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If spring is the season of movement, summer is the season of 

momentum - getting some weight behind that motion, that new 

growth, and seeing how far it can take us (hopefully into some 

nice, full honey supers!) Classical mechanics tells us that mo-

mentum is a linear quantity, this product of mass and velocity 

existing in a single plane. In reality, once generated, momen-

tum stretches out in many directions at once, sometimes creat-

ing effects that are difficult to see. Also difficult to keep track of 
are all the influences that occur to create momentum - and that 
diversity of influences is key to maintaining a healthy impetus.

This summer's issue of BeesCene has had a variety of mat-

ter contributing to its momentum, and we hope it will create 

a little energy in your minds, as well. It seems many of us are 

buzzing with the latest news and developments surrounding the 

neonicotinoid debate, with good reason. The issue has many 

of us concerned and quite a few are taking action. We have a 

few opinions expressed in this issue and hope that more of you 

will be galvanized to add your voice to the debate. While the 

controversy being created amongst us is polarizing, the more 

people who are willing to speak out about it and encourage bal-

anced and informed opinions, the better able we will be to take 

whatever actions are necessary to protect the health of our bees 

and the environment.

Also gathering steam are the group of researchers at Beaver-
lodge, who are busy amassing and analysing data on honey bee 

pathogens across the western provinces. They've kindly taken 

the time to update us on their latest work to date, a survey of 

the pathogen loads of various honey bee colonies from BC to 

Manitoba. The results in some cases have been surprising and 

interesting, and they assure us that while the whole picture is 

yet to be put together, they will continue to update us on their 

progress and conclusions for what they've seen in the field.
The beekeeping season is well underway in the in most parts 

of the province, though we know a few who have yet to un-

wrap their hives! In a few places workshops have been held 

and many new bee-

keepers are getting a 

start, thanks to active 

clubs and dedicated 

teachers. We have a 

report from Ashcroft 
where Marg and Joe 

Lomond hosted a successful field day; nice to see old and new 
beekeepers out enjoying the craft. There is much appreciation 

out there for experienced beekeepers who take the time to initi-

ate and teach others; that kind of energy is the kind of thing that 
keeps the momentum of this pursuit going!

Not to be overlooked is the influence that our collective past 
has on how things unfold in the present, and Ted Hancock has 

put together a nice 'look back' at our Association's first presi-
dent, a true BC beekeeping pioneer, and a fine example of the 
country gentleman. Track down some of J.W. Winson's writing 

when you have a chance, and be taken back into a very roman-

tic way of looking at the natural world.

More and more initiative is going into the organic beekeep-

ing movement, and Alison Moore of Peachland recently trav-

eled to a conference of organic beekeepers in Arizona. She has 
given us a full report of what kinds of things she learned there, 

the presenters who spoke, and how the information she gath-

ered might affect her beekeeping operation. Sounds like a fiery 
and energetic bunch!

Last, but definitely not least...the AGM organizing com-

mittee has its start, a date has been set, some information has 

been provided (check the website for updates), and you are en-

couraged to register and book your room early, as there are a 

few incentives being offered to do so. The Association benefits 
from active participation of its members; add your energy to 
the enterprise of the whole for a more healthy, balanced result.

Best of luck to everyone this season, and here's hoping you 

can keep up with the amazing momentum of your bees!
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Well it’s a definite, possible, maybe; Spring has shown up, 
finally.

The Semi-Annual in Kamloops was well attended & the 
education day surprised some of us with the last minute atten-

dance. Thanks to Ian for a job well done organizing the meet-

ings & meals at the Holiday Inn. Ian also arranged for the great 
get together meal at the Chinese restaurant on Friday night.

The Food Safety Course put on by Small Scale Food Pro-

cessing also had good attendance; so much so, that they had to 
change venues at the last minute to accommodate the group.

Kamloops has agreed to host the AGM and we are a bit late 
in getting the arrangements, so hence, our dates this year are in 

November instead of October.

This report is late as I have been having teeth problems.  

Seems one wisdom tooth wasn’t too pleased about being re-

moved & I was existing on painkillers for 2 weeks before it 
settled down.

There are lots of things I have thought about because we 

have been very busy installing packages, feeding, checking 

queen survival and also checking to see they are laying.  I 

have a new perspective 

on hiving packages and 

some techniques ensur-

ing  survival success.  

Rescuing bees that just 
were on the brink of dy-

ing by spraying with a 

light sugar syrup, using a 

hair dryer and/or turning 
the heat up in the shop. 

The bees come back 

to life even though they 

looked dead.

We have access to a line of styrofoam deep standard boxes. 

We are trying some out on open screen bottom boards & it ap-

pears the styrofoam boxes are making a difference as there are 

about two frames more of bees & the queen is really overlaying 
what most are doing. So only time will tell.

We have the first calls for pollination & this is the start of the 
really busy season.

In closing, remember the AGM is in Kamloops in the first 
part of November, you are encouraged to book early.

From the President

Stan Reist
BCHPA President

Your purchases resulted in our Association 
receiving an incentive cheque in the amount 

of $527.61 from Dominion & Grimm.

We wish to extend our Thanks 
to Jenny Rumble of D&G for 

this contribution.

~ The Executive

A Big Thank You 
to BC Beekeepers 

for 
Purchasing 
Dominion 
& Grimm 
Products!

Open Tuesday – Sunday 10:00 am-5:00pm 
Honeyland Canada

17617 Ford Road , Pitt Meadows, BC V3Y 1Z1
604-460-8889 •  Fax: 604-460-8887

Toll Free 1-877-460-8889
Email: info@HoneylandCanada.com    

www.HoneylandCanada.com

Visit our “full” service honey bee country store

Complete beekeeping equipment & supplies, queens, 
nucs and top quality hive products. Honeyland also 
offers year round farm tours, pollination, courses, 

seminars, and a beekeeping consulting service.

Courses and Seminars:

Condensed Beekeeping level 1: 

all Classes of 2012 are  full.

Beekeeping Level 2: 
Covers production and processing of 
creamed honey, propolis, pollen, 
royal jelly and bee venom; queen rearing, 2 queen 
system colony, swarm control and splits. Saturday, 
June 02, 2012, 9:30am-5:30pm. Cost: $99 + tax; 
hand-outs & queen grafting tool included.
Beekeeping Level 3: Covers Queen Selection and 
breeding program; CFIA certification of your honey 
house. Date: June 16, 2012 9:30 AM-5:30 PM. Cost: 
$150+ tax; handouts included
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Beelines
News from the Ministry of Agriculture
PAUL VAN WESTENDORP,  Manager, BCMA Apiculture Program

Winter Mortality Survey 2012
At the recent semi-annual meeting of the BCHPA in Kam-

loops, many of the commercial beekeepers reported “single-

digit winter losses”. This sounded very optimistic and hopeful, 

because beekeepers have repeatedly reported high winter loss-

es in the last few years which has caused a great deal of anxiety 

and painful adjustment. Perhaps this spring will finally bring 
a return to normal, manageable winter losses. However, a lot 

of things can happen between the Kamloops meeting in mid-
March and the beginning of May. To get a better picture of the 

situation, we will be carrying out the province-wide telephone 

Winter Mortality Survey of commercial beekeepers in the next 
few weeks. Alternatively, beekeepers can also participate by 
filling out the on-line survey form which is instantly submitted 
at no cost. While the survey is directed to larger operators, I 

strongly encourage all beekeepers to participate.

Neonicotinoids and Colony Loss
For about a decade, controversy has swirled around a group 

of highly effective insecticides, called neonicotinoids. This 

group of insecticides affects the nerve system of insects, and 

mimics nicotine which is a highly toxic nerve poison in its pure 

form. The first neonicotinoids were developed and introduced 
by Bayer in the late 1980s and since then a wide range of for-
mulations have been registered in some 120 countries, ranging 
from seed-treatments of crops to the flea-collar of the family 
pet. While highly toxic to insects and other invertebrates, neo-

nicotinoids harbor low mammalian toxicity.

In the 1990s, the first reports began to appear in Europe of 
unexplained colony losses in areas where neonicotinoids had 

been used in corn and potato crops. This was obviously quite 

puzzling as neither crop is of significance to honey bees. Pro-

tests of beekeepers in France, Germany, Italy and other Euro-

pean countries eventually led to government-imposed restric-

tions on the use of some of the formulations of neonicotinoids 

until such time that their true impact could be determined. 

Meanwhile, neonicotinoid use in North America continued to 
increase in volume and the number of crops it could be applied 

to. Here in BC, neonicotinoid formulations were approved for 

use in the 1990s in the tree fruit industries and later in blue-

berries. The approved uses only involved foliar application 

initially but more recently, seed-treatment and soil-drench ap-

plications have been introduced for some crops. While foliar 

applications remain topical with minimal absorption in the 

plant tissue, seed-treated and soil-drench formulations involve 

the intake of the insecticide as a systemic where it will be dis-

tributed throughout the plant. Any insect feeding on such plant 
may either stop feeding and/or dies as a result of the feeding. 
Nectar and pollen may not harbor sufficient levels of the active 
ingredient to kill bees or any other insect pollinators. But, this 

is where the controversy has become more complicated. 

Neonicotinoids in North America didn’t become a contro-

versial issue until unexplained high colony losses occurred 

in late 2006, which were subsequently described as Colony 
Collapse Disorder (CCD). In response, hundreds of independ-

ent studies were carried out to identify a correlation between 

exposure to neonicotinoids and colony losses. None of these 

studies provided conclusive evidence that neonicotinoids were 

responsible. But then, in 2010 a Dutch researcher claimed that 
chronic exposure to neonicotinoids at ultra-low levels didn’t 
kill the bees outright but caused memory loss in foragers and 

was thereby incapacitating their ability to return to the nest. A 
number of recent studies from the US and the UK appear to 
corroborate these findings and shed new light on the impact 
neonicotinoids may have on pollinators and the environment. 

The Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH) published a 
study in the journal Science which concluded that bees chroni-
cally exposed to ultra-low concentrations of imidacloprid, one 

of the most common of neonicotinoids, resulted in premature 

decline and subsequent death of the colony. It also reported that 

bees suffered from ‘premature dementia’ resulting in memory 
loss. The UK study reported on the disastrous impact neonic-

otinoids may have had on bumble bee populations by disrupt-

ing their foraging behavior but also by reducing the fecundity 

of nests. According to the study, a high proportion of the bum-

ble bee nests completely failed to produce sexually-maturing 

individuals in late summer. This offspring includes the young 

queens that winter on their own and establish new nests in the 

spring. Some bumble bee populations in the UK have report-
edly experienced catastrophic population declines in the last 

decade. In western North America, the once common western 
bumble bee (Bombus occidentalis) has virtually disappeared in 

many parts of its traditional distribution range due to unknown 

causes. There are increasing concerns that perhaps these popu-

lation declines of wild pollinators may be linked to the wide-

spread use of neonicotinoids in agriculture. Since all bumble 
bee species experience natural population fluctuations due to 
a numerous biotic and abiotic factors, it remains particularly 

difficult to differentiate the effects of neonicotinoids from other 
factors that may also be responsible.

The recent research findings may not be enough to conclude 
that neonicotinoids are indeed responsible for CCD in honey 
bee colonies and wild pollinator declines, but they highlight the 

urgent need to assess agricultural chemicals not only for their 

acute toxicity but also on their long-term effects on pollinators 

and the environment. 

Beekeeper & Apiary Registration
In the Question & Answer section of the last issue of 

BeesCene, the question was raised, why one has to register an 

apiary site. Lance Cuthill, Apiary Inspector of the Kootenays, 
responded by saying that it is a requirement under the Bee Act. 
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He also mentioned that the principal reason is to control infec-

tious disease such as American Foulbrood. This is correct and 
I would like to expand on this topic a bit because the require-

ment of beekeeper and apiary registration is tied to a larger set 

of rules and regulations that govern the trade and movement 

of bees and hive products in the province, within Canada and 

internationally. 

It was in the early 1900s when Canadian provinces devel-
oped legislation to get better control of AFB which was the 
single most devastating bee disease at that time. Of course, 
in those days there were no antibiotics available and the only 

control was through burning. Most European countries intro-

duced similar legislation. In the 1950s, veterinary drugs be-

came available and even though the threat of AFB remained, 
the disease became more controllable with proper management 

practice. If beekeeping would have remained small and local-

ized as it was in the early 1900s, perhaps the need of the legis-

lation would have lessened but over the decades, we have seen 

huge changes in the beekeeping industry that has increased 

the interdependency between different agricultural sectors and 

even within the beekeeping industry. Commercial beekeeping 

has grown in operational size and for these operations to be 

economically viable, their colonies must be moved from one 

location to another, often crossing borders or even oceans. Live 

bees are air-freighted from one part of the world to another or 

between provinces. For bees to move freely domestically and 
internationally, standards have been set to reduce the risk of 

disease introduction. On the international stage, the OIE (the 
French acronym of the International Organization of Animal 
Health) acting under the auspices of the World Trade Organiza-

tion, established the Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary (SPS) princi-
ples. The SPS principles essentially demand countries tie their 
animal health policies and regulations to empirical evidence 

and science, rather than imposing trade restrictions on the basis 

of assumption, speculation or for protectionist purposes. These 

principles have been applicable not just for bees but all live-

stock and animal by-products. As one of the signatories, Can-

ada amended its policies and regulations to meet these prin-

ciples. The SPS principles have been of great value to many 
countries that export agricultural commodities as the SPS prin-

ciples foster a “level playing field" in regards to the rules and 
conditions under which international trade takes place. This 

science-based operating environment assisted in the removal 

of artificial trade barriers that some countries had previously in 
place to protect their domestic producers. 

The SPS principles would still allow a country to impose 
import restrictions and conditions providing credible scien-

tific data was produced that warrants protective measures. The 
basic requirements for producing such data would be to have 

credible domestic inventory and disease surveillance programs 

in place. Without surveillance and inventory data, a country 

would simply not know its domestic conditions and couldn’t 
justify restricting imports. So, the repeal of all bee-related reg-

ulations in BC would cause the discontinuation of surveillance 

and beekeeper/apiary registrations and by doing so, it would 
remove the province’s ability to demand import standards and 
restrictions to protect its beekeeping industry from exotic pests.

Farm Status
Another recent question was asked about obtaining farm 

status. It is important to recognize that the process is not ar-

bitrary but follows a prescribed set of rules that have been es-

tablished to ensure consistency and fairness. While BC Assess-

ment administers the process, it should be noted that it doesn’t 
make up the rules. It is ultimately the government that deter-

mines what is included under the regulations, what is eligible 

and what is not. It is also important to remember that “farm 

status” and the benefits associated with the classification is not 
a right but a privilege. The Farm Status designation is given to 
an operation that is considered a bona-fide farm involved in the 
production of food.

In the past, farm status designation was based on the size of 

the land on which the farm operated. In recent times, changes 

have been applied to the rules governing eligibility as the ag-

ricultural sector diversified and an increasing number of farm 
commodities were produced irrespective of the size of the land 

base. Beekeeping is a good example where the production of 

honey as the principal hive product is produced, regardless 

of the land ownership of the beekeeper. As a result, eligibil-
ity requirements are based on the annual earnings of primary 

agricultural goods that can be sold and bought. This is a key 

distinction from “agricultural services” that are not eligible. 

Since crop pollination contracts involve services, they have so 
far not been recognized as “farm income”, eligible towards the 

classification of farm status. 
For a number of years, the BC beekeeping community has 

made appeals to the provincial government to amend the regu-

lations and recognize the earnings of crop pollination contracts 

as legitimate farm income and eligible towards farm status des-

ignation. These efforts have not come to fruition so far. Most 

commercial beekeepers already qualify for farm status because 

the annual income from honey and other hive products or from 

queens and bees exceeds the minimum requirements. 

Good things come in Richards Packaging...

RICHARDS 
PACKAGING INC.

(604) 270-0111
140 – 9200 Van Horne Way, Richmond B.C. V6X 1W3

www.richardspackaging.com

Glass and Plastic Jars
375ml (500gr Honey) Cylinder Jars
750ml (1kg Honey) cylinder Jars

Hex and Oval Hex 
Glass Jars
(Including 12oz Honey)

Plastic Pails
...and more!

Ask us for our stock item catalogue
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AGM-Richmond
In the Winter 2011 issue of BeesCene, thanks and apprecia-

tion were given to Wayne Neidig and his team of organizers 

of the AGM-Richmond last fall. However, at the recent semi-
annual meeting of the BCHPA at Kamloops, it became appar-
ent how significant this event actually was.

Since most BCHPA members didn’t attend the event, I 
would like to highlight the financial contribution the Richmond 
meeting had on the association’s balance sheet. While the two 
previous AGM meetings generated healthy and praise-worthy 
returns of approximately $4,000 - $5,000 each, the AGM in 
Richmond generated a whopping $11,900! It was a combina-

tion of the convenient location, high turn-out at the educational 

days, and a full roster of commercial exhibitors that made it 

possible to generate so much money. But, it would not have 

been possible without the hard work, organizational skills and 

dedication of Wayne Neidig and his team. As a (non-voting) 
member of the BCHPA, I would like to thank them for organ-

izing such a successful meeting! 

Bee Master 2014 Notification List
This past February, the Bee Master 2012 course was held at 

UBC. The venue was made possible because of the generous 

support and involvement of Dr. Leonard Foster and his stu-

dents. The one-week course proved very popular as it was sold 

out within weeks after we posted the details on the internet and 

where students were able to register on-line. In fact, very little 

‘advertising’ was needed as people had become aware of the 
course through the internet. The interest in the course proved 

so overwhelming that we had to turn people away after all 45 
spaces had been booked. As a consolation, we offered to have 
their contact details included on our ‘e-mail notification list’ 
for the Bee Master 2014 course. While there is no guarantee 
of enrolment, being on the list will give people access to the 

course details as soon as they become available, and an op-

portunity to register early. For those interested, please send an 
email with your name, location and phone number to  paul.

vanwestendorp@gov.bc.ca or Daniela Bates at  daniela.bates@
gov.bc.ca. You will be notified sometime in the fall of 2013. 

New Apiary Inspector – Kootenays
After having received a number of applications, we selected 

Axel Krause as the new Apiary Inspector of the Kootenays. 
Long-time inspector Lance Cuthill had expressed interest to 

retire for a number of years but this proved difficult because 
many of the Kootenay beekeepers were totally opposed to see-

ing him go. After various delays, we finally managed to com-

plete the process and appoint Axel to the position.
 Axel grew up in Trail and started his teaching career in Cran-

brook where he first met Lance and Bobby. Their mutual inter-
ests in bees and beekeeping have made them life-long friends. 

Teaching opportunities eventually caused Axel to move to the 
Lower Mainland where he taught at New Westminster High 

for many years. He also attended the Bee Master course in the 

early 1990s. I first met Axel almost 10 years ago when he came 
up with the idea of establishing an apiary on the rooftop of 

the school, somewhat unconventional at the time. For this, he 
needed support from the principal (which he got) and approval 

from city council. His well-researched and well-argued pres-

entation resulted in council’s unanimous approval and support. 
Bees have been kept on the school’s rooftop ever since. 

Axel’s teaching career is coming to an end, as he plans to 
retire at the end of the current school year. He has a home in 

Castlegar, where he will be based as inspector. During the 
next few months, Lance will continue in his inspection role 

and when there is an opportunity, Axel will accompany him on 
some of the tours to meet the Kootenay beekeepers. Axel will 
assume the inspector’s position sometime in late June. 

