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Letter from the editors . . .
By all accounts this year's AGM was a big success, and
we've heard from quite a few about it. Sadly we weren't able to
get there. We live quite a ways from Kelowna so driving wasn't
an option for us as we didn't have the time. Coming by air has
its own problems, and days of heavy fog in our little valley kept
us on the ground. This was quite disappointing as I was looking forward to meeting more of you and spending time with
beekeepers before the winter sets in; a dose of sunshine to take
me through the darker months ahead.
There's been a big outpouring of help this time around in
putting together this issue, from folks who were in Kelowna;
many thanks to all of you. Some wonderful photos have been
sent in, and it is obvious that there was fun being had by all. A
tremendous shout out to the Kelowna beekeepers who did such
a fine job of hosting the event.
So those darker months are here in full force, up in the
'North Country'. We've had a wintry storm come in the last few
days and the wind won't let up; it's cold out there. I was even
starting to feel a little sorry for myself...I think the problem is
we don't get outside as much as we usually do. Luckily I got a
timely message from a fellow beekeeper who saved me from
my funk – I got the kick in the pants I needed! I hear from him
now and again and it is always something interesting; often
times he sends lovely things that I can share with you. This
time he was talking about his grandkids, and the book they've
been reading, which also happens to be a favourite of mine:
'Ferdinand'. Time to get it out and read it to our five year old – I
would highly recommend it.
In this fellow's message he pointed out something in the
book – Ferdinand the bull loves to sit under his tree and en-

joy the flowers, until one
day he gets stung by a bee!
But those bees are part of
what makes the flowers so
nice....
So it's good to know all sides of the story, and understand
that the whole is the sum; but all parts aren't always equal. I
talked a little last issue about a new farmer in our valley, the
size of his operations, and the loop it's thrown many of us for.
GM crops are what he's planted, canola to be precise, first of its
kind here. There are a group of us who are trying to keep up –
getting all the information that we can, talking to all the people
who will put up with us, looking into alternatives. Seems these
past few years we've been inundated with information about
what is harming honey bees and other pollinators. Big AG is
one of the culprits, and we're uneasy about having our bees forage in these places. It's not necessarily that the plants have been
modified – it's also all the chemicals that are associated with
these crops. There's been so much talk about this and so much
research, it can make your head spin. But what's being done?
Some of the big chemical companies are planting flowers, I've
heard. And sponsoring all kinds of things for beekeepers. And
getting together with our industry to help find solutions...but
there's definitely an elephant in the room. Seems to be a lot of
change in some areas and resistance to it in others. I can't help
but hope that there is a better way, and though it seems unlikely
even on the small scale that we have here, we'll keep talking
about other possibilities. I'll keep you posted on our progress...
While the land sleeps and the living wait...warmest wishes
to you! See you in the spring.
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Our Cover Story: In this photo Diane captures more
of a “cleansing landing” as the honey bee to the right
empties on to her wrist! It’s not uncommon for the
bees to stop by for a visit while they’re making their
cleansing flights on a sunny winter’s day. Like most
beekeepers, Diane misses her bees during the cold
winter months and enjoys the sight and sound that occurs when the workers come out to do their business...
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From the President
A long awaited report was received on the 28th of October from the Canadian Food Inspection Agency, which
announced their findings for the Risk Assessment for the
Importation of Package Bees from the United States. The
results of their reassessment include that there is still a significant risk involved, and recommend keeping the border
closed to package bees. Individuals may comment on this
decision on or before November the 25th by sending an
email to ahra-arsa@inspection.gc.ca. The full report can be
found at BCHPA website bcbeekeepers.com.
This year's convention opened with the traditional Wine
and Cheese Social with an excess of 100 individuals having
paid. This Social brings a lot of old friends together, and an
introduction to new ones. The wonderful assortment of appetizers were great and kept one having to control their urge
to return time after time.
The Business Day on Saturday began with the Convention Chair Chris Boulanger welcoming everyone on behalf of the Convention Committee. The Deputy Mayor of
Kelowna, Councillor Luke Stack, then welcomed all beekeepers to the wonderful city of Kelowna.
Rod Scarlett, Executive Director of the Canadian Honey
Council (CHC), spoke on what was happening nationally
with the beekeeping industry, and what direction the CHC is
heading in representing Canadian beekeeping associations.
Reports were given by the Executive and others who
were heading up various committees, including our Regional Representatives. Their reports are also included in this
issue of BeesCene
The election of three new people to the Executive was
held, with Barry Denluck of Victoria elected as the First
Vice President, Kerry Clark of Dawson Creek as Second
Vice President, and Irene Tiampo of Victoria as Secretary.
Welcome to these new members of the Executive, and thank
you to Janice Bobic for the two years she served as Secretary.
The Business meeting closed with our last guest speaker
for the day being Mr. Tim Talbot, Office of Animal Biosecurity, and Canadian Food Inspection Agency. Tim explained
in detail the National Bee Farm – Level Biosecurity Standard that had been distributed earlier in the year to the Beekeeping Industry across Canada.
The evening saw the banquet that was filled to capacity,
with unfortunately a waiting list. The BC Minister of Agriculture Hon. Pat Pimm was unable to deliver a welcoming
speech on behalf of the government due to previous commitments, but Kelowna – Lake Country MLA Norm Letnick filled in and we thank him.
As President of the BCHPA, it was my privilege to present two awards this year, the first being to Joe and Margaret
Lomond for their outstanding contribution to the beekeeping industry over the years. I also was pleased to present

a Lifetime Membership to Mike McLennan for his years of
service and his contribution to the beekeeping industry in
British Columbia.
Mike Roberts was
the evening speaker
and gave a great talk
on the fascinating
Wayne Neidig
life of honey bees. The
BCHPA President
Master of Ceremonies
Jeff Hay kept the audience on their toes playing a couple of games; this produced
a lot of competition between the tables and resulted in a lot
of laughter.
The Live auction was handled by Brian Lovig, a professional auctioneer, and he did a bang-up job of raising the bar
higher and higher.
The Educational Day followed on Sunday with the following speakers:
Dr. Larry Connor – Kalamazoo, Michigan, USA
Peter Awram – Rosedale, B.C.
Dr. Medhat Nasr – Edmonton, Alberta
Judie Barta – West Kelowna, B.C.
Sue Cobey – Washington State, USA
James and Max MacDonald- Armstrong, B.C.
Leonard Foster – Vancouver, B.C.
Heather Clay–Vernon, B.C.
Hossein Yeganehrad – New Westminster, B.C.
Dr. Timothy Lawrence –Washington, USA
All the speakers gave great talks and were major contributors to the overall success of the 2013 AGM; we thank
them for the time and knowledge they passed on to us.
I would also like to thank, on behalf of the Executive and
the Convention Committee, the eighteen companies that
were showing their wares in our trade show; they also were
a major factor in making this Convention a huge success.
In closing I would
like to thank the
Kelowna Convention
Committee for all their
hard work, and the important extras, such as
the honey contest and
the significant other
program. A job well
done! ❀
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Beelines
News from the Ministry of Agriculture
PAUL VAN WESTENDORP, Manager, BCMA Apiculture Program
paul.vanwestendorp@gov.bc.ca.
BCHPA AGM – Kelowna
This was a terrific annual meeting! For those that did not
attend, they certainly missed a very well organized and enjoyable event! I would like to express my appreciation to all
the members of the Kelowna committee for organizing an
excellent conference, from the hotel, to the meals and the
banquet! A job well done! The question now is, where will
the next AGM take place?
CFIA Risk Assessment
In the last issue of BeesCene I reported in detail about
the risk assessment being carried out by the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency (CFIA) concerning the proposed import
of bee packages from the United States. I encouraged beekeeper associations and clubs to become involved in the discussion and have their views and concerns heard. As far as I
know, only the Capital Region Beekeepers Association (aka
the Victoria bee club) has so far submitted its position in a
letter to Canadian Honey Council and CFIA.
In my article, I also wrote about the step-by-step process
involved from the initial request for a risk assessment to the
final stage of advising the federal minister of agriculture of
its position on the proposed import of US bee packages. The
greater the involvement of beekeeper groups, the greater the
confidence the minister will have in making the final decision.
CFIA released the risk assessment report on October 24.
The general conclusion of the risk assessment report is that
conditions have not changed compared to the previous risk
assessment of 2003 and that there is no scientific evidence
to reduce the current import conditions.
The report assessed four primary hazards according to
various measures:
The report further concluded that the current control
measures allow for the continued import of honey bee
queens from the US because they can be individually inspected, which cannot be done with honey bee packages.
The full report can be accessed on-line.
While the CFIA report provided conclusions based on
the scientific information available, the Canadian beekeep-
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ing industry must decide whether the estimated risks warrant continued import restrictions or that the economic benefits of US bee package imports justify the risks. Whatever
the beekeeping community concludes, it was imperative for
individuals, local clubs, and provincial associations to submit their comments to CFIA.
Production Survey 2013
The annual Beekeeping Production Survey has been underway. All beekeepers are encouraged to participate in this
free, completely anonymous and confidential survey, especially beekeepers with 10 or more colonies. The more data
we collect, the greater the confidence we have in producing
statistics that reflect the BC beekeeping industry’s performance and condition.
The most convenient way to participate in the survey is
by visiting www.al.gov.bc.ca/apiculture and select the Survey button. It will take barely 5 minutes to fill out the form.
When we open the survey form, there is no identity or record of you available to us. After we have entered the data,
the survey form is destroyed. After more than 20 years of
annual production surveys, there has never been a breach
in the security of the data we collected and tabulated. Beekeepers large and small can have complete confidence in
submitting their production data for this important survey.
I like to respond to one of the comments submitted by
survey participants. Every year, the question is asked why
we ask for production figures in pounds even though Canada became metricized in the 1970s! Over 10 years ago, we
introduced the option of beekeepers submitting their data
in kilograms. It resulted in confusion and the collection of
wrong data. Hence, we decided to stick to the old system of
pounds. Beekeepers are welcome to submit their production
data in kilograms as long as it is clearly indicated in the
space provided for ‘comments’.
Small Hive Beetle Update
In the previous issue of BeesCene, I reported on the national Small Hive Beetle program which is still under development by provincial and federal governments. When
completed, the national plan will be released and distributed

to beekeepers associations and groups across the country.
In recent conference calls, it was reported that the Small
Hive Beetle has not increased its presence in Canada in
2013. In fact, Ontario and Quebec where SHB was first diagnosed, reported that the beetle had remained in the quarantined zones and that infestations had declined or become
non-detectable. The same was reported for the Manitoba
cases. Small Hive Beetles are tropical and sub-tropical insects that require specific physical and climatic conditions
to complete their life cycle. Canada doesn’t appear to offer
conditions long enough for SHB to proliferate. This may
explain why SHB has so far not been detected in BC even
with US colonies being placed near the Canada-US border
during blueberry pollination season.
Nonetheless, the apiculture program will carry out surveys to detect SHB along the border again next spring.
While SHB may not pose an acute health and economic risk
to BC beekeepers, it is prudent to prevent its introduction
where possible.
Beekeeping Courses
Preparations are underway of the biennial Bee Master
Course planned for February 24-28, 2014.
The course will be held at the Michael Smith Building at
the UBC campus.
For the last 18 months or so, interested persons had the
opportunity to have their name and email address added to
the course’s Notification List. When the course details and
tentative program have become available, all of those on the
notification list will be contacted by email.
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The Bee Master Course is intended for students with extensive beekeeping experience who are interested to learn
more about apiculture research and science. The course will
NOT make participants better beekeepers because most of
the information has little to do with beekeeping management.
The course can accommodate 45 students but the notification list currently holds nearly 100 names. Not all of
these people are expected to register but it is safe to assume
that more people wish to enroll in the course than spaces
available. Hence, it is important for those who are serious
of taking the course, to register promptly after receiving the
notification email. The email is planned for release in the
second half of November.
Reporting Suspected Cases of Bee Poisoning Due to
Pesticide Applications
As reported in recent issues of BeesCene, there has been
a great deal of discussion about bee poisonings, especially
after a series of incidences in Ontario and Quebec that involved neonicotinoids.
In the January issue of BeesCene, I wrote that the most
effective and cost-saving approach to bee poisoning is
through prevention. Effective communication between
beekeepers, growers and pesticide applicators in the area
where the colonies are placed, will virtually eliminate the
danger of bee poisoning. However, the recent introduction
and widespread use of certain chemicals including neonicotinoids, have highlighted the need for a closer look at the
issue, both in terms of frequency and the identity of the
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packages
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chemicals involved. While the findings of the incidences in
Ontario and Quebec may not have been conclusive, Health
Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA)
concluded that a sufficient number of claims have been
made by beekeepers that warrant further investigation. In
cooperation with provinces, beekeepers can submit samples
in cases where circumstances strongly point to the possibility of bee poisoning.
Bee samples can be submitted to the Apiculture Program
office in Abbotsford. Whole bees must be fresh (i.e. not decomposed) and must be frozen in a paper bag for at least
a couple of days before shipment. Equally important is to
provide circumstantial information about the location and
condition of the colonies, the time of day, weather conditions, etc., and details about the crop and floral sources on
which the bees may have foraged.

Wanted:

one in arrels

ee ollen

one

CFIA Shift
On October 08, it was announced that the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency (CFIA) will now report to the Minister
of Health. Much of CFIA’s work deals with food safety and
in the past, it has worked closely with Health Canada and
the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC). Having the
three agencies report to the same Minister will ensure a coordinated and integrated federal approach to food safety.
The Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food will continue
to be responsible for non-food safety agricultural activities,
including economic and trade issues, as well as important
animal health and plant protection work. ❀
~ Paul van Westendorp
Provincial Apiculturist
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Ask us for our stock item catalogue
(604) 270-0111
140 – 9200 Van Horne Way, Richmond B.C. V6X 1W3

www.richardspackaging.com

A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia
from 1950 to 2000 written by Douglas M. McCutcheon

Our long awaited history book is now in print! This book is about us and our
industry and what it means to be a beekeeper in BC, following in the footsteps of
pioneer beekeepers.
The History of Beekeeping in British Columbia from 1950 – 2000 is the result
of more than 10 years of talking with beekeepers, inspectors and specialists around
the province, and searching out records, reports and files. Doug McCutcheon, with
the help of wife Eileen, organized it all into a readable journey through the history of
our industry, illuminated by delightful encounters with some of the innovative and
resilient men and women who have chosen to make beekeeping a way of life.
As Doug says: “In the fifty years I write about, there have been great changes in
beekeeping in our province. There are a lot of great stories! Enjoy the read!”

