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As we get this issue ready to send out it’s Valentine’s Day, 
and it’s snowing up in Telkwa, better than the rain we have 
been getting intermittently in the last few weeks. It’s been 
warm here but we won’t hope for an early start, there’s still a 
good bit of winter to get through. We’ve been hearing about 
warm weather all over the province, and even from some 
beekeepers up in the Yukon that we’ve been in touch with 
recently. Some of them figure they’ll be unwrapping their 
bees early this year but what happens between now and then 
remains to be seen.

It was a pleasure to get to know a couple of beeks in the 
Yukon and we have some profiles of them in this issue. We 
barely scratched the surface with the folks up there, it would 
be easy to put together a whole book on a larger number of 
them, what they have to say about bees, and it would be a 
pleasure to do it. It seems to be the same way with all the 
clubs we get in touch with – people are eager to talk about 
their experiences, learn about other people’s setups, and 
make new connections in the world of beekeeping. 

One fellow up there that we got in touch with who mentors 
people up that way, was hesitant about communicating over 
email and preferred to be interviewed by phone. The phone 
presents a special challenge for me – I am terrible at making 
small talk and am just plain shy about it. Emailing is usually 
so much easier...but this guy put me totally at ease and I’m 
sure we could have chatted for much longer than we did. 
I could see how he’s found a fit with helping other people 
get started. We finished our chat with mutual invitations to 
visit...when he discovered that I was ‘only’ at the other end 
of the Stewart-Cassiar highway he dubbed me his neighbour. 
There was even an offer of cake if we manage to make our 
way up there. I’m finding more and more that the beekeepers 

are as interesting 
as the bees.

One initiative un-
dertaken by some 
Yukon beekeepers 
has been to try to 
improve the bee 
forage in their area, 
since there isn’t much beyond the fireweed and various other 
wildflowers, so some of them are planting mustard for their 
bees. This got me thinking about what we could be planting 
around here and where we could be doing it. There’s plenty 
of underused areas that would support pollinator habitat – of 
course there are roadsides, ditches and even old hayfields 
that could use more flowering plants, but what plants would 
be good to use, and how to get them out there? This is no 
small task.  We’ve been asked several times recently 
by friends with hayfields how they could improve bee forage 
in their field – what could they add to the existing grasses 
and perennials that would augment pollinator forage? Sadly 
we didn’t have too many suggestions, other than the usual – 
alfalfa, clovers – this is a tough one though, dovetailing live-
stock and pollinator forage. However, the opportunity exists 
to work together with landowners to improve (and even en-
large) unused areas on the farm to increase bee forage, and 
this is the time to plan to do that. There’s so many things that 
affect the health of our bees, and many of them are somewhat 
beyond our control. Here’s an area where plenty of work can 
be done. Sometimes I’m happy for a long winter - more time 
to prepare!

Best wishes to you all and a kind passage into spring for you 
and your bees. ❀
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Dear BCHPA members,

I am filling in on this edition for Kerry Clark, who has been 
away in Tanzania teaching beekeeping through a volunteer 
organization. I had been wishing I was with him until I received 
an email during one of his brief Internet breaks in which he 
wrote: “Just pulled a snake from a hive of Africanized bees. 
Gotta go!”

If you are coming to the BCHPA’s Semi-Annual convention 
in Kamloops on March 11-12, you will get a chance to hear 
Kerry relate his experiences in Africa. He’s giving one of 
the talks at what will be pretty substantial education day. We 
have a great lineup of speakers. From queen health by Patricia 
Wolf-Veiga, to queen viability in transport by Marta Guarna, 
to a crash course on apitherapy by Stefan Stangaciu, a world 
authority on the subject, to Eric Stromgren’s detailed spring 
hive management plans, the Saturday education day will have 
something for everyone. We’re also doing fun four-subject 
quick breakout session on specialized beekeeping, and as 
promised last fall, an update on best management practices 
for dealing with the Small Hive Beetle.

A special highlight of the weekend: Hugh Mawby of the 
Richmond Beekeepers Association has graciously loaned us 
his new - and as yet unoccupied - Flow Hive for a show and 
tell.  It will give you a firsthand look into the mechanics of 
this revolutionary new type of hive. You may recall that John 
Gates field tested a Flow Hive last year but we were unable 
to get a talk going on it for the 2015 Semi-Annual due to time 
constraints.

In addition to our regular agenda for Friday’s business 
meeting, we’re holding a special “world cafe” in the afternoon 
to develop a new strategic plan to guide the BCHPA in coming 
years. It’s a special initiative of Kerry, and has been helped 
by secretary Christina Rozema’s suggestion of the world cafe 
style of breakout discussions. Come prepared to offer your 
best suggestions for where we should take the Association.

The business day will also be where Michael Campbell and 
his constitutional committee will unveil a first draft of the 
new constitution; you will remember that at the Courtenay 
Annual General Meeting we agreed to a year-long process of 
updating our foundation documents, with an initial draft ready 
for Kamloops in March.

Other good news: the Richmond Beekeepers Association 
voted unanimously in early February to host the BCHPA’s 
Annual General Meeting. The event will be held Oct. 13-16 at 
the Pacific Gateway Hotel (the former Richmond Delta Airport 
Inn) and will include both a Certified Instructors Course on 
the Thursday, and a two day education program, Saturday and 
Sunday. Friday will be for our business day, of course.

I am very pleased to see the RBA take on this job. Tim 
Monaghan, the new president, is a detail oriented person and 

he has access to, and 
the backing of, an 
enthusiastic team of 
volunteers. Please 
congratulate him on 
the club’s decision. I 
am already develop-
ing a list of potential 
speakers.

Our Courtenay AGM 
hosts, the Comox 
Valley Bee Club, are 
wrapping up the fi-
nancial details from 
last year’s meeting 
and will present us 
with a final account-
ing in Kamloops. All 
indications are that it 
was a substantial financial success.

Elsewhere in this edition of BeesCene you will find a report 
on our efforts at the Pacific Agriculture Show in January. It 
proved to be a good decision to restart our attendance there.

Lastly, we know this year heralds new challenges for BC 
beekeepers now that we have been exposed to the Small 
Hive Beetle. After the Courtenay AGM, a full infestation of 
SHB, in all stages, was discovered in an empty Abbotsford 
hive. This changed the dynamic and resulted in the Provincial 
Apiculturalists in BC, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba 
developing new and strict inspection protocols for this year’s 
interprovincial movement of bees.

The BCHPA, through Second Vice-President Rudi Peters, is 
developing a new module on SHB that will be included in 
our spring Integrated Pest Management sessions. I would 
strongly encourage you to consider attending these IPM 
meetings, not just to learn what to look for with this new 
pest, but also to refresh your best management practices for 
dealing with Varroa and the other range of challenges we face. 
The Association will also have a session at the Semi-Annual 
discussing the new Small Hive Beetle inspection protocols.

See you there!  ❀

From the First Vice President

Jeff Lee
BCHPA 1st Vice President

Willow Rods, Cuttings and Plants
Now is the time to plant hardwood cuttings 

Specializing in the “Bee Willows” -  varieties of willows  
that  provide the earliest pollen and nectar for bees

1459 Mt. Newton Cross Road Central Saanich, BC
Rosemary Ishkanian  ishkanian@shaw.ca • 250-216-8821
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News from the Ministry of Agriculture
PAUL VAN WESTENDORP,  Manager, BCMA Apiculture Program 
paul.vanwestendorp@gov.bc.ca.

Beelines

SHB Surveillance 
and Bee Movement Conditions
In the fall of 2015, BC beekeepers 
learned about the arrival of Small 
Hive Beetle in the Fraser Valley. The 
first diagnosis resulted in an extensive 
survey with a few additional findings in 
apiaries near the Canada-US border in 
the central Fraser Valley. 

Since then, BC has been in consultation 
with Alberta, Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba to develop a set of inspection 
standards and protocol to manage the 
risk of beetle introduction and spread 
while enabling beekeepers to move their 
colonies within the province and across 
provincial boundaries. 

For your information, the inspection 
standards and bee movement conditions 
concerning SHB are listed here. Alberta 
has developed an additional set of 
conditions for colonies imported from 
any area where SHB has been confirmed. 
Please contact Alberta Agriculture for 
details.

Inspection Standards 
Small Hive Beetle

Shipment Of Honey Bee Colonies
Spring 2016

The Small Hive Beetle (Aethina tumida) 
was first diagnosed in British Columbia 
in August 2015. The single adult 
beetle was confirmed in an Abbotsford 
apiary approximately 4 km north of 
the Canada-US border. Subsequent 
surveillance confirmed SHB in a few 
additional apiaries within 5 km from the 
border. 

SHB is a sub-tropical beetle and doesn’t 
parasitize honey bees. It is a reportable 
pest under federal and provincial 
legislation because of its potential to 
cause significant damage to beehive 
equipment. While there is evidence that 
SHB may not proliferate in northern 

climates, provisions have been made 
to manage the risk of spread of the 
beetle into new areas. Bee movement 
conditions apply to shipments between 
Bee Districts in BC and interprovincial 
bee shipments. 

Inspection Levels: 
Inspection standards are based on 
detecting SHB at 1% prevalence and at 
95% confidence. According to Table 1, a 
commercial beekeeping operation in BC 
will have up to 300 colonies inspected 
for SHB depending on operational size. 

2-Step Inspection Methodology:
1. Randomly selected colonies will have 
the lid and inner cover lifted quickly for 
immediate visual inspection for adult 
beetles on the top bars and inside of the 
inner cover.
2. The inspected colony is tilted forward 
for immediate visual inspection of adult 
beetles on the bottom board. 

Evaluation of Inspection Results:
When NO beetles or larvae are found, all 
hives in the apiary are permitted to move 
under permit to another Bee District 
within 14 days. For interprovincial 
shipment an additional permit is 
required from Alberta Agriculture or 
Manitoba Agriculture. (Please note, 
Alberta Agriculture requires colonies 
to be shipped to prescribed zones for 
follow-up inspections).

Detection of a single adult beetle is 
confirmation of infestation. (Sighting 
of any single adult indicates virtual 
certainty of SHB presence in other hives 
of the apiary). When a beetle has been 
detected ALL hives of the apiary must 
be inspected.  

When only SHB adults are found, all 
frames of the hive must be inspected 
to confirm presence of larvae. When 
NO larvae are found, the hives can 
be shipped to a Bee District or to the 
prescribed control zones in Alberta / 
Manitoba. When larvae are detected, 
the apiary cannot be shipped and must 
remain in place. The apiary must be 
treated, managed and re-inspected after 
2-3 weeks. When no larvae are found, 
the apiary can be moved to a Bee District 
or prescribed control zones in Alberta / 
Manitoba under permit within 14 days.

SHB Treatment and Control
For adult beetles only: 
- Install traps (various types are available 
with variable efficacy) and/or;
- Shake adult bee population into a 
container without comb for several 
hours, causing adult beetles to flee. 
Reintroduce adult population to hive.

For adults and larvae: remove the bees 
and place hive equipment in cold storage 
or irradiation treatment (Iotron). Heavily 
damaged equipment should be burned 
and replaced with new equipment. 

Bee Packages and Nuc Sales:
Bulk bees, packages and nucleus hives 
for sale must originate from operations 
free of SHB.

Additional Precautions:
Shipments must be netted.
Commercial transport preferred for 
interprovincial shipments. 
Beekeeper must submit transportation 

Table 1 
 Operational   # of Inspected
 Size Colonies
 50     48
 100      96
 300    189
 500    225
 1,000    258 
 5,000    290
 5,000+    300
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route and dates of shipment.
Beekeepers must request an inspection 2 weeks in advance.

Inspection for Varroa and AFB
No changes have been applied to the inspection standards 
and moving conditions for American Foulbrood (AFB) and 
Varroa mites. For details, please refer to Honey Bee Moving 
Conditions and Requirements on the Ministry website.

Inspection Data Sharing:
Management of inspection results and data will comply with 
the Personal Information Protection Act and may be shared 
with authorized personnel of other provinces.

Reporting Requirements:
The Small Hive Beetle is classified as a “reportable pest” 
under federal and provincial legislation. This means that 
any beekeeper who detects a beetle in the hive must report 
the finding. Beekeepers are encouraged to collect any beetle 
sighted in the hive and submit to the Apiculture Office for 
identification.

Inspection of Bee Breeders
In light of the introduction of the Small Hive Beetle into 
BC and the threat of other bee diseases, bee breeders should 
have their operations inspected in the spring. The “clean bill 
of health” will be valid for the remainder of the shipping 
season. Please contact your Apiary Inspector to schedule an 
inspection. 

National Bee Disease Survey – Preliminary Results
BC beekeepers who have been participating in the National 
Bee Disease Survey have already received detailed reports 
about the identity and prevalence of diseases and pests in their 
operations. These personal records are not available to anyone 
but the beekeepers themselves. 

The compiled data has been presented recently and have given 
an interesting insight into the full array of diseases and pests 
in BC and their prevalence compared to other provinces. The 
findings made available so far only reflect one year of data. A 
more comprehensive picture will emerge after the next two 
years when the National Survey Project will be completed. 

The National Bee Disease Survey is a valuable study that 
provides a highly detailed snapshot of diseases and pests 
across the country. For participating beekeepers, the survey is 
the “ultimate health check-up” of their operation….for free! 
As detailed information becomes available, a report will be 
prepared and published in a future BeesCene issue.

Courses
As reported in the past, the Ministry offers a number of 
courses. The annual Introduction to Beekeeping course will be 
held again at Kwantlen University – Langley Campus starting 
March 16. The class size is limited to 27 students. For anyone 
interested in taking the course, please email me to have your 
name and email address added to the course’s notification list. 
In early February, course details and registration instructions 

will be distributed to all on the list. 

The classroom course has always been offered in the Fraser 
Valley, but many people living in other parts of the province 
never had access to the same educational opportunities. 
To offer equal opportunity, we decided in 2015 to offer a 
simplified introductory beekeeping course through a series 
of webinars. The appreciation of this course format was so 
overwhelming that we decided to offer the course again in 
early 2016. This time, the enrolment exceeded 200 participants 
from BC, but also some from the Yukon, Ontario, Quebec and 
Newfoundland! 

We don’t pretend that a course comprised of four webinars 
offers the same thoroughness and quality of a classroom 
course but it addresses the key topics of bees, bee behaviour, 
beekeeping management, disease detection and control. The 
purpose of this free course is to provide a basic introduction 
to beekeeping management so that participants have a better 
chance to succeed during their first few years of beekeeping. 
For anyone interested in the 2017 webinar course, please send 
me an email with your full name and email address that will 
be added to the course’s notification list. Course details and 
registration instructions will be sent automatically to everyone 
on the list in early 2017. 

New Government Website
The government is going through a metamorphosis concerning 
its website and internet accessibility. In the early 2000s, the 
government maintained a number of websites that varied 
in design and scope depending on the agency or ministry 
involved. The Ministry of Agriculture had a website to which 
a portal was attached called InfoBasket. Each commodity 
would have its own InfoBasket that essentially functioned as 
a search engine by accessing pre-selected links. Infobasket 
demanded huge personnel resources to remain current and 
as a result, it was never successful. Fortunately, technology 
replaced the cumbersome portal concept with superfast search 
engines such as Google, Chrome, and others. 

During the last 15 years or so, the various government websites 
were interconnected but different architectural designs, 
themes and layouts prevented a uniform and consistent 
presentation of the government of British Columbia. A couple 
of years ago, the government decided on a complete overhaul 
towards a single website as starting point. The new website 
is: www2.gov.bc.ca. This site doesn’t get you very far. As 
visitor you will have to navigate through a set of windows 
by selecting “Ministries” and then “Agriculture”. From there, 
you select “Animal Production” which will eventually bring 
you to “Apiculture”. This journey may appear complicated at 
first but once you arrive, you may want to bookmark the link. 

The entire overhaul of the government website is a process 
involving several years. The Ministry of Agriculture was one 
of the first ministries selected for the changeover because of 
its small size and its great diversity of programs and services. 
The Apiculture page is now available but will continue to be 
undergoing changes and improvements. ❀

~ Paul Van Westendorp,  
Manager, BCMA Apiculture Program
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In June 2014, the Senate Standing 
Committee on Agriculture 

and Forestry released a report on the status of bee health 
and strategies for its improvement in Canada. The report 
recommended that Health Canada reverse its policy and allow 
the importation of bee packages from the United States. I feel 
we should consider some of the risks involved in adopting this 
recommendation.

Current international trade agreements stipulate that trade 
between countries can only be prevented for environmental 
reasons. At present, concerns over importing diseases 
prevalent in US honey bee colonies has kept the border closed 
to the importation of beehives. But if Canada imports all pests 
and diseases endemic to the US via packages - as seems likely 
- it follows that we will also be forced to allow beehives to 
cross the border. What implications would this have for our 
industry?     

Although some beekeepers struggle to replace wintering 
losses, Canada’s beekeeping industry continues to thrive. 
With increasing worldwide demand for honey, the number 
of hives in Canada has grown steadily in recent years from 
570,000 hives in 2009 to 700,000 hives today. 

Despite this, many prairie beekeepers feel they could 
maintain and increase their hive numbers more economically 

by importing package bees from the USA. There is also 
increasing pressure from Canada’s blueberry industry on both 
the East and West Coasts for cheaper sources of beehives to 
pollinate their crops.

Commercial beekeepers in Canada’s three prairie provinces 
currently maintain 500 – 13,000 colonies per beekeeper with 
an average of 2,000 colonies. Commercial operations in other 
provinces run fewer hives but are equally viable because they 
package and market their hive products, rather than selling 
them wholesale. These smaller commercial operations include 
beekeepers in central/eastern Canada and BC who operate 
small to medium size apiaries of 300 - 5,000 colonies with an 
average of 600 colonies.  

Canadian beekeepers earn significant hive income from 
pollination services but never travel too far from home to do 
so. Hybrid canola grown in southern Alberta requires 80,000 
hives for pollination each year with most hives coming from 
Alberta. 

BC fruit growers also rent thousands of hives each 
year with estimates ranging from 30,000 to 50,000 hives. 
Approximately 30,000 Alberta hives overwinter in BC and 
many help pollinate crops here each spring before returning 
to Alberta. 

Last year, the increasing demand for pollination of low 

Letter to the Editor
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bush blueberries in the Maritime provinces inspired an Alberta 
beekeeper to send a trial load of hives to New Brunswick. 
However, this market has traditionally been serviced by 
Maritime beekeepers with help from beekeepers in Ontario 
and Quebec. To date, the Canadian beekeeping industry has 
avoided shipping hives from coast to coast in any numbers 
and most beekeepers earn the majority of their livelihoods by 
selling hive products. 

