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Letter from the editors . . .
“At its best, the sensation of writing is that of any unmerited
grace. It is handed to you, but only if you look for it. You search,
you break your heart, your back, your brain, and then – and only
then – it is handed to you. From the corner of your eye you see
motion. Something is moving through the air and headed your
way. It is a parcel bound in ribbons and bows; it has two white
wings. It flies directly at you; you can read your name on it.
If it were a baseball, you would hit it out of the park. It is that
one pitch in a thousand you see in slow motion; its wings beat
slowly as a hawk's.” ~ Annie Dillard, from 'The Writing Life'.
A winter storm blew into Telkwa on a recent November day,
first one of the season; a welcome blanket of white putting a
stop to everyday life. There was a bit of time to think, a rare
thing. The thinking brought a memory or two. A few summers
spent working in northern Ontario, a bush camp full of misfits
(all good hearts), and some priceless experiences. There was a
pack of East Coast boys we were lucky to have among us, bless
them wherever they are now. We may not have survived the
hardships as well without them.
It's been almost 15 years since then and I can still picture
them: Always together, always working hard. Always finding
the right moment to play a challenging situation into something
better; they had impeccable timing. They were there when you
needed them, knowing just what to do or say and not hesitating,
and not thinking about it too much. It's a relief to remember
their voices on the empty landscape calling out to each other.
They kept us all going and I don't think they knew.
It was a treat to make it to Richmond in September, and we
took both the kids with us. It was the younger one's second bee
conference, not a bad idea to have them see what it's all about.
The best thing about these meetings for me is sharing some

time with people in this community. The next best are the
little gems I'm handed if I'm looking for them. One such
gem from Allen Dick, our Alberta beekeeping neighbour, a
careful and thoughtful teacher with a lifetime of beekeeping
experience. He spoke a bit about the competition that can
arise between beekeepers, how that feeling of unease can
so quietly introduce itself. How it is so easy to frame the
other guy as an adversary, but that if you give away what
you hold dearest, you'll find that you get back much more
than you expect.
There was another little gem you had to be listening for,
Ian caught this one from perhaps the quietest voice in the
room. That quiet voice is a reputable bee breeder, one who
has been involved in the industry in various ways, and she
chose to speak about timing. Honey bees are getting quite
a lot of attention these days, and her point was that the love
affair won't last forever. If there are things that we can do
for our beekeeping community to create sustainability in
the long term, the time to speak up and ask for those things
is now. She's right about the window of opportunity being
easy to miss.
As always we wish a gentle winter on your bees and on
yourselves; may the joys of the coming season find you and
yours.
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From the President
The 2014 AGM was a great success, with excellent speakers
for the Education Day. It was a very well run event, and we
wish to thank the previous Executive, especially Wayne Neidig, and the Richmond Bee Club. At the Business Day I was
elected as your new President, along with Jeff Lee as new First
Vice President, and Stan Reist as your new CHC Representative.
I have served as President of the Capital Region Beekeepers' Association for two years, after many years of volunteer work in community organizations. Born in Montreal, I
earned a BSc in Environmental Biology (McGill University)
with my final project in Entomology. I started beekeeping
by buying two thriving hives from Ernie Thurlborn in Black
Creek. They are great foragers, quite hygienic and very docile
to work with. I have done many splits and began transferring swarm cells to raise successful queens, who crossed with
local drones and show many colour variations, while maintaining the qualities that I like best about them. One of my
queens went to the observation hive at the Nature House at
Swan Lake, here in Saanich, and several others were adopted
by other local beekeepers.
I am very impressed with the accomplishments of BCHPA members in science, pollination, queen breeding and, of
course, honey production. This is a diverse organization. My
view is that beekeepers in British Columbia need and benefit from a strong provincial organization built around solid
foundations with regional and city clubs. I will do my best for
the bee organizations and individual members in the BCHPA,
whether large or small operators, who make up the beekeeping
industry in our province.
Beekeeping in recent decades has brought challenges. The
bee business has been evolving, as pollination services become more important. Migratory beekeeping is increasing in
numbers and distance, which means that British Columbia's
bee industry is less distinct and more tied to that of other provinces. What does that mean for a provincial association such
as the BCHPA?
Agribusiness is changing. Although top quality honey is
highly valued, the nature of desirable forage in our province is
shifting, with reductions in what used to be foundation nectar
sources, and increases in others. Climate change is altering
agriculture in subtle ways but is likely to become more noticeable. Pesticide use is changing, with new products or uses creating uncertainty or concern among beekeepers. Although the
seed-treated grain crops have not been as big an issue in BC as
they have in Ontario and Quebec, many flowering crops pollinated by bees are increasingly grown with neonicotinoids.
Are you concerned about the effect it may have on your bees
when you send them to pollination contracts?
There is a great need for more queens and nucs to supply
our needs. There was an excellent article on this subject in the
August 2014 HiveLights by Doug McRory. I have spoken to
members who are interested in the business of producing bees
for our beekeepers when they need them; ingenuity, hard work
and scientific advances are not in short supply among BC beekeepers! Working with federal and provincial governments for

an incentive program
to produce honeybee
stock adapted to Canadian regional needs
may be a worthy goal
for the BCHPA. Perhaps governments can
be convinced that more
investment in our beekeeping industry would
pay dividends for our
Catherine Culley
food security, as well
BCHPA President
as boosting business
opportunities.
New diseases and pests threaten from beyond our borders,
which could lead to increased costs and difficulties for beekeepers at all levels. Control of a AFB in urban areas can be a
special challenge. Are you ready to cope with the Small Hive
Beetle in your apiary? We depend on our Provincial Apiculture program of the Ministry of Agriculture, which is our first
line of defense for the health of our bees in British Columbia.
We support continued funding for their coordinated inspections, disease monitoring and apiary registration, which are
important to industry and hobbyists alike.
What are the priorities of BCHPA members? On which
issues would you like us to focus? To get a picture of the
needs and concerns of our members, we will be sending out a
survey in the near future. Meanwhile, please contact me with
any ideas that you have, especially if they have not been listed
here. The BCHPA is YOUR organization, working for YOU.

BC Bee Supply
Beekeeping supplies & equipment.
We buy and sell - beeswax - bee pollen - propolis

Burnaby, B.C.

www.bcbeesupply.ca

OUR BUSINESS.....
..... IS PACKAGING YOURS
We have a wide range of stock glass & plastic
containers including honey bears & bee hives.
We also carry a variety of plastic and metal lids.

Please Call Us For a QUote

AMPAK INC.

180 - 4611 Viking Way, Richmond BC
Telephone: (604) 273-9631 Fax: (604) 273-1865
www.ampak.ca
splester@ampak.ca
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Cariboo Region 
Katie Rasmussen
Librarian/ Education
Ian Farber
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3249 Schubert Rd, Kamloops, BC V2B 6Y4
email: rasmussen.katie.e@gmail.com
		
tel 250.579.8518 email: Ian_Farber@telus.net
West Kootenays 
Dave Johnson

BC Bee Breeders Association President
726 Ogilvie Rd, Nelson BC V1L 6P9
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tel 250.229.4765, fax 250.229.5674
3301 Port Washington Road
email: beejohnson@shaw.ca
Pender Island, B.C.
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Michael Malmberg
email: President@BCBeeBreeders.ca
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tel 250.489.3068
email: mmalmberg@cintek.com
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Our Cover Story: We don't get a lot of snow on the
Sunshine Coast but that day we sure did. The bees left
evidence of their 'cleansings' all over the pure white
blanket. We are slightly higher up the mountainside so the
snow stuck around for about a week. The hives are in our
backyard which at the time were owned by mentor and
master beekeeper Al Cobbin, but have since become part
of the start-up for my husband and I at Bruinwood Apiary.

~ Danise Lofstrom
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Beelines
News from the Ministry of Agriculture
PAUL VAN WESTENDORP, Manager, BCMA Apiculture Program
paul.vanwestendorp@gov.bc.ca.
BCHPA Annual Meeting – Richmond
The BCHPA annual meeting in September was a great success! The business day was well attended and a new Executive
board elected. The educational day deserves special recognition because of the interesting speakers that participated.
Dr. Marla Spivak’s focused talk on tree resins and propolis, an area of research that has often been ignored, highlights the critical role of propolis in the colony’s ability to
ward off pathogens and maintain health. Dr. Shelley Hoover
provided a fascinating background on the large-scale collaborative study across Canada to identify and select bee stock
with heritable hygienic traits. This study also confirmed that
the diagnostic technique involving proteomics is an effective,
low-cost and quick method in stock selection compared to
field-based breeding programs. Drs. Dewey Caron and Eric
Mussen displayed their extraordinary communication skills in
the delivery of extension services. Possibly the most surprising presentation was made by Jean-Marc LeDorze of Golden
Ear Apiaries who detailed the production methods of his operation. It was truly interesting and highlights the diversity of
beekeeping activities in British Columbia.
I hope that many beekeepers who attended the educational
day recognize the value of the BCHPA and that without its
support such educational initiatives would simply not be realized. I would also like to express my gratitude to Wayne
Neidig and all the volunteers for having organized the annual
meeting which was an unqualified success!
Winter Mortality Survey 2013 -14
Every spring, we carry out this survey to determine the survival success of the previous winter season. This year, the survey
form was released a bit later than normal and the data was also
tabulated at a later date. A total of 95 beekeepers participated
in the survey who collectively operated 11% of BC’s colonies.
The majority of respondents operated less than 200 colonies
each.
The final results showed that the overall winter mortality in
BC increased from 18% in 2013 to 30% this year. Beekeeper
responses failed to identify a single factor responsible for the
significant increase of colony mortality. The most common
responses were “weak colonies” (35%), “unknown” (34%),
“starvation” (34%), poor queens (34%), and “Ineffective Varroa Control” (29%). While the “unknown” cause could be
pathogenic, the other factors of the four most common sited
causes are management related and could be averted.
Beekeeping Production Survey 2014
This year will be the first time that the production survey has
been posted online. In the past, we sent all registered beekeep-
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ers with 10 or more colonies the survey form with the option to fill out the paper form or submit their production data
through the online survey form. The response rate was about
30% of the 350+ mailed forms. The hard-copy mail-out was
costly, inefficient and inconvenient for the beekeeper.
In late September, all registered beekeepers with an email
address were sent an email and invited to submit their production data through the on-line form posted on our website. To
my surprise, my inbox was loaded with over 100 completed
forms in less than 24 hours! Since then, more beekeepers have
submitted their production data bringing the total to close to
200. Such a participation rate offers a high level of confidence
in the data and the final production estimates provide valuable insights into the condition and performance of the BC
beekeeping industry. Thanks to all those beekeepers who participated!
2014 Beekeeping Production Year
The table lists the estimated honey production levels of each
of the regions and the average for the province. The table also
includes data for the wholesale and retail market by volume
and average prices as reported by beekeepers. Even though
much of the province experienced drought conditions during
part of the summer, the average honey production per colony
was 85 pounds (~39 kg). This was markedly higher than in
previous years when colony averages were 49 pounds or less
since 2010. Strong market prices have made 2014 a successful year for most BC beekeepers. A more detailed report on
beekeeping production will be presented in the February 2015
issue of BeesCene, as well as posted on the Apiculture website, www.al.gov.bc.ca/apiculture.
EFB on the Increase
During the last few years, we have seen an increased number
of cases of European Foulbrood disease. While the numbers
remain low, the increase of the disease is a concern. Some of
the samples were submitted for further tests to confirm species
identification and antibiotic resistance/sensitivity.
In August 2014, a bee brood sample from the southern Interior had been diagnosed with EFB and submitted for further
testing. When the test results indicated that the bacterial culture was antibiotic resistant, something that had never been
diagnosed in a BC sample before, the culturing and tests were
promptly repeated in triplicate. Test results confirmed antibiotic resistance again. While it may be tempting to conclude
that EFB may no longer be controlled with antibiotics, such
a conclusion can’t be made at this time for several reasons:
1. The antibiotic-resistance tests only involved sensitivity
to tetracycline antibiotics. Other antibiotic agents including

Honey Production and Values 2014 Final

Tylosin have a different mode of action, and remain highly
effective.
2. European Foulbrood (EFB) is a disease complex. Unlike American Foulbrood disease, EFB involves at least two
different types of bacteria. The causal agent of EFB is Paenibacillus alvei. This bacterium is generally not observed by the
time a sample is submitted for analysis as P. alvei is superseded by Mellisococcus pluton. The characteristic spindle-shape
makes this secondary invader easily identifiable through the
microscope. The recent antibiotic-resistance tests involved the
culturing of M. pluton. There is no indication that P. alvei has
lost its sensitivity to antibiotics.
3. Subsequent EFB samples from any part of British Columbia have not shown antibiotic resistance at this time.
Even though the incidental occurrence of r-EFB may not
be an immediate concern, the fact itself is significant. An organism can’t develop resistance to a drug or chemical unless
it is chronically exposed at sub-lethal levels. Oxytetracycline
hydrochloride (aka Oxytet and formerly Terramycin) has been
used in beekeeping since the 1950s. Unlike most other parts
of the world, North American beekeepers have become accustomed to applying antibiotics as standard management practice. Regardless of need, the low cost and ease of application
has enabled beekeepers to keep bacterial brood diseases at bay
and realize significant savings in labor costs and material replacement. However, the incessant application of antibiotics
has invariably led to the development of resistance.
The first cases of antibiotic-resistant American Foulbrood
disease (r-AFB) in BC were reported in 1997. It is fortunate
that the prevalence of r-AFB has remained low and that most
antibiotic treatments continue to offer effective control. However, in some other provinces, reduced efficacy of oxytetracycline antibiotics has led to the registration of Tylosin. If
beekeepers continue to apply Tylosin prophylactically as they
did with oxytetratcycline, resistance to the drug will inevitably follow.

It is imperative that beekeepers re-evaluate their view on
the use of antibiotics and chemicals in their beekeeping operations. While the use of drugs and chemicals is necessary
at times, the Ministry of Agriculture recommends that they
only be applied when the pathogen has been diagnosed and
application is warranted.
Everybody Wants to Be a Beekeeper
There has been plenty of news about pollinator declines, bee
deaths and environmental degradation in the last 5 years or
more, and this has led to much greater public awareness about
the plight of pollinators and especially honey bees. It has also
led to increasing numbers of people wanting to get into beekeeping. This surge of interest should be viewed as a welcome development towards the rejuvenation of BC’s aging
beekeeping community, and in many cases this has been true
but it has also been a cause of concern. Many new beekeepers
assume that being a beekeeper is not much more than having a colony of bees in a box in the backyard. Awareness of
the need to apply actual management to the colony is often
not very clear, as many have a strong conviction of wanting
to keep bees “organically” without the use of chemicals and
drugs. As admirable as it is, the reality of diseases, parasites,
poor weather, and the myriad of other challenges demand beekeeper intervention through proper management including occasional drug or chemical use. The potential absence of good
management practices must be a concern to all beekeepers as
it increases the risk of disease. Numerous municipalities have
amended their bylaws in recent years to permit small-scale
beekeeping in urban settings. This trend has exacerbated the
situation as it may increase cases of swarming and public nuisance due to poor management.
While it remains a legislated requirement for a beekeeper
to register with the Ministry of Agriculture, there is no requirement for training. The absence of any barrier of entry
into beekeeping has been a mixed blessing as it also attracts
Volume 30, #4 wiNTER 2014/2015
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Formic acid gel strips for the treatment and control
of Varroatosis caused byVarroa destructor in honeybees

Mite Away Quick Strips®
Arrests the Transmission of
Viruses
Varroa mites reproduce under the
brood cap, preferring drone brood.
Mite Away Quick Strips® are placed
on the top bars of the bottom brood
chamber allowing to treat the brood
rearing zone in the hive.
“The strip’s innovation is that the
treatment successfully penetrates the
brood cap, targeting the Varroa mites
where they reproduce, arresting the
transmission of viruses. When bees are
treated with MAQS® there is no risk of
residue contamination to the honey or
wax.
- David VanderDussen CEO NOD Apiary Products
Ltd.

Another element of the treatment is
the bee’s natural ventilation response
when MAQS® is applied, air movement
created by the bees drives the vapours
into the cells.
Having entrances fully open during the
7 day treatment is essential.

Mite Away Quick Strips® can be
purchased through most bee supply
outlets across Canada. A full list can be
found on our website.