We are pleased to welcome Axel to our staff and I expect 
that Kootenay beekeepers will appreciate his services and sup-

port. I will focus on Lance in the next issue of BeesCene.  ❀

You can apply to the program 
by downloading the application form from the 

BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.com 
Or contact:  Judy Campbell

2595 Lefeuvre Road, Abbotsford, BC V4X 1L5
Email: jwcampbell@telus.net

Tel: 604-856-2125

The Certified Producer program is designed to assist 
BCHPA members sell their products by providing 

special labeling that customers will come to recognize 
as representing high quality honey, exclusively 

produced by local beekeepers.

BCHPA Certified Producer Program

Certified Producer:  
Registered 

Producers Only:  
Labels can now 

be purchased
separately 

$0.02 each 
for the lid seal 

and $0.02 
each for the 

100% BC hex label 
or $0.03 for both.  

All labels are in rolls of 2,000.  
Lid seals are now individually numbered for lot tracking.

Honey 
Equipment

Bees

Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.
New & Used beekeeping equipment

Honey

Ezyloaders (Beekeeper Model 300 now available)

✧

✧

✧

Ph: 204 662 4401   Fax: 204 662 4547

Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com

Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
6456 Cowichan Lake Road  

PO Box 1491 - Lake Cowichan BC V0R 2G0

250-749-3800            www.thebeestore.com

Beekeeping Supplies, 

Equipment & Glassware



      VOLUME 28, #2 SUMMER 2012   9

Hello all. Since spring is a pretty 
slow time for results from bee research, 

I thought I would use my space this time 

to tell you about two different studies 

that have come out from other groups…

Self-medicating bees
How much propolis do you leave in 

your colonies as you go through them? 

Obviously you can’t get rid of all of it 
and very often we view propolis as a 

nuisance, even though we all realize that 

it does serve a function in the colony. 

It has been known for decades that one 

function of propolis is in keeping the 

hive environment sterile. In fact, the 

very first experiments I did on bees, 

way back in high school, were to try 

to isolate a compound from propolis 

that had antibacterial properties. I didn’t 
quite get as far as figuring out what 

the compound was but I was on to 

something because about 10 years later, 
someone else reported the identification 

of an antibiotic from propolis. Just in the 

past few weeks though, Marla Spivak 
has shown us an incredible behaviour of 

bees related to the collection of propolis 

(Simone-Finstrom & Spivak (2012) 
Increased Resin Collection after Parasite 
Challenge: A Case of Self-Medication in 
Honey Bees? PLoS One 7.3: e34601). 
Their primary observation was that 

when colonies had higher levels of 

chalkbrood, they tended to collect resin 

for making propolis from those sources 

that have higher levels of antifungal 

agents! Essentially, the bees ‘knew’ 
that they were sick and that the way 

to combat this sickness was to collect 

medicine from certain trees. Bees don’t 
really have conscious thought but I find 

this kind of behaviour amazing, even 

for an insect that has already surprised 

us so much already! So, you might 
want to think twice before scraping 

all that propolis out or before cutting 

down those resinous trees around your 

apiaries. That would be akin to burning 

down their pharmacy.

Promiscuous queens and colony health
Sex always sells, even in bees! A 

few weeks ago, popular media caught 

on to a new report from American and 
Dutch researchers that was reported 

to claim that the more promiscuous 

the queen in her mating, the healthier 

the colony would be. This was a vast 

over-generalization by the media and, 

in fact, wrong on many points. What 

the researchers actually did was to 

look at the diversity of bacteria in the 

intestines of bees from colonies whose 

queens had instrumentally inseminated 

with semen from 15 drones compared 
to those from colonies whose queens 

had been inseminated with semen from 

a single drone (Mattila et al., (2012) 
Characterization of the active microbiotas 

associated with honey bees reveals 

healthier and broader communities when 

colonies are genetically diverse. PLoS 
One 7.3: e32962). Recall that virtually 
all animals, including humans, have 

bacteria in their intestines that help to 

digest food. In this study, the researchers 

found that the workers from queens who 

had been mated with many drones had 

many more species of bacteria in their 

guts than did workers from single-drone 

inseminated queens. In addition, many of 

the bacteria species unique to the multi-

drone inseminated queens were ones 

that we think are more beneficial. That 

is, bacteria that can break down certain 

foods that bees own digestive enzymes 

cannot, thereby providing the bees with 

particular nutrients that they cannot get 

anywhere else. In addition, the authors 

noted that the more healthy bacteria 

bees had, the fewer pathogens they had. 

This last observation is consistent with 

what we know in humans too, where our 

gut bacteria play an essential role in our 

immune system. It is probably obvious 

to everyone that more genetic diversity 

is a good thing but there is actually 

surprisingly little diversity in North 

America’s bee stocks. The real question 
though is what kind of aphrodisiacs are 

we going to have to start feeding our 

virgin queens and drones to get them to 

mate more! ❀

From the UBC Research Lab

Leonard Foster, BSc, PhD
Photo by Brian Hawkes, Genome BC

 MITE WIPE
Safe method for applying formic acid

 to control bee mites in honeybee
colonies

MUNRO HONEY
Telephone (519) 847-5333          Fax (519) 847-5340

E-mail: info@munrohoney.com  
Website:www.munrohoney.com

Also available from Medivet Pharmaceuticals and Beemaid Honey
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A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia
from 1950 to 2000 written by Douglas M. McCutcheon

Technologies Corporation

Hive Contamination Management
Iotron provides a solution for today’s bee colony problems.  Iotron’s treatment program provides 
apiculturists with a cost effective and environmentally friendly solution for managing common beehive 

contaminants.  Iotron’s electron beam irradiation 
processing treatment is proven effective for treating 
comb, pollen and wax, Iotron’s processing method 
penetrates through materials like an X-ray, yielding 
superior results allowing beekeepers to reduce or 
eliminate the use of antibiotics and other interventions 
in the field.  Iotron’s electron beam irradiation 
processing technology is an advanced 
tool for working on today’s complex 
issues.

Please contact Iotron for more information
Iotron Technologies Corp.  1425 Kebet Way, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838  Fax; 640 945-8827  Email Iotron@iotron.com  Website www.iotron.com

For further details an online order form will be posted on the 
BC Honey Producers’ Association website by June 1st. www.bcbeekeepers.com

JUNE 2012 Release

$29.95 
plus Shipping 

& Handling

Over 300 pages, and nearly 200 images from our 
province’s recent beekeeping past. 

This book picks up where W. H. Turnbull left off
with his book covering the first 

100 years of Beekeeping in B.C. 
published in 1958.

Packed with historical background on 
everything from our province’s 

changing apicultural disease profile 
and queen rearing accomplishments to

the movers and shakers who defined the last fifty 
years of beekeeping in BC ~ including the odd escapade!

If you’re not already on the waiting list, please contact:

Pauline Thompson, BCHPA Treasurer
PO Box 1650 Comox, BC V9M 8A2

Tel: 250-339-3423
email: treasurer@bcbeekeepers.com
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Last month, the Canadian 

Honey Council, with the support 

of the Canadian Association 
of Professional Apiculturists, 
submitted a letter of request to the 

Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA) to establish a National 
Surveillance and Control Program 
for the Small Hive Beetle (SHB).

In the letter to Dr. Francine 
Lord, Director of  Terrestrial 

Animal Health (CFIA), we outlined our concern that the current 
and vital interprovincial movement of bees for pollination 

services continue without jeopardizing Canada’s import and 
export trade of honey bee stock.  The current efforts by the 

provinces and industry in surveillance and research of the 

SHB could continue and be incorporated into a collaborative 
national SHB Disease Control Program. For two years the 
provinces of Ontario and Quebec have taken responsibility to 
control and mitigate the spread of this pest. Destruction and 
disposal of all affected hives has occurred in both provinces 

and a quarantine area has been established in Essex County 
in southwestern Ontario under the Ontario Animal Health Act.

This  infestation came from colonies suspected of being 

brought into Essex County illegally from the neighbouring State 
of Michigan which is probably infested annually by migratory 

colonies from Florida. To prevent the natural migration of 
SHB to favourable breeding sites in Canada is problematic. 
Efforts need to be taken to mitigate the introduction and spread 
of this pest by people in order to avoid interruption of vital 

interprovincial movement of bees for pollination services, as 

well as to gain time for development of more effective SHB 
control methods.

While the vast majority of Canada remains free of SHB, 
a National Control Program is important to justify both 
provincial and national import requirements for honey bee 

stock. The establishment of a national SHB control program 
is also needed for a developing part of our industry as queen 

breeders expand their operations to export bee stock.  The 

CHC has representatives working with CAPA and CFIA in 
developing export protocol to facilitate this development.

The role of  the CFIA  may simply be to provide expertise in 
co-ordination of provincial surveillance and control measures 

as has occurred in the Disease Control Programs for other 
agricultural sectors.

The Canadian Beekeeping Industry Safety, Quality and 
Traceability program, better known as C-BISQT, was initiated 
eight years ago, as leading beekeepers recognized the need 

for beekeepers who did not want their extracting and storage 

facilities certified by CFIA, to have a resource to ensure the 
high quality of Canadian Honey for Domestic Markets. This 
program has been vetted several times by various levels of 

government and is now in the final stage of review.  It will be 
available on a volunteer basis and will provide another level of 

credibility for beekeepers selling at the farm gate or retailing at 

markets in their province.

B-BAC  is on track!  This summer, the Bee and Biosecurity 

Action Committee is looking forward to the release of the 
National Standards Manual and the accompanying Best 
Management Operations Guide. Information in these manuals 
just might help those still taking heavy losses. More details 

will follow in the fall edition of BeesCene.

CHC is monitoring Monsanto’s application to introduce 
Roundup Ready Alfalfa (RR Alfalfa) to Canadian forage 
growers as there is concern with food safety and the 

compromise of foreign honey markets sensitive to GMO 
products.  The Canadian Forage Grower Association does not 
see any advantages of RR Alfalfa and does not want it on the 
Canadian Market.  This unwanted product is expected to be 

a source of contamination to endemic alfalfa varieties, likely 

cause an increase in production costs and negatively affect 

export livestock and product markets.   

 Apimondia 2012, Quebec City, November 16 - 
18th,  is an international event presenting several world class 
speakers, an exhibit hall with the latest and greatest innovations 

in beekeeping, a choice of workshops and a thematic dinner 

with Quebec flavour. In addition to reviewing over 25 selected 
research projects, participants will learn the latest developments 

in Bee Health and Queen Breeding.  Featured speakers include:
• Etienne Bruneau, President, Technology and Quality 

Scientific Committee, Paris, France
• Ralph Büchler, Ph.D. Bieneninstitut Kirchhain Allemagne, 

Germany
• Sue Cobey, Bee breeder and geneticist,  University of 

California, Davis, USA
• Jays Evans, Ph.D., Agricultural Bee Research Service, 

Beltsville, MD, USA
• Ingemar Fries, Ph.D. University of Agricultural Sciences, 

Sweden
• Gilles Ratia, President of Apimondia, Italy
• Wolfgang Ritter, President, Scientific Commission Bee 

Health, Germany
• Marla Spivak,  Ph.D. in Entomology, University of 

Minnesota, USA
• Dennis vanEngelsdorp, Assistant, Bee Research, University 

of Minnesota, USA. 

For additional information visit CHC’s website (honeycouncil.
ca). If you plan to stay at Hotel Chateau Laurier, place your 

room reservations NOW, 1 877-522-8108. ❀

Canadian Honey Council Report

by Gerry McKee
CHC representative 
for British Columbia

Ross Rounds, Inc.

Round comb section
equipment and

Sundance pollen traps.
Contact your dealer for supplies.

PO Box 11583 • Albany NY 12211-0583
T: 1-518-370-4989 • F: 1-518-381-6370

www.rossrounds.com
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Part I – Results from our 
2011 western Canadian pathogen survey

by Shelley Hoover, Amara Masson, and Stephen Pernal, Bea-
verlodge Research Farm, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

We would like to take this opportunity to update you on one 

of the exciting research projects underway in western Canada. 

Officially titled “Next-generation Integrated Pest Manage-

ment tools for Beekeeping”, the Bee IPM project will develop 
new tools and recommendations for honey bee management 

in western Canada. Funded by Genome Canada, Genome BC, 
and Genome Alberta, the project involves scientists and bee-

keepers across the western provinces. This project is highly 

collaborative, and involves biologists at the University of Brit-

ish Columbia, the University of Manitoba, and Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada, as well as beekeepers, bee breeders, and 
economists working together to design and evaluate these IPM 
practices, with the ultimate goal being to provide new tools to 

beekeepers to battle honey bee pathogens. We particularly wish 

to acknowledge the co-operation of the beekeepers involved in 

this study for their assistance.

The three primary research activities are:
1) We will be breeding honey bee stocks with natural dis-

ease resistance (hygienic behaviour) selected using either (i) 

protein markers or (ii) traditional field selection methods. A 
main goal of the project is to develop techniques to rapidly 

identify bees with desirable traits using protein markers, and 

evaluate the utility of these protein markers in stock selection.

2) To develop new RNA interference (RNAi) treatments for 
bee diseases that will be specific for the targeted pathogens. 
RNAi is a process within living cells that moderates the activ-

ity levels of their genes, and is a vital part of the natural im-

mune response to viruses and other foreign genetic material.

3) To develop an economic model of beekeeping manage-

ment and production, and to evaluate the economic and social 

impacts of our pest management approaches. This aspect of the 

project involves ongoing monitoring of disease and parasite 

levels in nearly 400 colonies across western Canada. 
In this article, we will discuss some of the recent results 

from the third research activity: the monitoring of disease and 
pathogen levels across western Canada in 2011.

In 2011 we collected bee samples from nearly 400 colo-

nies at 12 beekeeping operations across western Canada in the 
spring, summer, and autumn. Here at the Beaverlodge research 

farm we are busy analysing these samples for Nosema spp., 

Varroa mites (V. destructor), American foulbrood (Paenibacil-
lus larvae spp.), and viruses. The AFB and viral sample analy-

ses are in progress this winter, but we are already able to share 

with you the results of the Nosema and Varroa analyses. 
Nosema

The incidence of Nosema was high in the spring and sum-

mer across western Canada, with an average of 64% of BC 
colonies surveyed in the spring, and 82% in the summer having 
detectable levels of Nosema. By autumn the incidence in BC 

dropped to only 12% of colonies surveyed (Figure 1). There 
is, however, a large amount of variation in the incidence and 

spore load of Nosema among the apiaries surveyed. The aver-

age Nosema spp. load among colonies sampled in BC was 1.2 

± 0.6 million spores per bee in the spring, 1.7 ± 0.36 in summer, 
and 47 000 ± 21 000 in autumn.   The US National Honey Bee 
Pests and Disease Survey reports a large amount of variation 
in the Nosema load among different states, with the mean load 

0.45 million spores per bee across the 13 states surveyed. The 
load was far above average in Washington State, which had 
a mean load of 3.5 million spores per bee! As many parts of 
Washington state are climatically similar to parts of BC, this 

result is worthy of note. 

While only Nosema ceranae was detected in the colonies 

surveyed in BC, we detected N. apis in two operations in the 

SK/MB region. For these two producers, the percentage of 
infected colonies that contained N. apis (versus N. ceranae) 

declined over the summer period, and by autumn we detected 

only a single colony with N. apis in the entire survey (Figure 
2). While economic thresholds have been developed for Nose-

ma apis, none have been developed for N. ceranae. It is very in-

teresting to note that spore counts for colonies with N. ceranae 

infections seem to be higher than those for colonies infected 

with only N. apis (Figure 3). 
Varroa

The incidence of Varroa was high in British Columbia rela-

tive to the other regions sampled (Figure 4), although the in-

cidence of Varroa was quite variable among beekeeping op-

erations. Between 46-71% of the colonies surveyed in BC had 

West Coast Bee 
Supplies

• Apistan Strips

• Fumagilin B
• Menthol Boards
• Hive Boxes

• Bee Suits and much more

Bob Fisher
Phone 604-272-1921    Fax 604-272-1928

Email:  bluebob@shaw.ca

Store Address:
9351 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.

Mailing Address:
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5

• Formic Acid
• Oxytet 25
• Bee Pro
• CheckMite

All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:

Honey Bee IPM Project Update
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Figure 4. Varroa destructor incidence (mean % 
of colonies with Varroa detected per beekeeper ± 
SE) for colonies surveyed in western Canada in 
the spring, summer, and autumn of 2011. 

detectable levels of Varroa (Figure 4). On the prairies, the in-

cidence of Varroa was lower across all three sampling dates 
(4-39% of colonies), however the US National Honey Bee Dis-

ease and Pest Survey reports a 93% incidence of Varroa across 
the colonies sampled in that survey.   The Varroa load in British 
Columbia was 1.5 ± 1.2 mites per 100 bees in the spring, 3.2 
± 2.8 in the summer, and 2.2 ± 1.2 in the autumn. Mite loads 
were lower in operations surveyed across the prairies (0.04-0.6 
mites / 100 bees), below the economic thresholds developed for 
the prairie regions. 

There are many differences among the regions that translate 

into differences in the observed incidence and load of parasites 

and diseases. The relatively mild winters in much of BC, for 

example, provides the bees – and mites – with a longer brood 
(and consequently mite) rearing season. There are also regional 

differences in management practices such as the preference for 

particular mite treatments, and overwintering requirements that 

affect the diseases and parasites observed. 

We will be surveying these colonies again this spring 2012, 
and will be reporting back the results of this and other activities 

from the project in the near future.

Figure 1. Nosema spp. incidence (mean % of colonies 
with Nosema spp. detected per beekeeper ± standard 
error) for colonies surveyed in western Canada in the 
spring, summer, and autumn of 2011.

Figure 2. Prevalence of each type of Nosema 
infection (singly-infected with N. apis, singly-in-
fected with N. ceranae, or co-infected with both 
Nosema species) among all infected colonies, 
for the two beekeeping operations in MB/SK in 
which we detected Nosema apis infections (% 
of Nosema infected colonies by infection type) 
for colonies surveyed in western Canada in the 
spring, summer, and autumn of 2011. The re-
maining 10/12 beekeeping operations contained 
only colonies singly-infected with N. ceranae, or 
not infected with Nosema spp.

Figure 3. Nosema spore load (mean ± 
SE) by infection type (singly-infected 
with N. apis, singly –infected with N. 
ceranae, or infected with both Nosema 
species). 
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Is Your Honey Pure?

Werner Gysi has kept bees for over 30 
years applying a holistic approach, using 
timed management instead of chemicals, 

antibiotics, treatments, etc.

For more information look for 
Werner Gysi's book:

Harmonic Farming:

Bees
at www.goolymooly.com

Available at independent bookstores, 
Chapters, Indigo and Coles

Request an emailed copy of 

the BCHPA library holdings 

for timely videos and DVD’s 
on seasonal beekeeping 

information. 

Contact: Ian Farber, 

BCHPA Education Director • 
Ian_Farber@telus.net or 

Tel 250-579-8518

The BCHPA library has some new 

material to check out!

For kids
♦ The Honey Files: A Bee’s Life by the National Honey Board
♦ Plan Bee: The Sting is in the Tale  (animated)

For adults
♦ Pollen Nation:  a documentary on migratory beekeeping.  
Informative on the pollination industry in the USA. 

♦ A Year in the Apiary: an 8 part series that takes the viewer 

through a year in beekeeping.  This series covers everything 

from building equipment to harvesting the honey crop.

Day of the Honey BeeMay 29, 2012

This year the Day of the Honey Bee is gathering 
more momentum than ever! Many organizations 
and clubs around the province have planned 
celebrations and activities, and the BCHPA has 
distributed brochures to help spread the word at 
these events. For information on how you can get 
your municipality or regional district to officially 
proclaim this day, visit the website at www.
bcbeekeepers.com.