Unlike Canada, US beekeeping operations have 
experienced rapid consolidation in recent years.  Some apiaries 
now own 20,000 colonies or more. Adee Honey Farms is the 
country’s largest beekeeping outfit, managing 90,000 hives. 
This consolidation is a direct result of the demand for honey 
bee pollination by the California almond industry. 

Since 1987 the acreage of almond trees grown in California 
has increased from 400,000 acres to 750,000 acres, which 
require one and a half million pollinating hives each year. This 
demand for beehives has created a new business model for 
US beekeepers – migratory beekeeping. California’s almond 
industry now accounts for half of annual pollination income 
collected by US beekeepers.

Along with an increase in pollination income, US 
beekeepers have had to manage an increase in hive mortality. 
Annual hive losses of 70% have been periodically experienced 
by beekeepers since 2005, the first year when such catastrophic 
losses occurred. 

Hives rented for pollination face the double challenge of 
high pesticide levels and poor nutrition. Moving colonies 
to more favourable forage once pollination contracts are 
completed helps reduce losses. Unfortunately, bee friendly 
environments are in limited supply, so gaining access to them 
is increasingly difficult.   

As the migratory beekeeping business model becomes 
more common, some jurisdictions have attempted to limit the 
negative impact it has on established local beekeepers. For 
example, South Dakota and Wyoming place limits on the 
proximity of commercial beekeeping yards, thus limiting the 

number of out-of-state beekeepers who can place hives there.    
Well known beekeeper Randy Oliver manages 1000 hives 

in California. He recently explained why members of the 
US industry are increasingly trying to defend themselves 
against large scale migratory operations: “A number of 
other jurisdictions restrict apiary placement. Competition 
for good sites is aggressive out West. We in my county are 
pursuing restrictions. Here’s how it is. There are only a few 
serious beekeepers in my county and about 150 hobbyists. We 
generally respect each other’s locations to avoid competition, 
running only 2-3 dozen hives per yard. But out-of-county 
commercial guys think nothing of coming in and setting 1000 
hives right on top of us, which kills locations that we may 
have had for 30 years. They don’t live here, pay taxes here, or 
support local agriculture, so we feel that we have the right to 
protect our apiaries.”

British Columbia places no limits on the number of hives 
that can enter our province, and given the limited political 
clout of our industry, this is unlikely to change. The pressures 
that are motivating our industry to consider importing 
packages from the US - namely, cheaper bees to support a 
migratory pollination industry - are the very same pressures 
that have led to sudden hive losses, conflict for territory, and 
an industrialized bee industry in the US. We can see exactly 
what our industry will look like if we continue to develop in 
this direction instead of fostering the largely self-sufficient, 
diverse, and sustainable beekeeping industry we have at 
present. 

Rather than improve bee health as the senate report 
suggests, I feel the movement of package bees across the 
Canada/US border will threaten the health and diversity of 
our industry. If you agree, I encourage you to write the federal 
minister of agriculture, the Honourable Lawrence MacAulay, 
and ask that Canada maintain the current status of honey bee 
imports across the Canada/US border. ❀

~ Ted Hancock,
Dog Creek, BC

Van Isle Apiaries 
and Bee Products

Grant Stringer 
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca

Tel 250-652-9834 Fax 250-665-6121
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3

NUCS • QUEENS 
PACKAGES

Hanefelds’ Honey Farm
Nassenheider Fill-up
Price: $2,595. Includes shipping

The bottler for honey and other 
liquids with higher viscosity. Compact, 
versatile, affordable and reliable.

Single Story Hives for Sale 
Available in May
2015 Queens, 

5 Frames of Brood $250

Contact Fred @ Phone & Fax: 604-856-8937
E-mail: FKOH@telus.net

Phone 250-499-2555

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
2098 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, BC V0X 1C2

Blair & Cheryl Tarves
BC BRED QUEENS • NUCS
BREEDING STOCK
April 15 - Sept. 15

Burnaby, B.C.   www.bcbeesupply.ca

Beekeeping supplies & equipment.

We buy and sell - beeswax - bee pollen - propolis

BC Bee Supply



10     Volume 32, #1   SPRING 2016 

by Jeff Lee
After a brief absence from the Pacific Agriculture Show the 
BCHPA made a return, with considerable success. We may 
literally have had the smallest booth at the show - a tiny 5x10 
alley - but we were among the busiest folks at the three-day 
event! We were so busy that the Stokes Seeds folks next door 
grew accustomed to crowds leaning over the divider from their 
side to talk to our volunteers. The show was an opportunity 
for the BCHPA to build relations with berry growers, to 
communicate the importance of bees in the urban environment 
and the need for care when using pesticides. 

We brought the new brochures on the value of pollination and 
the Day of the Honey Bee, and provided lists of beekeepers 
offering pollination services, membership forms and lots of 
books and visual materials, including some teaching frames.

There was a huge demand for our list of BCHPA-certified 
instructors. We had hundreds of people stop by asking how they 
could get into beekeeping. They left with handouts of our list of 
instructors, a BCHPA membership form, and sample copies of 
BeesCene. Nearly 1,000 honey sticks were handed out to many 
children, and not a few adults. 

We had considerable volunteer support from both the 
Langley Branch of the BCHPA and members of the Richmond 
Beekeepers Association. Our volunteers included new 
beekeepers such as James Deugau of Chilliwack, Dan Dohogne 
of Maple Ridge, Beth Mills and Kent Miller of Langley, 
and experts such as Heather Higo, Judy Campbell and Mike 
Campbell. Others who were invaluable were Eva Hoffman, 
Rose Driedger, Brian Saunders, Elaine Barry and Amanda 
Goodman Lee. 

BCHPA executive members in attendance were Secretary 
Irene Tiampo, Canadian Honey Council rep Stan Reist and 
First Vice-President Jeff Lee.

The event was an opportunity for the BCHPA to raise 
its profile with other agricultural groups, including the BC 
Blueberry Council and the BC Raspberry Growers. The 
Blueberry Council has asked if the BCHPA would like to 
participate in its spring and fall field days with an education 
component on best management practices for pollination; 
we’re looking into it. 

We met with officials from Canada’s PMRA, which is 
considering a talk at our Annual General Meeting. We also 
had fruitful discussions with AgriService BC, the provincial 
government agency that has supported the BCHPA by 
underwriting the costs of some speakers to our events. They 
have invited us to apply for funding again. All in all, a valuable 
and useful experience for the BCHPA.  ❀

NOTES
Pacific Agriculture Show

presents
John Gates 

‘Queen Rearing Course’
June 11th & 12th 2016

beginning 9 am each day

Instructor: John Gates
Sweetacre Apiaries.  

Bill and Larissa Stagg,  
781 Abbington Lane, Tappen BC   
Cost $300.00 + GST = $315.00

 limited to 20 participants

The course will cover:
Honey bee nutrition • Colony evaluation 

The biological basis of queen rearing
Cell starter and finisher hive preparation and manipulation

Grafting • Mating nucleus production and maintenance 
Queen cell care, storage and transportation

Cell introduction  • Queen catching and shipping
Using queen cells in your operation 

(mite control, swarm prevention, 
increased honey production, colony increase)

During the course of the lectures 
we will also discuss many other topics 

as they relate to stock production.
 

John will also be bringing in a Flow Hive 
for attendees to see and discuss.

Accommodations
Participants are welcome to camp at the Stagg property.  

Space is available for RV’s and tents.  
Other accommodation can be booked 

in Salmon Arm or Sorrento.

For More Information visit  www.sweetacreapiaries.ca 
or call

Bill Stagg ~ 250-803-5201
email   billstagg.honeysweet@gmail.com

To Register
Send a cheque or money order to:

Bill Stagg
781 Abbington Lane, Tappen BC  V0E 2X3

Write on the cheque “Queen Rearing Course 2016”

Saturday evening we will host 
a pot luck barbeque.
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New Zealand 

Ladies looking 

to emigrate to 

Canada. 
Hard working, self 

supporting, like country 

settings or the burbs, 

prefer to take lots of 

flights with an eye for 

interacting with the flora 

and fauna, just go nuts

over flowers, all types.

 6124 Metral Dr., Nanaimo BC V9T 2L6   1-877-390-6890   Phone 250-390-2313    
Fax 250-390-5180      E-mail: flydutch@telus.net   Stan & Cheryl Reist

Bee SupplieS  •  packageS  •  NucS aNd QueeNS
Vancouver Island Pollination Services

FLYING DUTCHMAN

Early 
New Zealand 

packages 
Vancouver Island 

and the Gulf Islands
 Sunshine Coast.  
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The CHC AGM was held in 
Saskatoon in November, it was 
very well attended and was well 
organized, with many thanks to 
Dani Glennie.

  
 There weren’t any contentious 

issues to deal with at the AGM, 
and proceedings went smoothly. 
The CHC Executive met with 
the Provincial Apiculturists to 
discuss the Small Hive Beetle 

situation and how it’s unfolding. The ability to move hives 
without harming businesses is one major concern. We in BC 
have a lot of out of province hives to deal with, in terms of 
sending them back to their home provinces, and complete 
inspections to allow this to happen. At the BCHPA AGM the 
members made it clear they did not want quarantines to deal 
with the SHB and I can understand that, however there are 
other ways to control the spread (if there is one) and allow for 
movement at the same time, it’s with the use of zones.  95% 
of Albertans do not want the SHB, so the Alberta government 
has set up zones to allow for the movement in and out of the 
north, to winter and pollinate in BC and return.
 
I earlier mentioned a meeting with the PA’s. I think it’s very 
important that this takes place. How can we be an Industry 
if we don’t sit down and discuss the issues facing us, to 
me Industry is all-inclusive: Local Associations, Provincial 
Associations, Canadian Honey Council and the Provincial 
Apiculturists. We are all in this together. So let’s talk. We 
did and I and others thought it went extremely well, the 
discussions were straightforward, took a little bit to remove 
some skepticism, but it worked and hopefully it will carry on. 
 
We have some new members on the board, Dani Glennie 
from Saskatchewan, Allan Campbell from Manitoba and 
Bill Termeer from Alberta. Thank you to those stepping off 
the board for their time and effort to make the CHC a better 
Association for the beekeepers of Canada: Calvin Parsons of 
SK, Brian Ash of MB, Grant Hicks of AB. 
 
Maria Trainer gave an update on Clean Farms, a program for 
the safe disposal of used chemicals. Future dates and places 
to be announced. Maria also elaborated on the launch of a 
new app similar to Drift Watch in Australia. It’s called Bee 

Connected, and it’s free - you just download it from the app 
store. You can sign in as a beekeeper, farmer or a pesticide 
applicator. It allows you to see what’s going on and allows 
a response to farmers or others who might be spraying 
chemicals about when and where to protect your hives. It’s a 
communications tool with anonymity so you don’t see names 
but you have access through the internet.
 
Stephen Page updated us on honey stats, who’s shipping 
where and the amount and prices. Right now there’s a lot of 
honey just sitting, no sales for it which is a major concern. 
 
Connie Hart from the PMRA gave an update on pollinator 
protection in Canada, and some information on the pesticide 
reviews presently ongoing.
 
The issue of MRL’s for honey is being addressed and is 
working through the system; efforts to resolve the problem 
with Japan, where there are presently no MRL’s for some 
drugs. 
 
There are a number of new mite control products that are in 
the final test stages, and the plan is when they are registered it 
will be in both the US and Canada at the same time.  ❀

Canadian Honey Council

Stan Reist,
Canadian 

Honey Council Rep

supplies & education

New and exciting classes with 
an expanded selection of products.

Prepay on Paypal or over the phone and your order can be 
picked up the next day!!

We still offer our free pickups in Abbotsford, Burnaby, 
Cloverdale, Richmond, Vancouver and Whistler

www.urbanbeesupplies.ca

We will be opening a 
new location 

in Victoria 
at the end of April, 

6440 West Saanich Road 
778-990-2176

6440 West Saanich Road, Victoria, BC 
778-990-2176
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Kim Winnicky

I’m a mother of two teenage boys. I 
am a farmer at heart, but farming in 
the Yukon is pretty difficult so I’ve 
focused on gardening. Bees are my 
livestock of choice as they don’t take 
a lot of care and are self-feeding for 
the most part so I can head out pad-
dling or for adventures and not worry 
about a caretaker for them. We live in 
Whitehorse.

What is your favourite honey?
Lupin. Oh my goodness soooo 

yummy. I knew it was lupin honey 
as I had my first bee “incident” this 
spring. I ordered 4 nucs this year, 
and one of the nucs was very ag-
gressive and also very productive. 
In one of my first hive inspections I 
had a small swarm of bees fly directly 
into my veiled face. A few got un-
der the veil and stung me. I dropped 
the frame, and later came back and 
recovered it and kept the comb and 
honey. So good - almost worth it. 
  Lupin is the first plant to flower up 
here in significant numbers and my 
little property and the adjacent land 
is covered in lupin. Our bees were all 
over the lupin and there really hadn’t 
been anything else for them to for-
age on yet, so I assumed it was lupin 
honey. It had a slight lupin smell, too. 
How and when did you get started 
with bees?
Five years ago my then eight year old 
and I watched a film about bees and 
beekeepers, Queen of the Sun, and at 
the end of it he looked at me and said 
“Mom, we should raise bees.”  That 
was November 2010. We went online 

and did some research, purchased 
used equipment, ordered 2 nucs and 
started in May 2011. We expanded to 
four hives in 2015.
  My youngest is in Grade 7 now and 
his science fair project this year was 
comparing the outside temperature 
with the temperature in my bee shed, 
and with the temperature inside the 
beehive. Quite remarkable - the bee-
hive temperature ranged from 0 to 
9°C while the outdoor temperatures 
ranged between -19 to 1°C in the two 
weeks of the investigation.
How many hives are you running?
Four.
Smoker fuel used?
Wild grass and egg cartons.
When do you unwrap your bees?
I usually unwrap in early May but it 
may be 3 weeks early this year as it 
is so warm.
Preferred method of swarm con-
trol?
Haven’t had to deal with swarming 
as overwintering is a challenge. So I 
guess a long winter is my method of 
swarm control.

For the club profile this time around, 
we decided to go a little ways 
north of BC and get to know some 
beekeepers in the Yukon. A little 
while ago we heard about a few and 
decided to get in touch. We found 
a group of enthusiastic, friendly 
and knowledgeable people North 
of 60. We initially got in touch with 
Etienne Tardif, a BCHPA member in 
Whitehorse. A few notes from him 
follow:

     Yukon Beekeepers 
There are lots of new beekeepers wanting 
to get into it up here. I started last year 
in the Yukon so I was looking for any 
contacts, other beeks to bounce ideas 
off of but really couldn’t find anyone. 
So I started the facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/groups/yukonbees/ 
and things started to happen. There are 
a couple of established beekeepers but 
they seem to keep to themselves (so far 
;). One long time beekeeper that I have 
met has been actively mentoring folks in 
the North. 

I estimate that we have 50 to 100 
hives in the Yukon, probably more 
on the low side. I guess as our group 
evolves we should get a clearer picture. 
We have had one get together so far to 
meet each other and to have a general 
discussion on beekeeping here. We 
had 2 very experienced beekeepers 
in attendance. The typical beekeeper 
here has 4-10 hives; there aren’t many 
farms with flowering crops, therefore 
most of us focus on fireweed and other 
wildflowers. 

In one way we are lucky that we 
have a blank template to start from. 
Increasing the number of beekeepers 
and hives will be important to 
increase genetics and allow us to 
breed our survivors (overwintered 
stocks). The cost of a nuc with 
shipping varies from $200-$275 so 
bringing new bees in every year is 
not very sustainable. Some members 
in our group are currently sourcing 
their bees this year from stocks that 
have been overwintered and have 
shown traits for mite and disease 
resistance (20 nucs). 

I am also organizing with the 
help of the Yukon/Federal Growing 
Forward 2 program, an Intro to 
Beekeeping course. I found the list of 
certified instructors on the BCHPA 
website and contacted Rudi Peters 
of Terrace, who will come up to 
teach it. We have 6 new beekeepers 
bringing in 10-15 nucs this spring so 
helping them get the most out of their 
investment is really important.
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Christina Guillemette

I grew up in southern Quebec on my 
family’s hobby farm. My grandfather 
and uncle had  bees and that is where 
I was first introduced to them. I was 
always fascinated with how an insect 
could produce something so delicious 
from flowers, one flight at a time. 
I later went to university to study 
Wildlife Biology which eventually 
brought me up to the Yukon in 2007 
to work in science field camps as a 
biologist. I moved up permanently in 
2009.

What is your favourite honey? 
If I am just going to eat it by the 
spoonful (something I do almost 
every day to keep the colds at bay), 
I prefer the Yukon wildflower or 
fireweed honey. It’s such a delicate 

yet complicated flavor compared to 
blueberry or apple honey. 
How and when did you get started 
with bees? 
I have a friend who successfully raised 
bees in the boreal forest a few hours 
north of Montreal, so I thought it could 
work up here. I read several books 
about beekeeping, bought and built 
supers, and made friends with a fellow 
Yukon beekeeper, Don Mark, who has 

been a valuable source of information 
and guidance. 
How many hives are you running? 
I currently have two hives, and this 
will be my first winter with them; 
I have ordered two more hives for 
spring 2016.
What is the main nectar source in 
your area? 
I believe it is mainly willow in 
the spring, and fireweed and other 
wildflowers in the summer.
Do you use queen excluders? 
I tried an excluder but it caused more 
misery for me than good. The bees 
just started putting propolis and wax 
on it and didn’t move up. If I am going 
to use one in the future, I will try to 
put a frame above that already has 
honey, to entice them to go through 
the excluder.  All is not lost however, 
it makes a great wild berry strainer.

Etienne Tardif 

I live a double life. We live in the 
Yukon and enjoy our summers 
gardening, raising chickens (egg and 
meat), doing beekeeping and hiking 
and canoeing. In fall and winter 
I work seasonally doing business 
improvement projects in the mining 
industry.

What is your favourite honey? 
Jarrah Honey from Australia. We had 
the chance to live there for a couple 
of years and really enjoyed the darker 
flavours of their honey.
How and when did you get started 
with bees? 