To learn more visit www.NODGLOBAL.com or call 866 483 2929
HEALTHY BEES. HEALTHY PLANET.
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people who should never keep bees. To mitigate these potential problems, I urge established beekeepers to offer guidance
to new beekeepers where possible, to encourage them to attend local beekeeper club meetings and enroll into introductory beekeeping courses.
Apiary Inspectors – New Appointments
At the recent BCHPA annual meeting, quite a few beekeepers urged the government to appoint new Apiary Inspectors in
key areas. We are currently seeking approval to appoint new
inspectors for the following areas:
• Shuswap-North Okanagan
• Thompson-Cariboo-North Central
• South Vancouver Island & Gulf Islands
• Central and Northern Vancouver Island
These four positions cover areas that have in the past been
covered by two Apiary Inspectors. It was recognized that the
inspection areas were so large that an exorbitant share of program resources were spent on travel rather than actual apiary
inspections. By splitting these two positions, it is expected to
result in better service delivery. The actual appointments are
still subject to approval, but I encourage qualified beekeepers
located in these areas to contact me for further information as
soon as possible.

rather quickly when Brenda was offered a position with another ministry in Nanaimo.
Brenda was appointed Apiary Inspector of Vancouver Island
and Gulf Islands in 2007. At the time, we had also been seeking a second position for the district but had difficulty in attracting the right person. Brenda immediately expressed interest in taking on the inspection services for the entire district.
This was a demanding task involving the delivery of extension services to a large number of beekeepers over a huge
area. As if that was not enough, Brenda also decided to organize and present beekeeping courses each year, be involved in
field days, attended local beekeeper club meetings, and carry
out a research project on disease-resistant bee stock.
With so much energy and involvement, it was not surprising
that a seasonal, part-time position as Apiary Inspector was
eventually not enough for Brenda and I am glad for her to
have found a full-time, permanent position in Nanaimo near
her home on Gabriola Island. I would like to thank Brenda for
her dedication and enthusiasm in serving the beekeepers of
Vancouver Island for so many years.
Paul van Westendorp
Provincial Apiculturist

Brenda Jager – Moving On
As many Vancouver Island beekeepers already know, Brenda Jager resigned from her position of Apiary Inspector last
May. This was not entirely a surprise as she had indicated her
search for a permanent, full time position. Everything went
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FLYING DUTCHMAN
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Vancouver Island Pollination Services

6124 Metral Dr., Nanaimo BC V9T 2L6 1-877-390-6890 Phone 250-390-2313
Fax 250-390-5180
E-mail: flydutch@telus.net Stan & Cheryl Reist
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Marker Assisted Selection Project Update
by Leonard J. Foster
with contributions from Shelley Hoover, Marta Guarna,
Rob Currie, Steve Pernal and the Bee IPM team.
After more than six years of work we are finally starting to see
some results of our selective breeding program but hopefully
this isn’t the end! Shelley Hoover presented our latest data at
the AGM in September and it was immensely gratifying to
see everything coming together. Recall that at the beginning
we set out to identify protein molecules whose levels were
correlated with Hygienic Behaviour (HB). This is analogous
to how the level of glucose in your blood is linked to diabetes
or to how the level of PSA is linked to prostate cancer but
not to how a mutation in BRCA2 is linked to breast cancer.
Mutations in BRCA2 change the function of a protein but not
the amount of protein itself. But I digress.
Over several years we identified a handful of different proteins
whose levels were correlated with HB. We then decided to test
whether we could use the levels of these proteins measured
across many different colonies to guide a selective breeding
program that was carried through three rounds of breeding
(called MAS for Marker-Assisted Selection). To evaluate
how bees selected in this way performed, we compared them
against three different groups of bees: 1) bees selectively
bred in parallel using standard HB testing (called FAS for
Field-Assisted Selection), 2) bees from the original starting
population that were propagated but not selectively bred
(called BEN for Benchmark bees), and 3) bees imported from
New Zealand (NZ). These different groups of bees were then
tested in several different ways:
Commercial beekeeping: roughly a dozen queens of each of
FAS, MAS and BEN queens were distributed to twelve large
commercial operations in BC, AB, SK and MB (southern AB
producers also got NZ queens). These beekeepers span the
range of business models, from mainly pollinators to mainly
honey producers. We asked the beekeepers to put these bees
to work in their own operations and largely left them alone.
Those data are not all back yet but one measure of note that we
have received from them is their honey yields (Fig. 1), which
show no difference between any of the bees. This is important
because it shows that there is no cost to other important traits
of selecting for disease resistance behaviours like HB.
Fig. 1. Honey production measured from
commercial producers’ colonies

Economic experiment: Steve Pernal (Beaverlodge), Shelley
Hoover (Lethbridge) and Rob Currie (Winnipeg) each took
nearly 80 colonies headed by queens of each of the MAS,
FAS, BEN and NZ lines. Detailed assessments were carried
out from May 2013 to May 2014, including mite, Nosema,
American Foulbrood (AFB) and virus levels, honey
production and winter mortality. Again the MAS and FAS
bees were just as good as any others with honey production
(Fig. 2) and when the colonies went into winter quite healthy,
the mortality rates were consistent across all lines. We are
still analyzing the disease states of these bees so those data
should be interesting, although all colonies were quite healthy
anyway so it may be difficult to see differences between the
lines.
Fig. 2. Average honey production across the
four lines in controlled apiaries (N = 232)

Disease challenge: Hygienic bees should really come into
their own when challenged with high disease levels. To test
their response to both AFB and Varroa, Steve Pernal and Rob
Currie took bees from the first round of selective breeding
(F1) and from the third round of selective breeding (F3) to
challenge with Varroa (Winnipeg) and AFB (Beaverlodge).
For AFB, comb with high levels of scale was used to
inoculate MAS, FAS BEN and NZ colonies and then survival
was assessed the following spring. Most of the BEN and NZ
colonies died (70% and 77% respectively) but MAS (39%)
and FAS (57%) did substantially better! For Varroa, the four
lines were infested in the late spring/early summer and the
infection rates reached 20 to 30% infection rates (!) by the fall
and then mortality was assessed in the spring. As you can see
in Fig. 3, MAS and FAS had a much higher survival rate than
BEN or NZ bees.

Wanted:

Honey in Barrels • Bee Pollen • Honey Comb

Dew Fresh Honey

Osoyoos, B.C.
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Cell: 250-485-2924

Fig. 3. Percent winter survival of colonies challenged with
20 to 30% Varroa rates the previous fall.

Maximize Spring Build-up
and Colony Health
Feed ready-made patties from

GLOBAL PATTIES

I think that we still have more to learn from our data and
we certainly have more analysis to do but at this point I
feel comfortable saying that this whole endeavour has been
enormously successful! In the words of Steve and Shelley,
when things are good there is no apparent downside to bees
selected in this way and when things are bad (e.g., high Varroa
or AFB), they do far better than imports or even ‘normal’
Canadian bees. Of course, one would hope that these bees
would never see the high mites or AFB they were exposed to
in this experiment because their behaviour should never let it
grow to that level.
So what is next? Well, we have more plans, which I will
explain below, but some of you may be wondering if you
can access either the test we have developed or the bees
themselves. We hope to have identified where you can get
these by the next issue so stay tuned. For the test itself, we are
planning to offer it through UBC’s core facility next spring, if
you are interested in using it. Please contact me to talk about
if this would be suitable for you – remember that you really
need to be testing at least dozens of different colonies to have
a chance of finding any that test positive. And of course you
will also need a way to close mate those colonies that you do
identify. During this first year, we would like to work with
you, if you are willing and if we can find funding, to do the
HB field assay to confirm the effectiveness of the test and
the selection. I am hoping that we can offer the test for $50/
colony but I would also be interested in co-applying for some
money to try to help a few interested breeders get started with
this so once again, please contact me. Email is best (foster@
chibi.ubc.ca).
As for what we want to do next, well, we are really buoyed
by these data and are starting to think bigger. The real beauty
of marker-assisted selection is that one can test for many
different markers simultaneously and for the same cost as
testing for one marker. So, if we had markers for other traits
(e.g., honey production, winter survival, mite grooming, etc)
then we could be selecting for several things simultaneously.
This brings the cost down substantially versus testing for all
those things separately but it also increases the power because
you can ensure that you select for what you are interested
in without selecting against other valuable traits. Our whole
team, together with Amro Zayed in Toronto, is seeking more
money from Genome Canada now to try to take this to the
next level and we hope that we can share this journey with
you as well. ❀

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate
for good build-up and large honey crops.
Feed patties to ensure colony health,
fast build-up and maximum production.

Learn more at www.globalpatties.com
and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free
or email mike@globalpatties.com

Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease

Proudly owned by Canadian beekeePers

bee Maid buys light
and dark beeswax
at competitive prices.

we can handle your sugar
requirements. dry or liquid
– small lots or trailer loads.

Top QualiTy producTs for Beekeepers
• Foundation
• Queen Rearing Supplies
• Beekeepers Apparel & Tools

• Hive Equipment
• Novelties
• Honey Containers

• Extracting Equipment
• Medications & Treatments
• Packaged Bees & Queens

Contact your nearest outlet:
Alberta Honey
Producers Co-operative
70 Alberta Avenue, Box 3909
Spruce Grove, AB T7X 3B1
780.962.5573

Manitoba Cooperative
Honey Producers
625 Roseberry Street
Winnipeg, MB R3H 0T4
204.783.2240 ext. 228

Bee Maid
Honey
Highway #3
Tisdale, SK S0E 1T0
306.873.2521

Shop online at: www.beemaidbeestore.com
www.beemaid.com
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This column is a place where all beekeepers are encouraged to both ask questions and
give answers. It has been said that if you ask three beekeepers a question, you will get
four different answers, so readers will have to take answers under careful
consideration. Beekeepers are encouraged to respond to answers when
their thoughts may differ.

An important thing to always keep in mind is the wide range of environmental
conditions we encounter in our province. It's best to be cautious when taking
advice for your bees, and to take into consideration where that advice is coming
from. Always consult experienced, successful beekeepers in your area.
Please send questions and responses to the editor at BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com.

Q: Is 10 percent pollen sufficient when spring feeding my A: I am most reluctant to open up bees
bees commercial pollen patties?

A: Certainly 10% natural pollen in the patty is sufficient provided the colony is fed sufficient patties. However, I have
found the higher the pollen content, the more readily the bees
utilize the pollen patty. As an experiment, I placed both a 10%
and a 15% pollen patty in a few hives. The 15% patties were
completely taken while the 10% were barely touched. Eventually the 10% patties were consumed as well.

~ Lance Cuthill, Cranbrook, BC
A: Hard to say. First do you
need the patties in the first place?
I bought patties, and I built 100
pollen traps and collected pollen
and made 100% pollen patties
to feed in the spring because it
was recommended. However,
in
my area, if you start to feed
in late August and continue
as
required to achieve your wintering weight in September, the
bees will bring in pollen and put
it under that food. In my case, I had so much pollen that in
the spring I had spotty brood. This is caused by unconsumed
pollen left in cells where the queen will not lay. Gradually,
in two more cycles the pollen gets consumed and the spotty
brood disappears. Since I figured this out many years ago, I
never bought patties again and I sold all of my pollen traps. I
recommend you to try it on a few hives. It may save you a lot
of money. 
~ Bill Ruzicka, Kelowna, BC
A: 100% is best if there’s no chalkbrood in it, but I would

be happy with 10%. We rarely have a pollen dearth once it
becomes available in the spring.

~ Jon Aebischer, Vanderhoof, BC

Q: What is the coldest temperature at which I can safely
open up my bees to see if they are alive?

12
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in really cold temperatures (-10 and colder) without a good reason for doing so,
e.g. the colony weight tells me the bees
are low on food and not likely to survive without feeding them (dry sugar). If
proper winter setup has been done earlier,
there should be little need for a beekeeper
to open a hive to see if the bees are alive.
Often listening and feeling air temperature at a top opening will let you know if
the bees are alive
.~ Lance Cuthill

A: Why do you want to look? DEAD

are dead, and the weak ones will be hurt by the cold. Robbing strong colonies to boost weak ones never pays off and
it mostly harms the strong hives. Deal with hive strength in
early April when it is time to prepare for pollination. At this
time you should apply your mite treatment to prevent Varroa
re-infestation and clean your hives. 
~ Bill Ruzicka

A: If we wait for a perfect winter day it won’t happen. Around
0 degrees on a sunny day, no wind preferred. For quick peeks
only. We easily have snow until late April. ~ Jon Aebischer

Q: If my bees die over the winter, how can I determine the
cause?

A: Some bees dying over

the winter is natural. All the
bees dying is not. Starvation
in cold winter climates is
common and easily determined by noting that there
is little or no honey left in
the combs and hundreds of
bees are found dead, headfirst into the empty cells. A
second common reason is
that the cluster has moved

to one side of the super and was unable (likely due to prolonged cold) to move back across to the food. Multiple pathogen caused deaths exist: e.g. nosema and Varroa induced viruses that can result in overwinter losses. Verification relies on
lab testing.
~ Lance Cuthill

A: Answer THESE QUESTIONS. If you answer any with

“NO”, you caused the hive mortality.
1) Did your bees occupy at least 80% of their housing?
2) Did you go into winter with a NEW queen? (Reared that
summer and established in the hive for at least all of August).
3) Did your hive have the proper wintering weight at the
end of August, and if not, did you feed your hive to the proper
wintering weight by the end of September?
4) Did you treat for Varroa and Tracheal mites in April?
5) Did you treat for Varroa at the end of August?
If you answer all questions with YES than the Lord took them
and it is not your fault. 
~ Bill Ruzicka

A: Look at the combs, at the stores and at any brood situation
to CSI.

~ Jon Aebischer

Q: Does honey with

a higher water content rise to the top
of a full tank or settle to the bottom?

Q: When is the best time to attempt to use checker boarding in order to prevent swarming?

A: I went to Google and researched this topic. It sounds like
a little too much work but it may prevent swarming. The reasons given are correct. However, your hive is still left with
the old queen. Splitting the hive at the end of May and rearing a new queen from a cell bought from a reputable BEE
BREEDER will stop swarming and produce honey. In August
you can kill the old queen and put the two colonies together
for the winter. 
~ Bill Ruzicka

A: I prefer to bottom super or give an extra brood super if

A: Using a refrac-

tometer, I have tested
honey in individual
frames, coming out
of the extractor, and again in the storage tank a few days later.
The readings varied from 14% to 16.5% in the frames and at
the extractor gate. The honey at the tank gate was consistently
an average of the first samples. As honey naturally absorbs
moisture, I suspect mixing honeys of different moisture contents below 17% results in averaging the moisture content.
Perhaps the more important issue is to avoid extracting honey
with a moisture content above 17%, as doing so can lead to
fermentation in the honey. 
~ Lance Cuthill

A: According to the laws of physics, watery honey is lighter

than good honey and it will stay at the top if poured in later.
However, in reality it will mix in with other honey during extraction and processing. 
~ Bill Ruzicka

A: It should rise (it’s lighter). uncertain of the scenario.


