
      VOLUME 27, #2  SUMMER 2011   1

Summer 2011
Volume 27  #2

BCHPA Website: www.bcbeekeepers.com

Inside: 

•  SHB Shows Up in Shipments
•  Quebec Rejoins CHC
•  Inter-Taxa Virus Transmission
•  Infant Botulism 
•  Bees in the Philippines
•  Wildflower Corridors
•  Swarm Management
•  Bee Sensors
•  Summertime Recipes
•  Queen Rearing Courses
•  DAY Project Announcement
•  Quickie Queen Marking Tool
•  Semi-Annual Minutes
•  The Honey Prescription
•  AGM Details and Registration

Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping 
in British Columbia since 1920

B R I T I S H  C O L U M B I A H O N E Y P R O D U C E R S '  A S S O C I AT I O N
Publications Mail Sales Agreement No.40828130

Honey Bee Yard in an Apple Orchard
Photo taken by Ian Bissonnette of Telkwa, B.C.

To:



2     VOLUME 27, #2  SUMMER 2011 

It is spring as I am writing this, ostensibly, though the snow 
has not entirely disappeared at our house and our bees have 
only just begun to fly; we are skeptical as to whether there is 
any pollen available to them and are still a little worried about 
their chances to make it through. Not so for most of the rest 
of you I assume – by the time this reaches those of you in the 
South your bees will be well into their summer season. For us 
we will have to be patient and hopeful, and try not to question 
too much the viability of a beekeeping business in an area that 
has a 65 day growing season. There are those who have done it 
for many years, and we have had the opportunity to learn things 
from them. 

They say that the beekeeper is generally cranky, and as far 
as farmers go in general, I think that is a fair description. I 
am getting crankier every year – you get attached to the bees 
pretty easy and it gets harder and harder to keep them. My 
husband Ian has always been pretty cranky, being a farmer at 
heart, so perhaps we are off to a good start. That being said, it 
is important to remain positive in an industry that has recently 
seen enormous challenges. There is always the possibility to 
take a step back and re-evaluate where we are at, pay close 
attention to what is happening around us and what others are 
doing with the same challenges, and find a bit of optimism 
somewhere.

In this issue we are bringing you news from home and 
abroad. There are opportunities for you and for your bees too, 
as new queen rearing courses have been announced as well as 
new funding for the DAY project. Breeding reliable survivor 
stock in our own backyard is a key part of moving forward 
towards better bee health. There are also hints from the UBC 
Research Lab of more good news to come...

James Macdonald from Armstrong has generously brought 
us news about his volunteer work in the Philippines. He 

traveled there this past winter to provide opportunities to 
beekeepers there, to learn how to better manage honey bees and 
also to provide a venue for that learning. We also meet Chef Ali 
Howard and her sweet summertime possibilities...

We have news of some interesting and exciting research, 
including some new insights into bee behavior that may help  us 
understand the new paths that need to be taken in management, 
and a couple of articles which review strategies which have 
been established in the past and which we can use as a basis to 
work forwards from. In continuing to move ahead, reviewing 
new ideas with both skepticism and open minds and holding on 
to what is valuable from the past, a better model of management 
can continue to be built. As in all things!

However hard and sometimes scary it is to take on something 
new, we are enjoying the opportunity we have been given to be 
the editors of this magazine and would like to continue with 
the amazing job that Diane Dunaway has done with it in her 
time as editor. She has created something special with the 
BeesCene and has also spent many hours helping us along, 
giving as much of her heart and consideration that she has done 
for the BCHPA. Also a huge thanks to Jill Schick whose talents 
at putting it all together have quickly become apparent to me. 
We wish you a wonderful and productive summer, and look 
forward to the opportunities we can create in BeesCene for 
your learning and enjoyment!

 ~ Heather Sosnowski & Ian Bissonnette
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Our cover story:  This bee yard is located on an organic 
farm just outside Telkwa, B.C., high up on a hillside in the 
middle of an old apple orchard. It was one of the first yards 
set up a few years ago as Ian began his lifelong dream 
of becoming a beekeeper, and the apples and wildflowers 
as well as some of the vegetables in the organic garden 
(especially the squash) have been a good food source for 
the bees. Unfortunately wildlife is also plentiful, and a 
bear got in last fall, but the process of rebuilding has been 
underway and those bees are enjoying the warm weather 
that is finally coming!
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First and foremost I would like to welcome Heather 
Sosnowski as our new Editor of the BeesCene.  Congratulations 
on the being the successful candidate and we look forward 
to working with you.  This is Heather’s first time editing the 
BeesCene and Thank You Diane, for your time & effort in 
helping with the transition.  

The Semi-Annual in Kamloops was held on the 5th and 6th of 
March. The Education day on the 6th was well attended and the 
feedback was positive for the presentations. We the executive 
are trying to put together education talks that are timely and 
of benefit to our members. Wayne, along with Pauline, are 
arranging queen rearing courses for the membership this season. 
I believe there are three to be held. If this sounds a bit sketchy 
it’s because there is just a lot going on right now and sometimes 
things get jumbled up between BCHPA business and Flying 
Dutchman business.  One of the upcoming education seminars 
has to do with the wintering of queens en masse. Liz and Terry 
Huxter have been doing this for some time and I understand 
with good success. So here’s the catch: with all the goings on 
with Hawaii this year and the Hive Beetle and the cancellation 
of queen shipments, it’s well past time that we did something 
about this. Pauline is our person with writing skills and we are 
putting in an application for funding for this project.  This is not 
something that will be a one off and secession but will run for a 
couple of years. What we don’t know is how the wintering will 
work in different climates.  There is a lot to learn. 

The second part of these seminars is the wintering of Nucs. 
With all of the hive losses of late, something has to be done to 
offset the cost of replacing winter losses.  I have just come back 
from Alberta, and while I was visiting the Co-op, there were 
some styrofoam nucs sitting there. I asked Derrick about them 
and he said they were sold to Medhat, so they are still being 
produced. I have used these with mixed results, but they are 
going to be used more intently this year along with other things 
to see what can be done to bring more Nucs through the winter. 
They can either be sold or used to offset our losses.  With the 
interest in beekeeping and the requirement for more bees, this 
could be a way for our beekeepers to create extra revenue, but 
again there is a learning curve and knowledge that has to be 
gained.

In regards to providing services to our members, especially 
in the education end, these are probably the most important 
things to me: first to cut hive losses and second to make us 
better beekeepers. By making us better beekeepers we should 
definitely see a better bottom line as far as our finances go and 
this is vitally important in order to sustain us in this industry.

As to other things and not to minimize them, the planning 
for the AGM is well underway, and Wayne and his crew are 
working hard to provide us with a great convention.   Barry 
is still updating the web site, and making it better.  We have a 
new editor in place, and Diane is helping with the transition.  

My report is very late as 
usual. We are still trying 
to arrange a meeting with 
the Ministry, and one day 
this will happen. Gerry is 
working on information 
regarding the formation 
of a Council plus his 
Honey Council duties. 
You know when Gerry is 
not around or sick because 
the in-box doesn’t fill up 
with e-mails as quick.

Well the bees are finally flying, the rain is letting up some but 
it’s still cold and wet.  Alex, our four year old grandson, wants 
to know when we can work the bees but he has to have a hive 
tool to do this, even if he is just walking around. So now the 
other two grandchildren are asking for bee suits and hive tools 
as well (Kassandra, 6  and Morgan, 5). Alex likes his reading, 
Richie Bros. flyers for auctions, Truck trader magazines and 
sitting on the couch looking at Bee Culture. I guess it’s catch 
‘em young and maybe it will stick.  ❀

From the President

Stan Reist
BCHPA President
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Beelines
News from the Ministry of Agriculture
PAUL VAN WESTENDORP,  Manager, BCMA Apiculture Program

Small Hive Beetle Update
In the last issue of BeesCene I reported about the confirmation 

of Small Hive Beetle in Hawaii. Canada placed a temporary 
import ban to ensure that Hawaiian exporters had appropriate 
controls in place to minimize the risk of transfer of beetles. 

During the last few weeks, shipments of honey bee queens 
from Hawaii arrived in Canada.  Few to Manitoba, Alberta 
and BC were found to contain Small Hive Beetle. In all cases 
where SHB had been detected, each and every queen cage 
was opened, the queen transferred to a fresh cage and the old 
cage closely examined for SHB adults and instars.  Please note 
some of the queens imported by the Alberta Coop in Edmonton 
were earmarked for BC beekeepers. Those beekeepers have 
been contacted and made aware that their queens were part 
of a shipment that contained SHB. The Manitoba and Alberta 
incidences appear to have prevented the establishment of 
SHB.

Meanwhile, Quebec reported that SHB infestations that had 
initially been reported in the fall of 2010, had plenty of SHB in 
a recent inspection. This confirms that this beetle can survive 
eastern Canadian winters successfully. 

