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The Bee Girl mission 
is to educate and 
inspire communities 
to conserve bees, 
their flowers, and 
our countryside.



The mission of the Kids 
and Bees program is to 
educate the next 
generation of citizens on 
the importance of bees 
and inspire them to take 
part in the bees' 
preservation.



Bee Girl Organization Board Members, Interns, Volunteers, & Staff



Bee Girl 
- University of Montana, 

Missoula 
- Iridovirus and 

Microsporidian Linked to 
CCD

- Sonagraphic analysis of 
hive health 

- Pesticide effects 
- “Bomb sniffing” bees 
- OLLI



PRESENT ACTIVITIES 
Kids and Bees Program 
Farming for Bees Research and Education Project 
Native Bee Habitat Research w/ ODOT & TNC 
Bee Girl Honey  
Western Apicultural Society Conference
Northwest Farmers Union President 



I DO ALL OF THIS, 
BECAUSE I LOVE BEES.

SO MUCH.  



Me





KIDS AND BEES
Beekeeping Workshops  
Farming for Bees Initiative
Public Education
Next Generation Beekeepers Initiative
Public Lands for Bees and Beekeepers Initiative 
Bees and Honey!  



NO DOUBT BEES ARE IN TROUBLE 

•Mites 
• Climate change 
• Pesticides 
• Habitat loss

\ 



NO DOUBT BEES ARE IN TROUBLE 

•Mites 
• Climate change 
• Pesticides 
• Habitat loss
• Lack of public 

knowledge on the 
importance of bees 

\ 



We didn’t directly 
create these 

problems 



But it’s up to 
YOU & I 
to fix them! 



WHY DO YOU LOVE BEES?



WHY DO YOU LOVE BEES?



AND THEN… 

Share it with kids!



“IN THE END WE WILL CONSERVE ONLY WHAT WE LOVE; 
WE WILL LOVE ONLY WHAT WE UNDERSTAND; AND WE 
WILL UNDERSTAND ONLY WHAT WE HAVE BEEN TAUGHT.”

BABA DIOUM



WHY INVEST IN KIDS?
• They are the next generation of:
• Beekeepers,
• Scientists, 
• Eaters,
• Gardeners,
• Administrators 
• Voters and Policy Makers.



WHY KIDS?
• They have power over 

their families decisions. 

Thank you for coming 
to my son's school 
Fort Vannoy
Elementary and 
educating the 
children about bee's 
and their 
importance. My son 
is full of wonderful 
information about 
bee's now! You have 
inspired us to want to 
do some bee 
keeping of our own 
eventually. We 
bought your honey 
at the Ashland Co-
Op today, it is 
delicious! Thank you 
Bee Girl!



WHY KIDS?
• They have the ability to create action right now. 



• What do you love about bees? 

• Why are you a beekeeper?

• What do you think is the coolest thing they do? 

• What are some special opportunities you have had 

because of bees? 

• Ask them questions! 

MAKE THE PROGRAM YOUR OWN 



COMMON QUESTIONS / COMMENTS 
• Stinging stories 
• Mating 

• Queen production 
• “All the bees dying”   









beegirl.org/kidsandbees

£\tds and ~e~ 
ijandbook 
Ideas & Inspirations for 

Teaching Kids About Be~ 

"By iSarah ~d-Lairct' 
lllustratio~ by ~hley ~tchell 



• An Example Program for Littles Single Classroom or 
Group (simple version) 
• An Example Program, Single Classroom, or Group 

(longer version)
• An Example Program Multiple Classrooms or Groups
• Summer Camps / Events

KIDS AND BEES PROGRAM EXAMPLES



AN EXAMPLE PROGRAM, FOR LITTLES (SIMPLE VERSION)
SINGLE CLASSROOM OR GROUP (STARTING ON PAGE 23 OF HANDBOOK)

• Read a story (see ABF website for my favorite books) 
• Tell them your story 
• Taste honey  
• Bring an observation hive 
• Go catch and release some bees!
• Give them sunflower seeds to plant  



AN EXAMPLE PROGRAM (LONGER VERSION), 
SINGLE CLASSROOM OR GROUP
• Opening circle (Pg 44 or KWL) 
• Educational stations
• Bees & Flowers (go catch some!)   
• Honey
• Habitat
• Beeswax 
• Reflection (what was one thing you learned, 

what was your favorite part of the day?) 