Purchase details: $29.95 each plus shipping.
Available through the BCHPA web site
http://www.bcbeekeepers.com/ by PayPal payment.
BCHPA MEMBERS CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF A LIMITED TIME SHIPPING DISCOUNT OFFER
For further details contact:
historybook@bcbeekeepers.com or visit our web site.

$29.95

Any proceeds realized by the sale of this book above and beyond retrieving the cost of
production are kindly directed by the author to the
Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund for Honey Bee Education and Research.
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Canadian Honey Council Report
The second face to face
meeting of the Council this
year was held October 28th, in
Ottawa. Surprisingly, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s
(CFIA) long awaited Risk Management Report on the situation
for importing package honey
bees from the United States did
not stir any debate. It seems
that Board members know the
Gerry McKee,
positions of the provinces have
Canadian
not changed and remain polarHoney Council
ized as they have been since the
border was closed over 25 years
ago. The two provinces seeking access to the perceived lower cost stock from the U.S. reiterated their claim that bees
were not available this spring in Canada, even though the
results of a survey conducted by the Executive Director of
the CHC indicated that they were.
The following day was heavily scheduled, with meetings
and discussions with various regulators and policy makers
related to our industry. Stephen Page and team from Agriculture Agri-Food Canada gave an update on the GMO situation for Canadian honey reappearing in the European Market which was the third largest export for Canada, two years
ago. Possibly, Canadian honey may re-enter the market by
March next year, if the European Court accepts the International WTO Standards that pollen is a natural constituent of
honey and not an ingredient. EU labeling rules require a listing of ingredients and GMO labeling would have significant
market resistance.
Dr. Connie Razman and team from CFIA provided an
update on the Small Hive Beetle program which is expanding with three sub-committees focusing on surveillance,
containment and control. Funding will also be sought as
this pest is not classified in the Animal Health Regulations
for direct financial support by the Federal government. The
SHB program must meet International Animal Health Standards in order to export Canadian honey bees to countries
that do not have this pest. This program is also needed to
support Canada’s restrictions on imports from countries
with this pest.
Matt McBain, policy advisor to our Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Gerry Ritz, listened to our concerns over the
need for a round table meeting of stakeholders involving the
health of honey bees, compensation for loss of honey bees
to pesticide poisoning and funding for research and training.
Debbie Fishbien and four members of her team on Safe
Foods for Canadians provided an overview on the Regulatory Framework for Federal Food Inspection. This is a massive overhaul and they are expecting to have their report
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of feedback and reactions from stakeholders to be released
in the spring of 2014. The target for new Food Inspection
Regulations to come into effect is January, 2015.
Our meeting with the Pest Management Regulatory
Agency (PMRA) included team members for environmental
assessment, as well as entomologists and microbiologists.
We reviewed the Ontario, Quebec and Manitoba bee incidents as well as product registration and harmonization with
the U.S. In discussing PMRA’s Interim report for 2013,
Council was alarmed to hear the reference to honey being
taken from the brood comb for residue testing being referred
to as honey comb samples. We pointed out that honey for
human consumption is not taken from the brood comb but
from another higher region of the hive and this fact needs
to be clearly stated. Perhaps this seems to be a small distinction, but significant for consumers. Clarification was
needed. Our industry may be small but our role is huge. ❀
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From the UBC Research Lab
by Leonard J. Foster with contributions from M. Marta
Guarna, Miriam Bixby, Shelley Hoover and Stephen F. Pernal
Marker-assisted selective breeding of hygienic
behaviour
Happy fall everyone! As many of you know, our project
is in its final phase now. This past summer we have been
busy testing the third generation of bees in various ways
but let me first remind you of some of the background: we
have had three parallel breeding efforts going on. From the
600+ colonies that we initially surveyed in 2011, the ones
demonstrating high levels of hygienic behaviour from each
operation were moved to Heather Higo and Liz Huxter’s
apiaries in BC to form the initial selective breeding pool.
From these we then bred two independent populations, one
where the parents for each generation were selected using
the standard liquid nitrogen-freeze/kill test and one where
the parents for each generation were selected using the protein markers that we have been talking about. The first two
generations of each of these were done via instrumental insemination with the help of Sue Cobey while the third one
was done via closed mating in isolated apiaries by Liz Huxter’s team near Grand Forks. The bees selected via the conventional test are referred to as ‘field-assisted selection’, or
FAS, while the bees selected using the protein markers are
referred to as ‘marker-assisted selection’, or MAS. Another
population of bees that you need to know about were randomly chosen from the initial 600+ colonies surveyed and
were propagated over the past two years but without any
specific selection. This population we refer to as the ‘benchmarks’. Over the past six months, and continuing for at least
7 more months, we have been testing the FAS, MAS and
benchmarks in several ways. I describe each of these below
with a short update about their performance but in all cases
I caution you not to interpret anything as final since much
of the data from the past summer is still being compiled and
more data is still to be collected between now and the spring
Beekeeper evaluations:
Early in the summer of 2013 we sent around twelve
queens from each of the three stocks to twelve different
commercial beekeepers around BC, AB, SK and MB. The
queens were colour-coded so that the beekeepers did not
know which stock was which. These cooperators were then
asked to keep records on various parameters. As you can
imagine, this was a lot of additional work for those operations, for which we are eternally grateful to them for agreeing to do! The summer’s data are still coming in so we do
not have a full picture of the performance of the stock so far
but some data that we do have are very encouraging. For
both the FAS and MAS bees, mite levels over the summer
increased about five-fold but for the benchmark, unselected

bees, mite levels increased
more than eight-fold.
While FAS bees selected
in other experiments are
known to help control
Varroa, seeing similar
performance for our MAS
bees gives us some real
confidence that the whole
process may work!

Leonard Foster,
BSc, PhD

Baseline survey of
Photo ~ Brian Hawkes,
producer operations:
Genome BC
The year prior to placing these queens with the producer beekeepers for evaluation, we also undertook a survey of colonies in each of their
operations in order to get some baseline data on disease
load, colony strength, honey production and mortality. From
spring 2011 to spring 2012 we had teams that went to each
operation and collected data on a total of 465 colonies. Over
the course of the year that number dwindled down to 265
due to losses, sales, or other circumstances. Overall though,
the data are revealing. Varroa loads were generally reasonable, although in the summer of 2011 in BC went as high as
3%. Nosema loads varied considerably but were generally
hovering around 1,000,000 spores per bee, with noticeable
decreases in the fall when beekeepers treated for Nosema.
What was striking, although not surprising, was that honey
production was significantly affected by both Varroa and
Nosema – with higher levels of either pathogen honey production dropped. Lastly, high levels of Nosema appeared to
be particularly predictive of colony death during the winter. We will be collecting more data on the relationships
between Nosema and/or Varroa load and honey production
and colony mortality in these commercial operations.
Enrichment of hygienic behaviour across generations:
Recall that if all went according to plan we should be
seeing hygienic behaviour increasing in both MAS and
FAS bees versus the benchmarks through subsequent generations. Indeed this is the case with FAS bees getting very
close to 100% hygienic (complete removal of freeze-killed
brood in 24 h) over the three generations. MAS bees, not
unexpectedly, are not quite as hygienic but are still significantly better than benchmarks. More important, however,
is how the selected bees deal with disease. In both the F1
and F3, MAS and FAS colonies have been more resistant
to becoming infected with AFB, and have shown more propensity for recovery. In addition, preliminary data suggests
that MAS bees seem to be as good at controlling Varroa as
FAS bees so we are all eagerly anticipating the results that
will come in during the next few months. ❀
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Sunshine Coast Comb Honey Project

Here are some highlights of what we did this summer at our club bee yard at the Sunshine Coast Botanical
Gardens. Rob Haines, our local queen breeder, showed
us his technique of grafting to raise new queens. A few of
us met each week to assist Rob and monitor the progress.
It was most interesting to see the results - about 55 queen
cells resulted and about 35 queens were raised. We made
3 nucs from 3 of the cells and 2 survived very well. Now
we will winter these 2 nucs above the 2 stronger hives in
our yard.
With young "Sechelt queens" it will be interesting to
see how they will do this winter.
Rob (wearing the bright orange shirt), was also willing to teach us how to have bees make comb honey. A
few of us met for a work party and prepared 2 shallow
boxes with special wax foundation. That is what the following photos are about.
It was a fun evening getting these frames ready, especially melting wax to hold the thin foundation in the
frames.

12
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During the next week a few of us got together to extract 20 frames
of honey we had removed from the hives, and had the honey ready in
2 buckets to be put into frame feeders in the hives, along with the new
foundation we had prepared the previous week.
It was a treat to taste some new honey as a reward....mmmmmm....
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The bees worked extra hard and were successful in
making pretty well 20 frames of beautiful comb. This
was cut out into chunks of 4 and packaged by a few of
our faithful weekly helpers, then made available for sale
at the Botanical Gardens' labour day "harvest festival".
It was really a great learning time for most of the beekeepers that came out, as they had never been part of this
kind of project, us included.

14
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The finished product...

Story submitted by Harry Meier.
Thanks to all who took
photos during the project:
Debra MacWilliam, Ross & Bernice Harry,
Joanna Zilsel, Rob Haines,
Betty & Harry Meier and Sally Burke.

BCHPA Certified Producer Program
Wooden Ware
Hive Bodies
Lids – Migratory, Telescoping
Bottom Boards – Screened, Pallets
Nuc Boxes – 4, 5 and 6 Frame
Custom Orders

NUCS
Bees
4 Frame
HivesNucs
and
with
or without
4 frame
nucs
queens
available
available end of May.

at the end of May

Darin Ingram
www.ingramapiaries.com
Tel: 1-250-718-4987 info@ingramapiaries.com
2660 Lower Glenrosa Road, Westbank, BC V4T 1P9

supplies
supplies&&
education
education
Serving
Vancouver
mainland
Serving
Vancouverand
andthe
the lower
lower mainland
We offer: Arataki Packages, Nucs, tools,
clothing, frames, educational courses
and so much more!!
Pick-up locations:
Abbotsford, Burnaby, Richmond,
Tsawwassen, Vancouver and Whistler
www.urbanbeesupplies.ca
info@urbanbeesupplies.ca
778-990-2176

We Ship
Everywhere!

The Certified Producer program is designed to assist
BCHPA members sell their products by providing
special labeling that customers will come to recognize as
representing high quality honey, exclusively produced by
local beekeepers.
Labels can now
be purchased by
Registered Certified
Producers only.
Lots consist
of groups of 1,000.
2,000 and less:
$0.05 per label
greater than 2000:
$0.04 per label
NOTE: lid seals are individually numbered for lot
tracking and some conditions apply to CP label
purchases - see BCHPA website for details
You can apply to the program
by downloading the application form from the
BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.com
Or contact Judy Campbell:
2595 Lefeuvre Road, Abbotsford, BC V4X 1L5
Email: jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com
Tel: 604-856-2125
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This column is a place where all beekeepers are encouraged to both
ask questions and give answers. It has been said that if you ask
three beekeepers a question, you will get four different answers,
so readers will have to take answers under careful consideration.
Beekeepers are encouraged to respond to answers when their
thoughts may differ.

An important thing to always keep in mind is the wide range of environmental
conditions we encounter in our province. It's best to be cautious when taking
advice for your bees, and to take into consideration where that advice is coming
from. Always consult experienced, successful beekeepers in your area.
Please send questions and responses to the editor at BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com.

