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Victoria’s
One Stop Honey Bee Shop
6440 West Saanich Road, Saanichton, B.C.
250-580-2337
Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm

www.urbanbeehoney.ca
Providing Vancouver Island with all their beekeeping needs
— Hive Equipment & Medications —
— Nucs, Packages & Queens —
— Classes —

Can’t make it to our Shop? We Ship!
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Letter from the editors . . .
It’s been a summer of extremes in parts of
BC. As this issue goes to press, the wildfire
situation is ongoing, with new fires starting
due to lightning strikes and high winds
contributing to aggressive fire behaviour.
We’ve been in touch with beekeepers in
the Interior who are in areas under threat,
who have had a huge amount of work to
do to keep their homes, properties and
bees safe, and who have been living with
excessive heat and smoke for weeks. Hive
losses due to fire have been reported by a
couple of beekeepers, and we hope there
won’t be any more.
A beekeeping friend in the Cariboo reminded me a short time ago about something we meant to put in this issue, and
didn’t get around to doing. Plenty of beekeepers carry around an ideal little fire starter, especially if not
used carefully, and we don’t always think about containment
and mitigation. In light of the number of fires that have been
human-caused this summer, a few items could be added in the
bee truck if they aren’t there already: a good shovel, a fire extinguisher and an extra jug or two of water on the hottest days.
Wayward sparks from a smoker in hot, dry weather need little
encouragement to cause a lot of trouble.
Thought can also be given to the type of smoker fuel used.
Dry grass or straw are more likely to cause live embers to blow
out; burlap is better. If the former are used, putting green grass
under the smoker lid can prevent embers, and it is better not
to use materials that are hard to extinguish like wood pellets.
Other good ideas include lighting your smoker in a safe place
(a metal truck bed, or if there’s a breeze, on a sheltered piece
of bare ground), and avoiding using the smoker if possible.

The weather in our area has cooled off,
but there isn’t much moisture. We keep
hoping for rain, especially for those areas
that really need it, but the forecast isn’t
promising. The fireweed lower down in the
valley dried up mid-bloom, and up at higher
elevations it is starting to dry up as well.
We had a very low snowpack, and some
suspect that alfalfa and sweet clover did
not grow well in the spring because of frost
damage. They seem to be recovering as
fall approaches, but there isn’t much nectar
coming in.
Garden perennials in this area were also
set back or lost over the winter. Lou Blackburn, a longtime beekeeper in Smithers, lost
half of her blackberries over the winter and
many strawberries; she said her honey crop
will not amount to much. She lost all of her 9 colonies over
the winter, and suspects small cluster size and extended low
temperatures. Nucs purchased this spring did not work out for
her; her queens weren’t laying well. Eric Anderson, another
veteran beekeeper in the area, said his bees built up slowly
in the spring, that cooler nighttime temperatures in the early
season affected foraging, and that some bloom times were different than usual. Overall not a great nectar year for his bees,
a sentiment shared by others here as well.
Fortunately, a few have reported a good honey harvest.
For those who will attend the conference in October, consider
bringing some honey, beeswax or mead to enter into the
competition. It would be great to have the variety of floral
sources in BC represented, and to share the hard work of your
bees with fellow beekeepers. We hope to see you there.
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we can handle your sugar
requirements. dry or liquid
– small lots or trailer loads.

Articles published in BeesCene are the
opinions of the authors and should not be
construed to be those of the BCHPA.

bee Maid buys light
and dark beeswax
at competitive prices.

Top QualiTy producTs for Beekeepers
• Foundation
• Queen Rearing Supplies
• Beekeepers Apparel & Tools

• Hive Equipment
• Novelties
• Honey Containers

• Extracting Equipment
• Medications & Treatments
• Packaged Bees & Queens

Contact your nearest outlet:
Alberta Honey
Producers Co-operative
70 Alberta Avenue, Box 3909
Spruce Grove, AB T7X 3B1
780.962.5573

Manitoba Cooperative
Honey Producers
625 Roseberry Street
Winnipeg, MB R3H 0T4
204.783.2240 ext. 228

Bee Maid
Honey
Highway #3
Tisdale, SK S0E 1T0
306.873.2521

Shop online at: www.beemaidbeestore.com
www.beemaid.com

Cover Story: This photo of honey bees on musk thistle
(also known as nodding thistle, and considered an
invasive species in BC) was taken by Teresa Taylor, in
Grand Forks, BC. She gifted the photo to her partner's
parents, Bill and Cheryl Ahrens, who are beekeepers
and BCHPA members.
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From the President
Much of the July 2017 news in BC was related to wildfires, the
resulting community evacuations and road closures. Over 150
fires, over 40,000 people evacuated, and the Cariboo Highway
was closed for weeks. High temperatures and little rain are
forecast for August, so it could get worse. We hope people will
remain safe and that the support systems will be adequate. Our
Regional Representatives have been asked to inform BCHPA
executive of any beekeepers directly affected by losses from
the wildfires, to see if we can offer some assistance to them.
July of course is a busy month for beekeeping too, and
although BC honey flows this year seem later than expected,
there is still time for an average (or better) honey crop in areas
not affected by wildfires.
A change in Provincial Government administration
gives the BCHPA an opportunity to communicate with, and
hopefully influence, some new partners in the development
of policies that affect apiculture. Our executive looks
forward to interactions with government Ministers including
Lana Popham, Minister of Agriculture. The goal of greater
production of bee stock for markets within as well as outside
of BC will depend on adequate Apiculture Program staffing
to meet the bee disease inspection standards that have been in
place for years.
Discovery of the Small Hive Beetle (SHB) in a few
apiaries in the Alberta Peace has triggered much discussion
and follow-up, to help in the development of regulations that

meet the right balance of
preventing the spread of
this pest (the severity of
which is still unclear), and
minimizing the impact to
bee operations that depend
on being able to move
to meet the pollination
needs of some major berry
growing industries.
The BCHPA’s challenge,
as I see it, is to try to identify
shared interests, and to help
create a recommendation
for a measured and logical
Kerry Clark
response.
BCHPA President
Our Annual meeting in
Kelowna from October 27
to 29, in conjunction with meetings of the Canadian Honey
Council and the Canadian Association of Professional
Apiculturists, is well developed (check the beebetterkelowna.
ca webpage) and looks like another wonderful opportunity
for beekeepers; the interests of bee operations of a wide
range of sizes will be addressed. By that time, I expect we
will have ready a proposal for a major study of hive health
that could result in improved success in tackling foulbrood
diseases, including those in blueberry pollination situations. I
feel our association has a broad range of shared interests and
expertise; I’m looking forward to collaboration and goodwill,
and I expect the BCHPA will build on its good reputation.
Bees be with you. ❀

NOTICE OF ELECTIONS

Positions up for Election
at this year's AGM in Kelowna:

Hive Equipment ঌ Frames and Foundation
Extracting Equipment ঌ Protective Clothing
Tools ঌ Queen Rearing Supplies
Medications ঌ Nucleus Colonies

First Vice President
Second Vice President
Secretary
Please contact Rudi Peters, Nominations Chair,
to put forward the names of members that
you would like to see run for these positions:
secondvicepresident@bcbeekeepers.com.

We produce our own woodenware
and offer assembly and wax dipping
of all equipment we produce.
Okanagan Beekeeping Supplies
2660 Lower Glenrosa Rd West Kelowna BC
1-250-768-7078
www.okanaganbeekeepingsupplies.com
info@okanaganbeekeepingsupplies.com
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#15 - 5684 Landmark Way, Cloverdale, BC V3S 7H1
Tel: 604-532-9757 / Fax: 604-533-3595 / kiddbros@telus.net
www.westernsagehoney.com

Beelines
News from the Ministry of Agriculture
PAUL VAN WESTENDORP, Manager, BCMA Apiculture Program
paul.vanwestendorp@gov.bc.ca.
New Minister of Agriculture & Deputy Minister
After the spring election, it took some time for the new
government to be sworn in, but now we have our new Minister
of Agriculture. It is the Hon. Lana Popham, MLA, representing
the riding Saanich South. Her interest in agriculture runs deep,
as Ms. Popham was the NDP Agriculture Critic for a long time.
Many Vancouver Island beekeepers have met Ms. Popham at
various beekeeping meetings and conferences over the years,
where she has shown her ongoing support and interest in BC’s
beekeeping industry. Mr. Wes Shoemaker is a former Deputy
Minister of Agriculture and has now returned to the ministry
in the same capacity.
Winter Colony Mortality
The data collected from the spring survey included 47%
of registered colonies in the province. This is an excellent
participation level for most areas and we appreciate that so
many beekeepers submitted their information. It is unfortunate
that many of the larger beekeepers chose not to submit their
data. The few returns from the Peace River were not sufficient
for analysis and were not included in the final report.
The winter mortality rates of the different regions were as
follows:
Fraser Valley & Metro - 33%
Vancouver Island & Sunshine Coast - 28%
Okanagan & Thompson-Nicola - 28%
Kootenays - 25%
Cariboo & North Central - 26%
Northwest - 46%
Peace - Insufficient Data
British Columbia - 31%
This year’s winter colony mortality levels were significantly
higher compared to the two previous years at 18% and 17%
respectively.
In descending order, beekeepers reported that weather
(49%) was the primary cause of their colony losses followed
by starvation (38%) and poor queens (36%). Weather will
have undoubtedly played a defining role in winter colony
mortality but many factors influence the final outcome. Winter
preparation and effective mite and disease control during the
previous summer determine the condition and strength of
colonies when they enter the winter season.
This fall, the annual Beekeeping Production Survey will be
carried out. Beekeepers registered with 10 colonies or more
will be contacted by email and requested to fill out the survey
form on-line. As you well know by now, all our surveys are
completely anonymous and confidential. Only the compiled
data of each region is used and the individual submissions

are deleted after the data has been entered. I urge everyone
to participate in the fall production survey so that we have
high confidence in the data that will reflect the status and
performance of BC beekeeping industry.
Miticides
Oregano Oil
A recent study published by Dr. Ernesto Guzman and
collaborators has generated interest and excitement among
beekeepers. The study involved the application of various
agents including oregano oil to assess their efficacy of
controlling Varroa mites.
Before anyone runs out and purchases oregano oil to apply
to colonies, it is important to understand the study’s findings
at this time. Guzman et al. delivered oregano oil continuously
using electric vaporizers achieving mite control efficacy of
over 97%. This is an excellent test result but when oregano
oils were applied too rapidly, through dilution of alcohol or
other solvents, the efficacy dropped to less than 58%. The
study indicates that the efficacy of oregano oil is highly
dependent on the delivery method used.
The miticidal property of oregano oil is attributed to naturally
occurring terpenes including carvacrol. The researchers found
that the concentration of carvacrol in oregano oil can also vary
according to the source of the oregano.
It is understandable that this recent study has generated a
great deal of interest as oregano is viewed as a “natural” and
safe product. Further research needs to be carried out before
any oregano-oil containing product comes onto the market for
beekeepers to control Varroa mites.
Bayvarol
The miticide Bayvarol has been approved and registered for use
in beehives in Canada. The product is produced and marketed
by Bayer and contains the synthetic pyrethroid flumethrin
as its active ingredient. As mentioned in a previous issue of
BeesCene, flumethrin is in the same family of pyrethroids
as Apistan’s fluvalinate. When you use Bayvarol, don’t use
Apistan because of the risk of cross-resistance. Instead, rotate
with other registered products such as Apivar, Formic Acid or
Oxalic Acid.

BUZZIN’ AROUND SINCE 1884
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Your First Choice
For Healthy Bees

Maximize Spring Build-up
and Colony Health
Feed ready-made patties from

GLOBAL PATTIES
FUMAGILIN – B
OXYTET–25 • FOUL BROOD MIX
TYLAN© SOLUBLE
VARROA MITE CONTROL STRIPS
65% FORMIC ACID/OXALIC ACID
SAFETY EQUIPMENT FOR ACIDS

From Bee Supply Dealers or
Medivet Pharmaceuticals Ltd.
4 - 55 - 9th Avenue S.E.
High River, Alberta T1V 1E6
Telephone 403-652-4441 Fax 403-652-3692
info@medivet.ca www.medivet.ca
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Bees need both protein and carbohydrate
for good build-up and large honey crops.
Feed patties to ensure colony health,
fast build-up and maximum production.

Learn more at www.globalpatties.com
and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free
or email mike@globalpatties.com

Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease

HopGuard II
The registration application package for HopGuard II has
recently been submitted to Health Canada’s PMRA. This
product uses hop extracts as its active ingredient and its
most recent formulation has shown effective mite control.
Hopefully, full registration may be in place by spring 2018.
Submit Pictures of Suspect Villains
It all started with the initial findings of the Small Hive Beetle in
the fall of 2015. Instead of collecting a specimen and sending
it to the Animal Health Center in Abbotsford, we encouraged
beekeepers to take a close-up picture of the suspect beetle and
send it in for prompt identification. The response has been very
positive as we have received many photographs of beetles and
other creatures that beekeepers found in or near their hives. In
most cases, the specimens were quickly identified.
Only when it remains uncertain and suspect, do we request
the beekeeper to submit the sample for further analysis. I
encourage beekeepers to use their smart phones (or cameras)
to photograph unusual signs or creatures they find in their
hives and submit by email for identification.
Virtual Attendance at Club Meetings
In late April, Diane Dunaway and I had the opportunity to
visit a number of beekeeping clubs from Prince George
to Terrace. It was a wonderful experience to meet many
beekeepers and learn about the challenges they face. Trips
like these involve planning, expense and time. And yet, we
recognize it is important to connect up with beekeepers in
all parts of the province. There is an opportunity to address
this challenge by participating in some of the club meetings
through Skype, FaceTime or through Citrix’s GotoMeeting.
While an in-person meeting will always be better, I believe
modern technology will make it possible for us to reach out
to beekeepers in all parts of the province more frequently. For
any local beekeeping club interested in trying this out, please
send me an email.
Upcoming Courses
For the beekeeper with lots of experience, the biannual Bee
Master Course will be offered again in February 2018. For
more information, send me an email.
The Ministry of Agriculture will also offer its annual
Introduction to Beekeeping course in the classroom format
and webinar format. The classroom format is comprehensive
and detailed with a class limit of 24 students. The webinar
course has no enrolment limit and is free of charge.
The webinar course was developed four years ago to
compensate for the lack of training opportunities of beekeepers
in isolated communities compared to those on Vancouver
Island, Fraser Valley and the Okanagan. Because apiary
inspection and extension services were also not available to
beekeepers in isolated communities, it was decided to offer
the introductory beekeeping course for free. It proved a
wining formula because since its introduction, an ever-larger
number of people have taken the course. Its success means
that the course is likely to be offered annually. If you know of
anyone who may be interested, please let them know to visit
www.gov.bc.ca/apiculture.
I must point out that the webinar course will never be at
the same level of quality and thoroughness as a course offered
in person. The sole purpose of the webinar course is to assist

new and aspiring beekeepers to learn about the basics of
beekeeping in an effort to have them succeed during the first
few years of beekeeping.
SHB in Alberta
In late June, Small Hive Beetle (SHB) was confirmed in
colonies of an Alberta beekeeper who had moved colonies to
Ontario for a pollination contract and returned them without
inspections or permits. As a consequence, the government
of Alberta imposed a 45-day quarantine on the Peace River
District. The quarantine affected about 15 commercial
beekeepers who could continue to operate as usual but were
not permitted to move colonies in or out of the District. During
the 45 day period, Alberta apiary inspectors are carrying out
comprehensive inspections to determine the extent of SHB
infestation. British Columbia is not affected by the quarantine
at this time. As survey results will become available in the
coming weeks, BC and Alberta will work closely to contain
the SHB infestation in the Peace so that it will not pose a
risk to BC colonies. All beekeepers that move colonies from
Prairie provinces will be be subject to a mandatory inspection
and only be permitted to ship colonies to BC under permit.
BCHPA Meeting in Kelowna
I would like to include an enthusiastic endorsement for
beekeepers to attend the upcoming BCHPA annual meeting
in Kelowna. This is a big event because the meeting will
coincide with the annual meetings of CAPA and CHC. It will
be another 10 years when CAPA and CHC would have their
meetings in BC again. So, I think it is really important for BC
beekeepers to take the advantage of attending the Kelowna
meetings and attend the scientific presentations if you can! It
will be phenomenal.
~ Paul van Westendorp
Provincial Apiculturist
British Columbia

Honey
Equipment
Bees

Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.
✧ New & Used beekeeping equipment
✧ Honey
✧ Ezyloaders
(Beekeeper Model 300 now available)
Ph: 204 662 4401 Fax: 204 662 4547
Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com

Round comb section
equipment and
Sundance pollen traps.

Contact your dealer for supplies.