The recent BC incident involved a single adult (live) bee 
found in a shipment of 250 queens. Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency (CFIA) personnel informed the BC Ministry of 
Agriculture and on the same day, all 250 queen cages were 
examined and queens transferred to fresh cages. No adult AHB 
and instars were found.  CFIA has been requested to submit the 
adult beetle specimen for further verification. 

As more queen shipments from Hawaii are expected in 
the next few weeks, the Ministry of Agriculture is working 
closely with CFIA to ensure that all shipments are monitored 
for SHB. 

As reported previously, the threat of SHB entering British 
Columbia is equally great along the border in the Fraser Valley, 
Okanagan and Creston Valley. The Fraser Valley is particularly 
vulnerable as blueberry and raspberry crops are planted right 
next to the border. Most of the US colonies contracted for 
pollination have previously been used in almond pollination 
in California where SHB is reportedly quite common. Ministry 
staff will intensify colony inspections of Canadian colonies 
near the border during the blueberry and raspberry blooming 
season. 

Apivar (amitraz) EUR 2011-12
British Columbia and other provinces have submitted 

another application of the Emergency Use Registration (EUR) 
of Apivar for the 2011 – 12 season. We expect this EUR 

application to be the last one as the product may be fully 
registered by next year.

MAQS of NOD Apiaries
BC beekeepers have expressed interest in the formic-acid 

strips MAQS manufactured by NOD apiaries. The availability 
of this product is contingent upon technical data having 
been submitted by the manufacturer to the Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency (PMRA) of Health Canada. It is my 
understanding that this requirement has not been met and 
therefore, the status of MAQS will remain unchanged for the 
time being. 

Spring Colony Mortality Survey
We are planning to carry out the annual Spring Colony 

Mortality Survey around late April. The survey will be directed 
to larger beekeepers across the province and may be carried out 
by telephone as it has in the past, or maybe carried out through 
an on-line survey, or a combination of the two. 

The information provided by individual beekeepers is strictly 
confidential and only compiled data of beekeeping regions and 
the entire province will be made available. Your participation 
as commercial beekeeper is valuable as it provides a good 
measure of the status to the beekeeping industry.  We value 
your participation and support. 

Changes to the Legislation
In 2003, the Bee Act was “parked” under the Animal Disease 

Control Act (ADCA) where it fully retained all of its legislative 
provisions. A notice was published in the BeesCene at the time, 
advising the beekeeping community of this change. The ADCA 
is a broad piece of legislation affecting all animal production 
systems from poultry and swine to cattle. In recent years, it had 
been recognized that the ADCA needed a major overhaul and 
this has been initiated during the last few months. The ADCA is 
expected to evolve into the Animal Health Act (AHA). 

As the ADCA is modified into the AHA, all the provisions 
of the Bee Act will also be impacted. Before any changes, 
additions or omissions will be applied to the Bee Act provisions, 
the Ministry is committed to consult with the beekeeping 
community and determine which provisions need to be retained, 
changed or in any way be part of future legislation.

Late Spring
 The spring season has been unusually late this year 

with below-normal temperatures and precipitation levels. 
Colony build-up will be reduced and delayed while many may 
run out of food and starve. 
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When weather permits, beekeepers should check the 
following:

1. Feed sugar syrup when stores are low,
2. Stimulate brood rearing by feeding a pollen patty,
3. Inspect brood chamber for healthy bee brood,
4. Test for mites and treat when necessary.
5. Make sure to provide enough room! We are 

approaching swarming season and the bees have been confined 
to the hive during the cold weather. As soon as it warms up, 
they will try to swarm.  ❀

 ~ Paul vanWestendorp

Good things come in Richards Packaging...

RICHARDS 
PACKAGING INC.

(604) 270-0111
140 – 9200 Van Horne Way, Richmond B.C. V6X 1W3

www.richardspackaging.com
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Glass Jars
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Plastic Pails
...and more!

Ask us for our stock item catalogue

Apiculture Factsheet #406 from the BC ministry of 
Agriculture website, Copyright © 2010.

This factsheet covers beekeeping management practices 
between mid June and mid August. Beekeepers should examine 
their hives every ten days to two weeks until such time that the 
nectar flow is well underway and supers become heavy with 
honey. In examining a hive, a beekeeper routinely checks on 
the five situations listed below.

1. The Queen’s Performance
• Presence of Queen

Learn to recognize eggs and brood in the various stages. 
Eggs situated in normal position in the cell confirm a laying 
queen.

• Quantity of Brood
Brood (eggs, uncapped larvae, capped pupae) should be on 

several frames. Most frames should be about two-thirds filled 
with brood.

• Quality of Brood
The brood pattern should be solid, ie. not a mixture of 

capped and uncapped brood in the same area. Check on the 
availability of honey and pollen since a poor brood pattern can 
result from a shortage of stores.

Queens that have not produced a good volume of brood or 
have produced spotty brood, will not produce a populous hive. 
The alternatives are:

• Replace the queen with a new mated queen.
• Kill the queen and allow the colony to produce emergency 

queen cells from which new queens will emerge. One queen 
survives and mates, but such a colony will not likely produce a 
honey crop. It will develop sufficiently for wintering.

 • If wintering is not considered, then it is best to kill the 
queen and unite the colony hive with another (see instructions 
below).

Drone Layers are queens that are unmated and thus only 
produce drone eggs in worker cells. The eggs look normal, 
properly placed in the cell, but the capped brood is dome shaped 
and spotty. Such a queen must be removed and destroyed. The 
colony should be requeened or united with another hive of 
medium strength.

Laying Workers are found when a colony is without a queen 
for some time. Some workers will be selected and fed a rich 
protein diet enabling them to lay a few eggs. Many eggs are 
laid in each cell or on the sides of the cells. Such a colony is 
usually weak in population and it is best to shake the bees onto 
the ground several meters away. The workers will seek another 
hive while the laying workers will be lost.

2. Food
The two week period prior to the main nectar flow is very 

important for the colony to ensure that there will be enough 
foraging bee population.

3. Disease
Learn to recognize brood disease symptoms when checking 

Summer Management

Hardie Honey
PACKAGE BEES • HONEY • WAX • BULK BEES • QUEENS

4035 Robson Road, Duncan BC V9L 6G7
BLAINE & JAN

PH/FAX 250-746-4389
DUAINE  250-748-8471
hardiehoney@shaw.ca

Honey 
Equipment

Bees

Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.
New & Used beekeeping equipment

Honey

Ezyloaders (Beekeeper Model 300 now available)

✧

✧

✧

Ph: 204 662 4401   Fax: 204 662 4547

Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com
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New Zealand 
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 6124 Metral Dr., Nanaimo BC V9T 2L6         1-877-390-6890     Phone 250-390-2313    

Fax 250-390-5180      E-mail: flydutch@telus.net   Stan & Cheryl Reist

BEE SUPPLIES  •  PACKAGES  •  NUCS AND QUEENS
Vancouver Island Pollination Services

FLYING DUTCHMAN

Early 
New Zealand 

packages 
Vancouver Island 

and the Gulf Islands
 Sunshine Coast.  

for queen performance and food. In case brood disease is 
detected, remove the affected frame(s) and destroy. Apply 
antibiotics promptly. Mid June is usually the latest time for 
applying antibiotics in order to prevent their presence during 
the nectar flow (refer to Factsheet #205 – Honey Bee Disease 
Detection and #204 - Antibiotics for Bee Disease Control).

4. Space
An increasing population of bees will require additional 

comb space before the main nectar flow begins. Add supers 
as required. Adequate space is one of the keys in swarm 
prevention.

5. Swarming
Refer to Factsheet #404 - Swarming for information about 

swarm management.

Other Considerations
• Uniting Hives

 A queenless or weak colony may be united with another. 
Place the weak colony on top of the medium strength colony. 
Remove and kill the most unsatisfactory queen in one of the 
two hives to be united. Place a sheet of newspaper over the 
stronger hive, cut a few slits in the paper with a hive tool, and 
place the weaker hive on top.

 • Queen Excluder Use
Queen excluders are used between brood chambers and 

honey supers to prevent the queen from laying eggs in the 
honey super. The queen cannot pass through the excluder 
while worker bees can. Queen excluders are some hindrance 

to the free vertical movement of workers in the hive. When an 
excluder is used, it is usually placed above the second brood 
chamber at the time the third ‘box’ or first honey super is put 
on. The usual procedure is as follows: reverse the two brood 
chambers, as described earlier; place the excluder above the 
new second; then place a super of drawn combs above. Do 
not put a queen excluder over a second brood chamber that is 
plugged with honey or has a wide rim of capped honey above 
the brood. If such a situation is present, reverse the brood 
chambers first. Do not place a super of foundation directly 
above the queen excluder. Foundation should be put on in the 
fourth ‘box’ (second honey super) or intermingled with other 
combs in the hives for best results.