Q: It is late in the growing season where I am, and my
hive has swarmed. The bees are making new queen cells,
but there aren't many drones at this point and I don't want
to wait for these queens to develop and risk having the hive
go queenless. If I can find a queen from another beekeeper
to introduce, should I go in and destroy the queen cells that
the bees are making, or save them in case the queen I buy
isn't accepted?
A: Something unusual is
happening with your colony.
That the bees have swarmed
so late in the year and raised
so few drones could be attributed to the bees being
overcrowded, lacking ventilation and having little or no
room for the queen to lay. In
any case, your colony, being
close to going into winter, will
need to raise winter bees i.e.
young bees that have, in large
part, been raised free of Varroa mites. In view of the time
needed for the colony to come
up with a mated queen and have her eggs develop into winter bees, I would suggest immediately re-queening the hive
after removing the queen cells.
~ Lance Cuthill, Cranbrook, BC
A: If you can save them then go ahead. It gives you a backup.
~ Tony Puddicombe, Vancouver BC
Q: Do honey bee stings really help with arthritis?
A: My understanding is that the only benefit to arthritis
sufferers of getting stung is the ensuing inflammatory response, which generates heat in the local area. Heat is wellknown as a short-term treatment to sooth arthritis pain. I
believe that any further claims to its healing powers are not
proven.
~ Leonard Foster, UBC
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A: There is a large body of evidence acquired over many
decades that indicate bee venom provides temporary relief
of rheumatoid arthritic pains. Bee venom contains various
proteins and also acts as an anticoagulant and is anti-inflammatory. When bee venom is applied to an arthritic joint, the
affected area experiences increased circulation which provides relief.
~ Paul van Westendorp, BCMA
A: I’m not sure what scientific studies have been conduct-

West Coast Bee
Supplies
All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:
- Apistan Strips
- Fumagilin B
- Menthol Boards
- Hive Boxes

- Formic Acid
- Oxytet 25
- Bee Pro
- CheckMite
- Bee Suits and much more

Bob Fisher
Phone 604-272-1921

Fax 604-272-1928

Email: bluebob@shaw.ca
Store Address:
Mailing Address:
9351 #6 Road
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5

ed to prove that bee stings help with arthritis but during my
travels as a bee inspector, I have not seen one long time
beekeeper who suffered from arthritis in the hands.
~ Lance Cuthill, Cranbrook, BC
A: A book I have read said that they definitely do. The
book was by a beekeeper who had treated people for 50
years. I don't know if a double-blind scientific study had
been done.
~ Tony Puddicombe, Vancouver, BC
Q: If I was interested in getting my hive products tested for
chemical residues, how would I
go about doing that? Is it possible to do this?
A: It certainly is possible to
have any hive product tested
for nearly any chemical residue. However, as these tests are
mainly done in a private laboratory, with costs being paid by
the beekeeper, it would be wise
to first determine what is to be
tested and what residues are to be looked for: e.g. honey
is to be tested for fluvalinate contamination or pollen is to
be tested for neonicotinoid levels. By consulting with your
Provincial Apiarist, the nearest facility doing these tests, the
costs and the need for them can be explained.
~ Lance Cuthill, Cranbrook, BC
A: In the last 50 years or so, an enormous number of chemical and drug products of wide-ranging chemical composition have been introduced in agriculture and industry. Any
number of these man-made products could end-up in food
products as a contaminant and residue. To apply a “general”
analysis without specifying any details about the chemical
identity would be a complex and expensive process. In such
case, the hive product(s) must undergo a set of sequential
chemical analyses that narrows down step-by-step to the
identity of the specific residue, assuming there is a residue.
Because of the cost, chemical analyses are generally not applied unless the beekeeper has compelling evidence of the
source and nature of the suspected residue.
There are no publicly-funded laboratories in BC that carry
out routine chemical analysis of hive products. In cases
where contamination of hive products is suspected, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency carries out chemical analyses of food products to ensure food safety.
~ Paul van Westendorp, BCMA
Q: One of my customers asked me what the health benefits
of honey are. I am hesitant to make any claims that haven't
been substantiated. I am unsure what to tell people who ask
this question. Are there any good books on this subject?
A: Lots of books. No question that it is good for you.
'Health and the Honey Bee', by Charles Mraz, Queen City
Publications, Burlington, Vermont, 1995. He writes of 60
years of using bee venom for auto-immune diseases such

as arthritis and multiple sclerosis. Very detailed. I tried using bee stings for arthritis in my knees but have not done it
enough to report any definite benefits.
Also 'Honey and Your Health', Bodog Beck and Doree
Smedley, Dodd, Mead and Company, 1938. I have not read
this in years but it has a lot of information on honey and
venom.
They quote the bible: “My son, eat thou honey, for it is
good.” - Solomon: Proverbs
24:13
I go to bookstores and ask to
see beekeeping books. When
old beekeepers die and the
relatives do not want the books
they end up in bookstores. It
would be interesting to search
to see if any double-blind scientific research has been done
on the use of honey and venom.
~ Tony Puddicombe,
Vancouver, BC
A: Honey and products of
the hive have been part of humanity's medicinal toolkit for
millenia. Most ancient civilizations used it. One of the best
books on the subject is "Two Million Blossoms - Discovering the Medicinal Benefits of Honey" by honey bee biologist and science writer Kirsten Traynor.
~ Chris Boulanger, Kelowna, BC ❀

A BEE’S BEST
DEFENSE
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VARROA MITE
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control program.
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New Executive
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Second Vice President

Kerry Clark
In 1963, my family was building on a property in Pitt Meadows that had several old cedars occupied by honey bees, so we decided to keep some hives. With
3 friends in highschool, I learned about basic beekeeping in a 4H club associated
with the Maple Ridge bee club. I've kept some of the same equipment since then.
I took my first Beemaster's course in 1969 and focused on insects in a B.Sc.
in Zoology ('71) UBC. Some apiculture highlights: beekeepers tour of New Zealand, attended Apimondia in Greece 1979 (noting the focus on Varroa). There
were several Beemaster years, a Master's degree ('82 to '85) at SFU with Mark
Winston, researching honey bee mites (first record of tracheal mites in BC).
I did 10 years in extension as a BC Apiculture Program rep. in the Fraser Valley, and participated in a Saskatchewan research project in 1987 (bees with first
Varroa mites recognized in N. America).
I was an Apiculture Technician at Ag. Cda Beaverlodge Research Station in
1989, then Apiary Specialist with BC Agriculture, Dawson Creek for 10 years in
applied bee research, then position transitioned to broader topics. Peace Bee Association: 1989 to present, and also am the BCHPA Peace Region rep..

Maximize Spring Build-up
and Colony Health
Feed ready-made patties from

Industries Canada Inc.

Hive Contamination Management

GLOBAL PATTIES

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate
for good build-up and large honey crops.
Feed patties to ensure colony health,
fast build-up and maximum production.

Learn more at www.globalpatties.com
and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free
or email mike@globalpatties.com
Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease
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ISO 9001
Please contact Iotron for more information
Iotron Industries Canada Inc.
1425 Kebet Way, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838 Fax; 604 945-8827
Email iotron@iotron.com Website www.iotron.com

First Vice President
Barry Denluck
I have resided in Victoria for almost
50 years. Born in Saskatoon and raised
on the prairies, I am forever bonded to
the mountains, rivers, lakes and ocean
of British Columbia. My background
is more of a technical nature having
worked in the computer industry for at
least 20 years. My wife, Gay Anne, and
I have always been active gardeners,
having grown flowers for decades and
raised bees for more than 10 years. I
have actively served for the last 6 years
on the executive of CRBA, the Capital Region Beekeepers Association of
greater Victoria, BC. Today, I am semi
retired with a focus on breeding bees
for our local climate. Keeping honey
bees is my passion and is my preferred
activity for at least the next 20 years.

Secretary
Irene Tiampo
I was born and raised in Vancouver.
My late husband and I had bees at our
farm in Abbotsford in the early 70’s.
We left the farm when our son was
born and moved back to Vancouver.
In 1998, we re-located to Victoria for
business reasons. In 2002 I took over
my late husband’s real estate business
in Victoria. I have been with the Capital Region Beekeepers Association for
4 years and have been active since the
spring of 2012 when I took the honey
judging course from Larry Lindahl and helped judge the honey entries at the
Saanich Fair in 2012 and 2013. I became the Secretary of the CRBA in spring
of 2013. At this time I have 5 hives wintering in my backyard. ❀

New and Used
Storage Tanks for
Honey,
Liquid Sucrose
and more!

Twin Maple Industrial Tanks
604 854 6776

800 663 8898

604 854 3223
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Health of Honey Bees
Adversely Impacted by Selenium
by Iqbal Pittalwala, University of California, Riverside
Traditionally, honey bee research has focused on environmental stressors such as pesticides, pathogens and diseases. Now a research team led by entomologists at the University of California, Riverside has published a study that
focuses on an anthropogenic pollutant:
selenium (Se).
The researchers found that the four
main forms of Se in plants — selenate,
selenite, methylselenocysteine and selenocystine — cause mortality and delays
in development in the honey bee.
“Metal pollutants like selenium contaminate soil, water, can be accumulated
in plants, and can even be atmospherically deposited on the
hive itself,” said Kristin Hladun, the lead author of the study
and a postdoctoral entomologist. “Our study examined the
toxic effects of selenium at multiple life stages of the honey
bee in order to mimic the chronic exposure this insect may
face when foraging in a contaminated area.”
Study results appear in the Oct. 2013 issue of the journal
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry.

THANK YOU FOR ANOTHER
GREAT HONEY SEASON!
Stay UP-TO-DATE with our new products by downloading

our HONEY CATALOGUE at www.dominiongrimm.ca

New products ALWAYS being added!!
D&G supports Canadian manufacturers!

jenny@dominiongrimm.ca

1 877 676 1914
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The honey bee is an important agricultural pollinator in
the United States and throughout the world. In areas of Se
contamination, honey bees may be at risk because of the
biotransfer of the metal from Se-accumulating plants.
Se contamination is a global problem originating from
naturally contaminated soils and a multitude of anthropogenic sources including mining and
industrial activities such as petroleum
refining and coal-power production, as
well as where agricultural runoff is collected and can concentrate Se from the
surrounding soils.
Low Se concentrations are beneficial to many animals; in particular, it is
a critical component of an antioxidant
enzyme. Slightly higher concentrations, however, are toxic.
Several insect species suffer toxic effects from feeding on
Se-contaminated food.
In the case of the honey bee, Se enters the body through
ingestion of contaminated pollen and nectar. Organic forms
of Se can alter protein conformation and cause developmental problems, and inorganic forms of Se can cause oxidative
stress.
“It is not clear how selenium damages the insect’s internal organs, or if the bee has the ability to detoxify these
compounds at all,” Hladun said. “Further research is necessary to examine the cellular and physiological effects of
selenium.”
Hladun explained that honey bees may also be more susceptible than other insects due to a lack of detoxification
enzymes that other insects still possess. Further, honey bees
at the larval stage are more susceptible to selenium relative
to other insect species.
“Mortality within the hive can reduce the number of
workers and foragers overall,” she said. “The forager’s
ability to tolerate high concentrations of selenium may act
against the colony as a whole. Honey bees are social animals and their first line of defense against environmental
stressors is the foraging bees themselves. High concentrations of Se will not kill foragers outright, so they can continue to collect contaminated pollen and nectar, which will
be stored and distributed throughout the colony.”
Besides areas surrounding coal-fired power plants, petroleum refineries, copper refineries, and mining activities,
areas around industrial plants producing glass, pigments,
inks, and lubricants, can all be anthropogenic sources of Se.
In the United States, the well-established toxicity of Se to
wildlife and humans has resulted in this element being regulated by the Toxic Substances Control Act and the Clean
Water Act. ❀

ENFORCEMENT BULLETIN
May 21, 2013
Edmonton, Alberta
1) Russell Severson of Camrose, Alberta was fined $31,200
by Health Canada for the use of an unregistered pest control
product in beehives.
In March, 2013, Health Canada’s Pesticide Compliance Program issued six (6) notices of violation each with a $5,200
penalty under the Administrative Monetary Penalties Act to
Russell Severson for the use of an unregistered pest control
product containing the active ingredient amitraz.
2) Miedema Honey Farm Inc. of Barrhead, Alberta was
fined $8,000 by Health Canada for the use of an unregistered pest control product in beehives, and for the importation of an unregistered pest control product.
In March, 2013, Health Canada’s Pesticide Compliance
Program issued two (2) notices of violation each with a $
4,000 penalty under the Administrative Monetary Penalties
Act to Miedema Honey Farm Inc. for the use of an unregistered pest control product containing the active ingredient
amitraz, and for the importation of an unregistered pest control product containing the active ingredient thymol.
The Administrative Monetary Penalties Act provides a
system of penalties and warnings for violations of several
federal Acts including the Pest Control Products Act, which
regulates pesticides. The Administrative Monetary Penalties
Act allows Canadian pesticide regulatory officials to impose
penalties without having to pursue formal prosecution.

Health Canada is responsible for the regulation of pesticides
in Canada under the Pest Control Products Act. Each pesticide proposed for use in Canada is evaluated to determine
if it meets Health Canada’s standards for the protection of
health and the environment, and whether the product is
effective for its intended use. Pesticides that meet Health
Canada’s standards are registered for use.
The import, sale or use of unregistered pesticides in Canada
is a violation of the Pest Control Products Act, as is using
a pesticide in a manner other than directed on the product
label. Health Canada investigates reports of illegal pesticides or use through its network of regional offices. Anyone
wishing to report a suspected contravention should contact
Health Canada’s Pest Management Information Service at
1-800-267-6315.
When purchasing a pesticide, consumers should verify that
a pest control product or PCP number appears on the label.
This number indicates that the pesticide has been registered
by Health Canada. Consumers should carefully read, understand and follow label directions when using any pesticide,
and pesticides must not be used for purposes other than indicated on the label.
More information on Administrative Monetary Penalties
(AMPs) is available at http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/cps-spc/
pubs/pest/_fact-fiche/amp-sap/index-eng.php.
For further information on this enforcement action, please
contact:
Shantel Collinge
Communications Advisor, Health Canada Alberta Region
shantel.collinge@hc-sc.gc.ca
780-495-2304

Van and
Isle
Apiaries
Bee Products
NUCS • QUEENS
PACKAGES
Grant Stringer
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Tel 250-652-9834 Fax 250-665-6121
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3
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BAY Project Update
by Brenda Jager
The BC Bee Breeders’ Assessment
Yards Project (BAY) has some results
from the 2012 assessment queens and
has bought new 2013 queens. The project goal is to find new stock that does
well locally, and hybridize to improve
our bees. Last fall we had yards in Nanaimo, on Gabriola Island and in the
Comox Valley. This year we have also
added a northern yard in Telkwa.
The following report summarizes
our observations of Varroa levels,
overall behavior and productivity of the
colonies. The test queens were placed
into apiaries with the beekeeper’s other
colonies for comparisons. Please note
that we are using a very small number
of test queens, so our results may not
apply to other queens sold from the test
breeders.
2012 Breeder Daughters
In April 2012, three 2011 queens
were chosen from the Duncan Assessment Yard as breeders for 2012. One
came from Liz Huxter in Grand Forks,
one from Sol Nowitz in Nanaimo and
one from me on Gabriola. All were
low in Varroa, were free from disease,
had high hygienic testing percentages
and were bursting from the seams with
growth. Honey production was higher
than average for the Duncan Yard.
Only one of our partners from last
year, Jeremy Dick from the Comox
Valley, was able to provide us with

Queens in cages. Photo Brenda Jager
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Creation of a nuc from a mother
colony.
Photo Brenda Jager