Ross Rounds, Inc.
PO Box 11583 • Albany NY 12211-0583
T: 1-518-370-4989 • F: 1-518-381-6370
www.rossrounds.com
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bee notes

First Annual Mite-A-thon
The first annual Mite-A-Thon will take place Saturday,
September 9, to Saturday, September 16, and we invite you to
participate! Local beekeeping clubs and associations are key to
making Mite-A-Thon a success.
The Mite-A-Thon is a national effort to collect mite
infestation data and to visualize Varroa infestations in honey
bee colonies across North America within a one week window.
All beekeepers will be asked to participate, creating a rich
distribution of sampling sites in Canada, the United States,
and Mexico. Their Varroa monitoring data will be uploaded to
www.mitecheck.com.
The objectives of this project are: 1) Raise awareness about
honey bee colony Varroa infestations in North America through
effective monitoring methods; 2) Management strategies will
be made available for discussion within bee organizations
utilizing Mite-A-Thon partner developed information and
outreach materials. All beekeepers are welcome to participate
– we need bee associations to help lead this effort!
WHAT YOU NEED TO DO: Encourage your members to
participate in September, through meetings, newsletters,
emails, social media etc.: http://www.pollinator.org/miteathon
DATA COLLECTION: Participants will monitor the level of
mites (number of mites per 100 bees) using a standardized
protocol utilizing two common methods of assessment
(powdered sugar roll or alcohol wash) and then enter data,
including location, total number of hives, number of hives
tested, local habitat, and the number of Varroa mites counted
from each hive. The published information will not identify
individual participants.
COST: There is no cost. You can create your own test materials
or kits can be purchased online. Some scholarships are available
(js@pollinator.org).
CONTACT: Miteathon@pollinator.org or 415-362-1137.
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CAPA Presentations
at the BCHPA
Conference

In collaboration with the BCHPA, Drs. Leonard
Foster from UBC and Marta Guarna from AAFC are
organizing a CAPA research symposium to be held on
Saturday, October 28th, during the BCHPA education
day. Speakers and attendees will include bee scientists,
extension professionals and provincial apiculturists from
across Canada: Robyn McCallum from the Atlantic Tech
Transfer Team in NB, Martine Bernier, Andrée Rousseau
and Georges Martin from CRSAD (Centre de recherche
en sciences animales de Deschambault) in QC, Marianne
Lamontagne-Drolet and Sabrina Rondeau from the Univ.
Laval in QC, Drs. Amro Zayed and Clement Kent from
York University in ON, Nuria Morfin Ramirez from the
Univ. of Guelph in ON, Dr. Rob Currie from the Univ.
of Manitoba, Sarah C. Wood and Ivanna Kozii from the
Univ. of SK, Dr. Carlos Castillo from the National Bee
Diagnostic Service in AB, Drs. Medhat Nasr and Rassol
Bahreini from AB Agriculture, Drs. Renata Borba and
Steve Pernal from AAFC in AB. Presentations will cover
a wide range of topics including a SHB status update,
queen studies, national survey results, and understanding
the effect of pesticides on bee health.

BC Beekeeper Penalized for
Killing Bears at
Unprotected Bee Yards

The owner of Caspian Apiaries, Hossein Yeganehrad,
participated in a Community Justice Forum and was
required to install electric fences and comply with other
conditions after shooting several bears which caused
damage to his unprotected apiaries.
BC Conservation Officer Robin Sano performed a
review and investigation into the incident and subsequently
recommended the community justice forum process as
a method to resolve this incident and to prevent similar
issues in the future. The justice forum brought together
all relevant parties, including trained facilitators from the
Conservation Officers Service, and also: Wildsafe BC, the
Provincial Apiculturist from the Ministry of Agriculture
and two elders from the Katzie First Nation Band.
For more information, visit the BCHPA website
(bcbeekeepers.com).

Bee Better Conference, Kelowna, BC
Our Featured Speakers
Randy Oliver
Randy Oliver owns and operates a small commercial beekeeping
enterprise in the foothills of Grass Valley in Northern California.
He and his two sons manage about 1000 colonies for migratory
pollination, and produce queens, nucs, and honey. He has over 40
years of practical beekeeping experience, and holds B.S. and M.S.
degrees in Biological Sciences. Randy researches, analyzes, and
digests beekeeping information from all over the world in order to not
only broaden his own depth of understanding and knowledge, but to
develop practical solutions to many of today's beekeeping problems,
which he then shares with other beekeepers through his various
articles in bee magazines, his speaking engagements worldwide, and
on his website: www.ScientificBeekeeping.com.

Jerry Hayes

Jerry Hayes is the Honey Bee Health Lead for Monsanto, working
with a technology that uses a process called RNA interference
(RNAi) to see if it can be adapted to control honey bee parasites and
pathogens. He graduated from the Ohio State University Agricultural
and Technical Institute with an Apiary major. Mr. Hayes was Director
of New Product Development for Dadant; he also writes the column
"The Classroom: Beekeeping Questions and Answers” for the
American Bee Journal.
Prior to Dadant, Mr. Hayes worked at the USDA Bee Breeding
and Stock Lab in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and also worked in the
electronics and plastics industry, where his love for bees began. He
has been involved in everything from developing plastic hive parts
to registering beekeeping treatments. He was Chief of the Apiary
Inspection Section of the Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services from 2004 until 2012. He is a founding member
of the Colony Collapse Working Group, and a science advisory board member for Project Apis mellifera (PAm) and the
Bee Informed Partnership.

Anicet Desrochers

Anicet was introduced to beekeeping early in his life. His parents
had their first beehive in 1978 at their farm in Ferme-Neuve, in the
Upper Laurentians, and that first hive has led to a thriving family
business. Anicet completed his beekeeping education in Alberta and
California universities, and founded Api Culture Hautes Laurentides
(ACHL), which selects and sells queens bred for their trait of natural
resistance. By avoiding the introduction of chemical agents into
the environment and by promoting robust and productive colonies,
ACHL queens represent a hope of survival for bees. An important
part of his beekeeping is implementing protocols and practices that
are respectful of bees and of the environment they live in.
The ACHL apiary is made up of 1,000 colonies dedicated to the
production of organic-certified honey, of nucs, and to the breeding of
5,000 to 7,000 queens per year. Anicet also travels worldwide in his
quest to learn and to find more tools to develop his breeding expertise.
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Bee Research Update from UBC
In this issue, I have refrained from giving
a project update - I will provide one as
soon as we have some preliminary data,
which is taking longer than expected.
Instead, I have focused on the two big
neonic articles that came out in the
journal Science.
Neonics: The Answered and
Unanswered Questions
Neonicotinoid pesticides (neonics, for
short) have been a hot topic in popular
media and scientific research alike.
As Randy Oliver highlighted in the
July issue of American Bee Journal,
the number of scientific publications
including “neonicotinoid” as a keyword
has increased exponentially over
the last decade. Last June, two high
profile research articles were published
simultaneously in the prestigious journal
Science – one by Nadia Tsvetkov1 (who
is in Amro Zayed’s lab in Ontario), and
one by Ben Woodcock in the UK2. They
used two different methods to assess
the effects of neonics in field-realistic
scenarios and both, unsurprisingly,
reported predominantly negative effects.
These investigations lay to rest the
general criticism that neonic research
uses unreasonably high pesticide doses,
but they still don’t answer what is, in
my opinion, the most critical question of
all: Is there a better alternative? These
publications do, however, provide
valuable information on neonic toxicity
in a large-scale, realistic setting.
An ongoing problem in pesticide
research is that it’s very difficult to know
exactly how much pesticide an average
honey bee colony is exposed to, despite

knowing the dose and timing of crop
applications. Weather, attractiveness
of crops, surrounding forage sources,
duration of exposure, and environmental
persistence of the pesticide – among
other factors – can all affect how high
of a dose the honey bees receive.
Tsvetkov et al. carefully calculated the
abundance of neonics in 55 colonies
located near neonic-treated corn fields
in Ontario and Quebec. The in-hive
abundance of neonics varied between
0 and 20 parts-per-billion between May
and September, usually peaking shortly
after corn planting. They also measured
many other agrochemicals, including
miticides,
fungicides,
herbicides
and other pesticides, which can help
researchers design future experiments
on these compounds at real-life doses.
Tsvetkov et al. used the neonic
abundance information to design a
tightly controlled experiment aimed at
deciphering the controversial question
of the pesticide’s biological effects
on colonies (e.g. impacts on social
immunity and queen longevity). I
was initially surprised to read that the
researchers dosed their colonies by
using neonic-impregnated pollen patties
instead of exposing them passively in the
field, as they did to determine the in-hive
pesticide abundance in the first place.
However, I suspect that they chose the
pollen-patty method because it allows
the dose to be precisely controlled over
time while still being field-realistic.
They found that the treated colonies had
reduced worker and queen longevity
as well as deterioration of hygienic
behavior – one important form of social
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disease resistance. All three of these
results are consistent with previous
research on this class of pesticides, the
main difference being the scale, and the
undeniably realistic setting.
Woodcock’s experiment was slightly
different – he opted to use the most
realistic exposure method of them all:
passive exposure by placing colonies
in neonic-treated oilseed rape fields.
The scale of this experiment was even
more massive than Tsvetkov’s, with
33 field sites in the UK, Germany
and Hungary, and three bee species Apis mellifera, Bombus terrestris and
Osmia bicornis (a solitary species)
examined. They measured a whole suite
of colony parameters, including worker
population, abundance of all brood
stages, food stores, winter survival,
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hive weights, and others. Most of the measured parameters
did not change significantly between the treated and untreated
colonies; however, some key parameters did: honey bee
worker population and overwintering survival, as well as B.
terrestris queen production and O. bicornis egg production.
Importantly, these metrics were not significant across all
countries. Colonies in Germany were largely unaffected,
whereas UK and Hungarian colonies suffered. In fact, the only
significant effects on the German colonies were positive – in
other words, the colonies located in neonic-treated rape fields
did better than the control colonies. It’s not clear whether this
is because of differences in land use management, climate or
some other factor, but it does suggest that there could be ways
to use neonics that do not harm bees – domestic or otherwise.
I think one of the most interesting findings in these two
papers is that, counterintuitively, the neonic residues found
in the colonies appeared not to come from the crop that was
actually being treated. Tsvetkov analyzed the pollen sources
in colonies that tested positive for neonics, and found that
pollen from the treated crop (corn) was only found in a small
fraction of samples. Rather, the pesticides seem to come from
surrounding wildflower forage, which picked up the neonics
due to their proximity and shared water sources. Similarly,
Woodcock found that the most abundant neonic in the colonies
was one that wasn’t even applied to the rape fields where the
colonies were located.
All these findings are interesting and informative, but a
question continues to burn in my mind. If we were to switch to
another type of pesticide, would that be any better for bees? To
date, there has been no controlled experiment demonstrating

that there are effective, safer neonic alternatives. This means
that although most evidence suggests neonics are harmful, as it
stands we have nothing else to turn to and it may not practical
(or even desirable, arguably) for all farms to go organic. The
benefits of one farming system over another depend heavily
on the crop, geographical area and socioeconomic context – in
other words, all things considered, there is not an overarching
winner.3 Now, we need a route forward – hopefully, such a
comparison will be the next big bee Science paper. ❀
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Saskatraz breeding stock
available in 2018
Queen cells from tested Saskatraz breeders ($20).
Closed population mated breeder queens ($300).
Out-crossed breeder queens ($100).
Saskatraz stock carrying VSH trait added in 2012, also available
as queen cells and mated queens in May 2018. Inquire.
US-raised Saskatraz hybrid production queens are available
April 15th to August 15th ($30 US). These hybrids will produce
pure Canadian Saskatraz drones for stud use.
All breeding stock tested and certified.
See www.saskatraz.com for breeding information and updates.
Saskatraz stock bred in Saskatchewan for honey production,
wintering ability and resistance to mites and brood diseases.

Email a.j.robertson@sasktel.net
or phone (306)-373-9140
cell 306 270 6627 for prices and availability.
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Fall Planting for Abundant Spring Forage
by Ashley MacLeod
The upward swing and busiest times of the
beekeeping season are now drawing to a
close; nucs are made, honey is pulled and
beekeepers are left with either a feeling of
calm satisfaction or sinking unease with
their outcomes. Either way, as the bees
are prepped for overwintering, the role
of the beekeeper slowly fades into the
background. Another season under the belt.
If you are anything like me, this fact
brings about a plethora of mixed feelings.
What to do now with all of that free time?
Observing the bees gather pollen and nectar
from the late-summer blooms like Tansy,
Fireweed, Borage, Hyssop, Hawksbeard,
and Goldenrod can be a relaxing way to spend an autumn
afternoon. However, sowing seeds for the following years’
bee-friendly bloom is an excellent and beneficial way to
ease the shock of your newly forged free time before the
hibernation months arrive.
By propagating your seeds in the fall, these cold-tolerant
plants will have time to establish and build a strong root system
before the frost sets in; furthermore, they will bloom much
earlier than if you were to sow in the spring, thus attracting
bees and providing essential nutrients to both native species
and honey bees in otherwise periods of dearth.
The following is a list of some bee-friendly flowers that
are functional, aesthetically pleasing and can be sown this
fall: Allysum, Ammi, Baby Blue Eyes, Bells of Ireland, Blue
Flax, Buckwheat, Bupleurum, Clover (Crimson, White, Red
and Sweet), Echinacea, Lupins, Nigella, Poppies (especially
Himalayan Blue Poppies) Shasta Daisy, Tansy, Wild Cosmos,
Wild Sunflower, and Yarrow.
Many of these early flowering workhorses can be directly
sown into your garden beds during the months of September
and October (depending on your climate) and will fill the gaps
and serve as a bridge of forage between the staple early and
late spring bloomers such as narcissus, tulips, crocus and the
tree blooms like Maple (early April), Hawthorne and Horse
Chestnut (end of May).
In many respects, this method is “nature’s way” as seeds
are naturally deposited into the ground in the late summer

Ammi
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and early fall, weed seed is dormant and
there are longer periods of fair weather.
In a world in which natural bee habitat
is rapidly diminishing, planting for
pollinators is a great way to help sustain
native and honey bee populations.
Additional Tips: When directly sowing
seeds into your garden, choose a site that
receives full sun and prepare the beds or
plots by raking. Sow the seeds and then
compress the entire area by foot or by
lying down plywood and walking over it.
For even larger areas a lawn roller works
well. Once the seed is compressed, the
project is complete! ❀
Ashley MacLeod has been a beekeeper
and pollinator ambassador for approximately five years. She
has experience in hobby, commercial, therapeutic/social, and
international beekeeping and has been involved in multiple
education programs and city initiatives to improve pollinator health and habitat. Ashley currently resides in Vancouver,
BC and is a gardener by trade, with a specialty in pollinator
friendly plants and flowers; she is also an educator by profession.
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This column is a place where all beekeepers are encouraged to both ask
questions and give answers. It has been said that if you ask three beekeepers a
question, you will get four different answers, so readers will have to take answers
under careful consideration. Beekeepers are encouraged to respond to answers
when their thoughts may differ.

An important thing to always keep in mind is the wide range of environmental conditions
we encounter in our province. It's best to be cautious when taking advice for your
bees, and to take into consideration where that advice is coming from. Always consult
experienced, successful beekeepers in your area.
Please send questions and responses to the editor at BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com.

Q: One of my hives seemed to increase
and decrease propolis collection
during the summer - it was not uniform
over the course of the season. Do
honey bees selectively propolize their
hives, depending on environmental
cues or disease pressures?
A: Propolis is the “bee glue” used by
honey bees to attach components in the
hive e.g. frames, lids, and is produced
by mixing saliva and beeswax with
exudate (resin) collected from tree
buds and other botanical sources. As well, propolis is used to
seal openings and cover rough areas inside the hive. Because
of the high antibiotic properties of propolis some research has
shown that bees ensure contact with propolis to promote hive
health. No doubt, bees will produce more or less propolis in
direct proportion to their needs.

~ Lance Cuthill, Cranbrook, BC

A: Like all things bee, variables are always at work and will
factor significantly for this question - the short answer is
yes, bees will selectively propolize their hives. Marla Spivak
demonstrated that bees will ‘self-medicate’ with selected
propolis sources depending on the pathogen(s) they are coping
with (https://www.entomology.umn.edu/faculty-staff/marlaspivak). Bees will also propolize to bury any putrid matter
they can’t remove themselves.
You will also notice propolis is usually quite heavy at the
point where frames rest within the super - this is also an area
where bees can be squished when working the hive - a high
frequency of visiting your hives can also increase the need to
seal off any collateral damage. Also, available resin sources
can fluctuate depending on your location, temperature and
growth habits of those desirable trees and shrubs. Propolis is
magic and good for bees. ~ Kathleen Suddes, Gibsons, BC

A: Since resin is secreted by plants
to protect young buds as new leaves
develop, its availability for bees to collect
likely varies throughout the season.
This, combined with variation in colony
foraging demands for nectar or pollen
collection, would likely result in greater
or lesser numbers of bees available to
collect propolis. There is some interesting
new work being done on propolis and
bee health by Marla Spivak’s group at
the University of Minnesota, including
work on the anti-microbial properties of
propolis and its regional variation.
 ~ Heather Higo, Langley, BC
A: Resin collection and propolis production is related to
plants and the seasons, and it is traditionally thought that the
beginning and end of plant cycles/bee season provide for the
best propolis quantities.  ~ Jon Aebischer, Vanderhoof, BC
A: Yes, they absolutely propolize their hives dependent on
external cues. Marla Spivak has shown that they will purposely
go collect more propolis when a disease is present. But just
like nectar, there are times when the resins they collect for
propolis are more or less abundant so it will also depend on
availability. 
~ Leonard Foster, Vancouver, BC
A: They may increase propolis collection as the amount of
brood and population increases, since bees take advantage of
the antimicrobial properties of propolis.