   
•  Mid Summer Supering

Know when the nectar flow takes place in your area and 
do not over super the colony when the flow comes to an end. 
Remove and extract honey as soon as it is mostly capped. ❀
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UBC Bee Research Update 
Greetings! I am going to skip the 

research update this issue for reasons that 
will become apparent in the next issue. 

Research from the rest of the world
A quick update on the Bromenshenk 

study I wrote about last issue. At that 
time our data was the only information 
in the public domain challenging the 
claims of Bromenshenk. Since that time 
several other researchers have come 
forward to support what we had been 
saying and one group was actually able 
to directly analyze some of the raw data 
collected by the US Army as part of that 
project. This re-analysis confirmed what 
we had suspected, that the findings of 
Bromenshenk and colleagues were more 
easily explained by some common errors 
made in interpreting the data rather than 
in there truly being a new virus present in 
the sample. The findings will hopefully 
lay to rest this most unfortunate situation.

In other news, Diana Cox-Foster’s 
group in Pennsylvania has recently 
demonstrated a truly scary ability of 
honey bee viruses to jump between 
species (Singh et al., (2010) RNA viruses 
in hymenopteran pollinators: evidence 
of inter-Taxa virus transmission via 
pollen and potential impact on non-
Apis hymenopteran species. PLoS 
One 5.12:e14357). Using polymerase 
chain reaction (PCR), the gold-standard 
method for virus detection, they 
were able to detect the virus carried 
specifically on the pollen of foragers 
returning to the hive, even when those 
foragers themselves did not have the 
virus. This would imply that the virus 
can be transmitted through the bees’ food 
and, indeed, bees were shown to become 

infected after eating contaminated honey 
or pollen. Likewise, once a queen got 
infected she would then pass any viruses 
she had on to her offspring through 
the eggs. Even more worrying from an 
ecological perspective, the authors were 
able to show that Israeli acute paralysis 
virus could jump back and forth between 
honey bees and bumble bees contained 
within a greenhouse. In addition, through 
surveying other native pollinators in the 
vicinity of infected honey bee colonies, 
the authors were able to find that at least 
11 other related insects, from solitary 
bees to wasps, could also harbor the 
virus. What the authors did not address, 
but that is quite possible, is whether all 
these viruses are really native to honey 
bees or if honey bees have somehow 
picked them up from other species in the 
environment, just as humans have picked 
up HIV and Ebola!   ❀

From the UBC Research Lab

Leonard Foster, BSc, PhD
Photo by Brian Hawkes, Genome BC

 MITE WIPE
Safe method for applying formic acid

 to control bee mites in honeybee
colonies

MUNRO HONEY
Telephone (519) 847-5333          Fax (519) 847-5340

E-mail: info@munrohoney.com  
Website:www.munrohoney.com

Also available from Medivet Pharmaceuticals and Beemaid Honey

New and Used 

Storage Tanks for 

Honey, 

Liquid Sucrose 

and more!

Twin Maple Industrial Tanks
We do custom plastic manufacturing and repairs.

Abbotsford, BC
Phone: (604) 854-6776     Toll Free: (800) 663-8898    Fax: (604) 854-3223

E-mail: garry@tmitanks.com        www.tmitanks.com

If opportunity doesn't 

knock, build a door. 

 ~Milton Berle



10     VOLUME 27, #2  SUMMER 2011 

Maximize Spring Build-up 
and Colony Health

   Learn more at  www.globalpatties.com
    and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free

    or email  mike@globalpatties.com 
Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease 

GLOBAL PATTIES

Feed ready-made patties from

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate 
for good build-up and large honey crops.  

Feed patties to ensure colony health, 
fast build-up and maximum production.

West Coast Bee 
Supplies

• Apistan Strips

• Fumagilin B
• Menthol Boards
• Hive Boxes

• Bee Suits and much more

Bob Fisher
Phone 604-272-1921    Fax 604-272-1928

Email:  bluebob@shaw.ca

Store Address:
9351 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.

Mailing Address:
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5

• Formic Acid
• Oxytet 25
• Bee Pro
• CheckMite

All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:

We're getting closer!
Thank you to those who've already expressed 

an interest in purchasing copies
of the McCutcheons' book. 

A list is being kept for tracking advance orders.
Please contact Diane Dunaway 

to pre-order a copy of
 A History of Beekeeping

In British Columbia from 1950 - 2000
diane@dunawayranch.com 

or tel 250.297.6399

A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia 
from 1950 – 2000

                                     By Douglas M. McCutcheon
COMING 

SOON!
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Canadian beekeepers, as 
most people know, are facing 
unprecedented challenges in 
keeping honey bees alive.  We need 
all the help we can get, particularly 
in sustaining our beekeeping 
businesses to provide pollination 
services to other stakeholders 
in our food industry. Although 
honey production may not be as 
important in our food supply as 
pollination, it helps keep us afloat.  
Consequently,  Health Canada’s 
anti-honey campaign of the honey 

bear with the international prohibition label was initially a 
puzzle. The campaign was initiated in regards to the risks of 
infant botulism but the ads themselves were very misleading. 
Such a thoughtless program was contrary to our assumption 
that government agencies are to serve the best interests of 
Canadians. How could such a media decision occur without 
consultation with our industry?  Not even the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) had been consulted by their 
media director.  This advertising campaign not only angered 
beekeepers, but also confused the public. As the CHC Board 
received no response from the Minister nor Deputy Minister 
of Health Canada on a request to suspend advertising, pending 
discussion with our industry, legal action was seriously being 
considered by a group of beekeepers who were prepared to hire 
a lawyer who had successfully challenged the government in 
court.  Eventually, an Assistant Deputy Minister agreed that the 
advertising program could have a negative effect upon honey 
sales, particularly in our foreign markets. Unfortunately, the 
Assistant Deputy Minister responsible was not willing or not 
able to stop the campaign as the outsourced contracts were 
reputed to be beyond her control. Although this advertising 
campaign seems to have run its course, the Board is continuing 
discussions with Health Canada to ensure any future advertising 
campaign does not lean on our industry just to promote their 
website or other forms of media attention. This situation should 
also serve as a warning to all Canadians on the need to monitor 
government outsourcing of services which require adequate 
control.  

On a more positive note, the Board’s monthly teleconference 
last week was a historic occasion as Scott Plante joined us as the 
first representative of the Quebec Beekeepers Association since 
the CHC restructured in 2008.  Having Scott on board will help 
us gain a better understanding of the challenges facing Quebec 
beekeepers and integrate their ideas and feedback to strengthen 
our national beekeeping industry. Of particular interest is the 
Small Hive Beetle threat that Pierre Giovenazzo discovered 
last week while unwrapping overwintered hives near the border 
of the State of Maine.  These hives were known to be infested 
with the beetle last fall.  Finding an average of 70 survivors 
per colony leaves no doubt that the SHB can successfully 
overwinter in our northern climate.  Although the beetle has 
yet to demonstrate it can succeed in establishing a breeding 
population, our northern climate may not be the barrier some 
think we have.  

Joining us part way through our teleconference, Dr. Amy 
Snow, CFIA’s Importation Policy specialist,  informed us of the 
surprise finding of a Small Hive Beetle and a dozen larvae in 
the package material in the first shipment of Hawaiian queens.  
Dr. Snow was very pleased with the prompt assistance of our 
provincial apiarists (PAs) and the co-operation of the American 
authorities in rectifying the suspected problem: the need for 
shipping material to be stored at -18°C or 0°F prior to use.  Her 
formal notice to beekeepers is posted on the CHC website.  
Our Stock Replacement Committee invested considerable time 
and effort in providing feedback and challenging new ideas 
to ensure this season’s Hawaiian queen supply would not be 
interrupted while mitigating the risk of this new pest to Canada. 

As Ben Stewart, former B.C. Minister of Agriculture stated 
at the time of his appointment last fall, “ the one constant I’ve 
learned about farming is that working together is as important 
as working hard”. This value is shared by your CHC Board 
despite the differences in opinions on various issues. ❀

Canadian Honey Council Report

by Gerry McKee
CHC representative 
for British Columbia

Looking for a Kinder, Gentler Way 
to Work your Bees?

Sit back and watch how the masters do it.

For the cost of shipping, 
you can borrow from our extensive video library.

BCHPA Librarian: Ian Farber

Seize the opportunity by 

the beard, for it is bald 

behind. 

 ~Bulgarian Proverb
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James Macdonald, Volunteer Advisor, Canadian Executive 
Services Organization

Keeping bees alive through the winter has become a 
challenge for most beekeepers in BC for a number of years 
now. I can remember back to the early eighties when the well 
respected Provincial Apiculturist at that time, John Corner, 
showed us the first documentary from Europe on the path of 
destruction Varroa mites had caused since their cross-species 
transfer from Apis cerana to Apis mellifera. I recall thinking 
that it couldn’t happen here! We have policies and regulations 
and… people in government to prevent this pesky parasite 
from crossing over to our home and native land. Hmm... The 
times they are a changin’.