Mite Count. Photo Brenda Jager

Leftover mother colony.
Photo Brenda Jager

feedback on the cells that the project
provided to him last year. It was helpful for understanding how the 20 cells
cross-bred with his New Zealand Italians and how they compared to his import queens.
Jeremy reported that the Jager line
grew up rapidly in the spring and was
doing really well in comparison with
all his colonies. He was able to pull
off many nucleus colonies. This line
produced a good amount of the earlier blackberry honey from the valley.
However, the colonies continued to
build fast and began to swarm. For this
reason the populations were reduced
when the bees were moved to the
mountains for the fireweed crop.
The Huxter 648 line was the slowest
to build up in the spring, but swarming did not become an issue and their
populations were primed for the fireweed bloom. At the end of the season
Jeremy reported that he did not see any
difference in the annual honey production between the 2 lines and the im-

Hygienic test. Photo Brenda Jager

ports, and that there were a lot more queen supercedures in
the import stock. At the end of the season, the Huxter line
was the most ready for winter as they had slow and steady
growth throughout the season without swarming. There are
no Varroa infestation data to report for the Comox yard.
In my yards on Gabriola, the daughters from last year’s
winners continued to show good build up in the spring with
average to excellent honey production. The hybrid Huxter
648 line in my yards were extremely well behaved and productive bees. I worked them without smoke throughout the
whole season. They scored between 95 and 100% hygienic.
Unfortunately, Varroa levels climbed steadily to very high
levels by August 15.
Nieces of the Duncan Jager breeder produced an average
volume of honey and I did not find them prone to swarming like Jeremy did. However, I do very heavy splitting in
May and use queen cells instead of queens, and this slows
down their growth. This may be why Jeremy and I have
different experiences with swarming in the same stock. Varroa assessments showed a reduced level of infestation growth compared with the average. However,
most colonies required some treatment by August
15. To be honest, the lowest Varroa populations
tended to be in the colonies that were a bit more
protective of their nest.
2012 Purchased Queens
In 2012 the project bought 20 queens from
Chatsworth’s Honey in Ontario and 11 Saskatraz
open mated queens. Both stocks are hybrids with
some Russian genetics in the mix. Chatsworth’s
has been “an active participant in the Ontario Mite
and Disease Resistant Breeding Program since its
inception in the early 1990s.” The Saskatraz line
of bees began in 2004 and the history and details
can be found at www.saskatraz.com.
The Chatsworth Queens arrived after a hard
ride with Canada Post, but they looked great – big fat fuzzy
queens! We lost a couple with failures to introduce and then
5 others superceded almost immediately. By the fall assessment we had another 4 superceded queens. The Chatsworth
and Chatsworth daughter colonies built up well last summer
and all survived the winter. After having the stock for a year,
Sol and I both agree that it is worth buying.
There was variation in the stock as to be expected. After
assessments two breeders were identified from the original
queens. The stock survived our coastal winter, kept their
Varroa levels to low/moderate levels and showed no sign
of any diseases including chalk. They also had hygienic behavior scores of 85% and 98%.
The high point for me was their excellent honey production. The colonies put away significantly higher amounts of
honey than the average and still had significant brood. Over
the season the Varroa levels increased at average growth.
On my assessment grid, the colonies ended the summer
with mid-level Varroa populations and required treatment.
The downside to the queens was their aggressive nature.
Even when smoked, the bees were flighty and whapping my

veil and hands. Some liked to follow me around the apiary.
Hopefully some of the daughters keep the honey production
and mellow out their temper.
The Saskatraz queens did not like to fly in our spring
drizzle. They were slow to build up and low in honey stores.
When the weather improved they did not kick into high
gear, but maintained a slower steady growth. The one colony I tested for hygienic behavior was 85% hygienic. Sol
suggested that their best trait was their low urge to swarm.
Honey production was average to below average. None of
these hives made the cut into breeder quality.
New Stock for 2013/14
I was unable to get our first choice of stock for 2013/14
assessment queens. I am hoping we will have better luck
next season so have held back funds for next year. As a
backup the project purchased ten Buckfast queens from
Ferguson Apiaries for the Nanaimo and Gabriola yards. As
well, the project gave ten project daughters to Ian Bissonnette in Telkwa and five to Jeremy Dick in the
Comox Valley. These young beekeepers had average to good introduction success of the project
queens, but the nucs then had to fight with the
wasps this fall. Across BC there are reports of
heavy losses due to wasps. Let’s hope enough get
into winter and survive. They will report back to
us in the spring.
My attempts to involve more beekeepers in
this project by selling queen cells has been disappointing. It seems everyone wants mated queens.
The low budget of this project did not include
bees for mating nucs. This project no longer has
government funding and must be self supporting.
This year, funds were raised from training workshops. Mated queens are available from participating beekeepers, but I hope beekeepers will
start to try the use of queen cells. I personally
love the use of cells as it provides several benefits including:
• breaking the brood cycle which reduces Varroa population
growth
• reduces the use of chemicals – 14 days after a cell is introduced – one formic flash treatment will kill the majority
of Varroa in a colony
• reduces swarming
• higher success rate for introduction of a new queen
• use of the best performing stock for local conditions
cells are cheaper than queens
At the BC Bee Breeder’s AGM, it was suggested that cell
transportation is a limiting factor. I suggest that we get more
yards active throughout BC, so that distance is not an issue.
This project will continue to assess a variety of Canadian
stocks and offer cells to beekeepers as long as funds are
available. Of course individual BC Bee Breeders have their
own lines to offer you locally. Some of these lines have been
maintained in BC for decades. Our member list is found at
bcbba.bcbeekeepers.com and in this publication. ❀
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Thank you to
Paul van Westendorp and Karen Thompson
for contributing many lovely photos.
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Introductory Beekeeping Course Instructor Training
After four years of development the BCHPA, with Ministry
of Agriculture endorsement, has certified twelve instructors as
qualified to teach the BCHPA Introductory Beekeeping course.
The first certified instructor training workshop was held in
Kelowna, BC on October 27, 2013, a day ahead of the BCHPA
AGM. The 12 successful participants were recognized and applauded at the BCHPA annual general meeting banquet.
The certification workshop day was divided into two parts; essential curriculum components with lesson aids followed by
effective teaching strategies. The day began with everyone
writing the beginner beekeeping exam and ended with a 1½
hour instructor certification exam where a 70% pass mark was
required. The 12 new instructors were each given a certificate
along with a flash drive containing the BCHPA student exam,
PowerPoint presentations, and a large quantity of pictures for
use in their future teaching of Introductory beekeeping.
Course instructors were Lance Cuthill and Axel Krause with
assistants Paul van Westendorp and Jaquie Bunse. The value
and quality of the workshop, as evaluated by the participants,
indicated on a scale of 1 to 5, (5 being excellent), was an average of 4.8. The BCHPA executive is now considering course
fees, entrance requirements for future instructor workshops as
well as policies for instructors.
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Honey Contest

And the Winners Are...
HONEY
Liquid White
1st Mike Cober, 108 Mile House
2nd Kerry Clark, Dawson Creek
3rd Mark McEwan, Comox

by Keith Rae
As the honey judge in Kelowna
this year, it was great to have so many
entries brought to the convention and
trade show. The honeys ranged in colour from Water White, to Dark, with
all the shades in between. The vast variety in tastes and colours of the honeys from different regions of BC and
floral sources was exquisite.

Liquid Golden
1st Amanda Goodman Lee,
New Westminster
2nd Miriam Soet, Burnaby
3rd Lamont Claudette, Kelowna
Liquid Dark
1st Amanda Goodman Lee,
New Westminster
2nd Len Soet, Burnaby
Creamed Honey
1st Mike Cober, 108 Mile House
Beeswax
1st Mike Cober, 108 Mile House
2nd Ian Farber, Kamloops

The winner of the Peoples Choice
Award was Amanda Goodman Lee, of
Honey Bee Zen Apiaries in New Westminster. The majority vote winner was
one of the most flavourful honeys entered in the competition. It was a dark
honey from Blueberries, Blackberries,
and I expect could also contain some
Honeydew. It has a nice floral flavour
with a little stronger lingering taste after the sugars had left the pallet.
The winner of the Premier Honey
Award was Mike Cober, of 108 Mile
Ranch, BC. Mike achieved this award
by placing first in Liquid White,
Creamed, and Beeswax. The points

People's Choice
awarded for Mike's Liquid White Hon- Amanda Goodman Lee
ey were the highest awarded in all the
liquid honey categories. His exhibits Premier Honey Award
Mike Cober
were excellently prepared.
The Mead with the Highest Points
awarded in show was Meadow Vista's
MEAD
Marbon. ❀
Noncarbonated Dry Mead
1st Meadow Vista Libra, Kelowna
2nd Planet Bee Honey Farm &
Meadery Apricot, Vernon
3rd Planet Bee Honey Farm &
Meadery Dry Honey, Vernon
Noncarbonated Sweet Mead
1st Planet Bee Honey Farm &
Meadery Black Currant, Vernon
2nd Meadow Vista Apricot, Kelowna
3rd Campbell's Gold Honey Farm
Merry Mead, Abbotsford
Metheglin – Spiced Mead
1st Meadow Vista Marbon, Kelowna
2nd Planet Bee Honey Farm &
Meadery Spiced, Vernon
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Book Review
by Jock Mackenzie
The authors, Wisconsin siblings
Samantha and Daniel Johnson, are
as excited about beekeeping as their
book is filled with photos - over 250
photos in 176 pages. Exclamation
marks abound as they share their enthusiasm.
The complete title is The Beginner's Guide to Beekeeping, Everything You Need to Know - and they're
almost right. As a wannabe beekeeper
myself, I felt they answered many of
the questions I would have and more.
Quite rightly, they impose limitations
within their book, for example discussing the Langstroth hive with an
8-frame construction and dealing specifically with the use of a package for
start-up purposes. Mention is made of
other options but it worked for me to be given a clear and
interesting description of one methodology.
The Beginner's Guide to Beekeeping (TBGTB) starts
with an Introduction that deals with two key issues: why
to keep bees and concerns about bees. And here they promise to keep the bee puns to a minimum; a promise you can
beelieve they keep. At the beginning and end of the book,
the Johnsons have added chapters that provide at first background and then extension. The first chapter touches on the
history of beekeeping, members of the hive, how bees work
and bee breeds. The final three chapters explain marketing,
exhibiting your honey, Honey Queen programs, gardening,
and recipes.
Chapters Two through Five deal with the key elements of
becoming a beekeeper: Chapter Two - Starting Out, Chapter Three - Installing Bees and Routine Care, Chapter Four
- Pests, Diseases and Problems, Chapter Five - Sweet Rewards: Honey! As with the rest of the book, the multitude
of colourful photographs add clarity and aesthetic appeal. In
the section on hive construction, terms like dado and rabbet
are made clearer because of the pictures. The quality, size
variations and placement of the photos are visually appealing. My sole regret regarding photographs was the omission
of the solar wax melter that incorporated a combination of
styrofoam, aluminum foil and "the leg of a pair of clean
panty hose."
TBGTB has been well thought out and researched. As
a good introduction to beekeeping should, it includes not
only what to do but what not to do. Among other things, it
suggests "your local beekeeping association can be a great
source of contacts, information, and networking opportuni-
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ties, so be sure to utilize this valuable
resource." In the "don't" category, two
thoughts are: not to "rush out and invest in beekeeping equipment and order those bees" but to research first,
and not to make your own frames - "fill
your hive bodies with frames from a
beekeeping supply company." In all instances, it appears the Johnsons speak
from experience.
TBGTB is an American publication.
Measurements for hive construction
are in feet and inches, temperatures
are Fahrenheit, only two photographs
show a Canadian challenge - snow. But
it's a minor concern.
Overall, TBGTB does an admirable
job. It can't really be "everything" a beginner needs to know but it's a great
start. A two-page appendix and a threepage index make it user friendly as well
as opening the door to further information. TBGTB and is
available from Voyageur Press for $21.99. ©2013

BC Honey Producersʻ Association

NUTRITIONAL
FACT
Nutrition Facts
Valeur nutritive
LABELS Per
1 tablespoon

only

1.5¢
each
Rolls of
2000

(20g)
Pour 1 cuillère à table
(20g)

Amount
Teneur

% Daily Value
% valeur quotidienne

Calories / Calories 60
Fat / Lipides 0 g
Carbohydrates / Glucide
s 17 g
Sugars / Sucres 16 g
Protein / Protéines
0g

0%
6 %

Not a significant sour
ce of saturated fat, trans
fat,
cholesterol, sodium,
fibre, vitamin A, vitam
in C,
calcium or iron.
Source négligeable de
lipides saturés, lipides
trans, cholestérol, sodi
um, fibres, vitamine A,
vitamine C, calcium et
fer.