~ Steve Mitchell, Duncan, BC
A: Collecting propolis and re-distributing it in a hive varies
with several things: probably availability (the main source,
poplar buds are not equally available in all seasons), but yes to
both your suggestions. As weather cools in fall, colonies may
restrict the hive entrance using propolis, and last year, our
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speaker Marla Spivak described research indicating colonies
increased propolis deposition as a result of the presence of
some bee diseases. (www.mdpi.com/2075-4450/8/2/46/pdf).
 ~ Kerry Clark, Dawson Creek, BC
A: Yes, depending on availability of tree resins to produce
propolis, If the bees have a need for it they will commission
more bees to collect it. The amount collected can have more
to do with the bee race or genetics than the actual need for it
in the hive. 
~ Keith Rae, Vernon, BC
A: A bee researcher is best to answer this, otherwise it’s pure
speculation. Some bees propolize more than others. It’s not
something for beekeepers to manage other than selecting
queens that produce more propolis or less according to
one’s preference. Dr. Marla Spivak’s work on the beneficial
attributes of propolis may sway those towards colonies that
like to gum things up.  ~ Diane Dunaway, Soda Creek, BC

Q: I have a hive that was queenless for a while and the girls
sure did pack in the pollen and honey while they were waiting.
The new queen is now laying but there isn’t much room. What
do I do with all the pollen? I have a swarmed hive that could
use some pollen so I thought some of it could go there. How
much should I leave in the hive and how much should I give
the swarmed hive? And then in what position do I put the
empty frames that replace the pollen ones?
A: Pollen and honey are essential to hive survival. However,
an overabundance of either can result in the brood boxes
having little or no room for the queen to lay eggs, i.e. the hive
is “pollen bound.” Removal of excess pollen in order to make
room for brood rearing is a smart thing to do. Ensuring an
equivalent of three frames with pollen, honey and 50% open
cells in the centre of the brood nest will overcome a jammed
brood box. Note: Setting up for overwintering is a different
issue. 
~ Lance Cuthill
A: Since you are dealing with a swarm I will assume that you
are looking at this from a late spring/early summer perspective;
which means that incoming pollen is readily available and
abundant. You didn’t say how many frames of pollen you
are looking at, nor how big your queenless hive is, or how
big your swarm hive is, but I would be comfortable to guess
that you could probably remove 2 frames with pollen for the
swarm hive, and depending on what your empty frames are
(drawn comb? foundation? wire?) that will determine where
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you put those empties. If there is room for egg laying on
your remaining frames you could place those empties on the
outermost positions (bookends). If you have a robust hive and
are using drawn comb you could place those empties in the
centre, with pollen and honey on the sides and above.

~ Kathleen Suddes
A: Great idea to give some of the pollen to the swarmed hive!
Leave at least one frame of pollen in the original colony and
transfer 1 or more frames over, placing empty frame(s) in the
middle of the original colony for the queen to lay in, adjacent
to the pollen frame you have left there.
~ Heather Higo
A: Leave two frames, one on each side of the brood nest. Give
the swarmed hive two frames of pollen. Put the empty frames
in the middle. 
~ Steve Mitchell
A: You can pull and save it to put back into the hive at a later
time when there is little pollen coming into the hive. In the
Okanagan where there is an abundance of pollen even in
early spring, you can get the bees to remove the pollen by
contaminating it. Soak the frame in water and then the bees
will remove it. If you’ve taken too much and the bees need
more pollen, they will assign more bees to collect it.

~ Keith Rae
A: The Peace is a high-pollen region, and it sometimes seems
to beekeepers that there is too much pollen in the hive. If you
have a colony that is short of pollen, I’d agree that moving a
few combs high in pollen could help in both providing space
in a “pollen bound” hive, and supplementing the protein for
a “pollen short” colony. The best place for pollen is adjacent
to emerging brood. However, if stored pollen gets left by the
cluster in late winter, it can go mouldy and become a liability.

~ Kerry Clark
A: Give them the comb space you think they need to grow.
 ~ Steve Clifford, Halfmoon Bay, BC
A: Freeze the frames for future supplementation or give to
another colony from the same apiary that’s low in pollen.
Placement should replicate how the bees place pollen in the
hive, i.e. outside frames (#2, #8).
~ Diane Dunaway

Q: I tried to make a nuc from a stronger hive in my only bee
yard but all the field bees returned to the mother hive. What
can I do to solve this problem without establishing another
yard?

A: Making a split and keeping the nuc in the same yard will
likely result in foragers returning to the mother hive. For
queen introduction, it is likely best have mostly younger nurse
bees in the nuc. However, a strong nuc with frames of food,
emerging bees and a new queen being introduced should well
be able to overcome foragers returning to the mother hive.

~ Lance Cuthill
A: Take the brood frames out of the mother hive, and removing
the queen if she is on one of them, brush those bees into the
nuc. These will largely be the nurse bees that have never been
out of the hive. When they get a bit older and become field
bees, they will orient to the nuc at its new location.

~ Axel Krause
A: When I pull a nuc and it remains in the same yard I will
shake additional nurse bees off frames and into the nuc hive
to ensure enough bees to nurture the brood, also ensure there
are a couple of frames of honey/pollen. Then I will feed sugar
syrup for a couple of weeks (so that the nurse bees aren’t
forced into becoming foragers prematurely). I don’t worry
about taking field bees with the nuc; if you ensure enough
brood (all stages), nurse bees, food stores and food supply,
nature will take it’s course and queen cells should show up
shortly. 
~ Kathleen Suddes
A: One solution is to fill the nuc predominantly with young
nurse bees (on brood frames) that haven’t flown yet and a
frame or two of capped, emerging brood. The nurse bees and
newly emerging bees won’t know where the strong hive is

located so will be loyal to the nuc even when they get old
enough to become foragers. 
~ Heather Higo
A: If you find the queen simply set her aside and shake the
young (haven’t flown yet) bees off of several frames of brood
to compensate for the old bees flying back. If you can’t or
don’t want to find the queen and you’re splitting a hive with
brood in two chambers, simply put a queen excluder between
the chambers. 4 days later a quick look will tell you where the
queen is. You can then have your way with the queenless part.

~ Steve Clifford
A: Make sure that the nuc has 2 frames of brood (all stages)
and two frames with food. Ensure that all frames are covered
with bees. If you make the nuc in late afternoon/evening and
plug the entrance with grass, most of the bees should stay
there. 
~ Steve Mitchell
A: Switch the nuc with the mother hive, or next time move the
mother hive first and make a nuc in that spot. 

~ Jon Aebischer
A: Shake more bees off of a couple of frames into the nuc. You
want to shake young bees in to the nuc, those bees that have
not taken their orientation flights yet. The frames that have
open larvae are being fed by young bees. These are the frames
you want to shake the bees off of. 
~ Keith Rae
A: Research methods of making nucs that balance field bees
between the parent and nuc. One way is to manipulate the
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location and direction of the entrances, so field bees leave
the parent hive, but return to the nuc. Don’t be too extreme,
however. Especially in cold weather, you can hurt a parent
colony if you divert too many foragers to a nuc. 

~ Kerry Clark
A: So long as there’s open brood and nurse bees in the new
nuc, and the new queen is accepted and laying...then foragers
are optional. Feed the nuc until the new generation of foragers
get to work. 
~ Diane Dunaway

fructose. Only the glucose sugars crystallize. When they
do, they release the extra moisture which is absorbed by the
fructose sugars. If the honey is stored in a cool place and
the fructose sugars are kept suspended around the glucose
crystals, the honey will keep indefinitely. If the honey is kept
in a place too warm, the glucose crystals will only partially
melt and will sink allowing the fructose sugars, with a now
higher moisture content, to rise to the top of the container and
start to ferment. Store honey in a cool place to avoid problems
with fermentation. 
~ Keith Rae

Q: What is the best
way to keep bees from
drowning in a barrel
feeder?

A: Yes. The dextrose/glucose portion of honey that crystallizes
easily may result in the honey separating into two layers, with
a higher moisture levulose/fructose layer on top that may
ferment. To minimize fermentation, consider getting and
using a refractometer. 
~ Kerry Clark

A: Don’t use barrel
feeders. They are a
potential source of
disease distribution. 

~ Lance Cuthill

A: Think so, it’ll take on moisture if you let it. I tell people to
freeze honey they’re storing for a while, it won’t change while
frozen. ~ Steve Clifford

A: Don’t use a barrel feeder! Especially if there are other
beekeeper colonies in the vicinity. They may still have honey
supers on or may decide to extract spring honey that you may
be contaminating. 
~ Keith Rae
A: From the Animal Health Act - Bee Regulation: “10 (2)
A person must not feed bees by leaving food exposed or by
any other method that is reasonably likely to cause robbing
behaviours.” The reason that barrel feeding is no longer
allowed by The Ministry of Agriculture is simply to prevent
the spread of disease. On a management level, barrel feeding
won’t provide for the bees that need it most and will create the
possibly of frenzied robbing. Not a pretty sight.

~ Wendi Gilson, Saltspring Island, BC
Q: Can honey that has completely crystallized ferment?

Q: If honey fermentation is a combination of yeast and moisture content in the honey, can you control the presence of
yeast in the honey house, and if so how?

A: Fermentation results when temperature, moisture, yeast
and sugars are just
right. Certainly crystallized honey is lacking in moisture and
won’t ferment but
should the other factors change fermentation can occur. 

~ Lance Cuthill

A: Yeast in the honey house could be controlled, but the cost
would be horrendous. The simple solution is a) don’t leave
honey in the extractor and b) keep the honey in barrels or pails
covered. 
~ Steve Mitchell

A: Yes, when honey crystallizes it loses some of it’s moisture
but that moisture remains in the container, which then can
increase the moisture content of the remaining honey that is
still liquid. Yeast can grow in this now moist environment
which will permit fermentation. 
~ Kathleen Suddes

A: Not really, without going to extraordinary lengths. The
yeast that cause fermentation are in the air all around us (this
is also why you can start a sourdough culture just by leaving
flour and water in a bowl open to the air). One could make
a honey house with filtered air but there would be no way
to decontaminate the incoming frames of honey. The best
solution is to just let the bees fully mature the honey and cap
it. 
~ Leonard Foster

A: It will if it is allowed to absorb moisture. ~ Steve Mitchell
A: Yes. Honey is comprised of 2 main sugars, glucose and
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A: When extracting my honey house gets pretty warm and
humid - it’s inescapable. Clean your equipment after each use,
use a sanitizing bleach solution when you wash up, including
your floor, and make sure everything is rinsed and dry. I have
a large fan that after cleanup, speeds up drying with good air
circulation. Yeast needs moisture to grow so you want to keep
a clean and dry honey house. 
~ Kathleen Suddes

A: Some of the yeasts are present in
the honey to begin with. Make sure the
honey is ripe, below 17.8%. This is the
maximum allowed moisture for honey
to be sold in Canada as #1 Grade. In
the early days of the Canadian honey
industry, the standard was set at 17%.
This was considered the moisture
content that would keep honey from
spoiling given the variables in the
source, extraction, preparation and
storage. This standard was raised to
17.8% in the year 2000 to be in line with
honey standards in the USA. This higher
moisture content could be detrimental
to long term honey storage, if it is not
stored properly.

~ Keith Rae
A: I expect that yeast would increase
in any thin layer of honey as it picks
up moisture from the air. If such honey
with augmented yeast is mixed with
next year’s honey, risk of fermentation
may increase. To reduce risk of honey
fermenting, reduce mixing high-yeast
honey with fresh honey, and consider
getting and using a refractometer. If
your honey is 17% moisture or below,
you don’t have to worry about yeast
levels. 
~ Kerry Clark
A: Focus on moisture or make mead! 

~ Diane Dunaway

Q: What is a sure way to introduce a
virgin queen to a nuc?
A: Ensure that the nuc is queenless for
at least 8 hours. Introduce the virgin in a
queen cage with candy.

~ Steve Mitchell
A: Nothing is 100%. But you increase
your odds of success if your nuc has
been queenless for 48 hours, she’s
caged, and the bees need to get through
a candy plug to release her.

~ Kathleen Suddes
A: A virgin queen could be introduced

safely in a push-in cage (8-mesh
hardware cloth cut and folded into a
shallow 4-6” cage) that is pushed into
a frame containing emerging brood and
some honey. Then after a few days,
one corner of the cage can be opened to
allow her to roam freely in the nuc and
take mating flights.  ~ Heather Higo
A: By coating the queen in honey or
syrup the bees are more interested in
cleaning her, and by the time they have
cleaned her off they will have in most
cases accepted her. 
~ Keith Rae

A: Make the nuc and let them sit 2 or
3 days. This gives it time to start their
own emergency cells. Then give a ripe
cell before the cell hatches; they’re
expecting a virgin but can’t count days,
as far as I know. 
~ Steve Clifford
A: There are NO sure ways in
beekeeping. Queen cells are more likely
to succeed than virgin queens in a nuc.

~ Diane Dunaway
Q: I want to requeen a honey production
hive. Would it work to insert a ripe
queen cell and leave the original queen?
I have seen a virgin hatch into a nuc
with the original queen and then take
her over, and help the nuc rebound into
better shape, but I am not certain if it is
worth the effort to try this on all of my
production hives or if it is better to be
certain and find the queens. I don’t have
trouble finding queens, but if it is not
necessary then I don’t mind saving time.
A: Although I don’t have personal
experience with this method I was
taught that if you insert a ripe queen
cell, the bees treat this as a supercedure
cell, and the newly hatched queen does
in fact take over the colony.

~ Kathleen Suddes
A: Some beekeepers requeen using
this method. Or you can even put in an
excluder if it’s a double box colony, and
put a cell into each box to increase the
odds of getting one new queen, in case
the one cell in the box where the queen
is gets destroyed by the old queen. Most
still prefer the control of removing the
old queen and installing a new queen of
their choice. 
~ Heather Higo
A: I recommend killing the old queen
first for more predictable cell hatching
afterwards. 
~ Jon Aebischer

A: You want to adopt a process that
will achieve the best results. Could it
work? Yes. Will it work every time in
different conditions? No. It is the bees
in the colony that are going to make
the decision of what happens to the
introduced cell, whether they will allow
the queen to tear it down or whether
they do it themselves. Depending on
the time of year and hive conditions,
how the bees will react can be different.
For maximum success, make the hive
queenless and put the cell in a cell
protector cage so the virgin has the best
chance at emerging. Even a successfully
released virgin still needs to mate and
can be lost during this process. A few
extra nucs to produce extra queens to
cover these failures will save hives that
end up queenless. 
~ Keith Rae
A: The tendency to swarm varies with
bee stock, season and with environmental
conditions. Some beekeepers do as you
say with success. In some situations,
the same action could result in swarms.
I suggest you talk with your local
beekeepers who are successful, and try
a new method cautiously (i.e. not with
all of your production hives). 

~ Kerry Clark
A: Russian roulette! Why chance it?
This approach is potentially a huge
setback to production depending on
the time of year. If your goal is honey
production, then manage accordingly.
Some time-saving ideas aren’t. You may
end up with an old queen that still needs
to be replaced if the virgin is balled or
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isn’t successful in her mating flight.
That said, you can always remove and
bank older queens for back-up insurance
if you prefer to re-queen with cells.

~ Diane Dunaway

selling him the queen cells. Jim was
and still is a skilled and very successful
beekeeper, so who knows? Sticking a
cell in there and letting them sort it out
surely does no harm.  ~ Steve Clifford

A: I call that “induced supercedure”.
Back in the 80s, a USDA researcher
turned commercial beekeeper who was
in favour of closing the border, spoke
at bee meetings promoting this method.
He also said all would be well because
we wouldn't need those queens anyway.
Funny, we're still importing them.
Around the same time, Tom Taylor
and I did some research for the SK
government. I marked 100 queens, and
put in queen cells for three years. 17%
was the highest change we got, and that
would include natural supercedure and
swarming. The former USDA researcher
claimed 80% but had no research to
back it up. Now, having said all that, I
had one queen customer, Jim Riou, who
would argue. Jim would always buy 200
or so cells in early June for his nucs, but
would also buy 6-700 cells in mid-July
and place them in his wintered colonies.
He did this for years and swore by it. I
never argued with him because I loved

Q: How strong does a colony need to be
to get through the winter?
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A: It should have one and a half boxes
of bees and the top box needs 50-70
lbs. of honey at the end of October. The
amount of stores may vary with region.
The other part of the recipe is the need
for mite control while day time highs
are at least 20°C.
~ Steve Mitchell
A: This would depend on where you
live, and how wet, cold and long your
winter is, and what your winter setup
for your colonies is like. Do your hives
stand alone or do you make quads with
the hives tight together, do you wrap, are
they under cover? I am not comfortable
with anything less than a full deep of
bees with plenty of food stores. My
hives are not stacked together, I do use
quilt boxes and candy boards, and this
coming winter all will have covers for
rain protection.