A friend and I (one geologist and one 
engineer) got started beekeeping when 
we asked our company if they would 
sponsor our endeavor to raise bees in 
the reclamation area. It was fun and 
we got honey the first year.
How many hives are you running?
Currently 2 hives, 2 more coming in 
spring. As a trial one is in a poly hive 
and the other in a standard wooden 
hive. The poly hive is winning so far. 
I also had one of the hives re-queen 
itself so I have my first Yukon queen. 
Hopefully they overwinter. The other 
neat thing about where I am located 
is I am the only beekeeper within 
~30km, so I can easily identify my 
bees foraging out on our hikes/walks.
What is the main nectar source in 
your area? 
Fireweed is about the only one in my 
area. We are about 3-5 degrees cooler 
where I am located (risk of frost all 
year round) hence the reason I started 
planting white mustard around my 
place. It continued flowering into late 
September. 
Smoker fuel used? 
Dried up fireweed and twigs.
Best sting remedy? 
None it’s part of the game.
Preferred method of swarm 
control?
Hoping I get swarming behavior as I 
really want to get into splits to reach 
my 10 hives.
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Beverly Lynne 
Harris

I live in a log house 
in rural remote Yukon 
Territory, in a tiny 
community called 
Ross River. I am a 
semi-retired nurse 
and was looking for 
an activity/hobby that 
would allow me to be outside AND be productive; 
beekeeping, honey and beeswax candle-making 
seemed like a nice fit. I received a book about bees in 
grade school – I think the notion was planted a long 
time ago! The more I learn about bees and beekeeping, 
the more eager I am to get started.

How many hives are you running?
I’ll start with 2 this summer, I’ve got 2 nucs being 
flown from Ottawa to Whitehorse in June. I’ve decided 
on Warre hives and will be collecting the components 
for hives and frames from a builder in Edmonton. I am 
flying there with a friend and we will return with our 
luggage full of the pieces. This works for us because 
the regional airline has generous baggage allowance. 
What is the main nectar source in your area? 
Wildflowers (dandelion, wild strawberry, lupine, 
vetch, white clover, fireweed, and several other 
northern species to a lesser degree); backyard 
vegetable gardens of neighbours.
Best tip received or to pass along?
I’ve been investigating the cost of manual extractors 
and have discovered a company is producing see-
through acrylic extractors, which would be great for 
school instruction and demonstration as well as small 
amateur use. They are more expensive than stainless 
steel but fascinating just the same.

Predator Control from Bears & Skunks etc!

Tel. 250-757-9677 Fax:250-757-9670
 info@ferrisfencing.com  www.ferrisfencing.com

Ferris Fencing   1-800-665-3307

SOLAR • BATTERY 
110 V • FENCE CONTROLLERS

Complete Portable Electric Systems • General Farm 
Horse • Wildlife Exclusion • Vineyard • Aquaculture 

Protect your Bee Hives 
with Electric Nets Complete 
with Posts – Wide Selection 
ranging from 26” – 48” High 

X 164’ Long

Don Mark

Don has lived in the Yukon for 43 years. He lives just 
outside of Whitehorse and has been active in beekeeping 
for many years; he also spends time mentoring people in 
the area who are beginners. He attended the commercial 
beekeeping course at Fairview College in 1989, with 
instructor Dennis McKenna. He also spent a summer as 
a technician at Beaverlodge Research Station, working 
on a project which was assessing whether using Apistan 
strips resulted in residues in honey and beeswax.

How many hives are you running?
4, though I’ve had up to 20. I have good luck 
overwintering...my worst problem has been bears. I also 
have a wolverine tear apart a couple of hives one winter. 
I’ve moved them home and now I don’t have a problem 
as we have dogs here. I had my first hive in 1981. Do you sell your honey locally?

If I have a surplus, yes. This year I had 200 lbs from 
one hive, that was the first time for that. We’ve 
had some pretty bad years here, usually because of 
it being too dry. This year there was a commercial 
farm (something that is rare) growing mustard, they 
were going to plough it under and use it as a natural 
fungicide. I had my bees there, and that really gave 
them a boost. The honey really granulated, and was 
some of the best honey I’ve ever had. It was a really 
golden yellow colour.
Do you have Varroa mites? 
Do you treat for them?
Yes we have them, and no we don’t treat for them. 
The bees seem to have had time to adapt and to be 
able to deal with them. I don’t know of anyone up 
here that treats for them.
Best tip? 
I will mention one thing that is different these days. 
It used to be that we got 3 or 4 pound packages of 
bees from California, and now they are just 2 lbs, so 
it makes it hard to get a crop of honey in the first year 
because they can’t have a very big brood nest with 2 
lbs of bees. Also, the bees will always surprise you, 
no matter how much you know. I hear this from the 
most experienced beekeepers.
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Peter McPeake 

I got interested in bees in 1981 after a friend suggested 
I take bee pollen to help me with allergies and asthma, 
which I have subsequently rid myself of. In 1995 I took 
the commercial beekeeping course at Fairview College 
with instructor A. J. Sarling. We visited numerous bee 
operations but there was little research being done at 
that time. The college was experimenting with an indoor 
overwintering facility while I was there, which had 
about 500 hives. 

 I had hoped to start a commercial operation here in 
Whitehorse when I finished, but that was not possible 
due to the lack of agricultural activity in the area. I 
did however start with 4 hives (4 frame nucs) which I 
purchased from Vancouver Island in 1997 before Varroa 
arrived there, and I have kept bees every year since. I 
live on the northern border of Whitehorse, on a 14 acre 
lot on the Takhini River.

 
What is your favourite honey?
Fireweed honey. 
What is the main nectar source in your area? 
High sweet clover (road ditches). 
Smoker fuel used? 
Potato sacking. 
Best sting remedy? 
Remove the stinger as quickly as possible, ha! 
Do you supplemental feed your bees?
Yes, pollen patties and syrup in the early spring (April) 
and syrup in the fall (September and October or until the 
bees won’t take it anymore).
Do you run nine or ten frames in your brood 
chamber? 
9 frames in both brood chambers and honey supers 
(spacers in honey supers).
Do you use any management practices to help your 
bees with the extremes?
I leave the winter covers on until the middle of May 
for warmth. I orient the hives to the Southwest so they 
get more sun later in the day because the mornings are 
cooler here and the bees tend to start flying later in the 
morning.
Do you use queen excluders? 
Yes, absolutely.
Do you treat for mites? 
No. I have had mites twice and have destroyed my 
colonies both times. I believe I have Varroa now 
although I have not tested for it yet. I will find out in 
the spring.   

B U Z Z I N ’  A R O U N D  S I N C E  1 8 8 4

Randy Lamb 

I originally came north to the Yukon to work as a mosquito 
biologist 30 years ago. Studying bees and other insects 
for years, and teaching Integrated Pest Management at 
the local college still did not prepare me for the zen and 
personal reward of becoming an urban beekeeper. Having 
my own bees taught me that I should have started years 
earlier. I am beekeeping within Whitehorse. My big 
project for 2016 is to seek permission from the City to 
set up an apiary in the Whitehorse Community Garden 
located downtown.

What is your favourite honey? 
Blackberry and big leaf maple.
How and when did you get started with bees? 
I took several related courses from Mark Winston at SFU 
during the 1980s. Other than poking around in small 
apiaries occasionally since then, and getting some used 
equipment a few years back, I never had my own bees 
until 2015. It was long overdue.
How many hives are you running? 
Three for this summer.
Smoker fuel used? 
Rolled cardboard strips.
Best tip received or to pass along? 
Start with queens from a good breeding line and begin 
with at least two colonies your first year.   ❀
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by Randy Chencharik

Early in 2015 one of our colonies swarmed and clustered in a 
crook of a neighbour’s small pine tree. After some frustration 
trying to capture the swarm, my wife and I were advised to 
try and vacuum them by very short cycling my small shop 
vac on/off. All seemed well as just about every bee was 
captured. When we got to introducing these bees to a new 
hive, we realized a real disaster. Maybe 5 – 10% of the bees 
survived. The design of the shop vac ensured that we had 
no chance to be successful. The bees were sucked against a 
plastic plate and many were killed or fatally injured. If we 
had our time back and knowing the outcome, we would have 
just left the swarm alone.

Shortly afterwards, I went onto the internet to try and learn 
of ways to safely capture a swarm. I believe I found a type of 
bee vacuum. From there I designed my own and was looking 
forward to a trial on the next swarm.

During one of our club meetings, my wife and I brought this in as a show and 
tell demonstration. A couple of weeks after that I was approached by one of 
the guests at the meeting to see if I would consider sending this to Ft. St. John 
because a swarm was colonizing within a parapet wall on a senior’s home 
adjacent to the Hospital. I spoke to Ty Henry who was the beekeeper looking 
to remove the colony. The following is a note from Ty:

“On September 29, I arrived at Fort St John General Hospital at approximately 
10:30 AM for the bee 
extraction. I met a professional 
roofer there on the roof, he was 
able to open up a large panel 
on the wall and expose the hive 
at which time I was able 
to use the trap. The trap 
adapted to a shop vac very 
easily. My shop vac was 
the powering agent for the 
vacuum on the trap. The 
trap had very low suction, 
but I was able to increase 
the suction enough to 

suck up a large portion of 
the colony and carefully 
collect them in the trap. I was 
able to increase the suction 
by pressing down on the 
sightglass, and also covering up the vent hole that was installed in the lid completely. 
If the sightglass had been attached to the lid with silicone and the vent had a tighter 
covering, the trap would’ve worked very efficiently and probably wouldn’t have 
given any problems at all. I was able to save approximately 95% of the bees. They 
are currently bundled up for the winter in their new home. I let them keep their honey 
to overwinter.”

I did slight modifications to the plastic pail as he suggested so it should work better 
next use. 

Photos of bee vacuum courtesy Randy Chencharik;
photos of bee capture and hive courtesy Ty Henry. ❀

Builder’s Corner – Bee Vacuum
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Ask the Buzzers...
This column is a place where all beekeepers are encouraged to both ask 

questions and give answers.  It has been said that if you ask three beekeepers a 
question, you will get four different answers, so readers will have to take answers 
under careful consideration. Beekeepers are encouraged to respond to answers 

when their thoughts may differ.

Please send questions and responses to the editor at BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com. 

An important thing to always keep in mind is the wide range of environmental conditions 
we encounter in our province. It's best to be cautious when taking advice for your 
bees, and to take into consideration where that advice is coming from. Always consult 
experienced, successful beekeepers in your area.

Q: This question is inspired by recent discussion in the 
Ontario Bee Journal and the American Bee Journal: Have you 
ever seen worker bees moving eggs or larvae (or suspected 
that this was occurring)?

A: I haven’t wit-
nessed it, but ap-
parently it happens. 
In a recent forum, 
an experienced 
beekeeper men-
tioned: “We see 
this happening in 
our Cloake board 
cell builders. With 
this system the 
queen is confined 
by a queen exclud-
er to the bottom of 
two brood cham-

bers. We place graft frames with queen cups in the second 
queenless brood chamber the day before grafting. When graft-
ing we sometimes see eggs in a few of the queen cups. Very 
occasionally I see drone larvae being reared on the bottom of 
the frames in the first honey super above an excluder.” The 
following research paper looks at this question: Punnett, E.N. 
and M.L. Winston. 1984. Events following queen removal in 
colonies of European-derived honey bee races. Insectes So-
ciaux 30 : 376-383.  ~ Diane Dunaway, Soda Creek, BC
A: Have not seen, but suspected. 
 ~ Brenda Jager, Gabriola Island, BC
A: No.  ~ Peter Christie, Dawson Creek, BC
A: I have never seen worker bees moving eggs or larvae but I 
have heard that they do this, notably when queenless colonies 
are trying to raise queens.  ~ Steve Mitchell, Duncan, BC
A: I have on several occasions had reason to believe that 
worker bees actually moved eggs. I have not seen any evidence 
of movement of larvae.  ~ Lance Cuthill, Cranbrook, BC
A: Yes.  ~ Gerald Bomford, Prince George, BC 

Q: What is one of your favourite beekeeping books and why?

A: Hands down, it’s Clan Apis, an award-winning graphic 
novel by biologist Jay Hosler. Factual and fun, it effortlessly 
takes you through the life cycle of a worker bee, through the 
experiences of Nyuki and her sister Dvorah. Other characters 
include a dung beetle named Sisyphus and a sarcastic flower 

named Bloomington.  
http://www.jayhosler.
com/clanapis.html         
 ~ Diane Dunaway
A: The Dancing Bees: 
An Account of the Life 
and Senses of the Honey 
Bee by Karl von Frisch, 
Publisher Harcourt 
Brace Jovanovich, 1953. 

It has some of the best descriptions of the earliest scientific 
experiments that provided us with excellent facts about bees. 
Very easy to read. 179 pages.  
 ~ Brenda Jager
A: The Hive & the Honey Bee. This is an is old book, but 
regularly updated and a very easy to use, general reference. 
My own copy is about 1972 vintage & I need to buy a new 
one, if for no other reason than to pass on to my grandchildren. 
 ~ Peter Christie
A: One of my favourite beekeeping books is Biology of the 
Honey Bee by Mark Winston. It is packed with information 
and the writing style is reader friendly.  ~ Steve Mitchell
A: One of my favourite books is Beekeeping in Western 
Canada.  This is an excellent book as it is inexpensive, 
easy to read, has excellent pictures and best of all applies to 
beekeeping in western Canada where I live and keep bees. 
 ~ Lance Cuthill
A: The all-time favourite is the ABC & XYZ of Bee Culture, by 
A.I. Root.  ~ Gerald Bomford
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Q: Any recommendations for 
successful methods of queen 
introduction?
A: Take your time. Tape over the 
fondant plug and give everyone 
three days to sort out changes in 
pheromones before you release 
new royalty.  ~ Diane Dunaway
A: Feed. Always feed when you 
put a new queen in. Best if she is 
alone in the cage. Put her next to 
open brood even if you need to 
take a frame from another colony. 
 
 ~ Brenda Jager
A: I try to use insulated covers 
on colonies being re-queened and 

I add some space under this cover. Normally I remove the 
plug or candy from the queen cage and fill it with my own 
granulated honey. Then I wait a minimum of 3 days before 
doing further checks.  ~ Peter Christie
A: Successful queen introduction is dependent on the target. 
For a queenless nuc, ensure that it has been queenless for 3 
days. If longer (15-21 days), determine that no unmated queen 
is present. For a queenless colony, the same procedure would 
be used, but look carefully for queen cells. If there is a nectar 
flow on for either of these situations, that is a plus. If there is 
no nectar flow in progress, feed a thin syrup.  ~ Steve Mitchell
A: I have had the most success with introducing queens by: 
1. Removing any attendants from the queen cage. 2. Lightly 
spraying the queen cage and bees with Honey-B-Healthy, and 
3. Providing for a slow release with a softened candy plug in 
the queen cage. Direct release of the queen has not worked 
well for me.  ~ Lance Cuthill
A: Singular caged queens are introduced to populated top bars, 
and the bees will cluster very quickly. Pick up the cage and 
shake gently, if the bees fall off with no signs of aggression, 
I pull the screen and invert over the centre bars. When it is 
not practical to separate nurse bees from the cage, use a small 
finishing nail to drill the candy plug, then place on the centre 
bars. Check to ensure there is space for the colony to nurture 
and check on progress daily.  ~ Gerald Bomford

Q: How can I keep bees from drowning in dry pollen 
supplement?

A: In the past I’ve added a fir tree branch to dry pollen. It serves 
as a ladder for any overenthusiastic foragers that get in over 
their heads! Recent research has me debating the benefits of 
supplemental pollen feeding for my apiary. In the Cariboo we 
aren’t under pressure to hasten colony growth for pollination 
services. Apparently bees raised on early supplementation 
aren’t as strong. Might be worth waiting for natural sources to 
emerge?  ~ Diane Dunaway
A:  I normally feed dry pollen supplement, using a self feeder 
made of plastic, 1 per yard. I’m not sure we’ll be able to 
continue doing this, as I read something about outlawing group 
feeders, but I’m hoping this won’t apply to pollen supplement 
feeders. My feeders came from Mann Lake & are made of 
blue coloured plastic. There are absolutely no problems with 

losing bees in the dry pollen supplement using this equipment. 
 ~ Peter Christie
A: I have observed bees foraging on buckets of protein powder 
used for feeding calves but didn’t notice any “drowning” 
occurring….just an upset rancher who wanted the bees taken 
away.  ~ Lance Cuthill
A: Drape an open fabric or cheesecloth on the product. Anchor 
against wind disturbance.  ~ Gerald Bomford

Q: We want to plant a ground cover in our orchard that 
wouldn’t have to be mowed too frequently, and something 
that serve as forage for bees. Any suggestions?

A: Thank you for thinking of the bees and other pollinators! 
Hedgerows and ground cover will attract biodiversity to 
your farm and benefit many. The best type of ground cover 
depends greatly on which of BC's 18 Gardening and Plant 
Hardiness Zones your orchard resides. A good question for 
our horticulture specialist Jane Ramsay! Please don’t apply 
pesticides to your ground cover when it’s in bloom. 
 ~ Diane Dunaway
A: Clover is the rule of thumb. Snowdrops for earliest forage. 
I’ll let the plant experts answer this - I would guess that there 
are regional choices.  ~ Brenda Jager
A: No orchards in the Peace River Country, but when in 
doubt, alsike clover, if you can get it to grow in your area. Be 
advised that this will become a weed.  ~ Peter Christie
A: White clover.  ~ Steve Mitchell
A: Borage and white clover would be my choice. 
 ~ Gerald Bomford
A: I have personal experience with one ground cover. I have 
a very small orchard and tried growing red clover under my 
apples and pears for a while. It is a real spreader with tenacious 
roots and I found that it galloped into my vegetable garden 
and everywhere, so I removed it after a year or two. Another 
consideration is rodents. Too much stuff growing around your 
trees encourages rodent nesting and in areas where there is 
snow cover the critters will feast on the tree bark and nest in 
the ground cover material that may have built up, under the 
snow (PEI experience!).
  The ideal plant would bloom at a different time to the fruit 
trees, not make too much thatch etc. and be attractive to bees 
and maybe be a legume to provide nitrogen. Anything will 
require management, such as mowing. I allow my calendulas 
(pot marigolds) to seed pretty freely under the trees, and they 
bloom nearly all summer and are visited by many species of 
pollinators, but are not a ground cover and do not compete 
with fruit bloom. Mine overwinter here as plants but in many 
parts of BC these will be strictly annuals. 
 ~ Jane Ramsay, Victoria, BC  ❀  

Honey 
Equipment

Bees

Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.
New & Used beekeeping equipment
Honey
Ezyloaders 
(Beekeeper Model 300 now available)

✧

✧

✧

Ph: 204 662 4401   Fax: 204 662 4547
Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com
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Courtenay, BC, October 16, 2015

President Catherine Culley called the meeting to order at 8:30 
a.m. Mike Campbell rose on a point of privilege, to present 
the President with a gavel in memory of Wayne Neidig, on 
behalf of the Langley Branch of the BCHPA.
President’s Report:  
Welcome and review of year’s activities.  Asked for a minute 
of silence for BCHPA members who had died in 2014-
15: Mike Ambach, Lorraine LeBourdais, Wayne Neidig. 
Resolutions are to be given to Mike Campbell, the resolutions 
chairperson. Called for a motion appointing Ian Farber to be 
Parliamentarian; so moved by Chris Ordem, seconded by Joe 
Lomond.
Agenda Changes Announced:
Reg Enns from BCAC would like to speak during the morning 
portion of the meeting. Also need to add Leonard Foster to 
the agenda. Motion to make these changes to the agenda 
moved by Ed Zurawell, seconded by Grant Stringer, carried. 
President’s report was then suspended so that Reg Enns, 
director of BCAC, could speak.