AN EXAMPLE PROGRAM
MULTIPLE CLASSROOMS OR GROUPS

• Full assembly Q&A 
• Break out with 5 minute Q&A
• Educational stations
• Bees and Beekeeping w/ seeds
• Honey and Pollen tasting  
• Honey Bee Finger Puppets 
• Beeswax candles and bag decorating   



SUMMER CAMPS / LARGE EVENTS

• Collaborate! 





AWESOME BEE FACTS
• It takes 2 million flowers to make one jar 

of honey. 

• A bee makes 1/12th of a teaspoon of 
honey in her lifetime. 

• A single bee can search for food in a 25 
square mile radius. 

• Honey doesn’t spoil, found in tombs 
dating back 3,000 years!  



HONEY BEES ARE 
HUMANITARIANS 
• Honey bees can sniff out land mines, 

• Drugs, 

• Dead people. 



• Honey Bees will take rest and 
become relaxed, their body 
temperature drops, and they 
become unresponsive. 

• Less efficient workers with out 
sleep. 

BEES NEED SLEEP



HONEY BEES LOVE THEIR 
“COFFEE”
• Bees are more attracted to flowers 

that produce caffeine as a treat in 
their nectar,

• It also helps them work faster and 
remember where they got the good 
stuff.    



HONEY BEES ARE 
MAGNETIC  
• Bees carry a positive charge, 

• Flowers carry a negative 
charge, 

• They become “attracted” to 
each other while in close 
proximity.  

I 



HONEY BEES FEED US 
• One out of every three bites of 

food that we eat and drink are 
the direct result of a bee’s 
pollination service, 

• The majority of our vitamins and 
minerals also come from bee 
pollinated foods,

• The indirect service is much more. 



Make it Local



QUESTION EXAMPLES (PAGE 44 OF HANDBOOK) 

Q: Why do people care about bees? 
A: Possible answers: Bees pollinate our food, bees pollinate 
our flowers, bees make honey, bees make wax, bees are 
fascinating, etc.  



QUESTION EXAMPLES 

Q: What is pollination? 
A: There will most likely be a kid, or two, in the crowd that 
knows this.  The answer we are looking for is along the lines 
of “a bee brings pollen from one flower to the other, which 
pollinates the flower, and enables it to create a “fruit.”  This 
fruit contains seeds that can fall into the earth, or be 
planted, and create the next generation of that plant.  Ask 
them to give some examples of what kinds of foods bees 
pollinate (strawberries, almonds, pumpkins, etc.)  



QUESTION EXAMPLES 

Q: Why do bees pollinate flowers? 
A: To collect nectar and pollen for their families, which live 
in bee hives.  
Q: What do honey bees collect from flowers to make 
honey? 
A: Nectar



QUESTION EXAMPLES 

Q: How much honey will a honey bee make in her lifetime?
A: 1/12 of a teaspoon  
Q: How many flowers does a bee have to visit to make one 
pound of honey? 
A: About 2 million! 
Q: What is the one thing you can do to make sure our bees 
have enough food, and are happy and healthy?
A: Plant flowers!!  Then give them seeds.  
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RESOURCES (PAGES 60-61 IN HANDBOOK) 

• www.beegirl.org, Kids and Bees Page
• Kids and Bees Facebook Page
• American Beekeeping Federation Kids and Bees Page  
• Edible Schoolyard
• www.pollinator.org
• www.bbka.org.uk/kids
• www.sweetvirginia.org/hive-alive
• www.thehoneybeeconservancy.org

http://www.beegirl.org/
http://www.pollinator.org/
http://www.bbka.org.uk/kids
http://www.sweetvirginia.org/hive-alive
http://www.thehoneybeeconservancy.org/


“The world is really one bee 
yard, and the same rules work 
fine in both places. Don't be 
afraid, as no life-loving bee 
wants to sting you. Still, don't be 
an idiot; wear long sleeves and 
pants. Don't swat. Don't even 
think about swatting. If you feel 
angry, whistle. Anger agitates 
while whistling melts a bee's 
temper. Act like you know what 
you're doing, even if you don't. 
Above all, send the bees love. 
Every little thing wants to be 
loved.”

~Sue Monk Kidd, The Secret Life of Bees



Thank you



Thank You
Sarah Red-Laird 
www.beegirl.org 

thehive@beegirl.org 

@sarahbeegirl