~ Kathleen Suddes
A: Hive strength? That depends a bit
on how cold your winters are and what
other winter preparations, insulation,
etc. you are using. The standard for
years was a strong double box colony,
but many beekeepers now overwinter
in singles (one very full deep box of

bees in the fall) with ample food – the
old recommendation is 60 lb of honey
or even more in northern areas. Nucs
can also be used for overwintering, but
again, they need to be packed with young
bees, well-fed, and heavy with honey.
Most importantly, the bees need to be
young, healthy bees going into winter,
which means getting mite treatments on
early so that the last 1-2 rounds of brood
produced is relatively mite and virusfree, and healthy! 
~ Heather Higo
A: I learned from successful beekeepers
in the maritimes that a healthy colony
should be overwintered in two deep
brood chambers (or 4 mid-size) along
with 6 frames of pollen and 60 lbs of
honey. The hive including equipment
and honey bees should weigh more
than 120 lbs, preferably 160 lbs. Bees
are more likely to die of starvation than
freezing. Out East the winter is longer
but this is a useful guide for any area in
BC.

~ Heather Clay, Vernon, BC

A: It needs to have all the preparations
and resources for its size. Anything from
a 5 frame nuc to a full size 3 deep super
colony. If either is not prepared properly
they could die. In general smaller hive
populations going into winter require
more preparation. 
~ Keith Rae
A: Strong and with adequate food.
Depends on the winter and your
tolerance for failure. A significant
proportion of the colonies that died in
the BC winter of 2016-17 would likely
have survived in the winter of 2015-16.
Three factors to consider: it is much
easier to add food to a colony before
winter. A colony worth $200 can starve
in late winter, for want of $5 worth of
food in fall, and the time-tested advice is
to take your losses in the fall (anything
less than a full single has a much higher
risk of winter failure). Come to the
BeeBetter education day in Kelowna in
October and hear from beekeepers who
routinely have good success winter and
summer, using a single brood box. 

~ Kerry Clark
A: After wintering bees in Saskatchewan
for 40 winters, the more bees the merrier.
More bees means each individual bee
needs to eat less to create heat, which
equals less waste per bee.

~ Steve Clifford

A: A young queen, (not older than two
years) with a good cover of healthy
bees, and ample food stores of about
60# honey plus pollen are best. There’s
much to be said for overwintering
colonies in a single brood chamber,
however most folks still go with a
double. According to the Mid-Atlantic
Apiculture Research and Extension
Consortium (MAAREC): “Only strong
colonies should be overwintered. Weak
colonies (<15 frames covered with bees)
should be united with strong colonies
or combined with other weak colonies
during late summer or early fall to allow
the bees time to rearrange their brood
nest and stores before winter. Weak
colonies that manage to survive the
winter will build up slowly in the spring
and probably remain weak throughout
the spring flow.”

~ Diane Dunaway
Q: To wrap or not to wrap in a wet,
coastal climate?
A: In recent years we have experimented
with wrapping one yard in the mountains
that stays there all year, 40+ hives,
using 1” styrofoam high density, looks
like it makes a real difference. The 1”
styro under the lid does make a real
difference, especially if you are using
white sugar to extend your stores.

~ Stan Reist, Nanaimo, BC
A: Last winter I had the best winter
survival ever and lost none of my 40
hives. I don’t know if it was the fact that
I treated for mites and for nosema or
because I wrapped my hives differently.
I always cover all my hives to protect
from rain with a 3 foot section of torchon roofing material, and provide loose
sugar on the inner lid with newspaper
and insulation pillows over that.
Last winter for the first time I also
screwed ridged 2 inch foam insulation
directly to the sides of my hives, using
roof insulation fasteners. The upper and
lower entrances were left open. The
theory is that this allowed less space on
the outside of the hive for condensation
to form. In the spring, the insulation
was removed and stored for next winter.
I used the sheet insulation coated with
plastic and foil available from Home
Depot to improve durability. I don’t
know if this made a difference but my
hive woodenware certainly looked dry
in the spring.
I also think a young, strong, locally
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adapted queen with a big well fed colony, with ripe honey,
and a hive location with some winter sun and protection from
wind make a big difference. I don’t think there is a “silver
bullet” to successfully overwinter your hives, many factors
are important!
Now is the time to start preparing your hives for a successful
winter. 

~ Nancy Leonard, Bowen Island, BC
A: Outer wrap on the coast is unnecessary and we have never
done it. I feel it is detrimental due to the dampness between
the wood and the wrap being trapped. Some of our hives have
insulated lids but the hives without do just as well. Good
ventilation (upper and lower), and strong colonies with lots of
food stores are all that is needed.

~ Sol Nowitz, Nanaimo, BC
A: I have heard this theory that you don't need to wrap hives
on the coast, and I'm not sure it's right. Last year I simply put
them 4 to a pallet and tied half a sheet of plywood overtop. My
hives all have vent holes drilled midway on the second brood
chamber. This year I’m going to add some top insulation and
tarpaper around. Back in SK I used that foil backed bubble
wrap stuff and really liked it; used it around the sides and over
top. I think that plywood over the top goes a long way to keep
them dry. The bees I brought here last October could have
used a little insulating, especially on top.  ~ Steve Clifford

condense, and then drip on the bees. Wet bees are dead bees.
There is no other need to wrap in the winter as the bees do
best at about 4°C and that is our average sitting temperature.
We seldom go below -6°C, and bees are evolved to survive at
those temps if they have sufficient population and food.

~ Brenda Jager, Gabriola Island, BC ❀

A: I do not wrap. A beekeeper may wish to insulate the top
to reduce condensation when hot air could hit a cold roof,
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6 Frame Nucs
by Steve Clifford
I have fond memories of conversations I had with the late
beekeeper Alf Taylor of Nipawin, SK. Alf was a skilled and
respected beekeeper, and deserves much credit for his work in
the early days of wintering bees in western Canada. I clearly
remember Alf telling me, “when you winter bees here, a third
will be good, a third will be too good, and a third will be no
good.” Another conversation with a beekeeping friend comes
to mind. We were discussing the challenges of wintering
bees in our Saskatchewan climate and he said, “I’ve tried
everything..most of it didn’t work.”
Late in my 40 year stint of keeping bees in SK something
came along that does work, and works surprisingly well.
The best ideas are often the simplest ones, and this is pretty
simple. My beekeeping amigo Trevor Rehaluk reasoned that
six, 6-frame nucs are the same dimensions as four Langstroth
hives. This allows six two storey 6-frame nucs to be wintered
on a pallet outdoors using standard four hive packing material.
Without nucs to act as support troops for wintered colonies,
something must be done to recover that third that is no good.
Bees must be purchased, or the third that is too good must be
exploited to replace the deadouts and boost the weak ones.
With nucs to support the weak and the dead, things go much
better.
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Early in the spring we would mark our wintered colonies
as either strong, leave alone or weak. As spring moved along,
we simply took brood and bees from the strongest nucs and
boosted the weak ones. When queen rearing time showed
up, we simply transferred the nucs into full depth equipment,
leaving one frame of brood and reducing them to a single, add
a ripe queen cell and leave them to recover. At that time the
very strongest hives gave up a split made with two or three
frames of brood, and were also given a ripe cell. These would
do surprisingly well; run as single they would produce a fair
bit of honey. In the fall these got undersupered and would
often be among the best colonies the following spring.
These six framers amazed me at every turn. They wintered
well and proved very resilient. I called them the gift that keeps
on giving. At transfer time we tried to weaken them so they
simply recovered and didn’t need to be supered, often without
success. They would at least fatten themselves and we fall fed
them very little. I have seen two of them slid together and
supered with Langstroth equipment, seems to work, though I
wonder how long they would tolerate two queens when in this
configuration.
How many to have? If you owned nucs to the tune of 30%
of your regular colonies, I’m pretty sure your colony count
would grow whether you wanted it to or not. I first tried
wintering a couple of pallets of these nucs in each bee yard,
but settled on keeping them in separate yards by themselves.
The numbers never seemed to work out and we ended up
moving brood and bees regardless. Once you own these nucs,
their maintenance cost is minimal...a queen cell every year
and we applied meds the same as the regular colonies. They
are truly the gift that keeps on giving. ❀
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The Bee Awareness Society
by Linda Martin, Keith Stetsko
and Sharon Myers
The Bee Awareness Society came
about as a result of inspiration from an
observation hive which was built by
Keith’s brother, Byron Stetsko. Keith
was inspired to design and build his own
with Byron’s help. The source of wood
was from an original door jamb (3 1/2”
thick) salvaged from the old Cominco
plant in Trail (ancient old growth fir
wood). This original hive was built 48
years ago and was placed on the dresser
in his children’s bedroom. Together
with his children and their friends they
learned about the honey bees.
The children were so interested,
enthused and fascinated with learning
about the honey bees, that Keith decided
to take his hive to schools and provide a
lectured day program about honey bees
in the West Kootenays. With the time
commitment of work and raising his
family he was forced to put his project
on hold after one season. Now in his
retirement, Keith and fellow beekeeper
Sharon Myers decided to rekindle his
project, placing an observation bee
hive as a pilot project in W. E. Graham
School in Slocan in 2015, and financing
the program out of their own pockets.
The pilot project was very successful.
Within two weeks of installation,
demand from other schools grew
rapidly. The project was supported
by the West Kootenay Beekeepers,
young beekeepers in the community,
other schools within and outside of our
community and the community at large.
The Bee Awareness Society is
a non-profit organization and was
incorporated on April 1, 2016. We
applied for grants and accepted cash and
in-kind donations for funding, as there
is no cost to the schools. We expanded
in 2016, including W. E. Graham and
new installs at Winlaw Elementary,
Whole School in Winlaw, Four Nations
Coalition of Indigenous Medicines in
Vallican, Selkirk College in Castlegar
and Columbia Park Elementary in
Revelstoke. Our vision is to reach out to
every student in BC schools.
We also placed an observation bee
hive in Frog Peak Café at Crescent
Valley, creating education in a social,
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cultural circle every day, with people
visiting and enjoying the unique
experience of dining with the bees.
We expanded to 17 schools in 2017,
building and installing observation
hives and teaching day programs;
Sharon Myers directs and teaches our
Learning Program. We now offer three
different programs: the installation of
an observation bee hive with a learning
program, a day program where we
bring a “closed” observation hive to the
school for viewing during the learning
program (this is predicated by students
at a school who react in anaphylactic
shock from bee stings), and we will also
come with only the learning program if
a hive cannot be facilitated.
The objective of the Society, through
the use of the observation hive (the Live
Learning Tool) and the Learning Plan,
is to instill responsible stewardship at
an early age so that our children can
make a difference in enabling a healthy
environment for the plants, animals
and insects that provide for our future.
We encourage as many students as
possible in each school and surrounding
community (home schooled children) to
take advantage of this learning and our

reach is from Kindergarten to College
students. The information is presented
at an age when children are interested
in insects, interested in changing the
world, and students are keen on projects
and science. The best result is that they
take information home to share with
family and friends, and practice the
things taught in their own environment.
The Society takes requests from
schools. Our directors work together to
build the observation hives, source the
bees, and install the observation hives
into the schools, which is followed
up with the Learning Plan. The Bee
Awareness Society directors are Sharon
Myers - President/Education Director,
Keith Stetsko - Vice President/Designer/

The kindergarten/grade 1 class at Wildflower school in Nelson, and their
observation hive provided by the Bee Awareness Society.

Photo credit: Tyler Harper, Nelson Star

This is a picture of the bees fanning in the entrance
tunnel during the summer. Gives a whole new meaning
to the term 'wind tunnel'. 
Photo credit: Axel Krause
Builder/Installer of hives, Linda Martin - Secretary-Treasurer/
Grant Writer/Fund Securer, Henry Hutter and Pete Rilkoff Directors/Helpers for building hives and collecting swarms.
Axel Krause, President of the West Kootenay Beekeepers and
Kootenay Regional Apiary Inspector, has been very helpful
and supportive of our project, thank you Axel!
Currently our project in the West Kootenays brings together
people with different ethnic backgrounds and social status, and
is inclusive of Indigenous Nations. It is spearheaded by our
education program to encourage creativity in the classrooms,
and teaches methods of preserving our agriculture, food
sources, environment and economy by protecting the honey
bee and other pollinators. We also helped the West Kootenay
Beekeepers to change city bylaws so that towns in this area
can accommodate backyard beekeepers.
The observation hives give students a full view of the
honey bee community and culture. They see the queen laying
eggs, baby bees emerging from capped cells, bees cleaning
the hive, bees bringing in nectar and pollen, feeding the
queen, and the directional dance. This Live Learning Tool is
presented as “the canary in the coal mine”, as it is our way of
measuring what is happening with pollinators.
A key component of the project is the understanding
presented in the Learning Plan. Once the observation hive is
installed in the school and the students have had a chance
to study the hive for several days, the Learning Plan is
presented. This Learning Plan usually runs for 30-50 minutes
and is somewhat modified to the level of the students.
The Learning Plan starts with why we need pollinators:
first because they provide 40% of our food and second that the
plants cannot move about to pollinate themselves. We provide
students with a clear understanding of what pollination is by
showing them with diagrams how pollinators move the pollen
from one plant to another.
We present some interesting facts about honey bees in
Anatomy 101 (what the body part functions are) as well as
the seasons of the bees and the members of the honey bee
hive. An open discussion is encouraged on different types of
pollinators: bats, mosquitos, butterflies, wasps, and a variety
of wild bees and honey bees. This is followed up by some
of the best plants for nectar and pollen, as well as planting a

Keith viewing the observation bee hive with students
from Columbia Park Elementary in Revelstoke.
variety of forage.
We then move into things that are hazards to bees and start
a discussion about why the bees are disappearing. For example
we talk about chemicals, polluted water, monoculture crops,
the chemical cocktails we mix in our own homes and yards
with items like pest sprays and household cleaners.
The observation hive at Selkirk College is looked after by
fellow West Kootenay club member Bronwyn Krause, who is
also one of the college’s librarians. The hive is located in the
college library study room. Following are a few notes from

Gwendolyn and Jasmine Pusey are fascinated by the
honey bees in the original observation bee hive installed
in W E Graham school in the spring of 2015 as a pilot
project; the girls are Sharon's granddaughters.
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The observation hive in the study room at Selkirk
College. 
Photo credit: Bronwyn Krause
Bronwyn about this hive which she wrote near the end of
January:
“The library is on the second floor of Selkirk College’s
Castlegar campus. The study room overlooks a courtyard so
the bees have an unobstructed flight path. They have a piece
of clear tubing to travel between the hive and the window
opening.
The queen has been laying all winter, so I’ve been
feeding them sugar syrup, and started with pollen patties at

the beginning of January when I noticed that their stash was
looking a little low. I put the pollen patties on top of my coffee
mug to get them warm, and then squish it through one side of
the grating where they access their feed jar.
I generally keep them covered with a towel for both
warmth and darkness, but there are quite a few students who
know that they can peek whenever they’d like. Room 214 has
been renamed 'the bee room' and students seem to enjoy the
company of the bees.”
For more information please visit our website at:
westkootenaybeekeepers.ca, and click on Bee Awareness
Society and the pop up links; information about us, our work
and the bylaw changes are all there.
You can also get in touch with Sharon Myers at beesharon@
icloud.com for education programs, Linda Martin at
tendervalleycare@hotmail.com, tel 250-226-7758 for funding
and Keith Stetsko at jkstetsko@gmail.com, tel 250-359-7810
for installation of observation bee hives. ❀
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Mutual Respect in the Treatment-Free Debate

Thank you to Roselyne Lambert for taking
the time to express a perspective that I
agree is valid, about respectful sharing
and discussion at BCHPA meetings. In
this case, Roselyne was disappointed in a
lack of discussion and the negativity in a
mention of treatment-free beekeeping at
our Kamloops meeting, and wrote about it
in the last issue of BeesCene in an article
entitled, ‘Of Varroa and Respect’.
I won’t defend any lack of personal
respect, that’s always inappropriate. Perception of disrespect
is trickier. My interpretation of the comments at the meeting
was that they were directed at practices that may have had
damaging effects on neighbouring beekeepers. I feel it is
important to avoid taking personal offence where another
interpretation is possible.
With ongoing careful consideration, the strategy that the
BCHPA supports, in the Certified Instructor training course
and in arranging speakers, is not a specific treatment nor
treatment-free approach, but Integrated Pest Management. It’s
a concept broad enough to include non-chemical management,
which some might categorize as “treatment-free”. It is based
on monitoring and treatment if necessary, but not necessarily
chemical applications. Perhaps the term “treatment” needs
more careful definition. Resistant/hygienic stock, brood
breaks from splitting and screened bottom boards can all
count as treatment.
IPM is a robust approach to a complex and evolving
situation. We will continue to strive to bring the most credible
information to our members (at our October meeting we will
have Randy Oliver, who I expect will have some supportive
comments about reducing chemical treatments.) There are
various options for Varroa management, but an attempt to
operate colonies without any Varroa management can result
in a loss of bees, and do serious damage to your beekeeping
neighbours.
There are honey bees that apparently survive without

any Varroa treatments, but some of those
bees are not suitable for beekeeping in a
Canadian climate. African bee stock seems
clearly Varroa resistant, and beekeepers in
parts of the US may already have stock that
is tolerable for beekeeping and survives
without conventional chemical treatments.
That doesn’t mean a beekeeper in Canada
can simply stop treatment and a resistant
stock will evolve in a few months or years.
In some cases, bee colonies not treated (at
least with strips or such) and are still alive a few years later,
have been interpreted (with some evidence) to be a result of
less pathogenic mites. That’s different from resistant bees.
There are still significant unknowns about Varroa and
colony health, the effect of viruses (triggered by Varroa)
being a key one. The ongoing National survey of bee viruses
is finding results that may lead to an understanding of what
causes colony mortality when the fairly low threshold of Varroa
prevalence (3% in fall) is exceeded. There ARE millions of
dollars being spent pursuing a path toward selecting Varroa
resistance and what might be considered “chemical treatmentfree” hive management.
Please stay engaged with the BCHPA, learn more about the
IPM approach and at the same time hold on to the objective
of bees thriving without beekeepers resorting to conventional
chemical treatments. I think you’ll find it’s a goal shared by
your fellow beekeepers. Stay tuned to credible sources of
beekeeping information. Reports of novel methods have a lot
of attention paid to them, but some are just not credible. I think
we are making progress, and that we in Canada have a lot of
talent working on a tough problem. At some point, chemical
treatment-free could be the topic of a BCHPA/Apiculture
Program educational day and regional presentations. I expect
it’s the same goal of beekeepers the world over.
And yes, let’s be personally respectful as we try to find
shared goals and credible solutions.