BC Agriculture Council (BCAC):
Reg explained BCAC is made up of 26 associations 
representing 12 agricultural sectors.
Benefits to BCHPA membership would include:
- connect with other sectors
- educating on pesticide use
- examine legislation to increase funding for apiary branch
- a voice with national organizations and issues
- would also help BCAC round out its resume
Cost to membership would be based on farm gate sales (farm 
gate sales are calculated by average honey sales over three 
year period). This would make our current fee around $1600 
this year with next year’s fee being approximately $2000. If 
we join now we get two months of 2015 free.

Completion of President’s Report:
The BCHPA has grown to 620 members in the last year. 
Divisions have been organized into five branches; more 
branches are expected to grow. Certified instructors course 
has graduated new instructors to teach beekeepers how to 
teach introductory beekeeping. Membership communication 
has improved.  New members are encouraged to register 
through the webpage. 
Members are encouraged to accurately report the number of 
hives they are running.
Ian Bissonnette was working on internet forum on website 
where members can discuss beekeeping issues. The president 
was also looking for volunteers to join the communications 
committee. BCHPA has renewed the practice of meeting with 
the Provincial Apiarist at the semi-annual and annual general 
meetings.  
Executive with Assistant Deputy Minister James Mack from 
the Ministry of Agriculture in May 2015.  Discovery of Small 
Hive Beetle (SHB) is creating new stresses in our organization.  
Feedback from members needed on this issue.
BCHPA sent a letter to the Minister of Agriculture outlining 

their support for the SHB quarantine zones established by 
provincial apiarist Paul van Westendorp in the Fraser Valley 
in August 2015. 
The British Columbia Commercial Beekeepers Association 
(BCCBA) was recently formed and asked that the quarantines 
be lifted early. The hold order was rescinded Oct 7 rather than 
the Oct 15 date announced earlier.
President has tried to improve involvement of reps. by asking 
them to join monthly teleconference of BCHPA executive and 
hopes the BCHPA will consider paying regional reps’ basic 
expenses. 
John Boone is the nominations chair for this year’s AGM.

First Vice President, Jeff Lee:
In the spring of 2015 the BCHPA organized one of the 
best semi-annual meetings ever. This week’s AGM is also 
successful. Expect to hold AGM in Metro Vancouver next 
year. Jeff recommends AGM be held in Metro Vancouver 
every second year. 
Proud to have served, need to continue educating, promoted 
re-joining the Pacific Ag. Show, recommended we join BCAC 
last summer, presented farm status classification paper to 
ADM Mack.   Cooperation and coordination of the AGM by 
the Courtenay-Comox beekeeping group has been great.
Wayne Neidig started to organize trade show, but passed 
away before completing. Jeff Lee took over and Second Vice 
President Kerry Clark then helped to finish travel arrangements 
for speakers. 
Recommends new constitution be written.
Recommends BCHPA establish new commercial beekeeping 
branch.

Second Vice President, Kerry Clark:
Growing Forward 2 grant approved, up to $3500 to aid access 
to business knowledge speakers (for this meeting Dewey 
Caron was invited).
Recommends BCHPA develop a strategic plan. 
Intends to focus on project in Africa to improve income in 
villages through beekeeping.

Secretary, Ted Hancock:
Major correspondences sent and received by the Secretary 
since mid-July of 2015 were as follows:
Aug 4, 2015. Letter received from Medhat Nasr, provincial 
apiarist of Alberta regarding Small Hive Beetle.
Aug 10, 2015. Letter sent to BC Provincial Apiarist Paul van 
Westendorp regarding Freedom of Information request.
Aug 27, 2015. Letter from Paul van Westendorp received 
announcing SHB had been found near Abbotsford. 
Sept. 2, 2015. Special conference call arranged to discuss 
SHB discovery with Paul van Westendorp. The call included 
executive members and regional reps.
Sept. 25, 2015. Letter sent to Minister of Agriculture, Norm 
Letnick regarding SHB. 
Oct 6, 2015. Letter received from Paul van Westendorp 
announcing SHB quarantine would be lifted Oct 7, 2015. 

Canadian Honey Council, Stan Reist:

Minutes from the AGM
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The latest issue of concern to our bee 
health is the expanding territory of the 
Small Hive Beetle. In the spring, in 
Ontario, the Small Hive Beetle was on 
the move and it was found in the Niagara 
region, outside the quarantine zone of 
Essex and Kent counties. There were 
then colonies moved to New Brunswick 
for pollination that were possibly near 
colonies that came from the Niagara 
region. Some hives returning to the 
west were quarantined and inspected 
more heavily before moving into canola 
pollination.
Meanwhile the Small Hive Beetle was 
quietly sneaking into BC right next 
to the Ag Offices in the Fraser Valley. 
Catherine has created a committee to 
research the Small Hive Beetle and to 
make some recommendations.
Another topic of discussion is the 
labelling of honey, and the proposal is 
Canada #1 will be just that, all Canadian 
honey. #2, #3 etc. can be whatever but 
not Canada #1. The other topic is the 
processing of honey and the proposal is, 
any honey crossing a provincial border 
has to be processed within three months 
and sold.

Treasurer, Irene Tiampo: 
Financial Statement: Total Income for 
the year ending July 31, 2015 was 
$67,254; Total Expenses were $51,095. 
Operating Surplus = $16,160; this was 
$18,610 over what was budgeted. Assets 
as of July 31, 2015 were $152,105 and 
Liabilities were $60,033; Net Assets 
$92,072. 
BCHPA now has over 600 members 
and 296 of those have purchased 
insurance. Advertising income is up. 
Certified instructors course generated 
approximately $800 and the IPM 
workshops have been profitable. The 
association books have not been audited, 
but have received a Notice to Reader. 
Motion to accept Treasurer’s report 
moved by Gerry Rozema, seconded by 
Dawn Fowler. Carried.
There was a second motion to accept 
the 2016 budget, moved by Stan Reist, 
seconded by Mike Campbell.   Carried. 
Third motion that the BCHPA continue 
to use KPMG of Burnaby to review 
books and supply Notice to Reader. 
Moved by Mike Campbell, seconded by 
Steve Hasiuk. Carried.

BeesCene, Heather Sosnowski:
Feedback on personal stories in 
BeesCenes has been very positive. 

Advertising income has increased.
Work to find new advertisers is 
continuing. The newsletter is now being 
printed with vegetable-based inks. 
Postage costs are increasing, consider 
electronic version of magazine? 
However publishing such an edition will 
not save much money over producing a 
printed version. 
A comment from a member that money 
could be saved in postage if some 
members elected to only receive an 
electronic version – perhaps members 
should be given this option.
Kerry Clark asked about placing ads on 
webpage. Past issues are on website, 
with ads.
Jeff suggests we advertise that the 
past issues of the newsletter are on 
the website. There was then a general 
discussion about the website. Ron 
Schroeder, webmaster, was absent. 
Mike Campbell asked about how to log 
in. Answer: Purchasing a membership 
online will generate a login number. 
Someone suggested that SHB updates 
be posted on the website. The President 
suggested that the communications 
committee might handle this.
Brenda Jager of the BCBBA, asked that 
the BCBBA rejoin our website. 
A discussion then ensued regarding the 
pros and cons of print versus digital 
newsletters.  The consensus was that we 
should stick with the printed version.

Certified Producers Program, 
Judy Campbell: 
Renewal notices have not been sent out.
Motion: That the BCHPA make the 
purchase of nutrition labels available 
online over the coming year. Moved by 
Jeff Lee, seconded by Irene Tiampo. 
Carried. 
Motion: That the Certified Producer 
hexagonal label and the Certified 
Producer Number seal label be sold 
separately. Moved by Jeff Lee, seconded 
by Joe Lomond. Carried.
Judy reported that she and Irene Tiampo 
updated website and found anomalies.  
A survey of commercial members is 
needed to see what they want. The 
costs of Certified Producer labels were 
also discussed.  Judy explained price 
of labels will need to increase when 
current supplies are exhausted and 
labels need to be reprinted.

Education, Ian Farber: 
University of Washington and Ohio 
State University offer good online 
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courses in beekeeping.
The Certified Instructors course now has graduates who can 
themselves offer courses on beekeeping. 
The Western Apiculture Society AGM was held in Boulder, 
Colorado this year.  Next year’s WAS AGM to be held in 
Hawaii.
Judy Campbell suggested Education should include 
Professional Development. She suggested the BCHPA publish 
a monthly calendar that includes a list of events and courses. 
Ian agreed.

Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund, Dr. John Boone:
It is the 50th anniversary of the BHW fund.
Requests for funding:
1. Dr. Leonard Foster requested a multi-year grant of $10,000 
to be paid out over 4 years. This was approved and the first 
installment was paid out since the semi-annual in March.
2. As reported at the semi-annual meeeting two applications 
had to be turned down: Dr. Elemir Simko of U. of Saskatchewan 
and high school student of Charlie Lake, BC.
3. A third application was also turned down from Rohan 
Chandrasekhar - 4th year applied biology, UBC on behalf 
of international Genetically Engineered Machine (iGEM) 
for support to present their work in competition hosted 
by Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The focus of 
their research has been to create an engineered honey bee 
bacterium capable of degrading the neonicotinoid pesticide 
imidacloprid, while producing an antifungal agent that would 
eliminate Nosema apis. Thus, it is expected that inoculated 
honey bees would be resistant to both Nosema apis and 
common field doses of imidacloprid. 
Financial Statement, October, 2015:
Opening Balance Oct.1, 2014            $ 8,633.07

Donations:  from members                $ 2,116.25
                   from Langley Division    $ 1,000.00      
                   from AGM banquet         $    820.00
  Total Donations     $ 3,936.25

Disbursements:    
 UBC $  2,500.00
 Coast Capital GICs     $10,000.00
 Total $12,500.00
Cash on hand as of September 30, 2015: $69.32

Motion to accept BHW report: Moved by Irene Tiampo, 
Seconded by Brenda Jager. Carried.
  
Certified Instructors Course, Lance Cuthill: 
Cost of course is $250.  Members must meet experience 
prerequisites to participate in the course. 34 instructors trained 
so far. Participants need to achieve 75% to successfully 
complete the course.
Course would like a link on website to exchange information. 
Current course develops instructors for beginning beekeepers. 
Plans are underway to develop an intermediate instruction 
course.
All graduates sign contract to promote the BCHPA.

Constitutional Committee, Mike Campbell: 
Constitution on file with government differs from our copy. 
Ministry of Finance changed rules, so BCHPA needs to 

rewrite constitution. Bylaws must be in compliance with the 
new Society Act. Need rules of procedure for meetings. Form 
10 has all additions to constitution.

Small Hive Beetle Committee, Rudi Peters:
Committee members Rudi Peters and Blair Tarves, mandated 
to look at the biology of SHB and assess risk.
What is known: 
- We know we don’t know how many times female SHBs 
mate.  
- SHB needs at least 50% humidity for viable eggs. 
- There is no approved chemical control in Canada.
- It is believed that it is impossible to eradicate 100% of 
infestation. 
- Can be introduced through fruit shipments, bees or hive 
products.
- Beetles may fly up to 15 miles. 
- They have very good pheromone receptors.
- Can reproduce on rotting fruit. 
- Have survived up to one year in captivity.
- Beetles attract beetles, prefer shade to sun, attracted to stress 
pheromone of hives. 
- European bees don’t harass SHB so they use hive like a 
hotel.
- Strong hives will keep SHB in check, but bees must cover 
all frames. 
- SHB use weak hives to reproduce, and strong hives to 
overwinter.
- Bees will abscond from infested hives. 
- SHB needs soil temperature to be 10°C or above to 
reproduce.
- SHB prefers sandy soil; moisture content in soil needs to be 
minimum of 50%. 
Recommendations: 
- that 25% of hives be inspected when determining if SHB 
is present.
- that we reject loads of beehives with one positive find.

Provincial Apiculturist, Paul van Westendorp: 
SHB Presence has been confirmed in an Abbotsford apiary on 
August 24. Beekeeping clubs in the Fraser Valley, commercial 
beekeepers and Provincial Apiculturists were notified. A 
quarantine was put in place while a complete survey of local 
apiaries was conducted. 
Ontario and Quebec experience is that SHB is manageable.
If beetles are found in your apiary can send to Abbotsford for 
identification.

Bee Genome Research, Leonard Foster, UBC:
The grant from Boone Hodgson Wilkinson trust fund has 
helped generate a $7 million research grant. The details will 
be reported in the Winter 2015 edition of BeesCene. 
This research will try to find genetic markers for desirable 
honey bee traits.
Over the next five years, 1000 hives across Canada will be 
sampled to build a baseline of the genetic diversity of bees 
in Canada.
BCHPA Regional Representatives’ Reports were deferred as 
time was running short.

Resolutions:
Motion: Table the pesticide statement, moved by Gerry 
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Rozema, seconded by Thomas Dargie. Carried. 
Motion: Compensation of regional reps. be deferred to 
constitutional committee for recommendations at 2016 AGM.  
Moved by Mike Campbell, seconded by Brenda Jager. 
Carried.
Motion: That the BCHPA policy on SHB be established at the 
semi annual meeting in March 2016. Moved by Axel Krause, 
seconded by Brenda Jager. Carried. 
Motion: That the membership rebate for branches continue 
as it currently exists until the 2016 AGM. Moved by Mike 
Campbell, seconded by Ed Zurawell. Carried.

Old Business: 
Motion to amend and update the BCHPA Constitution: 
That the membership be asked to direct that the BCHPA’s 
constitutional committee be asked to undertake the review 
over the course of the 2015-2016 season, with the terms and 
conditions of the constitutional review to be agreed upon by 
the central executive; 
That the central executive shall review a draft new constitution 
in advance of it being presented to the BCHPA general 
membership at the 2016 semi-annual meeting in Kamloops 
in March;  
That subject to the review by general membership at the 
semi-annual, the draft new constitution be further refined so 
that a final version can be presented to the BCHPA general 
membership for a vote at the 2016 annual general meeting. 
Moved by Ed Zurawell, seconded by Allen Garr. Carried.
Motion: That the BC Honey Producer’s Association provide 
director’s and officer’s liability insurance to the branches 
within the BCHPA at no additional cost to a branch.
Moved by Barry Clark, seconded by Joe Lomond. Carried.
Motion: That the BCHPA is opposed to opening the United 
States/Canada border to the importation of package bees and 
bees on comb, and the BCHPA shall instruct the BCHPA CHC 
rep to promote this position on the CHC board and when 
public discussions of this topic take place. 
Moved by Ted Hancock, seconded by Joe Lomond. Carried.

New Business: 
Motion: That the BCHPA join the BC Agricultural Council. 
Moved by Ed Zurawell, seconded by Rudi Peters. Carried.
Motion: That the BCHPA lobby the BC Agricultural Ministry 
to enforce the Animal Health Act’s requirements for inspection 
of bees and equipment coming into the province, and between 
bee districts prior to moving the bees or equipment. Moved by 
Rudi Peters, seconded by Grant Stringer. Carried.
Motion: That the Provincial Apiarist re-establish Vancouver 
Island as a quarantine zone to prevent the spread of hive 
beetles to the Island. Moved by Catherine Culley, seconded 
by Del D’Arcangelo. Proposed amendment:  That the word 
“quarantine” be changed to “protected area”. Moved by Barry 
Denluck, seconded by Deborah Acheson. Defeated. Original 
motion was also defeated.
Motion: That the BC Honey Producers’ Association write 
to all commercial beekeepers in BC who operate more 
than 100 hives to remind them of the considerable benefits 
of being a member of the association, including access to 
insurance, education, provincial representation, and national 
representation with the Canadian Honey Council, and to 
encourage them to remain members in good standing BCHPA. 
Moved by Jeff Lee, seconded by Gerry Rozema. Carried. 

Motion: That the BC Honey Producers’ Association establish 
a commercial beekeeping branch with a committee made up 
of beekeepers and members of the Central Executive, the 
purpose of which is to explore, discuss and advocate, where 
possible, for issues pertaining to commercial beekeeping in 
BC. Moved by Jeff Lee, seconded by Judy Campbell. Proposed 
amendment #1: To change “committee” to “branch”. Moved 
by Catherine Culley, seconded by Irene Tiampo. Defeated. 
Proposed amendment #2:  To change “committee” to “entity”. 
Moved by John Boone, seconded by Brenda Jager. Carried. 
Original motion was carried as amended.
Motion: That the BC Honey Producers’ Association write to 
the Minister of Agriculture to remind him of the long-standing 
history of the BCHPA since 1920 as the representative 
association for beekeepers in BC, that is has developed 
important programs, relations with the government and its 
apiculture division and it acts in the interests of all beekeepers, 
from commercial to sideliner to hobbyists. Moved by Wendi 
Gilson, seconded by Grant Stringer. Carried. 
Based on advice from the Parliamentarian that public 
discussion of the following motion could damage the 
association, non-vote-stick-carrying (BCHPA members in 
good standing) persons were asked to vacate the room. A 
resolution was brought up and taken to a members only 
session. This was discussed in camera and tabled. 