To order and for details contact:
Judy Campbell
604-856-2125
jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com

Signals from the Queen
From Catch the Buzz, November 14, 2013.
Reprinted with permission.
Queen bee's honesty is the best policy
for reproduction signals
Queen bees convey honest signals to worker bees about
their reproductive status and quality, according to an international team of researchers, who say their findings may
help to explain why honey bee populations are declining.
"We usually think of animals' chemical signals (called
pheromones) as communication systems that convey only
very simple sorts of information," said Christina Grozinger,
professor of entomology and director of the Center for Pollinator Research, Penn State. "However, this study demonstrates that queen honey bees are conveying a lot of nuanced
information through their pheromones.
"In addition, until now, no one knew if queen bees were
manipulating workers into serving them or if they were providing valuable, honest information to workers. We have
found that the information queens are conveying constitutes
an honest message about their reproductive status and quality. The queens are 'telling' the workers that they are queens,
whether or not they are mated and how well mated they are.
In other words, whether or not they have mated with a lot
of males."
Why do worker bees care if their queen is well mated?
According to Elina Niño, postdoctoral fellow, Penn State,
previous research has shown that colonies headed by more
promiscuous queens -- those who mate with many males -are more genetically diverse and, therefore, healthier, more
productive and less likely to collapse.
"Beekeepers have been very worried about their queens,
since they seem to not be lasting as long -- a few weeks or
months instead of one or two years," said Niño. "We know
that workers will replace their queens when they are not
performing well. So if worker bees are able to detect poorly
mated queens and take steps to remove them, that could be
an explanation for the rapid rates of queen loss and turnover
that beekeepers have been reporting."
The researchers, who represent Penn State, North Carolina State University and Tel Aviv University, describe how
they assigned queen bees to a variety of treatment groups.
They report their findings in the Nov. 13 issue of PLOS
ONE.
In one group, they inseminated queens with a small volume of semen to mimic a poorly mated queen scenario. In
a second group, the researchers inseminated queens with a
large volume of semen to mimic a well-mated queen scenario. In a third and fourth group, they inseminated queens
with low and high volumes of saline. A fifth group was an
untreated control.
The researchers then dissected the queens, removing
two glands that are known to produce pheromones -- the

mandibular gland and the Dufour's gland. Next, the team
extracted the glands' secretions and analyzed their chemical
compositions using gas chromatography-mass spectrometry. Finally, the researchers presented the gland extracts to
worker bees and observed the extent to which they were
attracted to different extracts.
The team found that worker bees preferred pheromone
extracts of queens that were inseminated with semen rather
than saline. They also found that queens inseminated with
higher volumes of semen or saline as opposed to those that
were inseminated with low volumes of semen or saline were
preferred by worker bees.
"These results suggest that queens are signaling detailed and honest information about their mating state and
reproductive quality to workers, and workers are capable
of adjusting their behavior accordingly," Niño said. "When
workers replace failing queens, it is particularly damaging
to beekeepers since it can take up to three weeks for the
new queen to begin laying eggs and another three weeks
for the new workers to emerge as adults. This reduces the
workforce and therefore reduces honey production and even
pollination efficiency."
The team also found that the mandibular gland and the
Dufour's gland differ in their functions.
"The Dufour's gland seems to inform workers that
queens have mated, while the mandibular gland seems to
indicate the queen's mating quality," Niño said. "This also
means that these glands are likely being regulated via different neurophysiological pathways."
According to Grozinger, in addition to signaling queen
bee reproductive status and quality, queen bee pheromones
regulate how fast workers mature and transition from taking
care of developing larvae to foraging outside the hive.
"It is possible that changing the quality of the pheromone
could disrupt this and other processes, which could have
large-scale effects on colony organization and survival," she
said.
Through funding from the Department of Agriculture,
the researchers are beginning to examine the effects of viruses, pesticides and poor nutrition on queen pheromone
quality to see if the queen also is providing workers with
information about her health.
"The more we know about what affects the queen's
health the better chance we will have of creating high-quality queens and disease-resistant stocks of honey bees," Niño
said.
Other authors on the paper include Osnat Malka and
Abraham Hefetz of Tel Aviv University and David Tarpy of
North Carolina State University.
The Department of Agriculture and the United States-Israel Binational Science Foundation supported this research.
PO Box 2090
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4K8 ❀
VOLUME 29, #4 WINTER 2013/2014

29

British Columbia Bee Breeders Association
ASHCROFT HONEY
Joe & Marguerite Lomond
250-373-2540
marglomond@gmail.com
QN
BARRY BEADMAN
barry&diane@telus.net
Oliver
250-498-3153
QN
BARRY’S BEES
North Pender Island
Barry Denluck
bees@dencor.ca
Victoria
250-598-1159
QNP

FLYING DUTCHMAN
Stan & Cheryl Reist
Nanaimo
flydutch@telus.net
250-390-2313
QNP

NEIDIG APIARIES
Wayne Neidig
Delta
wayneneidig@hotmail.com
604-591-1385
Q

GOLDEN EARS APIARIES
Jean-Marc LeDorze
Mission
jmcshipley@shaw.ca
604-820-6924
QNCP

ROD JO MOODY APIARIES
Rodney & Jo Moody
Cowichan Bay
rodjo@telus.net
250-743-1939
Q

HEATHER HIGO
Langley
heather.higo@gmail.com
604-532-6904
QN

SILVER STAR APIARIES
Richard Springborn
Vernon
rspringborn@telus.net
250-379-2567
N

BEE HAVEN FARM
Steve & Gail Mitchell
Duncan
beehaven@shaw.ca
250-746-9916
QNP

HONEYBEE CENTRE
John Gibeau
Surrey
info@honeybeecentre.com
604-575-2337
QP

BEES ‘N’ GLASS
Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
Lake Cowichan
lindahls@shaw.ca
250-749-3800
JZ's BZ's Queen Rearing Supplies

JINGLEPOT APIARIES
Sol Nowitz
Nanaimo
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
250-753-9619
QNP

BRENDA'S BEES
Brenda Jager
Gabriola Island
bzbees@telus.net 250-755-5834
QC

JOHN GATES
Armstrong
johngates@telus.net
250-546-6212
QNC

CAMPBELL'S GOLD HONEY FARM
AND MEADERY
Mike and Judy Campbell
Abbotsford
www.bchoney.com
mikecampbell@bchoney.com
604-856-2125
N

KAYE'S BEES APIARY
Bob Chisholm
Kelowna
www.brainybee.ca
bobnkaye@shaw.ca
250-762-2203
QN

FLOWER POWER APIARIES
Michael McLennan
Grand Forks
mdmclennan@gmail.com
250-442-2933
Supporter

• B = Bulk Bees
• Q=Queens
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KETTLE VALLEY QUEENS
Elizabeth Huxter
Grand Forks
lizandterry@gmail.com
250-442-5204
QN

• P = Packages
• C = Queen Cells

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
Blair & Cheryl Tarves
Cawston
250-499-2555
QN
SWEETACRE APIARIES
Bill Stagg
Tappen
billstagg.honeysweet@gmail.com
www.sweetacreapiaries.ca
250-803-5201
QN
TUGWELL CREEK HONEY FARM
& MEADERY
Bob Liptrot
Sooke
info@tugwellcreekfarm.com
250-642-1956
QN
VAN ISLE APIARIES
AND BEE PRODUCTS
Grant Stringer
Saanichton
250-652-9834
vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
QNB

• N = Nucs
• S = Shook Swarm

Clips from the PasT

!"
It might be of interest
to readers to know
that originally in B.C.
vehicles were driven
on the LEFT side of the
road, as in Britain. But
that all changed in 1922,
and I recall my parents
speaking about the
confusion (and more than
a few crashes) resulting
from the change.
I happened to run
across this notice in
looking through THE
AGRICULTURAL
JOURNAL of
December 1921,
published by the
B.C. Department of
Agriculture.
This notice seems
to cover the western
part of the Province perhaps it was phased
in?
~ John Boone
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Passing

Round comb section
equipment and
Sundance pollen traps.

James Charles Bach

Contact your dealer for supplies.

December 23, 1941 - August 30, 2013

Ross Rounds, Inc.
Many of you are already
aware that Jim passed away
quietly in his sleep August
30th.
Jim was the Washington
State Apiarist for more than
25 years, then worked in
the Pesticide Investigation
Section at WSDA until his
retirement in 2005. Since
then he has remained active
in the beekeeping industry
he loved so much -- running his own bees, acting
as mentor and teacher anywhere he was needed, providing
a website where beekeepers could ask questions, inspecting colonies going into certified seed pollination projects
in Washington, Montana and North Dakota, and serving on
the board of both WSBA (secretary) and the Western Apicultural Society (treasurer). His commitment to the industry
was absolute.
The suddenness of Jim’s passing has hit all of us hard, both
family and friends, and it will be a while until the world
comes right side up again. Despite that, he would want no
long faces and so I encourage you all to honor his memory
by your cooperative efforts to better the industry. Some of
you have asked if there is a charity you can donate to in
his name. The charity of his choice would be beekeeping.
There are programs needing funding that can benefit everyone. Any of them would be a fitting beneficiary of those
gifts. A lot is happening right now and funding will be vital.
Think about it.

PO Box 11583 • Albany NY 12211-0583
T: 1-518-370-4989 • F: 1-518-381-6370
www.rossrounds.com

f

f

The kindness of the entire beekeeping community, the
cards, emails, calls and memories you have shared have
been a wonderful tribute to my husband. I appreciate it and
so would he. On behalf of myself and our family, thank you.
~ Fran Bach

For those cold
winter evenings...

f

Request an emailed copy of
the BCHPA library holdings
for timely videos and DVD’s
on seasonal beekeeping
information.

f
f

For the cost of shipping, you can borrow
from our extensive video library

f

f

please contact:
BCHPA Librarian: Ian Farber
3249 Schubert Road, Kamloops, BC V2B 6Y4
Phone: 250-579-8518 E-mail: ian_farber@telus.net
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Smithers Chef Cooks With Honey
by Luca Paola
I grew up in the small town of Stratford, Ontario, which has a population
of 30,000 people. It is best known for
its Shakespearian festival theatre, digital media, and beauty, but one thing
that tends to get overlooked is that it is
a foodie haven. It has plenty of amazing restaurants for how small the town
is and it is also responsible for training
some of the best chefs in Canada thanks
to the Stratford Chef School.
I started my kitchen career at a young
age by helping my mom in the kitchen. Being of Italian
descent there was always a strong emphasis on good food.
This was embedded in my mind at a young age and has
stuck with me ever since. I took my first real kitchen job as a
dishwasher at a Greek family restaurant, where I was able to
work my way up the ranks to lead cook, until I was basically
in charge when the boss wasn’t around. After highschool
I moved to Toronto to attend Ryerson University to study
business management where I majored in accounting and
minored in marketing. My goal was to become an accountant. During my stay in Toronto I worked at a local English
style pub down the street from my house to help put myself
through school. While home for the summers I took various
jobs in factories and other kitchens to help pay
for my schooling.
By the time I was done school I decided
that I no longer wanted to become an accountant. I felt as if it wasn’t my calling or my passion in life. I couldn’t picture myself sitting at
a desk for 8+ hours a day pushing a pencil and
crunching numbers.
The following fall after University I attended the Stratford Chef School. I bought my first
set of chef knives and uniform and was ready
to take on what I had always looked at as a job
to help pay for some other career I wanted to
pursue. My class of 36 was trained by some of
the world's best chefs. It is an intense 2 year
program where you do 16 weeks of schooling
and apprentice for the remainder. The schooling part consisted of your practical hands-on stuff, and then of course
your not-so-fun theory classes. Renowned international and
local chefs came to our school to assist the already talented
teaching staff and help mold us into what we have become
today: proud professional chefs. We were trained in classical French cuisine but were not limited to that. We learned
about all kinds of ethnic foods from around the world as
well as pastry and bread baking. One lesson that I will always keep with me from school is that we should strive to
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shorten the time and distance that any ingredient spends coming from the farm,
water, soil or air to our plates.
During my time away from school I
was able to apprentice under some great
chefs from the area. The first one was
Chef Mark Brown who was a Stratford
Chef School graduate, and we worked
together at The Puddicombe House in
New Hamburg, Ontario. It was a B&B,
spa/salon, and restaurant. The next year I
worked at a 4 Diamond restaurant called
The Church Restaurant under chef Darryl Haus. This was my first stint at a high
scale, high volume, and fine-dining establishment, and it
showed me what a real kitchen brigade looked and worked
like.
After a year and a half there I felt as if it was time for a
change of pace and scenery. Susan, the owner of the Eddyline Bistro in Smithers put a job posting up on my school's
website and sure enough, I applied to it. A few days later she
contacted me and we started to talk. I really liked her ideas
of using local and organic foods as much as possible; I accepted the job opportunity to become head chef.
So with less than a month before my start date I sold our
little car, bought a truck and packed it tight with as much of
my stuff as possible, and drove across Canada to start the
next chapter in my life. 15 months later here I
am, and still glad to have taken a chance that
could have ended horribly.
I have cooked with honey for as long as
I can remember. I like to use honey just like
anyone. It has a floral sweetness that you can’t
really get from anything else. It gets used in
anything from sauces or dressings to pastry
and even savoury dishes. I have made honey
butter to put on crepes, I make my own honey
mustard for sandwiches and burgers, I have
made whipped honey with something called
'versa whip' to accompany a dessert. It can
be added to any sweet dish instead of white
sugar, I liked doing this because there is no
refining process or pasteurization; organic raw honey is my
favourite to use. A little trick I like to use in the kitchen is
that I will drizzle a little on top of a savoury dish to help
round out the flavours.
My first experience that I can remember with a bee is
when I was in Italy as a child. I would have been 5 or 8 years
old at the time and we were driving down the road in my
uncle's car and a bee flew right in through the window and
sure enough I was stung! Ever since then it has been a love/
hate relationship with bees.

2 methods Honey Mustard
Method #1 with Prepared Mustard
1 cup Dijon mustard
1 cup grainy mustard
1 teaspoon chili flakes
1/4 cup champagne or white wine vinegar
½ cup honey
salt and pepper to taste
Blend and reserve in glass jar in fridge
Method # 2
From Scratch
2 cups yellow mustard seeds or white
mustard powder
1 cup brown/black/
red mustard seeds
1 1/4 cups white
wine vinegar
1 teaspoon crushed red pepper
1 stick cinnamon
1/4 cup honey
1 teaspoon sea salt
In a bowl, mix together mustard seeds, vinegar, crushed red
pepper, and cinnamon stick. Cover and set aside at room
temperature for 12 to 24 hours.
Remove and discard cinnamon stick. Add honey and mix
well.
Using a mortar and pestle or food processor, blend threefourths of mixture to a thick paste. Add reserved mixture
and sea salt; stir. Spoon into sterilized jars.