When Acarapis woodi was first introduced to BC, we 
thought we could curb that intrusion also. We methodically 
sampled, sliced and microscopically examined thousands of 
sacrificial bees only to finally declare a truce and then fall 
back into combat mode against the reviled tracheal intruder. 
So what’s next? Hive Beetles? Let’s hope not. What about bee 
eaters? Could they be the next threat to maintaining healthy 
colonies in Canada, some day??

Well, that may seem far fetched for us here in our temperate 
North American climate but in parts of Asia, a species of 
bird called the Blue Tailed Bee Eater can be devastating to 
honey bee colony survival. This past winter I found myself 
traveling to the edge of the world on assignment with CESO 
– the Canadian Executive Services Organization - to Northern 
Luzon, Philippines. Dr. Lina Garan, the CEO of the Cagayan 
State University (CSU) in Sanchez Mira put in a request for 
assistance to write a proposal for the funding of a Honey Bee 
Interpretive Center. In the early 1990’s the CSU was designated 
as a Regional Apiculture Training Center and received a small 
grant from the Canadian International Development Agency 
(CIDA) to establish beekeeping in the region. Building on 
this original initiative, Dr. Garan has brought beekeeping in 
Northern Luzon to the next level. 

The National Apiculture Research Training and Development 
Institute (NARTDI), based in La Union at the Don Mariano 
Marcos Memorial State University (DMMMSU) has been 

Bees Around the World: Interpreting Bees in the Philippines

This building was made available to establish the Honeybee 
Interpretive Centre for the Cagayan State University, Sanchez 
Mira.

Lina Garan, CEO Cagayan State University inspects the bees. Veils 
are rarely used in the Philippines due to the passive temperament 
of the bees in this climate!

The development of the Honeybee Interpretive Centre progressed 
quickly with the painting completed and the construction of the 
furnishings under way.

The students eagerly inspect the frames in search of the queen. 



      VOLUME 27, #2  SUMMER 2011   13

instrumental in developing beekeeping 
throughout the Philippines since 1991. 
Headed by Dr. Apolonio Sito, this 
organization has partnered with CESO 
to implement a unique development 
strategy to assist the beekeeping industry 
in 7 regions of the country. Blessed with 
the presence of five species of honey bees, 
in addition to Trigona species (stingless 
bees), the Philippines has the potential 
to develop many interesting facets of 
apiculture. Working closely with the 
State Universities, NARTDI supplies the 
training and the honey bee stock (Apis 
mellifera) to the regional centers. In 2009 
CESO signed a multi-year agreement 
with NARTDI  to address improvements 
to honey bee management, increase 
the level of staff expertise, and provide 

funding for education and equipment.
To date, CESO has sent seven 

Canadian Volunteer Advisors on 
assignments to assist NARTDI with the 
training of staff and local beekeepers 
in colony management, value-
added product development and the 
construction of beekeeping equipment. 
My particular assignment to write a 
proposal for the development of the 
Honey Bee Interpretive Center at CSU 
proved to be a fascinating and dynamic 
experience in international beekeeping 
development. The process of writing 
the proposal was collaborative as I 
was working with the faculty of the 
university, drawing on the individual 
expertise of the Department Heads of 
Science, Education and Administration. 
Not only did we successfully complete 
the project proposal but we also identified 
an existing building to house the 
interpretive center. Work has commenced 
on preparing the facility with fresh paint 
and new furnishings. Cabinets to display 
the information have been built and the 
development of educational materials is 
in process.

In addition to conducting a hands-
on training with the students enrolled 
in the Apiculture Course, I had the 
opportunity to visit honey hunters on 
Palaui Island, situated off the north coast 
of Luzon. Harvesting approximately 
one hundred colonies of Apis dorsata 
annually, this community benefits from 
the sale of 400 liters of rich and delicious 
tropical honey. Augmenting the sale of 
honey, these traditional honey hunters 
also enjoy the nutritional benefits of 
the protein rich brood. Unfortunately, 
the harvesting of entire colonies may 

be having a detrimental effect on the 
long term survival of this species on 
the island. To address this issue we are 
attempting to convince the honey hunters 
to “manage” colonies by harvesting only 
the honey storage areas of the combs 
along with a small portion of the brood 
nest. Hopefully, with further training 
and assistance provided by the CESO 
Volunteer Advisors, the honey hunters 
will adopt more sustainable harvesting 
practices. 

Beekeeping in the Philippines has 
many challenges ahead. The widespread 
presence of Varroa mites has created the 
need for the use of miticides. Resistance 
within the mite population has already 

Beyond the rice paddy and deep into the tropical forest awaits the 
bounty of rich delicious honey on the island of Palaui.

Apis dorsata are usually found nesting high up in the canopy of 
the tropical forest. Honey hunters fearlessly climb to the tops 
of the trees to harvest the nests.

Harvesting honey 100 feet above the 
forest floor is no easy task!

Blue tailed bee-catcher.
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appeared and the usefulness of many of the treatments has 
fallen by the wayside. Formic acid and oxalic acid are now 
utilized to some extent but, similar to our situation, their 
effectiveness is variable. Presently queens are imported from 
Hawaii and Australia, partly due to the lack of training in queen 
rearing techniques but largely due to the dreaded Blue Tailed 
Bee Eaters! 

Merops philippinas has proven to be the major predator of 
honey bees throughout the Philippines. Primarily feasting on 
all hymenoptera species as their main diet, Bee Eaters find the 
abundance of bees supplied by colonies of Apis mellifera an 
opportunity not to be missed. Perching en masse in trees close 
to apiaries these birds greatly diminish the forager populations 
quickly, leaving colonies which appear to have swarmed with 
only young bees in the brood nest and short supplies of nectar 
and pollen. The development of the queen rearing industry 
has been severely hampered due to the appetite of these avian 
invaders. Virgin queens and plump mature drones do not stand 
a chance to procreate with the presence of these birds in the 
vicinity, and upon the establishment of an apiary, it is not too 
long before Blue Tailed Bee Eaters are found. Strategies to 
control this predator are being investigated by NARDTI but 

to date there have been few solutions. Attempts at controlling 
their numbers have been futile due to the large endemic 
populations and the abundance of habitat. Scare balloons seem 
to be effective, if perhaps only temporarily. Hopefully further 
investigative research solutions will be found to protect honey 
bees from this voracious predator and selected sites can be 
identified where queen rearing can be developed.

Dr. Garan’s insight into the potential for apiculture 
development in Northern Luzon will be realized with the 
establishment of the Honey Bee Interpretive Centre at CSU, 
Sanchez Mira. The opportunities for the education of students, 
the general public and beekeepers in the region will be 
enhanced and with an applied research program, solutions will 
be found to address some of the obstacles to beekeeping in the 
Philippines. 

Author’s note: If any of the bee clubs are interested 
in contributing to the library fund for the Cagayan State 
University please contact jamesmacdonald@telus.net For 
further anecdotes from another one of our beekeepers who 
headed down to the Philippines as a volunteer to help with this 
project, see Kerry Clark's regional report near the end of this 
issue.  ❀

Reprinted with permission from the BBC 
online news service, from an article 
posted on March 24, 2011.

Woodpeckers have been adding to the 
honey bee’s decline in Nottinghamshire, 
say the county’s beekeepers.

The beekeepers say the hard winter 
has forced woodpeckers to find food in 
apiaries, where beehives are kept.

Nottinghamshire beekeepers 
discovered the birds were boring through 
hives to feed on lava grubs and even the 
bees themselves.

The UN recently warned that the 
threat to the honey bee was now a global 
phenomenon. The reasons range from 
declines in flowering plants to the use of 
damaging insecticides and the worldwide 
spread of pests and air pollution. Without 
the honey bee scientists have said there 
would be a worldwide food shortage.

In the UK, many beekeepers have 
reported the loss of hives due to low 
temperatures during the winter. The cold 
meant woodpeckers could not find food 
as freely as in previous milder winters. 
“Woodpeckers, bless them, were driven 
to resort to what they could get” 

“Last year was a particularly 
savage winter,” said Alison Knox, 
from the Nottinghamshire Beekeepers’ 
Association.

“So the woodpeckers, bless them, 
were driven to resort to what they could 
get.”

Mrs Knox added it was beekeepers 

using “out-apiaries”, where bees are kept 
at a location away from their homes, 
who were reporting the problem. “They 
wouldn’t see [the bees] from one week 
to the next and by the time they had 
got back to the hives the woodpeckers 

had done the damage,” said Mrs Knox. 
She said the woodpeckers could easily 
be dissuaded by hanging CDs from the 
apiaries. 