Elections were then held, with the following results:
First Vice President candidates: Jeff Lee, Rudi Peters; Jeff 
Lee elected. 
Second Vice President candidates:  Rudi Peters, Jean-Marc Le 
Dorze; Rudi Peters elected.
Secretary: Christina Rozema acclaimed as new secretary. 
BHW TRUST FUND – members as of AGM were: John 
Boone (secretary-treasurer), Bob Meredith, Ian Farber, Joe 
Lomond. John and Joe had completed their latest four year 
terms. Ian Farber resigned with two years left in his four year 
term.
Joe Lomond was nominated by Ed Zurawell to serve the 
remaining two years of Ian’s position. Joe agreed and was 
acclaimed to this position. 
Brenda Jager was nominated to serve as a BHW Trust Fund 
trustee (four year term) by Liz Huxter. Brenda was acclaimed 
to this position.  
Alan Paulson was nominated by Ted Hancock to serve as 
BHW trustee (four year term). Alan was acclaimed to this 
position. 
Brenda Jager was then chosen by the BHW trustees to serve as 
their new secretary-treasurer. Bob Meredith and Joe Lomond 
now have two years left in their terms as BHW trustees while 
Brenda and Alan have four years.  
President Catherine Culley announced her resignation. 
Elections Chair Mike Campbell requested nominations for 
President.
Liz Huxter nominated Kerry Clark. Further nominations were 
requested 3 times. With no further nominations, Kerry Clark 
was acclaimed as the new BCHPA president. 
Motion to adjourn. Moved by Chris Rozema, seconded by 
Gerry Rozema. Carried.
Meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m. ❀ 
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by Eric Anderson

ABC & XYZ of Bee Culture
(Searching for your Bee Bible) 

With every subject there is a go to book, or what you might call 
your bible. It’s the one you pick up first when you need to learn 
or to review some information. The ABC & XYZ of Bee Culture 
was my choice for many years. Organized alphabetically, it 
was remarkably easy to find what I was looking for. Sometimes 
you didn’t even have to take off your bee gloves. Originally 

published in 1877 as the 
ABC of Bee Culture, the 
name was changed in 1910 
(there’s a digitized version 
by google available) and 
it has been revised many 
times. 
   The current edition is 
the 41st and was published 
in 2007. With over 1000 
pages, 1000 photographs 
and over 50 authors, it 
certainly contains more 
information than any other 
publication except perhaps 
The Hive and The Honey 
Bee. This edition of the 
ABC was published during 
a cataclysmic time of 

beekeeping history - amidst Colony Collapse Disorder and the 
ongoing struggle with the Varroa Mite and associated viruses. 
In less than 10 years it is slightly outdated, but is more recent 
than the latest edition of it’s main competitor The Hive and 
The Honey Bee (2005). It has a little more focus on the people 
that have been involved in beekeeping over the years, which 
for me is not so important, but it still it serves as an excellent 
encyclopedia for the beekeeper.

A little bit about me...I 
was born in 1951 at Mount 
Sheer, the upper townsite 
of Britannia Mines. We 
moved to Squamish in 
1960 when the mine 
closed, and I graduated 
from high school there in 
1969. I started beekeeping 
with my dad in Squamish 
when I was 16. Don Ross, 
a longtime Squamish 
beekeeper and his son 
Norm were our good 
friends in the Brackendale 

area; it was through Don’s encouragement that we got our 
start. It didn’t take long to meet Bertha Axen who was also 
a well known beekeeper in Brackendale, and who would win 

many prizes for her honey at the PNE. Within a couple of 
years she encouraged me to enter and I won a second prize. 
   It was common to see Mrs. Axen (well over 65) and myself 
(at 18) riding our bikes on the way to catch a swarm. She 
didn’t do much tree climbing at that point. We were a couple 
of long hairs, although she kept hers in a neat bun on the top of 
her head. I’m sure if she had let it down it would have gotten 
caught in the chain. 
   I attended Vancouver City College for 3 semesters, where 
I became interested in writing. In 1973 I moved north to live 
in what I figured was the frontier in just about everything 
including beekeeping. I purchased 40 acres in Quick and have 
been keeping bees here for 43 years. ❀

West Coast Bee 
Supplies

Bob Fisher
Phone 604-272-1921    Fax 604-272-1928

Email:  bluebob@shaw.ca
Store Address:
9351 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.

Mailing Address:
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5

- Formic Acid
- Oxytet 25
- Bee Pro
- CheckMite

- Apistan Strips
- Fumagilin B
- Menthol Boards
- Hive Boxes
- Bee Suits and much more

All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:

Beekeeping Books 
What’s On Your Shelf?
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Plants for Bees in BC
by Jane Ramsay

The well known song is, of course, properly titled “The Maple Leaf Forever”. 
However, the maple’s flower, which is sometimes showy, is fragrant and is 
also a source of early nectar for all pollinators, deserves to be noticed and 
sung about as well!

Historical 
“The Maple Leaf Forever” was written by Alexander Muir in 1867, the year 
of confederation. Our association with the maple goes back further in time. 
First Nations saw value in maple and the strong wood was used for tools 
and other domestic purposes. Early French settlers living under King Louis, 
and residing along the St Lawrence River, adopted the leaf as their emblem 
in the late 1600’s. Maple leaves appear on regimental badges, provincial 
flags and on the old Canadian flag, the Red Ensign. Since official adoption 
in 1965, the leaf adorns the central panel of our present day national flag.
   The plant part chosen to represent our country is showy, and lends itself 
well to graphic reproduction. Not so the flower, which is not generally 
remarkable unless one is a botanist or beekeeper.

Maple Pedigree
All maples belong to the genus Acer, meaning hard in Latin. The Acer 
genus, in turn, belongs to the Family Aceraceae, which unusually, only has 
this one genus in it.

Within the maple genus, there are approximately 150 species, most 
of which grow in eastern Asia, the source of many of our ornamental, 
landscaping maples (Acer palmatum cvs, etc). Only 13 Acer are native to 
North America and 10 of these grow in Canada. Of these ten Canadian 
maple species, three are native to BC and there is a variant of one of the 
species, making this province home to four distinct maples.

Maple Flowers
Maple flowers are very diverse. Some species have apetalous flowers and 
some have petals. Some species have separate male and female flowers on 
one tree, others have both sexes in separate florets in one flower cluster and 
in some the male and female flowers are on separate trees. 
   Flowers range from insect pollinated to largely wind pollinated and others 
are intermediate.

Order of Bloom
The maple genus has a long bloom season, from early March to June. The 
following is a list of typical bloom dates for some native and introduced 
maples, commonly grown in Canada, listed in calendar order. An * denotes 
a native BC maple.

March
Acer saccharinum, silver maple
Early April 
Acer rubrum, red maple or swamp maple
Mid April
Acer negundo, box elder, Manitoba maple
Late April
Acer circinatum, vine maple*
Acer platanoides, Norway maple
Acer glabrum, Rocky Mountain maple*
Acer glabrum var. douglasii, Douglas maple*
Early May
Acer campestre, hedge maple

The 
Maple 
Flower 
Forever
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Acer pseudoplatanus, sycamore
Acer macrophyllum, big leaf maple*
Acer saccharum, sugar maple
Late May
Acer ginnala, Amur maple
June
Acer pensylvanicum, striped maple

Value for Nectar and Pollen
In general, maples are noted for 
their nectar and are not considered 
outstanding as a source of pollen, 
although pollen is collected. Honeydew 
is collected occasionally. 

The honey potential (or HP) is 
relatively high (scale 1-6) at HP 4/5. 
The honey potential is a measure of 
the quantity of honey in kg that could 
theoretically be obtained from 1 ha of 
land, growing the plant in question over 
the course of one season. To achieve this 
harvest, it is assumed that conditions are 
optimal, including a sufficiency of bees. 
Although these yields are rarely if ever 
met, the value provides a sensible basis 
for comparison between species.

An HP of 4/5 represents a honey 
harvest potential of up to 500 kg/ha 
(or 500 lbs/acre, approx.) and defines 
the maple as an important to major 
early source of nectar in many parts of 
Canada.

A significant surplus would be 
more definite if colonies were reliably 
stronger at the time of the flow. In most 
cases, the nectar and pollen provide 
nourishment for colony buildup.

Honey Character
Maple honeys, in general, range in 
colour from pale amber to medium 
amber and can have a greenish tinge. 
The granulation is reported to be slow 
and to be fine grained.

Maples Native to BC

Vine Maple
Acer circinatum or vine maple is native 
to the Pacific coast. It is found growing 
wild and is also grown in gardens. Vine 
maple makes a popular garden choice 
due to its small size and ability to grow 
in partially shaded situations, especially 
under conifers where little else will 
thrive.
   The stems of the vine maple typically 
twist and turn, providing visual interest 
in the garden and this characteristic 
helps with identification in natural 
settings.
   The flowers are white and purple and 

appear in small drooping clusters when 
the leaves are about ½ grown. The 
flowers are both pistillate (female) and 
staminate (male).

Vine maple commonly forms dense 
thickets on logged land throughout the 
Pacific Northwest and is a favoured deer 
browse.
   In an exceptional year, there was a 
reported yield of 22 kg/colony from 
vine maple in BC. The nectar sugar 
concentration has been measured at 
42%. The honey is noted to be amber 
with a distinct flavour. In flower, this 
maple is considered to be one of the 
most ornamental of all the maples. The 
autumnal foliage is red to orange. All in 
all, this is a plant to be cherished.
   Vine maple wood is surprisingly heavy 
and has a fine grain. When it is green it 
is virtually impossible to burn and has 
been used for pothooks and reflectors 
around campfires for this reason. Coast 
Salish peoples found this wood useful 
for fish hooks, bows and frames for 
fishing nets. In the Lower Thompson, 
First Peoples made snowshoes and 
cradle frames from the readily available 
vine maple.

Early explorers and trappers, 
attempting to make their way through 

forests in BC, have had less than 
complimentary epithets for this tree 
which included the word devil in the 
name (ie devil’s wood) due to the fact 
that the sprawling and rooting branches 
made progress difficult.

Big Leaf Maple
Acer macrophyllum, big leaf maple or 
Pacific maple is also known as Oregon 
maple and broadleaf maple. There are 
many superlatives connected with this 
tree. Big leaf maple is the largest and 
fastest growing maple in Canada. On 
the best sites it will reach 100 feet. The 
leaves are also notable. They are the 
largest leaves of any Canadian maple 
and this is the largest undivided leaf of 
any Canadian tree species. The big leaf 
maple, given favourable circumstances, 
is remarkably long lived for a deciduous 
tree, at around 200 years. These giants 
are typically festooned with mosses 
and ferns growing on their branches 
and trunks. The combined weight of all 
these plants has been estimated at over a 
ton on a single big leaf maple tree.

The big leaf maple is confined to the 
coast forest region of BC and adjacent 
islands south of latitude 52 degrees 
north. It grows naturally in coarse, 
gravely moist soils, scattered amongst 
other hardwoods and conifers (red alder, 
Douglas fir, western red cedar, etc). It 
can be found temporarily established 
in clearings, where it will eventually be 
succeeded by conifers.

The greenish yellow flowers appear 
with the unfolding leaves on short stalks, 
arranged along a single hairy stem at the 
ends of twigs.

A nectar sugar concentration of 52% 
has been measured for this species and 
it is considered a major honey source 
in BC when the flow is not curtailed by 
rain.

Big leaf maple wood is fine grained 
and fairly dense. Coast Salish peoples 
made many domestic items from wood 
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of this maple, including dishes, pipes and hooks for clothing. 
This was such a valuable source for wood for making paddles 
that many groups who used the wood for this purpose called it 
the “paddle tree”. The inner bark is useful for making baskets, 
rope and whisks for whipping soopalalie berries.

Rocky Mountain and Douglas Maples 
Acer glabrum, Rocky Mountain maple and Acer glabrum var, 
douglasii, Douglas maple both resemble the vine maple but 
have smaller leaves. The species and the variety grow widely 
in the Pacific Northwest. The Rocky Mountain maple extends 
its range much further south than the Douglas maple, into 

the south Midwest of 
the US. The Douglas 
maple often grows with 
the more common vine 
maple. Douglas maple 
is found extensively on 
Vancouver Island and 
on some of the Gulf 
Islands.

The flowers appear 
with the unfolding 
leaves, in conspicuous 
and loose drooping 
clusters at the ends 
and along the sides 
of branches. Trees in 
bloom present a mass 
of yellow. Individual 
flowers are greenish 
yellow, with male and 
female parts in separate 
flowers and usually on 
separate trees. 

The nectar value 
of the species and the 
variety may be similar 
to that of vine maple, 
but there is no recorded 

information noted.
This maple’s leaf is very similar to the leaf depicted on 

the Canadian flag. Aboriginal people in the Interior found the 
tough, pliable Douglas maple wood useful for such items as 
snowshoe frames, saddle frames, spoons, dipnet or fishing 
hoops, bows, rattles, masks and headdresses. When green 
wood is soaked and heated it is malleable and can be molded 
into a desired shape. The Thompson people used the stringy 
inner bark to make twine; the Shuswap used it for rope and 
the Nisga’a for mats.

Other Maples with Notable Flowers
Red maple, Acer rubrum, has small but very conspicuous 
and profuse red flowers in early April. These trees, when 
blooming, are noticeable from a long distance. This eastern 
maple, along with other central and eastern maples, could 
easily be grown in gardens in many parts of BC.

Norway maple, Acer pseudoplatanus, is an introduced 
maple commonly grown as a street tree. It also has very 
notable flowers for a maple. The Norway sports masses of 
small yellow flowers which are visible from a long way off. 
The nectar has a measured sugar concentration between 30 

- 50% and honeydew collection has been reported. Norway 
maple pollen is dark green to brown.
Summary
As a group, maples provide a very long bloom period and 
many of them appear to be very good sources of nectar and 
provide some pollen.

I plan to start recording the blooming dates for my garden 
maples which include vine maple, various ornamental Japanese 
maples and a big leaf maple seedling. It will be interesting 
to note whether there is consistency or considerable variation 
from year to year.

I checked for signs of swelling buds on my vine maples in 
mid-January and concluded that my maples were still firmly 
asleep. However, within the sleeping bud lies the promise of 
spring.  ❀
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Bees and flowers have co-evolved for millions of years. The development of floral 
diversity was not brought about through plants alone. Plants are immobile and the 
physical transfer of genes from one flower to another posed an enormous challenge. 
It took the involvement of other organisms as pollen carriers to accelerate the 
diversification of flowering plants. While a few mammals and birds also assumed the 
role of pollen distributors, it was insects with their small body size, high fecundity, 
short lifespan and rapid mutation rates that facilitated the development of their unique 
relationship with flowering plants. 

From incidental feedings at first, early bees became increasingly dependent on flowering 
plants for their survival and reproduction. As plants adapted and specialized, so did the 
pollinating bees. This co-evolutionary process caused bees to make dietary, behavioural 
and physical adaptations to fully utilize the food rewards made available to them. The 
relationship between flowering plants 
and bees became so inextricably linked 
that eventually neither could survive 
without the other. 

New BCHPA 
Pollination Brochure

Our BC Honey Producers Association Pollination Brochure 
is a tool for commercial growers and a resource to further public 

education about the value of honey bees. 
If you or your bee club would like a bundle, they’re available to 

members at cost. 
Please contact Diane Dunaway to arrange mailing and payment, 

or have us set aside some for you at the upcoming 
BCHPA semi-annual meeting in Kamloops this March. 

BCHPA member price     $25/100      $15/50
Non-member price       $35/100      $20/50 

* Plus shipping.
beecheck@dunawayranch.com      tel 250-297-6399

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL BCHPA GROUP EFFORT
Thanks to Diane Dunaway for coordinating the brochure update. 

She put many volunteer hours into the rewrite, research and vetting 
process. Paul van Westendorp, Kerry Clark, and Shelley Hoover were 
invaluable resources. Thanks too for input from commercial beekeepers 

Jean Marc LeDorze, John Gibeau, and finally to Steve Gourley who 
provided photographs of honey bees on blueberries. 

It's Worth It!
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The annual economic contribution 
of honey bee pollination to Canadian 
agriculture in 2013 was estimated to 
range from $3 billion to $5 billion.
Honey bee pollination is valued at 
approximately 10 times that of honey! 
BC ranks first in Canada in farm cash 
receipts for soft fruits like blueberries, 
sweet cherries, raspberries, pears, 
and apricots. We’re second nationally 
for apples, cranberries, peaches, 
nectarines, pumpkins, and field 
cucumbers.
In 2012 there was $168 million in 
exported blueberries sales, the top 

exported agricultural product from our 
province. We are one of the largest 
highbush blueberry-growing regions 
in the world. As of 2013 there were 
over 11,300 hectares (28,000 acres) 
of BC farmland dedicated to growing 
upwards of 54 million kilograms (120 
million pounds) of cultivated blueberries. 
About 95% of BCs berry production 
occurs in the Fraser Valley, the balance 
is grown on Vancouver Island and the 
North Okanagan. There’s a shortage 
of honey bees available for blueberry 
pollination.

Encourage and Practice 
Good Stewardship
European honey bees provide important 
pollination to valuable crops of fruits, 
nuts and vegetables. All pesticide 
users, including beekeepers, must take 
precautions that minimize risks to both 
honey bees and native pollinators. 
Stewardship must be practiced throughout 
the life cycle of every pesticide, from 
storage to application to disposal. Good 
stewardship will provide benefits that 
extend far beyond protecting pollinators 
and their habitat.

Pollination in Canada is valued 10 at times more than honey!
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Email a.j.robertson@sasktel.net 
or phone (306)-373-9140 

cell (306)-270-6627 for prices and availability.

Queen cells from tested Saskatraz breeders ($20). 
Closed population mated breeder queens ($300). 

Out-crossed breeder queens ($100). 
Saskatraz stock carrying VSH trait added in 2012, also available 

as queen cells and mated queens in May 2016. Inquire.
US-raised Saskatraz hybrid production queens are available 

April 15th to August 15th ($30 US). These hybrids will produce 
pure Canadian Saskatraz drones for stud use.

 All breeding stock tested and certified. 
See www.saskatraz.com for breeding information and updates.
Saskatraz stock bred in Saskatchewan for honey production, 
wintering ability and resistance to mites and brood diseases.

Saskatraz breeding stock 
available in 2016

Beekeeping Equipment and Glassware
•  Canadian Made Wooden Ware
•  Dominion and Grimm Glassware
•  Country Rubes Screened Bottom Boards
•  And Other Exciting Products

Quality Supplies from Two Friendly Beekeepers 
in North Vancouver

www.twobeesapiary.com ~ twobeesapiary@shaw.ca

778-237-8711

Include the following information: 
Type of crop, year, grower and beekeeper 
addresses and phone numbers, number of 

colonies to be rented and the fee per colony, 
location colonies will be placed at, 
and delivery and removal dates.  