~ Jon Aebischer

Beekeeping Equipment and Glassware
•
•
•
•

Canadian Made Wooden Ware
Dominion and Grimm Glassware
Country Rubes Screened Bottom Boards
And Other Exciting Products

Quality Supplies from Two Friendly Beekeepers
in North Vancouver
778-237-8711
www.twobeesapiary.com ~ twobeesapiary@shaw.ca

swarming is a concern. I checked 3 or 4 YouTubes and wikipedia and just got confused by this term. The intent seems
more likely to be used successfully when a first honey super
gets full. Spreading open this first full super would allow a
type of chimney effect to open the store pathways. I must be
lazy. Bottom supering seems fine. 
~ Jon Aebischer ❀

supplies & education

We will be moving to our
NEW LOCATION
January 2015!
Full retail location.
No appointments
necessary.
New and exciting classes with
an expanded selection of products.
We have a new FREE pickup location in
VICTORIA B.C.
Prepay on Paypal or over the phone and your order can be
picked up the next day!!
We still offer our free pickups in Abbotsford, Burnaby,
Cloverdale, Richmond, Vancouver and Whistler

Keep an eye on our website for details
www.urbanbeesupplies.ca
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Successful Beekeeping Strategies from an
Experienced Bee Breeder – Part Two
by Bill Ruzicka PEng.,
Commercial Bee Breeder in Kelowna, B.C.
Poverty is the mother of all inventions, and man learns
by experience: How to winter 72 – 8 frame colonies in one
circle of 6 towers, each housing 12 colonies, in insulated
boxes.
In the August issue you read about how we prepare our
hives for winter. In this issue we will go through the long line
of changes that took me to the successful wintering system
I’m using today. But remember, without the August prep and
mite treatment, no kind of packing can do miracles. It is the
whole process which saves your bees.
In 1980 the 100 hive outfit I bought had 22 live hives. My
mentor wintered his hives in groups of 4, wrapped and covered with paper backed 3 ½” fiberglass insulation. On top was
a ¼” tar coated piece of plywood bent over 4 feeder pails under insulation, and tied with ropes in a dome. In the snow it

look like heaps of hay forgotten in the field.
As a young buck who “knows better”, I did the same thing,
but put all 22 hives in two rows back to back, side to side. I put
the feeders on top. Not having enough money for plywood, I
found an old tarp and covered the whole thing and tied it down
using old tires like the guys use on hay.
The first thing I learned from this experience was about
drifting. At the end of each big pack I had 4 extremely strong
colonies, then some weaker and some extremely weak in the
middle. I also learned that the insulation would be unusable
for the next year, and that you can boost weak hives from the
strong ones. Additionally, I learned that carrying single hives
into pollination is very hard work, which I will not do again.
Therefore I had to come up with another system. Fortunately
the place I worked as an engineer, Western Star Truck Plant,
had a lot of scrap pallets, odd sizes of plywood, short 2x4s and
much more. My grad paper was written on the use of aircraft
scrap material in other sectors of the national industry, sort
of like ‘Simply Sanford and Son’ if you remember that show.
I also bought 100 packages and decided to go commercial.
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I brought in a D8 and carved up a big flat bee yard on my
property and started to utilize the scrap from Western Star.
All of the pieces were smaller and odd to use in construction,
they were low quality or eastern hardwood, but well suited for
beekeeping as you see in the pictures. Transmission pallets
were the best for hive supports, they were a foot high to accommodate shafts and being of eastern hardwood, many are
still in use now.
I promised myself I was never again going to carry hives
one by one into orchards. I converted my old 1961 GM into a
¾ tonne rear-axle, installed a hydraulic system with an electric command, and set up the “4 pack” system. The plywood
from the plant and other wood scraps made the bottom boards
and migratory covers for 2 and 4 hive packs. Experience: 4
packs weigh 800 lbs and cannot be stolen. They also cannot be
moved without a crane. Doubles can be lifted by two men and
used in pairs as 4 packs, but 2 men can carry a double and only
one got stolen in those years. The plywood from the plant was
also great to make the winter boxes. As you can see in the next
picture they were reworked
many times.
The first version was for
the double high with the
feeder pail on top. Experience: Temperature and air
pressure changes pushed
and spilled feed out,
drowning weak colonies.
I also started to experiment with wintering nucs
and decided to use standard deep frames for nucs.
On the lower picture you
see how I made 3 colour,
3 frame units in one box,
with ¼” slots for divider boards and dry top feeders. I fed the
main hives early and put the nucs on top of the main hives,
but that required building the wintering boxes taller to accommodate the insulation blanket on top and providing entrances
for 6 nucs in a row in the front.This one was finally reworked
into an insulation blanket storage box, but shows the 4 sides
and the insulation.
Experience: Not too great. Try something else.
I was dissatisfied with the
feeder pails and needed nucs, so
I created a wooden inner feeder
replacing 2 standard frames.
When put in the middle position,
on a standard bottom board, with
a strip of carpet blocking the
gap under the feeder, I had 2 - 4
frame mating nucs. Please note
that the feeder has two compartments joined by a ½” gap under
the centre divider and that the
top half is open to the right and

the closer one to the left. The higher
sides form the letter “S” so when a carpet is put on the top the two nucs are
sealed separately (this is the same design used by Kirk Webster and others).
We would have 550 of these, providing
1100 mating units to ensure our new
generation, after the old queens were
sold with swarms (I will write about that
in the May issue). If one did not mate,
we just moved the feeder to the side and
had an 8 frame colony. If both mated,
we caught and sold one and then made
an 8 framer with the other.
Here you see it in the current use. The
feeder can be moved to any position,
creating a 6 frame wintering unit from
a 3 frame mating nuc, with a 2 frame
space behind the feeder through which
I could feed the lower hive through a
1 ½” hole plugged by a screen. Please
note the screened entrance which is 2”
wide x 3/8” high.
We wintered our 560 hives in 2

deeps, with a 6 framer on top, in our
winter boxes for many years. We fed
both colonies in late February to early
March, moving the feeder back and
adding 2 frames to the 6 frame unit to
have an 8 frame pollination unit in early
April.
This lasted until 1996 when the disaster struck. A beekeeper from the
Peace River region had a Kelowna
beekeeper winter 500 of his hives and
use them for pollination, and he left his
partner infected with AFB. The guy in
Kelowna was not too careful and by
mid-summer his 100 hives were fully
infected and committed to burn by the
local inspector. He wanted to save them,
so he went to get a burning permit which
he knew would be denied. The infected
comb was eventually buried in the garbage dump. They dug a hole for the first
load and buried it. There was no hole for
the second and third load so they were
dumped into the garbage. Unfortunate-

ly, I had a yard with 40 honey producing
and 40 - 6 framers just on the East side
of the dump, about a ¼ mile from the
dump site. My main breeding yard with
40 honey producing colonies and 100 6 framers was ½ mile to the West, and
the Gorge yard and home yard were 1
mile to the West and the North.
At 4pm I received a call from the
dump foreman: “Bill please come, all
my people are being killed by bees.”
When I arrived, there was the biggest
black cloud of bees over the dumped
equipment, robbing it. Having just a veil
with me, I got on the D-8 and smashed
all the bee equipment and bees and buried it under other garbage. I went home
and mixed a barrel of light feed with
Oxytet and started to drench the hives in
all 4 of my yards each week, checking
them and burning the few I suspected of
still being infected.
Oxytet will not cure AFB, but it will
prevent infecting 4-7 day old larva, and
also prevent the formation of scales
as long as it is present. Once you stop
treating, if there are scales, the spread
of AFB will be fast. We decided to feed
Oxytet until late fall but withdrew it after that and did not feed into February.
In the past, the February – March
feeding was mainly done to feed the different drugs (for foulbrood, nosema...),
but our goal was to have a totally clean
outfit. I decided not to feed Oxytet in order to be able to check for scales in the
coming spring. If I did not want to feed
the drugs then there was not much point
in plowing out the yards and disturbing
the colonies at this time of year. Therefore, I decided not to feed at all and instead increased the wintering weight of
the doubles and gave 8 frames to the top
units instead of the usual 6 that we were
running.
In late March I had our provincial
apiarist summon all BC inspectors and
we went through all the colonies comb
by comb: We were clean. Experience:
All bad things sometimes produce a
good result. I never fed in February March again. I just feed to my wintering weight for doubles and wintered the
8 framers on top. This brings us to the
next section...
Winter packing and ventilation:
Truths, myths, and the laws of physics.
When I was taking apart the winter
packs in spring, I noticed that the top 8

framers were in many instances much
stronger than the double colonies below. They did not have any moisture
problems, regardless of the fact that
the screened holes which should have
provided warm air from lower colonies
were plugged and sealed.
The only difference was that the
lower colonies had winter entrances and
wood top covers acting also as bottoms
for the nucs. The nucs did have carpets
on top, and there was a 3 1/2” fiberglass
insulation pillow on top for all 4 units.
They were all in a winter pack covered
by asphalt painted plywood.
It was the time to put my thinking
cap on, remember the meteorology lessons of my flying days, and the adiabatic functions of gases of my university
years.
Ask yourself some questions: Why
do we have winter entrances? The only
reason I could accept was that in the
lands of winter blizzards the lower entrance can get plugged, and bees can use
the upper entrance to go for cleansing
flights. In years of early spring feeding I
also practiced the cleaning of lower entrances. There was some debris but the
entrances never got plugged by snow.
Therefore that reason did not apply.
Here is another question: Will you
open the front door and upper window
and leave it open for the whole winter in
your house? I would not! It would cost
me a fortune in heating. Why do we do
it to the bees?
The winter entrance and winter cover with its space above the tops of the
frames, creates a stove and chimney
out of the hive. The colony and cluster
are the heater, the fuel is honey, and
the heated air is going out the chimney
- “the winter entrance”. The myth…
someone told us that this takes the moisture out of the hives. The Truth: In my
early years needing money I offered the
removal of feral colonies in trees and
walls. I helped to cut down two trees.
All had a lot of bees and honey but only
one entrance, usually at the bottom. On
one occasion, in the wall of an old cold
storage house, where the double wall
was 2 feet apart and filled with saw
dust that had settled down, there were
two knot holes but the upper one was
plugged with propolis.
I also saw colonies hanging under
rock overhangs in the deserts of Arizona. Do you know how cold it gets there?
But combs are attached directly to the
rock, there is no space above the combs,
Volume 30, #4 wiNTER 2014/2015
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so each space between combs has its own heat control. Fresh
air enters at the bottom and gets heated to the brood temperature of 34-35 °C. I do not know if the bees know the laws
of physics but they apply. As many times as they heat the air
up, that same many times they lower the relative humidity of
air. Bees get in nice dry fresh air, and a lot of times they have
to bring in water to maintain the 55% humidity required by
brood, otherwise the larva will dry up and die.
I confirmed this in designing MiteGone. I measured the
temperature between the frame and the wall of the hive adjacent to the next hive in April, when the outside temperatures
were as low as below freezing in the morning; the humidity at
the entrance was 100%, and as high as 25°C and 40% humidity in late mid-day. The temperature inside was a constant of
26 - 28 °C and 55% humidity in strong hives, covering most
of the upper box combs.
At the same time I was conducting a test of “winter entrance function”. To be scientifically and statistically correct
all 560 lower hives in all of the yards were divided into 2
groups, A & B.
Group A was wintered with a winter entrance, with existing
wood inner cover also acting as an upper colony bottom board
without any screen connection, and 1” upper entrance holes in
the winter box were open.
Group B was wintered without a winter entrance, were given carpet on top of the hive with upper colony on it, and the
winter entrance holes in the winter packs were permanently
plugged and insulated. To eliminate location position and yard
differences, in each yard one circle of 20 hives had group A in
the inside circle, and in the other on the outside.
Results: While none of the strong hives in either group
had any problems with moisture, the hives with winter entrances (Group A) consumed 90-95% of their stores, while
those without winter entrances (Group B) had 25-30% of their
stores left (the equivalent of 2-3 frames). Our winter losses
were 5-7%, and in weak and dead colonies other problems
like mildew and rot were occasionally found.
Experience: Winter entrances in our area do not provide
any help with moisture control, and cause large consumption
of stores. Please note that the bottom of the Okanagan Valley
is prone to valley cloud with miserable, ugly, foggy and wet
weather below the cloud and sunny and cold up above, it saves
our orchards from freezing. I have not used winter entrances
since then.
Where is the moisture problem coming from? The answer is CONDENSATION.
In feral colonies and in my hives the air enters by the bottom entrance. As it is heated it becomes nice and dry, and is
wetted to 55%. Warm used (humidified) air is heavier than
fresh air coming in, and falls down and is exhausted by the
bottom entrance. Just last week I talked to people on Vancouver Island who were asking how their insulated hives, without
winter entrances but with fully open screened bottoms, will
affect the MiteGone acid treatment? It will lower the efficacy,
but the use of monitoring trays will increase it. I asked if they
have moisture problems and they said no. I agree: Both hive
walls and tops are kept warm, so condensation cannot occur
and wet heavy air flows out at the bottom.
What happens in an uninsulated hive with a winter entrance? The air enters in at the bottom and gets heated and
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absorbs moisture. When this air gets into contact with the cold
outside walls or the inner or top covers, the moisture in the
air condenses on these surfaces and drips back onto the bees
causing the problems we are all familiar with.

How to winter 72 – 8 frame colonies (singles) in one circle
of 6 towers each housing 12 colonies in insulated boxes.
On the 20th of September at 9 am, all hives were uncovered, and the summer covers were loaded to go home. They
were all treated and fed to wintering weight and were ready
to be packed.

The first row of 4 hives in the pack are on standard bottom
boards, that have been cleaned and leveled so that the towers
are straight and solid. All of the other hives are on nuc bottoms, housing 8 frame colonies with their frame feeder filling
out the extra space. As the hives are brought in, any light ones
are fed for the last time, and the towers grow up to 3 stories
high and 12 colonies per pack.

The winter packs are brought in and assembled around
them. The narrow front styrofoam panels are screwed onto
the side of the colonies with 4 screws and a plywood panel is
added. You can see from the images some of the older panels
and beat up styrofoam. It is finished off with 3 ½” insulation
batts on top.

Here you have it finished. A yard with top covers, surrounded by a bear fence activated by 27,000 volts. For those
who have just 2 hives you can make the winter pack out of a
styrofoam insulated box with a 3 ½” fiberglass top blanket in a
garbage bag which is all rated at R-12. ❀

Hanefelds’ Honey Farm
Nassenheider Fill-up

Price: $2,595. Includes shipping

The bottler for honey and other
liquids with higher viscosity. Compact,
versatile, affordable and reliable.
Single Story Hives for Sale
Available in May
2014 Queens,
5 Frames of Brood $250

Contact Fred @ Phone & Fax: 604-856-8937
E-mail: FKOH@telus.net
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Canadian Honey Council
I would like to take this opportunity
to say thank you for the confidence in
electing me to represent the BCHPA
at the national level. I have been there
before and enjoyed working with the
elected members from across Canada. It was very rewarding to see the
Stan Reist,
On Farm Food Safety project come to
Canadian
Honey Council fruition, with a great deal of thanks to
Tim Townsend.
Cheryl and I have been active
members in the BCHPA since the time we started in bees. I
have held the positions of North Island Representative, First
Vice President and President on the BCHPA Executive. As
a member and President of the Nanaimo Division, we have
hosted an AGM, with the support of the Nanaimo club. There
are also the fall fairs where you get to interact with the public. The Nanaimo Club put on some very good displays for a
number of years, picking up awards for doing so. Cheryl and I
own the Flying Dutchman Bee business on Vancouver Island
which sells beekeeping supplies, bees in the spring and honey all year long; we also do lots of pollination in the spring.
We travel to all the Island clubs and enjoy the fellowship and
questions that come from the beekeepers, and are glad to pass

GOOD THINGS
COME IN SMALL PACKAGES

Glass Jars
in a variety
of Sizes and Shapes

along our knowledge. After a two year break from monthly
meetings and conference calls, I’m back to doing it again. It's
going to take a bit to get my feet wet in the new position but
with Gerry’s help that should work out okay.
In terms of my priorities while I am working for the
BCHPA in this position, I think it is appropriate to recognize
that everyone’s priorities are bee health and hive loss. There
are also the ongoing pesticide issues.
I have done a lot of reading in the last month, and there are
some interesting discussions going on in regards to what we
are doing right and what we are doing wrong; at this point,
it’s a read and think process. I am a little disheartened with
the pointing fingers between small scale and commercial beekeeping, and who is more diligent in looking after their stock.
There is no doubt that the livelihood of commercial beekeepers is a prime driving factor.
I like Medhat’s annual IPM in February, and I think more
people should attend. The speakers are excellent, the topics
timely and it gets your brain thinking. Probably the most important thing for us right now is learning and understanding
the other guys position. In other words from where I sit, you
are 500 miles in a different direction, but we are all affected.
How do we come to terms? ❀

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
2098 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, BC V0X 1C2

Blair & Cheryl Tarves

BC BRED QUEENS • NUCS
BREEDING STOCK
April 15 - Sept. 15

Phone 250-499-2555

Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.