Blue Cheese Tartine
4 thick slices sourdough bread
2 table spoons extra virgin olive oil
¼ lb of blue cheese
1 lb double smoked bacon cut into lardons (1/4 batôn)
cooked until crisp
4 tablespoons wildflower honey
Fresh cracked black pepper
Brush bread with oil, grill on one side. Flip bread and top
with bacon lardons and blue cheese.
bake or broil until cheese is melted.
Place cheese toast
on serving platter and drizzle
honey and grind
some fresh pepper
over top. Cut each
piece in half if desired.

BOONE HODGSON WILKINSON FUND
Funding the Study of Apiculture in British Columbia
Since 1965
Applications
are processed
during the winter
months.
For further
information
or donations
please contact:
SECRETARY-TREASURER
Dr. John Boone
3830 West 37th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6N 2W3
Tel 604-266-9301
jboone@telus.net
2013 DIRECTORS
John Boone
Ian Farber • Joe Lomond • Bob Meredith

CRA Registered Charity • Tax Receipts Issued

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
2098 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, BC V0X 1C2

Blair & Cheryl Tarves
BC BRED QUEENS • NUCS
BREEDING STOCK
April 15 - Sept. 15

Phone 250-499-2555

Hardie Honey
Package Bees • Honey • Wax • Bulk Bees • Queens
4035 Robson Road, Duncan BC V9L 6G7
Blaine & Jan
PH/Fax 250-746-4389

Duaine 250-748-8471
hardiehoney@shaw.ca

Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing
Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill
Box 100
Bulyea, Saskatchewan
SOG 0L0

Phone: 306-725-4820
Fax: 306-725-3193
www.lambacres.ca
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Oregon Treatment-Free Conference
by Jeff Lee
Kirk Webster has a message for
people who think you can't practice
commercial beekeeping without treating your bees. It can and is being done
on a regular basis, even among American beekeepers who regularly ship
hundreds of colonies to California's
almond orchards for pollination.
"The bee magazines and some
learned experts will say there is no
such thing as treatment-free commercial beekeeping. It's not true," he told
the Pacific Northwest Treatment-Free
Beekeeping Conference in Oregon
this summer. His message was picked
up by a small but dedicated group of
BC beekeepers, including one provincial bee inspector and members of the
Richmond Beekeepers Association.
Webster's views on raising bees
naturally are appealing to a growing
audience. In two sessions at the conference in Forest Grove, Oregon, he
explained why beekeepers should see
"the Varroa mite as your ally", and how
he practices rearing nucleus colonies
for overwintering. He should know
- he successfully winters about 600
treatment-free hives every winter near
Middlebury, Vermont.
It may seem counter-intuitive to
make Varroa your friend, but in the
long run such an attitude will help your
bees withstand the onslaught the pest

Webster, Jim Tunnell of Snohomish,
and Axel Krause.
Photo Jeff Lee
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"treatments", while others believe the
use of naturally-occurring organic
compounds such as formic acid are not
treatments akin to the use of synthetic
chemicals. Those attending the Pacific
Northwest Treatment-Free Conference
ran the gamut from totally "leave it
to nature" beekeepers who argue that
even the Langstroth hive is an unnatu-

Kirk Webster, whose pioneering views
on treatment-free bees are helping to
influence beekeepers, shows conference
attendees how he sets up a divided
mating nuc.
Photo Jeff Lee
can wreak when things get out of control, he said.
Webster was one of several powerful speakers at the conference, which
was organized by Kat Nesbit, an Oregon beekeeper who grew tired of waiting for someone to organize a session
on low-impact beekeeping.
For two days in July Webster, bee
biologist Tom Seeley, queen breeder
Melanie Kirby and several others offered up lectures and workshops on the
growing field of treatment-free beekeeping.
But before you think keeping bees
treatment free is easy, it is not. Webster
and other speakers pointed out losses
can be high as you try to identify and
develop bees that may have higher
tolerances for mites. Webster suffered
through years when most of his hives
never made it through winter.
The term "treatment free" also
means different things to different
beekeepers. Some consider even the
fall and spring feeding of sugar to be

Webster shows his homemade division
board feeder to Axel Krause, in hat, a
BC bee inspector.
Photo Jeff Lee

Webster shows attendees how he uses a
special in-frame feeder to also act as a
division board.
Photo Jeff Lee

ral way to keep bees, to those who use pesticides but want
to find a gentler way to take care of their hives.
Indeed, it is not a black and white issue, in several respects. Beekeepers who don't want to treat their hives have
to consider other beekeepers in their vicinity, and the possibility of exposing them to increased levels of diseases and
pests. There were discussions by some of the speakers about
the fact that for all the efforts that you might make to try and
go treatment-free, you're also going to be affected by other
beekeepers around you who do not practice treatment-free
beekeeping. Another thing to consider is that your bees are
likely going to come into contact with man-made chemicals
in the environment, unless you are very isolated.
Webster has acknowledged that he came under a lot of
fire from some of his neighbours when he went treatmentfree.
Webster's introductory speech, delivered in an aw-shucks
and low-key way, reinforced his view that when hives have
tracheal and Varroa mites they are teaching us that we are
out of balance in our beekeeping.
Balance is a strong theme in Webster’s talks. He pointed
out that Chris Baldwin runs upwards of 2,000 treatmentfree colonies in Texas, and you can't do that if you are out of
balance. Webster also cited members of a U.S. association
of Russian bee breeders who have had success in keeping
colonies alive without resorting to harsh chemicals.
Webster practices treatment-free beekeeping in three
categories: he has about 600 honey hives, he creates overwintered nucleus colonies, and he operates a geographically
isolated queen breeding yard. The only "treatment" he says
he occasionally uses is to feed his nucleus colonies sugar
water when they are too light for wintering. Other than that,
he lets nature take its course and breeds off the resulting
spring's survivors.
In a breakout workshop, Webster also offered two ways
to make nucleus colonies, depending upon the time of the
year.
Seeley, a Cornell University biologist, kept attendees
spellbound with a live demonstration of his pioneering research that has helped unravel the mysteries of why and
how bees democratically decide to swarm. In a field near the
conference centre he tethered a queen in an exposed swarm
to a board and showed how the bees communicate their in-

Scandia Honey is proud to present...

New Zealand Package Bees 2014
Don’t wait to get your order in
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Supplied by Kintail Honey
With or without Queens
1 kg available
March, April, May of 2014
Call us for dates and availability
Delivered thoughout Canada

New Zealand Queens also available

403-362-3951

Webster examining a frame for eggs and brood. Photo Jeff Lee

Webster's seminar on nuc-splitting as a way of combatting
Varroa mites was perhaps one of the most sought-after by
attendees at the conference. About a dozen beekeepers from
B.C. attended the event.
Photo Jeff Lee
tentions to move. He was able to predict within a minute the
exact time the swarm would try to lift off. When the queen
didn't leave with them, they settled back down on the board.
Kirby, who lives in New Mexico, talked about the benefits of “rotational grazing”, or moving your bees to beneficial forage when needed. Canadian Eliese Watson entertained the audience with how, against all odds, she managed
to create a sustainable beekeeping community in Calgary.
Despite warnings it wouldn't work, Watson introduced the
city to top-bar hives, and beekeepers there haven't looked
back.
There were also specialist speakers on native pollinators,
top-bar hive beekeeping, and even the somewhat regressive
Warre hive style of keeping bees. ❀

Predator Control from Bears & Skunks etc!
Protect your Bee Hives
with Electric Nets Complete
with Posts – Wide Selection
ranging from 26” – 48” High
X 164’ Long
SOLAR • BATTERY
110 V • FENCE CONTROLLERS

Complete Portable Electric Systems
General Farm • Horse • Wildlife Exclusion • Vineyard
Tel. 250-757-9677 Fax:250-757-9670
info@ferrisfencing.com www.ferrisfencing.com

Ferris Fencing 1-800-665-3307
VOLUME 29, #4 WINTER 2013/2014

37

Club Contacts
BCHPA DIVISIONS
ALBERNI VALLEY HONEY PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
6219 Lamarque Road, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson davemikkelson@hotmail.com 250-723-6089
BC BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION
4880 Well Road, Grand Forks BC V0H 1H5
Elizabeth Huxter
Tel: 250-442-5223
CENTRAL CARIBOO BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 53, 4583 Ridge Road, Big Lake Ranch, BC V0L 1G0
Sherry Benisch/Ann Carter
anncarter@shaw.ca
250-338-5233
COMOX VALLEY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
5411 Wildwood Road, Courtenay, BC V9J 1P5
Jennifer Dilfer jenn.dilfer@hotmail.com
250-703-2669
EAST KOOTENAY DIVISION BCHPA
4300 Wilks Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 6S9
Lance Cuthill lcuthill@gmail.com
KAMLOOPS DIVISION BCHPA
Box 595, Savona, BC V0K 2J0
Ingrid Heeley iheeley@gmail.com

250-426-6049

250-373-2625

MAPLE RIDGE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
#501-1680 West 4th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6J 0B7
Raena Dumas info@northfraserbeeclub.com
604-786-5245
NANAIMO DIVISION BCHPA
925 St. David Street, Nanaimo, BC V9S 2H8
Kathleen Silvey www.nanaimobeekeepers.com 250-716-0695
NORTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
331 Valley Road, Kelowna, BC V1V 2E5
R.W. Bob Chisholm bobnkaye@shaw.ca
PEACE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
PO Box 2090
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4K8
Kerry Clark

SMITHERS BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 3504, 2175 Main St., Smithers BC V0J 2N0
Phil Brienesse smithersbeekeepers@gmail.com 250-847-1599
SOUTH FRASER VALLEY DIVISION BCHPA
12894 - 109 Avenue, Surrey, BC, V3T 2M9
Derek Lawrence dlaw52@outlook.com

604-582-7545

SOUTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
RR#2, Oliver, BC V0H 1T0
Ray Levesque cindylevesque@persona.ca

250-498-4025

SQUAMISH DIVISION BCHPA
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish BC V0N 3G0
Phil Ellis ph-ellis@shaw.ca
604-898-5337
SUNSHINE COAST DIVISION BCHPA
2137 Lower Road, Roberts Creek, BC V0N 2W4
Allan Cobbin alcobbin@dccnet.com
604-886-7006
TERRACE DIVISION BCHPA
5112 Mills Ave. Terrace BC V8G 1C5
Cynthia Ridler akasamr@hotmail.com

250-635-9020

WEST KOOTENAY DIVISION BCHPA
3302 Village Road, South Slocan, BC V0G 2G0
Peter Wood annpeterwood@gmail.com
250-359-7107
BCHPA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
CAPITAL REGION BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 43033, Victoria, BC V8X 3G2
250-744-4019
Catherine Cully president@capitalregionbeekeepers.ca
OTHER BEE- RELATED ORGANIZATIONS

250-762-2203

COWICHAN BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 274, Cobblehill, BC V0R 1L0
Paul Peterson paupet1@yahoo.net

250-784-2559

RICHMOND BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Suite #9, 11131-No. 1 Road, Richmond, BC V7E 1S6
Brian Campbell
604-277-9485
blessedbeefarm.1@gmail.com

POWELL RIVER BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
RR3, C26, Nassichuk Road, Powell River, BC V8A 5C1
Alan Cole
604-487-4181

STUART NECHAKO BEE CLUB
Box 595, Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0
Jon Aebischer sweet02@telus.net

250-567-5037

PRINCE GEORGE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 725, Prince George, BC V2L 4T3
Walter Steidle beehappy2@lincsat.com

250-960-0360

SURREY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
18060 29A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S 9V2
Horst Leidel ha.leidel@3web.com

604-541-0374

QUESNEL BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Lorne Smith gssds@shaw.ca

250-747-2294

SHUSWAP BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
1040 8th Ave., NE, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4A4
Paul Clark fgpaulclark@gmail.com
250-833-8815
SALT SPRING ISLAND BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Belinda Schroeder
belinda schroeder@gmail.com
www.ssibeekeepers.com
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TEXADA ISLAND BEE CLUB
Box 162, Van Anda, Texada Island, BC V0N 3K0
Rhonda Johnston
604-486-0226
VANCOUVER BEEKEEPERS OF BC ASSOCIATION
#407-350 E 2nd Ave, Vancouver, BC V5T 4R8
Bryce Ahlstrom bryceahlstrom@yahoo.ca
604-708-0313
Please contact the editor with any changes:
BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com

Meet the Regional Reps
Rudi Peters, regional rep for
Terrace. I am a denturist by profession, a ski bum by choice. I
coach and instruct our local alpine race team during the winter and I also have two Siberian
huskies that I go skijoring with.
My wife supports me with my
beekeeping adventures, but she
does not get involved with the
actual beekeeping activities.
My daughter helps with selling the honey at the farmer's
market and my son helps with building of the hive boxes.
Hive tool of choice?
Maxant 11 inch hive tool is my favorite.
What is your favourite honey?
My honey is my favorite of course.
How and when did you get started with bees?
I started keeping bees about 5 to 6 years ago after we
stopped getting any fruit off of our cherry tree.
How many hives are you running?
I am currently running 60 hives.
What is the main nectar source in your area?
The main nectar flow in our area is from the fireweed plant.

Robert Eberle, regional
rep for North Vancouver
Island. I spend most of
my time outdoors. In the
garden, on the water, on
the mountain. Kayaking,
skiing, playing hockey,
pulling weeds.