The following conditions should apply: 

A standard honey bee pollination unit includes 
a) a laying, healthy queen, 
b) eight (8) frames covered with adult honey bees 

of which, 
c) at least four (4) frames contain all stages of 

bee brood development. If some or all colonies 
fail to meet the standard, a percentage can 
be determined and the total pollination fee 
adjusted. 

(Note: Allow for some natural variation among 
colonies during the pollination period).

• During the pollination period, no insecticides 
shall be applied on the blooming crop. If an 
emergency application is required, the grower 
shall provide the beekeeper a 24 hour notice 
to protect or remove the colonies prior to 
spraying.

• Colonies must be placed in locations 
accessible to the beekeeper, and allow for the 
beekeeper to apply maintenance management 
and inspection during the pollination period.

•  50 percent of the pollination fee will be paid 
on the delivery date of the colonies, and the 
remaining 50 percent paid halfway through the 
pollination service period.

Also include the signatures from the grower and 
beekeeper and the date the contract was made.

Honey Bee Crop Pollination 
Sample Contract
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Club Contacts

Please contact the Editor with any changes.

BCHPA BRANCHES  
BC Bee Breeders Branch 
4880 Wells Road, Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H5
Elizabeth Huxter   president@bcbeebreeders.ca  
250-442-5204
Central Cariboo Branch 
Box 825, 150 Mile House BC, V0K 2G0 
John Hoyrup     hilltop4@telus.net
Kamloops Branch 
1062 Fleetwood Court, Kamloops, BC, V2B 8J4 
Ed Zurawell     ezclocks@gmail.com
Langley Branch
12894 - 109 Avenue, Surrey, BC, V3T 2M9
Derek Lawrence   dlaw52@outlook.com    604-582-7545 
North Okanagan Branch 
1253 Collison Road, Kelowna, BC, V1X 5J3 
Dan Mawson     dkmawson@shaw.ca   250-763-4146
Prince George Branch 
18835 Ness Lake Road, Prince George BC, V2K 5L7  
Barry Clark     m_bclark@hotmail.com   250-301-6266
West Kootenay Branch 
2030 Daniel Street, Trail, BC V1R 4G9 
Karen Godbout     beebliss@gmail.com   250-364-0324

BCHPA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
Capital Region Beekeepers Association 
Box 43033, Victoria, BC V8X 3G2 
Bill Fosdick 
president@capitalregionbeekeepers.ca    250-216-7761
Comox Valley Beekeepers Association
5411 Wildwood Road, Courtenay, BC V9J 1P5
Jennifer Dilfer    jenn.dilfer@hotmail.com    250-703-2669
Richmond Beekeepers Association 
c/o Richmond Nature Park, 11851 Westminster Hwy, 
Richmond BC V6X 1B4
Tim Monaghan    tmonaghan@telus.net  604-787-2993
Cowichan Beekeepers Association 
Box 274 Cobblehill BC V0R 1L0 
Don Fowler pinebug@gmail.com 250-710-9517

OTHER BEE- RELATED 
ORGANIZATIONS

Alberni Valley Honey Producers Association
6219 Lamarque Road, Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson 
davemikkelson@hotmail.com   250-723-6089
BC Peace Beekeepers 
P.O. Box 2090, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4K8 
Kerry Clark kccsclark@gmail.com 250-782-6646

East Kootenay Beekeepers
4300 Wilks Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 6S9  
Lance Cuthill       lcuthill@gmail.com     250-426-6049
Maple Ridge Beekeepers Association
#501-1680 West 4th Avenue, Vancouver,  BC  V6J 0B7
Raena Dumas   raenadumas@hotmail.com   604-786-5245
Nanaimo Division Beekeepers Club
925 St. David Street, Nanaimo, BC V9S 2H8
Peter Lange 
nanaimobeekeepers@gmail.com  250-753-0554
Quesnel Beekeepers Association
Katie Rasmussen  
rasmussen.katie.e@gmail.com   778-466-3634
Salt Spring Island Beekeepers 
Kelly Johnson      owlchemist@telus.net 
www.ssibeekeepers.com 
Shuswap Beekeepers Club
1040 8th Ave. NE, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4A4
Bill Lynch     wjlynch@telus.net   250-832-2732
Smithers Beekeepers Association
Box 3504,  2175 Main St.,  Smithers BC V0J 2N0
Phil Brienesse 
smithersbeekeepers@gmail.com  250-847-1599
South Okanagan Beekeepers Association
RR#2, Oliver, BC V0H 1T0  
Ray Levesque 
tim_bouwmeester@yahoo.ca   250-498-4025
Squamish Beekeepers Association
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish BC  V0N 3G0
Stein Hoff     fredahoff@yahoo.ca   604-898-4188
Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Association
2137 Lower Road, Roberts Creek, BC  V0N 2W4
Sally Burke   sally.burke8@gmail.com    604-886-4863
Terrace Beekeepers Association
4525 Haugland Ave., Terrace, BC  V8G 1G3
Rudi Peters      r.peters@telus.net   250-615-7404 
Chilliwack Beekeeping Community
Laura Cameron - Delisle    
chilliwackbeekeepers@gmail.com  604-703-0341
Stuart Nechako Bee Club
Box 595, Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0   
Jon Aebischer    sweet02@telus.net      250-567-5037
Surrey Beekeepers Association
2071 174th Street, Surrey, BC, V3S 9Z8
Thomas Schmitz       
bees@surreybeeclub.ca   604-785-3403
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Keepers of the Bees is a new book by 
Karen Godbout and Christina Yahn, both 
beekeepers in the West Kootenays. Not 
wanting to undertake the entire project 
herself, Karen identified Christina 
as someone who had the contacts, 
the skills, and the shared passion for 
beekeeping history that would make the 
project fly.

“We agreed from the start this wasn’t 
going to be another how-to book,” says 
Karen. “There are a lot of books and 
blogs out there about how to keep bees 
that we weren’t about to improve on, so 
that was never the intention.” Christina 
and Karen wanted to share the stories of 
their beekeeping friends and mentors, 
the people who make up the vibrant and 
growing community of beekeepers in 
the West Kootenays. “The other primary 
purpose of the book was to advocate 
for bees,” adds Christina. “We wanted 
to offer people without a connection to 
bees some real personal and emotional 
reasons to care, and some practical 
actions they could take.”

Keepers of the Bees covers a variety of 
aspects related to beekeeping from a vast 
history and rich heritage to modern day 
references. “We had to stop somewhere, 
although the chapters and interviews 
could have sprawled across many 
more pages,” explains Christina. “Bees 
have the ability to bring communities 
together through social, economic and 
agricultural projects. We wanted to 
showcase some of these examples,” 
says Karen.

For the first several months they spent 
time applying for funding. “I don’t want 
to say the process was a waste of time, 
because it really forced us to describe 
exactly what we wanted to achieve, but 
it was a lot of effort with no result.” 
Karen says. On the other hand, when the 
idea was presented to the BCHPA West 
Kootenay Branch, seeking volunteers 
willing to be interviewed for the book, 
the community stepped up financially as 
well. Contributions from individuals and 
the branch paid for travel and marketing 
expenses, and made it possible for 
everyone featured in the book to receive 
a free copy.

Christina has worked in organic farming 
and gardening for over 15 years, teaching 
natural and top bar beekeeping for the 
past several years. Thus, she contributed 
all of the book’s supplementary sections 
on beekeeping history, pollination, 

gardening, pests, and health. Karen 
conducted the beekeeper interviews, 
bringing her photography and design 
skills to illustrating and laying out the 
book.

Keepers of the Bees has a companion 
website featuring beekeeping resources 
and references. The site includes 
samples from the live audio interviews 
conducted with the beekeepers. “It is 
really inspiring to hear the love people 
have for their bees and the experiences 
of that relationship,” says Christina. 

“We wanted to create a site to expand 
on the book and offer an online presence 
with a similar visual beauty,” Karen 
says of the site.

Keepers of the Bees (Kootenay edition) 
features interviews with: Dave Johnson, 
George Anutooshkin, Don Scarlett, 
Shauna Teare, Helen Sebelius and Corky 
Evans, Sarah Currie, Marg and Rick 
Malcolm, Nette Lack, Bronwyn and 
Axel Krause, Ron McIntyre, Christina 
Yahn and Stryder Sutton, and Karen 
Godbout. Visit the companion website 
and order online at keepersofthebees.ca.
Photos courtesy of Karen Godbout  ❀

Keepers of the Bees

Christina Yahn Karen Godbout
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   Pollination Research
by Lynae Ovinge and Shelley Hoover, 
Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, Lethbridge

Introduction
Canola is integral to Canadian agriculture, with an estimated 
21 million acres of commodity canola contributing over $19.3 
billion yearly to the Canadian economy. Over 99% of all 
commodity canola grown in Canada is hybrid canola (Canola 
Council 2010), which is grown from hybrid seed produced 
by crossing two canola lines, growing in rows, or ‘bays’ of 
rows in specialized seed production fields. One line consists 
of male-fertile (pollen-bearing, or ‘male’ parent) plants, which 
are not harvested, and are grown in narrow bays. The other 
line is grown in wider bays consisting of rows of male-sterile 
plants (pollen-less, or ‘female’ parent), and is harvested to 
obtain the hybrid seed. Honey bees and leafcutter bees are 
stocked within or beside the fields to transfer the pollen 
from the male rows to the female rows. Hybrid seed canola 
is predominantly grown in the irrigation districts of southern 
Alberta, where approximately 75,000 honey bee colonies are 
rented from beekeepers to pollinate the seed crop. 
Currently, all honey bee colonies rented for hybrid seed canola 
pollination are double box colonies, consisting of two brood 
chambers (‘doubles’). However, beekeepers frequently wish 
to manage single-storey colonies (‘singles’), consisting of only 

one brood chamber. In singles, the queen is confined to laying 
in the sole brood chamber through the use of a queen excluder 
that restricts her movement. In contrast, in doubles, the queen 
may lay eggs in either brood chamber, or even in the honey 
supers as queen excluders are often not used. Singles are often 
a product of standard spring management, including splitting 
of strong double colonies or hiving packages, although many 
beekeepers keep only singles year-round. Many beekeepers 
have indicated that they perceive singles to be a more efficient 
hive unit, and our goal was to provide data to inform this 
discussion in the context of canola pollination in hybrid seed 
production fields. 
There are many reasons why beekeepers may wish to have 
singles as part of their normal management practices. Single-
brood chamber colonies are easily made in the spring as 
splits, they can be more efficient to treat for pathogens and 
parasites, and there may be less wax buildup leading to easier 
comb manipulation. They do, however, require more intensive 
management, as there is an increased risk of both summer 
swarming and overwintering loss due to insufficient honey 
stores. 
In addition, overwintering losses can make it difficult for 
beekeepers to fulfil their canola pollination contracts which 
require a prearranged number of doubles. If singles were 

Effective Honey Bee Hives for Pollination: Singles Versus Doubles

You can apply to the program 
by downloading the application form from the 

BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.com 
Or contact Judy Campbell:

PO Box 307, Aldergrove, BC, V4W 2T8
Email: jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com

Tel: 604-856-2125

The Certified Producer program is designed to assist 
BCHPA members sell their products by providing 

special labeling that customers will come to recognize as 
representing high quality honey, exclusively produced by 

local beekeepers.

BCHPA Certified Producer Program

Labels can now 
be purchased by

Registered Certified
Producers only.

Lots consist 
of groups of 1,000.

2,000 and less: 
$0.05 per label

greater than 2000: 
$0.04 per label

NOTE:  lid seals are individually numbered for lot 
tracking and some conditions apply to CP label 

purchases - see BCHPA website for details

BOONE HODGSON WILKINSON FUND
Funding the Study of Apiculture in British Columbia 

Since 1965 

SECRETARY-TREASURER
Brenda Jager

948 Harrison Way, Gabriola Island, BC V0R 1X2
tel 250.755.5834         email: bzbees@telus.net

2016 DIRECTORS
Brenda Jager

Alan Paulson • Joe Lomond • Bob Meredith

Applications 
are processed 

during the winter 
months. 

For further 
information 

or donations 
please contact:

CRA Registered Charity 
Receipts for tax purposes will be issued 

for donations of $20.00 or more.
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to be included in pollination management, it would give 
beekeepers more options in fulfilling pollination contracts, 
while creating more flexibility in colony management for 
pollinating beekeepers, and allow additional beekeepers, who 
currently manage their hives as singles, to accept pollination 
contracts. To determine whether singles are a viable option 
for pollination of hybrid seed canola, both singles and doubles 
were evaluated in a canola pollination field in 2014 and 2015.
In both 2014 and 2015 we evaluated 30 singles and 30 doubles 
for colony strength (area of adult bees and brood), pollen 
yield, foragers/10 min, and honey production. All colonies 
were provided by an Alberta beekeeper, and all evaluations 
took place in a canola seed field in southern Alberta.
After assessing colony strength in 2014 using grids, we 
used photos to assess bee and brood area in 2015. In the 
photographic method, each frame is removed from the hive, a 
photo is taken of the bees on each side of the frame, then the 
bees are brushed into the colony, and a photo is taken of the 
brood. As you can see in Figure 1, the software used is very 
efficient in auto-recognizing the brood. 
Just as colony strength varies widely by beekeeper, by apiary, 
and by year, the strength of a ‘single’ versus a ‘double’ can 

also vary widely. As seen in Figure 2, in 2014 the singles we 
evaluated were variable, but on average, quite a bit smaller 
than the doubles. However in 2015, in terms of brood, we 
received larger, more even singles, alongside more variable 
doubles. In both years, there was a large amount of overlap in 
terms of the amount of brood in the singles versus the doubles, 
indicating that the number of brood chambers is not necessarily 
a reliable indicator of colony strength for pollination contract 
assessments. Instead, the amount of brood contained therein 
is the more important variable, as it is the nutritional needs of 
the brood that drives pollen foraging.
To determine the rate at which foragers from singles and 
doubles were foraging for pollen, we used front mounting, 
“porch style” pollen traps to collect pollen for 24 hour periods 
throughout the canola bloom. In 2014, there was no significant 
difference between singles and doubles in terms of the total 
weight of pollen income per colony per sampling period 

example of the brood detection capabilities of the software 
HoneyBee Complete. A picture of the frame is taken and 
the software automatically circles every brood cell in purple, 
tallying the number of cells per frame and for entire colonies.

Figure 2. Number of sealed brood cells in each of the singles 
(blue) and doubles (green) in both years of our study. each bar 
shows an individual hive to highlight the variability within each 
group, and the differences between years. We recorded the 
2014 brood area (in2) using a grid, but it has been converted to 
number of sealed brood cells to compare with the 2015 brood 
areas which were assesses using the photographic method.

Figure 3. Average weight of pollen collected (raw, and per 
1000cm2 of bees) for each of three sampling dates for the 
singles and doubles group. Significant differences are 
indicated by different letters. 
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(Figure 3). That is, the forager force from the singles brought 
as much pollen back to their colony per day as did foragers 
from doubles. However, when the pollen weight is expressed 
per 1000cm2 of bees, the singles collected 2.6-3.2 times more 
pollen per unit of bees. This difference was significant at two 
of three 2014 sampling dates, and overall. 
We also quantified the number of foragers per colony over 
10 minute periods in both years of this study. An observer sat 
to the side of a hive (out of the bee flight path), and counted 
returning foragers with and without pollen. Foragers with 
pollen loads were counted as pollen foragers, foragers without 
pollen loads were counted as nectar foragers (although we 
acknowledge they could have been foraging for water or not 
foraging). This allowed us to compare differences between 
singles and doubles in rates of foraging trips. In 2014 the 
doubles averaged significantly more pollen foragers/10 min 
than the singles, as would be expected given that they had more 
bees in the colonies. However, when the data is translated to 
per 1000 cm2 of bees (about one frame side), the singles had 
more foragers for the amount of bees than the doubles (Figure 
4). We are still analyzing the 2015 data on returning foragers 
and pollen collection. 

The doubles produced roughly double the honey in 2014 
than the singles did (Figure 5). However, when the data is 
translated to a per frame side basis 
(about 1000 cm2) of bees, we see 
that the singles are bringing in a 
statistically similar amount of honey 
to the doubles (Figure 5) per unit of 
adult bees. 
Currently, in canola, beekeepers are 
asked to bring a certain number of 
hives to pollinate a seed canola field; 
the hives are subsequently graded 
for how many frames of bees and 
brood they have, and the beekeepers 
are paid per frame above a minimum 
standard. As table 1 shows, when the 
2014 data is transformed to indicate 
performance per unit of bees, singles 
are equally if not more efficient for 
these four measurements per frame 

of bees. We currently have no reason to suspect singles would 
under-pollinate if they were stocked at a similar rate of frames 
of bees/field as doubles; in fact, there were significantly more 
pollen foragers and more pollen collected in the singles per 
1000cm2 adult bees. As singles do not have a large amount 
of room in the single brood chamber for pollen storage, they 
must constantly forage to meet the demands of the brood. 
We therefore feel that single brood chamber colonies can 
be a highly effective crop pollination unit, and offer both 

beekeepers and growers flexibility 
in management and fulfilling 
pollination contracts. We look 
forward to sharing the complete 
analyses, including adult bee counts 
and 2015 data, with beekeepers and 
growers at a later date.
We wish to extend our sincere 
appreciation to the collaborating 
beekeepers involved in this study. 
This research would not have been 
possible without their extra effort 
and cooperation. We also wish 
to thank the Alberta Beekeepers 
Commission for their continued 
support of and appreciation for 
apicultural research. ❀

Figure 4. Average number of pollen and nectar foragers 
observed in 10 minutes per 1000 cm2 of adult bees for the 
singles and doubles groups. Significant differences are 
indicated by different letters. 

Figure 5. Average weight of honey produced ((a) per colony 
and (b) per 1000cm2 of bees) for the singles and doubles 
groups. Significant differences are indicated by different letters. 
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GOOD THINGS 
COME IN SMALL PACKAGES

Glass Jars
in a variety 
of Sizes and Shapes

(604) 270-0111
140 – 9200 Van Horne Way, Richmond B.C. V6X 1W3

www.richardspackaging.com

A Bee’s Best 
Defense 
AgAinst the 
VArroA Mite

For additional information, contact your favourite  
bee supplies company or call 1-800-688-7378.

Always read and follow label directions.  
Apistan and Apistan with design are registered trademarks of Wellmark International.

©2002, 2009, 2012 Wellmark International. 10242012

Apistan® anti-varroa mite strips are 
an essential part of any varroa mite 
control program.