Honey
Equipment
Bees

✧ New & Used beekeeping equipment
✧ Honey
✧ Ezyloaders
(Beekeeper Model 300 now available)
Ph: 204 662 4401 Fax: 204 662 4547
Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com

Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing
(604) 270-0111
#4 - 7100 River Rd, Richmond, BC V6X 1X5
www.richardspackaging.com
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Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill

Box 100
Bulyea, Saskatchewan
SOG 0L0

Phone: 306-725-4820
Fax: 306-725-3193
www.lambacres.ca

National Bee Health Forum
by Gerry McKee,
outgoing CHC Representative
On Friday October 3rd, the second full meeting of the Bee
Health Forum took place in OtGerry McKee
tawa. Over 32 stakeholders participated including growers, seed
and agricultural suppliers, chemical producers, organic growers and government agencies from both provincial and federal
levels. Representing beekeepers in addition to myself were
Grant Hicks, the Canadian Honey Council's (CHC) Chair of
Bee Health, and Jean-Pierre Chapleau, of CHC's Pesticide
Committee. Co-chairs were Susie Miller, Director General of
Strategic Planning and Analysis, Agriculture Canada (AAFC)
and Rod Scarlett, Executive Director of the CHC.
A Strategic Plan was agreed to as well as terms of reference. Most importantly, the forum agreed (and AAFC as well)
that the forum should be a recognized “Roundtable”. As a
formally recognized Roundtable on Bee Health, there are numerous benefits. First and foremost, there is now a working
secretariat within the Department of Agriculture in Canada
to provide administrative support for subsequent action plans
and implementation.
The Co-chairs plan to meet with the Deputy Agriculture
Ministers at the Federal-Provincial meetings. Within AAFC,
bee health issues now receive a greater priority and while bee
health is still the focus, issues that are on the periphery such
as labour, pollination and honey production will now receive
greater attention.
The strategic plan will become a public document after all
forum participants have their constituents review some minor
changes that were made. With the adoption of the strategic
plan, a number of action committees were formed and action
plans will be developed in short order.
Two priority items that were identified in the Strategic
Plan:
1. Increase the range of registered pest control options to treat
Varroa mites and other parasites: Committee of six including
CHC, Provincial Apiarists of Alberta and Saskatchewan, Crop
Life Canada and in an advisory capacity, Pesticide Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) and the Pest Management
Centre (AAFC).
2. Reduce pesticides both inside and outside the hive affecting
honey bees: A committee of ten representing CHC, Crop Life
Canada, Canola Council of Canada, Grain Farmers of Ontario, Canadian Seed Trade, Federation of Commercial Food
Quebec, Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Alberta Ministry of
Agriculture and PMRA in an advisory capacity.
Other committees will be working on the following items:
1. Continue work on the economic analysis of honey bees as
pollinators, including context on the potential growth of demand for pollination with a provincial breakdown of projected pollinator needs and gaps, as well as a background section

illustrating the evolution of the industry;
2. National Controlled Pollinator Strategy Working Group to
define the proposed federal leadership role;
3. Research Strategy Working Group to develop a scope for a
research strategy;
4. Proceed with Harmonization of Best Management Practices for Apiculture project;
5. Establish priorities to put forward to the Pest Management
Centre during the prioritization meeting in March 2015;
6. Provincial governments to examine potential for a coordinated and standardized national approach to current disease/
pest monitoring and surveillance activities.
Although the momentum for the development of the National
Bee Health Roundtable could be attributed to the increasing
concern of modern agriculture’s overuse of pesticides, namely
the relatively new systemic neonicotinoids, there has been a
growing concern among beekeepers of the need for apiculture
to receive greater recognition in agriculture. The National
Bee Health Forum is the beginning of finding solutions to the
many challenges apiculture needs to overcome in both the immediate and future terms to ensure sustainability. The need for
plant protection products will continue and likely intensify as
growers increase food production for the world’s population.
Accountability in how we use these products in and outside
the hive is the key for protecting our pollinators. Beekeepers
have a critical role in managing their pesticides as do the other
stakeholders, including those developing policy and regulation enforcement.
There are Canadian models of collaboration where competing interests for limited resources have been accommodated through dialogue, patience and comprehensive planning.
The Canadian Boreal Forest Agreement is an example
where a commitment to science as the foundation for all planning, and the belief that a systems approach requiring time
consuming research and analysis along with effective dialogue among all stakeholders, can lead to positive outcomes.
Success of the National Bee Health Roundtable will rely on
the cooperation of competing interests, while striving to attain
economic gains respects the needs and rights of others for true
sustainability. ❀

Van and
Isle
Apiaries
Bee Products
NUCS • QUEENS
PACKAGES
Grant Stringer
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Tel 250-652-9834 Fax 250-665-6121
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3
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2014 BCHPA Annual Conference 
With the Richmond 2014 AGM behind us, the reins of the Association
were handed over to our new President
Catherine Culley of Victoria, First
Vice President Jeff Lee of New Westminster and Canadian Honey Council
Representative Stan Reist of Nanaimo. Thank you to Barry Denluck and
Gerry McKee for their participation
on the Executive. I would also like to
extend many thanks to the numerous
individuals who came forward and
assisted me during my two years as
President. The Association’s Annual
General Meeting and Educational Day
this year has received many glowing
reports from beekeepers around the
province who were in attendance.

Jean-Marc Ledorze
entertaining a full house

The success of the meeting is due to the hard work of all
those that volunteered their time to complete the huge
number of tasks required to put on such an event.
There were also many companies and individuals
who took out advertising in our conference booklet,
sponsored a refreshment break and donated items to the
auctions and we thank you. A special thank you to the 18
companies that participated in our trade show as many

A bustling Trade Show
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who attended the convention saw equipment they had only
heard or read about. We also thank those who support vendors by purchasing their equipment and ensuring that they
will return in future years.
I would also thank all those members who introduced
speakers and the presenters as well. If I have missed
someone I do apologize. For those who did not attend this
year’s conference the Comox Valley Beekeepers Association has agreed to sponsor the 2015 AGM. Jennifer Dilfer,
President of the Comox Club is already busy organizing
the event, so earmark your 2015 Calendar for the third
weekend in October to be in Comox.

~ Wayne Neidig

and AGM

Our new President
Jars of honey from around the province

Ready to be hypnotized?
Dr. Eric Mussen
shares his experience

The panel deliberates ...
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Achieving Wintering Success

As in many things, success in wintering honey bees comes
from knowledge, good planning, careful execution of those
plans, and careful scheduling. Luck certainly plays a part in it,
but to a large extent, beekeepers make their own luck.
Successful wintering requires time and money, and some
hard work now, but if that effort is not made, unsuccessful
wintering will require time, money and hard work next spring
--and obviously good wintering pays much better. You can
pay now, or you can pay later.
What are the key ingredients to success in wintering honey
bees? There are three main influences at work: the bees
themselves, the environment, and the beekeeper. There is an
interaction between these three factors, and unless they all add
up to contribute to your wintering success, that success is less
than certain.

The same applies in beekeeping; no matter how carefully a
beekeeper tells you how he or she does something, there is no
substitute for being there and watching. Little details can be
vitally important There is, however, one very serious pitfall to
observing a number of good beekeepers and trying to emulate
them. Many bee-ginners visit experienced beekeepers and
observe carefully, but then go home and decide that they will
take the best of all the systems they have seen, and devise
their own. This seems like a good idea, but almost always
results in disaster --sooner or later --because there are hidden
factors that they don’t consider.
Successful systems for wintering vary widely and may
seem very different at first glance, but they all have one
thing in common: they must satisfy the basic requirements
for bees to be comfortable in winter, and not be vulnerable to
unexpected events.
Any proven system is a system, not just a collection of
ideas. Each and every part of a good system meshes with
the other parts under varying conditions to achieve success
year after year, cold winter or warm winter, long winter or
short winter. Success for just one year does not prove a thing.
Choose one system that has worked well in your district over
many years, and then copy it as closely as you can.

Know your Environment
Probably the very best advice anyone can give to any
beekeeper who wants to winter bees successfully is this: get
to know the neighbour beekeepers. Go to bee meetings and
make friends. That way you will know what the unique local
challenges are, and also will know sooner if a new beekeeping
problem turns up in your district. Find out who always has
good wintering (and remember that it is not necessarily the
one who claims to do so) and try to get invited over to see
their bees.
Most beekeepers are happy to show off their bees to an
appreciative audience, so if you are polite and considerate, you
will be invited back. If you can, make sure you visit the most
successful neighbours in their bee yards at least four times
during the year, at times like splitting, extracting, feeding, etc.
if possible. Then go home and put what you learned to use.
When you visit, don’t just ask questions, watch carefully
and look around. Think like a detective. Good beekeepers
often don’t always exactly know, consciously, what they
are doing; they just do it, and do it right. They often cannot
explain what they are doing, so you have to watch. Sometimes
their success is due to good luck, sometimes it is due to good
management, and sometimes it is just due to good instinct at
work. That part doesn’t matter, the results are what count,
and careful observation can help you learn their ‘secrets’ and
duplicate their success People often talk about grandma’s
cookie recipe and how, no matter how carefully they have
followed her written recipes, they find that their own cookies
never taste quite as good as hers. People often suspect that
grandma was cagey and left something out on purpose, just to
keep her secret. Maybe so, in some cases, but often as not, it
never occurred to grandma that someone following the recipe
wouldn’t know how she greases the pan or what brand of
sugar she uses. That part was never mentioned.

Know Your bees
Good wintering begins with good bees. We’ll talk another
time about health and other factors, but one thing stands out
above the rest: If your bees are not of a type that is suited to
wintering, all your other efforts will be in vain. If you happen
to have good wintering bees, you may succeed beautifully
even if you make a few mistakes.
Are your current bees from a stock known to winter well
in your area? Some bee stock simply will not winter well in
regions that have a long, cold winter. Other stock will winter
in such regions with a minimum of fuss and come out looking
good. I have seen strains of otherwise very good bees that
consistently suffered 90% winter losses while another stock
--in exactly the same conditions --showed 90% success. No
amount of planning, feeding, insulating, medicating --or
praying --will make a non-wintering stock survive a severe
winter.
Be sure to select stock with a proven track record for your
area, and if you raise your own queens be certain to select
from hives that have wintered well and which also look good
in the spring. Of course you will want to select for some other
good qualities too. I had some bees years ago that wintered
beautifully, but never seemed to make much honey for me.
There are lots of good wintering bees available that make
honey, resist disease, and are reasonably gentle too. They can
be found by looking through ads in bee magazines, consulting
locally, and through checking with state bee extension
services.
If you decide to requeen to change to better wintering
stock, start early and remember that it takes many weeks for a
new queen’s offspring to completely replace the bees from the
previous queen. Last minute re-queening won’t change a hive
from poor wintering bees to good wintering bees overnight.
Even after the new strain of bees has replaced the original

by Allen Dick, Swalwell, AB. The article originally appeared
on his website at www.honeybeeworld.com. Reprinted with
permission.
Last issue we discussed why wintering is a critical part
of successful beekeeping. Now we continue to look at the
economics and start to examine factors we can control, or at
least manage, to improve wintering.
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stock in the hive, they may need time to reorganize the stores.
Bees that winter well often organize the brood chamber
differently from the less winter-hardy types.
Assuming the bees are of a good wintering type the other
big consideration is the condition of the queen. She should be
reasonably young and healthy, in her first or second season,
depending on your management. Normally we don’t need
to see her to know how she is doing. With some knowledge
of the hive’s history, a look at the bees and the brood, and a
comparison to other hives nearby, a conclusion can be reached
as to whether she is likely to make it through and be able to do
a good job in the spring. If in doubt, fall requeening may be
a good idea or, if the hive seems poor and weak compared to
others, combining it with another hive may be a good decision,
although old timers say that combining two poor hives just
results in one poor hive. In fall, such hives can be used to
boost a good nuc that is promising, but a little short on bees.

consistently fighting failure? Wintering preparations must all
be done on a tight schedule set by nature. Highly imaginative
people often have problems that less creative sorts never
experience. Usually success is simply a matter of timing and
of thoroughness. Those who are good listeners, can follow
instructions and can meet a schedule succeed. Those who
have trouble understanding or getting out and doing things on
time will fail
In my experience, the beekeepers who suffer the fewest
losses are those who understand and respect their bees, think
practically, and emphasize ‘what is’ over ‘what might be’, and
‘what works’, over ‘what should work’. They study, consult,
observe, and stick to proven methods for everything they do.
If they experiment --and every beekeeper does experiment
--they make limited tests and do not apply drastic changes in
equipment or techniques to their whole outfit until the new
idea is proven to work well, and for a while.

Know Yourself
No matter where we look, some beekeepers seem to have
consistently good luck wintering and others never seem to
break even. The winners span the spectrum from hobbyist
to professional and may choose to winter in single brood
chambers or in three standards.
Some choose to wrap their bees and restrict entrances, but
others – just as successful -may forego wrapping and choose to
augment the natural ventilation by propping up lids or adding
auger holes. Many different approaches work, depending on
the locale.
Why are some people consistently successful and others

Normal Winter Loss
Knowing what our losses are and comparing them to others
around us can help us improve our wintering. Most beekeepers
calculate their winter loss by counting up the dead hives and
figuring a percentage. Some loss – usually fluctuating under 10
or 20%, depending on the region and the year -- is considered
normal and acceptable, particularly if the surviving hives are
strong and healthy.
Zero loss would be ideal, but in any apiary there are always
a few hives that are not as good as the rest for a variety of
reasons. Sometimes this is obvious when it is time to prepare

continued on page 27...

BCHPA Certified Producer Program

BOONE HODGSON WILKINSON FUND

The Certified Producer program is designed to assist
BCHPA members sell their products by providing
special labeling that customers will come to recognize as
representing high quality honey, exclusively produced by
local beekeepers.

Funding the Study of Apiculture in British Columbia
Since 1965

Labels can now
be purchased by
Registered Certified
Producers only.
Lots consist
of groups of 1,000.
2,000 and less:
$0.05 per label
greater than 2000:
$0.04 per label
NOTE: lid seals are individually numbered for lot
tracking and some conditions apply to CP label
purchases - see BCHPA website for details
You can apply to the program
by downloading the application form from the
BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.com
Or contact Judy Campbell:
2595 Lefeuvre Road, Abbotsford, BC V4X 1L5
Email: jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com
Tel: 604-856-2125

Applications
are processed
during the winter
months.
For further
information
or donations
please contact:
SECRETARY-TREASURER
Dr. John Boone
3830 West 37th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6N 2W3
Tel 604-266-9301
jboone@telus.net
2014 DIRECTORS
John Boone
Ian Farber • Joe Lomond • Bob Meredith
CRA Registered Charity
Receipts for tax purposes will be issued
for donations of $20.00 or more.
Volume 30, #4 wiNTER 2014/2015

23

Life on Planet Bee
Planet Bee Honey Farm and Meadery
in Vernon BC is the only honey bee
education centre, honey farm and
meadery in the Interior. Owner and
creator Ed Nowek started building
the business in 1997 while living in
Armstrong, at the behest of a long time
dream of bringing the wonders of honey
bees to people. In 2003 he and his
family moved the business to Vernon,
and what started out as a honey bee
tourist attraction and country store, has
now also become a meadery as well one
of BC’s foremost manufacturers and
suppliers of apitherapy products.
By way of introduction, we’ll start
with a few excerpts from a profile done
by his daughter Olivia, which was
submitted as a case study for a tourism
course she took during her Graduate
program at Royal Roads University.
What began as a high school summer
job on the prairies of Alberta, Canada
would end up influencing the rest of Ed
Nowek’s life and career. Beekeeping
for over 15 years during the 1970s and
80s, Ed was exposed to, and eventually
inspired by, the diversity of these tiny
insects.
Ed developed a passion for sharing
his knowledge and life experiences with
bees with anyone willing to listen. He
soon discovered just how little people
seemed to know about these amazing
creatures, and the more he shared his
stories, the more passionate he became.
Although Ed left the industry to pursue
jobs in management and retail during
his 30s, he never stopped thinking about
and sharing his passion for honey bees
with others.
Ed’s desire to be his own boss, as well
as his ambitions of giving back to the
community and society finally combined
with his goals of sharing his fascination
with bees to become an entrepreneurial
vision. He felt as though bees were
undervalued and that there was much to
be learned about the healing and health
benefits of the products of the hive. He
recognized a groundswell of interest in
alternative health, with the conventional
health care system not meeting people’s
expectations.
Ed holds that humans stand to learn
a lot from honey bees. He did, and still
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does, believe that honey bees prove that
together we can achieve much more
than as individuals. When you look
at what a single bee can accomplish
in her lifetime, the production of a
single teaspoon of honey, it may seem
insignificant. However, by moving
beyond self-interest and working
collectively, the hive and colony
achieve amazing feats. Ed feels that
bees exemplify how we are all a part of
a larger society, and that sometimes, we
need to do what is best for the ‘colony’,

and not only our selves. This concept
would shape the development of Ed’s
new business plan.
In order to address what he saw as
a lack of understanding by the general
public towards honey bees, Ed began
talking with other beekeepers with
business savvy. There was, as he reflects,
a false sense of new competition entering
the honey and agri-tourism marketplace,
but Ed felt that by educating people of
the importance of bees, he would benefit
the entire industry immensely. He was
not there to steal business, he was there
to stimulate it for everyone, himself
included. In his own words, “I knew
that building our business, by educating
people, would increase business for our
industry”, and with this belief, he took
steps to put his plan into action.
Following the relocation in 2003,
Planet Bee Honey Farm grew at an
unforeseen pace, with year over year
increases in the 15-30 percent range,
and this momentum only continues to
grow. The store currently offers several
types of educational tours, as well as
products from the hive Ed believes
have health and healing benefits. He
has formulated several unique mixtures,
such as his Hive Healer Honey, shown
to aid people suffering from respiratory
ailments and allergies.

allow someone to devote time to elements of expansion.
I asked Ed when he will know that his ‘goals’ have been
achieved. His response reflects both altruistic aspects, and
personal ones. Ed would like to see a significant improvement
in honey bee mortality, as well as the beekeeping industry as
a whole. He asserts that this improvement must not only
be significant, but also sustained over several years. He
additionally wants to be able to look back on the success of
his business with pride and a sense of accomplishment.
Ed will know that he has succeeded if, despite his retirement,
people continue to seek him out for knowledge and advice
in matters relating to the beekeeping industry. He feels that
this would signify that he has contributed what he hoped to
contribute to the world of beekeeping. ~ Olivia Nowek
Recently, the collapse of honeybee colonies around
the world and growing fears regarding food security have
increased public awareness and concern for these creatures.
Like many beekeepers, Ed lost about 80 percent of his colonies
in the spring of 2009. Fortunately, he had the financial means
to recover those lost hives, unlike many in his struggling
industry. Ed was thrilled to be sought out as a source of insight
by numerous news agencies during this period, a fact which
makes him feel accomplished in his field. He does still feel
that there are many things he would like to achieve in terms
of improving the position and sustainability of the beekeeping
industry today.
Despite the unquestionable success, financially, of Ed’s
business, there are still many areas in which he would like to
improve and continue building on the positive impacts he feels
he has already achieved. A challenge noted by Ed has been
keeping up with the ever-increasing visitation, and still having
time for innovation and pursuing new goals. He laments that
sometimes he feels a need to hire additional staff simply to