Smoker fuel used?
Recycle the cardboard boxes that the frames and foundation
come in. I role them up tightly and cut the logs to length to
fit into my smoker. It is easy to ignite and it smolders for a
very long time.
Best sting remedy?
Best remedy for the bee sting is not to get stung. But if you
are working with bees it is not if, but when you will get
stung - if you do not like the idea of getting stung, do not
work with bees.
Preferred method of swarm control?
I use several methods combined. I rotate the brood boxes
- if the top one is full I move it to the bottom and move
the bottom one up. In addition to this I make sure they are
well ventilated so they do not overheat. If they are very congested and if the nectar flow is just a couple of weeks away
I will put on several honey supers so that the field bees have
somewhere to hang out.
Do you run nine or ten frames in your brood chamber?
I run ten frames.
Do you use queen excluders?
Only if absolutely needed, or if it is just prior to the nectar
flow and I have placed on the honey supers for the field bees
hang out in.
Best tip received or to pass along?
When working with bees, if you think you are moving slowly, slow down. The other thing is learn to listen to your
bees, they will tell you if there is something wrong.
How many hives are you running?
Around 10.
What is the main nectar source in your area?
Local gardens, fruit trees, blueberries, blackberries.
Smoker fuel used?
Used coffee sacks.
Best sting remedy?
Just scrape the pump off. A little propolis.

Hive tool of choice?
Both, the red flat one with
the hook on the end for
working the hives and the blue pry bar type for scraping
the frames.

Preferred method of swarm control?
Extra space and knock off the swarm cells if I don’t need to
add more colonies by splitting.

What is your favourite honey?
Anything with a strong flavour, blackberry, wildflower etc.

Do you use queen excluders?
Yes.

How and when did you get started with bees?
6 years ago, have always been interested. Joined the local
bee club.

Best tip received or to pass along?
Use a shop vacuum to suck up wasps when they invade in
big numbers. Put your wasp traps out in the spring to catch
the queens before they reproduce. ❀

Do you run nine or ten frames in your brood chamber?
10 but will change to 9 next season.
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Regional Reports
Metro Vancouver
~ Jeff Lee
Beekeepers in the Metro
Vancouver area have had several
conflicting issues to deal with, in
addition to the persistent headaches
posed by the Varroa mite. Spring
came early to the Lower Mainland,
with blueberry pollination starting
about two weeks early. The good
weather helped spring buildup, but a rainy spell in late June
affected the anticipated blackberry honey flow.
The prolonged hot and dry summer, while it might seem
helpful to bees, actually created two periods of dearth. As
a result, beekeepers in Metro Vancouver initially reported
lower honey yields, ranging from 20 to 40 pounds per hive.
Some beekeepers with large numbers of hives moved their
apiaries north to Ashcroft, the Cariboo and even to the Peace
River region in search of better yields.
That “mystery disease” involving fecal staining that
beekeepers reported in the spring was suspected to be
Nosema but initial tests at the provincial Agriculture
Ministry lab came back negative. Now, however, the
mystery appears to have been solved.
Heather Higo went to the effort and cost of having fecal
matter tested more carefully at the National Diagnostic Bee
Laboratory in Beaverlodge, Alberta. The samples came back
positive for Nosema ceranae. Higo believes the reason the
first tests came back negative is because those bee samples
from her nearly-decimated nests were of young survivor
bees that had just hatched.
Higo recommended to the Langley Bee Club in
September to start a regimen of at least three treatments for
Nosema ceranae using Fumagillin, both in a drench form
and in feeders to make sure the bees got a good dose of the
medicine.
In July a large contingent from the Richmond Beekeepers
Association attended a “treatment-free” beekeeping
conference in Forest Grove, Oregon. The two-day event
included lectures from Kirk Webster, one of the most
successful beekeepers using treatment-free methods, and
bee biologist Tom Seeley from Cornell University. Seeley
kept the audience spellbound with his discovery of how
bees communicate and democratically decide how, when
and where to swarm. Webster, who has 600 hives, validated
his treatment-free methods, noting it is possible to be a
large-scale beekeeper and not have to use harsh chemicals
to control diseases.
Beekeeping in Metro has now turned towards preparing
for winter. At its September meeting the Richmond club
hosted a panel on winter preparation. The lecturers were
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Tim Monaghan, a treatment-free beekeeper, Scott Gordon,
the Fraser Valley bee inspector who is taking over from his
mother Jaquie Bunse, and Gerry McKee, the president of
the Canadian Honey Council and BCHPA rep on the CHC.
Each offered their own hints and tips for how to make sure
your bees survive the winter.
Lastly, Lower Mainland beekeepers are awaiting the
public release of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s
risk assessment on whether to reopen the border to U.S.
package bee imports. The report will also likely generate
comments at the BCHPA annual convention.
North Vancouver Island
~ Robert Eberle
All reports indicate that this was
an average year for honey production
on North Vancouver Island. The
early spring stimulated considerable
growth in the bee population, which
kept the local beekeepers busy
making splits and catching swarms.
The June rains provided a good flow
of nectar through July creating a mood of optimism for a
large honey crop. Unfortunately the crucial first half of the
blackberry blossom was rained out. Many other flowers
were productive until the end of July. However with no
summer rain the ground dried out and the nectar stopped
flowing leaving the bees without the means to produce a
large honey crop.
Hives that were moved early to the mountains benefited
from an early flow but the lack of rain reduced the potential.
Fireweed in some of the higher mountain areas suffered
from an infestation of caterpillars.
Reports of honey production vary from normal to down
10% although most beekeepers appear to be happy enough
with the outcome.
Wasps have appeared in large numbers and have been
very aggressive this fall. They have killed numerous hives
in our area.
The Comox Valley Bee Club is now sporting a
nice new website which can be found at http://www.
comoxvalleybeeclub.com. The site has a blog, a member's
forum as well as other club information. Under the guidance
of Urs Schaufelbühl the club once again created a very
popular booth at the Comox Valley Fall Fair. Club member
John Barrett who walked away with 7 ribbons, dominating
the honey competition. Yard Master Del D'Arcangelo
reported that due to the caterpillar infestation in the club's
bee yard, he has been negotiating for a new location a little
lower down the mountain for next season. The popular
Beginner Beekeeping course taught by Brenda Jager has

already had 23 members express an interest in the classes.
There continues to be a big interest in beekeeping with new
members coming to every meeting.
Fraser Valley
~ Courtney White
We had one of the driest Julys on
record here in the Fraser Valley. That
of course made excellent foraging
weather for the bees, but also made
swarming more of an issue than
usual. It seemed like every day was
a good day to swarm. In late August,
The Honey Bee Centre once again
had an exhibit at the PNE, with bee beards being the main
attraction.
Reports on honey yields are still coming in but it looks
like an average of 50-90 lbs per colony. Currently beekeepers
in the valley are finishing up mite treatments and preparing
for winter.
I hope you all enjoy the AGM and happy beekeeping!
Peace Region
~ Kerry Clark
“Bumper crop.” I visited the
families involved in the now closed
Van Han Apiaries, and noticed their
truck bumper mounted on the wall.
1994: 275 lb per colony, compared
to our long term average of 150 lb.
Although they are not in business
any more, the BC Peace region still
has the potential to provide a great foraging opportunity for
bees.
2013 has been a fine year for most of agriculture in the
Peace. The adage of wheat/canola farmers is “rain makes
grain” and this year it came to pass: rain was not intense,
but came every few days through June, July and August.
Sometimes a bit too much, as there were some areas where
seeds were drowned out. It was disappointing for hay
growers - the rain resulted in lots of growth, but for many
people who cut hay in mid-July through most of August,
the result was soggy, rotting hay even before it could be
baled. That situation often benefits beekeepers, because the
clover and alfalfa in un-cut hayfields continues to bloom
through the warm and sunny parts of the summer, giving
lots of nectar. A scale hive gained 20 pounds in a single day.
Total honey yield has yet to be tallied, but I’ve heard some
reporting over 250 lb per colony. I’ll give an update at the
AGM in Kelowna.
With such a yield also comes potential problems for
bee colonies. If not enough comb space was left for honey
storage, honey bees can fill cells with honey as soon as an
adult bee emerges, leaving little room for fall brood rearing.
The danger is that after a big crop, there may be too few
young bees emerging to last the 6 month long winter, until

April. Hives in mid-September this year are heavy with
pollen and honey, and how well they survive the winter will
depend on young bees, a good queen and good control of
bee diseases.
2013 was also a remarkable year for the bee disease
topic in the Peace. This was the first year of operation of the
NBDC National Bee Diagnostic Center, at the Beaverlodge
Research Station just an hour’s drive east of Dawson Creek,
in Alberta. Check it out at https://www.facebook.com/
nbdcgprc.
We often get a quick switch from a warm fall to freezing
and snow, so hoping for a shorter than normal winter and
good colony survival. See you at the AGM in Kelowna.
Sunshine Coast
~ Allan Cobbin
Our August Field Day was a real
success with the weather fully cooperating and a great turnout at the
Roberts Creek Co-Housing site.
Brenda Jager gave an excellent report
on Fall and Winter management. She
also provided a visual demonstration
of assessing Varroa numbers and
then spoke of a variety of treatments. This was of particular
value especially to our newer members. We had an
observation hive on display as well as a demonstration of
hive components and how they were assembled. In addition,
we had a honey bake sale and a variety of activities for
children. This was followed by an excellent pot luck dinner.
On September 1st the local Botanical Society held
their Harvest Festival and our Club’s three colonies were
enthusiastically viewed by many. A group of members
had prepared two colonies with special wax foundation
for honeycomb and under the guidance of Rob Haines,
we took several frames from the hives and cut, packaged
and sold most of it to appreciative visitors. Several Club
members were also on hand to discuss increasing worldwide
pollination and honey bee problems and answer any
questions regarding honey bees in general. Our relationship
with the Society continues to be mutually beneficial and
we continue to benefit from free accommodation for our
meetings.
Early this spring two of our members received permission
to place two colonies on the Lehigh Cement Company’s
leased land in Sechelt. At their annual Open House Day, they
asked Harry and Betty Meier to set up a table to talk about
their project. The hives were nearby and Harry was able to
take a frame from one of the colonies for display purposes. I
was able to assist and we spent a most enjoyable day talking
about our favourite hobby with interested onlookers. Harry
has a most interesting windbreak about his site: glass on
both sides and on top. Perhaps I could send pictures in the
future to illustrate the uniqueness of this arrangement.
The Club was approached by the Sunshine Coast Film
Society who (in conjunction with the Green Film Series and
the Sustainable Coast Magazine) were planning to show
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2014 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
BC Honey Producers’ Association
Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
www.bcbeekeepers.com
Membership includes a one-year subscription to both BeesCene and Hivelights quarterly publications. The BCHPA
Liability Insurance Policy is the only one of its kind available in the province. By pooling our membership, we can offer
this comprehensive insurance for a fraction of what it would cost individuals on their own. Members may attend the
business day of the October BCHPA Annual General Meeting and the semi-annual meeting in March without charge
(meals not included). Members benefit from the work of an active volunteer Executive including: Marketing (labels
and brochures), Education (symposiums and website), and ongoing Advocacy (government and media relations). The
BCHPA is a proud member of the Canadian Honey Council, working on our behalf.
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$5 Million
Coverage
for only $55 year!

Beekeepers understand that there’s
strength in numbers. Our Group Liability
Insurance Policy is the best value you’ll find.
If you’re worried about stings, or bee smokers, or
other related beekeeping risks – this is for you.
Note: coverage runs
January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014.
Effective date of coverage
is based on date application and payment
is received at the BCHPA office.
Insurer will issue certificates
in due course.

Please make cheques payable to the
British Columbia Honey Producers’
Association or BCHPA:

BCHPA TREASURER
PO Box 1650
Comox, BC, V9M 8A2

Membership dues are based on the number of honey bee colonies you keep.

BCHPA MEMBERSHIP DUES
0 to 25 Hives
$40
26 to 50 Hives
$50
51 to 150 Hives
$60
151 to 300 Hives
$70
301 to 500 Hives
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501 to 1000 Hives
$130
Over 1000 Hives
$200
* OPTIONAL $5,000,000 BCHPA
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# of Hives _________

$50 CAD
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a film entitled “More Than Honey”. This was shown on
September 16th. The film used macro-photography, giving
a bee’s eye view of happenings both within and outside the
hive – truly spectacular! The film illustrated the growing
public concern about the ongoing crisis facing honey
producers and the pollination processors and also showed
similar concerns in Europe. Local beekeepers and a person
involved in food security and sustainability made up a panel
to comment and answer questions after the showing. It is
well worth showing at any Beekeeper Meeting.
Local honey production was better than usual with most
of the “backyarders” extracting 60-75 pounds from each
colony. I know that this is well below the results obtained in
other parts of the province but for us it was a banner year!
Excellent weather in late June and July certainly helped.
We were fortunate in obtaining some fall queens from
Liz Huxter for requeening and for winter nucs and several
members took advantage of this unusual availability. Liz
pointed out that the queens were not part of her ongoing
queen rearing project.
I believe it was Mark Twain who said: “Kindness is the
language that the blind can see and the deaf can hear.” This
has nothing to do with beekeeping but I kinda liked the
sentiment!!!
Best regards from the Sunshine Coast.
North Okanagan
~ Chris Boulanger
At our first club meeting of the
year in September, which was made
up of hobbyists and sideliners, we
learned that the spring and summer
had generally been very kind to
beekeepers; overall a good year. The
honey flow started earlier - by about
two weeks (early June) - and it was
pretty much over by mid-July. The typical average yield of
50 to 60 lbs. per hive may even have been exceeded in some
cases. Small production compared to other areas of B.C.
and the country but I still maintain that this is one of the
best honeys: rich, thick, aromatic and flavorful thanks to its
multifloral composition. I may be biased!!! However, the
main theme that night seems to be how aggressive the wasps
were this year with many losing weaker hives to them.
According to some, the worst year in a long time. Then
came mid-September and it seems someone turned off the
summer switch with cool, rainy days and highs of only 12°C
to 15°C for the next two weeks. At those temperatures, the
bees stop taking their sugar syrup. Bees must work hard
to convert syrup into honey. They must add the enzyme
“invertase” plus they must evaporate all the moisture. If
daytime temperatures drop below 15°C they will struggle,
as they must utilize their own body protein to produce the
enzyme. OK! Thatʼs all I have to say about that.
Good luck everyone in overwintering your hives.

