Thompson Nicola Winter Report
I find it hard to believe that its time to do a winter report. Time seems to go faster every year! This year
was another year to remember and go down in the record book. With covid still lingering our club has
only had one field day, a normal year would see 4 or 5 field days here in the Kamloops area. The club did
manage to have a couple of Zoom meetings with guest speakers which worked out good.
I don’t think any part or season of beekeeping was normal this year from spring until fall. Reports of
some feeding bees in June.We had several forest fires in the area along with extreme heat and no rain.
With that combination honey production was not good in most areas. Honey production was down
anywhere from 20% to 50 % of normal. Some beekeepers did however get a fair crop of honey, as the
old saying goes in business “ location ,location, location” Hives near irrigated fields did somewhat better,
I have even heard of a couple beekeepers that didn’t even have enough honey to extract.
Another problem that has been talked about was higher than normal mite loads. Some beekeepers have
done a second mite treatment this fall. Wasps were not as bad this fall but some hives were not strong
enough to defend and got wiped out. Beekeeping always come with challenges and this year was no
different.
With fall in the air and winter blowing in its time to reflect on the year and think about the coming year.
Will you increase the size of your apiary or decrease in numbers? Whatever you do now is the time to
get the gears in motion. Another important part of beekeeping is queen rearing, talk to other
beekeepers in your area and make a plan to raise some local queens.
Looking forward to another year of beekeeping.