We also caught up with Ed for a few questions about his
business and product line.
In the last few years you have established the new
meadery, and are also running a successful line of skin
care products. How have these initiatives been going?
We began making mead in 2010 and have been selling it
for almost 4 years now, since the beginning of 2011. We are
very pleased with its acceptance. It is fun to market with our
“Honeymoon Mead” branding as well as with the history of
the product. The mead draws another demographic into our
store and also provides an opportunity to introduce them to
our other product lines. Up to this point we are satisfied to
market almost all of our mead through our Honey Farm store.
The “Let It Bee” All-Natural Body Care product line had its
first full season this year under the new brand & labelling.
The idea was conceived back in the late 90’s with the “Burt’s
Bees” products and their obvious interest to consumers. It has
been very well received and numerous repeat purchasers have
been noted. Again it can draw in a different customer than
might normally come in for honey or mead or for the other
products. Our product lines have continued to expand all the
while keeping the focus on our attraction as an educational
experience for our visitors.
You seem to have a lot going on, are you still able to
get it the hives and work bees? Not as much as I would like
but I feel confident that the bees are being taken care of. Do
you buy honey or produce all your own? We sell all that
we produce and a whole lot more from select beekeepers that
I have come to know in my 40 years in the industry. What
about other hive products are some purchased? Yes when
Volume 30, #4 wiNTER 2014/2015
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our production is sold out we have to supplement from other
Canadian beekeepers. Do you produce all your products
with your branding or is some of it made off site? We
have been working with a local GMP approved laboratory
and production facility for over 15 years now. All research &
product development is done with them in their facility. All
product recipes are proprietary. They prepare, manufacture
and package many of our propolis formulations and the
“Let It Bee” Body care products. We supply them with all
of the bee product requirements and they source the balance.
You have some varietal honeys; do you move your hives
for honey and for pollination? Yes we do both, mostly just
locally in the North Okanagan and also some in the Fraser
Valley. We normally have about 10 – 12 varietals, mostly
from BC, a few Canadian & a unique International varietal.
We also make other blends - with Maple, Cinnamon or with
Royal Jelly, Propolis & Pollen. All of our Honeymoon meads
are made with BC Honey and several are made with BC Fruits
such as cherries, apples, apricots, blueberries and cranberries,
in the Cyser and Melomels.
It’s been pretty dry all over the province this
year, Vernon must get pretty crispy in the summer?
Yes it certainly does. The majority of our honey crop
is made between June 10th and July 15th. This year we
had exceptional conditions in the Armstrong area and
the honey flow continued until near the end of August.
Do you have a varroa mite control routine? That is a must.
Lately it has been Apivar in the spring and Formic in the fall.
Careful monitoring of mite levels is crucial. You must have a
few employees? About 10 in the peak season and 6 – 8 for the
rest of year. Our store is open 7 days a week, about 362 days
per year. Have you ever seen anyone have a severe reaction
to a sting? Actually not severe as in an anaphylactic reaction.
Do you feed? Protein? Yes we do feed patties with high
protein concentrates. Where do you get queens? We raise

some and get our early queens through the honey co-op in
Edmonton. These Spring queens are usually preferred from
California over Hawaii. Do you train employees for all tasks
including the Planet Bee store front or are individuals more
specialized? Pretty much everyone is required to help out as
needed, but very few are involved in the actual beekeeping.
What kind of equipment do you run? Langstroth full depth.
Standard double colonies? Yes. Special hive loaders? No.
Extraction setup? 1 x 72 frame extractor. Can you remember
the best honey production year you have had? Here in BC
it was only about 200 lbs. per colony. Back in Alberta we had
a 390 lb. crop in 1973.
All the hoops for setting up the meadery must of been
challenging to overcome. Are you happy with the setup/
outcome now? There was a lot of paper work and a big long
list of forms, applications and approvals to get. The correct
zoning and adequate facilities were a big part of it. None
were serious obstacles. We are very happy with the outcome.
From the outside, Planet Bee and your whole operation
is impressive and inspiring. Anything that you would
change though? Probably the most ironic thing is living here
in the beautiful Okanagan Valley and being too busy in the
summertime to fully enjoy all that it has to offer. We try to
make up for by traveling to warmer climes in the winter.
As a visit to the Planet Bee website (www.planetbee.com) will
confirm Ed has managed to make quite a few loyal customers
over the years; there are a number of positive testimonials
to be found about their value added products. Also available
on the website is information about the services they provide
including apiary tours, honey and mead tasting, and
observation hives that are available for visits all year long. ❀
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... continued from page 23

percentage loss and the corresponding rate of splitting required
to replace the lost hives is not linear, nor do we realise how steep
them for winter and sometimes developing problems are not the expense curve becomes once we pass 10% winter loss -yet apparent. If the queen is about to fail there are often no until we have to face the problem and find that we are in deep
trouble. If we know in advance how serious these winter losses
warning signs.
Each and every queen bee has a limited productive life can be, we can make extra effort to avoid them, or plan ahead
that can vary from several weeks to several years. For any for replacements.
individual bee, we can never predict for certain how long that
From the table, we can see that at 10% loss, only 11% of the
life will be. Although using young queens provides some
assurance that most will last the winter and perform well into surviving hives need be split, or that only 11% of the resources
spring, we know statistically that over any timespan, a small of the surviving hives need be shared to make up the loss. That
percentage of all queens, regardless of age, will always fail. is easy, and the cost is around zero.
At 20% hive loss, 25% of the remaining resources – brood
We also know that when a queen fails, the hive she serves
and bees – must be shared to get back to the hive count from the
goes into decline.
Unless a failed queen is replaced with a good queen previous fall. That is usually practicable, but with a 30% loss,
within weeks, the hive is doomed; the winter bees will age 43% of the remaining resources must be shared. At that point,
and die without being able to raise replacements, and the the burden on the parent hives can become damaging.
Beyond 30% loss the situation
hive will dwindle by spring.
quickly becomes hopeless, since
Winter confinement in the north
fewer and fewer hives must
can last up to six months and
donate more and more. In many
during that time, some queens
regions, replacement bees must
will fail, and no remedial action
be purchased in such a scenario
by the bees or the beekeeper is
--or fewer hives operated --if
normally possible. Fortunately
any honey crop is to be expected
the natural rate of queen failure
Beyond that point of no
is normally quite low in healthy
return, splitting surviving hives
hives. Moreover, queens that
to return to the hive numbers
quit laying, become drone
from the previous year becomes
layers, or go missing near the
increasingly difficult and risky.
end of winter can usually be
If the splits made are too small,
replaced without loss of the
not only will the crop be drastically reduced or lost completely,
hive.
These natural and unavoidable losses are normally but there is also a real danger that the splits themselves could be
bearable, especially if the survivors are strong and healthy, but too small to care for themselves and require feeding all summer.
when winter losses reach somewhere around 30%, depending Even with that sacrifice, extra effort, and expense, the resulting
on the region, the year, the condition of surviving colonies hives might not grow large enough to winter well.
It’s a vicious circle. At some level of winter loss, recovery
and other factors, there is a ‘point of no return’.
becomes impossible without bringing in outside resources.
Anticipating and preventing heavy colony losses is usually
The Point of No Return
Most of us aren’t fully aware that the relationship between much cheaper than trying to recover afterwards. ❀

This table illustrates how much increase must be made from survivor hives to get back to fall hive numbers for increasing percentages of winter loss. At 50% loss, 100% of the survivors must be split in two. Will they be strong enough to make a decent crop and
survive the winter? Much depends on the locale and how good the season turns out to be.

The difficulties and costs associated with wintering loss are very mild when the losses are light, but
increase rapidly in severity. As the losses mount, they quickly reach a point where there is no way to recover
in one year, and new money and/or bees must be brought in to save the enterprise.
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Honey Bee Health: The Benefits of Propolis
by Marla Spivak, PhD (MacArthur Fellow and McKnight
Distinguished Professor in Entomology at the University of
Minnesota, USA). Reprinted with permission from Bee Craft
Magazine, March 2013 Vol 95 No 3.
Most beekeepers I know dislike propolis with a passion. The
presence of this sticky, resinous substance in bee hives makes
opening and managing colonies very difficult.
Most of my clothes are permanently stained with propolis,
usually on the backside from climbing into the bee truck and
sitting down on a glob of it. I also was not so fond of propolis
until we discovered that it has very amazing health benefits to
bees. I hope by the end of the article, you become a propolis
convert, too.
Propolis is the term beekeepers use to refer to plant resins
that bees collect and deposit in the nest cavity. Bees add varying amounts of wax to the resins but, to my knowledge, they
do not modify the chemical nature of the resins.
Why?
There must be a reason bees go to the trouble of collecting
plant resins. They are not easy to collect: bees have to scrape
up the sticky resin with their mouthparts, pack it on their hind
legs and, when back in the nest, other bees have to help pull it
off their legs (Figure 1). There is no food reward in collecting
propolis – they don’t eat it, so why collect it? The older bee
books say that propolis is a barrier to seal cracks and provide
mechanical support in the nest (reviewed in Simone-Finstrom
and Spivak, 2010). But this answer is not entirely satisfactory.
Figure 1. Honey bee
with red coloured
resin on her hind legs

Nest Lining
When bees nest inside hollow trees, they coat the inside of
the cavity with propolis, sometimes several millimeters thick
(Figure 2).
Bees can deposit a very thick layer of propolis around the
entrance to the tree cavity. They don’t make this propolis envelope inside our man-made bee boxes, but they often reduce
the size of the entrance with propolis and stick propolis between boxes and where the frames touch the box.
Despite our intentional or inadvertent attempts to select
against colonies that collect lots of propolis, the bees persist,
so they must need it.
The most important clue about its benefit comes from this
fact: we know that propolis has remarkable medicinal properties for humans. It is highly antimicrobial, meaning that it is
antibacterial, antifungal and even antiviral. So does it have
medicinal benefit to the bees?
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Figure 2. A cross-section of a honey bee nest within a tree
cavity. The nest interior around the colony is coasted in a layer
of propolis. Fungal growth can be seen above the propolis
envelope (Simone-Finstrom and Spivak, 2010).
Benefit to Bee Health?
One of my previous graduate students, Mike Simone-Finstrom, became interested in the potential benefits of propolis
to bee health.
We constructed some small five-frame nucleus boxes and
Mike painted the inside of some with a propolis extract (propolis dissolved in 70% ethanol at a known concentration). One
set of boxes was painted with extract of propolis from Minnesota, another set with ‘green’ propolis from Brazil.

A third set was painted with just ethanol as a control. He
put small colonies of bees in each box, paint-marked a set of
newly emerged bees, and introduced them into each colony.
After seven days, he collected the painted bees and examined
their immune systems by measuring gene transcripts for antimicrobial peptides.
He found that bees exposed to a propolis envelope for just
seven days had lower bacterial loads in and on their bodies,
and had ‘quieter’ immune systems compared with bees in a
colony with no propolis envelope. In other words, the propolis
in the colony was killing off microbes in the nest, so that the
bees’ immune systems did not have to gear up and make peptides and cellular responses that fight off infection.
In essence, the propolis envelope acts as an external antimicrobial layer that enshrouds the colony, benefiting bee immune defenses (Simone-Finstrom et al, 2009). Yes, it seals
cracks and probably provides structural support, but the main
benefit is probably its antimicrobial value.
In Human Terms
Here is an analogy of the benefits of
the propolis envelope in human terms.
Think of a house or office with mould
in the walls. Some people’s immune systems are chronically activated in mouldy
environments, causing them to sneeze. If
propolis was painted all over the walls of
the house or office, it would probably kill
the moulds, which in turn would reduce
the person’s immune response.
Mounting an immune response, especially a chronic one, is costly to an
individual and eventually takes a toll on
overall health.

Where is it Collected?
Two other graduate students are now pursuing other questions related to the health benefits of propolis to bees. One student, Mike Wilson (at one point I was advising three students
named Mike – confusing!), is discovering from which plants
bees collect resin.
This Mike climbs trees, and collects resin from leaf buds.
Then he collects individual foragers returning to the hive with
plant resin on their hind legs. He analyses the resin from the
plant and the resin from the bee using RPHPLC time-of-flight
mass spectrometry and gets a metabolic ‘fingerprint’ of all the
compounds present in each sample. He can match the fingerprints statistically using principle components analysis (Wilson, et al, submitted for publication).
In our area, despite the presence of conifers, birch, alders
and other trees, he found that bees collect resin mostly from
cottonwood (Populus deltoids) and balsam poplar (Populus
balsamifera). Cottonwood resin is yellow; balsam poplar resin is red. There are hybrid poplars in our area and when bees
collect resin from them, this can be yellow, brown, orange or red.
Biological Activity
Mike Wilson is also testing the biological activity of the individual resin loads
against the bee pathogen, Paenibacillus
larvae, the bacterium that causes American foul brood. Mike W runs these tests
in the lab and has found out that balsam
poplar is slightly better at inhibiting this
bacterium than cottonwood resin. He has
also determined that hybrid poplars are
not nearly as good. This means that the
resins have different ‘strengths’ and abilities to kill off bacteria and probably other
microbes.