A note to all you shutterbugs out there, 
who might be attending these events: 
take some photos of the celebration that 
you get out to 
and send them to us at 
BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com, 
so we can include them in an 
upcoming issue of BeesCene.

Babe's Honey Farm has new owners.
Brandon Schwartz, along with friends and family, 
have bought the company and are working hard to res-

urrect the brand. 

Schwartz is working with former Babe's staff, fam-

ily and friends. Supporters include his father, Bob 
Schwartz, who worked at Babe's for a couple of sum-

mers, Kevin Van Herwaarden, who is running the store 
and is a beekeeper, Brendan Bull, another beekeeper, 

and queen breeder Steve Mitchell.
The new store is located at Galey Farm, at 4150 Blen-

kinsop Rd in Saanich.
The company's new website is at babes-honey-farm.

com, and it includes a humorous video showing Babe's 

has been saved.

Good luck to you and your bees!

Good News 
from the Island!
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Clips from the Past

!"

The first publication by the BCHPA was in July 1968 and entitled BEE CEE BEES. The editor was E.L. (Ted) Mc-

Connan of Victoria and it was published thanks to the Vancouver Island Division. It was labeled as No. 1 edition and 
the first paragraph expressed the hope that it would not be the last edition! In fact, it was the only edition and was fol-
lowed several years later by a BCHPA newsletter that was published largely by the efforts of Allan King of Victoria.
This first and only edition of BEE CEE BEES contained great variety:  a reference to Shakespeare's King Henry V, 
List of Officers and Life Mem-

bers of the Vancouver Island 
Division, an article on folklore 
in beekeeping, a collection of 

jokes, notice of an upcoming 

field day, and a classified sec-

tion.

The item that is reproduced 

here is a whimsical account of 

the first experience of a novice 
beekeeper.     

 ~ submitted by Dr. John Boone

Day of the Honey BeeMay 29, 2012

!"



16     VOLUME 28, #2 SUMMER 2012 

FROM THE WEST KOOTENAY DIVISION BCHPA 
I’m writing as President of the West Kootenay Division of 

BCHPA on the matter of the serious lack of democracy in the 
way the Canadian Honey Council currently runs its (and our, as 

practicing beekeepers) affairs.

The issue has been deliberated at several of our Division’s 
meetings over the last couple of years. Before our last meeting 

on March 25, 2012, I phoned and had a pleasant conversation 
with our BCHPA rep to the CHC, Gerry McKee, explaining to 
him the concerns of all members of our Division. Gerry ex-

plained the CHC’s position re: not opening up its meetings and 
minutes to all members of CHC’s affiliated organizations.

Those explanations notwithstanding, the West Kootenay 
Division of BCHPA wishes to have its feelings on record at 
BCHPA (and at CHC). 

  To emphasize the strength of feelings on this matter 

within our Division, I’m also transcribing here several motions 
made and carried  ‘Unanimously’ at our Division meeting held 
recently. These are as follows:

1. “That the BCHPA be requested to put Lew Truscott’s mo-

tion of 13 November 2011 on the agenda of the BCHPA An-

nual General Meeting.” The November 13, 2011 motion is: “ 
The West Kootenay Division of the BCHPA does not support 
the Canadian Honey Council policy of not allowing the regu-

lar membership to attend CHC  meetings and Annual General 
Meetings. Further, the BCHPA is to be informed of this mo-

tion." 
2. “That the BCHPA withhold funding from the Canadian 

Honey Council until CHC Annual General Meetings become 
fully transparent and open to observation by the general mem-

bership of the CHC.”   

(By “general   membership”  we intend to mean any paid-

up, current member of any provincial beekeeper’s association, 
which association is also a paid-up, current member supporting 

the Canadian Honey Council).

 I repeat, these motions were all passed  “unanimous-

ly” by the members present at our well attended meetings. Our 
Division is a strong supporter of BCHPA through our member-
ship. We’re reaching out to the many new starting-out beekeep-

ers in our area, to encourage them to join us and support us in 

this endlessly fascinating practice of keeping honey bees.

Sincerely, 
Peter W. Wood.

THE CHC NEEDS TO CHANGE
    To Whom it May Concern:
As a lifetime member of the BCHPA and past president of 

the Canadian Honey Council, I am writing this letter to express 

my deep concerns with the present operation of the Canadian 

Honey Council. I want to be clear at the outset, I believe a 

Canadian organization is a most important and necessary voice 

that speaks for the national interests of our Canadian beekeep-

ing industry.

However, when the CHC decided to take a “New Direction” 
and hired, at a cost of some $100,000, consultants from Victo-

ria to assist them in turning the Canadian Honey Council into 

an “associations of associations,” I am convinced two serious 

mistakes were made:
First and perhaps the more serious is the failure on the part 

of the CHC to realize, or perhaps to make an informed choice, 

that some 8000 Canadian beekeepers would no longer have 
any direct involvement or membership except through the 

representative of their provincial association.  To compound 

this mistake, the CHC directors have closed their meetings to 

individual beekeepers and confusingly, under the “New Direc-

tion” bylaws, have restricted the minutes of the CHC to Direc-

tors only.  In short, as a beekeeper who, in spite of paying for 

the operation of the CHC, I am more than disappointed at be-

ing unable to attend, even as an observer, any meetings of the 

CHC, nor am I able to have a copy of the CHC minutes.

To further add to this obvious lack of democracy, the direc-

tors agreed to a frightening decision to withhold, from their 

provincial association and their membership, any knowledge 

of how they voted nor to discuss or reveal discussions of the 

various items and motions for making their decisions. Clearly, 

they have ceased being representatives of their associations 

and have now become just individual beekeepers whose deci-

sions are financed by their associations and their members. The 
argument given that open CHC meetings would result in inter-

ruptions and restrictions on getting business done is simply an 

unacceptable excuse for individually and collectively failing to 

design and control a meeting by sacrificing democracy.

Letters ...

CALL US FOR ALL 
YOUR PACKAGING NEEDS!

 D&G supports Canadian manufacturers!
jenny@dominiongrimm.ca      
www.dominiongrimm.ca

Honey Refractometer

Ask about these products!

SPECIALTY CAPS

Tamper Evident
Stickers

Nutritional Facts

Paper Hang Tags

      DON’T  
    FORGET!
Meile Jars, Printed Tubs,
Plastic Bears and Upside
Down Squeeze with 
Silicone Caps!

Mead
Hydrometer

Rolls of 1000
Dimensions: 41/8” x 1”

Rolls of 500
Sm Dimensions: 17/8” x 23/8”
Lg Dimensions: 21/8” x 2½”

Dimensions: 3½” x  27/8”

1 877 676 1914jenny@dominiongrimm.ca      
www.dominiongrimm.ca
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Second and no less serious than my 
first concern is the fact this “New Direc-

tion” of the CHC is not financially serv-

ing the Canadian Beekeeping industry 

well. The questionable spending on CHC 

closed AGM meetings held in Florida 
and Texas does not speak well for value 

gained for dollar spent concerns. These 

meetings were held in conjunction with 

AGMs of the US and Mexico at which, 
I am sure, the Canadians were welcome 

but it must have been a bit embarrassing 

to close them out of our AGM - or is it 
just Canadian beekeepers they don’t trust 
– we have no reports.  

In continuing with the concern of 

questionable spending, the 2010 BCHPA 
AGM in Cranbrook fits the picture. The 
CHC held a meeting in Cranbrook the 

day prior to the start of our 2010 AGM. 
Our BCHPA president, our Provincial 
Apiarist and I, as past president of the 
CHC, were in Cranbrook that day, yet 

none were invited nor allowed to attend.  

It was apparent that CHC directors were 

not interested in possibly hearing any 

concerns about our needs, directions or 

expectations in which our national body 

could have assisted.  Moreover, it was 

obvious that their CHC meeting was just 

a “photo-op” for their directors, as most 

of them went home the next morning, 

thus failing to show us the common cour-

tesy of attending the business meeting 

of the BCHPA. It was a very expensive 
photo-op as a similar meeting in Calgary 

would have saved them $5000 in airfare 
alone. Little was gained from the added 

cost of coming to Cranbrook.

Financially, it should be realized by 
the CHC that the policy of collecting fees 

based on the total number of provincial 

colonies and not simply the number of 

colonies owned by the BCHPA member-
ship is creating a serious financial crisis 

here in BC. This makes for an unsustain-

able fee structure when some 350 BCH-

PA beekeepers are paying CHC fees for 
1400 beekeepers. Our present budget 
shortfall of some $7000 added to CHC 
dues of $12,000 (approximate numbers) 
must lead to some serious consideration 

of our being able to afford continued 

CHC membership.

In closing, I would again re-empha-

size the critical need for the continu-

ance of a Canadian Honey Council that 

works, at the national level, to safeguard 

the interests of the Canadian beekeeping 

industry. Moreover, the CHC has done 

some good work. However, the present 

closed meeting structures, lack of trans-

parency and “drunken sailor” spending 

habits, leaves me no choice but to sup-

port the West Kootenay BCHPA divi-
sion’s resolution to the upcoming AGM, 
in which the intent is that further BCHPA 
funding of the CHC be withheld until 

such time as CHC meetings are open to 

association members as observers, and 

CHC minutes with individual director 

voting records are available to CHC as-

sociation members.

Yours truly,
Lew Truscott

BCHPA Lifetime member
CHC Past President

New and Used 

Storage Tanks for 

Honey, 

Liquid Sucrose 

and more!

Twin Maple Industrial Tanks
We do custom plastic manufacturing and repairs.

Abbotsford, BC

Phone: (604) 854-6776     Toll Free: (800) 663-8898    Fax: (604) 854-3223

E-mail: garry@tmitanks.com        www.tmitanks.com
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British Columbia Honey Producers’ Association
Minutes of Semi-Annual Meeting
Holiday Inn and Suites. Kamloops, March 17, 2012

Call to Order at 9:00 AM
Welcome by Stan Reist, President.
Review of Minutes of Annual General Meeting on October 

21, 2011.
Motion by Larry Lindahl to accept the minutes, Seconded 

by Blaine Hardie, All in Favour, Carried.

President’s Report – Stan Reist
Stan asked all to stand to observe a minute of silence for 

members who have passed on.

Stan attended a variety of events on behalf of the BCHPA:
1. Health symposium in Vancouver addressing food safe 

issues including manufacturing processes, packaging, liabil-

ity. Stan emphasized the benefits of BCHPA members liability 
insurance program.

2. Food Safe course on March 16 – HACCP – acronym 
for Hazard Analysis Critical Control Points, presented by the 
Small Scale Food Processors Association (SSFPA) in Kam-

loops.

3. CHC Stock Symposium in Winnipeg in January, discuss-

ing issues of importing bees from USA. Also in attendance 
were Gerry McKee, Liz Huxter, Paul van Westendorp, and 
provincial apiarists.

4. Pacific Agricultural Show at Abbotsford Tradex, held 
January 26-28, 2012: First year for the BCHPA at this annual 
event, to increase contact and communication with the agri-

cultural community and fruit growers with beekeepers and 

pollinator contractors.

Business cards and pollination brochures were made avail-

able for this event.

Stan provided large banners describing the benefits of 
honey bee pollination.

Janice Bobic set up booth and table display.

Local bee club members volunteered at the booth to answer 

questions from public.

Financial Report – Pauline Thompson
1. SSFPA - HACCP course, 12 members attended at $12 

each, covering issues of marketing, organic vegetables, honey, 

guidelines; equal to Food Safe Level 3.
2. Potential for business affiliations; links to beekeepers 

website and guidelines.

3. Comment added by Blaine Hardie re: upcoming Agricul-
tural Show on Vancouver Island (Comox) concerning forest 
land becoming agricultural (Duncan).

4. Funds received from Wayne Neidig, who thanked mem-

bers for attending AGM 2011, including 20 trade show people, 
and people who donated to silent auction - silent auction raised 

over $11,000. Over $500 received from Dominion & Grimm - 
rebate resulting from members purchasing supplies. Letter of 

thanks going to Dominion & Grimm.

1st Vice President’s Report – Eric Stromgren
1. Thanks to Kamloops bee club and Ian Farber for finding 

and organizing the facilities for this semi-annual meeting, and 

for arranging the speakers.

2. AGM 2012 sponsoring club and location required to be 
confirmed before speakers can be booked

(Stan advised waiting for Kamloops to confirm, otherwise 
Nanaimo will take it on).

2nd Vice President’s Report – Butch Richardson
Nothing to report at this time.

Treasurer’s Report – Pauline Thompson
1. Adequate cash in BCHPA bank account of $60,000.
2. Memberships being reviewed; currently 263 members, 

aiming for 400.
3. Donations granted to Boone Trust Fund.
4. Deferred income (trust, capital grants) for marketing 

purposes such as Pacific Agriculture Show.
5. Break from workshops this year, and continuing in fall.
6. Statement of Operations completed to March end 2012.
7. Largest expense was Canadian Honey Council, based on 

average number of bee colonies in BC.

8. Website - thanks to Barry Denluck - and being updated 
as listed:

Right side, links added including SSFPA
Lift side, pollinators link and club meetings / locations
Pay Pal being considered for membership payments and 

registrations; lower cost with charitable status but it was not 
granted.

Bee photos wanted for website pages, from BCHPA mem-

bers only;
Photo credits will be printed with member granting permis-

sion to use.

Secretary’s Report – Janice Bobic
Correspondence received by secretary brought to attention 

of members:
1. From Jessica Lloy, Cban Outreach, of Canadian Biotech-

nology Action Network, campaign to protect honey production 
from the threat of genetically modified alfalfa (Monsanto).

Action: to be discussed in New Business
2. From Ivey Executive Development.
Action: to be filed as information.
3. From Canadian National Railway, Pesticide Management 

Program.
Newspaper announcement of pesticides to be used through-

out BC to control weeds.

Action: To forward copy to Paul van Westendorp at Min-

istry of Agriculture/Apiculture to review and assess with other 
members of Ministry to identify bee hazards.

4. From Diane Dunaway, email letter to BCHPA and CHC 
re: Neonicotinoid Danger to Honey bees;

Academic study & research results indicating harmful 
effects to honey bees and native bees.

Request for Kerry Clark to compose a factual letter template 
for all to use. Discussion by members.

Canadian Honey Council (CHC) Report – Gerry McKee
1. Gerry is new president of CHC.

BCHPA Semi-Annual Minutes
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2. Current issues are small hive beetle, honey bee biosecur-
ity, food safety.

Federal government does not provide any funds to control 
small hive beetle - only a provincial  concern. Quebec bee-

keepers compensated, BC/ other provinces examining incom-

ing bees for small hive beetle eggs

3. National food safety program, Canadian Bee Industry 
Quality and Traceability (CBISQT) started 8 years ago by 
CHC as an alternative to CFIA certified extraction/storage 
facilities for Canadian honey.

See more under New Business - Agri-Stability and CHC 
Reports.

BeesCene Newsletter – Heather Sosnowski
No report at this time

Certified Producers Program – Mike and Judy Campbell
1. Instituted by Duane Hardie, 8 beekeepers participated; 1 

more joined since Campbells took over.

 $400 cost of honey sample analysis. Consider cost com-

pared to funds received from participants

CFIA inspects honey for chemical residues for no cost.
Mike McLennan stated when registered as a packer with 

CFIA, they inspect for free, but not for pollen content to iden-

tify where honey actually was produced.

 Discussion on purpose of program, signed certification of 
BC honey and health are separate issues.

Regional Reports
Larry Lindahl for North Vancouver Island, reported bet-

ter survival of bees where pest management practices were 

changed; average survival was 55%.
Brian Scullion for South Vancouver Island, reported that 

Babe’s Honey Farm has new owners.
Wayne Neidig for Fraser Valley, reported losses 5 - 10%, 

bees collecting pollen in the rain, and shortage of bees and 

queens.

Bob Chisholm for Kelowna, reported lower losses, earlier 
cleansing flights, feeding bees in the snowstorm.

Barry Denluck reported for BC Bee Breeders:
Liz Huxter included in CHC symposium, issues were win-

tering queens, field trials.

Brenda Jager spoke on the DAY project to improve surviv-

ability, testing hygienic behaviour and mites; funding provided 
was $7000 from government: $2000 from BCHPA, $2000 
from BC Bee Breeders.

Training workshops by Steve Pernal, Rob Currie, and Liz 
Huxter, to breed and test for Varroa resistance; Heather Higo 
and Jacqui Bunse dissected bees for workshop.

Queens from Liz for 25 test hives, 17 survived.
Queen cells for sale this year; nuc testing project provides 

training opportunity.

Stock nucs from Chatworth, Ontario, to winter test this 
year.

Brenda Jager related about Minnesota project, no bees from 

USA, and protocols for importing queens from USA; very 
hygienic but less productive bees.

Paul van Westendorp reported for Ministry of Agriculture 
Apiculture Branch

1. Spring survey for 2011, ongoing for 2012; industry value 
of beekeeping in BC is $15,915,000.

2. 39,000 colonies produced an average of 49 pounds honey 
per colony for a total of 1,826,000 pounds.

Wholesale 22% at $2.20 per pound.
Retail 75% at $4.29 per pound without jar.
Self-Use 3%.
Pollination contracts made $5,699,000.
Production of queens and nucs.
3. Drug & Chemical Status:
Formic Acid - Generic, then Medivet.
MAQS - early 2012.
Mitegone - to register if Medivet amends the label.

Thymovar - now registered.

Apivar.
4. Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) inspec-

tions under Health Canada.

5. Program Activities:
CHC Workshop, Bee Masters 2012 at UBC, sample analy-

sis lab, contact with Washington beekeepers re: small hive 
beetle, monitoring border, microscopic analysis, PCR, DNA, 
Nosema A & C, viruses.

Tests on Nosema indicate Nosema apis is waning and 

Nosema ceranae is predominant.

Dr. John Boone reported for Boone Trust Fund
1. Three-year grant provided to Leonard Foster’s lab at 

UBC.

2. $2,500 provided this year to Simon Fraser University lab.
3. Best interest rates for fund at Coast Capital with GICs 

in Bonds.

4. Minimum disbursement is $850; more than minimum 
disbursed due to interest and unreceipted  amounts added to 

fund. Upper limit on trust fund.

5. Fund initiated in 1965 with slow steady growth for 20 
years, and steady, generous donations over past 6-7 years.

6. Trustees communicate by telephone and make decisions 
on grants.

7. History of fund and documentation of receivers in 2 
issues of BeesCene, also on website.

Old Business
1. History Book (by Doug McCutcheon) release; not print-

ed yet pending selection of printer and contract.

Thank you to Diane Dunaway for editing services.
Profits from book go to Boone Trust Fund.
Estimated cost of book at $25 to $35 each; volume discount 

to be arranged with publisher?

2. Beekeeping Course for BCHPA nearing completion; 
Lance Cuthill transferred project to Steve  Mitchell.

3. Hopguard testing; need to form commission.
About $5000, 85% of cost covered by CAP; to PMRA for 

approval.

Paul to expedite process of registering substances; BCHPA 
to expedite.

4. Money from HIRT fund to benefit everyone.

New Business
1. Government compensation for losses – defining hurt:
Letter from 4 beekeepers on Vancouver Island regarding 

losses due to poor crops and loss of bees  over all BC. 

Problems with Agri-stability Program - not working for all.
Need to define hurt and document losses in dollar value, 

emphasize impact of losses.
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Mike Campbell stated past losses were reviewed by Agri-
Stability.

Brenda Jager stated the need for a 5 year history for pro-

gram review to claim losses.

Committee - Jan Hardie and Brenda Jager - to design form 

to document relevant information.

Send info and format, required to approach the government, 
to Pauline Thompson.