~ Kerry Clark

Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing
Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill

Box 100
Bulyea, Saskatchewan
SOG 0L0

Phone: 306-725-4820
Fax: 306-725-3193
www.lambacres.ca

Beekeeping Supplies

Canadian Woodenware
Extracting Equipment - Protective Clothing
Beekeeping Kits
www.9hives.ca 250-212-8815
robertsonfait@gmail.com
1766 Garner Road, Kelowna, BC

Wanted:

Honey in Barrels • Bee Pollen • Honey Comb

Dew Fresh Honey

Osoyoos, B.C.

Cell: 250-485-2924

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
2098 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, BC V0X 1C2

Blair & Cheryl Tarves

BC BRED QUEENS • NUCS
BREEDING STOCK
April 15 - Sept. 15

Phone 250-499-2555
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Wild Island Queen Rearing
by Wendi Gilson
It’s just after solstice, and the bees are
getting ready for winter. I am driving
out to the beeyards through a tunnel
of blackberry flowers. There’s a sweet,
milky coffee on the dash and CBC on
the truck radio or maybe it’s time for
Joni Mitchell.
I’ve spent the last week with a bunch
of wild island beekeepers, participating
in Iain Glass’s queen rearing course at
the Ag Hall in Duncan and at Many
Hands Farm in Westholme. We were
from Vancouver Island, Denman,
Saltspring, Gambier and Haiti, and had
all bravely signed up for Advanced
Queen Rearing. Iain’s course focused
on critical and creative thinking as well
as collaboration.
Iain - a neuroscientist by day - told
us his frog joke to illustrate the flaws of
science: A scientist takes a frog, sits it
on a table and commands it to jump. The
frog jumps 4 feet. He then amputates one
of the frog’s legs and orders it to jump.
The frog jumps 3 feet. He amputates
another leg and orders the frog to jump.
It jumps 2 feet. He removes another leg.
The frog jumps 1 foot on command. He
removes the last leg and orders the frog
to jump, to no avail. He concludes that
if you remove all the legs from a frog it

Max Perpignandt and Graham Fraser practicing grafting. Max was on
sponsorship for 2 months on Vancouver Island, and will take the knowledge
back to Haiti to develop apiaries there.

goes deaf.
I couldn’t help but wonder if the frog
really was deaf. No sense ruling it out.
The core of our work over the two
weekends was based upon considering
three aspects about how we interact with
our bees: respect that they are
wild insects, observe them in
their natural behaviours and
imitate their natural behaviours
in our management.
Understanding the natural
behaviour of a species in the
wild, when possible, is the key
to a successful interaction with
them. When I work with people
and horses, I encourage the
people to approach the horse
every time as if it were a wild
horse - even if it is just a little
pony in the backyard - and not
with fear, but with respect.
Honey bees make that a little
easier for us because even
L to R: Janet Simpson, Curtis Robinson and though we ‘keep’ them, their
Del D’Arcangelo learning how to do field behaviour is the same as if they
evaluations to assess spermatheca from were truly wild.
We talked about genetics
queens.
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and epigenetics (the effect of the
environment on genes and possibly
genetic memory) and how successful
breeding is finding a genetic adaptation
and turning it on.
These concepts are part of good
animal husbandry but have sometimes
been overlooked by beekeepers,
possibly because small scale beekeepers
have been in the habit of imitating the
practices of commercial beekeepers,
which is not necessary or desirable since
they have different goals.
We discussed the concepts of
“Panic” and “Plenty” in bees creating
queen cells, which I agree with. Bees
raise queens for two reasons: Panic,
when the queen is missing or defective
- in this case the bees hurry to produce a
few queen cells; and Plenty, when there
is a strong colony and good conditions
- favourable weather, nectar flow - in
this case the bees make many large
queen cells. Genetics only accounts
for part of a good queen - the other
part is environment, or how well she
is fed. When rearing queens, we want
to provide both panic (by making up a

THE

VOICES
SEPTEMBER 22–24,
MEDINA, OH
ANN HARMAN
CLARENCE COLLISON
TONI BURNHAM
L to R: Janet Simpson, Lloyd Muckle, Collen Slade and Del D’Arcangelo,
practicing grafting using varying techniques, lighting and grafting tools, into
both JZBZ queen cups and wax cups they made.
queenless cell starter) and plenty (by
providing nurse bees, pollen, stores and
possibly extra feed).
The course was also an exercise
in clarity, so I don’t know why I kept
losing my glasses all the time.
Iain said there would be homework
every day, between the weekends, and
he was serious! We did field work in our
home apiaries and research on our own.
We split up into small groups of 3
or 4 to discuss what we will be doing
in our home apiaries with what we
learned from this course, and announced
our plan to create better bees, which
will include measuring frozen brood
removal and according selection for this
hygienic behaviour. Because of all this
- the actual technique of grafting was
relatively easy.
Kim and Curtis Robinson hosted a
BBQ on the last night at Many Hands
Farm. On a night with no moon, we
told bee stories and drank wine. It was
so hot during my visit there, I was
happy to include the cool pools of the
Chemanius River as part of my mission
to find all the best swimming holes on
Vancouver Island. There was one beside
a local graveyard which I couldn’t resist
a quick peek at.
Oh, and we also learned that if you
are ever in a remote area and have some
crazy glue, you can use it to suture
wounds - I can see this as being very

handy - although it will burn sensitive
tissue so be careful. I went out and
bought some crazy glue, as well as a
new corkscrew and epi pen for my truck
travel kit.
Getting intimately familiar with
the cycles and rhythms of breeding
queen bees can only make us better
beekeepers, in the same way that a good
understanding of bee biology, life cycles
and colony behaviour is essential. On
the last day, we dissected spermathecas
to observe if the queens had been well
mated or not.
Included in the course was a virgin
VSH queen for participants and
the opportunity to graft from VSH
(treatment free) stock. Currently, many
of those grafts have produced virgin
queens which by now have mated with
our local drones. We were also given
everything needed for queen rearing
including a one handed queen catcher.
This course was the first part of the
larger Ethical Bees project, in which
Iain hopes to work with the Island’s
beekeepers to introduce some desirable
genetics, adapt them to the Islands, and
very carefully select from the adapted
stock. The premise is that better bees
need less (although not necessarily no)
treatment, and with good management
and IPM practices we can make better
bees.
Better bees are the best treatment. ❀

KIM LEHMAN
ED COLBY
JAY EVANS
PHIL CRAFT
LARRY CONNOR
JESSICA LOUQUE
KIM FLOTTUM
KATHY SUMMERS
NOT IN PERSON, BUT FROM
THE MAGIC OF TECHNOLOGY…

JIM TEW, JENNIFER BERRY,
ROSS CONRAD

COME HEAR THE
VOICES OF BEE CULTURE
SPEAKING THE WAY
THEY WRITE

REGISTER NOW!

$100/person, $150/couple

www.beeculture.com
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BCHPA BRANCHES

Club Contacts

BC Bee Breeders Branch
4880 Wells Road, Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H5
Elizabeth Huxter president@bcbeebreeders.ca 250-442-5204
Burnaby Branch
990 Cliff Avenue, Burnaby, BC V5A 2J5
Janice Bobic burnabybeekeepers@telus.net
Central Cariboo Branch
Box 825, 150 Mile House BC, V0K 2G0
John Hoyrup hilltop4@telus.net

604-298-6164

Kamloops Branch
1062 Fleetwood Court, Kamloops, BC, V2B 8J4
Ed Zurawell ezclocks@gmail.com
Langley Branch
34701 Mila St., Abbotsford, BC, V2S 4Z7
Elaine Garry langleybeeclub@gmail.com 
North Okanagan Branch
1253 Collison Road, Kelowna, BC, V1X 5J3
Dan Mawson dkmawson@shaw.ca 

604-852-2272
250-763-4146

Prince George Branch
18835 Ness Lake Road, Prince George BC, V2K 5L7
Barry Clark m_bclark@hotmail.com 
250-301-6266
West Kootenay Branch
431 Rosedale Road, Castlegar, BC, V1N 4L3
Axel Krause a.krause@telus.net 

BCHPA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
Capital Region Beekeepers Association
Box 43033, Victoria, BC V8X 3G2
Bill Fosdick
president@capitalregionbeekeepers.ca 

250-608-7397

250-216-7761

Comox Valley Beekeepers Association
5411 Wildwood Road, Courtenay, BC V9J 1P5
Jennifer Dilfer jenn.dilfer@hotmail.com  250-703-2669
Richmond Beekeepers Association
c/o Richmond Nature Park, 11851 Westminster Hwy,
Richmond BC V6X 1B4
Fiona Gold president@richmondbeekeepers.ca
Cowichan Beekeepers Association
Box 274 Cobblehill BC V0R 1L0
Don Fowler
pinebug@gmail.com

250-710-9517

OTHER BEE- RELATED ORGANIZATIONS

Alberni Valley Honey Producers Association
6219 Lamarque Road, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson
davemikkelson@hotmail.com 
250-723-6089
BC Peace Beekeepers
P.O. Box 2090, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4K8
Kerry Clark
kccsclark@gmail.com
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250-782-6646

East Kootenay Beekeepers
4300 Wilks Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 6S9
Lance Cuthill
lcuthill@gmail.com 

250-426-6049

Nanaimo Division Beekeepers Club
925 St. David Street, Nanaimo, BC V9S 2H8
Peter Lange
nanaimobeekeepers@gmail.com 

250-753-0554

Maple Ridge Beekeepers Association
#501-1680 West 4th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6J 0B7
Raena Dumas raenadumas@hotmail.com 
604-786-5245

Quesnel Beekeepers Association
Katie Rasmussen
rasmussen.katie.e@gmail.com 

Salt Spring Island Beekeepers
Kelly Johnson owlchemist@telus.net
www.ssibeekeepers.com

778-466-3634

Shuswap Beekeepers Club
1040 8th Ave. NE, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4A4
Bill Lynch wjlynch@telus.net 
250-832-2732
Smithers Beekeepers Association
Tom Smith
smithersbeekeepers@gmail.com 

South Okanagan Beekeepers Association
Margret Purcell
margiep221@gmail.com 

250-498-4025

Squamish Beekeepers Association
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish BC V0N 3G0
Stein Hoff fredahoff@yahoo.ca 
604-898-4188

Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Association
2137 Lower Road, Roberts Creek, BC V0N 2W4
Sally Burke sally.burke8@gmail.com 
604-886-4863
Terrace Beekeepers Association
4525 Haugland Ave., Terrace, BC V8G 1G3
Rudi Peters r.peters@telus.net 
Chilliwack Beekeeping Community
Laura Cameron - Delisle
chilliwackbeekeepers@gmail.com

Stuart Nechako Bee Club
Box 595, Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0
Jon Aebischer sweet02@telus.net 

Surrey Beekeepers Association
2071 174th Street, Surrey, BC, V3S 9Z8
Thomas Schmitz
bees@surreybeeclub.ca 

Please contact the Editor
with any changes.

250-615-7404
604-703-0341
250-567-5037

604-785-3403

by Angelo Prosperi-Porta

Cooking with Honey

I have been using honey as a sugar substitute for many years,
and was inspired to begin creating recipes after meeting and
getting to know Bob Liptrot, a very devoted beekeeper, after
he moved to Vancouver Island. There are many reasons to use
honey in cooking and baking. When used in baking, honey,
being hygroscopic (meaning it attracts water), helps to retain
moisture and increase shelf life. Honey also adds flavour
along with sweetness and helps in browning of baked goods.
It’s hard to say which is my favourite way to use honey
because there are so many ways to use it. Local honey, when
eaten raw or heated to a temperature of no more than 120°F
(about 50°C), retains many of its natural enzymes, antibiotic
properties and flavours, and is known to help with allergies to
local tree and plant pollens.
Wildflower honey is delicious on fresh local berries and
fruit. Buying local ensures quality and provides for a vast
variety of tastes dictated by the many different blossoms
available in particular areas. I love to use honey in summer
in simple BBQ sauces, based on pureed local fruit. Honey
on fresh cheese like goat cheese or sheep’s milk cheese is
a classic. Glazing grilled meat with honey near the end of
cooking adds a great presentation and finished flavour. Honey
also works well in frozen desserts, giving them more stability

and a finer texture. Even basic whipped cream benefits from
honey.
My favourite unique honey has to be Chestnut blossom
honey. I discovered it on my first trip to Italy. The flavour
is quite unique in that it tastes less sweet and has a pleasant,
slightly bitter, kind of “savoury” finish. It’s great in salad
dressings and for use in glazes. This is the classic honey used
in Europe, drizzled on a variety of hard and semi-hard cheeses
as an appetizer.
I have been working in Nunavut for about two years, at a
facility known as the North Warning System, previously the
DEW Line or Defense Early Warning system. It is a series of
short and long range radar systems across the top of North
America from Alaska to Labrador. I am responsible for feeding
the maintenance crews and also visiting workers that come
through. I had no idea that the facility existed here.
When I am not working in the North, my home is in Victoria,
but we are in the process of finalizing plans to move to Powell
River, my home town. We have a beautiful waterfront property
and I plan to pick up where I left off with a new fruit and
vegetable garden and I will also renew my attempt at keeping
bees and using the honey from them.

Grilled Fresh Peaches
This quick and tasty summertime dessert is incredibly easy, especially if you’re
already outdoors enjoying a casual grilled dinner. Try grilling other fruit too, such
as pineapples, nectarines, and pears.
Ingredients:
4 medium sized ripe freestone peaches
1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
1/2 tsp ground ginger
1/4 tsp (or a good pinch) freshly grated nutmeg
1/4 cup melted unsalted butter
2 Tbsp honey
2 Tbsp late-harvest wine or your favourite dessert wine (optional)
Method:
Heat a gas or charcoal grill to medium-high. Cut the peaches
in half and remove the pits. Do not peel. Place the peaches
in a bowl, and add the spices. Drizzle with the melted butter
and toss gently to coat.
Place the peach halves cut side down on the grill and
cook for 60 to 90 seconds or until beginning to colour. Turn
them over and grill for another 60 to 90 seconds.
Remove to a serving platter. While still warm, drizzle
with the honey and the wine (if using).
This recipe as well as many other delicious ideas can
be found in Angelo’s book Honey: Everyday Recipes
for Cooking and Baking with Nature’s Sweetest Secret
Ingredient. Touchwood editions, www.touchwoodeditions.
com. ❀
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North Okanagan Beekeepers
The North Okanagan Beekeepers,
a Branch of the BCHPA, includes
members from Armstrong at the North
boundary to Peachland in the South,
and Beaverdel (East) to Merritt (West).
The club includes about 80 members,
of which 50 regularly attend meetings.
The club meets on the third Monday of
each month, excluding July, August and
December. At each meeting, speakers are
brought in for an educational component.
Notable recent past speakers have
included Joe Lomond, Axel Krause,
Paul van Westendorp, Doug Gordon (bee
inspector in the region), Heather Clay
and Ian Farber.
The club hosts a spring field day each
year and brings in guest speakers for this
event as well. This year Heather Higo joined them from Abbotsford. Recent past field days have been led by Liz and Terry
Huxter, Axel Krause, Lance Cuthill and Doug Gordon. For the past few years the club has celebrated the Day of the Honey
Bee by hosting a booth in the Kelowna Farmer’s Market.
The North Okanagan Beekeepers have been busy planning and putting together this fall’s BCHPA meeting. The
following are but a few of their much larger club!
Dan Mawson
I’ve lived in Kelowna for 31 years. The Okanagan is a great place for keeping bees. I started
8 years ago after taking a beginner course at our local college. After that I was hooked. I’ve
had as many as 30 hives but it varies each year. I sell honey and bees to help support my bee
addiction.
I have continued my studies by completing both Bee Masters and BCHPA Instructor
programs. I have been the president of the North Okanagan Branch for almost 4 years, and I
help the BCHPA with their conferences and website.
When I was a teenager, I had a summer job working on Truscott’s Honey Farm with Lew
and Chuck Truscott. Lew was a beekeeping pioneer in the Creston Valley and I had a chance
to watch him from a distance. Ever since then I have had a fascination about bees.
Hive tool of choice? My go-to tool is
the J-Hook when I’m in the hives but
I like the the traditional pry tool for
cleaning boxes.