“Birds don’t tend to like shiny silvery 
things that move,” said Mrs Knox.  ❀

Harsh Winter in UK Impels Birds to Feed on Honey Bees
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Botulism spores are found many places in nature. These 
include in water, soil, dust, improperly processed foods, and 
even air. The spores are not harmful themselves, but in the 
absence of oxygen they germinate and the resultant bacteria 
produce a powerful toxin. Infant Botulism is caused by ingestion 
of spores of Clostridium botulinum 
which germinate, colonize and produce 
this neurotoxin in the intestinal tract 
of infants under one year of age. The 
more developed and acidic digestive 
systems of older children and adults 
generally destroy the spores or remove 
them from the system without causing 
any harm.

It is widely recommended that honey should not be fed to 
children under one year of age because botulism spores have 
been found in some samples of honey. The reasons why the 
spores are sometimes present in honey are unknown, but it is 
thought that honey bees may pick up spores from dirt and then 
carry them back to the hive. Pasteurization of honey does not 
destroy the spores as the temperatures used in the process are 
not high enough to kill them.

There have been rare cases of infant botulism reported in 

Canada - 26 cases in the past 30 years. Health Canada does 
not require honey producers to put a warning on honey labels 
because the occurrences of infant botulism are so rare and those 
cases have not necessarily been linked to honey. Canadian 
honey producers participated in a national survey in 2001-

2002 with Dr. John Austin who is the 
botulism specialist for Health Canada. 
Dr. Austin found no botulism spores 
of concern in Canadian honey. The 
frequency of samples with spores and 
the spore levels were at such a low level 
that it was deemed safe (see Hivelights 
vol. 18 #3). 

Nevertheless, honey producers should to be prepared to 
answer questions responsibly about infant botulism and honey. 
No one should advocate the use of honey for children under one 
year of age. There may also be an opportunity to educate your 
consumers on the many health benefits of honey for anyone 
over one year of age!  ❀

Resources:
The University of Florida Faculty of Extension has a good 

paper on the web: <http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/aa142> which is 
referenced from here.

4 - 55 - 9th Avenue S.E.
High River, Alberta T1V 1E6

Telephone 403-652-4441  Fax 403-652-3692
info@medivet.ca    www.medivet.ca

From Bee Supply Dealers or
Medivet Pharmaceuticals Ltd.

Your First Choice

  For Healthy Bees

FUMAGILIN – B
OXYTET–25 • FOUL BROOD MIX

APISTAN/CHECKMITE+
FORMIC ACID • BEE-REPEL

SAFETY EQUIPMENT FOR OXALIC ACID
OPTIMISER APPLICATOR FOR O.A.

BEE SHAKERS

Helping your BEES SURVIVE the winter

a Innovative Weather Protection for Beehives

          a Water Repellent and Hydrophobic Insulation 

	        a Breathable, Durable and Washable 

                

To order please call  
toll free 877- 351-2211 

or email 
winterbeewrap@gmail.com

Just wrap your hive in one of our innovative WinterBee™  

thermo-wraps and help bees stay warm in the coldest weather.

Botulism Backgrounder

...it is thought that honey 
bees may pick up spores from 

dirt and then carry them 
back to the hive...
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Promoting and encouraging beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920

BCHPA AGM 2011
October 20 - 23

Delta Vancouver Airport Hotel, Richmond BC

Thursday, October 20th

Registration opens
Wine and cheese Social in the evening

Friday October 21st

BCHPA Business Day Meeting
Trade Show Opens

Saturday, October 22nd

First Educational Day (Speakers)
Trade Show
Hone Contest
Banquet with Entertainment
Silent Auction

Sunday, October 23rd

Second Education Day (Speakers)
Trade Show closes at noon
Conference closes approximately 4:30 p.m

Entertainment • Trade Show • Silent Auction
Door Prizes • Honey Contest

and much more!

Register Now!
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Bee roads to act as main routes for pollinators
April 12, 2011 from The Co-operative website www.co-operative.coop.

The Co-operative today (April 12) launched an ambitious project to instigate a 
series of “Bee Roads” across the country which will act as food-rich main routes for 
pollinators.

As part of its extended £750,000 Plan Bee campaign, The Co-operative will help 
identify and convert corridors of land to create and secure habitats for pollinators.

By encouraging and supporting landowners to create wildflower meadows, 
the Bee Roads will promote species such as Lesser Knapweed, Field Scabious, 
Birdsfoot Trefoil and Red Clover, which are becoming increasingly rare in the British 
countryside. These wildflowers will offer a rich habitat for a host of pollinators such 
as honeybees, hoverflies, butterflies and moths to find the nectar and pollen they need.

The Co-operative and its partner Buglife will create the first Bee Roads in 
Yorkshire, where farmers and other landowners will sow wildflowers in two long 
rows that will eventually stretch north to south and east to west across the county.

By demonstrating the benefits of reinstating 5 hectares of lost wildflower meadows 
in Yorkshire, it is hoped this £60,000 pilot project will be emulated in other counties 
across the country, reversing the decline in pollinator numbers.

Paul Monaghan, Head of Social Goals at The Co-operative said: “The UK has lost 
an alarming 97 per cent of its wildflower meadows since the 1930s and this has had a 
major impact on pollinator numbers. The number of honeybees in the UK has halved 
in the last 25 years, and three quarters of butterfly species and two thirds of moths 
have seen population declines since the 1970’s.

“Given that honeybees alone pollinate a third of the food we eat, a further decline 
in their numbers could have a devastating impact on our diets in the long run.”

“By setting up these ‘Bee Roads’ we hope to make life easier for all pollinators and 
reverse their alarming decline.”

In recognition of the key role that wildflower habitats play in sustaining pollinators, 
The Co-operative’s Plan Bee is also giving away a further 300,000 packets of 
wildflower seeds in 2011. 

Plan Bee also includes supporting the native British bee, encourages the growth of 
urban beekeeping and takes action on pesticide usage and is an integral part of The Co-
operative’s Ethical 
Operating Plan 
which was launched 
in February.   

The Co-operative 
is a UK-based 
consumer co-op. 
Plan Bee is an on-
going campaign, 
worth over 
£750,000, to help 
reverse the decline 
of the UK honeybee 
population and other 
at risk pollinators 
such as bumblebees, 
butterflies and 
moths. 

❀

Wildflower Corridors for Pollinators
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As we all know, British Columbia 
is a large province with many different 
climactic zones. This makes it a 
wonderfully varied and spectacular place 
to live, but this variation presents some 
challenges. Driving through a blizzard 
from the lower mainland over the 
Coquihalla might make you question what 
tires you have on your vehicle. Knowing 
when to plant your tomatoes or if you 
actually can plant tomatoes outdoors is 
a critical question. In beekeeping there 
are important dates that you need to be 
aware of which can make or break your 
operation. These dates can mean the 
difference between making a large surplus 
honey crop or having swarms running for 
the woods. As all experienced beekeepers 
come to realize you can get a feel for 
what is happening with your colonies by 
watching the weather and progression of 
the local flora. The start of the fruit tree 
bloom is an especially crucial date in 
terms of swarm management. Depending 
on where you live your bees should be 
ramping up to swarm around this time, 
and it will only take you one season to 
realize when it happens.

This year seems to be a late one across 
the whole province, so although this is the 
summer issue you might be right in the 
middle of swarm management. If you are 
lucky enough to live in the southernmost 
parts of the province, perhaps swarming 
has run its course and you might look 
to this article from the BC Ministry of 
Agriculture for next year. 

The decisions you make for your 
colonies at this time can greatly affect the 
outcome of your honey crop. So although 
many management techniques exist 
perhaps it is time to rethink your options 
in order to maximize the potential of 
your colonies. Also, not mentioned 
in this Ministry report, there is great 
promise at this time of year to cut back 
on the Varroa mite loads in your colonies 
without the use of miticides. Any time 
the brood cycle is interrupted, the Varroa 
reproduction cycle is disrupted as well. 
If you can choose or adapt a method to 
remove the older workers (with phoretic 
mites) and queen, and leave the brood 
and young workers to raise a new queen, 
both colonies will benefit from the break 
in mite reproduction. This is an exciting 
time of year, and it is a challenge to find 
the best balance for your colonies.

What ever plan you decide to take, 
quickly checking your colonies weekly 
or every ten days is always good practice 
in the early season in order to get a feel 
for what their tendencies might be.

Swarming: Factsheet # 404 from the 
B.C. Ministry of Agriculture website, 
Apiculture Branch

Copyright © 2010, Province of 
British Columbia

Swarming is a natural method of honey 
bee colonies to reproduce, resulting in the 
creation of a new honey bee colony in 
addition to the established colony.

Causes of swarming
* Crowding - too many bees, food 

stores and no cell space for the queen to 
lay eggs in.

* April-May (June in the North) is 
swarming season and healthy colonies 
develop strong swarm impulse.

* Inclement weather - crowded bees 
confined by cold, wet weather will build 
queen cells and swarm out on the first 
sunny, warm day. All colonies in similar 
condition will swarm as soon as weather 
becomes favorable.