2. Membership, Dues and Dates
Gerry McKee is newly elected CHC rep; previous rep term 

ended November 2011.
Wayne Neidig visited 3 clubs consisting of 300-400 mem-

bers; 1938 beekeepers registered with Ministry of Agriculture/
Apiculture reveals low numbers of BCHPA members.

Motion by Wayne Neidig to form membership committee to 

work to increase membership; Second by Steve Hasiuk, all in 
favour, carried. Wayne is chairman of committee.

Discussion: what makes clubs attractive to beekeepers?
Langley Club - beekeeping symposium every year

Richmond Club - front page article in Vancouver Sun.
Victoria Club - predominantly new beekeepers, new course 

created.

BCHPA Goal - permanent quest for more members.
Motion by Blaine Hardie to table the motion to form a com-

mission. (History of Cowichan Club, 25 years).
s44 members attended AGM 2011; 200 non-members 

attended education day.

Brenda recommends attendees to beekeeping courses 

become members of BCHPA.
Barry Denluck - Victoria affiliate.
3. Day of the Honey Bee, May 29 2012
3500 brochures printed for Day of the Honeybee, 2500 pol-

lination brochures printed.

1000 business cards printed for BCHPA / Pollinators for 
Pacific Agriculture Show.

Grant applications - Thrifty Foods providing up to $500 
grant in communities.

Some groups holding events on weekends before and after 
May 29.

Brochures available for distribution to members, distributed 

at semi-annual meeting.

Proclamation on website for cities to use.
4. Pacific Agricultural Show 2013 at Abbotsford Tradex:
BCHPA soliciting donations for honey from members to 

sell at end of January 2013.
5. Genetically Modified Crops
Eric indicated new GMO crops that bees will visit.
Mike Campbell stated that at North American Bee Confer-

ence, GMO was promoted as harmless; more diligent testing 
required before it is approved for use.

Larry Lindahl related a video on GMO; glyphosate chelat-
ing armful; 52 years research.

Paul van Westendorp stated we may not have expertise to 
test; forward to CHC.

Motion by Mike Campbell / Second by Brenda Jager, Car-
ried, to:

  1. Link letter to website.
  2. Forward link to editor of newsletter.
  3. Ask CHC to respond to us to ensure how safety of 

product will be ensured.

Discussion re GMO foods; GMO foods in Canada not cur-
rently required to be labelled.

For More Information visit  www.sweetacreapiaries.ca 

or call

John Gates ~ 250-546-6212 

email   johngates@telus.net or
Bill Stagg ~ 250-803-5201

email   billstagg.honeysweet@gmail.com

To Register
Send a cheque or money order to:

John Gates

1262 Roundlake Rd, Armstrong B.C.  V0E 1B5

Write on the cheque “Queen Rearing Course 2012”

presents
John Gates 

‘Queen Rearing Course’
June 9th & 10th 2012

beginning 9 am each day

Instructor: John Gates
Sweetacre Apiaries 

Bill and Larissa Stagg,  
781 Abbington Lane, Tappen BC   
Cost $200.00 + HST (total $224)

 limited to 20 participants

The course will cover:
Honey bee nutrition • Colony evaluation 

The biological basis of queen rearing

Cell starter and finisher hive preparation and manipulation
Grafting • Mating nucleus production and maintenance 

Queen cell care, storage and transportation
Cell introduction  • Queen catching and shipping

Using queen cells in your operation 
(mite control, swarm prevention, 

increased honey production, colony increase)

During the course of the lectures 
we will also discuss many other topics 

as they relate to stock production 

Accommodations
Participants are welcome to stay on the Stagg property.
There’s a cabin, room for a small RV, and a tenting area. 

Other accommodations can be booked

in Salmon Arm or Sorrento.

Saturday evening we will host a pot luck barbeque.
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GMO foods not accepted in Europe. Corn is BT - dust falls 
off and kills bees.

6. Neonicotinoids
Diane Dunaway sent letter asking assistance in addressing 

and taking a stand on the issue of neonicotinoids with provin-

cial and national members of beekeepers associations.

Eric stated neonicotinoids have harmful effect on bees. 
Reference article to review effect of neonicotinoids, used by 
barrelfull in Okanagan orchards and Blueberries, new type is 
systemic, toxic to bees.

Wayne suggested to link studies to BeesCene and receive 

comments from members.

Motion by Blaine Hardie / Second by Mike Campbell, all 
in favour, carried, to: 

   1.  Publish a link on BCHPA website from Ontario Tech 
Transfer Program.

   2.  Review recent three papers in beekeeper language.
   3.  Request comments from CHC.
7. Nominating Committee for Elections for AGM 2012
Proposal and discussion to change constitution re method of 

electing new executive.

Suggestion rather than elect for specific positions, elect 6 
people who will decide positions.

Not that simple, as the honorarium is allocated to the treas-

urer and secretary positions.

The intent is to have the person with the best experience 

for the job.

For continuity, executive positions are for 2 year term; 3 
new members in positions for one year before retiring mem-

bers are replaced.

Suggestion to institute a Beekeepers Commission to cover 
all beekeepers in BC.

Motion by Ian Farber, Second by Pauline Thompson, to:
Spend 15 minutes discussing topic of executive election. 

Motion defeated.

8. Archives at Simon Fraser University Containing BCHPA 
Historical Records

Letter from Dr. John Boone to President Stan Reist, to intro-

duce 2 notices of motion:
  1.  Formalize the mechanism to add BCHPA records of 

minutes and financial reports to the SFU Archives. Reference 
to Article 14.5 The Treasurer’s Duties.

   2.  Maintain sets of minutes from all meetings. 
Reference to Article 14.6.2 The Secretary’s duties
9. Stock Replacement Symposium
Stan Reist attended as BCHPA president at CHC sympo-

sium in January 2012.
Liz Huxter attended as representative of BC Bee Breeders 

Association.
Paul van Westendorp attended as representative of BC Min-

istry of Agriculture / Apiculture.
Day 1 discussions:
Do members want the border open to USA hives? Dis-

cussed in groups?

CHC realizes a national strategy is needed re: domestic / 
imported production.

Is Canadian production of queens and stock adequate to 

meet demand?

Institute Canadian database of producers, buyers, and sell-

ers of bee stock?

Need protocols, forms, procedures, to expedite process and 

online access.

Other countries available to supply and/or exchange stock?
Day 2 discussions:
Webinars and increased communications needed; education 

is key.

A national database should be user friendly and useful.
Goal for CHC to lead a pilot program; national website for 

buyers / sellers to link.
Pest control issues.
Ontario producing stock; BC is buying - demand for over-

wintered stock.

Canada queen production has 4 month window; Hawaii has 
10 month window; Queen stock proven to overwinter

10. USA Border Issue – Closed Border
A motion had been presented to import queen bees from 

USA; protocols exist with USA, and BCHPA does not support 
the last known motion.

Discussion by members.
11. Agri-Stability and CHC Reports from Stan Reist, 

BCHPA President, and Gerry McKee, CHC President
CBISQT program - bee biosecurity, food safety, traceabil-

ity, for producers/packers not under CFIA.
Letter sent to Director of Animal Health, CFIA, requesting 

development of a national surveillance and control program 

for small hive beetle to allow interprovincial movement of 

bees without threatening the international policy for importa-

tion of queens and bees; federal role to coordinate the national 
policy, and provinces to continue funding and staff resources 

to monitor and enforce.

CHC as mediary between buyers and sellers, Ontario will-
ing to supply bees to western Canada.

George Hansen packing extra colonies $65 - $85/package, 
winter survival problem.

Many varieties of bees – honey bees, bumble bees, mason 
bees, leafcutter bees.

Manual for best practices may be available in fall, for 

national standard for Canada.

Beekeepers to adopt practices, will take 3 years for increase 
in productivity.

Serecon - a private consulting firm under contract with 
CFIA, conducted survey of beekeepers to identify best practi-
ces of hobbyists and large scale operators.

No inspections are done of bumble bee boxes which can be 

freely shipped across Canada.

European researchers coming to Canada for Apimondia in 
Quebec.

Mini-Apimondia November 16 – 18.

Meeting Adjourned 4:00 PM

Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing

Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill
Box 100  Phone: 306-725-4820
Bulyea, Saskatchewan  Fax: 306-725-3193
SOG 0L0  www.lambacres.ca

Speedrite (NZ) solar fencers and accessories
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Joe made up nucs from a strong overwintered hive and dem-

onstrated a good method of queen introduction using Kona queens from 
Hawaii.  He had made up queenless nucs, in the small green nuc boxes, 

three days prior to introducing a Kona queen at the field day.
Joe is a master beekeeper.  His gentle, calm manner with an open bee-

hive gave a sense of confidence to those who had never seen a hive being 
worked before.  As the field day ended in the afternoon, people who had 
donned a new suit, gloves and veil were removing their beekeeping suits 

close to the hives and still wanting to see one more nuc or ask one more 

question before leaving for home.

Many commented on how apprehensive they had been about being 

stung and hadn’t really known what to expect from a beehive, yet they do 
want to be a beekeeper and attended.  Afterwards many expressed amaze-

ment that honey bees were so gentle and calm.  Their confidence levels 
rose to great heights that sunny afternoon at Ashcroft Honey.  This was due 
to seeing the Master Beekeeper Joe Lomond work with his bees.  Joe was 

tired at the end of the day and he should be congratulated and thanked for 

all the work he and Marg did before and after the field day.   ❀

by Ian Farber, all photos by Nancy Burkholder
On sunny Saturday April 21, many novice beekeepers and “want to be beekeep-

ers” met at the honey house and apiary of Joe and Marg Lomond, of Ashcroft Honey.  
Organized by the Kamloops Division of the BCHPA, this field day focused on equip-

ment building and spring beekeeping.  Attendees were from many parts of BC.  It was 
a 200 mile gathering of beekeepers.

Until the outside temperature increased, the group of about 50 watched Joe Lo-

mond assemble frames with the aid of a homemade jig.  Next came putting wire in 

the frames and embedding wax foundation.   Joe firmly believes that honey bees like 
wax, not plastic foundation!

Joe removed attendants from queen 

cages and showed how to mark a queen 

with a queen marking pen. A short session 
on American Foulbrood followed and at-
tendees were able to smell firsthand the 
telltale odour of AFB.  Treatment options 
were presented and discussed.

After lunch, we all suited up and went 
to the beeyard and nuc assembly area.  In 

the photos the beekeepers with the nice 

white suits and veils are the new or soon 

to be beekeepers.  Many in attendance 

were past members of the Introduction to 

Beekeeping and Honey Production course taught by Kamloops 
beekeeper Ian Farber.

A Beeautiful Field Day

Joe looking for queen cells in a 3 
day old nuc before introducing a 
Kona queen.

Joe answering questions.
Many new beekeepers.

Looking for the queen the first time.  Remem-
ber that feeling…

These are gentle bees!
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Year-long study shows which plants attract the most bees 
and pollinators.

DELTA, BC (Friday, March 23, 2012) – For the past year, 
the Earthwise Society has studied which perennials in its one-
acre garden attract the most bees and pollinators and the results 

are in. A list of easy-to-source, easy-to-grow and easy-to-main-

tain plants is now available to assist both green- and brown-

thumbed gardeners to Feed The Bees.
“The purpose of the study was to comprise a resource list for 

local gardeners and farmers based on observations of which pe-

rennials attracted the most pollinators,” says Earthwise Society 
executive director and Feed The Bees Community Campaign 
co-chair Patricia Fleming. “The study clearly showed bees’ 
preference for specific species, and even cultivars.”

The Earthwise Garden is an ecological demonstration gar-
den located in Tsawwassen, British Columbia with over 300 
varieties of low-maintenance plantings, grown without the use 

of chemicals. It is a companion to the Earthwise Farm, a two-
acre organic teaching farm, operated by the non-profit Earth-

wise Society.
“We host two honey bee hives at Earthwise Farm and there 

is an additional hive on an adjacent property along with mason 

bee houses on site,” says Fleming. “The presence of so many 
pollinators close by presented an exceptional opportunity to 

study and record food preferences.”

Observations were made weekly from mid-May until mid-
September 2011, and periodically thereafter (depending on the 
weather).

“This work is going to make it easy for individuals, busi-

nesses, organizations and governments to get on board and 

plant the right kind of plants to provide a continuous source of 

pollen and nectar throughout the growing season,” adds Delta 
Chamber of Commerce past chair and Feed The Bees Commu-

nity Campaign co-chair Ian Tait.

 “When you consider that one out of every three spoonfuls 

of food we put in our mouths is dependant on a bee or pollina-

tor, the Feed The Bees campaign is critically important to the 
agricultural community; to food security; to our local, regional 
and national economies; and to our collective existence,” adds 
Tait. “And everyone needs to take action … now.”

Be sure to select easy-care, reliable plants to Feed The Bees 
in your home garden or farm. Recommended plants are reliably 
perennial and, if properly sited, will perform well with minimal 

maintenance. The list includes recommended native plants, as 

well as other effective pollinator plants. The non-native species 

recommended are non-invasive and perform well locally.

The study “Bee Friendly Plants for Your Garden and Farm” 
can be downloaded online via the Feed The Bees website: 
http://www.feedthebees.org/resources. 

Printed copies are available at the Earthwise Farm Store lo-

cated at 6400 3rd Avenue in Tsawwassen. The Store is open 
Wednesdays from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM and Saturdays from 
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. The project was implemented as an ac-

tivity of the Agriculture Environment and Wildlife Fund and 
Metro Vancouver’s Agriculture Awareness program. 

Recommended plants are available at local nurseries or may 
be purchased directly from Earthwise Society. Earthwise plants 
are grown without pesticides and taken from divisions from the 

Earthwise Garden. The Earthwise Nursery is a social enterprise 
that provides revenue for educational programs and the Feed 
The Bees Community Campaign.

About Earthwise Society:
Established in 1982, the Earthwise Society has nearly 30 

years experience in the development and delivery of environ-

mental education programs. The mission of the Earthwise So-

ciety is to cultivate sustainable communities through environ-

mental education and stewardship.

Location: 6400 3rd Avenue, Delta, British Columbia, Can-

ada V4L 1B1
About Delta Chamber of Commerce:

Established in 1910, the Delta Chamber of Commerce is a 
federally-registered non-profit corporation of businesses and 
community organizations. It serves to create and maintain a 

prosperous environment for business, industry and commerce 

in our community and province.

Location: 6201 60th Avenue, Delta, British Columbia, Can-

ada V4K 4E2  ❀

Feed the Bees Community Campaign

Toll Free 1-800-661-3377

www.greatlittlebox.com

Free artwork and one free plate 
for all new custom label orders!!

Hardie Honey
PACKAGE BEES • HONEY • WAX • BULK BEES • QUEENS

4035 Robson Road, Duncan BC V9L 6G7
BLAINE & JAN

PH/FAX 250-746-4389
DUAINE  250-748-8471
hardiehoney@shaw.ca
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In this issue we are profiling a pair 
of chefs located in the Okanagan Valley, 
Dana Ewart and Cameron Smith, the 
proprietors of Joy Road Catering. They 
have been receiving a lot of attention in 

the last couple of years for the Alfresco 
dinners that they serve at various 

wineries in the region, in which they pair 

locally sourced and seasonal delicacies 

with fine locally produced wines. Their 
Sunday night dinners at God’s Mountain 
Estates in Penticton have created quite a 
following.

It wasn’t long ago, however, that Joy 
Road Catering got their start at farmer’s 
markets selling rustic breads using 100% 
organic Canadian wheat, cinnamon buns, 

granola and focaccia, as well as their 

signature offering, a traditional French 
tart, called a Galette. Changing with 
the seasons, these delicious pastries are 

filled with the freshest Okanagan fruit 
available. Tasty and simple, the Galette 
is the perfect vessel for local Okanagan 
cherries, apricots, peaches, nectarines, 

plums, apples and pears.

Their baking is made with only the 

finest ingredients bought at the market. 
An inventory of their well-stocked pantry 
reveals certified organic flour, honey 
from Similkameen Apiary, Organic 
eggs from their own chickens, organic 

unrefined cane sugar and real butter.
Cameron and Dana believe that 

buying from local growers is integral 

to the survival of our food supply. By 

supporting sustainable farming practices, 

they help ensure the land dedicated for 

agricultural purposes is preserved for 

future generations. They believe the 

socially responsible purchasing decisions 

they make today will lead to a healthy 

and happy tomorrow for our community. 

Cameron Smith
Becoming a great chef doesn’t 

happen overnight. You must exhibit 

patience and passion – Cameron Smith 
does both. A graduate of the esteemed 
George Brown Culinary Management 
Program, Cameron sought to enhance 
his classic training at some of Toronto’s 
finest restaurants, including Jamie 
Kennedy Royal Ontario Museum and 
Scaramouche.

At the renowned Avalon Restaurant, 
he mastered the stations of saucier 

and entremetier and developed a deep 

appreciation for local growers, farmers 

and artisans under the guidance of his 

mentor, Chris McDonald.
His quest for knowledge then led him 

to Toque! in Montreal, where he learned 

the fine art of butchery under Chef 
Normand Laprise and, later, to Le Passe 
Partout to work for the legendary master 
of French technique, James MacGuire.

To acquire an understanding of the 

culinary arts that can’t be taught in a 
classroom or kitchen setting, Cameron 

traveled the world and found Mexico, 

Portugal, Spain and France to be a 
source of major inspiration for him 

professionally.

Dana Ewart
While she is an undeniably fabulous 

baker, Dana also knows her way around 
many other areas of the kitchen. 

Dana attended the prestigious 
Stratford Chef’s School in Ontario, 
where she completed her chef’s training 
with honours as well as an extensive 

pastry training program.

After completing her formal 
education, Dana worked as the head of 
pastry and garde manger at the highly-

regarded Avalon Restaurant in Toronto 
and under Normand Laprise at Toque! 

in Montreal. While in Montreal, Dana 
also staged and worked at many French 
bakeries, such as Le Passe Partout and 
Le Fromontier, and as the pastry chef at 
Les Caprices de Nicolas.

Dana has traveled to New York, 
California and France to study technique 
and theory with some of the industry’s 
finest. An internship on Quadra Island 
early on in her culinary journey sparked 

a natural affinity for sourcing superior 
ingredients, which remains a priority for 

Joy Road Catering today.
Also a priority is a spoonful of honey 

every morning, which Dana takes in 
her green tea. She also notes that her 
favourite way to cook honey is to warm 

it and reduce it a bit to a sort of caramel, 

season it with salt and pepper, and then 

coat toasted organic Agassiz hazelnuts 
with this seasoned honey caramel.

Both Cameron and Dana are excited 
about expanding and enhancing their 

repertoires and learning as much as they 

can about the harmonious relationship 

between food and wine. They have 

provided us with two recipes to try.  

The Road to Joy with Honey
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BEE SHAKERS

Pizza Dough
Starter
Ingredients:
1 cup flour
1 cup water
1 teaspoon yeast
Method:
Mix dry yeast into cool water until dissolved.

Add flour and mix together into a slurry. Cover and leave 
overnight - or make in the morning to be used at night. A wait 
of 14 hours is best. 

Main Dough
Ingredients:
3/4 pound all purpose flour
1.5 teaspoons salt
1/2 teaspoon yeast
2 teaspoons honey
1/3 cup olive oil
1/2 cup water (cool)
Starter
Method:
Mix together the water, oil, starter, honey and yeast until the 

yeast has dissolved. You can warm up the honey a little so it 

mixes in easier, but not too hot or it will kill the yeast.

Next add the flour and salt. Mix in the bowl and then on a 
lightly floured surface. It will be sticky and weird. Knead it for 
about 10 mins.  Lightly oil a bowl, put in the dough and let it 
rise to double.