Chalkbrood and Propolis
Mike Simone-Finstrom ran another
clever experiment. He infected colonies
Presence of Propolis
with chalkbrood disease by grinding up
This leads to the research by the third
Figure 3. New combs from a colony
chalkbrood mummies and homogenising
student, Renata Borba. Renata is testing
nesting in a tree cavity. The bees have
them in pollen patties. He found that the
whether bees need a full propolis envenumber of resin foragers (per unit time) put propolis around the rims of cells that lope within the nest to help their immune
increased in colonies after infection with are in contact with the tree wall. It is not system, or if just the presence of a propolis
chalkbrood, but did not increase in unin- clear if bees add propolis to cells within trap on top of the frames is sufficient. She
the brood nest
fected colonies.
is also repeating the self-medication exThe increase in the number of resin foragers was subtle, as periment I referred to above, by infecting colonies with Amerresin foragers are relatively rare in most colonies, especially ican foul brood (by spraying spore solution on the combs).
when compared with pollen and nectar foragers. But the result
In addition to counting returning resin foragers before and
was remarkable (Simone-Finstrom and Spivak, 2012).
after infection, she will collect the resin loads and, using Mike
Wilson’s metabolomic fingerprinting techniques, determine if
Do bee colonies self-medicate?
the bees switch resin species after infection. Do bees select
We are currently repeating this experiment with another resins of greater ‘strength’ after infection?
bee disease, American foul brood, to see if the increase in
The jury is still out – Renata will be repeating her experiresin foraging after infection is robust.
ments over at least two summers to obtain a large enough data
In another experiment, Mike S-F found that colonies with set to analyse because resin foragers are relatively rare.
a propolis envelope had less chalkbrood infection compared
There are many questions still unanswered and others we
with colonies with no propolis envelope (Simone-Finstrom need to resolve further. But I do have two take-home mesand Spivak, 2012). It is unclear how the propolis on the walls sages for beekeepers:
of the box helps fight off a brood infection. The mode of action of propolis is likely to come both from contact with it and Messages for Beekeepers
from the rich smelling volatiles.
It would be good to allow colonies to make a propolis enMore research is needed in this area.
velope inside beekeeping equipment as it would benefit the
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bees’ immune systems. You can help them do this in two simple ways:
• cut and staple commercial propolis traps in the inside of
each brood box
• construct bee boxes that have unfinished lumber on the
inside and the rough surface will stimulate bees to line the
inside of the box with propolis.
I don’t recommend you make your own propolis extract to
paint inside the boxes because it requires harvesting propolis
and then dissolving it in 70% ethanol. It is easier to let the bees
collect the propolis and deposit it directly where it is needed.
I do not advocate feeding propolis to bees. Bees do not
eat propolis. Even though it is a natural plant product, it is a
powerful antibiotic. One summer, we tried feeding propolis
dissolved in sugar syrup to bees and it did not cure American
foul brood within the colonies.
I would not feed it to my bees.
Beekeeping Lore
Lastly, I bring up a challenge to beekeeping lore.
It has not been tested if bees incorporate propolis into
brood cells. There seems to be a beekeeping legend that brood
combs turn dark because bees deposit propolis in them. I do
not think this is the case. In a tree cavity, bees DO put propolis
on the cells that touch the tree wall (Figure 3). On rare occasions, I have seen some new comb look as though the rim has
a very narrow band of resin around it. But I do not know how
common this is, or if bees add more resin into the cell.
To test this, the wax comb would need to be dissolved, filtered and the residue tested for the presence of plant resins.
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We have tried to dissolve brood combs in ethanol and end up
with a sludge that looks like ‘slum gum’ (the mess left after
you have melted the wax out of old brood comb). It probably
contains remnants of the silk cocoons, bee faeces and wax.
But does it contain propolis? I think not. But I’m very open
to solid evidence of the contrary. ❀
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Clips from the PasT
When one looks through publications by the Apiary section of the B.C. Department of Agriculture, it is apparent
that for nearly 100 years there have been an abundance of publications aimed at promoting and improving beekeeping. In this way beekeepers have been served well. In the 1920's Dundas Todd, B.C.'s first bee inspector, published
"Bulletin 92" titled "Bee Culture in British Columbia" and this continued to be a major source of information, as
it went through many revisions by A.W. Finlay, provincial apiarist in the 1930's and early 40's. Many readers will
remember the "Bee Wise" newsletter initiated by W.H.Turnbull, who succeeded Mr. Finlay, and this publication was
continued and expanded upon by John Corner who also authored or co-authored Apiary Circulars including the one
referenced here. Bee Wise was followed by the Apiary Branch Newsletter that was continued by Doug McCutcheon,
and in more recent years Paul van Westendorp has produced the "Apiculture Factsheets". (Related, but not part of
this article, the Ministry of Agriculture has provided education from "Demonstration Apiaries" in the 1920's to the
popular "Beemasters Course" that began
in 1955).
The publication demonstrated here dates
from 1964 and is co-authored by John
Corner, J.C. Arrand (Provincial Entomologist) and K.O. Lapins of the Summerland Experimental Station. It lists
tree fruits that require and those that do
not require cross-pollination. Many of
the varieties of apples, apricots, peaches
and cherries that it lists are no longer
grown commercially and interestingly,
the cherry that bears Lapins' name is not
mentioned as it was not yet fully developed. The optimal timing of moving bees
into orchards for pollination is covered
and it suggests mowing dandelions to
avoid competitive bloom (I don't know if
this was ever practised). There is a major section on how to avoid insecticide
poisoning and this is followed by general
responsibilities of the beekeeper and of
the orchardist. A number of insecticides
that are no longer in use are mentioned
including arsenicals. It is interesting to
note that in the 1960's Pollinator Associations were formed in the Okanagan and
in the Fraser Valley, but they both folded
after about ten years.
Footnote: some of the Apiary Circulars
are in the SFU Archives, but they can
also be found in the Agriculture section
of the Provincial Archives.
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Book Reviews
Bumble Bees of North America: Williams, Thorp, Richardson and Colla
If you are looking for a reference guide to bumble bees that
goes beyond generalizations but is still accessible for beginners, then Bumble Bees of North America is the book for you!
This identification guide starts with the basics: An overview
of colony lifecycle, interactions with plants and seasonal activities. It touches on conservation and population decline and
gives a basic introduction on utilizing the book to identify
various species. The book gives instructions on how to attract
bumble bees, what to plant, how to create new nesting sites
and how to care for the impressively expert pollinators.
As a handbook, Bumble Bees of North America is excellent in providing the specific details of what to look for, paired
with photographs and
diagrams that make
connections easy and
user friendly.
The
book is broken down
into four groups:
1) Square or Long
Cheeked Bees with
a Rounded Angle on
the Midleg, 2) Short
Cheeked Bees with a
Rounded Angle on the
Midleg, 3) Medium or
Long Cheeked Bees
with a Sharp Angle on
the Midleg, 4) Hindleg with the Outer
Surface
Uniformly
Convex and Densely
Hairy. Within these
groups there is a
breakdown of characteristics, behaviours, food sources, nesting and parasitism to other bees. This section is colourful and
largely made up of images and photographs depicting the subtle and critical differences of each species. It is also accompanied by a regional foraging guide portrayed on a map of the world. Lastly,
there is a small but pertinent glossary
of terms, again with coinciding photographs for visual reference.
I was quickly impressed by the visual
esthetic of the book and became thoroughly engrossed in the content. Furthermore, as a pollinator enthusiast, I
appreciate the emphasis on foraging
sources and habitat and the importance of conservation for the health of
bumblebees and all bee populations.
The photography captures the beauty
of the intimate act of pollination and
illustrates how brilliantly efficient the
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bumble bee is in this realm. The size of the book is also worth
noting - it is small and light enough to carry with you at all
times, but big enough to view the text and photographs without strain. This is important for an identification book when
you are in the field. Bumble Bees of North America presents
information from multiple angles, drawing on the reader’s interest to learn more. It is a teacher, a guide, and a companion
and I recommend it to anyone with an interest in bees and the
environment. ~ Ashley MacLeod, Hives for Humanity
The Folk Art of Slovenian Hive Fronts, authored by Richard Jones, is a small but wonderful book on folk art related
to beekeeping in Slovenia. Beautifully illustrated and in full
colour, the book chronicles a portion of the rich and long history of Slovenian beekeeping. The books shows copies of
illustrated hive fronts that are housed in the Eva Crane Historical Collection of the International Bee Research Association (IBRA). From the book: “The pride and almost affection there is for apiculture culminates in the care and attention
bestowed upon the design and detail of the pictures on the
fronts.”
The author, Richard Jones, was a Director for the IBRA from
1996-2009. The 54 hive front reproductions are representations of over 600 historical hive fronts thought to have existed
in Slovenia.
The oldest hive front (1758) shows Madonna and Child. All
the illustrated hive fronts are grouped into categories, some of
which are: Biblical – Old Testament, Rural/Rustic Life, History, Women, and An Upside Down World. Specific examples
are 'The Magi' or the 'Three Kings of the East', 'Beekeepers
Hiving a Swarm', and 'Bears With a Bee Hive' (1891). Bears
were a common theme on many hives fronts in the collection.
The 'Upside Down World' is a “Slovenian expression for what
are surreal situations where roles, usually between the animal
and human worlds, are reversed.”
Slovenia has one of the highest beekeeper to general population ratios in Europe. The author thinks that the illustration
of hive fronts was a possible means to limit honey bee drifting which might have reduced the
spread of honey bee diseases. The
illustrated hive fronts would also
have served to identify individual
hives and prove ownership by the
beekeeper. The picture illustrations
are a type of historical record and
show examples of an individual’s
wealth and status in the same manner that ornate facades on houses,
clocks, wardrobes, and beds depict
an owner’s status. Being wealthy
enough to hire an artist to create the
hive front art was a sign of status
as well.
The illustrated stories are straightforward and clear and represent the

religious, secular and daily life of the time. It is Slovenian
folklore at its most basic and best. In contrast to the old, there
are photographs of modern bee trucks, bee wagons and bee
houses, all with illustrated hive fronts.
Richly illustrated with 69 colour photographs and illustrations, this paper bound book includes a bibliography. It is a
delightful read for those interested in folk art and beekeeping
history. www.ibra.org.uk. 
~ Ian Farber
THE BEE, A Natural History boldly investigates the vast and
complex world of bees with remarkable clarity and a compelling descriptive style, creating a work that is both entertaining and enlightening. Noah Wilson-Rich's overview extends
beyond describing the evolutionary path and diverse species
morphology of bees to include a detailed look at our long
relationship with the honey bee as it pertains to our consumption of honey, the importance of bees as pollinators, their influence on culture, religion, science and politics, and also the
environmental
and agricultural
challenges they
face.
Detailed
photographs and
clear illustrations
compliment the
text concisely,
and add much
depth to the descriptions
of
beekeeping practices, species diversity, and other
subjects without
detracting from
the streamlined
narrative. This
book is entertaining as well as an
excellent educational tool. It is
well researched
and beautifully presented, and quite possibly the most comprehensive and up to date overview of its subject. ~ Andrew
Scott
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allow Beekeepers more assurance that revenue
targets will be met and, with new markets
opening to residue-free honey, also provides
an opportunity to reduce drug treatment in the
Beekeeper’s IPM program.
ISO 9001
Please contact Iotron for more information
Iotron Industries Canada Inc.
1425 Kebet Way, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838 Fax; 604 945-8827
Email iotron@iotron.com Website www.iotron.com

West Coast Bee
Supplies
All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:

- Apistan Strips
- Fumagilin B
- Menthol Boards
- Hive Boxes

- Formic Acid
- Oxytet 25
- Bee Pro
- CheckMite
- Bee Suits and much more

Bob Fisher

Phone 604-272-1921

Fax 604-272-1928

Email: bluebob@shaw.ca
Store Address:
Mailing Address:
9351 #6 Road
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5
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The Beekeeping Archives at SFU
by Dr. John Boone
Material from the BCHPA archived at Simon
Fraser University is a documented memory of
the life of our Association. Its history and operations are being preserved for their enduring
value and benefit to future generations. The archiving of material at SFU regarding Apiculture
began in 2001. In 2003 “Robbie” Robertson of
Nanaimo, Doug McCutcheon of Armstrong and
Mark Winston of SFU arranged for the transfer
of BCHPA records from the Provincial Archives
in Victoria to Simon Fraser University where they have been
expanded upon. This communication is meant to explain how
the Archives are organized and what sort of material is held.
There are two categories of material with specific terminology: 1) that relating to the BCHPA is referred to as a Fonds
because it is a body of records assembled by an organization,
and 2) that relating to beekeeping in British Columbia but not
specifically part of BCHPA is referred to as a Collection.
Contents of the BCHPA Fonds (Archives code F147) includes meeting agendas and minutes, financial reports, correspondence, newsletters (including BeesCene), organization
records, projects and activities (e.g. field days). Regretfully,
there are big gaps in the records. There are none from the
1920’s, and there are periodic gaps in subsequent decades.
There are only a few Divisional records – only some early
records from the Capital Region, Vancouver Island, Greater
Vancouver, Fraser Valley and South Okanagan.

I encourage members of the executive as well
as our general membership to submit material
to me that I will accumulate for the Archives.
I especially encourage Divisions and Affiliate
Clubs to let me have material that they no longer need so that the collection may be further
enriched.
All past records have been in the form of print
material, but the Archives are developing the
requirements to store material in digital form
and expect to be able to accept electronic records within the
next year. This will assist in the capture of more complete
records because much of our communication is now handled
electronically.
For those interested in the content of the Beekeeping Archives
the website is www.sfu.ca/archives and select online finding
aids. From these one can select F147 or F110 to view content.
If one were interested in a visit to the Archives, you would
find it friendly and welcoming. Best to contact ahead. Phone:
778 782 2380 or email: archives@sfu.ca
As I write this I am currently soliciting material for submission in 2014 as the next intake year for the Archives will be
2016. ❀

Bee Culture

The Collection of non-BCHPA Apiculture Records (Archives
code F110) includes records of B.C. Commercial Beekeepers,
the Fraser Valley and Okanagan Pollinators’ Associations, the
Canadian Honey Council (known as Canadian Beekeeping
Council in the 1930’s), Provincial Apiarists’ Association and
CAPA. There is a collection of photographs – particularly
of honey displays at the PNE and other fairs. There are records of the Bee Master’s Programme and other Agriculture
educational programmes related to bees. There are incomplete
collections of Bee Wise and Apiary Branch Newsletters. It is
to be noted that the Archives Staff are careful not to take in
material that is archived elsewhere. For example: Department
of Agriculture Bulletins relating to bees and Apiary Branch
Circulars are not in the Collection because they are in the Provincial Archives.

THE MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN BEEKEEPING

Since the contractual arrangement between the Archives and
the BCHPA was established over a decade ago (with no fee),
deposition of material has been rather sporadic and “ad hoc”.
This problem was addressed at our recent AGM in which it
was resolved to submit material regularly on a two-yearly basis. It is hoped that this will result in a more consistent and
complete set of records for reference in the future.

Or check it out on our web page at
www.BeeCulture.com
Do it Today and SAVE!

I have agreed to be the repository for material suitable for
the BCHPA Fonds and for the Collection described above.
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Get Digital Bee Culture Magazine
On Your Computer
Save Lots of Postage
and Weeks of Time

Only $15.00 US

Send check to:

Bee Culture Magazine

623 Liberty, Medina OH 44256 or call
330-725-6677, Ext. 3220 with credit card

Recently, the BCHPA has been working to clarify its relationship
with Divisions and Affiliated Clubs. We have discovered changes
in the provincial Societies Act that may affect the organizational
structure laid out in our Constitution. What we call “Divisions”, which
share our constitution and bylaws, are equivalent to “Branches” in
the Act, but with some differences. Some historic Divisions have
shared concerns with the Executive and are eager to make sure
they are in good standing. This is a good time to accomplish this,
as beekeepers are making preparations for winter, and the new
membership year will begin on January 1. The BCHPA Executive is
gathering information to bring clarity to your club’s relationship with
the BCHPA and the other bee clubs in the province. Whether we
have “Branches” or “Affiliated Clubs” is not as important as making
sure that local groups are properly organized, while maintaining
a strong connection between us and a strong voice together
for communication of regional concerns. We are one of the most
geographically diverse beekeeping regions in Canada, and yet all
benefit from the foresight of our Association’s founders who set up
the BCHPA nearly a century ago.
In order to have “Branches” we may or may not require a change to
the Association’s Constitution. In the meantime, detailed instructions
on how to choose your best option will be sent to all clubs, and the
Treasurer will send out membership renewal notices to all members.
There are plans for our website to have a login members’ section,
where you can check your membership and insurance status and
access other member information, so stay tuned! If a Constitutional
change is found to be necessary, we will notify you by email 90 days
in advance of the 2015 AGM, for a vote of the general membership.
A report and update on progress will be published in advance in the
Spring edition of BeesCene. 
~ Catherine Culley

BC Honey Producers’ Association

A Bee’s Best
Defense
AgAinst the
VArroA Mite
Apistan® anti-varroa mite strips are
an essential part of any varroa mite
control program.
• The convenience of no-mess strips.
• Easy-to-follow application.
• Fluvalinate, the active ingredient
in Apistan® is released at a
constant, controlled rate, targeting
varroa as they emerge from
brood cells.
• Tough on mites. Gentle on bees.
• Won’t leave a residue in honey.
• Economical, Health Canada
approved varroa miticide.
For additional information, contact your favourite
bee supplies company or call 1-800-688-7378.
Always read and follow label directions.

Apistan and Apistan with design are registered trademarks of Wellmark International.
©2002, 2009, 2012 Wellmark International.

BeesCene journal – BC Honey ProducersV2.indd 1
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NUTRITIONAL
FACT
Nutrition Facts
V
aleur nutritive
LABELS
Per 1 tablespoon

only

1.5¢
each

Rolls of
2000

(20g)
Pour 1 cuillère à table
(20g)

Amount
Teneur

% Daily Valu
% valeur quotidiennee

Calories / Calories 60
Fat / Lipides 0 g
Carbohydrates / Glucid
es 17 g
Sugars / Sucres 16 g
Protein / Protéines
0g

0%
6 %

Not a significant sour
ce of saturated fat, tran
s fat,
cholesterol, sodium,
fibre, vitamin A, vitam
in C,
calcium or iron.
Source négligeable de
lipides saturés, lipides
trans, cholestérol, sodi
um, fibres, vitamine A,
vitamine C, calcium et
fer.