* Large amount of drone brood in 
early spring is a precursor to strong 
swarm impulse.

Catching the swarm
A swarm generally emerges from the 

hive between 11:00AM and 1:00PM 
and settles close to the apiary for several 

hours. Allow the swarm to cluster for 
at least 30 minutes before placing the 
swarm in a super with ten combs, bottom 
board and hive cover.

Examine the new colony every week 
to two weeks from mid May to late June. 
Look for disease, brood abundance, 
brood pattern and overall condition of the 
colony. Add room where necessary, cut 
queen cells, or divide, to prevent other 
swarms from emerging.

Hived swarms may go hungry when 
there is little forage after establishment. 
When feeding sugar syrup, add antibiotics 
as a precautionary measure. (Note: this is 
the ONLY time where preventative use of 
antibiotics is recommended).

In case where the origin of the swarm 
is unknown and disease may be present, 
the newly established colony should 
be placed in a separate apiary first and 
examined regularly for disease.

Management of swarms
The type of management depends on 

whether the main goal is a full honey 
crop or an increase of colony numbers.

For maximum honey crop, return the 
swarm to the parent colony. The colony 
will be practically as strong as before 
swarming.

* Place two or three drawn out combs 
in an empty super and place on top of 
the parent colony, separated by a queen 
excluder. Dump the bees in and cover.

* When the bees have settled down, 

Swarming: Methods and Management Strategies



      VOLUME 27, #2  SUMMER 2011   19

examine the combs in the top super for 
the queen. Place the queen in a cage.

* Examine all the frames from the 
brood nest of the bottom colony for queen 
cells. Destroy all except one.

* If the old (caged) queen is worth 
saving, a small nucleus consisting of two 
combs of brood and adhering bees can be 
made for her accommodation.

  * Capture any subsequent swarms and 
return to the old hive by simply shaking 
the bees in front of the hive entrance. 
Only one young queen will survive and 
the bees will no longer attempt to swarm. 
If they do swarm again, repeat this step.

To increase colony numbers
* Divide all the brood combs into 

nuclei, consisting of two frames of brood 
(covered with bees) and a queen cell 
each.

* Place the swarm with the old queen 
in the old hive on ten frames of foundation 
or drawn out combs, replacing the supers 
as before.

 * Decrease the entrances to prevent 
robbing.

Swarm Prevention
Colonies with young queens and with 

sufficient space in the brood chamber and 
honey supers rarely develop swarms.

 * Divisions made for swarm control 
only, can be reunited just before the main 
nectar flow by creating one strong colony. 
When examining the colony, rearrange 
or cull poor brood combs. Combs in the 
brood chambers must not contain large 
areas of drone cells. Place these frames 

in honey supers and cull them as soon as 
possible. (Cut out the comb and replace 
with a clean sheet of foundation).

 * Clipping Queens - Some beekeepers 
clip one of the wings of old queens to 
prevent swarming. This will provide only 
temporary swarm control because the 
bees will wait for a new queen to emerge 
and then swarm. CAUTION: Never clip 
the wings of a virgin queen as she must 
still be mated.

* Cutting Queen Cells - Tip the second 
brood chamber and examine the bottoms 
of the frames. Swarm cells are easily 
detected. A few puffs of smoke along 
the frame bottom bars will drive the bees 
up into the super and will help to reveal 
queen cells for cutting. Most hives will 

build swarm cell cups along the bottom 
bars, but these do not necessarily indicate 
the urge to swarm unless eggs are present. 
To further examine the combs, shake bees 
off and remove all queen cells.

* Demareeing – Place a new super 
of nine empty combs onto the old hive 
stand. Find the queen and place her and 
the comb into the middle of the new 
super. Cover the super with a queen-
excluder, and then add a super of empty 
comb, queen excluder, a super containing 
capped brood, and a super of young or 
uncapped brood. All queen cells should 
be destroyed. Seven to eight days later, 
check the combs in the raised supers only 
and destroy any queen cells.

* The Rauchfuss Swarm Control 
Plan - Add a second super as soon as 
more room is needed in the spring. At 
the beginning of the main honey flow, 
insert a queen excluder, honey super and 
another queen excluder between the two 
brood chambers. Eight or nine days later 
quickly check the top super for the queen. 
If she is in the upper super, cover and set 
on a separate bottom board. If there are 
no eggs or larvae, the queen must be in 
the bottom super. Remove the bottom 
super and replace with the upper one. 
Destroy the queen cells in the bottom 
super and introduce a young laying 
queen. Alternatively, one queen cell can 
be left to allow the colony to re-queen by 
itself, but it is better to introduce a young, 
laying queen. As a rule, this method 
prevents any further swarming for the 
season.

❀
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Bee sensor picks up queen bee’s 
farewell vibes
Posted on the New Scientist on Feb. 16 
by Catherine Brahic
Reprinted in accordance with the 
reproduction rules of the website.

Time for a new hive? The 
accelerometers that detect motion in 
smartphones have been turned into 
listening devices for predicting when a 
queen honeybee will desert her old hive, 
an event known as “swarming”.

Swarming can be bad news for 
beekeepers. When a queen bee departs, 
she takes half the hive with her, leaving 
a weaker hive behind. With advance 
warning, it’s possible to set up a “bait” 
hive, to lure in the departing bees, but 
if the events are not managed properly, 
swarming can mean half the hive is lost 
entirely.

Martin Bencsik’s team at Nottingham 
Trent University, UK, embedded 
accelerometers into the back wall of two 

hives to detect the motion caused by 
the buzzing insects. They hooked their 
sensors up to a computer to monitor 
changes in the hives’ vibrations over five 
months.

“The method relies on the computer 
learning the language of the buzzing 
hives,” says Bencsik. The team found 
several signals in the vibrations – for 
instance, vibrations peak at sunrise – 
which could be used to monitor the health 
of a colony. Crucially, about 10 days 
before swarming, the hives produced a 
distinct vibration.

Others have tried to monitor hives 
using microphones without much 
success, but Bencsik’s device would be 
useful if he can prove it works on a large 
scale, says Tim Lovett of the British 
Beekeepers’ Association, which has 
considered developing a similar one that 
would automatically deliver an alert – by 
phone or email for instance – before a 
hive swarms.

Bencsik and his team now intend to 
expand the study. “We want to see if 
each hive has its own language,” he says, 
created by different hive structures, or 
bee species. The clincher would then 
be whether his computer program can 
learn each of these languages and deliver 
reliable alerts.

Journal reference: Computers 
and Electronics in Agriculture, DOI: 
10.1016/j.compag.2011.01.004  ❀

The Invention of a Swarm Warning Device?

from A Book of Bees 
by Sue Hubbell

In the excerpt you are about to 
read, the author, a beekeeper, has 
been called by her neighbor to take 
care of a swarm which has landed 
near his mailbox in a tree. The 
author has brought along a single 
hive body stapled to a bottom 
board, inside of which she has 
placed a feeder and eight frames 
of worked comb to attract the bees. 
She has also brought a white sheet, 
which she lays on the ground in 
front of the hive so that as the bees 
walk along the ground to get into 
the hive, she will be able to see the 
queen and make sure she is present.

“My neighbor and his family gathered at a distance to watch....
The thousands of bees, even though they were marching along 
at a steady clip, took quite a long time to go into the hive. My 
neighbors at first found it comical that I had somehow induced 
the bees to walk into the hive on their own, but soon they grew 
bored. They had expected something more lively. They had 
assumed I would do something, not just sit there on a hive and 
watch the bee parade. My neighbors had long since left when 

I finally spotted the queen stepping 
briskly across the white sheet. She 
was a beautiful golden yellow with 
three stylish black stripes, marking 
her as an Italian. She disappeared 
into the hive. I got up and stretched. 
It took a bit longer for the rest of the 
bees to follow her in. Then I shoved 
the entrance screen into place and 
stapled it. I put the hive into the 
pickup and drove home, where 
I unloaded it out in back by the 
woodlot. Tomorrow morning, I’ll fill 
the feeder full of sugar syrup to give 
these bees a start. In a week’s time, 
I’ll medicate them and check to see 
what kind of an egg-laying pattern 
the queen has made, before I decide 
whether to let her live or replace 
her. I hope she is still a good queen 

- I shouldn’t like to have to kill such a beauty. A friend who 
keeps bees stopped over at day’s end for a drink. We sat up on 
the deck of the barn loft and watched the sun go down. I told 
him about the swarm and the beautiful queen. We talked about 
how odd and special it is to develop an affection for bugs. He 
laughed and proposed a toast. ‘To the queen!’ 