Then punch it down and form into a ball, which can be stored 

in the fridge overnight wrapped, or left to rise to double again, 

then pulled and shaped.  For baking your oven should be 
around 450°F.  Good Luck!

Yogurt & Honey Mousse

Ingredients:                                                                                                                             
1 1/3 cup 35% cream                  
1/4 cup of honey (to taste)                  
2 sheets gelatine                                
2 cups of yogurt (10% 
liberty)        

Vanilla seeds                                    

Method:
Combine the yogurt and the 

honey in a small pot and gently warm. Add the vanilla seeds. 
Place the gelatine in ice water until soft. Once soft, squeeze all 
the water from the gelatine and stir it into the warmed honey/
yogurt mixture until it has dissolved. Place this mixture in 
the fridge and stir it every now and then until cool. Whip the 

cream to a soft peak and fold gently into the yogurt mixture. 

Allow to set.
Layer the mousse with your favourite summer fruit for a de-

licious seasonal dessert. For example: stewed rhubarb with 
lavender, apricots & lemon zest,  plums with anise. Makes 8 
servings.   ❀

One for a honey-sweetened pizza dough and the other, a 
lovely little yogurt and honey mousse. Thanks to Dana and 
Cameron for sharing their ideas with us! To find out more about 
them and the dinners that they create, visit their website at 

www.joyroadcatering.com. They also maintain their presence 

at several farmer’s markets in the region, so check one out if 
you can:

Penticton Farmers’ Market 8:30- 12:00 each Saturday, 
at 100 block Main Street, starting May 7 and running until 
October 29.

Naramata Market at Wharf Park each Wednesday, 4:00 
until 6:30, starting June 1 and running until September 14.

Also for you addicts out there...their granola and jams can be 
found year round at Edible BC on Granville Island.
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Q:  What is the Bee Inspector's job?

A: Six BC Bee Inspectors deliver 
Apiculture Program services to beekeep-

ers within their inspection areas.  Our 
responsibility is to assist beekeepers 

in preventing the introduction 

and spread of bee diseases, 

mitigating their impact, and 

ensuring the ongoing viability 

of BC’s honey bee popu-

lation. We travel through 

our respective territories 

to provide information on 

best beekeeping manage-

ment practices at meet-

ings, field days and other 
group functions.  Email 
and telephone calls fill 
a good bit of our time 

in the busy seasons.  

Writing reports takes 

some time, but is a 

necessary part of the program, providing 

accurate information and records. It is our duty to inspect colo-

nies for pests and diseases and issue permits for the sale and 

movement of bees to other districts or provinces. From time to 
time, we also provide information about bees, beekeeping and 

pollination to other non-beekeeping groups.  As often as pos-

sible, we attend conferences and symposia to learn new tech-

niques and build our understanding of the challenges facing 

beekeepers today. BC Bee Inspectors are a small but dedicated 

group, working for the health of BC bees and beekeeping in 

general.

Our inspection staff also delivers educational programs to local 
beekeeper organizations. Some staff members have been in-

volved in organizing and presenting Introductory Beekeeping 

courses for many years, as well as participating in the interna-

tionally acclaimed “Bee Master Course”, a Ministry-supported 

biennial event that began in the 1950s.  ~ Jaquie Bunse

Q: Should I use plastic Foundation?

A: Plastic foundation has several advantages: 1. It does 
not require wiring the frames and embedding the wire into the 

wax foundation. 2. It is much faster to install and is less suscep-

tible to being damaged while installing the foundation into the 

frame. 3. The beekeeper can reuse the plastic foundation after 
removing the cells. Plastic foundation also has some disadvan-

tages: 1. The bees seem slower to draw comb on plastic foun-

dation than on natural beeswax.  2. Frames of drawn comb on 
plastic foundation 

can have the cells 

less rigidly attached 

resulting in sections 

falling off. 3. Plastic 
has less insulation 

value than beeswax. 

In short the answer 

has to be, “The 

choice is yours.” 

Note: the above 
points are only the 

observations of one 

beekeeper.  ~ Lance 
Cuthill
  ❀ 

Ask the Buzzers...
This column is a place where all beekeepers are encouraged to both ask questions 
and give answers.  It has been said that if you ask three beekeepers a question, you 
will get four different answers, so readers will have to take answers under careful 
consideration. Beekeepers are encouraged to respond to answers when their thoughts 
may differ.

Please send questions and responses to the editor at BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com. 
Names will not be printed in order to protect the innocent.

Questions Needing Answers

♦  How should I determine the 

price of my honey?

♦  How soon should I take off the 

honey?

♦  How can I prevent my strong 

colonies from robbing the 

weaker ones?

♦  How do I know if my area is 

good for honey bees?
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~ Article and Photos by Harry Priest, Vernon, BC
I had this idea one afternoon while trying to light my smoker with some dry burlap. It was taking a long time and when I left 

the smoker to get things ready it would go out. I had an idea for making a electric smoker from an old heating element I had 

salvaged from an old piece of kiln element.

  I used about 5 inches of the element, and bent 
it around a piece of dowel.  Then I used some heat-

resistant board I got from the lumber yard - it was 

a sample piece of siding. I put one in the bottom of 

the smoker and drilled some vent holes (¼”) to let 

the bellows blow air, then cut the other around the 

element, as you can see in one of the pictures. I also 

drilled two holes and installed two bolts with washers 

and lock nut on one side, and then attached some heat 

resistant wire (the wire was fibreglass covered - the 
kind you find inside an old heater). I then drilled two 
holes in the smoker and fished the wire to the outside.

 I used gasket silicon to seal the hole and let 

it dry overnight. Next I installed a switch with a 

light which turned on with the switch. I used a 12 
volt connector from Lordco ($3.95) to connect my 

smoker to a 12 volt wire I had at the back 
of my truck. When I get to my bee yard 

I put in some wood pellets, the kind for 

pellet stoves (40 lbs for $4 a bag - will 
last for years!). It takes about 10 minutes 
to get going and lasts for hours; the only 
thing I don’t like is after a bit of time you get some creosote draining out of the 
bottom of the smoker, so about twice a year I use my propane torch to burn the 

creosote out of the smoker. I also use some stainless steel scrubby things from the 

dollar store in the top of the smoker to stop the wood pellets from falling out of the 

smoke hole while smoking the bees. I used a rubber stopper on a small chain to fill 
the smoke hole to put the smoker out after I have finished with it. 

 If you have any questions please email me at harrypriest@gmail.com   ❀

Builder's Corner - Electric Bee Smoker

Electric smoker.  Photo by Diane Dunaway.

Rubber stopper that plugs smoker to 
put it out.

Shows connection to truck.

Shows coiled kiln element, and pel-
lets in bottom of smoker. Note screen 
around bellows hole.

Shows switch and wiring.

Shows 12-volt connector.
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by Ted Hancock, Dog Creek, BC
Most people living today have 

forgotten the name J.W. Winson. Mr. 

Winson wrote a column entitled “Open 
Air Jottings” twice a week for more 
than thirty years, starting in 1918, in 
the Vancouver Daily Province (which 
later became the Vancouver Province). 
Mr. Winson was also a beekeeper and 

served as the first secretary of the British 

Columbia Beekeepers Association 
(BCBA) in 1916 and as first president of 
the BCHPA in 1920, a position he held 
for nineteen years.    

According to William H. Turnbull 
(provincial apiarist 1940-1950), author 
of 100 Years of Beekeeping in British 
Columbia, 1858-1958, the BCHPA 
was formed after a dispute amongst 

members of the BCBA. The dispute 
concerned beekeeper registration fees. 

Shortly after the BCBA was formed 
in 1916, European foulbrood arrived 
in B.C. Many beekeepers felt that the 

province needed more hive inspectors 

to help control the disease, which was 

something the government said they 

could not afford. So the BCBA asked 
the government to pass legislation that 

required all beekeepers in the province to 

pay a registration fee, with the proceeds 

to be used to hire more inspectors. The 

government passed the legislation as 

requested, but many members of the 

BCBA refused to pay the new fee. This 
caused a split in the association that 

eventually led to the establishment of the 

BCHPA in 1920 (The BCBA had catered 
to beekeepers in the Lower Mainland 

whereas the new BCHPA solicited 
members from across the province). 

During this reorganization period, the 
government annulled the controversial 

“registration fee” legislation and it 

was never re-enacted. Eventually the 
hostilities between the two organizations 

were resolved and the BCBA members 
joined the BCHPA. 

In the fall of 2011, BCHPA archives 
liaison Dr. John Boone was sorting 
through files he had received from 

the estate of John Corner (provincial 

apiarist 1950-1983). In these files he 
found letters that had been exchanged 

between John Corner, Percy Hodgson 
(representing the BCHPA) and the 
department of agriculture at the 

University of British Columbia (UBC).  

These letters discussed the establishment 

of an apicultural library at UBC. In a 

letter dated January 30 1967, Dr. G.W. 
Eaton, associate professor of Pomology 
wrote:  “Dean Eagles has approved that 
a section of the library be designated 

as the Winson Apiculture Collection, 
in Honour of Mr. J. W. Winson...” 

Pomology, by the way, refers to the 
scientific study and cultivation of fruit.

Dr. Boone’s father, Harvey Boone, 
was a commercial beekeeper and 

provincial bee inspector based in Oliver. 
Dr. Boone can remember Mr. Winson 
visiting their home back in the days 

when people seemed to have more time 

for visiting. However, he had never heard 

of The Winson Apicultural Collection so 
he contacted UBC to learn if they had 

any record of it. After a considerable 
amount of detective work he found one 

file labelled “Winson” in the rare books 

section of the UBC archives. It seems 

that after Winson’s death in 1969, the 
idea of establishing a library in his name 

was never fulfilled by UBC. Apparently, 
material was collected and donated 

to UBC by Percy Hodgson and John 
Corner, but it was not maintained as a 

single collection.   

The following is a brief history of 

John William Winson (1875-1969) and 
Ethel Leaf Winson, née Wright (1879-
1971), using information from a number 
of sources including the UBC archives.

John William Winson was born at 

J.W. Winson, First President of the BCHPA

J.W. Winson. 
 Photo courtesy of the UBC Archives.

J.W. Winson (left) on hike of the Fraser Canyon road in 1925. 
 Photo courtesy of Neil Smith.
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Skegby in Nottinghamshire, England in 1875. He left school at 
the age of 14 to work in a coal mine but eventually decided to 
emigrate to Canada. Upon his arrival in 1906, he first worked 
for a rancher near Kamloops. In the fall, he found a job with a 
book store in Vancouver. Winson had always been interested 
in reading and organized a lending library in the back of 

this shop. John had proposed to Ethel Wright before leaving 
England and in 1908 she joined him in Vancouver where they 
were married.

A doctor advised J.W. that the years he’d spent working in 
a coal mine had damaged his health and suggested he move 

to the country, so the newly married couple decided to try 

farming. They bought twenty acres near Huntington on the 

border south of Abbotsford that included a small house and 
some livestock. The Winsons had two children: Enid, born 
1910 and Daphne, born 1920. 

The Winsons knew little about farming but overcame many 

obstacles through cheerful optimism and hard work. They 

gradually expanded their farm to include a small orchard, a 

dairy herd, poultry and beef. Early in their farming career, J. 
W. traded an unbroken colt for a hive of bees. He soon had ten 

hives and sold honey to supplement their income. 

J.W. became known as a wise and well-read man. While 

farming, he also found time to volunteer for a variety of jobs 

that included honey judge, secretary of a small telephone 

exchange, school board trustee, secretary of the school 

board, Municipal Clerk, Justice of the Peace, and Police 
Magistrate for the District of Sumas. The Winsons were also 
lifelong members of the Anglican Church, where Mrs. Winson 
sometimes acted as organist and J.W. sang in the choir.

Mr. Winson helped establish the Fraser Valley Regional 
Library that included several vans used to deliver books to 

outlying branches. In addition, he supported the development 

of care homes for mentally handicapped children through 

a local association. Since J.W. wrote under the pseudonym 
“Wildwood,” the Abbotsford Association for the Retarded 
named one of their care homes “Wildwood” in his honour.

“Open Air Jottings” was officially about the outdoors. 
However, it was usually published on the editorial page and 

included a mixture of facts and observations of the natural 

world, combined with a bit of philosophy. In the book One 
Foot on the Border, published in 1999 by the Sumas Prairie 
and Area Historical Society, the author says of Winson, “Twice 
a week between 1918 and about 1955 he would produce these 
miniature essays on some aspect of the natural world. It might 

be some reflection on a broad topic like geology or wind forces, 

or it might be his detailed observations of some tiny beetle or 
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J.W. Winson (left) and William H. Turnbull pose at the 
site of the Alexandra Bridge construction in 1925. Winson 
and Turnbull walked from Yale to Lytton while the new 
Fraser Canyon road was still under construction. The 
new road through the canyon opened in 1926. 
 Photo courtesy of Neil Smith.
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insignificant moth, but each of his chosen themes would shine 

with a wealth of detail and a delicacy of wording that won him 

a loyal following of discriminating readers...” J.W. made it a 

policy to never use the pronoun “I” in his writing.

Winson often used his column to promote honey and 

beekeeping. The best of his columns were collected together 

in three books, Weather and Wings, 1932 , Open Air Jottings, 
1940, and Wildwood Trails, 1946. The UBC archives have 
copies of all three books. The first two are rarely available for 

sale but you can still find copies of Wildwood Trails in some 

used book stores.  A copy of Wildwood Trails will be included 
in the silent auction at this year’s annual convention.  

Mr. Winson continued to promote honey and good 

beekeeping practices throughout his career. During his term 
as president of the BCHPA, the association worked closely 
with the provincial Apiary Branch to establish a series of 
demonstration apiaries around the province. These apiaries 

were used to demonstrate the best beekeeping practices to both 

new and established beekeepers. 

In his book 

about the history 

of beekeeping 

in B.C., Doug 
M c C u t c h e o n 

( p r o v i n c i a l 

apiarist 1983-
1990) mentions 
that one of the 

last beekeeping 

field days J.W. 
attended was held 

near Ashcroft 
in 1964. Over 
eighty beekeepers 

gathered that day 

at the Old Mill 
Apiaries owned 
by W.C. Feedham 
to learn the latest 

m a n a g e m e n t 

practices in 

beekeeping. J.W. 

Winson was there, 

still learning and 

passing on what 

he knew about 

bees at the age of 

89. ❀
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J.W. Winson, retired. 
 Photo courtesy the UBC Archives.

J.W. Winson and friend. 
 Photo courtesy of the UBC Archives.

Mrs. J.W. Winson (left). 
 Photo courtesy of the UBC Archives.



      VOLUME 28, #2 SUMMER 2012   31

by Eric Stromgren
By now you’ve probably heard something about 

neonicotinoid insecticides, and I expect you may have heard 

quite a lot! Given the discussion, debate, and downright 
argument we’ve heard these past few years, it is obvious that 
there are strong minds, and even stronger opinions, on both 

sides. The debate is becoming increasingly polarized, even as 

it becomes increasingly clear just how 

unclear the scientific evidence is. So, 
the question becomes, what do we 

know for sure? Based on two recent 

reviews (see references) it seems we 

know that: 
1. Neonicotinoids are new. Use of 

these products didn’t begin until the 
1990’s.

2. Neonicotinoids are everywhere. 

There are only 6 types used as garden and agricultural 
insecticides, however there many products containing them 

available at home and garden centres across the country,  and 

they are applied to many crops.

3. Neonicotinoids are toxic. The most toxic of this group 

have LD50’s reported as low as 0.0037 µg/bee. (The LD50 

refers to the median lethal dose, which is the dose that is 

required to kill half the members of a test population, in a 

specified test duration). In solution, lethal concentrations are as 
low as 20 ppb (parts per billion). Think 50 ml (less than ¼ cup) 
in an Olympic swimming pool full of nectar. 

4. Neonicotinoids are persistent. Once in the soil, some have 
half lives of 1 - 3 years

5. Neonicotinoids are systemic. They are taken up by the 

roots of a plant, transported throughout the plant, and turn up 

in all parts including pollen and nectar.

Taking together all of the above, we beekeepers really have 

only two questions: what concentrations of these chemicals are 
our bees encountering in the field? And, are these concentrations 
harmful? These two questions have been the topic of a lot of 

research - a search for ‘neonicotinoid/imidacloprid and bee’ on 
the internet returns 107 scientific articles!

There is plenty of evidence that bees can and will be exposed 

to neonicotinoids, in some cases at concentrations sufficient to 
cause immediate mortality (e.g. exposure to exhaust dust from 

planting neonicotinoid coated seeds, or contact with residues 

from foliar sprays). What has been concerning beekeepers and 

researchers lately are so called sub-lethal effects, or in other 

words, is there a dose low enough that it won’t kill, but high 
enough to harm the bee; and if enough bees are exposed, will 
that dose go on to harm the colony as a whole? A number of 
researchers have been able to demonstrate these sub-lethal 

effects in a lab setting, but there has 

been virtually no ability to detect these 

effects in actual colonies, in actual 

fields, collecting nectar and pollen 
from actual flowers. 

Mickaël Henry and colleagues 

have published an article in the journal 

Science examining the homing ability 
of pollen foragers after exposure 

to a dose of the neonicotinoid 

thiamethoxam. The researchers captured pollen foragers as 

they returned to the hive, gave them a “field-realistic” dose, 
and released them either at a familiar location (where the bee 

had previously been foraging), or at an unfamiliar location, up 

to 1 km away from the hive. In the best case scenario bees 
were released at a familiar foraging location located 70m from 
the hive. In the worst case, bees were released at an unfamiliar 

location, 1 km from the hive, in a relatively homogeneous 
landscape.   Continued on page 33.