•  The convenience of no-mess strips.
•  Easy-to-follow application.
•  Fluvalinate, the active ingredient 

in Apistan® is released at a 
constant, controlled rate, targeting 
varroa as they emerge from  
brood cells.

•  Tough on mites. Gentle on bees.
•  Won’t leave a residue in honey.
•  Economical, Health Canada 

approved varroa miticide.

BeesCene journal – BC Honey ProducersV2.indd   1 8/20/13   9:43 AM

Industries Canada Inc.

Hive Contamination Management
Iotron’s Electron Beam irradiation treatment of Apiculture 
equipment destroys the pathogens responsible for many Bee 
diseases (e.g. American foulbrood, Chalkbrood, Nosema).
The electrons penetrate 
Beekeeping equipment like an 
X-Ray, kill ing pathogens and 
leaving no residue. 
The resulting increased colony 
health improves productivity 
of pollination and honey 
production, while reducing 
costs of package bees, queens, 
equipment replacement, drugs and 
investment of bees in the production of comb. 
Improved productivity and decreased costs 
allow Beekeepers more assurance that revenue 
targets will be met and, with new markets 
opening to residue-free honey, also provides 
an opportunity to reduce drug treatment in the 
Beekeeper’s IPM program.

Please contact Iotron for more information
Iotron Industries Canada Inc.

1425 Kebet Way, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838  Fax; 604 945-8827  

Email iotron@iotron.com  Website www.iotron.com

ISO 9001
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Bee Haven Farm
Steve & Gail Mitchell
Duncan
250-746-9916 
beehaven@shaw.ca
Q N P

Brenda's Bees
Brenda Jager
Gabriola Island
250-755-5834
bzbees@telus.net
Q

CampBell's Gold Honey 
Farm and meadery
Mike and Judy Campbell
Abbotsford
www.bchoney.com
jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com
604-856-2125
Q N P

FlyinG dutCHman 
Stan and Cheryl Reist 
Nanaimo
flydutch@telus.net
250-390-2313
Q N P

HeatHer HiGo
Langley
heather.higo@gmail.com
604-532-6904
Q N
 
Honey Bee Zen apiaries
Jeff Lee
New Westminister
604-777-5430 
info@honeybeezen.com
Q N

ian Bissonnette
Telkwa
250-877-3495 
hometownhifi@yahoo.com
C

JinGlepot apiaries
Sol Nowitz
Nanaimo
250-753-9619 
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
Q N P
   
Kettle valley Queens
Elizabeth Huxter
Grand Forks 
lizandterry@gmail.com 
250-442-5204 
N

axel Krause
Castlegar
250-608-7397
a.krause@telus.net

rod Jo moody apiaries
Rodney & Jo Moody
Cowichan Bay 
rodjo@telus.net 
250-743-1939 
Q
   
silver star apiaries
Richard Springborn 
Vernon
rlspringborn@gmail.com
250-379-2567
N 

similKameen apiaries
Blair and Cheryl Tarves
2098 Ritchie Dr.
Cawston, BC  V0X 1C2
250-499-2555
blairtarves@gmail.com
Q N

six leGs Good apiaries
Deborah Tin Tun 
& Liam Brownrigg
Vancouver
604-817-2349
6legsgood@gmail.com
Q N

sunnyside apiary
Nancy Leonard
Bowen Island
nancyhasbees@gmail.com
604-947-2240
Q N

sweet neCHaKo Honey
Jon & Susan Aebischer
Vanderhoof
250-567-5037
Fax: 250-567-2177
sweet02@telus.net
www.sweetnechakohoney.ca
Q N
  
van isle apiaries 
and Bee produCts   
Grant Stringer
Saanichton
250-652-9834             
vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Q N B

Janet l. wilson
Delta
604-943-7419
778-239-1360
westernwilson@dccnet.com

British Columbia Bee Breeders Association

• B = Bulk Bees

• Q=Queens  

• P = Packages

• C = Queen Cells  

• N = Nucs  

• S = Shook Swarm
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Clips 
from the PasT
I enjoy the few hours I spend periodically browsing 
former publications to prepare my “Clips” contribution. 
The sources have usually been from what used to be 
known as the Apiary Branch, Department of Agriculture 
or publications of the BCHPA.

In the 1950’s & 60’s the Apiary Branch published 
Bulletins periodically that dealt with a specific subject 
such as hive construction or disease control, and during 
the same period there were regular publications of “Bee-
Wise”. Both were put out by John Corner, and following 
his tenure as Provincial Apiculturist, Doug McCutcheon 
regularly put out an Apiculture Newsletter. In those 
days “live” courses were much fewer than are presented 
now with more reliance on printed material. The first 
publication by the BCHPA was in 1968 under the title 
“Bee Cee Bees”. This was followed a few years later by a 
Newsletter that predated BeesCene.

Bee-Wise aimed to distribute timely hints on beekeeping 
and there are so many articles of interest that don’t lend 
themselves to reproducing here, so I will mention a few: 
Hints to beekeepers on filing an Income Tax Return; 
Spring feeding your bees that included Terramycin 
for the prevention of Foulbrood (a practice long since 
abandoned); Harvesting of Royal Jelly; A profile of 
the BC Honey Queen and her entry into the National 
competition – and further to this, the presentation of the 
National Honey Queen to the House of Commons! (If 
anyone has information about the selection of Honey 
Queens in the 1960’s - 70’s , please pass it on to me). 
There is an account of a banquet held at the end of the 
Beemaster’s course in 1969 in which Theo Fredrich 
thanked each of the eight instructors in a creative poem – 
with a verse for each speaker!  There are announcements 
about 4H Bee Clubs, winners of honey competitions at 
the PNE, Obituaries, news about beekeepers from around 
the Province (folksy and interesting), and interspersed are 
some cute jokes that seem to pop up anywhere there is 
space. 

A poem from the March 1960 issue is reproduced here. ❀   
  ~ John Boone

••
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Dr. Stefan Stangaciu of Romania, 
a world authority on health and hive products: 
“An Introduction to Apitherapy”
Eric Stromgren, Kwantlen Polytechnic University 
instructor: “Spring Hive Management/Two Queen 
Hives”
Dr. Svenja Belaoussoff, Project to Manager for 
Canadian Honey Council:  “Increase Profitability: A 
handbook to using CBISQT and the Bee Biosecurity 
Standard

Patricia Wolf Veiga, National Bee Diagnostic Centre-
TAC: “Queen Health: Evaluation of Local and Imported 
Bee Stock”
Kerry Clark: “Snakes and Africanized Bees: 
Teaching Beekeeping in Tanzania”
Dr. Marta Guarna: 
“Are Queens Losing Viable Sperm in Transit?”

National Bee Health Survey: “Update for British 
Columbia and Canada” - NBDC 

Join us for the BCHPA 
Semi-Annual Convention

March 11 and 12 in Kamloops
The Holiday Inn & Suites, 

675 Tranquille Road, Kamloops, B2B 3H7

Special convention room rate of $115/night. 
Call 250-376-8288 to book.

The Business Day is free for all to attend.
The Education Day is $70 for members, and $110 for non-members. 

Please register with Treasurer Irene Tiampo by sending fee to:

British Columbia Honey Producers
c/o BCHPA, Treasurer

P.O. Box 5594  Victoria, B.C.  V8R 6S4

Book your hotel room directly through the Holiday Inn & Suites.

Two power-packed days of information and meetings!

Education Day on Saturday, March 12 includes the following speakers:

In addition to the regular business of the association, we will have a “World Cafe”, a special breakout session in the 
afternoon focused on strategic planning. Be prepared to have fun at this event, and bring your ideas, big and small, 

for where in the world you’d like the BCHPA to go!
We’ll have an update to the important efforts Mike Campbell 
and his Constitutional Review Committee have made to date, 

to draft a modern Constitution and Bylaws.
We may also have on display a “Flow Hive”, the revolutionary Australian hive.

BCHPA Business Day - Friday, March 11

See you 
there!

A special update will be given on best management practices and new provincial inspection protocols to combat 
the Small Hive Beetle in B.C. The talk will be delivered by BCHPA executive and a guest speaker yet to be confirmed.
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Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________     Province ___________     Postal Code _______________________

Phone (         ) ___________________________ Email   __________________________________________

Your local Bee Club  _____________________

Please make cheques payable to 
BCHPA, Treasurer,  

P.O. Box 5594, Victoria, B.C. V8R 6S4

New ❏  Renewal ❏   

Please check here if renewing with an address change ❏

Membership dues are based on the number of honey bee colonies you keep.
BCHPA MEMBERSHIP DUES  
0 to 25 Hives  $40
26 to 50 Hives  $50
51 to 150 Hives  $60
151 to 300 Hives  $70
301 to 500 Hives  $120
501 to 1000 Hives  $130
Over 1000 Hives  $200
* OPTIONAL $5,000,000 BCHPA
GROUP LIABILITY INSURANCE  ADD ON $55

** OPTIONAL Additional
$1 million Forest Fire Fighting
Expense Endorsement  ADD ON $100

*** OPTIONAL DONATION
BC’s Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund
for Honey Bee Research  ADD ON
(tax registered charity, receipts issued)

**** SUBSCRIPTION ONLY
Note: BeesCene is Included  $50 CAD
with Your  BCHPA Membership
(this is meant for out-of-province)

TOTAL $

Includes 
BeesCene & Hivelights

# of Hives _________

Membership includes:
- One-year subscriptions to 
BeesCene and Hivelights quarterly 
publications.

- BCHPA Liability Insurance Policy 
available for a fraction of what it 
would cost individuals.

- Business Day of the BCHPA 
Annual General Meeting in 
October and the semi-annual 
meeting in March without charge 
(meals and Education Day not 
included).

- Marketing (labels and brochures),
- Education opportunities 
(symposiums, courses with 
BCHPA-accredited instructors, 
website) 

- Ongoing Advocacy (government 
and media relations).

- The BCHPA is a proud member 
of the Canadian Honey Council, 
working on our behalf.

British Columbia Honey Producers’ Association
2016 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM Jan 1 –Dec 31

Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
New Memberships and Renewals online at

http://www.bcbeekeepers.com/become-a-member-bchpa

$5 Million Coverage for only $55 year!
Beekeepers understand that there’s strength in numbers. 

Our Group Liability Insurance Policy 
is the best value you’ll find. 

If you’re worried about stings, or bee smokers, or other 
related beekeeping risks – this is for you.

Note: coverage runs January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016. 
Effective date of coverage is based on date application and 

payment is received at the BCHPA office.
Insurer will issue certificates in due course.

Thank you for supporting 
Beekeeping in BC!
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Regional Reports
Terrace
~ Rudi Peters

Our winter in the northwest this year 
has returned to its normal state of 
bloody cold north winds. While we 
have not received as much snow as we 
normally do, we have made up for it 
with the winds.  

There are a number of people who 
have already signed up for a spring 

beekeeping course. They are building hives, prepping sites, 
and eagerly awaiting the arrival of their bees.  

Those of us who wintered hives wait with great excitement 
and anticipation as to what this year will bring. Some have 
made plans to expand, some to stay at their current size, and 
some are looking at mentoring a new beekeeper. Overall it 
should be a great year.

Prince George
~ Barry Clark

Well folks, here in the Prince George 
area we had a fairly warm October and 
November. This created a number of 
issues with wasps for our beekeepers. 
The wasps were relentless in their 
attacks on hives. Weak hives didn’t 
stand a chance and strong hives used a 
lot of resources (bees) to defend their 

homes. It wasn’t until the last two weeks of November that we 
started to get daytime temperatures in the minus numbers. That 
pretty much ended the wasp scourge. December and January 
have also been very mild by our standards. There have only 
been a couple of days where the nighttime temperatures have 
hit the -20°C mark. 

Snowfall has also been lower than in a typical year. 
Currently we are standing at about 46 cm (18 inches) of snow 
in my neck of the woods. By this time of year we usually have 
twice that much. Club members are cautiously optimistic that 
their hives will fare well this winter with the milder weather. 
Time will tell.

As for honey production, this past year our returns were 
not as prolific as what was reported in other areas of the 
province. Most of our club members reported an average 
or slightly below average honey crop. Interestingly, almost 
everyone reported that their honey was much darker than they 
have ever harvested before and the flavour much stronger. 
At our December club meeting, members were able to bring 
in samples of their honey and get them tested for moisture 
content. The average moisture content of the samples tested 
were in the 12 to 14% range. Dry, thick, and very dark honey. 
This hasn’t impacted sales, most of our beekeepers were sold 
out before Christmas.

Our Branch AGM was held on January 11th, and a new 
executive was elected. I will continue as the president for one 
more year. Randy Chencharik is treasurer, Randy Chance is 

secretary, Kristin Vignal is a director, David DeLeenheer is 
a director, and Wally Steidle is a director. All positions were 
elected for a 2 year term with the exception of the president.

The Prince George Branch of the BCHPA has a growing 
number of new beekeepers who are interested in getting 
started this spring. There will be, depending on demand, one 
or two “Introductory Beekeeping Courses” offered this spring 
in advance of packages and nucs arriving. 

We have welcomed some new beekeepers to the group who 
are planning to use the Flow Hive. There will be no shortage 
of mentors for these folks as we want them to succeed in their 
beekeeping adventure and there is a great deal of interest to 
see how the Flow Hive will work in our climate.

Everyone is starting to talk about the spring and what 
promise it holds for our bees and our beekeeping operations. 
It’s a time of building expectations, getting organized, and 
dreaming of longer days - warmer weather - and healthy bees.

Best Wishes.

West Kootenays
~ Christina Yahn

This is my first report for the 
BeesCene magazine, I am honored to 
have the torch passed on from Dave 
Johnson who has done an excellent 
job of representing our area for many 
years. This past year was also the first 
bee season where I was not in the 
Kootenays, I was in Hawaii working 

with bees so I have consulted with Dave, other beekeepers 
and Inspector Axel Krause to gain a broader picture of how 
the year was.

It was an intensely dry season resulting in low nectar flows 
and large forest fires. It was observed that the bees seemed to 
shut down due to smoke exposure and were unable to bring 
much into the hives during the hazy days. We were all curious 
as to exactly what effect the smoke would have on the bees.

There were unexplained brood losses seen in various 
colonies throughout the region, and at this point it is believed 
to be viral, however test results have yet to confirm precisely 
what is causing it. We are also on alert for signs of Small Hive 
Beetle crossing our borders.

I spent most of last season on Maui where Varroa mite has 
yet to arrive, whereas Small Hive Beetles are in abundance 
across the island. I witnessed firsthand what damage they 
can cause to a colony and how the local beekeepers were 
dealing with them. The use of oil traps are common, as well 
as diatomaceous earth on bottom boards. Essential oils can 
be used to disrupt the mating pheromones of the beetles or 
materials may be implemented to limit access to the hive 
such as landscape fabric, gravel, stone or low grass as an 
apiary base. The most effective way of dealing with them 
that I witnessed was through the natural cross-breeding with 
feral colonies, as they have developed coping mechanisms 
such as chasing the beetles and cornering them or physically 
removing them.
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We have had considerably more snow this winter than last, 
yet the temperature has been mild. offering the bees ample 
cleansing flights.

The West Kootenay has had a surge of interest in bees and 
we have some great local projects happening, such as Sharon 
Myers’ observation hives in schools for educating children 
about honey bees. For more information Sharon can bee 
reached at: smyers@nucleus.com

Karen Godbout and myself have released a book: “Keepers 
of the Bees”, profiling beekeepers in the West Kootenays with 
information on history, conservation and various bee facts with 
beautiful photography. The website is www.keepersofthebees.
ca

Local beekeepers are also working on amending bylaws in 
Nelson, Castlegar and Trail to allow for backyard bees.

We are anticipating the mild winter to continue and look 
forward to the first blooms of spring.

North Okanagan
~ Dan Mawson

Just a brief report as bee business 
remains fairly dormant in the heart of 
winter. Our club was blessed at our 
November meeting by Joe Lomond 
from Ashcroft Honey who spoke to 
us about his 40+ years of beekeeping. 
Thanks Joe! 

Our Branch held annual elections 
in January and elected a new local executive and endorsed 
Bob Chisholm as our regional representative on the BCHPA 
executive. 

As our BCHPA membership renewals happen in January, 
our club has taken the initiative of contacting all past and 
present members in our area to renew and invite them to our 
monthly club meetings. This has also allowed us to update our 
membership and email lists that have now grown to over 100. 

We are busy planning our spring program which will 
include speakers at our monthly meetings and a club field day 
in April. We are also planning a queen rearing field day in late 
June, details on both to be finalized and released on our club 
website: northokanaganbeekeepers.ca

Metro Vancouver
~ Allen Garr

As I write this in late January, we 
appear to be having another mild 
winter. Catkins are appearing on 
hazel nut bushes from the coast into 
the Fraser Valley among other early 
flowering plants, and bees have been 
hauling in pollen for the past few 
weeks. Beekeepers are checking hives 

for supplies and some are adding granulated sugar above the 
inner cover.

They are also bracing for the almost inevitable spread of 
Small Hive Beetle. Recall that its existence was confirmed 
in an area around Abbotsford last year, most prominently 
in unused equipment. Our Provincial Apiarist has a more 
complete report on the matter in this issue of the BeesCene, 
but he suggests beekeepers looking for these critters at this 

point in the year would do well to wait for a warm day, then 
“quickly” remove inner covers to check there and on top bars 
as well as on the bottom boards. 

Ours is not an ideal climate for this tropical pest but it has 
managed to get a foothold, thanks most likely to migratory 
beekeepers who move hives up from almond pollination in 
California’s Central Valley and into northern Washington 
state.

While equipment from deadouts will soon be heading to 
Iotron for sanitizing, we are noticing the escalating cost of 
packages coming later in February and early March from New 
Zealand. While the New Zealand dollar is even weaker than 
ours, the strong Yankee dollar may be affecting the cost of 
shipping. Regardless of the cause, the effect is that packages 
in either tubes or boxes that ranged up to $185 last year are 
now nudging $220. 

That said, new would-be beekeepers are swarming to 
attend classes for beginners in their hundreds, either taking 
online seminars from the provincial government or signing 
up for in-person classes being offered by our new batch of 
certified instructors.

Cariboo
~ Ann Carter

Happy New Year from the sunny 
Cariboo!

Like most regional representatives, 
I struggle with reporting in late 
January! The bees have been settled 
in for winter, fed and mite-treated, 
for many months. Winter started with 
cold temperatures in late November, 

but has been kind ever since with lots of snow coverage and 
milder temperatures. The highs have been well above zero this 
week allowing activity around the colonies. So nice to watch 
the bees taking cleansing flights and removing their dead.