‘Long may she live!’ I responded. And then we watched the 
sun disappear behind the trees.”  ❀

Book Excerpt: Capturing a Swarm
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Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing

Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill
Box 100  Phone: 306-725-4820
Bulyea, Saskatchewan  Fax: 306-725-3193
SOG 0L0  www.lambacres.ca

Parmak solar fencers reconstruction

K e t t l e  V a l l e y  Q u e e n s

4880 WELL ROAD • GRAND FORKS, B.C. V0H 1H5

Queens ~ April - September            Nucs ~ April - June
Elizabeth & Terry Huxter  (250) 442-5204   Email: lizandterry@gmail.com

Breeding sustainable stock today for a brighter future

Top level laboratory research showing that low levels of 
systemic pesticides are impacting honey bee health are not 
being repeated in the field.

By Alan Harman
Reprinted with permission from ‘Catch the Buzz’.
Dr. Jeff Pettis, research leader at the USDA-ARS Bee 

Research Laboratory in Beltsville, MD., tells British Members 
of Parliament his research doesn’t explain bee losses seen in 
the U.S. Pettis was the first researcher to suggest a possible 
link between insecticides called neonicotinoids and bee deaths.

 “The lab study certainly seemed very clear that low levels 
of pesticides were impacting on honey bee health,” Pettis told 
the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Science and Technology 
in Agriculture at the House of Parliament in London.

“But when we look in the field we don’t see the same results. 
Even in those colonies that were exposed to low levels in the 
field, we’re not seeing outbreaks of the gut parasite pathogen 
that we saw in the lab.”

The MPs were looking at the continuing controversy into 
the systemic pesticides called neonicotinoids that can enter 
every part of the plant, including the pollen and nectar.

  Pettis said he has found bees are more vulnerable to 
infections by the nosema parasite when they are in contact 
with microscopic doses of imidacloprid, the most popular 
neonicotinoid, manufactured by the German agribusiness giant 
Bayer.

 “Pesticide is an issue, but it is not the sole driving issue,” he 
said.    Poor nutrition and pathogens are also a problem.

“We can’t just point to any one single factor as being the 
dominant thing in the decline in honey bee health. Of late, it 
seems that this has been the dominant issue, that pesticides are 
driving everything in bee health.

 “I think there’s more of what I call the 3-P principle – poor 
nutrition, pesticides and pathogens. Those three things are 
interacting greatly. Nutrition is the foundation of good bee 
health, and certainly there’s some pesticide exposure going on, 
but it varies widely over time and space. And the pathogens in 
my opinion are often acting secondarily. But it’s the interaction 
of these three. You get three of them lined up then surely you’ll 
have bees in poor health. Even the combination of any two 
could be problematic.

 “My own view is that pesticides are one of the major issues 
confronting pollinators, but not the driving issue in honey bee 
health.

 “The reason I am conducting research on the neonicotinoid 
group is that they have a new route of exposure to bees, through 
pollen and nectar, and I continue to be concerned about their 
potential negative impacts on pollinators.”

Pettis said his research also found that bees in areas of 
intensive agriculture are suffering from poor nutrition compared 
with bees with a diverse diet, and this then compounded other 
problems, such as infection with the gut parasite nosema.

“It is about the interaction of different factors, and we need 
to study these interactions more closely,” he said.

Pettis tells the MPs that he and Penn State University 
researcher Dennis van Engelsdorp had discovered the bees 
have the capability to detect pesticide residues in the pollen.

   Once they bring the pollen back to the hive and detect 

pesticide residues, they isolate it from the other pollen in the 
colony.

    They use propolis to seal up wax cells full of pollen to put 
it out of use and protect the rest of the hive from their contents. 
The pollen stored in the sealed-up cells was found to contain 
dramatically higher levels of pesticides and other potentially 
harmful chemicals than the pollen stored in neighboring cells, 
which is used to feed growing young bees.

 “This is a novel finding, and very striking,” Pettis said. 
“The implication is that the bees are sensing the pesticide and 
actually sealing it off. They are recognizing that something is 
wrong with the pollen and encapsulating it. Bees would not 
normally seal off pollen.”

But he said the bees’ attempt to save themselves appears to 
be unsuccessful because the sealed off pollen is found in many 
hives that subsequently die off.

  “The presence of entombing was the biggest single 
predictor of colony loss in one of our studies,” Pettis said. “It’s 
a defense mechanism that has failed.” 

He said these colonies were likely to already be in trouble 
and their death could be attributed to a mix of factors in 
addition to pesticides. The bees that entomb the cells are not 
the bees collect pollen from plants, but are rather likely the 
housekeeping bees. Pettis said it appears the pollen-collecting 
bees can not detect high levels of pesticides, but the pollen 
underwent subtle changes when stored.

A lack of microbial activity compared with pollen that has 
fewer pesticide residues may be involved in triggering the 
entombing effect.

Pettis said the bees are also sealing off pollen that contains 
substances used by beekeepers to control pests such as the 
Varroa mite, a sign these substances may also be harmful to 
bees.

   “Beekeepers – and I am one – need to look at ourselves in 
the mirror and ask what we are doing when we use chemicals 
to control parasitic mites,” he said. “It’s a balancing act. If 
you do not control the parasite, bees die. If you control the 
parasite, bees will live but there are side-effects. This has to be 
managed.”    ❀

Pesticide Entombing by Honey Bees
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Honey Ice Cream 
Yield: approximately 1.5 litres

Ingredients:
500ml whipping (35%) cream
500ml whole milk, or half-and-half 

cream for a richer taste
150ml to 180ml strongly-flavoured 

honey, such as from cappings 
8 egg yolks
tiny pinch of salt, optional

Method
1. Scald together cream, milk and 

lesser amount of honey in heavy bot-
tomed sauce pan.

2. Whisk egg yolks with salt, if us-
ing, until slightly thickened; temper with 
small amount of hot cream mixture.

3. Add tempered yolks back to rest 
of cream mixture. Cook, stirring con-
stantly, on medium-low until mixture is 
just thick enough to coat the back of a 
wooden spoon. Test by dragging finger 
across the back of a spoon coated with 
hot custard: if mixture holds bead, it is 
ready. Alternatively, cook to 180°F as 
tested with probe thermometer.

4. Immediately strain mixture through 
fine mesh sieve into glass or non-reactive 
metal bowl. Set bowl into larger bowl 
filled with ice water. Stir occasionally to 
prevent skin from forming, or press plas-
tic wrap into surface of custard.

5. Adjust sweetness to taste with more 
honey. Remember that mixture will not 
taste as sweet once frozen.

6. Refrigerate until very cold, at least 
4 hours or overnight.

7. Freeze in ice cream maker accord-
ing to manufacturer's instructions. Con-
versely, freeze in shallow dish or ice cube 

trays until almost frozen. Place chunks or 
cubes in food processor and process until 
smooth and thick, scraping down sides. 
Freeze until firm. 

8. Serve scoops with honey tuiles (see 
next recipe) and fresh seasonal berries or 
roasted apples or pears in season.

*Variation: steep cream with lavender 
or lemon thyme to impart pleasant herbal 
flavour to ice cream or stir in honey-can-
died nuts at end of freezing process.

Honey Tuiles

Yield: 1.5 litres

Ingredients:
240 g  unsalted butter, melted
360 g  honey
400 g  icing sugar, sifted
360 g  all-purpose flour

Method:
Combine butter and honey. Sift in ic-

ing sugar, working with spatula to cream 
mixture. Add flour, mixing well. Cover 

Featured chef Ali Howard currently resides in Smithers B.C. and spent 4 years as 
the chef at The Cliffs at Kispiox Bear Claw Lodge where she treated the guests to a 
dazzling array of amazing foods. She did her training at the Stratford Chef School 
in Ontario and worked at Avalon in Toronto, The Old Prune in Stratford, and Beckta 
in Ottawa. Her siblings Chris and Monica here in B.C. own a treeplanting company, 
E.L.F. Silviculture Consulting, for which she worked some summers as camp cook 
and became quite famous as the best treeplanting cook in silviculture history. Rumor 
has it that it was not entirely unusual for the planters to wake up to freshly baked 
chocolate croissants in the morning! Recently she and her siblings purchased and 
are running the health food store in Smithers, 'Nature's Pantry', where Ali hopes to 
provide a venue for the sale of local produce. She has also expressed interest in car-
rying more local honeys and beekeepers in the area are working on providing her 
with some!

Ali is perhaps more famous, however, for her 2009 swim of the entire Skeena 
river, from the  source in the Sacred Headwaters, Southeast of the Spatsizi Plateau, 
to the mouth at the Pacific Ocean, in 26 days, to raise awareness about threats to the 
health of the watershed. Ali is a versatile and accomplished woman! She has provided 
us with a great recipe for the summer months, and a variation that will allow even 
people without the fancy equipment to try to make it.

Ali used this recipe at a benefit dinner last fall in the Kispiox to raise money for 
the Kispiox Community Hall which was in need of renovations; it was a farm to table 
dinner where nearly all of the ingredients used were locally sourced and donated for 
the cause.