Neonicotinoids in the news – again…
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Tel: 1-250-718-4987  info@ingramapiaries.com

2660 Lower Glenrosa Road, Westbank, BC V4T 1P9

A number of recent 
articles have identified 

a range of  factors 
contributing to 

colony losses.
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ASHCROFT HONEY 
Joe & Marguerite Lomond
250-373-2540
marglomond@gmail.com 
Q N
BARRY BEADMAN
barry&diane@telus.net
Oliver
250-498-3153
Q N
BARRY’S BEES 

North Pender Island
Barry Denluck
bees@dencor.ca
Victoria
250-598-1159
Q N P
BEE HAVEN FARM
Steve & Gail Mitchell
Duncan
beehaven@shaw.ca
250-746-9916 
Q N P 
BEES ‘N’ GLASS
Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
Lake Cowichan

lindahls@shaw.ca
250-749-3800
Q N P S
BRENDA'S BEES
Brenda Jager

Gabriola Island
bzbees@telus.net
250-755-5834
Q C
CAMPBELL'S GOLD HONEY FARM 
AND MEADERY
Mike and Judy Campbell

Abbotsford
www.bchoney.com

mikecampbell@bchoney.com
604-856-2125
N

FLOWER POWER APIARIES
Michael McLennan

Grand Forks
250-442-2933
N P B

FLYING DUTCHMAN
Stan & Cheryl Reist
Nanaimo

flydutch@telus.net
250-390-2313 
Q N P 
GOLDEN EARS APIARIES 

Jean-Marc LeDorze
Mission

jmcshipley@shaw.ca
604-820-6924 
Q N C P
HEATHER HIGO
Langley

heather.higo@gmail.com
604-532-6904
Q N
HONEYBEE CENTRE
John Gibeau 
Surrey
info@honeybeecentre.com
604-575-2337
Q P 
JINGLEPOT APIARIES
Sol Nowitz 
Nanaimo

jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
250-753-9619
Q N P  
JOHN GATES
Armstrong
johngates@telus.net
250-546-6212
Q N C
KAYE'S BEES APIARY
Bob Chisholm

Kelowna
www.brainybee.ca

bobnkaye@shaw.ca
250-762-2203
Q N    
KETTLE VALLEY QUEENS
Elizabeth Huxter
Grand Forks 
lizandterry@gmail.com 
250-442-5204 
Q N

British Columbia Bee Breeders Association

• B = Bulk Bees
• Q=Queens  

• P = Packages
• C = Queen Cells  

• N = Nucs  
• S = Shook Swarm

NEIDIG APIARIES
Wayne Neidig

Delta
wayneneidig@hotmail.com
604-591-1385
Q 
ROD JO MOODY APIARIES
Rodney & Jo Moody
Cowichan Bay 

rodjo@telus.net 
250-743-1939 
Q   
SILVER STAR APIARIES
Richard Springborn 
Vernon
rspringborn@telus.net
250-379-2567
N 

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES 

Blair & Cheryl Tarves
Cawston

250-499-2555 
Q N
SWEETACRE APIARIES 
Bill Stagg
Tappen

billstagg.honeysweet@gmail.com
www.sweetacreapiaries.ca

250-803-5201
Q N
TUGWELL CREEK HONEY FARM & 
MEADERY
Bob Liptrot

Sooke
info@tugwellcreekfarm.com
250-642-1956
Q N   
VAN ISLE APIARIES 
AND BEE PRODUCTS   
Grant Stringer
Saanichton
250-652-9834             
vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Q N B
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Continued from page 31
Henry and colleagues noticed that, in all their experiments, 

significantly more treated bees failed to home than control 
bees. In the worst case scenario less than 60% of the treated 
foragers returned, compared to 85% of control bees. Even in 
the best case, only 93% of treated bees returned, compared 
to 99% of control bees. The highlight of this article, for me, 
was that the authors did not stop here. They went on to use a 

computer model to try to evaluate what effect this “homing 

failure” would have on entire colonies exposed over a typical 

bloom period. In the model they varied queen quality, the 

proportion of foragers exposed, and the rate of homing failure. 

In the best case (good queen, only half the bees exposed to 

pesticide, 10% homing failure) colonies were able to recover 
within 2 months of exposure. On the other hand, in the worst 
case scenario (poor queen, 90% foragers exposed, 30% homing 
failure) colonies declined to the verge of death.

If the highlight of this article was the attempt to link results 

from individual bees to implications for the whole colony, the 

low point is in the presentation. It seems, despite their title, 

the authors studied neither foraging success nor survival, but 

rather the ability of an intentionally disoriented bee to find its 
way home. The abstract of this paper leads with the worst case 

scenario generated by the computer model - homing failure 

rates high enough to lead to colony collapse. The first sentence 
and the entirety of the introductory paragraph imply links 

between neonicotinoid exposure and colony collapse disorder. 

Only after these juicy bits (which serve very well to attract 
media attention) do we see the real science. The authors test a 

single dose - which amounts to a concentration of 67 ppb (levels 
reported in nectar and pollen are generally below 20 ppb) - of 

a single chemical, on a single behaviour. Even though homing 
failure following thiamethoxam exposure is demonstrated - 

although I note that in their model a poor queen was at least as 

bad for the colony as thiamethoxam - it is difficult to tie what 
the authors report to the scale of losses required to explain even 

a portion of CCD. 
A number of recent articles have identified a range of 

factors contributing to colony losses.  Another set of articles 
have identified various routes by which bees may be exposed 
to lethal or sub-lethal doses of neonicotinoids, and  some of the 

sub-lethal effects possible. How exposure to neonicotinoids 

will affect hives will undoubtedly be a factor of how, and at 

what dose, they are exposed, and the condition of the colony 

when exposure occurs (stress, disease, miticide residues, etc).  

It is encouraging to see research being taken out of the lab, 

and links made between the effects seen in individuals to 

implications for whole colonies, but there is still a long way to 

go before we can reasonably make a link to widespread colony 

collapse. 

References
Blacqière et al. In Press. Neonicotinoids in bees: a 

review on concentrations, side-effects, and risk assessment. 

Ecotoxicology. DOI:10.1007/s10646-012-0863-x
Hopwood et al. 2012 Are Neonicotinoids Killing Bees? The 

Xerxes Society for Invertebrate Conservation. www.xerxes.

com

Henri et al. In Press. A common pesticide decreases foraging 
success and survival in honey bees. Science. DOI:10.1126/
science.1215039.  ❀
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Funding the Study of Apiculture in British Columbia 
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Tel 604-266-9301       jboone@telus.net
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Paul van Westendorp, Provincial 

Apiculturist, British Columbia 

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 

Fisheries.

Dr. Elizabeth Elle, Associate 

Professor, Department of Biological 

Sciences, SFU.  Elizabeth’s 

research focuses on how human 

activities impact native pollinator 

biodiversity.

Heather Higo, Shelley Hoover, 

and Amanda van Haga will all 

be presenting different aspects 

of the UBC/Agriculture Canada 

“Next Generation IPM Tools for 

Beekeeping Project”.  Heather 

will discuss the latest work done 

in the Fraser Valley from spring 

and summer 2012 - including 

two rounds of instrumental 

insemination by Sue Cobey, plus 

testing and breeding to enhance 

both hygienic behaviour traits 

and the protein markers linked 

to those traits.  Shelley Hoover 

will discuss the final results from 
the western Canadian honey bee 

pathogen survey which followed 

over 300 colonies across four 

provinces for over a year, analysing 

pathogen load, colony productivity, 

and colony mortality.  Amanda van 

Haga will present the latest results 

on the impact of Nosema ceranae 

on honey bee health.

Afternoon Demonstration Stations

When registering, individuals should try and reserve for their favourite 

session, as we will try and split attendance relatively evenly between the 

concurrent sessions.  Demonstrations may vary and others may be added 

closer to the symposium date.  Watch for upcoming announcements.

Session 1

Markus Clodius – applying oxalic and formic acid, Thymovar, and 

various strip treatments for Varroa mite.

Jaquie Bunse – mite monitoring and resistance.

Laila Axen – preparing wax for candles.

Session 2

Wayne Neidig – over-wintering, including hive wraps, food and 

ventilation.

Chelsea Sherbut and Jeff Kearns – top bar hive from A to Z.

Heather Higo – Integrated Pest Management (I.P.M.) options.

The Langley Bee Club will be hosting the day’s activities, including lunch.  Admission is by donation: with half 

the proceeds going to the Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Bee Research Fund and half going to the Langley Bee 

Club to help defray the expenses of the day.

Recently remodeled Best Western Country Meadows located on 264th St. at Fraser Highway in Aldergrove, 

the rate is $89.00 plus tax, comes with free continental breakfast including eggs, hash browns and sausage.  

Call 604-856-0086 or Toll Free 1-800-834-0833 (approx. 4 km from venue).

For accommodations, participants should say they are attending the beekeepers symposium sponsored by the 

Langley Division of the B.C. Honey Producers Association.

The Langley Bee Club
Invites all new and experienced beekeepers 

to attend their

Fall Educational Symposium and Demonstrations

September 29, 2012, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Campbell’s Gold Honey Farm and Meadery

2595 Lefeuvre Rd. Abbotsford, BC   604-856-2125

LIMITED SPACE:

Preregistration is required. Phone 604 856 2125 or e-mail jwcampbell@telus.net.

Avoid disappointment; be one of the first 125 people to register!

The Featured Morning 

Speakers Include:
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5th Annual Organic Beekeeping Conference in 
Oracle, Arizona

by Alison Moore
The Organic Beekeepers’ Association that holds this annual 

conference was founded by Dee Lusby, Queen Bee of treat-
ment-free beekeeping. Dee is a third generation beekeeper on 
one side of her family tree and a fourth generation beekeeper 

on the other side. She is currently managing between 400-500 
hives in South Central Arizona, ranging between the Kitt’s 
Peak National Observatory area on the King ranch to the West, 
and South of Benson on highway 10 to the East, and to the 
Mexican border to the South. The group that she leads are not 
just organic beekeepers. This group strives to keep bees with no 

treatments, going a step beyond organic beekeeping. They have 

found, if no treatments are given, a natural balance between 

pathogen and host can develop allowing for co-existence.

In proper hive style, Dee has been encouraging other treat-
ment-free beekeepers to supercede her in the organizing of this 

annual conference. As such she was not a keynote speaker, but 
shared her expertise by providing key information and serv-

ing as a reference throughout the conference. It was clear to 

this first time participant and newcomer to the treatment-free 
method of beekeeping that she continues to be the leader in this 

movement.

The two day conference was held at the YMCA Triangle 
Ranch Camp & Retreat Centre in the northern foothills of the 
Santa Catalina Mountains outside Oracle, AZ, a lovely place 
and a perfect time of year for Canadians who are craving sun 

and warmth just before our own girls start flying in the Spring. 
There were more than 70 beekeepers from across the country 
(including seven Canadians) in attendance. There was a mix of 

backyard beekeepers with 0-4+ years of experience interested 
in learning more about treatment-free methods, and veteran 

beekeepers who have been treatment-free for a decade or more. 

Both attendees and speakers had a wide variety and depth of 

practical and successful experience with bees kept without any 

kind of treatment. Experiences were shared with forthright 
openness and no competitiveness, a real feeling of trying to 

help others to pioneer treatment-free beekeeping.

Conference Themes
The conference was two days long with many speakers on a 

variety of subjects all of which are listed at the end of this ar-

ticle. The goal of this article is to summarize what was learned 

and the benefits of the conference from the perspective of a 
relatively new beekeeper. I invite the reader to join the listserv 

and to read more about natural beekeeping.

I came away with these overriding themes: 
1.) Simpler methods of beekeeping that are less intrusive 

and more respectful of the colony.

2.) Breeding your own bees helps to develop greater genetic 
diversity, develops genetics that cope with and co-exist with 

the local conditions and pests and pathogens, as well as help 

retard the spread of new pests and diseases. Diseases and pests 
are transported throughout the beekeeping industry, evidenced 

by the commercial cross country pollinators in the US. These 
pollinators bring their hives to California for the almond season 

and then return to all parts of the country. Another means of 
pest and disease transport is through the importation of queens 

from Australia, Hawaii or the southern states. We have seen the 
introduction of tracheal mites, varroa mites and now the small 

hive beetle (SHB). Staying local with the purchasing of local 
queens or raising your own becomes a preventative measure. 

3.) Breeding smaller bees, using the Mann Lake 4.9 mm 
foundation for the brood boxes. They have reduced the cell size 

from 5.4 mm that is now the commercial foundation standard 
size, to 4.9 mm, the size that is often found in feral colonies.
The smaller cell size creates smaller bees. The smaller bees 

may actually be able to access smaller blossoms thereby col-

lecting more diverse nectar and pollen. This may have an im-

pact on ability to store more during the season to get through 

the winter better. This is contrary to the idea that a larger cell 

size creates larger bees that can carry larger loads of nectar, 

creating more honey for the beekeeper and hives.

4.) Foundationless Frames. Different hive styles were de-

scribed with the focus on Warre Hives and Top Bar Hives. Both 

styles of hives have foundationless frames, or simply starter 

strips of foundation. These hive styles help keep the “liver” of 

 The King Ranch.
  Photo by Liz Huxter

John Adams, one of the presenters, drawing pictures of 
different hive types. 

 Photo by Dwight Detter.
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the hive, the wax comb, constantly renewed, not allowing the 

build-up of disease spores and pathogens.

5.) Other styles of beekeeping - from Ritual and Shamanic 
to Biodynamic.

Conclusion
There were several takeaway remarks that continue to reso-

nate as I consider moving to treatment-free beekeeping on my 

organic farm. The first is when considering the risk of moving 
to treatment-free and the anticipated losses of colonies due to 

mites, Nosema and the host of other pests that plague our apiar-

ies today, a fellow conference attendee said: “Well it is six of 
one and a half dozen of  the other, as beekeepers using conven-

tional methods are experiencing heavy losses, so why not try a 

treatment-free method?” 

As a new beekeeper, I have experienced on more occasions 
than I can count, the expression: “Ask three beekeepers and 
you’ll get four different answers.” This truth has resulted in 
often becoming overwhelmed by the diversity of practices and 

advice received from mentors, fellow North Okanagan Bee 
Association members, and various texts on beekeeping. It ap-

pears to me that in this day and age, by following a path that is 

guided by the bees themselves in a treatment-free environment, 

things will be simpler, less confusing, and no more risky than 

trying to make sense of all the conventional beekeeping prac-

tices. I will become more of a bee steward than a beekeeper, 

placing my trust in a more “natural” way of keeping bees by: 
• not treating 
• continuing to feed the bees their own honey and pollen in 

the spring which was saved from the previous season 

• allowing the hives to re-queen themselves when they de-

termine the time is right

• splitting the strongest hives in the apiary rather than buy-

ing nucs that may have been treated and bringing in wax that 

may be storing chemicals from past treatments

• reducing the size of the bees in my apiary to what nature 
intended before we became so focused on honey production 

and profits, by introducing foundation with a smaller cell size. 
In this perilous time for these marvelous creatures this may 

be deemed folly by some, or yet another valiant experiment to 

strengthen and grow our colonies by others. Only time will tell. 

About the Author
Alison Moore began her first hive in Boulder, Colorado, just 

before her family had the opportunity to move to the Okanagan 
Valley and cultivate a small organic farm. She started the Ra-

ven's View Farm apiary with three hives in 2010. She expanded 
to four hives in 2011. She plans to add two more in 2012 by 
splitting her strongest hives. 

For more information concerning this association visit/join: 
Organic Beekeepers at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/or-

ganicbeekeepers/

Resources
Record Keeping: Hivetracks.com
Honey Bee Colony Health: Challenges and Sustainable So-

lutions by Sammataro and Yoder. $85.00 recommended that 
bee clubs buy for the membership or get the local library to 

purchase.

Westin A. Price Foundation
The Life that Lives On by Michael Andrews.
Golden Rule Honey – Bee Unto Others, MA.  www.beeun-

toothers.com for the Dee Lusby Archives. ❀

The YMCA conference center eating area looking out to 
the desert below the Catalina Mountains. 
 Photo by Liz Huxter.

A tour of the King Ranch area. 
 Photo by Liz Huxter.

 One of Dee Lusby's beeyards in the King Ranch area. 
Photo by Liz Huxter.
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♦ John Adams, VA. Author of Beekeeping: The Gentle Craft, 
presented Unusual Places for Honey Bees in which he pro-

vided the history of hive types from earliest times to pres-

ent, through a series of large diagrams including Open Air, 
Cliff Pottery, Vertical Tree, Vertical Straw/Skep, Vertical 
Board,  Horizontal (Long Box, Kenyan,Tanzanian), 
Langstroth and more. 

♦ Roy Arbon, New Zealand. Featured in Queen of Sun. Cur-
rent status of Beekeeping in NZ: How to Keep Honey Bees 
Without Treatments & Regulations that affect NZ beekeep-

ers.

♦  Don Downs, OH. Apitherapy: Don has been a beekeeper 
for 45 years, practicing apitherapy for 28 years. He pres-

ently has 35 hives from which he produces honey, pol-
len, beeswax hand cream, and propolis tincture. He uses 

apitherapy to help individuals with MS, cancer, Parkinsons, 
arthritis, and various other ailments. He is also known for 

treating people with unusual conditions.

♦ Dwight Detter, CA, Local Forager, Whole Foods Market, & 
Bill Walter, Guerilla Bees, CA, talked about Marketing & 
Merchandising Treatment-Free Honey in Local Markets.

♦ Sam Comfort, Anarchy Apiaries, NY-FL-MT. He pre-

sented Restoring Large Commercial Hives to Productivity 
Through Treatment-Free Methods, in which he talked about 
why he is using TBH in his 200-300 hive commercial busi-
ness.

♦ Jacqueline Freeman, Friendly Haven Biodynamic Farm, 
WA. Featured in Queen of Sun. (FriendlyHaven.com). Her 
presentation was entitled Kindness & Respect: What Hap-

pens to a Hive when Sacredness is part of Beekeeping w/
Robin Wise.

♦ Dean Stiglitz, Golden Rule Honey – Bee Unto Others, MA. 
(www.beeuntoothers.com). Basic Field Management & 
Breeding Queens.

♦ Ramona Herboldsheimer, Golden Rule Honey – Bee Unto 
Others, MA. www.beeuntoothers.com. More Basics Con-

cerning Hive - Microbial Balances in the Bee and the Hive.

♦ Kaylene, Bee Priestess, Engelwood, CO.  Ritual & Sha-

manistic Bee Practices.
♦ Howard & Martha Herbert Mesa, AZ. Working With Warre 

Hives.

♦ Bruce Brown, CC Pollen, Phoenix, AZ. Industry Updates 
Where Things are Going.

♦ Les Crowder, Santa Fe, NM. TBHs/Management. 

Les Crowder. 

Dean Stiglitz. 

Roy Arbon and Dee Lusby.  

Conference Topics & Speakers

Sam Comfort. 

John Adams speaks on 
various bee homes. 

Jacqueline Freeman. 

All Photos on this page by Dwight Detter.
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Calendar… 

AMPAK INC.
180 - 4611 Viking Way, Richmond BC
Telephone: (604) 273-9631  Fax: (604) 273-1865

tgabel@ampak.ca       www.ampak.ca  splester@ampak.ca

OUR BUSINESS.....

 ..... IS PACKAGING YOURS
We have a wide range of stock glass & plastic

containers including honey bears & bee hives. 

We also carry a variety of plastic and metal lids, including 

printed honey comb lids.

PLEASE CALL US FOR A QUOTE

May 12
Duncan Assessment Yard Spring Workshop One
Saturday, May 12, 2012
“Field Assessment for Choosing Breeders”
This field day will provide beekeepers with detailed 
techniques for scoring and comparing hives for production 

and varroa resistance traits. This is an advanced course. 

Beekeepers who wish to improve their stock through 

raising their own queens will benefit from this workshop. 
Maximum 12 participants.
Cost:   $35 for BCHPA members / $85 for non-members 

May 26
DAY Spring Workshop Two
Saturday May 26, 2012
“Making Spring Splits – Nuc production”
This field day is a hands on workshop to teach beekeepers 
how to divide their hives into nucleus colonies. This is a 

basic level course and appropriate for all beekeepers. Limit 

of 12 participants.
Cost:   $15 for BCHPA members / $30 for non-members

Location for workshops: Duncan Assessment Yard, 4820 
Wilson Road
Start Time: 11:00am – bring your own lunch
Registration Contact: Brenda Jager – treasurer@BCBee-

Breeders.ca – Cell: 250-755-5834

May 29
Day of the Honey Bee 
Celebrations throughout BC!

Contact Pauline Thompson at:
email: treasurer@bcbeekeepers.com

June 18 – 24
National Pollinator Week
Become involved at www.pollinator.org

June 22
The 59th Annual Beaverlodge Beekeepers' Field Day 
will be held on Friday June 22, 2012 at the Agriculture & 
Agri-Food Canada Research Farm in Beaverlodge, Al-
berta, Canada. The program will begin at 10:00 a.m. and 
will include outdoor demonstrations as well as talks from 

professionals on the latest findings in bee research. 
Don't miss the FREE noon BBQ sponsored by honey 
industry members.

For more information contact Dr. Steve Pernal at: pernals@
agr.gc.ca

We look forward to seeing you all there! 

September 29
Langley Fall Educational Symposium
Please see details in this issue.

October 4 - 7
Western Apicultural Society
Annual WAS Conference
Seattle, Washington, USA
At the Embassy Suites, Seattle, Washington.
http://ucanr.org/sites/was2/

November 8 - 10, 2012
BCHPA AGM, Conference and Trade Show
See back page for further details.