Smoker fuel used? Burlap coffee
sacks compliments of Lance Cuthill
and Kicking Horse Coffee in
Invermere. Lance, I’m nearly out!

How many hives are you running?
Currently running 12 hives – 8
producing honey, 2 breeder hives and
2 nucs.

Best sting remedy? Avoidance is the
best remedy. Ice when I’m unlucky.

What is the main nectar source in
your area? I live in orchard country
so when spring arrives the valley is
flooded with orchard blooms. After that
I find that the most productive hives are
the ones I keep in my backyard with
the neighbourhood gardens supplying
nectar for several months.
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Preferred method of swarm control?
I start with a single brood box in the
spring, add a second during buildup
and super before the second box is
full. This usually keeps swarms to a
minimum but every year I have at least
one swarm. If I have time, I will split
out nucs during spring buildup and that
reduces swarming. Kona queens have
been good for not swarming.

Do you use queen excluders? Yes,
always. Makes extraction much easier.
Best tip received or to pass along?
The bees know best. Just when I
figure I have it under control the bees
surprise me with something new.
When in doubt, give the bees some
time to work things out. Be vigilant
with Varroa control, our biggest enemy
right now. Finally, beekeepers as a
group are some of the nicest and most
generous people I have ever met. Their
enthusiasm and passion is contagious.

Heather Clay
I moved to Vernon six years ago. Currently I am involved with a project called Urban
Bee Network which is a web-based resource for small scale beekeepers. In a previous
life, I was CEO of the Canadian Honey Council, and before that I was the Provincial
Apiculturist for New Brunswick.
My Dad kept bees for a short time when I was young. He really enjoyed it. After
he died I inherited all his bee books. It was fascinating reading and I decided to take
up the challenge and get some hives. That was 30 years ago and I am still learning
about these wonderful creatures.
Hive tool of choice? I like my frame
lifter for pulling frames. One day I
will get a handy gadget designed by
Ontario beekeeper Barry Davies for
prising and lifting hive bodies apart.

What is the main nectar source in
your area? Our area is mainly mixed
wildflowers, typically fireweed, berry
flowers, clover, lupins, goldenrod and
asters.

Favourite honey? I grew up in
Australia enjoying a variety of honey
flavours. My favourite is the richly
perfumed leatherwood honey. It
is harvested from a rare flowering
tree found only in the rainforest of
Tasmania. Some companies now blend
it with clover honey to maximize their
profit but there is nothing to beat the
exotic taste of pure leatherwood honey.

Smoker fuel used? We have straw
bales left over from a building project
and the dry straw makes excellent fuel
for the smoker.

How many hives are you running? I
have downsized from 20 hives to less
than half a dozen.

Best sting remedy? It is important
to scrape the stinger off as quickly as
possible. Then I prefer the old standy
of baking soda paste on the sting site,
followed up with ice if it feels hot and
itchy.
Preferred method of swarm control?
Usually I split strong colonies in May

and stay ahead of the buildup with
extra supers.
Do you use queen excluders? Yes I
have always used queen excluders. It
bothers me to find larvae in the honey
supers.
Best tip received or to pass along?
Well known Vermont beekeeper
Charles Mraz once told me that you
know the most about honey bees in
your first year of beekeeping.

Gary and Linda Trepanier
Gary is a retired business owner and hobby urban farmer/beekeeper, and
Linda is a retired Registered Dietitian, hobby urban farmer/beekeeper
and Chair of the Central Okanagan Food Policy Council. We got started
with bees three years ago as a way to enhance pollination of our apricot,
peach and plum trees, and our blueberries and raspberries.
Hive tool of choice? J-tool.
Favourite honey? Our own,
made from forage in our yard
(fruit trees, berry bushes,
pollinator flowers and herbs).
How many hives? Two hives
plus two nucs.
Smoker
fuel?
Rolled-up
cardboard or burlap.
Sting remedy?
stung!

Don’t

get

Swarm control? We do splits
in the spring but we also have a
bait hive in the yard with queen
pheromone in it.

Queen excluders? Yes - always!
Best tip to pass along? Be observant
of your bees and they will teach you
what you need to know so that you can
respond to their needs as they arise.
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Rick Plantinga
I began beekeeping at Fort Nelson in 1971 with two hives on
the approach to the runway at the Airport; had half a dozen
hives in Terrace in the early eighties and learned a lot from
Martin deHoog. After moving to Kelowa in 1989, I bought
four hives and started learning more about these interesting
creatures, and joined the North Okanagan Beekeepers. I
learned some more from Bill Ruzicka and others, took the
Bee Masters Course at SFU, and am still learning.
How many hives? About 2 dozen.
I do some pollinating of cherries
and apples, chase down a few of the brood area, which
swarms, and get honey as weather prevents the queen from
permits and the bears allow.
laying above it.
Smoker Fuel? I use dry pine
needles and pine cones in the
smoker, sometimes with wood
pellets. I find that misting a light
solution of sugar water with a bit
of vanilla or lemon extract works
well for normal hive management.

Main nectar source? We get our
honey from the irrigated yards and
orchards near the apiary.
Favourite honey? Creamed honey
with a bit of cinnamon.

Hive tool? My “claw” frame clamp
Queen excluders? I use them only and J-hook.
as a last resort, as we often get an
early fruit blossom flow which Swarm control? Keeping a close eye
results in enough honey in the top on the progress of drone and queen

cell starts. If I catch them soon enough I
either do a Demaree procedure or make
splits, depending if I am looking for a
honey crop or an increase.
Best tip? Try to think ahead to what
the bees require in the next few weeks;
however, they will often still do their
own thing and I am left wondering.
Beekeeping is a lot more complex than
it appears at first so keep learning, the
reward is worth it.

Kevin Hamilton
I am a husband and father of three children and we live in Kelowna. I am also
a plainclothes investigator for the RCMP. I specialize in arson investigations,
specifically fatal fires and body recovery from fire scenes. Our family enjoys the
Okanagan to the fullest. I like beekeeping as it is a healthy mental health hobby
and helps clear my mind from all the things I see and deal with in my profession.
I have been keeping bees for eight years now and I am the current vice-president
of the North Okanagan beekeepers.
My father had bees when I grew up on the farm. Years later, I had some
spare time on my hands and saw that the Honeybee Centre in Surrey had a basic
beekeeping course so I signed up. After that I volunteered my time for a few
months with commercial beekeeper Hossein Yeganehrad to hone my skills.
Hive tool? I am not particular, I use
whatever is around me at the time.
Favourite honey? The honey my
bees make. It is the best!!
How many hives? Usually 5 to 10,
depending on how much free time I
have.
Main nectar source? Apple blossom,
cherry blossom and dandelions.
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Smoker fuel used? Pine cones, old
newspapers and whatever green
grass I can find on the ground so
that my smoker stays a smoker, not a
flamethrower.
Sting remedy? I think a beekeeper
should be able to tough it out and
deal with a few bee stings without
any remedy. For my son Angus who
assists me periodically, I keep a small
tube of “sting away” in my pocket
although he hasn’t been stung yet.

Do you use queen excluders? Most
definitely.
Best tip received or to pass along?
Don’t get impatient. I tried to split my
bees too early in May and a late frost
killed most of the brood within the
nuc colonies that I had created. My
impatience killed a few thousand bees
and set me back about a month.

David Lansing
I’ve been a hobby beekeeper for 6 or 7 years. I love learning new things and being challenged to adapt, and I like
to make things with my hands from wood or metal, so
beekeeping fits me well. I try to be a good steward and
practice natural husbandry as it is important to my way
of thinking.
When I was in elementary school a swarm showed up
at my Dad’s hobby farm and a local beekeeper came and
calmly shook them in to a hive box. I was fascinated. Several years ago I took a beginner beekeeping course and
have been beekeeping since.
Favourite honey? I have tasted a
limited number of varietal honeys.
One that sticks in my memory is
the cranberry honey from the lower
mainland bogs of BC.

Swarm control? A combination of
keeping the brood nest open by making nucleus size or slightly larger
splits, and Walt Wright’s checkerboarding nectar management.

How many hives? This year I have 7
which is the most I’ve had so far. I’d
like to have 10 -12.

Queen excluders? No - I have never
tried it since it seems unnatural for
the bees. If I end up with brood in my
honey supers I wait until it emerges
or put the frames down in the brood
chamber.

Main nectar source? Mixed flowers,
clovers, alfalfa & wild mustards...
Smoker fuel? I rarely use a smoker
but when I do I’ve found that old
dried out sunflower plant stalks &
their seedless head work well. Nice
cool thick smoke.
Sting remedy? Crushed up Broadleaf
Plantain put directly on the sting area.

Best tip to pass along? Bees will
more readily draw comb on foundationless frames than frames with
foundation. I use practically all
regular wooden frames with a small
wooden starter strip glued in the top
bar slot and found that the bees prefer to draw comb in these frames than

draw comb on frames with foundation. I’ve also cut out the centers of
the plastic frames, leaving a ½ to ¾”
border around the perimeter. The bees
will fill the center with comb before
drawing out the cells on the plastic
border.
Not using foundation enables the
bees to build the comb size they need
in the frame placements they see fit.
Outside frames often are mostly large
storage size cell while inside frames
are mostly smaller brood cell size
frames. Honey supers will be primarily large cells.
To date I have had little issue with
extracting these frames provided the
comb is attached on 50 - 75% of the
perimeter. I have also not found that
I end up with an overabundance of
drone cells.

Steve Sweeney
I am a retired cop having spent 30 years with the Vancouver Police Department.
My wife and I moved to the Okanagan in 2010 and she decided I needed a hobby
so she enrolled me in a beekeeping course as a Christmas present. The fact that I
was allergic to bee stings as a kid didn’t seem to enter into the picture. Turns out
my allergy seems to have subsided because I haven’t had any significant reaction to
stings. After taking Ian Farber’s course I was hooked.
Favourite honey? Well my own
of course! I can’t claim to have too
discerning a palate. I like all honey
but my own is mostly wildflowers.
My wife on the other hand is a honeyaholic which probably explains why
she enrolled me in the course in the
first place.
How many hives? I started last
season with two hives and after
successfully splitting them this year
I now have four.

Smoker fuel? I live on a couple of
acres with several ponderosa pine
trees so I use their needles and cones.
Queen excluders? I used queen
excluders when I was preparing
the splits because I am notoriously
bad at finding the queen. Once the
splits were made I stopped using the
excluder.
Best tip to pass along? The father of
a friend of mine was a commercial

beekeeper for years and I read an
interview he did in the 70’s. He
said that he had read several books
about beekeeping, and learned a lot,
but “the bees don’t always read the
same books!”
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Kelly Phillip
Two years ago my son decided to get
into beekeeping. We watched lots of
videos on YouTube and he bought the
needed equipment and a nuc from a
local beekeeper. After getting stung a
couple of times and became interested in
veganism, he lost interest in beekeeping
and I took over.
I enjoy watching the bees in the
flowers or on their front entrance. The
only part I do not enjoy is being chased
across the yard, or trying to get a bee out
of my hair.
Favourite honey? I’ve been enjoying
the raspberry honey. It’s very light and
clear. I’m not a fan of the strong, dark
honeys.
How many hives? I started out with
the 1 hive that my son bought and after
splitting a few times and catching some
swarms, I ended up with 8 hives. I think
Hive tool of choice? J-hook hive
tool.
Favourite honey? Bill Ruzicka’s
Vintage 1996 honey.
How many hives? At present three.
We managed to get two swarms this
year at a fellow beekeeper’s yard.
One swarm was 60 feet up in a tree!
We are managing and sharing the two
swarm hives. Eventually I’d like to
get up to five or six hives.
Main nectar source? Clover and a
few hundred plum trees next door.
James Atzesberger
and Laura Christie
We are fourth year beekeepers and
regular attendees of our great North
Okanagan Beekeepers Club, which
has many fantastic members and
mentors for us newbie beekeepers!
We went to the BCHPA
Conference five years ago in
Kelowna and won a bee hive.
James always liked bumble bees
and honey bees as a child, but always
detested wasps and yellow jackets!
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Smoker fuel? Combination of
burlap, pellets, acorns and fir tree
needles.
Sting remedy? A simple baking soda
paste. Unfortunately, our stings can
really swell up, so we always wear
gloves and stay covered. Sometimes
we end up looking like Martin Short
in the movie ‘Pure Luck’ when he
gets stung by a bee in the airplane.
Ha ha!
Preferred method of swarm
control? Watching for supercedure

10 would be a pretty good number to
have.
Smoker fuel? I have a bag of smoker
fuel that I bought from Buckerfield’s,
a mixture of cotton and wood chips I
think. It seems to do the trick. I’ve used
some other things but have a hard time
keeping it going for very long. I seldom
use a smoker.
Sting remedy? If there is some nice
warm sticky propolis nearby, I’ll use it.
I’ve also used afterbite which seems to
give some relief.
Queen excluders? I started out using
them just because I thought it was the
way things needed to be done but as I’ve
learned recently, it takes its toll on the
bees and isn’t mandatory so I took them
out. So far I haven’t seen any evidence
that it was needed.
and swarm cells, along with making
sure there is enough room for queen
to lay brood and finally switching
boxes around to give the bees
something else to do.
Do you use queen excluders? Yes.
Best tip received or to pass along?
You can never second guess a bee!
Happy beekeeping everyone!!

Smiley Nelson
I have been a beekeeper for a number
of years, starting when I was about
14 years old in Ontario. There were
a number of years I didn’t have bees
as I was in the police force and being
transferred makes it difficult to carry
bees along with you. Now that I’m
retired I have gotten into it again.
Hive tool of choice? I use the pry
bar and find it works very well and
doesn’t damage the frames.
What is your favourite honey?
Clover. However, if you have a
combination of flowers, I’ve had a
lot of compliments about that as well.
How many hives are you running?
About 40 but it varies.
Smoker fuel used? I usually use
just ordinary pine cones, sometimes
straw, and sometimes old potato
bags.
Best sting remedy? Scratch off
the stinger when you get stung.
Sometimes rub it with an onion or
parts of the onion stem.
Preferred method of swarm
control? Requeen as much as
possible. Always give them room
so they aren’t crowded in the hive but that doesn’t always work. If they
have it in their mind to swarm, it’s
hard to prevent. Quite often if I find
a lot of queen cells, I remove the old
queen and kill her, or start a new hive
and check for queen cells after 10
days.
Do you use queen excluders? Yes.
Another thing you can do: if you
have a full super of honey, then you
can put an empty box above it and
make sure the queen has a place to
lay in the bottom boxes. Very seldom
will she go up through a full capped
honey super to get to the extra laying
area, but you have to keep your eye
on it as they sometimes fool you.
Best tip received or to pass along?
Go to the bee meetings and hear how
other beekeepers are successful you’ll always get some great ideas.

Bill Ruzicka, Carol Harvey and Smiley Nelson.
Carol Harvey
I began beekeeping 8 years ago, and nearly quit when I was 3 years in. I’d gone
into winter with 3 hives and came out with 1 - it was very disheartening, but it
taught me the importance of medicating early enough for mites. August 20th is
the date suggested by one of my mentors to remove all honey and medicate - and
I’ve never been late again.
I got my first hive the same day a friend of mine gave a nuc to his sister. Now
all three of us are beekeepers and help each other.
Favourite honey? Late harvest honey
- it's darker than the spring honey and
I find it has a deeper flavour.
How many hives? If my husband is
in the room, the answer is seven. If
he’s nowhere around, it’s more like
twenty. I’ve taken the queen rearing
course from John Gates and just can’t
bring myself to destroy a perfectly
good queen cell. I need to reduce my
numbers next year - 12 is my goal.
Smoker fuel? Wood pellets with some
newspaper to get the fire started - then
burlap on top to keep it smoking.
Sting remedy? Honey as soon as
possible - right from the hive is
perfect though messy.

