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The archives at SFU were closed when covid-19 arrived in BC this spring. They are scheduled to reopen 
in a limited manner (by appointment only) on October 19th. 

Although the SFU archives now contain most beekeeping related material in BC, the provincial archives 
in Victoria have twenty six motion pictures related to beekeeping in their collection. Unfortunately, all 
but one of these films are now in cold storage and are not available.    

 

One of the films now in cold storage was shot in 1928. The footage is described as: 

“W.J. Sheppard, British Columbia's first Provincial Apiarist, demonstrates beekeeping techniques and 
equipment -- including the Kootenay hive case, which he designed. Some footage was shot at the 
Provincial Demonstration Apiary at Dean Brothers, Keating, Vancouver Island. Also shows honey displays 
at the New Westminster exhibition, 1928, and the manufacture of beeswax into a comb foundation.” 

In preparation for our centennial, Dr. Boone visited the archives in Victoria and viewed the one film that 
has been copied into a digital format. It is titled “The Bee’s Workshop (parts 1&2)”. This film was created 
by the Ministry of Agriculture in 1944. It is a silent movie with very few captions and is about twenty 
three minutes in length. Most of the footage is shot in the Okanagan although the people and locations 
shown are not identified. However, Dr. Boone was able to identify some of the individuals which include 
Provincial Apiarist A. W. Finlay, District Inspector W. H. Turnbull and BCHPA president J. W. Winson. 

The beehives in 1944 appear very similar to those used today. The major difference seemed to be the 
widespread use of quilts instead of solid inner covers.  

The BCHPA now has a copy of “The Bee’s Workshop”. The SFU archives have agreed to store it for us 
(when the pandemic allows), which will make it more accessible to members of the public living on the 
mainland. 

 