Cariboo
~ Diane Dunaway
It’s been an exceptional honey
crop this year in most of the Central
Cariboo region’s microclimates.
Whether we ever see another season
like this remains to be seen, for now
bragging rights are in order! Sadly
our neighbours just a couple of
hours drive to the North in the Prince
George area experienced just the opposite. Such a delicate
balance of precipitation, temperatures, timing and eventual
sunshine make all the difference...to say nothing of your
overall bee health and vigour. Reminds us how as farmers
we’re all at the mercy of Mother Nature!
September was a funny month, we had a heat wave that
saw 30°C highs and then all of a sudden, boom – it cooled
down and typical fall conditions prevailed. Depending on
apiary locations and their elevation, some colonies remained
very active late into the season which can pose winter food
store challenges. Sugar sales are strong in our area as we
provide plenty of syrup and tuck our bees in for winter.
Our club’s Facebook page has been a super way to
connect people, offer impromptu learning opportunities,
and generally share knowledge. Both Ann Carter and Petr
Herman invited members to come to their homes at harvest
time to learn about how to pull honey (harvest) and how to
best extract the bounty. We’ve run classified type notices for
members with bees and equipment for sale. And Facebook
has been a great way to share our area’s progress with the
City of Williams Lake’s beekeeping bylaw changes. As of
October 4 our most popular post has reached 488 people.
You too can check us out on Facebook at: Central Cariboo
Beekeepers Association.
This brings us to more bragging rights! On September 24
at a public hearing the Mayor and Council of Williams Lake
voted unanimously in favour of permitting both backyard
beekeeping and hen keeping in our fine city. City planning
technician Chris Hutton said the city will go ahead with a
controlled rollout, effective January 1, 2014. “These bylaws
should address all concerns and people should be able to
raise backyard hens or bees with a positive outcome.” The
regulations being introduced are tighter than some from
other municipalities, he added.
It’s been brought to my attention by Roger Meeks that
in my last report I wrongly referred to his partner Denese
Hark as Denise Meeks, and that the duration of their quest
to change Cariboo Regional District (CRD) beekeeping
bylaws began two years ago, not one year. I give my sincere
apologies for these oversights. Roger and Denese moved
up from the coast to a one-acre lot near, but not in 100
Mile House just a few years ago. They feel that it’s very
important that they not be counted amongst the many “rogue
beekeepers” in their area, rather Roger says they “Would
prefer that we have them legally so began our journey with
the CRD.”
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Roger also kindly let me know that Karen Moore,
Manager of Development Services is the contact person at
the CRD now that Rick Brundrige has retired. I’ve since
placed a call in to Karen to ask that commercial beekeepers
in the area be included in the formation of any such bylaws.
Provincial Apiculturist Paul van Westendorp has expressed
some excellent concerns regarding the work to date. We
trust that Paul will continue to make himself available as
Ms. Moore familiarizes herself with the issues at hand.
Lastly, I would like to give thanks to guest speaker
Heather Clay who drove up from Vernon last month to give
a talk about “Greening Your Apiary”. Attendance could
have been better (several members regretfully did RSVP to
say they couldn’t make it due to conflicts with Fall Fairs,
courses and other commitments), but those who came
really enjoyed her presentation. Thanks too to the BCHPA
for contributing to the honorarium we gave Heather to
help offset her travel expenses. At the Field Day we were
privileged to see a sneak preview of Heather’s latest project,
the new version of the Canadian Association of Professional
Apiculturists (CAPA) book, CAPA Honey Bee Diseases
and Pests. This publication will be the next Canadian
beekeeper’s hand bible with Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) pointers throughout. Now if we can only reserve a
few copies before the first edition sells out!
All of the best to the health of your bees, you and your
loved ones as we brace ourselves for the winter. May it be
a good one!
West Kootenays
~ Dave Johnson
Here we are coming to the end of
another season.... From what I have
heard, it has been a good production
year for the West Kootenay area.
Honey flow was early in July
enhanced by the June rains. In August
it continued supported by some quite
intense thunderstorms which seemed
to occur on a regular basis. The honey is a darker hue in the
amber range of colours and is also quite dense.
For two years now we have had favourable conditions
which has been a boon for new beekeepers and has
sharpened their enthusiasm as many of them have been able
to enjoy a crop of honey from their first season.
The top bar hive (TBH) “movement” has gained quite
a following in the Kootenays. There have been some
adaptations to the equipment to assist the bees in surviving
the colder winters. The earlier TBH were constructed of
quite thin-walled lumber whereas more recently, they are
being made of 1 1/2 inch material. I have not yet seen or
heard of any comparisons in regards to winter survival
rates. One observation though is that they don’t seem to lend
themselves to honey production as well as the Langstroth
equipment. I do hear that if you place them along the fence
line of your garden, it helps to keep the elephants out of the
veggies.
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On another note, we are getting reports of foulbrood
and are waiting to learn whether it is resistant or not. It
is no secret there are old barns with old stored equipment
scattered about in the local valleys. How this cycle of
infection and reinfection can be broken is something the
Ministry of Agriculture and Apiary Branch might want to
tackle. Perhaps with a one time grant of funds.
South Vancouver Island
~ Barry Denluck
The South Islands experienced
another cool and damp spring with a
sharp transition to summer. Although
winter losses were less than previous
years, there still is a shortage of bees
in our area. Blackberry nectar flow
was reduced this year resulting is less
than average honey collection during
the summer. Fireweed nectar production was compromised
by an insect infestation in some areas. As a result of
low collection of the light summer nectar and a stronger
collection of the darker fall nectar, many beekeepers report
the overall honey extracted to be darker with a more robust
flavor than usual. Although some isolated regions were able
to collect strong amounts of honey, local honey in Victoria
still demands a premium price.
Pockets of AFB continue to persist in Victoria and on the
Saanich peninsula. Losses due to wasps were also significant
this fall. Wintering bees on South Vancouver and the Gulf
Islands continues to be a challenge. Early reports indicates
maturing beekeepers have more and stronger hives prepared
for the coming winter.
CRBA, Capital Region Beekeepers Association, of
Victoria continues to grow with membership at 185.
Anyone with questions or ideas pertaining to South
Vancouver and the Gulf Islands are welcome to contact me
by email: Barry@dencor.ca.
East Kootenays
~ Mike Malmberg
Erratic spring weather conditions
kept many bees inside, unable to
forage for essential early season
nutrients. Snow covered early
blooming plants and cool wet
weather resulted in many beekeepers
using sugar syrup to keep colonies
surviving until warmer conditions
arrived.
And arrive it did. Early July brought warm sunny weather
with good moisture conditions, and explosive nectar flows.
Timely rains resulted in good nectar flows throughout
the summer in most locations. Many residents in the East
Kootenay region have remarked about the green color tones
in the landscape throughout the summer and into the fall;

a notable change from typical weather
patterns.
Our fall season has so far been wet
and overcast. Normal early September
frosts have held off and most of the
region is still frost free as of October 1.
Sporadic sunny periods throughout late
summer and early fall have kept colonies
active and bee numbers at high levels.
The importance of honey bees to the
environment and to food production is at
a high level of awareness and concern to
the general public. This has heightened
the interest in small-scale beekeeping
throughout the area. The East Kootenay
Beekeepers Association has been very
active. The BCHPA sponsored Introductory Beekeeping
Course has enabled a “hands-on” instructive curriculum to
folks interested in keeping bees. Through this program and
with the annual Beekeepers Field Day at Lance and Bobby
Cuthill’s residence, the East Kootenay Region has launched
a dozen new beekeepers in the area.
Tough times in the commercial sector, with dwindling
government resources, inadequate protection from offshore
products, and the introduction of new bee pests and diseases
will no doubt change the bee scene in Canada. Small-scale
honey producers will play an important role in beekeeping
in the future. It is great to see the BCHPA ahead of the curve
with standardized curriculum and support for new entrants to
the industry. Small-scale producers have different needs and
interests. We must continue to recognize their importance to
the future of the honey bee in our environment and cropping
systems.
On a sad note, the area has lost an important component
of the bee scene in the region. Nikolaas Baker passed away
this summer. Nikolaas' wife, Morley, at Jubilee Mountain
Apiary has carried the business through the season at
Beeland in Spillimacheen. A memorial gathering will be
held on Sunday, October 20 at 3:00 PM. Nikolaas loved
the Upper Columbia Valley. Our condolences go out to
Nikolaas' family and our wishes that his legacy in the valley
will be honored at the memorial gathering in Spillimacheen.
Terrace
~ Rudi Peters
To say that it has been an
exciting summer would be a great
understatement. With what can be
only described as perfect growing
weather, the fireweed was so tall that
you could not look over it. Along
with the fruit trees and other floral
sources there was an overabundance
of forage for the bees here. This was a good thing as the
vast majority of people who got bees this spring, got them
in a package and placed them on clean foundation. In spite
of this most hives still managed to produce a harvestable

honey crop on average from 15 to 20
kilos of honey.
Most of the beekeepers have finished
extracting any honey that they plan on
extracting and are now in the process
of getting their hives ready for winter.
Optimism on being able to successfully
winter their hives is very high this year as
everyone’s hives are stronger than what
they have been in the past. Some of this
is due to the weather we have had this
year, some of it is due to people working
together to help each other when they
had a problem with their hives.
It has been a very exciting year for
us in the North. There were 14 people
who signed up and took the Basic Beekeeping course
which Lance Cuthill came up here and ran. There were 18
people who got bee packages this spring and watching their
excitement is very infectious. We had Paul van Westendorp
come up in the late spring for an inspection tour and cleanup of some infected hives. It was nice to see that people
gave it the level of seriousness that it deserved. With the
incredible growing season we had the hives did amazingly
well this year. There has been a very strong resurgence of
eating local and using locally produced foods. This in turn
has given small local honey producers a great market at the
local farm market which some are taking advantage of.
Prince George
~ John Phillips
The summer roared by with lots
of sun and some heavy rainstorms.
However, hot weather did not
translate into a great honey crop
because the flowers dried up so
there wasn’t as much nectar for the
bees. Many Beekeepers in the area
realized only a third to one half of
their usual harvest.
Like other years, the mites continue their rampage and
a few beekeepers also experienced serious losses from
chalkbrood. In addition the abundance of wasps created
problems as they robbed the hives. Due to the hot weather
the entrance reducers were removed and this made it easier
for the wasps to get into the hive. Some beekeepers observed
their bees patrolling the entrance to keep the wasps out.
Wax moths often infiltrate our hives, especially if the
winter temperature does not drop to -35°C for a few weeks,
so in the spring I drop a few infested frames into a strong
hive and the bees clean them up. There are some hive
management reasons for wax moth and prevention is not
difficult.
Our club membership continues to grow and we send our
best wishes to Kelowna for a great conference and AGM. ❀
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Parting Shots
This is Ronny the Raccoon trying to figure out how to get onto our deck to check
out the bees that are 4ft. away...
~ Harry Meier
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Classifieds
STAINLESS STEEL STEAM KNIFE DECAPPING
SYSTEM. Built by beekeeper who was a professional
welder. This setup includes cappings drip system for separating wax and honey. Good for the sideliner. Asking price
$1000. Currently located on Vancouver Island. Contact
250-755-5834 or bzbees@telus.net.
4 EXPERIENCED BEEKEEPERS WANTED for January 15 - November 15, 2014, and 1 honey bee farm supervisor on a permanent full-time basis starting January 1st 2014.
Preference will be given to candidates with queen rearing
experience. Hourly pay rate $13 - $20, depending on experience. Send resumes to manager, Honeyland Canada Inc.
email: manager@HoneylandCanada.com
COWAN 28 FRAME EXTRACTOR for sale, has steam
uncapper wax spinner honey sump and pump and 1500 lb
tank with hot water coils in it. Works very well. Phone Tom
at 250 956 3920.
BARRELS & TOTES FOR SALE 45 Gallon stainless
steel barrels, food grade, closed top, with two bungs, $100.
45 Gallon plastic barrels, food grade, open top, with lid
& fastener, $45. 250 Gallon (1000 litres) food grade tote,
with steel cage, plastic bottom, $140. Call Jim Curry at
(250)562-9463 (daytime), (250)967-4580 (evenings).
Prince George, B.C.

BC Bee Breeders Association
http://bcbeebreeders.com
The BC Bee Breeders is an organization of beekeepers in BC who specialize in breeding bees.
There has always been a strong demand for BC bred
bees for the Canadian market. The major winter
losses on the prairies this past year has definitely increased this demand. The DAY project spearheaded
by Brenda Jager is now the BAY (Breeders Assessment Yard) project and has expanded to 4 yards
across BC. Wintering honey bees successfully and
economically is a challenge many of our members
are working on across BC.
We were able to assist the BCHPA in bringing Sue
Cobey to the Kelowna AGM as a valued guest
speaker. She shared some of her insights on artificial insemination of honey bees. Our BCBBA AGM
held on October 25th in Kelowna was extremely
well attended with several guests looking on. Your
elected officers for the 2013-14 year are: President: Barry Denluck, First Vice President: Richard
Springborn, Secretary: Axel Krause and Treasurer:
Brenda Jager.
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VARROA PROTECTION
ALL YEAR LONG
British Columbia: 2, 10 & 25 dose packs will be
available through:
0,120.-'/)!0)%18%%1-+!11
Urban Bee Supply

Manitoba & New Brunswick: 2, 10 & 25 dose packs
will be available through:
.3-207)%+$18(%%%2.0%
%5)1.-1NEW Manitoba)

Ontario: 2, 10 & 25 dose packs will be available
through:
%22%0"%%8317%%8..*18!-#)-'%%
 .-%18)4%-.%86&.0$.-%780./.+)1

Quebec: 2, 10 & 25 dose packs will be available
through:
 .-%180./.+)1%2#
To learn more visit www.NODGLOBAL.com
Want to distribute MAQS® - give us a call 866.483.2929

we love bees!
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