To order and for details contact:
Judy Campbell
604-856-2125
jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com
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Backcountry Chef Cooks with Honey
with Tara Sylvestre, Revelstoke, B.C.
BeesCene: Tell us a bit about how you started cooking professionally.
Tara: I started cooking (for a wage) in 1999 as a treeplanting
cook for Arland Reforestation near Kamloops. I’d treeplanted
for the company for a couple of years previously but my enthusiasm for camp life greatly outweighed my skills as a treeplanter. When the cook was unable to come back, I suggested
that I might be better at cooking than planting, and strangely,
my boss concurred. I worked with Arland for five seasons and
then moved on to catering and then cooking in backcountry
huts and lodges. For five years I worked full winter and summer seasons and managed to work in many of the huts and
lodges of BC and Alberta. Now that I have two young children, I get away one or two weeks a season for “working vacations”.
BeesCene: Any people that you learned from in particular?
Tara: I learned along the way, and picked up tips, recipes and
inspiration from other backcountry cooks while we worked
together, or between helicopter trips on exchange days and at
staff trainings.
BeesCene: Do you have any experience with or knowledge
about honey bees? What are your favourite ways to use honey? Do you have a favourite honey and do you source your
honey locally?
Tara: I don’t have any practical experience with honey bees
but I have put a lot of work into educating my children about
their work and their extreme importance. Honey is the first
thing we turn to in our family when someone feels sick and we
use bee pollen in our smoothies for boosting immunity. I replace sugar with honey for canning pears and peaches and use
it to sweeten granola, cookies and most other things in baking. We use a lot of honey. Our present favorite is Wildflower
Blossom from Creighton Valley Apiaries (sold at our local
market) but we also love the Blueberry and Blackberry varieties. We have also used Bear Creek honey in the past and I’ve
recently noticed signs around Revelstoke that we now have a
very local apiary, Revy Honey, which has honey sourced from
local wildflowers. I am looking forward to a tour of this new
apiary and to trying the honey.
BeesCene: You’ve put together a cookbook of some of your
recipes – Peak Cuisine, Adventures in Mountain Inspired
Cooking. Can you tell us about what inspired writing the book
and how you decided to donate the proceeds?
Tara: I wrote the book partly because my friend Trish and I
had spoken about writing a cookbook together for a long time,
and partly because at work SO many guests would ask me for
recipes. Many people also suggested I should write a book. I
felt like I had a good market before it was even written. Once
we got started on it, Trish suggested that we donate all the
proceeds of the first printing (600 books) to the Casa, where
she had previously volunteered. Casa de Los Angelos (casadelosangeles.org) is amazing because they provide a place for
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single moms to have secure childcare in return for working at
the Casa for a certain amount of hours. Many women are left
alone with children there as husbands go to the US to work
but often never come back home. I also appreciate the Casa
because almost all of the money donated goes straight to the
organization instead of to overhead costs.
I loved the idea because I wanted to be able to donate to
a worthy cause and this was an easy way to provide a large
chunk of cash. We went to visit the Casa (each of us was 5
months pregnant!!) soon after donating the money as they
were building a new facility. Our donation went directly to
creating this new building. Since then we’ve donated a portion of subsequent printings (about 10 percent - there have
been two more printings) to the Casa. Trish and I donate our
personal earnings from the book.
Order the book directly from Tara at peakcuisine@yahoo.ca.
Cost is $25 plus shipping (about $30 total). All the recipes on
the following page are from this cookbook. ❀

1/2 cup (125 ml) coconut
2 tsp (10 ml) cinnamon
1/2 tsp (2 ml) freshly grated nutmeg
1/4 to 1/3 cup (60 to 80 ml) honey or maple syrup, or to taste
3 Tbsp (45 ml) grated ginger root
METHOD
Heat coconut milk with raisins and cook for five to ten
minutes on low heat. Stir in the rice until it breaks apart, then
add coconut, cinnamon and nutmeg. Let cook for 10 minutes
more before adding honey and ginger root. Simmer, stirring
occasionally, for 10 minutes.

Sesame Tahini Bars

A wonderful cold weather treat.
INGREDIENTS
1/4 cup (60 ml) honey
1/4 cup (60 ml) light corn syrup
1/2 cup (125 ml) tahini
1 cup (250 ml) skim milk or soy milk powder
1/4 cup (60 ml) mini chocolate or carob chips
1/2 cup (125 ml) toasted sunflower seeds
1/4 cup (60 ml) toasted sesame seeds
METHOD
In a medium sized sauce pan, mix honey and corn syrup over
low heat. When well combined, stir in the tahini. Remove
from heat and cool slightly. Stir in the milk powder and
remaining ingredients. Press into a 9X9” square pan; score
while still warm. Refrigerate.
Tasteful hint: This recipe is open to many variations. Replace
tahini with any nut butter and the seeds with coconut or
other chopped nuts. These are great treats for outdoor winter
sports: they stay soft and are packed with energy!

Thai-Style Rice Pudding
Inspired by breakfasts on Hat Ton Sai beach in Thailand, this
dish is a great use for leftover rice.
INGREDIENTS
1 can (398 ml) coconut milk
1 cup (250 ml) milk or soy milk
1/2 cup (125 m) raisins
4 cups (1000 ml) leftover white, brown or multigrain rice

Black Pepper Prawns
Serve with quinoa, stir-fried vegetables and Asian Cabbage
Slaw. Spicy! Easily doubled!
INGREDIENTS
1 lb (454g) uncooked large shrimp, peeled and deveined
1 tsp (5 ml) whole black peppercorns
2 tsp (10 ml) whole coriander seeds
5 garlic cloves, halved
pinch salt
juice from one lime
1 tsp (5 ml) sambel oelek
2 Tbsp (30 ml) honey or maple syrup
4 Tbsp (60 ml) cooking sherry
2” (5 cm) peeled ginger, cut into chunks
1 each yellow and red pepper, diced fine
1 bunch scallions, diced fine
METHOD
In a thick bottomed skillet, preferably cast iron, roast the
black peppercorns and coriander seeds until their scent
fills the room and they begin to bounce around in the pan.
Remove from heat and place in a blender with the garlic,
salt, lime, sambel oelek, honey, sherry and ginger. Blend
until a smooth, liquid paste forms. Marinate shrimp in the
paste for 30 minutes to 1 hour.
Cook prawns and marinade in a wok until they start to turn
pink. Add peppers and scallions and cook 1 to 2 minutes
more or until the shrimp are just cooked. Serve over rice or
quinoa with stir-fried vegetables.
Tasteful Hint: Sambel Oelek is a wonderful and versatile
hot chili paste that can be found in the Asian section of your
grocery store. ❀
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2015 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
BC Honey Producers’ Association

Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
www.bcbeekeepers.com
Membership includes a one-year subscription to both BeesCene and Hivelights quarterly publications. The BCHPA
Liability Insurance Policy is the only one of its kind available in the province. By pooling our membership, we can offer
this comprehensive insurance for a fraction of what it would cost individuals on their own. Members may attend the
business day of the October BCHPA Annual General Meeting and the semi-annual meeting in March without charge
(meals not included). Members benefit from the work of an active volunteer Executive including: Marketing (labels
and brochures), Education (symposiums and website), and ongoing Advocacy (government and media relations). The
BCHPA is a proud member of the Canadian Honey Council, working on our behalf.
New ❏ Renewal ❏ Please check here if renewing with an address change ❏
Name____________________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________
Phone (

Province ___________

Postal Code _______________________

)____________________________ Email ___________________________________________

❏ I do not want my name and address published in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection
of Privacy Act.
$5 Million
Coverage
for only $55 year!

Beekeepers understand that there’s
strength in numbers. Our Group Liability
Insurance Policy is the best value you’ll find.
If you’re worried about stings, or bee smokers, or
other related beekeeping risks – this is for you.
Note: coverage runs
January 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015.
Effective date of coverage
is based on date application and payment
is received at the BCHPA office.
Insurer will issue certificates
in due course.

Please make cheques payable to the
British Columbia Honey Producers’
Association or BCHPA, and mail to:

27137 28a Avenue,
Aldergrove, BC
V4W 3A4

Membership dues are based on the number of honey bee colonies you keep.

BCHPA MEMBERSHIP DUES
0 to 25 Hives
$40
26 to 50 Hives
$50
51 to 150 Hives
$60
151 to 300 Hives
$70
301 to 500 Hives
$120
501 to 1000 Hives
$130
Over 1000 Hives
$200
* OPTIONAL $5,000,000 BCHPA
GROUP LIABILITY INSURANCE
** OPTIONAL Additional
$1 million Forest Fire Fighting
Expense Endorsement
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Includes
BeesCene & Hivelights
ADD ON $55

ADD ON $100

*** OPTIONAL DONATION
BC’s Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund
for Honey Bee Research
ADD ON
(tax registered charity, receipts issued)
**** SUBSCRIPTION ONLY
Note: BeesCene is Included
with Your BCHPA Membership
(this is meant for out-of-province)

New Memberships and Renewals
can also be done online at
http://www.bcbeekeepers.com/membership-bchpa
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# of Hives _________

$50 CAD

TOTAL $

Regional Reports
South Vancouver Island
~ Matt Tooley
Our dry winter continued throughout
summer and many beekeepers on the
south Island have found that their
production has suffered substantially.
Even those that moved their hives
to take advantage of the fireweed
available in forestry areas brought
them home with little extra to show
for it. As such, most of our beekeepers
have turned their attention towards feeding and preparing
their hives for winter.
In addition to feeding for us on the island that means
controlling moisture levels in the hive during winter. While
our temperatures don’t reach truly cold extremes, we do see a
good number of chilled colonies that fail to make it through the
winter months. This seems to be on people’s minds this year and
quite a bit of conversation has been going back and forth about
the different methods beekeepers have to keep the hive dry.
While mites seem to be less of a problem this year and very
few people seem to be battling wasps, AFB has been on a lot
of people’s minds. We have had a few outbreaks in Victoria
and the Cowichan Valley and this has prompted people to look
into getting some refreshers in AFB control and prevention.
It’s early yet to tell whether the outbreaks were contained or
whether we’ll see a spike in the numbers come spring, but
with people (re)educating themselves at least we’ll be in a
better position to combat it.
As we are still without an official bee inspector, most of
this education has come at the hands of generous local experts
who have been willing to donate their time and knowledge to
help shore up the rest of us.
Peace Region
~ Kerry Clark
As of Thanksgiving Day: The 2014
beekeeping season has been one
to be thankful for. A good blend
of favourable conditions resulting
in good crops of honey up to early
September, even with an abrupt end to
the 25°C weather on September 8 - 4
days with snow or rain, and down to
-5°C. Enough to finish most flowering.
However, we’ve had some fine weather since the early BCHPA
AGM, and I was pleased to see pollen still being gathered Oct
11. Goldenrod maybe? Since retirement I get to spend more
time outside, so maybe the good weather days make more of
an impression on me, but winter preparation looks good so
far. Varroa is below 3%, food for 6 months topped up; shall I
try a new entrance variation? Every day of bee flight seems a
step in the right direction. It was great to meet with so many at
the AGM in Richmond. I hope there has been a good response
to the email feedback form. There’s still time if you haven’t
taken the opportunity: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
DV85T2D

North Okanagan
~ Dan Mawson
Our club resumed our monthly
meetings in September after a summer
break. There is always a buzz around
the room as members share stories of
their successes and struggles over the
summer. Many of the new beekeepers
were enthusiastic about their first
season results. The general consensus
of our veteran keepers was that we had
an above-average honey yield this year. Most testified to the
slow spring start with cooler weather then a good blossom
season and an early honey flow. July heated up and much of
the Okanagan caught on fire causing the honey flow to lapse.
But just when we started to complain and worry, the weather
cooled slightly, we got some rain and the flow started up again
lasting into late August.
Our club continues to grow, mainly with new beekeepers.
Our local community college hosts a beginner beekeeping
course a couple times a year which has sparked renewed
interest in backyard beekeeping. Our club has benefitted from
these classes and the increased public awareness of the struggle
facing pollinators. Our club has outgrown our meeting space
and we have started to meet in a Kelowna highschool. We will
continue to focus on education opportunities for our members
throughout the fall and winter.
Although it’s not specifically a club function, many of our
members were involved in the Interior Provincial Exhibition
(IPE - Armstrong Fair) in early September. Special recognition
goes to Keith Rae who spearheaded the Bee Exhibit at the fall
fair and put in many hours of work. Every year the display
draws attention from hundreds, if not thousands of visitors.
Thanks to all the volunteers who helped out.
I had the opportunity to attend our annual provincial
conference and AGM in September. The event was well
attended and provided an excellent program. I wanted to
extend my appreciation to Wayne Neidig both for putting on
a great event and for his many years of service to the BCHPA.
As Wayne steps down as president we wish him all the best in
his beekeeping future. We also welcome Catherine Culley as
our new BCHPA president.
West Kootenays
~ Dave Johnson
Coming to the end of the active year
and so I will do a recap as the year
progressed......
Some regions in the West Kootenays
produced honeydew last year which
affected winter survival depending
on the amount the bees brought in.
Spring build up was good for surviving
hives and they were decent producers.
New Zealand packages were late arriving in May which was
complicated by poor survival of queens. Some packages had
dead queens, some absconded, some superceded, and some
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would not accept new queens.
Spring build up seems to be a bit earlier each year as well
as the honey flow starting a bit earlier - climate change? We
had very little rain in June which left some areas with short
nectar supplies and slowing down of the honey flow however,
stronger hives still managed a decent crop.
Not sure what some other producers were using for mite
controls but I tried Thymovar for the second year this year.
The hives had such a heavy winter food load in 2013 that
there was no need to feed. However this year some hives were
light but with the Thymovar on, they seemed reluctant to
come up for the syrup. Thymovar has a very strong odor and
the the bees avoided the area near the strips like the plague.
I removed the second treatment about a week early to see if
the bees would respond better to the food being offered. Sure
enough, within a few days they were up taking syrup. So... it
appears that timing of Thymovar treatments in relation to fall
feeding is important.
South Okanagan
~ Blair Tarves
Editor’s note: the following report
should have been in the Fall BeesCene
but was left out by mistake. Although
it has been emailed to the membership
there are some who don’t use email or
didn’t provide one to be contacted by,
so we are including it here.
As I’m writing this a massive thundershower is happening, which will probably nullify everything
I was going to say about June and July being abnormally hot;
nectar sources drying up; and the honey flow, which started
late, ending early. I hope so.
The honey flow has been erratic, and up until now below
average. Queen mating success though has been above
average. I don’t think a single virgin’s nuptual flight, since
May, has been delayed even a minute by bad weather. Demand
for queens has remained strong, even well into August. This
is because more beekeepers are wisely making up a greater
number of summer nucs. This provides a flexibility and selfsufficiency to their operations that is massively beneficial,
while also allowing them to use strong, locally adapted B.C.
queens.
In the Summer BeesCene I wrote about the official
destruction of 750 overwintered Alberta hives in the
Similkameen Valley due to an infestation of AFB. The huge
fire on the weekend of April 4th consumed hives and frames,
but the pallett bottom boards, lids and other miscellaneous
contaminated equipment was spared and the beekeeper was
given a chance to salvage his equipment, which he did around
mid-June.
The part of the Similkameen Valley where this occurred
is an active Queen/Nuc, and specialty honey producing
area. It is also an important overwintering site for Prairie
beekeepers. These diseased hives were knowingly allowed
into BC by the BCMA without an inspection certificate. The
hives were ultimately destroyed, but only well after Spring
bee flight had commenced. Further threatening local bees was
the contaminated equipment left until mid-June, effectively
barring this area from use.
This unfortunate bee outfit certainly jeopardized the health
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of local bees, (legitimate) migratory bees, and a recovering
feral population. One problem in this case is that the bees
were apparently not placed in the appropriate registered yard.
Perhaps in the future, even if migratory beekeepers obtain an
inspection certificate, it would be well to verify their winter
locations. I’m sure local beekeepers would be keen to help
with this task.
The following is added as a more recent update from the
South Okanagan:
The big rain that I wrote about for the Fall issue had no
effect on the honey flows which continued to be light, and
provided one of the poorest crops in many years. The dearth
was most pronounced in the Southern part of the region. Splits
that were strong and heavy August 1st, were dwindling and
falling backwards by mid-September, and had to be fed syrup
and pollen to give them a chance at wintering well. These
hives were essentially mite-free, but simply shut down when
they would normally be raising winter bees and topping up
pollen and honey stores.
Our best Fall pollen plant is the reliable drought tolerant
Rabbitbush. This year it yielded little pollen. Big Sage
(Artemesia tridenta) is a sporadic pollen (never nectar)
producer. I think it might be the latest blooming native plant
we have. It likes a long frost-free Fall. This year it bloomed
well and was heavily worked by the bees. For some reason
wasps weren’t around this year attacking the hives. It’s lucky
this wasn’t a bad wasp year; combined with the vicious
robbing, many hives would have perished.
Fraser Valley
~ Courtney White
We had a very dry summer with
the rain starting up again in midSeptember. Our main honey flow from
blackberries finished up in early July
followed by cranberries. Colonies
were still swarming until the first week
of July. Local queens were available
through July for around $25 and queen
cells for $10. The wasps were not as
bad this year, primarily because many beekeepers had set traps
in the spring. Average honey yield this year was 33-60 pounds
per colony, depending on if the hives were in pollination or
not. Now that the rain has started beekeepers are preparing for
winter and getting the last of their mite treatments on. Popular
treatments this year are formic acid or mitegone, Thymovar
and the icing sugar dust. I’ve even heard of one beekeeper
using predatory mites (Stratiolaelaps Scimitus) with no
definitive results. The local bee clubs resumed meetings in
September, with more young people taking up beekeeping.
Happy Beekeeping!
Kamloops
~ David Masurat
The spring weather seemed to drag its
feet in coming but by May it began
to warm and we had a higher than
average rainfall. By June we started
to see heavy activity from the bees in
flowering bushes, trees and dandelions
and the nectar was starting to flow.
Then in July the bees took off like

a shot and beekeepers were starting to pile their boxes on.
The temperatures started climbing and by the third week of
July we were getting temperatures up to 41 degrees and the
nectar began to dry up. Surprisingly, rainfall was twice that of
a dry year (over 7mm) for July but that was mostly front end
loaded. Urban areas and the North Thompson area continued
to have nectar but as July progressed the production in many
areas slowed right down.
In some areas of Barnhartvale the grasshoppers moved in
after the heat and stripped the plants that would have supplied
the nectar. By the time we saw relief there was nothing left for
the bees. One of the established beekeepers had an 80% loss
in his honey production. Most of the other areas reported a
30-40% drop in production.
Urban areas reported lower yields but they were still
bringing in 66-70 lbs. per hive. One apiarist that does higher
altitude bee yards for fireweed honey reported 85 pounds
per hive, and in a year like this, that’s enough to make the
rest of us jealous. September brought the first meeting, since
spring, of the Kamloops beekeepers and we were treated to a
presentation by Heather Clay. What a wealth of information
and so professionally presented.
The bees seem strong going into winter and by now the
treatments are done and we all get a reprieve in our beekeeping
duties.
Terrace
~ Rudi Peters
With the summer coming to an end
the honey has been harvested, mite
treatments are on and our fall monsoon
has started. With an extra dry summer
we are now making up for it. The only
up side that the constant rain has is
that it slows down the wasps which
have been an unusually bad torment
this year. I have lost eight hives this
year to those demons. With the extra dry summer the honey
production is down a fair bit this year, but with the drier
weather the flavour of the honey seems to have a higher
concentration and is a little darker than it normally is. The
fireweed started a week late this year and ended two weeks
earlier than it normally does. The fireweed honey, which is
normally very light in colour, had a nice golden colour this
year.
Along with the dry weather came the danger of forest fires.
While there were no forest fires in the immediate vicinity it did
threaten the road needed to get to the hives in the mountains.
This fire forced the removal of the hives two weeks sooner
than normal, which would have been disastrous under normal
conditions but with the dry weather the fireweed had already
ended.
Those who did not get extra honey from their hives are
still happy with the state that their hives are in going into the
winter, as the warm summer let them build up to very strong
hives.
The interest in beekeeping shows no sign of slowing down
as there are over half a dozen people already committed to
taking the spring beekeeping course. There is also continued
talk about reviving the beekeepers club in Terrace, but as
always there is no one willing to take on the role of running it.