November 16 – 18
Apimondia Symposium 2012
Québec City
Breeding healthy bees for tomorrow.

Held for the first time in Québec city, Apimondia Sympo-

sium 2012 is an international event who will allow you to 
update your knowledge on honey bee queen breeding and 

pathology. The program presents several world class speak-

ers, an exhibit hall full of the latest and greatest innovations 

in beekeeping, a choice of workshops and a thematic dinner 

with a Québec taste.
http://www.craaq.qc.ca/le-calendrier-agricole/apimondia-
symposium-2012/e/1205
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by Beverly Saunders, March 10, 2012, from Sustainable 
Coast magazine: www.sustainablecoast.ca

A visually beautiful film, “Queen of the Sun” brought the 
story of the honey bee and the people who care for them home 

to the Sunshine Coast as local beekeepers told their stories and 
updated the audience on what is happening with our local bees 

following the film showing.
Members of the Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Association 

related their own stories of becoming beekeepers and what they 

are doing to increase honey production and protect the bees 

on the coast. Beekeepers Allan Cobbin, Lothar Hershfelder, 
Joanna Zilsel, Rob Haines and Harry Meier participated in the 
discussion. In addition, the beekeepers brought local honey, 

bee equipment and information to share with everyone.

The film dealt with what is being called “colony collapse 
disorder” and also mite infection of colonies. Beekeepers and 

scientists from around the globe relayed their stories and fears 

of mono- culture and pesticides as causing the demise of the 

honey bees and other insects. Without a variety of crops, we are 

losing our honey bees and other insects from a lack of food for 

them. This in turn results in a lack of pollination of our human 

food crops. 

Another huge problem is the use of pesticides. These 
pesticides are killing the beneficial insects as well as the problem 
ones. And their use in beekeeping to deter mites is harming the 
honey bees while the mites are growing ever more resistant to 

the “cure”. A particular pesticide group, the neonicotinoids, is 
used in a powder to coat seeds. This pesticide in the powder 

inevitably ends up on nearby flowers where the bees pick it 
up while gathering pollen. It has already been banned in many 

European countries.
Allan Cobbin, a master beekeeper and owner of Sea Breeze 

Apiaries in Roberts Creek,  has bees in four locations on the 
coast and says he tries to keep to organic practices.  He has 

been a beekeeper for over 40 years. He said that so far this year 
the bee colonies on the coast are doing okay. He says we have 

lost around 10% of the winter colonies here on the coast as 
compared to an average of 25% for BC this year. This is much 
better than last year where the beekeepers reported losing 75% 
to 100% of their hives. 

Beekeeper Joanna Zilsel is in her third year of raising bees. 
She felt the film brought home the depth of the bee problem 
which is tied to monoculture crops and pesticide use. She 
encouraged people to buy local organic food and not use 

pesticides. She suggested that people should approach our local 
representatives to prohibit the sale of the chemicals. She said, 
“The bees are stressed and we have to help them.”     

Rob Haines has been a beekeeper for 25 years. He says he 
has moved from producing honey to helping bees reproduce 

and developing stronger stock. He sells queen bees for new 

colonies.  

 Harry Meier told the audience about the joys of having his bee 

colony on his deck and sharing the bees with his grandchildren. 

He also was pleased to announce that the SC Beekeepers 
Association will be working with the Botanical Society to 

bring bee colonies to their 

garden. Their collaboration 

will bring an educational 

component especially for 

kids to the gardens.

People were very 
interested in beekeeping 

and many questions to the 

panel were about what 

it takes to raise a colony 

of bees. It doesn’t take a 
lot of room. Joanna told 

the audience that she 

lives on a small, standard 

sized lot in town and has 

three colonies. Lothar 

Hershfelder emphasized that keeping bees is a long-term 

commitment and that you can expect to invest around $400-
500 to set up. Many of the beekeepers have electric fencing 
around their hives to discourage bears.

The sponsors of the Green Film Series, Sustainable Coast 
magazine and the Gibsons Green Team were sorry to have to 
turn away around 30 people. They are considering bringing 
another showing to the coast so everyone who wishes to see 

this special movie can do so. ❀

Queen of the Sun and Sunshine Coast Beekeepers 
Create Quite a Buzz
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 Overall the group felt that the communication ex-

change at the meeting was one of the most useful tools under-

taken by CHC and would encourage further meetings of this 

type to continue into the future as the exchange of ideas, opin-

ions and dialogue is invaluable. 

Selected for honey production, wintering ability, 

as well as varroa and tracheal mite tolerance.

Stock Availability:

            ♦  Saskatraz Hybrids available

                    -- $28 to $32 per queen

                    -- May 1 to July 2012

            ♦  Queen cells from selected and tested colony phenotypes

                    -- $ 20 per cell with 5% extra cells

                    -- May 21.

           ♦  Breeder queens from selected colonies

                   -- $300 per queen

                   -- June 15

            ♦  Breeder queens from selected colonies tested for pathogens

                   -- $500 per queen

                   -- June 15

Meadow Ridge Enterprises LTD.
a.j.robertson@sasktel.net  Ph (306)-373-9140  cell 270-6627

Saskatraz 
Hybrid/Breeding Stock
Saskatraz 
Hybrid/Breeding Stock

Saskatraz 
Hybrid/Breeding Stock

Notices of Motion to the BCHPA AGM
1) Relating to bylaw 14.5 “The Treasurer’s Duties”. I 
move that the following sentence be added to 14.5.6 : 
“Maintain copies of Annual Financial Statements for the 
purpose of providing them to the BCHPA Archives at in-

tervals agreed upon by the Director of Archives at Simon 
Fraser University.”
2) Relating to bylaw 14.6 “The Secretary’s Duties”. I 
move that the following sentence be added to 14.6.2 
: “Maintain sets of minutes from the Annual General 
Meeting, the Semi-Annual meeting, and all Executive 
meetings for the purpose of providing them to the BCH-

PA Archives at intervals agreed upon by the Director of 
Archives at Simon Fraser University.”  
  ~ submitted by John A. Boone.

~presented by Stan Reist at the Semi-Annual in Kamloops, BC
In general the group discussion concluded:
That communication within CHC and to its members is key 

in moving the industry forward. This communication could 

take on many different faces from better utilization of the web-

site, educational opportunities such as webinars, web links, fa-

cilitating meetings across Canada and a host of other commu-

nication pieces yet to be identified. Increased communication 
would assist in moving away from the feeling of localization/
regionalization and unite the industry as a whole. They would 

challenge CHC to start the process by updating the website first 
and moving forward from there.

They would recommend that a national database that is "user 
friendly" that could be easily accessed and consistently updated 
would be very useful. Given the regional differences and diver-
sity of Canada, without this type of tool it is difficult to know 
what may be happening from one side of the country to the 

other and this may result in lost opportunities. This database 

could be used for many things, but perhaps one of the most 

important and first to be looked at should be the "buyers/sell-
ers" database where those with available stock could be linked 
to those seeking stock.

That a National Strategic Plan for the industry as whole is 
needed. They realize that this is a huge task but one that CHC 

needs to undertake to grow the industry and provide direction 

going forward.

That domestic self-sufficiency was important to those pres-

ent. There was realization that in the short term this is not fea-

sible, but should be a goal that CHC leads the industry towards.

That baselines (health, economics, demand) all need to be 

looked and developed. The how, what, why, etc. is left to the 

direction of the CHC. There seemed to be a sense that in some 

areas assumptions were being made without facts to substanti-

ate them. This perhaps links back to communication.

That protocols (import, export for example) need to be re-

viewed and updated on a regular basis and that CHC needs to 

be involved in this process from start to finish and again com-

municate this to its members. The inter‐provincial regulations 
are also a concern and CHC should be involved in this dialogue 

to ensure the voice of the beekeepers is heard.

That importing will remain a reality both from demand and 

genetic positions in queens, nucs and packages. Therefore, cau-

tion needs to be taken into consideration as to the countries that 

imports come from in relation to diseases and pests. Levels of 

risk need to be assessed and acceptable thresholds established.

That education is key and needs to be looked at for queen 

and nuc production, wintering, etc. Perhaps certification pro-

grams and best management practices could be developed by 

the CHC for its members and trainers put in place at a regional 

level to deliver. This may encourage new entrants into the busi-

ness. This could be implemented as a pilot program by CHC.

That research is needed both at a national and regional level 

in the areas of pest control and disease as well as genetics and 

production. Research should also include pilot projects that 
could be dispersed across the country to ensure that regional 

differences are taken into account.

Summary of Discussion at the Bee Risk Management 
Symposium in Winnipeg, Jan. 2012
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Regional Reports
East Kootenays 
~ Lance Cuthill

Winter Survival
Good news from the East Kootenays!  

Our bees have survived winter with 
early reports showing losses in the 

10% range.  This is a much appreciated 
change over last year when our losses 

were in the +50% range.  I suspect part 
of our success was due to having had 

the “mite factory” colonies dying and leaving us with better 

bees and fewer mites.

Beekeeping Workshop - Castlegar
Paul van Westendorp and I delivered a “Honey Bee – 

Disease and Pest” workshop in Castlegar on March 24th.  

Thanks to the organizational skills of Nette Lack, there were 

more than 70 attendees comprised of experienced, new and 
wannabee beekeepers.  With Ministry of Agriculture fact 
sheets, powerpoint presentations and practical demonstrations 

the group learned the basics of IPM including the dangers of 
not testing and looking for disease. Also practical suggestions 
for dealing with bears, skunks, mice and ants were given in this 

4 hour workshop.
Introductory Beekeeping Courses
Beekeeping courses are being held in Creston (completed), 

Cranbrook and Invermere.  Following a final exam, students 
receive a Certificate of Completion, signed by myself (the 
local bee inspector) and Paul van Westendorp. A May field day 
with 10 practical stations operated by local beekeepers will be 
the final day of this three day course. Students will have the 
opportunity to get some hands-on experience with the bees.

New East Kootenay Bee Inspector
I have formally (for the 3rd time?) and finally resigned as 

bee inspector for the Kootenays.  The job has been posted and 
I expect after interviews of qualified candidates are carried out, 
I will, at last, have some time to take better care of our own 

bees. I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to 

my invaluable inspector assistant (Bobby) who will now have 

more time to spend at home in her garden.

Peace River
~ Kerry Clark

Wintering success with bees has 

long been variable in the Peace. There 
have been remarkable successes (high 

survival in singles) and disappointments 

(low survival in what seemed like strong 

well fed doubles or even triples). I think 

there are still lessons to be learned, and 

it seems to me not enough effort to have 

assured good results.

I have had rather good fortune (I’ll claim reasonable 
management too) with my own small apiary over the past 3 
years. Almost all colonies survived and yields are between 150 
and 200 lb of honey per hive, so last fall I was feeling OK about 

my bees for the winter. They had good foraging nearly to the 

end of September so had pollen and honey in 2 regular boxes. 
We had some cold (-35 C) weather in November but since then 
it has often been milder than normal (a trend to milder climate 

might be expected to improve beekeeping here). However, 

as of early April with a few reports and my own experience, 
the bees are not as strong as expected, and winter survival has 

been disappointing. With no ready supply of packages or nucs 

from southern BC, our vulnerable situation is obvious - no easy 

method for a small beekeeper to restock from serious winter 

losses.

There has been an increasing number and credibility 

of reports of neonicotinoid insecticides having subtle yet 

demonstrated damaging effects on bees, and bees in the Peace 
are in the middle of perhaps the largest exposure to these 

pesticides. This relatively new class of insecticide is used as a 

seed treatment on virtually every canola field, and in the Peace 
it’s hard to avoid some bee exposure to canola, even if you’d 
try.

Peace region bee colonies that survive the winter often 
respond amazingly to the good sources of pollen after mid 

April, so let’s hope our optimism is justified, even if there’s 
some fresh dry snow blowing down the roadway this Friday 
the 13th afternoon.

For some happier news, for 6 weeks in February and March 
I travelled to the Philippines on my second year of a volunteer 
assignment with CESO (Canadian Executive Services 
Organization) to assist a project which is developing the bee 
industry there. The goal was improved beekeeper extension 

(education) something I enjoyed doing in BC years ago, and 

got back into with enthusiasm. I enjoyed the experience, made 

many new “bee buddies”, and the people I worked with seemed 

to appreciate and value the effort. I also had some memorable 

experiences in an exotic tropical land with their amazing native 

species of honey bees (as well as the Mellifera bees being 

promoted). I’ll write more about it sometime.
There’s good research going on to solve the obvious bee 

survival challenge for North America and other areas, but I feel 
more is needed. Good Luck to us all in the meantime.

Fraser Valley
~ Courtney White

This spring has been gorgeous so far 

and we’ve been busy out in the valley. 
Right now colonies are just bursting 
with bees rearing to go. There was great 

success in overwintering this year. Most 

hobbyists only lost 1-2 colonies, with 
commercial producers reporting similar 

numbers.  Since packages arrived most 
of us have been frantically preparing 

for blueberry pollination. It looks like there could be another 

shortage of bees to meet the demand of blueberry farms.

Congratulations to Pitt Meadows! In March a bylaw was 
passed to allow beekeeping in urban areas. They are now able 

to have 2 hives in lots less than 1,000 sq. metres and 4 hives for 
lots greater than 1,000 sq. metres. This is a great step forward 
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for the Fraser Valley beekeeping community and hopefully 
other municipalities will follow soon.

Happy beekeeping!

Sunshine Coast
~ Allan Cobbin

 Things have been quite hectic here 

in our usually quiet part of the world, 

what with packages arriving, checking 

colonies, Club Meetings, preparations 

to put hives at our Botanical Society’s 
Gardens, and a couple of film showings, 
so here is a summary of our latest 

activities:
  Most beekeepers have recently been 

complaining about our damp rainy weather and cold winds and 

those of us here on the Lower Coast can add our voices to this 

lament. Whatever happened to our gentle Spring weather? 
  At our Feb.12th Meeting we learned that our overall 

Winter losses were about 10% which is a huge   improvement 
over our 75-80 % losses of 2011. Our Bee Inspector Caroline 
gave a brief talk on Spring Management and feeding and 
provided the usual timely reminder about the necessity of 

“Checking for Mites.”  Some members have already put in 
their orders for “offshore” queens and packages but others will 

wait for Rob Haines to provide us with local queens and nucs. 
These will be ready by mid-May. The DVD “The Vanishing of 
the Bees” was shown, which we found to be interesting but not 

particularly inspirational. Copies of a couple of articles from 

the Bee Culture magazine: “Plastic or Natural Foundation”, 
“Overwintering”,  and “Thoughts on Drones” were circulated.

  We were advised that the film “Queen of the Sun” would 
be shown at the Gibsons Playhouse Theatre on March 5th. This 
was sponsored by the Gibsons Green Film Society (greenfilms.
ca) and Sustainable Coast Magazine (sustainablecoast.ca). As 
there was an overflow crowd, there was a second showing on 
April 9th. Here is a brief report by the local newspaper:

  “Due to popular demand, ‘The Queen of the Sun, 
What are the Bees Telling Us?’  documentary was shown on 
April 9th. Taking us on a journey through the catastrophic 
disappearance of bees and the mysterious world of the beehive, 

this engaging and ultimately uplifting film weaves an unusual 
dramatic story of the heartfelt struggles of beekeepers, 

scientists and philosophers from around the world who reveal 

both the problems and the solutions in renewing a culture 

in balance with nature.  The event included a display by the 

Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Club and a discussion after the 
film. The beekeepers reported that they have added five more 
new beekeepers to the Coast after they attended the first film 
and learned more about raising honeybees.”

  One of our members recently contacted representatives 
of the Sunshine Coast Botanical Society to investigate the 
possibility and feasibility of putting some hives on their 40 acre 
site in West Sechelt. No actions  have been approved by the 
Club as yet but it does offer us the opportunity to use this site 

in mentoring novice beekeepers. It will also be of great value in 

exposing youngsters, both from high school and the elementary 

grades to the need for and value of all aspects of beekeeping.  

The Botanical Society has also offered us the free use of one of 
their classrooms for our meetings. This is symbiosis in action !!

  A Club meeting is scheduled for April 29th to discuss 
the above and approve any decisions agreed upon. We will also 

be selecting a new Executive.
   That’s it from the Sunshine Coast for now. The 

comment made by Anthony D’Angelo “In order to succeed 
you must fail, so that you know what not to do the next time” is 

readily applicable to most beekeepers!!

Ciao, Allan

Prince George
~ John Phillips

 With Spring arriving in early April 
the bees are now flying and returning 
with some pollen.  They had a brief 

time for cleansing flights in February 
and March and the weather forecast is 

promising a warm Spring season.
 Our March meeting was a Field 

Day and Potluck dinner at Barry 
Clark’s farm. We looked at beehives 

that had different methods of insulation and discussed winter 

survival.  Some hives with little cover were surviving with 
the help of high snow drifts that act as insulation and wind 

breakers.  However, a wandering moose did some damage 

when it trampled through a cluster of hives.  

The April meeting included a demonstration on how 
to “dump” bees from a tube package into the hive. The 

demonstration was done perfectly, maybe because there were 

no bees involved. Also, various syrup feeding methods were 
shown and there was a discussion on how to keep the bees from 

drowning in the feeders.

This year’s winter losses ranged from 30 to 100% for the 
various numbers of hives. The reasons included moisture, 

dysentery, starvation and snakes.  The common Garter snake 
will eat bees but not enough to be a major threat to hives.  

Several new members signed up in April and some have been 
beekeepers for awhile.  Beekeepers realize there is a wealth of 

knowledge to be shared by others in the club. At each meeting 
the club Executive continues to promote membership in the 
BCHPA, the benefits of the excellent BeesCene publication and 
support from the Provincial Association.

The club members are eagerly awaiting the arrival of the 

Nucs and Packages of bees. We hope everyone has a “normal” 
Spring.

South Vancouver Island
~ Brian Scullion

Hello beekeepers and friends. Why 

is it that when I get emails from Heather 

Sosnowski I think of Diane Dunaway? 
Perhaps it is the very friendly two week 
reminder that our regional reports are 

due, when I know I have all the time in 

the world.

Suddenly out of cyberspace arrives 
the final reminder and Heather advising 

me to get my butt out of the hive and tell the world what’s 
going on. Okay fine, Diane and Heather, you got me again. 
Diane, you trained her well! 