Swarm control? I really watch brood
build-up in the spring, and split the
hive once they’ve reached 7 frames.
Any more than that and you’re asking
for trouble. I also try to stay ahead
by putting more boxes on early, so
she feels like she has lots of room. I
successfully removed a queen who
was set to swarm this year, and gave
her a few frames of brood and honey.
She stayed put and the swarm cells
left behind hatched and produced a
good queen.
Best tip? If you’re a new beekeeper,
find two or three mentors if you
can. Beekeepers love to share their
knowledge, so listen to them all and
then do what works best for you. Be
generous with your time and you’ll
earn knowledge in return.
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John Thornley
I am a custom home and renovation contractor. I have been living
in Kelowna for 19 years and keeping bees for the last 8 years. I
was building a house for a beekeeper about 10 years ago and was
intrigued with the beekeeping stories. When I had a chance to get
a nuc, I jumped at it and have been keeping bees ever since. I run
the Johnny Bee Good Apiary, and we sell honey and nucs.
Hive tool of choice?
J type hive tool.
Favourite honey?
Wildflower honey.
How many hives? 25.
Main nectar source?
Wildflowers and orchards
(apricots, cherries and
apples).
Smoker fuel?
I don’t usually use a smoker
but when I do it is with
rolled up strips of burlap.

Sting remedy?
Remove stinger
apply honey.

and

Swarm control?
Just try to make sure they
have lots of room. If it’s
getting crowded, I will
remove some brood and
make a nuc.
Queen excluders?
I stopped using excluders
about 5 years ago but was
getting some brood up
in the honey supers, so
have gone back to using
excluders.

Tip to pass along? I am not the best at keeping updated
notes on my inspections which wasn’t much of a problem
with only 2 or 3 hives. Now when doing inspections I have
a few rolls of tape in my pocket; if the hive is queenright I
put a piece of black tape on the front of the hive. If it is not
queenright I put red tape on the front and if it needs honey
supers added I put blue tape on the front. Then it is easier
going around after my inspection adding supers, removing/
adding brood/queen cells, and updating the notes.

Basil Zailo
I have lived in Kelowna since 1979. I
am married to Nancy, and we have two
daughters and three grandchildren. I
became interested in bees when I started
working for the local bee man after
school and on weekends, in 1973. Our
family lived in the Smoky Lake area of
Alberta at that time. I believe the bee
man's name was Bert and his operation
was in Warspite, Alberta, about 100 km
northeast of Edmonton, an area with a
lot of alfalfa. He sold honey by the 45
gallon drum. It was great! We were even
allowed to take the bee trucks to school
on days we had to work. After 30 years
I was able to fulfill a dream to get into
beekeeping in 2010. I took a course and received my first bee hive. From there,
through splits and some luck, I have been able to maintain 8 hives.
Hive tool?
The one with the hook on the end to
remove frames. Also the scraper type
to clean the frames. My tool of choice
is the one I haven’t misplaced!
Favourite honey?
Dandelion.
Sting remedy?
Get the stinger out ASAP. Grin and
Bear it.
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Queen excluders?
Yes and No. I find production seems
better without but risk brood in honey
super.
Best tip to pass along? From Sheila
Campbell: In the winter put pine
shavings in a burlap bag in an empty
super, on top of an inner cover with a
3” hole. This acts as a wick to reduce
humidity in the hive.

Honey
and Mead
Competition
The AGM is approaching, and
as in past years there will be a
Honey and Mead competition.
We encourage all that are
attending to bring a piece of
their home apiary with them to
enter it into the competition.
The Honey and Mead
Categories for this year’s AGM
can be found on the BCHPA
website, www.bcbeekeepers.ca.

British Columbia Bee Breeders Association
Armstrong Apiaries
James Macdonald
Armstrong
250-308-8219
jamesmacdonald@telus.net
QN

Ashcroft Honey
Joe & Marguerite Lomond
Savona
250-373-2540 250-457-7193
marglomond@gmail.com
Q N, bee supplies
BBBees
Barry Beadman
Oliver
250-498-3153
barryanddiane@telus.net
QN
Bear Creek Honey
Marty & Rita van Herk
Chilliwack
604-845-1807
vanherk@telus.net
QN

Black Horse Apiary
Wendi Gilson
Saltspring Island
wendigilson@yahoo.ca
250-882-2852
QN
Brenda's Bees
Brenda Jager
Gabriola Island
250-755-5834
bzbees@telus.net
QNP

Campbell's Gold
Mike and Judy Campbell
Abbotsford
jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com
604-856-2125
QNP
Clifford Honey Farm
Steve Clifford
Halfmoon Bay
306-862-1384
Cliffordsteve5@gmail.com
QNC

Flying Dutchman
Stan and Cheryl Reist
Nanaimo
flydutch@telus.net
250-390-2313
QNP

Heather Higo
Langley
heather.higo@gmail.com
604-532-6904
QN

Honey Bee Zen Apiaries
Jeff Lee
New Westminister
604-777-5430
info@honeybeezen.com
QN
Howe Sound Honey & Bees
Ian Kennard
Bowen Island
604-947-9518
icken@shaw.ca
QN
Ian Bissonnette
Telkwa
250-877-3495
hometownhifi@yahoo.com
C
Ian Kennard
Bowen Island
604-947-9518
icken@shaw.ca
QN

Jinglepot Apiaries
Sol Nowitz
Nanaimo
250-753-9619
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
QNP
Kettle Valley Queens
Elizabeth Huxter
Grand Forks
lizandterry@gmail.com
250-442-5204
N

Northern Sunrise Honey Company
Eric Stromgren & Alana Jackson
Abbotsford
780-835-9452
info@northernsunrisehoney.com
QN
Rod Jo Moody Apiaries
Rodney & Jo Moody
Cowichan Bay
rodjo@telus.net
250-743-1939
Q
Silver Star Apiaries
Richard Springborn
Vernon
rlspringborn@gmail.com
250-379-2567
N

Similkameen Apiaries
Blair and Cheryl Tarves
Cawston
250-499-2555
blairtarves@gmail.com
QN

Six Legs Good Apiaries
Deborah Tin Tun & Liam Brownrigg
Vancouver
604-817-2349
6legsgood@gmail.com
QN
Skeena Valley Apiaries
Rudi Peters
Terrace
250-615-7404
r.peters@telus.net
QN
Sunnyside Apiary
Nancy Leonard
Bowen Island
nancyhasbees@gmail.com
604-947-2240
N
Sweet Nechako Honey
Jon & Susan Aebischer
Vanderhoof
250-567-5037
sweet02@telus.net
QN

Van Isle Apiaries & Bee Products
Grant Stringer
Saanichton
250-652-9834
vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
QNB
Weavers Bee Co.
Kim Weaver
weaversbeeco@outlook.com
Invermere
250-341-1402
QN
Wild Island Honey Bees
David Macdonald
Salt Spring Island
250-653-9999
dmacdonad@telus.net
Q N Colonies

• B = Bulk Bees
• Q = Queens
• P = Packages
• C = Queen Cells
• N = Nucs
• S = Shook Swarm
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Regional Reports
West Kootenays
~ Gavin Firkser

East Kootenays
~ Lance Cuthill

When I started beekeeping, a well
established beekeeper named Ron
McIntyre told me that even with his
family’s accumulated 100+ years of
beekeeping, there is no rule book with
a step-by-step procedure of how to
perfectly keep bees. Every year will
give you a new set of pages to write
notes in, and no two years will be alike. This mystery blows
me away with the varying results each individual seems to
have. Here are a few of the notes from this year that I would
like to share.
Out of my 4 years living in the West Kootenays, each
summer has been completely different, out of the ordinary,
“nothing like what it used to be” (said pretty much every single
person). This summer so far is no exception. Truly faithful
spring showers were followed by numerous unprecedented
heat waves, hovering around 35-40°C, that seem to have no
intentions of leaving either.
So what does this all mean for our bees? A few of our
members have been reporting higher than average swarm cell
counts, ranging anywhere from 1-10 swarm cells per side of
each frame. As I quickly learned (the hard way), skipping just
one single hive check in the midst of a heat wave will most
definitely result in a swarm. And one I missed catching while
I was at it.
From a recent survey conducted with our club, the majority
of our members have missed swarm catching opportunities,
while approximately 30% of our remaining members have
successfully captured at least 1 swarm this year. In correlation
to the high heat and absurd swarm cell counts, close to 40%
of our members have done 1-2 splits, and another 12% of our
members have done over 6 splits!
While we are experiencing a serious dearth of water here
in the West Kootenays, supers are filling up quickly, with the
majority of our members with at least 2 supers on each hive.
After a quick check of my own, the wildflowers must be out.
Lavender, wild oregano as well as a variety of legumes are
helping fill up the cells with nectar.
Disease has not been an issue around our area lately. We
are always on the lookout and do a good job communicating
with each other if there is a disease spreading around.
We did have a loss of 20 hives in one bee yard this year,
which was likely due to starvation and an excessively long
& wet winter and spring. Aside from this exception, all other
beekeepers seem confident with the health of their hives.
I’ve received an overwhelming response that most queens
are doing well, and if re-queening via swarm cells or grafting
has been put in place, nearly all beekeepers are noting positive
outcomes with a newly mated queen.
The West Kootenay Beekeepers are having a dynamic
season with what seems to some success. We hope all the best
for our neighbouring beekeepers, and wish you all a successful
season as well. Keep it buzzy!

Spring arrived here in the East
Kootenays with lots of water from
rains and snow melt. Throughout
the beekeeping community optimism
ran high. Orders for queens, nucs and
packages were placed at an all time
high in spite of both bees and plants
being about two weeks behind in
expected growth. It was a cool, delayed spring.
As spring worked its way into summer, beekeepers did
not expect to encounter 33 days without rain along with
temperatures running up to 38°C. Plants, the other half of
honey production, have not done well in this prolonged hot,
dry spell. Still, our colonies are each sitting with what looks
like about 60 lbs of honey. With the heat bringing an early end
to plant nectar production, I suspect our bees may be dipping
into “our” expected share of the honey.
As expected, the students from this year’s BCHPA
beekeeping courses have kept our phone line busy with
questions and reports that start with: “My bees are....” and
“What should I do?” It is truly a pleasure to see the enthusiasm
and developing love of bees shown by these “newbees.” Also,
it’s good to be reminded of old memories and feelings about
getting started and being helped along the journey.
Swarms have presented some unusual challenges this year.
A recent swarm that moved into the wall of an earth covered
root cellar made for some difficulty in convincing the bees
that an outside hive would be a much better place for them.
In closing, I am happy to relay from our students, that nucs
that came from Grand Forks (Liz and Terry Huxter) have been
excellent. These nucs had exceptionally productive queens
and gentle bees that produced ample honey for the newbees.
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Metro Vancouver
~ Allen Garr
If 2016 was a year of an early spring
complete with swarms in April and
abundant honey crops, this year
has been quite the opposite. Spring
came late (following a brutal winter),
swarms were infrequent, hive buildup
for many was erratic, queen rearing
was delayed and diseases dominated

conversations.
There was a widespread outbreak of American Foulbrood
in the Fraser Valley and west towards Metro Vancouver that
hit a number of experienced and long-time practitioners of the
art of beekeeping. European Foulbrood also turned up in a
significant number of hives once people were finally through
counting winter losses. They suspect that those losses were the
result of Nosema ceranae, which is not your father’s Nosema.
That was Nosema apis and, as you know, it leaves evidence
of its presence - fecal streaks on top bars and hive entrances.
This relatively new disease (first reported in the USA in 2007)

leaves no such evidence. It just kills the bees, and has led
people to begin to treat prophylactically with fumidil.
As for the EFB, it seemed to dissipate as colonies grew and
the weather improved. But then there was a problem with bees
coming out of blueberry pollination weaker than they went
in. “Sluggish” was the term one pollinator used. Beekeepers
who experienced this attribute it to the fungicidal sprays used
by the growers. This issue is on the BCHPA radar and some
executive members, I’m told, have met with the BC Blueberry
Council to try to find solutions to the problem.
In the midst all of this, the debate over ‘treatment free’ or
‘natural’ beekeeping rages on. A recent post to the Richmond
Beekeepers’ website by Daniel Swan details what he has
determined to be the futility of this approach. Aside from
the losses experienced by those who choose to follow this
path, there are complaints from other beekeepers that these
so-called purists are responsible for diseases being spread to
other colonies nearby.
Not all was doom and gloom however. The Surrey bee
club sponsored the annual field day, and were joined by the
Richmond and Langley clubs at a lovely vineyard in their
neck of the woods. The food was plentiful and the seminars
were by all accounts well attended and particularly helpful for
newbies. Bee hives were graciously provided by John Gibeau
for us to poke away at.
Finally, if your bees did manage to survive the trials
and tribulations of the year and were in close proximity to
blackberries when they were in bloom, you may have ended
up with a box of honey or two. If not, as they say in farming,
there is always next year.
Sunshine Coast
~ Allan Cobbin
As with most of the province, we
were blessed with almost continual
sunshine for the month of July even
though there seemed to be about
a three week delay in the arrival of
spring. One of our principal honey
sources here is from the blackberry
blossoms and we had them in
profusion.
Our fifth annual Day of the Honey Bee was held on May
27th at the Sechelt Farmer’s Market, and we were accorded
the usual courtesies from the Market’s management, with
an able assist from our club member Kathleen Suddes who
kindly gave up her usual site for our use. Harry Meier brought
along an observation hive which attracted the usual amount of
curiosity and many questions about bees, pollination, swarms
and our club. Unfortunately club member participation was
much lower than expected.
We currently have eight fully functioning colonies at the
Botanical Gardens (all with new queens) and much of the
ongoing annual servicing has been provided by our President
Sally Burke, Harry and Betty Meier, Rob Haines, and one or
two others. This site continues to be a most valuable source for
new members to have a “hands on” experience. Rob provided
two informal workshops on the preparation of queen cells
and queen rearing. We prepared ten nucs which were sold to
members and other local beekeepers.
We will have about 300 pounds from these hives and

most will be sold at the Bot. Soc’s Annual Harvest Day on
September 3rd. Sales of honey and of the nucs will assist in
fattening up our club’s bank account.
Throughout the spring we spoke with students from six or
seven elementary school groups and this has proven to be most
satisfying from our viewpoint and that of the schools. These
instruction groups have been most symbiotic as a learning
experience for the Botanical Society, for the youngsters and
for our own members. Harry Meier has been our principal
instructor and is the liaison person between the Bot. Soc. and
the School District. Preliminary plans will be underway to
expand to schools in Pender Harbour, Gibsons and Sechelt
for next year.
Several members have done some initial extractions
(mostly blackberry) and the results have shown to be better
than usual. Some honey from local fireweed sites will also be
brought in for extracting shortly.
We have had more than our usual share of swarms this
spring. Unfortunately one of our members fell from a ladder
while catching a swarm and severely injured her shoulder and
arm resulting in a 911 call for an ambulance. It illustrates once
again that care and caution are necessary in swarm catching
and it is helpful to have a companion beekeeper to assist if
possible.
The club has had some recent difficulties with the electric
fence at our Bot. Soc. site and one of our members finally
located Jeff Marley of Margo Supplies in High River, Alberta.
He is an experienced professional and specializes in servicing
many electrical fences in all the western provinces, including
the Yukon. His services are in high demand although he
does work for the Sunshine Coast Regional District and
other csompanies on the Coast on a regular basis. We have
tentatively arranged for him to meet with our club as a guest
speaker when he will be here in November.
I have little else to report except to quote an adage from
Mark Twain who said: “All you need in this life is ignorance
and confidence, and then success is sure.” Not a bad thought
for all beekeepers!!
North Vancouver Island
~ Gerry Rozema
It’s late in July and once again time to
update our organization on the season
here on the northern half of Vancouver
Island. After much despair over the
long, protracted spring, summer did
finally arrive, and it’s been a decent
summer so far. The bees got going late,
but once they started building up, they
built up well, and were ready for the start of the heavy bloom
cycle.
The late spring and early summer period was okay for the
bees here. Honey crops look to be average, and of course,
everybody has high hopes for a spectacular fireweed season
yet to come. Although there were some reports of swarming
through the spring, it wasn’t nearly as predominant as it has
been in years gone by. This was likely an artifact of the cool
spring and the late start. During the early season, demand
for bees was high, and supply was tight this year. That is
consistent with the last few years.
One interesting thing we have seen across the province,
Volume 33, #3 FALL 2017

41

which has reached our area this year, is municipalities
writing new bylaws regarding urban beekeeping. I was at a
meeting earlier this year where part of the discussion was
about changing these bylaws in Courtenay, and I had a very
productive meeting with the planning department folks from
the City of Campbell River last month. In Campbell River,
the current plan is to harmonize all the bylaws regarding all
forms of urban agriculture with an eye to promoting urban
beekeeping. I haven’t seen the final draft of the proposal yet,
but I do not expect to see onerous restrictions on apiaries.
I hope to see you all at the AGM in Kelowna this fall. It
should be a great event with a jam packed education weekend.
South Vancouver Island
~ Edan North
Healthy hive tours are continuing in
this region. Summer tours in 2017
opened with Tara, one of our dedicated
volunteers, providing insight into
the subject of new beekeeping.
Some interesting questions arose for
hobbyists, such as: what should be
the preferred method of calming the
bees be, water mist or smoking? The
verdict is still out, as either technique works just fine. Also,
many newcomers to the art of beekeeping wanted to know
where to purchase locally produced nucs. Fortunately our club
meetings have many experienced beekeepers with supplies
available for 2018 startups.