North Vancouver Island
~ Gerry Rozema
Most of the folks on the northern half
of Vancouver Island are in the final
stages of preparing hives for the soggy
winter season. The winter rains have
begun, and the talk at local bee club
meetings this month has been mostly
about wintering strategies. Most of
the long term beekeepers are confident
they have done what needs to be done
in preparing colonies for the upcoming winter, but there is still
a fair amount of trepidation amongst newer beekeepers with
respect to having colonies survive the soggy season.
Overall the season has been highly variable, with a
general trend of better honey crops the farther North you go
from Nanaimo thru to Port McNeill. In Nanaimo folks have
reported very poor totals for the year, while slightly farther
North in the Comox Valley reports on average are of crops
slightly below average, with some exceptions. We had a
relatively dry summer with only a few areas getting any
amount of rain at the important times for the blackberry and
fireweed blooms. Yards in the rain shadows produced little
to no honey, while yards only a few kilometers up the road in
a location that received rain, produced in some cases stellar
honey crops. One case in particular was very enlightening as
to the effect of the micro-climates and rain shadows here on
the island. Two yards spaced 10km apart on the same road, in
both cases in large fireweed patches. One produced roughly
20lb per hive, the next produced over 200lb per hive in a spot
that got some rain during the heart of the fireweed bloom. Our
local club in the Comox Valley has an outyard in a fireweed
field that got a full day of rain during the latter half of the

Saskatraz breeding stock
available in 2015
Queen cells from tested Saskatraz breeders ($20).
Closed population mated breeder queens ($300).
out crossed breeder queens ($100).
Saskatraz stock carrying VSH trait added in 2012, also available
as queen cells and mated queens in May 2015. Inquire.
Limited number of Saskatraz Hybrid production queens available
April 15th to August 2015 ($28 to 34).
These hybrids will produce pure Canadian Saskatraz drones for
stud use. All breeding stock tested and certified.
See www.saskatraz.com for breeding information and updates.
Saskatraz stock bred in Saskatchewan for honey production,
wintering ability and resistance to mites and brood diseases.

Email a.j.robertson@sasktel.net
or phone (306)-373-9140
cell (306)-270-6627 for prices and availability.
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bloom, and the hives were heavy when being prepped for the
trip home.
Another subject that is gaining traction in the local club
meetings is the BCHPA AGM for 2015, which will be hosted
by the Comox Valley Bee Club. Early preparations are now
underway, and we hope to have the venue finalized later this
month so that folks around the province can start planning
accordingly. For those that have never experienced the
hospitality of the Comox Valley, now would be a good time
to start thinking about a trip to our area in October of 2015.
Metro Vancouver
~ Allen Garr
It has been an eventful fall in this
corner of the coast and a wet one too.
First for the eventful part: The BCHPA
held its annual general meeting
in the Lower Mainland at a Delta
hotel. Thanks to the creative energy
and industry experience of BCHPA
outgoing president Wayne Neidig,
there was a stellar cast of speakers
offering information that came from the laboratory and
the bee yard. It was a real treat to hear from Marla Spivak
(catch an earlier performance she taped for TedTalks) and
Dewey Caron. Shelley Hoover brought notes from the field
on her work seeking out hygienic bees. Jean-Marc LeDorze
provided a fascinating slide show on how he grew from a two
hive hobby to a several thousand hive operation, and Medhat
Nasr was his usually informative and charming self.
In October the Richmond Bee Club organized a day with a
sold out crowd to listen to American beekeeper Michael Bush

and his ideas about how to keep bees in a chemical free way.
His celebrity and the topic drew people from the Fraser Valley,
Vancouver Island and South of the border. That month too,
respected academic in the field of beekeeping Mark Winston
launched his new book: Bee Time – Lessons from the hive
(Harvard University Press, $24.95). In what is an eloquent
but easy and informative read, Mark draws his observations
from his own experiences including dealing with Africanized
bees in South America and calls on fellow scientists from
across the globe. He covers everything from the proliferation
of pesticides to the explosion in urban beekeeping.
The event was sponsored by the Fairmont Waterfront
Hotel and held on their premises. They are also the folks who
fund Julia Common’s Hives for Humanity urban operations
in small community gardens on the Downtown East Side. The
Fairmont chain has bees on several of its roofs and use their
honey in their kitchens as well as providing it as a promotional
item for their guests.
Now for our bees: Most of us have finished feeding and
treating. Wasps were a problem earlier on but not as bad as
last year and they are tapering off. A fair number of folks are
grumbling because they got little or no honey this year (as you
will read in Paul Van Westendorp’s report).
While some of us did just fine either with late raspberries
or urban forage where properties were being watered, we did
have a very dry July and with treating starting earlier and
earlier in August, there was no chance to make up for it once
there was more moisture about. As winter begins to come on,
many of us will be wrapping our bees and adding dry sugar
above the inner cover as an emergency fallback against a long
winter. And then we will pray for an early spring.

A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia
from 1950 to 2000 written by Douglas M. McCutcheon

This book is about us and our industry and what it means to be a beekeeper in BC,
following in the footsteps of pioneer beekeepers.
The History of Beekeeping in British Columbia from 1950 – 2000 is the result
of more than 10 years of talking with beekeepers, inspectors and specialists around
the province, and searching out records, reports and files. Doug McCutcheon, with
the help of wife Eileen, organized it all into a readable journey through the history of
our industry, illuminated by delightful encounters with some of the innovative and
resilient men and women who have chosen to make beekeeping a way of life.
As Doug says: “In the fifty years I write about, there have been great changes in
beekeeping in our province. There are a lot of great stories! Enjoy the read!”

Purchase details: $29.95 each plus shipping.
Available through the BCHPA web site
http://www.bcbeekeepers.com/ by PayPal payment.
BCHPA MEMBERS CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF A LIMITED TIME SHIPPING DISCOUNT OFFER
For further details contact:
historybook@bcbeekeepers.com or visit our web site.

$29.95

plus Shipping

Any proceeds realized by the sale of this book above and beyond retrieving the cost
of production are kindly directed by the author to the
Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund for Honey Bee Education and Research.
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Joe and Marguerite Lomond of Ashcroft sent these photos of a frame with 2 queen bees. Not a mother/daughter pair but sisters,
as you can see from the paint. A curious situation... 'We took the photos this Spring. We must have made a mistake when we
were installing queens in splits or replacing queens in the Spring of 2013. They had overwintered together in the same hive.
They were imported queens from Hawaii as we can't get local queens in the Spring, it is too cold for mating flights. The bees
are bedded down for the winter with entrance reducers on and have been fed sugar syrup a few times so hopefully they will
overwinter well as most have very little honey stores to survive the winter. This has been a bad year for honey production in
our area - the worst in the 34 years that we have been keeping bees. Maybe next year will be better.'

Comox Valley Bee Club invites you to
beautiful Vancouver Island for the

2015 BCHPA Annual General Meeting
and Educational Conference
on the third weekend in October

Location and speakers to be announced,
please keep an eye on the websites for details.
www.comoxvalleybeeclub.com

www.bcbeekeepers.com
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East Kootenays
~ Mike Malmberg
Feeding bees to build food stores for
winter has been a major occupation
for beekeepers in the East Kootenays
this fall. Summer weather conditions
(dry period in late June combined
with a heat wave starting in early July)
resulted in an extremely sparse nectar
flow. Colony buildup in June resulting
in large colonies quickly consumed
any stores available at that time. By the end of July, beekeepers
were noticing very low levels of honey being produced insufficient for overwintering the hives. Many beekeepers
were feeding their hives by mid to late August, hoping to
build up sufficient honey to overwinter their hives. A show of
hands at our November 1 beekeepers meeting in Cranbrook
indicated 3 beekeepers with some honey production for the
year, no one with normal production levels, and the remainder
(20 beekeepers) with no honey harvest.
The East Kootenay Beekeepers fall meeting was held
Saturday afternoon, November 1 in Cranbrook. Twentyfive beekeepers were on hand talk about bees, the disastrous
honey crop this year, and share information about the buzz.
The group watched the video “More Than Honey”. The video
is a marvelous production with outstanding photography
featuring beekeepers and their subjects as it explores current
issues facing the world of bees.
Axel Krause talked about a conference he attended featuring
Michael Bush. Axel outlined some of the perspectives
featured in the book “The Practical Beekeeper” authored by
Bush. It was interesting to hear about some of the ideas and
perspectives featured in this book and it is available on the
website www.bushfarms.com.
Lance Cuthill and Alex Krause did a tag-team presentation
of the highlights delivered by some of the speakers at the
BCHPA Annual Meeting in Richmond. It seems the speakers
at the Educational Day did a fantastic job and our group was
delighted to listen to Lance and Axel present some of the
highlights from their presentations.
The East Kootenay beekeepers are thinking about a spring
meeting, perhaps another Spring Mini Conference for 2015.
Keeping people involved through an active information
exchange is maintaining an enthusiastic and connected group
of beekeepers in this area. This format presents an excellent
recruitment venue for new members and maintaining
membership in the BCHPA.
Prince George
~ John Phillips
Due to the hot weather this summer,
Prince George beekeepers had a poor
harvest of honey; about 20 kg per hive
when the usual yield is 40 to 70 kg
per hive. Also, the bee packages from
New Zealand did not develop very
strongly and that too contributed to the
low honey crop.
It appears that there may be a
shortage of bees for beekeepers next spring. With that warning
on the horizon some club members are placing their orders
now to ensure delivery. However, there are a few beekeepers
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in the area that are starting to supply bees and that will be
welcomed by our members.
At the October club meeting we had a demonstration
of wrapping hives for the winter which was helpful for the
new beekeepers. Throughout the winter our club will be
giving presentations on beekeeping and especially Integrated
Pest Management. Next Spring we plan to again offer the
Introductory Beekeeping Course to our club members.
Allan Cobbin
Sunsine Coast
Our October meeting was generally
well attended with several newer
members in attendance. I reported
BCHPA AGM and noted the earlier
than usual date. Several members
agreed that an October meeting would
be more beneficial to all. Kudos to
the BCHPA Executive and volunteers
for providing an excellent program.
Thanks also to Wayne for his ongoing efforts.
Our Field Day was held at the Botanical Gardens’ site
on August 10 which was followed by a potluck barbeque.
The Bot-Soc honey was sold at one of their Fall events and
realized about $900.00 for the Club’s coffers.
We have been asked by Sechelt’s District’s Council
to provide some input into the preparation of a suitable
beekeeping bylaw. After reviewing several other city and
town bylaws, Penny Allport with assistance from Harry
Meier, submitted several proposals for consideration. One
suggestion was that all beekeepers in Sechelt must register
with the Apiculture Branch of the BC Ministry of Agriculture.
The municipal guidelines complement provincial standards
and promote good management practices for beekeeping in
residential areas. Registration of apiaries online was provided.
Our local honey results were very similar to those noted
throughout the province with less honey being harvested than
in previous years. Extremely dry weather was noted as the
principal reason. On a personal note, my colonies provided 45
lbs per colony this year compared with 60 in previous seasons.
Wayne Neidig has graciously agreed to be our guest
speaker at our next meeting to be held on December 8. Among
the topics he has agreed to discuss are the winterizing process,
and the use and preparation of Oxalic Acid. I would note that
at the commencement of his Presidential term, Wayne said
that he hoped to visit all Club sites in the province; another
promise has been kept at least as far as we are concerned.
We have made some tentative arrangements with Bot-Soc
Executive to have Mark Winston speak locally next year. He
recently authored another book entitled: “Bee Time - Lessons
from the Hive”. While I have only had time to read a couple
of chapters, I am really inspired by his insightful observations
of the inter-relationship between honey bees and our society.
As well, he provides insight into some of the environmental
problems facing us today. In my humble view, this should be
on all beekeepers’ Christmas wish lists!!
While this Season wasn’t the best on record, we must
continue to hope for better future things, for as Vince
Lombardi said: “Once you learn to Quit, it becomes a habit”!!
Best Seasons Greetings from the Sunshine Coast...Allan ❀

Classifieds
COWAN 28 FRAME EXTRACTOR for sale, has steam
uncapper wax spinner honey sump and pump and 1500 lb
tank with hot water coils in it. Works very well. Phone Tom
at 250-956-3920. Located in Port McNeill, BC.

BARRELS & TOTES FOR SALE 45 Gallon stainless
steel barrels, food grade, closed top, with two bungs, $100.
45 Gallon plastic barrels, food grade, open top, with lid
& fastener, $45. 250 Gallon (1000 litres) food grade tote,
with steel cage, plastic bottom, $140. Call Jim Curry at
(250)562-9463 (daytime), (250)967-4580 (evenings).
Prince George, B.C.

HELP WANTED - 4 EXPERIENCED BEEKEEPERS & 1
HONEY BEE FARM SUPERVISOR - Pitt Meadows, BC: 4
experienced beekeepers wanted for Feburary 15 - November
15, 2015, and 1 honey bee farm supervisor on a permanent
full-time basis starting Feburary 1st 2015. Preference will be
given to candidates with queen rearing experience. Hourly
pay rate $13 - $20, depending on experience. Send resumes to
manager, Honeyland Canada Inc.
email: manager@HoneylandCanada.com

SEEKING EMPLOYMENT IN 2015 Keen and eager 23
year old New Zealander with 4 years honey production experience in NZ & AUS seeking work for the 2015 season.
Available mid March 2015.
Please contact: benthebeekeeper@gmail.com
QUEEN REARING HIVES WITH BEES FOR SALE
SPRING 2015. Each hive makes 20 mating nucs and has
2 queens, 80 frames; 4 shallow boxes, top and divided bottom. Included in price are 5 shallow nuc boxes divided into
4 with feeders (20). Total price $600. Also available for
sale standard sized frame feeders.
Email lizandterry@gmail.com
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Bee Cozy
Winter Hive Wraps for Single
and Double Brood Chamber Hives

Bee Cozy
Winter Hive Wraps
The Bee Cozy winter hive wraps have been
tried and tested in the fields for over 23
years.
The Canadian winter has become even
more lengthy in recent years. Bee Cozies
provide one more defense to help keep
your bees healthier, longer.
Healthier bees are more productive bees
come honey flow season.
The simple slip on, slip off placement also
saves you valuable time getting ready for
winter.
“This has got to be the easiest way to
winter hives in that, it is very little work. In
4 easy steps the hive is ready for winter.”
- Lance, Manitoba
To view the 4 easy steps visit our
website or watch the video!
NOD Direct Pricing:
2 storey wrap: $15.95 each
2 storey 6 pack: $87.00
1 storey wrap: $12.50 each
1 storey 12 pack: $145.00
Quantity Price Breaks Available

Bee Cozy Winter Hive Wraps can also
be purchased through most bee supply
outlets across Canada. A full list can be
found on our website.

To learn more visit www.NODGLOBAL.com or call 866 483 2929
HEALTHY BEES. HEALTHY PLANET.
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