 Today is the final day for submissions, so here is 
your story. I sit at the kitchen table pushing this out with my 

thoughts and eyes on three things: the floor, the keyboard and 
out my window. Behind me is a thermometer that reads 18.6 
inside, 13.4 outside, and the date April 15th.  To my left is the 
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BCHPA DIVISIONS
ALBERNI VALLEY HONEY PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
6219 Lamarque Road, Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson  davemikkelson@hotmail.com  250-723-6089

BC BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION
3301 Port Washington Road, Pender Island, BC
Barry Denluck    
President@BCBeeBreeders.ca   250-900-5159
CENTRAL CARIBOO BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 53, 4583 Ridge Road, Big Lake Ranch, BC V0L 1G0 
Sherry Benisch/Ann Carter  
anncarter@shaw.ca  250-338-5233
COMOX VALLEY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
3729 Island Highway, Courtenay, BC     V9N 9T4
Jim Hunchuk     jwhunchuk@hotmail.com  250-373-2625
EAST KOOTENAY DIVISION BCHPA
4300 Wilks Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 6S9  
Lance Cuthill   lcuthill@gmail.com    250-426-6049
KAMLOOPS DIVISION BCHPA   

Box 595, Savona, BC     V0K 2J0 
Ingrid Heeley      iheeley@gmail.com        250-373-2625
MAPLE RIDGE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
#501-1680 West 4th Avenue, Vancouver,  BC  V6J 0B7
Raena Dumas info@northfraserbeeclub.com  604-786-5245
NANAIMO DIVISION BCHPA
925 St. David Street, Nanaimo, BC V9S 2H8
Kathleen Silvey www.nanaimobeekeepers.com 250-716-0695
NORTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
331 Valley Road, Kelowna, BC V1V 2E5
R.W. Bob Chisholm    bobnkaye@shaw.ca   250-762-2203

PEACE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
BCMAL Office 4th Floor, 1201-103 Ave
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4J2
Kerry Clark    250-784-2559
POWELL RIVER BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
RR3, C26, Nassichuk Road, Powell River, BC V8A 5C1
Alan Cole   604-487-4181
PRINCE GEORGE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 725, Prince George, BC  V2L 4T3
Walter Steidle   beehappy2@lincsat.com   250-960-0360
QUESNEL BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Lorne Smith   gssds@shaw.ca   250-747-2294 
SHUSWAP BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
1040 8th Ave., NE, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4A4
Paul Clark  fgpaulclark@gmail.com  250-833-8815

SMITHERS BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 3504,  2175 Main St.,  Smithers BC V0J 2N0
Phil Brienesse smithersbeekeepers@gmail.com 250-847-1599
SOUTH FRASER VALLEY DIVISION BCHPA
12894 - 109 Avenue, Surrey, BC, V3T 2M9
Derek Lawrence   dlaw52@shaw.ca  604-582-7545
SOUTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
RR#2, Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0
Ray Levesque   cindylevesque@persona.ca 250-498-4025
SQUAMISH DIVISION BCHPA
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish BC  V0N 3G0
Phil Ellis      ph-ellis@shaw.ca           604-898-5337
SUNSHINE COAST DIVISION BCHPA
2137 Lower Road, Roberts Creek, BC  V0N 2W4
Allan Cobbin   alcobbin@dccnet.com         604-886-7006
TERRACE DIVISION BCHPA
5112 Mills Ave. Terrace BC  V8G 1C5
Cynthia Ridler      akasamr@hotmail.com  250-635-9020
WEST KOOTENAY DIVISION BCHPA
3302 Village Road,  South Slocan, BC   V0G 2G0
Peter Wood  annpeterwood@gmail.com       250-359-7107

BCHPA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
CAPITAL REGION BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 43033, Victoria, BC  V8X 3G2
Nairn Hollott   nairnhollott@shaw.ca       250-744-4019
OTHER BEE- RELATED ORGANIZATIONS
COWICHAN BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 274, Cobblehill, BC V0R 1L0 
Mike Pauls    micpau@telus.net
RICHMOND BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Suite #9, 11131-No. 1 Road, Richmond, BC  V7E 1S6
Brian Campbell  604-277-9485
blessedbeefarm.1@gmail.com
STUART NECHAKO BEE CLUB
Box 595, Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0   
Jon Aebischer   sweet02@telus.net     250-567-5037
SURREY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
18060 29A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S 9V2
Horst Leidel   ha.leidel@3web.com  604-541-0374
TEXADA ISLAND BEE CLUB
Box 162, Van Anda, Texada Island, BC V0N 3K0 
Rhonda Johnston   604-486-0226
VANCOUVER BEEKEEPERS OF BC ASSOCIATION
#407-350 E 2nd Ave, Vancouver, BC  V5T 4R8   
Bryce Ahlstrom  bryceahlstrom@yahoo.ca 604-708-0313

Club Contacts

Please contact the editor with any changes: BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com
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Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________     Province ___________     Postal Code _______________________

Email  ____________________________________________

Phone (         ) _____________________

2012 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
BC Honey Producers’ Association

Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
www.bcbeekeepers.com

Membership dues are based on the number of honey bee colonies you keep.
BCHPA MEMBERSHIP DUES  
0 to 25 Hives  $40
26 to 50 Hives  $50
51 to 150 Hives  $60
151 to 300 Hives  $70
301 to 500 Hives  $120
501 to 1000 Hives  $130
Over 1000 Hives  $200

Please make cheques payable to the
British Columbia Honey Producers’
 Association or BCHPA:

BCHPA TREASURER
PO Box 1650
Comox, BC, V9M 8A2

New ❏  Renewal ❏   Please check here if renewing with an address change ❏

Membership includes a one-year subscription to both BeesCene and Hivelights quarterly publications. The BCHPA 
Liability Insurance Policy is the only one of its kind available in the province. By pooling our membership, we can offer 
this comprehensive insurance for a fraction of what it would cost individuals on their own. Members may attend the 
business day of the October BCHPA Annual General Meeting and the semi-annual meeting in March without charge 
(meals not included). Members benefit from the work of an active volunteer Executive including: Marketing (labels 
and brochures), Education (symposiums and website), and ongoing Advocacy (government and media relations). The 
BCHPA is a proud member of the Canadian Honey Council, working on our behalf.

Thank You for Supporting Beekeeping in BC!

$5 Million 

Coverage

for only $55 year!

Beekeepers understand that there’s 
strength in numbers. Our Group 

Liability Insurance Policy is the best value 
you’ll find. If you’re worried about stings, or 

bee smokers, or other related beekeeping risks 
– this is for you.

Note: coverage runs January 1, 2012 to 
December 31, 2012. Effective date of 

coverage is based on date application 
and payment is received at the 

BCHPA office. Insurer will 
issue certificates in due 

course.

* OPTIONAL $5,000,000 BCHPA
GROUP LIABILITY INSURANCE  ADD ON $55

** OPTIONAL Additional
$1 million Forest Fire Fighting
Expense Endorsement  ADD ON $100

*** OPTIONAL DONATION
BC’s Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund
for Honey Bee Research  ADD ON
(tax registered charity, receipts issued)

**** SUBSCRIPTION ONLY
Note: BeesCene is Included  $50 CAD
with Your  BCHPA Membership
(this is meant for out-of-province)

TOTAL $

Includes 
BeesCene & Hivelights

# of Hives _________
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microwave that reads 8:24am. The wife is in bed, two cats on 
the sundeck soaking it up, and the pug is crashed on the floor 
beside me, snoring. Ah, the floor: another season of propolis, 
wax and honey everywhere. Over the past several years I have 
found a great way for beekeepers to clean up and save money 

too, just use your credit card to scrape and remove the propolis 

and wax bits that you track in on your shoes….works great 

for removing bee feces when washing your neighbour's car 

too. You will save money because the card won’t work and the 
merchant will threaten you for gumming up his machine and 

creating havoc 'til the unit is serviced the next day…mmmm, 

maybe my BCHPA insurance will come to the rescue.
Outside is a sight to behold, and only a seasoned writer 

would be able to scribe on paper the beauty of this spring 

morning, so I will hold myself back from tripping all over my 

words and leave it to your imagination.  To help you out a wee 

bit, just sit back, close your eyes and dream of honey supers 

on just as the flowers begin to ooze their sweet golden nectar. I 
think Dawson Creek had snow yesterday and it’s to drop down 
to -10 tonight.  You will be rewarded a little later in the season 
for sure.

The urge to close the laptop is almost overpowering, so I 

close the window blind instead.  This is another year with great 

numbers of new beekeepers, and the Capital Region Beekeepers 
Association (CRBA) and the Cowichan Valley Beekeepers and 
their membership work hard to get these folks up and running 

with bees. Both clubs offer great mentorship programs. Big 

thanks to bee inspector Brenda Jager too, Brenda’s knowledge 
and willingness to help is second to none. It is also urged for 

these newbies to become members of our association, so with 

that being said, a very special hello to all new beekeepers in the 

province. You are now in the company of a group of very fine 
and caring folks including some of the most knowledgeable 

beekeepers on the planet. So take advantage of the many 
benefits of membership, enjoy the fellowship of the group and 
get out there and learn about the bees. Oh no, I just pulled the 
blind up…gotta go…have a great season.

Cariboo
~ James Richards

Greetings from the Cariboo. Well it 
has been a cool spring here, however 

on the bright side the bees seem to 

have wintered well in our region. In 

traditional club fashion we have some 

wonderful events planned to elevate bee 

awareness. With the ever-growing use 

of pesticides and wireless devices that 

bees are bombarded with daily, it is of 

paramount importance to advocate for their survival.

This year’s Seedy Saturday & Day Of The Honey Bee will 
be held together on May 5th at Herb Gardener Park from 10:00-
2:00. Our club has chosen to take this opportunity to join Seedy 
Saturday, knowing it is not the actual Day Of The Honey Bee, 
to gain maximum exposure. Kurtis Stone is the guest speaker 
for the day - Urban Farmer Extraordinaire; he is owner/operator 
of Green City Acres and Urban Farm. Based out of Kelowna, 
Kurtis works as a public speaker and consultant, sharing his 
story and inspiring a new generation of farmers. This event is 

sponsored by the Potato House Project and the Cariboo Food 

Policy Council of Williams Lake.
The first Cariboo field day of this year is going to be next 

month on May 26, put on by Sherry Benisch of Big Lake, from 
10:00-12:00 am. Well that’s all for now! 

North Vancouver Island
~ Larry Lindahl
 April is a build-up and starvation 
month with varied decisions, usually 

last-minute. Most of the time we talk 

about losses these days, but I want to 

talk about survivors. The North Island 

has had varied reports of survival from 

10 - 95%, averaging about 55-60%.  
Overall, the survival hasn’t been good 
again this year, but some beekeeping 

areas have done very well. Those who have changed their pest/
disease-management practices have seen better survival rates. 

The end of April will tell us what has happened. We have had 
a few warm days in February, March and April with the bees 
bringing in pollen from various early spring plants and shrubs. 

The bees are now quite active, so we look forward, as always, 

to a great season.

Cheers, Larry

West Kootenays
~ Dave Johnson

Here we are with another spring 

(sort of) and tale of woe about the 

weather. Not sure how other areas of 

the province are faring but we have 

had very little flying weather in the 
Kootenays. The alder and nut catkins 
as well as the pussy willows hang on 

the trees unused as the bees wait in the 

hives for the right conditions to get out 

and forage.  We are into our second and third round of pollen 

substitutes and the bees are taking them greedily. However as I 

write, the weather is picking up and bees are flying. There have 
been winter losses bot not as severe as in some past years. The 

demand for queens is holding steady as people are looking to 

do splits. Packages are also in demand as replacements but also 
supplying stock to many new beekeepers.

The increase in numbers of beekeepers in the West and East 
Kootenays has been really impressive, and it bodes well for 
the future of the craft in our province. From a “gray hair’s” 
perspective, it is great to see all the younger folks involved.

At the risk of being controversial, I would like to bring 
up the neonicotinoid issue and the increasing evidence of 

its role in the harm to bee colonies. Bayer’s original field 
research tests for these compounds were laughable and do 

not deserve any credibility whatsoever. Our government and 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency failed to apply any 
precautionary principles in allowing the use of Bayer’s products 
before it was used on crops. Bayer Crop Science is at the center 
of it all with their production of both Varroa treatments (which 
must be admitted commercial beekeepers and others have used 

to good effect), but also with their production and distribution 

of neonicotinoids, which has been implicated in bee losses. 

The hypocrisy displayed by Bayer is so blatant, it is hard to 

accept their sincerity when they make donations to beekeeping 

organizations such as the British Beekeepers Association and 
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Dale Bracken, Agent

Amy Goyns, Assistant

106-3101 Highway 6, Vernon

Insurance@shaw.ca

(250)542-6300     Toll free: 1-888-BUY-COOP (289-2667)

Orchard Valley Insurance Agencies

Need Farm Insurance? We can help.
When it comes to your farm, you need the right coverage 

at the right price. We’d like the opportunity to earn 

your business with friendly knowledgeable service and 

competitive rates. Just give us a call or drop by to see us.

Largest 100% Canadian multi-product insurer.

Home   Autoplan   Investments   Group   Business   Farm   Travel

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENTS

FERRIS FENCING
 Toll free 1-800-665-3307  Tel. 250-757-9677 Fax:250-757-9670

 info@ferrisfencing.com  www.ferrisfencing.com

Portable Electric Systems 

Electric nets complete with posts

General Farm • Horse 
Wildlife Exclusion • Vineyard

The “ultimate” 

diagnostic tool to 

find faults fast!

Pakton Probe

The Ultimate In Power!

Patriot Solar 
Fence Controller

    Selection of SOLAR FENCE 

CONTROLLERS

complete with 

Battery and Panel 

for Small and Larger 

Applications

With 12v. battery for higher voltage

The most powerful 
Solar on the 

market

Bi-Polar * Fence Return * Ground Return

Systems to Combat Grounding Problems

(Other digital and 

light testers available)

Sun Scorpion

the Canadian Honey Council. They obviously hope to influence 
these groups to their own advantage. I understand that Bayer 

will be opening some bee research labs. Given their history 
of research, any results they produce must be viewed with a 

healthy dose of skepticism.

I have a huge problem with the CHC accepting funds from 

this company and would really like to know how many others 

have the same misgivings.

 Our thanks to Lance Cuthill and Paul van Westendorp 
for the very successful IPM seminar held in Castlegar in late 
March. Thanks also to Jeremy and Netty Lack of the Kootenay 
Local Agricultural Society for organizing the event.

This was one of Lance’s final acts as our local Bee Inspector. 
We have all benefited from and appreciated Lance’s dedication 
to the beekeeping fraternity in the Kootenays. We owe him a 
debt of gratitude for extending his tenure until a replacement 

is found.  However, we can’t give him another gift because he 
already received it two years ago!! 

Good Luck Lance!    
❀

An Employee Owned Company 

800-880-7694

-Dry Feeds
-Extractors
-Medications
-Containers
-Protein Patties
-Hives & Tools
-Suits & Jackets
-Frames  &  Foundation

DDDrrryyy FeeeeeeddddddddddddddddddddsssssDDDD F dddddddddddddddd

Quality Products...
                Friendly Service

www.mannlakeltd.com
Order Online At:

Most of life is routine - dull 
and grubby, but routine is the 
momentum that keeps a man 

going. If you wait for inspiration 
you'll be standing on the corner 
after the parade is a mile down 

the street.
                           ~ Ben Nicholas



      VOLUME 28, #2 SUMMER 2012   47

Advertiser Index
Ampak Distributors . . . . . . . . . . .38

Bee Culture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33

BeeMaid Honey . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29

BHW Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33

Bees 'n Glass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

BC Bee Breeders . . . . . . . . . . . . .32

BCHPA Certified Producer . . . . . .8

BCHPA Nutritional Labels . . . . .47

BCHPA Membership . . . . . . . . . .44

Classifieds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .47

Club Contacts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .43

Co-Operators Insurance . . . . . . . .46

Dominion & Grimm . . . . . . . . . .16

Ferris Fencing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46

Flying Dutchman  . . . . . . . . . . . .39

Global Patties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Great Little Box Co. . . . . . . . . . .23

Hanefeld's Honey Farm . . . . . . . .30

Hardie Honey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23

Herb Isaac Sales  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Honeyland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Ingram Apiaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31

Iotron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

Lamb Acres Electric Fencing . . .21

Mann Lake  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46

Medivet Pharmaceuticals  . . . . . .25

Munro Apiaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Richard’s Packaging . . . . . . . . . . .7

Ross Rounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11

Saskatraz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40

Sherriff International . . . . . . . . . .17

Sweetacre Apiaries. . . . . . . . . . . .20

Twin Maple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17

Two Bees Apiary . . . . . . . . . . . . .38

Urban Bee Supplies . . . . . . . . . . .30

Vancouver Island Apiaries . . . . . .47

Wellmark International . . . . . . .  31

Werner Gysi Book . . . . . . . . . . . .14

West Coast Bee Supplies  . . . . . .12

Classifieds.....

FOR SALE: Cowan silver queen uncapper. $1000. 250-440-
5689.

Four frame nucs for sale. Late May to early June. $150 each 
plus nuc box deposit. Pick-up near Williams Lake. Call 250-
297-6399 or email: diane@dunawayranch.com.

To order and for details contact:
Judy Campbell
604-856-2125

jwcampbell@telus.net

NUTRITIONAL 
FACT 
LABELS

BC Honey Producers’ Association

1.5¢
only

each

Per 1 tablespoon (20g)

Amount

Nut r i t ion  Fac tsValeur nutr i t ive       

Not a significant source of saturated fat, trans fat, cholesterol, sodium, fibre, vitamin A, vitamin C, calcium or iron.

Source négligeable de lipides saturés, lipidestrans, cholestérol, sodium, fibres, vitamine A, �vitamine C, calcium et fer.

% Daily Value

0 %
6 %

Pour 1 cuillère à table (20g) 
Teneur % valeur quotidienne
Calories / Calories  60
Fat / Lipides  0 g
Carbohydrates / Glucides  17 g
   Sugars / Sucres  16 g
Protein / Protéines  0 g
    

Rolls of 
2000

NUCS FOR SALE, available mid-May, 2011 BC Queens. Call 
Gavin Gibb at (250) 768-3727, West Bank, B.C.

Van Isle Apiaries 
and Bee Products

Grant Stringer 
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca

Tel 250-652-9834 Fax 250-665-6121
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3

NUCS • QUEENS 
PACKAGES
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Innovation in Apiculture
2012 BCHPA AGM, Conference and Trade Show

November 8, 9 and 10, 2012
Coast Kamloops Hotel and Conference Centre

Focusing upon practical, sustainable and innovative 
beekeeping and honey production practices.  

To make accommodation arrangements call 1 800-663-1144 and quote group 

name 'BC Honey Producers' Association' 

or  'group code CKH-GFC 527' to get the conference rate, or book online at 

http://'www.coastpromos.com/j44.  

Excellent rates on a first come first serve basis. 

FUNDRAISING:  Support the BCHPA  education and research initiatives by donating items for the Silent 
Auction and Live Auction. Every Donor will be acknowledged in the Conference brochure; Major Donors 

will be recognized at the Banquet.  To donate, or major list sponsors: 

contact Rob Hunter, Fundraising Chair  at ramhunter@telus.net or 250-374-5474.

TRADE SHOW:  To purchase vendor space and to sell products contact Frank Blom, Trade Show and 
Advertising Chair at Frank.Blom@shaw.ca or  1-250-573-2656.

ADVERTISING:  Big or Small, Black and White or Colour…let your business stand out in our Conference 

brochure by purchasing advertising space.  To make your company shine at the Conference consider 
sponsoring Refreshment Breaks (where your company is recognized). Contact Frank Blom to advertise 

or to sponsor.

Early bird Coast Kamloops Hotel reservation (before September 30) draw for a Super Nuc (value $120)   
Early bird Full Conference registration draw for a Warre hive (value $200) (before September 30)

 We look forward to seeing you at the Conference!
Ed Perszon, Conference Coordinator : ed_perszon@telus.net or 1(250)828-0209.

 1250 Rogers Way, Kamloops  BC
Wine and Cheese  Thursday evening: A 

great time to visit and make new friends.

Annual General Meeting  Friday : 
Get your voice heard on issues facing 
beekeepers .

Banquet Friday evening:  
Western dress,  Silent and Live Auction, 
Dance to the Ol’Time Fiddlers

Education Day, Saturday:   
8 Lectures and  2 Expert Panel Discussions

Trade Show:  Friday and  Saturday  

Do you have an innovative product you 
want to market?

Advertising:  
Do you have a product you want to 
promote, the Conference Brochure?

Honey Contest:  
Look for the guidelines for the contest in 

upcoming information.

Tours and Activities for Significant Others 
BC Wildlife Park, Ginseng Spa and Bear 

Brewery, Canada    Canada Games Centre  