The Central Cariboo Branch of BCHPA had their AGM 
January 9th, earlier then usual, to encourage early ordering 
of bee stock. A difficult task this early in the year, but made 
necessary by the limited availability of local nucs and queens. 
We continue to have lots of interest in beekeeping in the area 
from both established and new beekeepers. Plans were made 
for Field Days and a Beginner Beekeeping course. Now we 
need to sit back and wait patiently to see what Mother Nature 
has in store for us before the arrival of Spring!

AMPAK INC.
180 - 4611 Viking Way, Richmond BC
Telephone: (604) 273-9631  Fax: (604) 273-1865
www.ampak.ca  splester@ampak.ca

OUR BUSINESS.....
 ..... IS PACKAGING YOURS

We have a wide range of stock glass & plastic
containers including honey bears & bee hives. 

We also carry a variety of plastic and metal lids.

Please Call Us For a QUote

Photo not 
available
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North Vancouver Island
~ Gerry Rozema

It’s time for another issue of the 
BeesCene, so we are supposed to write 
about bees. To some of you in the 
interior of the province, writing about 
bees in January seems kind of silly, but 
here on the North Island it is not silly 
at all. It is difficult at this time of year 
to say much about the area in general 

as the bee clubs have not been meeting over the last few 
months, so I haven’t had a chance to talk to folks all around 
the district. The local bee club in the Comox Valley doesn’t 
meet until February.

I got a lot of interesting feedback from various folks at 
the AGM after giving the presentation on how we use a scale 
hive here, what we have learned from that data, and how we 
will apply it in the years going forward. I realized not a lot of 
people are aware of the website where this data is published.  
Over the winter, one of the big changes we’ve made here in 
our own little setup is establishing a website for our farming 
activity, and the data from the scale hives is updated hourly on 
that website.  This will be of particular interest to beekeepers 
here in the North Island district. Live results from the scale 
are available at www.rozehaven.ca in the bees section of the 
website.

Although it’s only the 25th of January as I write this, the 
season for bees has started in our district. Hazelnut trees had 
tassels on Jan. 17, and we’ve seen the first pollen of the season 
showing up at hive entrances already. My first thought was - 
wow, this is early - but as we tend to discover, a look back 
at the notes from last year says otherwise. Hazelnuts were 
producing pollen at this time last year too. Accurate record 
keeping is important, because our memories distort things 
over time. We are now only 3 weeks away from the willows 
producing pollen, and then I expect the brooding to begin in 
earnest. While hives in the interior are likely still buried in 
snow, here on the coast, the season is starting.

Sunshine Coast
~ Allan Cobbin

We have been experiencing our 
usual cold and damp winter weather, 
with the usual rain and wind, but 
with an occasional day of sunshine. 
Fortunately no snow except on a few 
local mountain tops. 

Our regular bi-monthly meeting 
was held on Jan. 10th at our usual 

Botanical Gardens site. Copies of the new Animal Act were 
circulated and some discussion followed. It was noted that 
registration of all colonies is a requisite and club members 
have generally done so. New members will be directed to 
comply. Apparently there are some local beekeepers (not club 
members) whose hives are unregistered. Registration can be 
done online. For the health, safety and benefit of all local 
beekeepers, one does have to hope that the Act’s regulations 
and penalties will be enforced.

There was a discussion regarding the use of Oxalic Acid 
and some members reported having given recent treatments; 

both heavy and light mite drops were observed. Prior to 
the meeting, our eight nearby hives were treated. As an 
experiment, and to demonstrate to those in attendance, both the 
drizzling and vaporizing methods were utilized. Many thanks 
to Kathleen Suddes and Rob Haines for their leadership and 
direction. Results of our tests will be tabulated and discussed. 

Winter losses were discussed and those present advised 
of varying results. Although reasons for mortality were 
not specifically requested, starvation, older queens and an 
unusually large fall wasp infestation were reported. Details of 
these losses will be summarized at our next meeting with our 
results being forwarded to the Ministry when requested.

We currently have 35 paid up members and this number 

Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing

Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill
Box 100  Phone: 306-725-4820
Bulyea, Saskatchewan  Fax: 306-725-3193
SOG 0L0  www.lambacres.ca

Osoyoos, B.C.             Cell: 250-485-2924

Wanted: 
Honey in Barrels • Bee Pollen • Honey Comb

Dew Fresh Honey

To order and for details contact:  
Judy Campbell 
604-856-2125

jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com

NUTRITIONAL 
FACT 
LABELS

BC Honey Producers’ Association

1.5¢
only

each

Per 1 tablespoon (20g)

Amount

Nut r i t ion  Fac tsValeur nutr i t ive       

Not a significant source of saturated fat, trans fat, cholesterol, sodium, fibre, vitamin A, vitamin C, calcium or iron.

Source négligeable de lipides saturés, lipidestrans, cholestérol, sodium, fibres, vitamine A, �vitamine C, calcium et fer.

% Daily Value

0 %

6 %

Pour 1 cuillère à table (20g) 
Teneur % valeur quotidienne
Calories / Calories  60
Fat / Lipides  0 g
Carbohydrates / Glucides  17 g
   Sugars / Sucres  16 g
Protein / Protéines  0 g
    

Rolls of 
2000
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has remained pretty constant over the past few years. Recent 
attendance at meetings has been lower than expected and 
therefore a survey of our members and “wannabees” is being 
prepared for circulation. Hopefully this will ascertain what 
specific topics will be of value. Non-BCHPA club members 
were advised that registration and renewal can be done 
through the website at www.bcbeekeepers.ca. 

Although no decision regarding nuc or package purchases 
has been made by any Club member at this time, it might be 
necessary for those interested to purchase off-shore. Local 
colonies, nucs and packages are of course preferable, but this 
will preclude an early spring start.

The final agenda item was the election of officers for the 
coming year. Sally Burke graciously offered to let her name to 
stand again as our President; she was elected by acclimation. 
All other officers will continue for another term. 

That’s about it from the current ‘less than sunny’ Sunshine 
Coast, except a reminder to all beekeepers that it was Robert 
Ingersall who said: “We must remember that in Nature 
there are neither rewards nor punishments - there are just 
consequences!”

Fraser Valley
~ Courtenay White

Beekeepers in the Fraser Valley are 
gearing up for what looks like another 
early season. Packages are due to 
arrive in March for around $200 
each. Langley KPU’s commercial 
beekeeping course started in January 
with eleven students. This course 

aims to increase the number of commercial beekeepers in BC 
and they seem super enthusiastic so far! The BCHPA had a 
booth at the Pacific Agriculture Show in Abbotsford January 
28-30th. The overall reception was very positive with many 
young families and farmers interested in the booth. Our 
volunteers did an amazing job promoting the organization and 
beekeeping. Happy New Year and Happy Beekeeping! 

Thompson-Nicola
~ David Masurat

We here in the Thompson-Nicola 
region are still in snow with four to 
five inches accumulated on top of 
the colonies. Some of our beekeepers 
have added “ambrosia” under the top 
cover for colonies that seem light. 
Most will be waiting until February 
before opening the inner covers. 

Kamloops beekeepers had their AGM and affirmed the 
existing executive. New executive members elected were: 
Vice President Greg Willis and four directors: Jim Brown, 
Joe Lomond, Lawrence Bergstrand, and Ray Harms. I was 
impressed by the attitude of the new elected officers as there 
was no apparent arm twisting. In fact we needed only three 
directors and four let their names stand (when does that 
happen?). Consequently, we voted in all four, each of whom 
are a great asset to our Branch. I have also noticed more 
individuals volunteering to do odd jobs in support of our 
meetings. I attribute this attitude to President Ed Zurwell and 
the executive for the leadership example they set.  

Propolis-etc...
                      Beekeeping is our passion.

1.888.660.6665     propolis-etc.ca     info@propolis-etc.ca

With over 1,400 top-quality products,
we offer everything you need to successfully  

manage your hives - 
whether you have one or several hundred.

 
Visit our website or call us for our
catalogue.  We ship everywhere.

Maximize Spring Build-up 
and Colony Health

   Learn more at  www.globalpatties.com
    and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free

    or email  mike@globalpatties.com 
Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease 

GLOBAL PATTIES
Feed ready-made patties from

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate 
for good build-up and large honey crops.  

Feed patties to ensure colony health, 
fast build-up and maximum production.
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Looking forward to seeing you all in March at the Semi-
Annual in beautiful balmy Kamloops.

After our first Branch meeting, plans are underway for field 
days, Day of the Honey Bee, club picnics and many other 
activities.

Note: “ambrosia” is not the dessert with fruit cocktail 
and marshmallows, but is sugar processed into a cream, also 
known as fondant. 

South Vancouver Island
~ Edan North

Ever since childhood I was intrigued 
with honey bees. What child isn’t? 
Friends of our family were apiarists 
and I enjoyed watching a bit of the 
workings then. I finally started thinking 
about beekeeping several years ago 
while living on the Northwest Coast. 
It intrigued me that only wild bees 

were prevalent in the region, due to the large amounts of 
annual precipitation experienced on the main islands. Having 
taken a few courses in ecology and climatology, I started to 
theorize about how much the weather affects the habits, life, 
and health of this tiny creature. Last year everything came to 
fruition. I noted that the drier it became, the more dandelions; 
and the more dandelions that blossomed, the greater the 
honey production. This led me to believe that investment 
in something other than only grass on a front lawn is still a 
valuable notion. 

Scientific evidence of the remarkable warm temperatures 
resulting from the super running El Nino is no surprise. This 
early warmth provides a premature growing season for 2016, 
which aids early bee foraging. Some delights of the honey bee 
I have observed in bloom this spring, in several regions around 
Southern Vancouver Island, include crocus and lavender. For 
two weeks now all over Greater Victoria, and in my own 
garden near the junction, rosemary is also showing a bit of 
purple bloom. This is just to name a few spring possibilities 
for your own garden botanicals. 

Seedy Saturday is being hosted at the Victoria Conference 
Centre on Saturday February 20. This is a great opportunity 
to chat and have fun with other flower enthusiasts, many of 
whom enjoy selecting plants that support their honey bees. 

Not to put a damper on things, in 2016 we will continue to 
watch all reports describing the Small Hive Beetle. Previously 
noted as a newcomer, this beetle is clearly well traveled. 
Perhaps this  species is not as recognizable as it should be. It 
is not new news to apiculture. 

The beekeepers of our region continue to hold monthly 
meetings in 2016, and all are welcome. These chatterbox 
times are still hosted on the second Thursday of every month. 
All the details and directions to find your way over can be 
found at Victoria Beekeepers on facebook. Looking forward 
to seeing you there.  ❀   

FUMAGILIN-B
OXYTET 25 – FOUL BROOD MIX

TYLAN® SOLUBLE  
VARROA MITE CONROL STRIPS
65% FORMIC ACID/ OXALIC ACID 
SAFETY EQUIPMENT FOR ACIDS

From Bee Supply Dealers or
Medivet Pharmaceuticals Ltd.

4, 55 – 9 Avenue SE, 
High River, AB, T1V 1E6

Telephone 403-652-4441  Fax 403-652-3692
info@medivet.ca www.medivet.ca

A History of Beekeeping 
in British Columbia

from 1950 to 2000 written by Douglas M. McCutcheon

This book is about us and our 
industry and what it means to be a 
beekeeper in BC, following in the 
footsteps of pioneer beekeepers. 
The History of Beekeeping in British 
Columbia from 1950 – 2000 
is the result of more than 10 years 
of talking with beekeepers, 
inspectors and specialists around 
the province, and searching out 
records, reports and files. 
As Doug says: “In the fifty years 
I write about, there have been 
great changes in beekeeping in our 
province. 
There are a lot of great stories! 
Enjoy the read!” 

Any proceeds realized by the sale of this book above and beyond 
retrieving the cost of production are kindly directed by the author to 

the Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund 
for Honey Bee Education and Research.

$29.95 
plus Shipping 

Contact Irene Tiampo for further details
treasurer@bcbeekeeper.com
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by Emily McGiffin

For the past couple of months, my doctoral research on oral poets has taken me through rural 
areas and townships of the Eastern Cape province of South Africa. In early January, my research 
assistant Nontlantla and I found ourselves in a village a few kilometres outside of Peddie. This 
village was much poorer than the coastal areas we’d been working in. Inland, the landscape was 
tough and dry and the houses were built of mud bricks rather than cinderblocks, or mud plastered 
onto a lattice of sticks with corrugated tin roofs nailed onto stick rafters. 

The poet we’d come to visit was a young man studying at a nearby university. He led us into 
the living room of his mother’s home and the women from the neighbouring houses, curious, 
crowded in with us. The interview took an hour or so and when we had finished, we stood in the 
sunny yard waiting for a passing taxi to take us back to town. Noticing a large number of bees 
circling in the air outside the door of the neighbouring house, Nontlantla asked one of the women 
where they came from and translated the response. 

The bees, she told me, were nesting inside the house - in the washing machine. Not only that, 
they had also nested in a wardrobe in the bedroom of the house next door. As the embodiment of 
ancestral spirits, they could not simply be chased out without the risk of bringing misfortune to 
the households. 

When the bees had first begun to arrive, the women of the household had sent for the young 
poet, urging him to speak to the ancestors and ask them to leave. Unfortunately the spirits were 
uncooperative. Settling in greater numbers, they had rendered the washing machine inoperable 
and had forced the occupant of the bedroom to evacuate as the hive grew into a sticky mass 
overflowing the wardrobe. The bees could not be evicted and no honey could be gathered without 
a ceremony that involved brewing a batch of 
traditional maize beer, sacrificing a goat and 
hiring a traditional healer to perform a series of 
rites. The women have no steady work and such 
a ceremony is prohibitively expensive.

Nontlantla asked when they would be able to 
resolve the situation. The woman was vague, 
replying that they’d been saving up and would 
probably do it later this year. She didn’t seem 
too concerned. They’d been living with the bees 
for four years already. As the taxi arrived, she 
waved goodbye and walked through the cloud 
of bees into the house. 

Originally from the Cowichan Valley, Emily 
McGiffin has spent the past several years dividing 
her time between Toronto and South Africa 
where she is researching the cultural politics 
of oral literature for a PhD in Environmental 
Studies. Her previous publications include two 
books of poetry and articles in a variety of 
magazines and journals.

Bees in the Washing Machine
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Classifieds
COWAN 28 FRAME EXTRACTOR for sale, has steam un-
capper wax spinner honey sump and pump and 1500 lb tank 
with hot water coils in it. Works very well. Phone Tom at 250-
956-3920.  Located in Port McNeill, BC.

TURN KEY BEEKEEPING OPERATION. Certified hon-
ey house with equipment to run 500 colonies in storage. 3 
bedroom house, 2.6 acres, Grand Forks, BC. Contact brian@
thate.ca 250-442-7370. 

BARRELS & TOTES FOR SALE 45 Gallon stainless steel 
barrels, food grade, closed top,  with two bungs, $100. 45 Gal-
lon plastic barrels, food grade,  open top, with lid & fastener, 
$45.  Call Jim Curry at (250)562-9463 (daytime), (250)967-
4580 (evenings). Prince George, BC.

NUCS FOR SALE:  Strong 4-frame nucs, full depth or dada-
nt.  These are B.C. raised bees and queens.  Nucs and queens 
available May thru September. Contact Blair and Cheryl 
Tarves, Similkameen Apiaries.  250-499-2555 

WANTED: DARK BEES Northern Ontario beekeeper look-
ing for European dark bees, AMM variety. Hives, nucs or 
mated queens. wleblanc@personainternet.com

NUCS FOR SALE: Available in May, $180 each. Basswood 
Honey Farm, Westbank, BC. Also 20 strong 10 frame colo-
nies, available in May, $300 each. (250) 768-3727.

FOR SALE: 200 Dadant size (6 5/8") supers, 8 frame plastic 
spacers. Equipment has been inspected. Not beautiful but they 
work. Fully drawn comb. Stored inside, still sticky, $10 each. 
Contact Bob Meredith, c/o Cariboo Apiaries, Golden Cariboo 
Honey, Box 287, Lillooet, BC, V0K 1V0. (250) 256-7231.

MITEGONE REVISED AND UPDATED. Ready to fill and 
use kits see: http://www.mitegone.com/ or call Bill: (250) 762 
8156.

BETTER WAY TO START BEEKEEPING With starting 
apiaries. 4 Hives, 8 deep frames & feeder. Queen excluder, 
2x9 frame Dadant extracting supers. All drawn comb, Vernon 
stock queens and bees. 4-pack wintering box insulation & top. 
(250) 762 8156 or read about it on: http://www.mitegone.com/
media.asp#about Bill’s Honey Farm, Kelowna.

EQUIPMENT & CONTRACTS for sale. 52 pollination 
contracts on cherries and apples. 200 litre feed mixer and feed 
dispenser. Truck with pollination hydraulic crane, carries 16 
hives in 4-packs, has 9f snowplow. 100 hives bee yard lease 
available. Bill: (250) 762 8156.
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HEALTHY BEES. HEALTHY PLANET.
To learn more call 866 483 2929 or visit www.NODGLOBAL.com

MAKE SURE 
YOUR TOP 

AND BOTTOM 
ENTRANCES ARE 

OPEN DURING 
THE WINTER 
AND SPRING 

TO ALLOW FOR 
SUFFICIENT 

VENTILATION, 
AND TO REDUCE 

MOISTURE IN 
THE COLONIES. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
DISTRIBUTORS

MAQS & BEE COZY
Armstrong Apiaries 

1-250-308-8219

Urban Bee Supplies
urbanbeesupplies.ca 

1-604-364-1993

MAQS
Bees n’ Glass
thebeestore.ca 
1-778-455-5058

Buckerfields
buckerfields.org 
1-250-748-8102

KNOW YOUR MITE LEVELS, FEED COLONY AND PREPARE 
FOR VARROA TREATMENT WITH MITE AWAY QUICK STRIPS

MITE LEVELS IN A HIVE OVER THE 
BEEKEEPING SEASON

OUTSIDE DAYTIME 
TEMPERATURE 

HIGHS SHOULD BE 
BETWEEN 10-29°C 

ON DAY OF APPLICATION. 
THE FIRST 3 DAYS ARE THE 

MOST CRUCIAL.

TREAT ONE BROOD CYCLE AFTER BEES START 
BRINGING IN THE FIRST POLLEN.


