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These are interesting times with challenges ahead for all.  One bug can upset plans for the entire globe, 
very quickly.  I think we all appreciate the efforts by our elected members of Government to deal with 
these issues, our health staff and Doctors for the excellent job they are doing to protect us and keep us 
safe.  Now all we have to do is follow their advice and do it.  

The whole world has been turned on its ear so to speak.  We were fortunate to receive our first 
packages before things really started to unravel, however, now we are experiencing the shutdown of 
the import industry.  With travel curtailments for humans and the reduction of flights here we are.  
Some and or most of the Prairies have not been into their hives at this point so we are not able to get a 
handle on the losses at this time. There are an estimated 16,000 plus packages that have been cancelled 
as well, so there are going to be deficiencies for the pollination end of the operations and not enough 
bee’s period. 

There is however, a fair amount of replacement stock tucked away in one province and it will be 
interesting to see how that is dealt with. Thirty-five years ago, plus or minus we went through this same 
scenario and now we are at the cross roads again.  At the CHC council meeting yesterday, I was given the 
approval to Chair the Interprovincial Movement of Bees.  This committee is hoping to have an 
agreement to move stock within Canada in an efficient manner.  What this means is that we would have 
a standard inspection form that meets the requirements of all provinces and that what the inspection 
form report, is the actual reflection of the hive health of the colonies inspected.  As is the case right 
now, it would be to the benefit of Canada to be able to move stock to fill requirements that cannot be 
met locally.  This is not going to happen overnight but it’s a start and the provinces are all aware this is 
in the works.  

It’s interesting to note that we spend approx. $11,000,000 a year on imported stock, and I am not sure if 
the figure includes queens but I suspect it does.  Wouldn’t it be nice to recapture a big chunk of that 
revenue and have it returned to Canadian beekeeper pockets? What would be better is to have the 
industry working together in harmony across Canada for the Canadian industry.  

Rod Scarlet has been on the phone about 5 hours a day most days in meeting with various groups 
working on the Foreign Worker issue.  We have a Labour committee within our group that is not limited 
to being a representative of council but as industry representatives.  They have been also working very 
hard in the background to facilitate the foreign worker issue. The how’s and wherefores of getting them 
into Canada so that businesses can try to complete some form of normal activities.  The loss of these 
workers would be devastating to all concerned, so, thanks to all the individuals who are working on 
behalf of Canadian businesses to minimize that potential disasters that are on the horizon.  The CHC is 
taking the lead on Charter flights for foreign workers for the industry with flights from Mexico and 
Nicaragua and there are others working on flights from Guatemala, so if the flights have got room left, it 
will be filled with workers for different areas of need.  What’s needed is the name of the worker, where 
they are, that they have been approved and have their papers and they will then be contacted where to 
go to get the plane.  

 

 



 

Some of the other committees that we have are Labour which I have already mentioned. Stock 
Replacement, Food Safety. Pollination. Honey. Organics and Hive health.  

The BCHPA is having a tele conference tomorrow.  I have a Zoom meeting tonight about Stock 
replacement and I am preparing for the Interprovincial Movement of bees negotiations  

There is more than likely some things that I have missed because there is just a lot going on right now, 
the rest of Canada is still under snow and we are just hustling working bees. If you have any questions 
just call or drop a line. 
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