FLYING
DUTCHMAN
Acorn All In One Plastic Frames
and Plastic Inserts For
Wood Frames
Varroa Nator
Screened Bottom Boards
Bee SupplieS, packageS
NucS aNd QueeNS

Vancouver Island Pollination Services
6124 Metral Dr., Nanaimo BC V9T 2L6
Phone 250-390-2313 1-877-390-6890
Fax 250-390-5180
E-mail: flydutch@telus.net Stan & Cheryl Reist
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During this summer season, Jen, another of our veteran
volunteers, continues to provide a great service by coordinating
swarm control measures around the greater Victoria region.
Group outyards are up and running for 2017, a great option
that provides natural food and protection from predation at
one low cost. This includes transportation of your ‘girls’ to
‘summer camp’. As a widow and single parent, I can appreciate
the importance of a good babysitting service. These bee yards
even have fences to keep those hungry bears away. Best deal
running.
It seems hard to believe that in an environment such as ours
on South Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands that the honey
bee should ever lack forage. However, my research does
conclude that in fact this is happening. I do believe that with
time, the flowering plant populations will grow and change
into something new and unexpected, as can be seen along the
Galloping Goose regional trail. I have also found that ‘food
for bees’ projects continue to grow in popularity around this
region.
I have included some contact information for our members
who are interested in checking in with any bee-agri community
groups. These groups will be planting flowers to aid in
alleviating the gaps when there is little or no nectar or pollen
forage during the season. This builds a more continuous honey
flow from the ground up. Here are some community contacts
working on new initiatives that grow gardens for honey bees:
Lucas Pitts - Community Projects (Duncan), Erica Prince Chair, ‘Communities in Bloom,’ Nora and Pat out at Colwood
Municipal, Kathryn Pankowski and Wendy at James Bay
Community Projects, David Biltek at Fairfield Gonzales
Community Association, Edan North, Virginie LavalleePicard - Food Systems Coordinator (Victoria), Maura
Jones - Deputy Director of Corporate Services (Oak Bay),
Cory Manton - Parks, ‘Urban Pollen and Nectar for Bees’
(Langford), Sheila Mackay and Eric Meredith Metchosin
(Shawnigan Lake Community Centre), Ron Hamilton
(Capital Regional District), Tammie Hennigar - Chamber
Manager, Gabriola Island, in conjunction with Wild Rose
Garden Centre, Wheelbarrel Nursery, Gabian Gardeners and
John Peirce at Namaste Farm.
Participating at your local market over the summer is a
great place to connect with volunteer organizations who may
know about a variety of beekeeping support projects in your
home community.
Our new Minister of Agriculture was appointed over the
summer, Lana Popham. It is my hope that she will bring new
ideas to all beekeepers, hobbyist and commercial alike.
Speaking of all things new, our July meeting consisted
of fun table talk sessions, during which participants met and
discussed many beekeeping topics. Jars of honey, children’s
information, books, photographs and live bee samples were
available for viewing. Online resources were provided,
and long-time beekeepers were also there sharing their
experiences.
Royal Roads University affiliate Bob Liptrot gave a free
lecture to our members back at the start of the season. The
points I will share here include the importance of creating
food sources for honey bees, regular mite treatments done
with oxalic acid, and ensuring healthy colonies by checking
boards often. As Bob explained, “The route to beekeeping
simplicity can be found by keeping hives clean, dry, and toxin
free.”

As the summer begins to round out, Autumn Fair
anticipation is just around the corner. This region hosts several
fairs. All are welcome to enter their honey products; more
details will be available in September. We now have an updated
website: capitalregionbeekeepers.ca, that includes a calendar
of upcoming events. Monthly meetings for beekeepers in
our region are ongoing in 2017. These chatterbox times are
still hosted on the second Thursday of every month. All the
details and directions to find your way over can be found at
Victoria Beekeepers on facebook. Looking forward to seeing
you there.
Fraser Valley
~ Courtney White
Although the season started late, it
didn’t seem to affect blooming times.
Blueberries ended at the beginning
of June, with the blackberry flow not
far behind, starting in mid-June and
ending around July 15th (similar to
last year).
With the main flow of blackberry
now finished most beekeepers are in the midst of pulling their
honey supers and extracting. In some areas there might be a
small flow from Japanese Knotweed in late August. We are
just on the cusp of robbing season (July 31st) and mud wasps
are out in force this year.
Prince George
~ Barry Clark
Greetings from central BC. It’s the end
of July and things have been anything
but normal around here this summer.
Prince George has been a major centre
for fire evacuees, and the city has
been busy. Our hats are off to all the
wonderful folks in the area who have
provided so well for those who were
forced from their homes in the Cariboo (100 Mile and area,
Williams Lake and area). Things are winding down this week
as many of the evacuees are heading home to see what is left
and to try to get their lives back in order.
What a difference a year can make in beekeeping! Last
year we had plenty of rain which kept the farmers off their
fields through most of June, July and into early August. That
meant lots of clover and alfalfa for bees to forage on. This
year, most hay fields were being cut at the end of June and
early July, just when the clover started to bloom. Our major
nectar flow didn’t really start until late in June and early July
and then it was over. We still have the fireweed and in some
areas goldenrod, but the bees have been robbing for a couple
of weeks now.
I’m not sure how the heavy smoke in the air through most
of July will affect the honey crop. The bees didn’t seem to
forage much when there was an air quality advisory. I guess
they followed the instructions to stay indoors.
Our Top Bar enthusiasts are growing in the club, and our
local Top Bar guru tells me those folks and their bees are
doing just fine. An observation, anecdotal at best, is that the
bees in the urban areas are doing better than in the rural areas

as far as forage is concerned.
So, it’s probably not going to be a stellar honey producing
year; I guess the silver lining is that we can get busy on mite
control and making sure our bees are healthy and well fed for
the winter to come.
The Prince George club hosted a field day on June 10th at
Roselyne Lambert’s place. Diane Dunaway was on hand to
demonstrate how to properly check a colony, do sugar rolls,
mark queens, and other things new beekeepers need to know.
There were a lot of drones with yellow dots on their backs
at the end of the day. Thank you Roselyne and Diane for the
great learning opportunity.
The club had an information booth at the Farmer’s Market
at the end of May, and are planning to do the same at the BC
Northern Exhibition held in Prince George in mid-August.
Thats about it for now. Stay safe.
Thompson-Nicola
~ Amber Michaud
If you haven’t heard of the fires this
summer, you must have been living
under a rock! Kamloops is in the centre
with fires burning all around us. The
worst impact that I’ve heard of is from
a beekeeper from Ashcroft that lost 16
hives to fire. So sad. Interestingly, that
same beekeeper said that other than his
losses, it has been an exceptional summer honey-wise.
Another beekeeper from Kamloops said that honey
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production is average. The early hot temperatures made the
gap between dandelion and alfalfa honey flows negligible,
which is a reason why many people have reported swarms
this year. Hives that were strong coming out of the winter had
built up well for spring, and with the constant nectar flow did
not get a break. They grew too strong and without intervention
from the beekeeper, buzz...there’s a swarm.
Personally, I had 3 swarms from 2 or 3 hives, and now my
honey production is suffering. Lesson learned! Each hive is
an individual, and each year is different. You may think you
know what you’re doing because you’ve done it in the past
and you’ve been successful, but this year, nope, doesn’t work.
And you’re baffled! Like I was!
Does smoke affect foraging? The general consensus is that
no, bees still forage in smoky conditions. Smoke that is thick
enough can disorient bees from finding their way back to the
hive, but smoke wasn’t that thick this summer. Bears are out
looking to fill their bellies with honey already, so keep your
electric fences charged.
The city of Kamloops recently became a Bee City and
initiated projects with the goal of increasing forage for
pollinators. Kamloops teamed up with master gardeners to
produce a pamphlet called “Gardening for Pollinators” that
lists exposure, soil moisture preference, flowering season
(early, mid, late) and the pollinators that are attracted to each
plant. I used this guide to select plants for my garden, and the
city uses it to incorporate forage plants into landscaping.
The city also planted a pollinator demonstration garden
at the Kamloops Wildlife Park near their existing hive, and
a local beekeeper will install hives at the Kamloops water
treatment facility on the South Thompson River. A project
planned for next spring is planting an edible garden to attract
bees at the Kamloops visitor center.
Bees out!
North Okanagan
~ Rick Plantinga
The cooler, wetter, late spring has
tested the skills and wisdom of
Okanagan beekeepers. Many early
queen rearing efforts were affected by
fluctuating temperatures, resulting in
failures to mate, queens superseding,
drone layers, etc.
Some reported unexpected early
swarming when conditions did not give us the usual clues.
Why do hives with new queens and plenty of room and a
nectar flow still decide to swarm? Perhaps their expansion
efforts did not match up with the weather, or they got bored
and wanted a change in leadership.
One benefit we did get from the cooler June weather was a
good nectar flow, which tapered off when the above average
hot and dry temperatures and smoke arrived. What a pleasure
to try beekeeping when the temperature is tickling that 40
degree mark.
Honey extraction is well underway. In spite of the unusual
conditions, the ladies surprised some of us with better than
expected honey yields.
A Field Day was held in West Kelowna with guest Heather
Higo; John Gates ran a Queen Rearing Course; the Salmon
Arm club had a field day hosted by Reg Kienast, and Vernon
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is having a workshop presented by Heather Clay of the Urban
Bee Network.
The Kelowna Nectar Trail project put on by Border
Free Bees is progressing well, with a number of workshops
followed by a pollinator picnic. Further ‘work bees’ will be
held through the summer at Brent’s Grist Mill Heritage Park
Pollinator Pasture in Kelowna.
We are looking forward to again participating in the IPE
in Armstrong, and plans are continuing for a super AGM in
October.
Terrace
~ Rudi Peters
While a good portion of the province is
burning, we are barely able to squeak
into the low 20s in Terrace. Our trend
of cool temperatures has continued
into the summer. Not all is bad though.
Fireweed is a strange plant, it actually
prefers cool wet weather and it has
grown this year like it is on steroids.
Normally it has one flower stalk; this year we are seeing many
plants with multiple flower stalks. We are hoping that this will
translate into a good honey crop.
The Terrace area has enough beekeepers now that the
formal process of starting up a bee club has begun. They have
purchased an extractor which will be rented out to the club,
and discussion is underway to make a club mountain yard for
those who wish to move hives up into the fireweed.
There have been a great number of swarms this summer.
Some people were even able to get multiple swarms from
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a single hive. While some admitted that it was their fault
(leaving for several weeks will do that), others were befuddled
as to why their hives swarmed.
Queen production this year has left a lot to be desired.
It could be the wet, cool weather, the hordes of dragonflies,
super flocks of starlings, or that the stars just did not line up.
The queens that did come back from their mating flights are
turning out to be super queens, large and extremely productive.
Survival of the strongest.
Cariboo
~ Ann Carter
The wildfire summer of 2017 will be
long remembered, and hopefully not
repeated soon. On July 7th, lightning
strikes started well over 100 fires in
the Cariboo/Chilcotin. Unfortunately,
many of these were interface fires
triggering evacuation orders and alerts.
While I was on vacation off the grid,
part of my neighbourhood was evacuated on July 8th as a fire
burned to within 500 meters of our property. Most homes and
apiaries have been safe so far, including some new beekeepers
on Stone Reserve where fires still rage. Nearby Chilco Ranch
wasn’t as lucky, with Steve Gourley losing 8 of 80 colonies
plus many supers and two electric fences. Amazingly, he
noted that in the second row of colonies, with blistered paint,
queens were still happily laying and there was brood in all
three stages!
Diane Dunaway in Soda Creek, whose area came under
evacuation order, and Ted Hancock in Dog Creek, stayed to
protect their homes and bees with detailed plans and heavy
duty fire fighting equipment. Frustration and anxiety ran high
as road closures prevented inspections and movement of
apiaries at risk. Steve spent 4-5 days trying to secure a travel
permit, finally using “human danger” due to damaged bear
fencing as his successful card.
Those able to observe their bees during periods of dense
smoke made some interesting observations. All noted that the
bees didn’t fly at all for about 3 days, then began orientation
flights and gradually returned to their usual activity despite
continuing smoke. Meanwhile, the honey flow has been a bust
to those of us not moving bees to better forage.
With a cool, late spring like the rest of the province,
dandelions were 2-4 weeks late, although early pollen had
come in the normal range. Buildup went well, generally, and
everyone was happy! Queen rearing was fairly normal in late
May, but everyone wants queens and nucs early now. The
major nectar flow started a little late, but was great for about 10
days. Then the oven conditions hit, with 30°C weather and dry
conditions, turning most non-irrigated areas crispy. The forest
and fields in my dry microclimate were frighteningly dry by
June 20th, with nothing but hot weather and thunderstorms
forecast. The alfalfa withered as it started to bloom and the
sweet clover hasn’t been seen.
Honey that has been extracted is very dry, in the range of
13% moisture. Uncapping is more difficult at that point. My
crop looks like it will range from 25-50% of average, with
the higher number being in an irrigated community garden.
Beekeepers in the Interlakes area seem to have had more
success than those in Quesnel and Williams Lake.

Usually the first two weeks of August provide a lot of honey
as the nights cool and the plants revive, but that isn’t likely
this year. We can only hope for our usual lovely September
revival, if any plants are still alive.
Some new beekeepers are having a difficult time as their
nucs haven’t drawn comb well and as a club we haven’t
been able to be around much to support them. Hopefully the
remaining summer will see some changing weather and better
forage.
All in all a summer to remember, and it’s far from over.
Most of us can feel fortunate to have homes and colonies
intact. Our thoughts are with those in Clinton, Cache Creek
and Ashcroft, as they continue to be in the thick of the fires
and on evacuation orders. Perhaps the BCHPA can help with
changes to permitting for travel in future forest fires and look
at financial assistance to those with losses.
Peace
~ Kerry Clark
Every year in the beekeeping world
has something new. After 2016’s
extraordinary early start, 2017 has
been cooler and wetter in the BC
Peace. When spring plant growth
eventually came (3 weeks later than
last year) some potential downsides
showed up. Alfalfa apparently didn’t
“harden off” or prepare for winter last
fall, so seems to be significantly less in forage fields mixed
with grasses; many canola (and some other crop) fields never
got harvested in 2016 because of the October snowfalls. The
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carry-forward problem is that such fields couldn’t be seeded
in May of 2017. Up to 40% of fields in the Peace remained
unseeded, reducing the options for beekeepers who target
canola.
In addition, many fields where canola was the intended
crop were planted instead to peas, which are faster-maturing
but appear to provide little or no bee forage. Dandelions are
often considered a beekeeper’s dream forage source, but
this year they sped through bloom in about 10 days. Much
more valuable I feel were the wild roses, which started
blooming before dandelions, and continued for a month
beyond dandelion, a far better source it seemed. The ample
moisture that caused seeding problems has resulted in lots
of soil moisture, and good looking clover even in volunteer
situations. Estimate of colony average crop? As of Aug 1,
colonies don’t have as much stored as last year, but still have
time to reach the long term average of 150 lb.
There has been a continued increased interest in beekeeping.
The cool spring resulted in fewer nucs than expected, and later
queens produced locally. The Beaverlodge (AB) field day was
very well attended and rather special, on the 100th anniversary
of the extension station. I cooperated again in collection of
bee samples for the National Bee Diagnostic Centre, which
is completing its 4th year of a survey of honey bee diseases
across Canada. The Centre is proposing a more detailed study
of foulbroods, a study that we believe the BCHPA could
enthusiastically support. There is a fine lineup of speakers at
our BCHPA Educational Days in Kelowna in October. I hope
you will come and enjoy the event.
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Classifieds
NUCS FOR SALE: Strong 4-frame nucs, full depth or dadant. These are B.C. raised bees and queens. Nucs and queens
available May thru September. Contact Blair and Cheryl
Tarves, Similkameen Apiaries. 250-499-2555.
WANTED: Distributors wanted for Dadant AP23 Pollen
Substitute Patties and Dry. Inquire at dadant@dadant.com
NUCS FOR SALE: Strong 5-frame, full depth nucs. Queens
from hardy local stock. Available late May to end of August.
Contact Marty Van Herk, Bear Creek Honey 604-845-1807 or
email vanherk@telus.net
EARLY QUEENS DIRECTLY FROM CHILE: from Pacific Queens. Mated queens from January until May. Selected
by hygienic behaviour, pollen production and gentleness.
Contact: www.pacificqueens.com, (+56 9) 6909 3246
Order your Nuc today. Has 3 frames of bee covered
brood and a laying queen. Expected pick up date, end of May,
Manitoba. Please contact: Alex for more details, cell (204) 3813866, or home (204) 326 8182 email:alex_reich63@yahoo.ca
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