Honey Ice Cream with Honey Tuiles and fresh berries



      VOLUME 27, #2  SUMMER 2011   23

Bee Culture
THE MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN BEEKEEPING

Get Digital Bee Culture Magazine 
On Your Computer

Save Lots of Postage 
and Weeks of Time

Or check it out on our web page at
www.BeeCulture.com
Do it Today and SAVE!

Send check to: 
Bee Culture Magazine

623 Liberty, Medina OH 44256 or call 
330-725-6677, Ext. 3220 with credit card

Only $15.00 US

Ash Apiaries
Custom packed

“Creamed Honey”

• Any size or amount
• Your honey or ours
• Labeled
• Palletized and shrink wrapped

Call Bryan, Grant or Brent
Tel: 204-548-2036
Fax: 204-548-2112

www.ashapiaries.com

and let rest in refrigerator at least 90 
minutes. Using palette knife or spatula, 
spread thinly on baking sheet lined with 
parchment paper. Use a stencil if desired; 
one can be easily made by cutting a shape 
out of a yogurt lid. Bake tuiles in a 300°F 
oven until golden, about 6 to 10 minutes 
depending on size and thickness. Cook-
ies can be shaped while still warm. Ex-
periment with draping them over rolling 
pin, or even forming cones if cream horn 
mould is available. Cookies will keep in 
airtight container for 2 days. Batter will 
keep, refrigerated, for up to 5 days. ❀

Method: Marinate bee larvae 8 hours in 1 cup sherry or white wine and 1 
clove garlic. 
Melt butter in double boiler and add flour, salt, pepper, herbs and mustard. 
Mix well and gradually add milk, stirring until sauce thickens. Add cheese 
until it melts and then remove from heat. Beat egg yolks until lemony in 
color and stir slowly into cheese sauce. Beat egg whites until stiff and fold 
cheese sauce into the whites. Layer bottom of 1-quart greased soufflé dish 
with bees and cover with sauce. Bake at 475°F for 10 minutes, then reduce 
to 400°F and bake 25 minutes longer.

Source: adapted from R.L. Taylor and B.J. Carater, Entertaining with 
Insects (Yorba Linda, Calif.: Salutek Publishing, 1992)

Honey Bee 
Soufflé

1/2 cup butter 
1/2 cup flour
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp pepper
1/4 tsp. dry or 1/2 tsp. fresh thyme
2 Tbsp. minced fresh parsley
2 Tbsp. minced green onions

pinch dry mustard
2 cups milk
1/2 pound extra old cheese, grated
6-8 eggs, separated
1/2 cup marinated bees
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Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia snce 1920

Queen Rearing Courses
for 2011

Abbotsford May 14th & 15th
Location: Campbell's Gold, 2595 Lefeuvre Road, Abbotsford B.C.

Hosts: Judy and Mike Campbell
Instructor - Heather Hugo

Registration - Limited to first 30
Cost $150.00 (includes Reference Material and Lunch both Days)

Mail registration and Cheque to:
BCHPA Work Shop 201, PO Box 1650, Comox B.C. V9M 8A2

Tappen June 11th & 12th
Location: Sweetacre Apiaries, 781 Abbington Lane, Tappen B.C.

Hosts: Bill & Larissa Stagg
Instructor - John Gates

Registration - Limited to first 20
Cost $150.00 (Includes Reference Material) Camping is available on site

A Pot Luck BBQ will be held Saturday evening.
Mail Registration and Cheque to:

John Gates, 1262 Round Lake Road, Armstrong B.C. V0E 1B5

Nanaimo June 18th & 19th
Location: Jinglepot Apiaries, 2262 E. Wellington Road, Nanaimo B.C.

Host: Sol Nowitz
Instructor: Sol Nowitz

Registration - Limited to first 30
Cost $150.00 (includes Reference Material and Lunch both Days)

Mail registration and Cheque to:
BCHPA Work Shop 201, PO Box 1650, Comox B.C. V9M 8A2
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by Brenda Jager
The British Columbia Bee 
Breeders’ Association 
(BCBBA) was formed in 
1987 as a division of 
the British Columbia 
Honey Producers’ 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
(BCHPA). Our 
intention is 
to encourage 
the local 
p r o d u c t i o n 
of quality 
queens, nucs 
and packages 
through the 
highest production 
standards supported 
by the free exchange 
of information and 
continuing education. 

The Duncan Assessment 
Yard (DAY) is our latest attempt 
to provide a service to our members and 
other BC beekeepers. The primary aim of the 
DAY project is to set up a yard to assess stocks in our local 
environment and to provide breeders with the best stock for 
local conditions. The secondary purpose of the project is to 
train breeders to effectively assess their own colonies and 
choose pest and disease resistant breeding stock. 

By pooling resources, regional beekeepers can minimize 
the loss of stock through experimentation and increase the 
likelihood of a number of successful new breeders. By 
increasing the number of queens assessed in the same apiary, 
breeders can choose the best queens to hybridize with their 
own stocks. This apiary is hopefully only the first of several 
cooperative assessment yards that could be set up throughout 
the province. 

Funding for this project was seeded by the BC Bee Breeders 
Association and the BC Honey Producers Association. 
Further funding has been provided by Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada through the Canadian Agricultural Adaptation 
Program (CAAP). In 
British Columbia, this 
program is delivered by 
the Investment Agriculture 
Foundation of BC. 

The project is in its 
infancy. The Duncan 
Assessment Yard will be 
hosted by Steve Mitchell. 
Steve is an accomplished 
beekeeper and recognized 
scientist. Steve received 
his Master of Science 
from the University of 

British Columbia and has worked 
for the University of Victoria’s 

Department of Biology, as 
a Lab Instructor, for 26 

years. He has been 
keeping bees since 

1973 and was a 
provincial Apiary 
Inspector for 
eleven years 
from 1980 to 
1991. Steve 
worked as 
a research 
t e c h n i c i a n 

for honey bee 
research at Simon 

Fraser University 
from 1982 to 

1985. For three 
years starting in 1992, 

Steve managed 50-100 
colonies for research purposes, 

assisting graduate students and post 
-doctoral fellows with field work. We are 

very lucky to have Steve with us for this project.
Steve is providing all of the equipment for the yard and has 

agreed to watch over the safety and maintenance of the bees. 
Participating breeders will be encouraged to volunteer with the 
hive management during the busy season. 

I have arranged the purchase of local packages from Hardie 
Honey and Jinglepot Apiaries. These units will be grown out 
until the test queens have been mated and arrive in Duncan in 
June. Then the package queens will be traded out. We plan to 
use a third each of local queens, Minnesota hybridized queens 
and Varroa Sensitive Hygiene (VSH) hybridized queens.  

In the late summer we will be scheduling a VSH assessment 
training workshop. This workshop will be delivered by an 
experienced assessor. Plans are also underway to deliver a 
microscope course for assessing Nosema and Tracheal mites. 
The third potential workshop will be in the field doing hygienic 
testing with liquid nitrogen and demonstrating and practising 
a standardized frame counting system that allows a basic 

comparison between hives. 
Plans are still being 

finalized for the workshops 
and information will be 
made available through 
the BCHPA website and 
announcements to bee clubs. 
Make sure our executive 
has your club’s correct 
contact information correct. 
With a bit of planning, the 
workshops could potentially 
become annual events 
throughout the province. ❀

DAY Project Announcement 
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At the outset, I must confess that marking queens was at 
the top of my procrastination list.  Academically, I was aware 
of the advantages of a marked queen, two of which are:  you 
know how old she is by the colour,  and you can certainly 
find her a lot easier. Truth be told, a little fear of damaging 
the queen, with even more fear of sticking my bare fingers in 
amongst all those workers, has held me back. I have managed 
to settle down and with bare fingers, pick up drones, but I have 
yet to be comfortable picking up one of my precious queens.  
Replacement queens are not all that easy to come by here in my 
part of the country.

While contemplating this queen marking situation, I first 
looked into buying a queen marking kit. One kit I looked at 
relied on catching the queen in a plastic tube. This tube had 
a screen on one end of the tube and a plunger with a piece of 
soft foam rubber to be pushed into the tube from the opposite 
end.  I assumed the idea was to push in the plunger to hold the 
queen against the screen so that she could be dabbed with a 
spot of paint through the screen.  At this point, I must confess 
to being cheap. I go out of my way to avoid buying anything I 
can build. As Bobby (my wife) will happily point out, I have, 
on more than one occasion, found that this is not always the 
smart way to go.

The idea of holding the queen with a screen as opposed to my 
holding her with my fingers seemed like a good idea. As well, 
not picking her up off the frame was a thought that added to my 
‘good idea’ mindset. A mental picture of a tool was beginning 
to form.  If I had dome shaped screen on the end of a handle, I 
could simply put it over the queen right on the comb and mark 
her with a dab of paint directly through the screen.  How to 
dome shape a piece of  screen was solved by our dog ‘Bee’ 
who collects golf balls, and left one lying in the yard (we do 
return them to the neighbours).  The handle for the screen was 
not going to be a problem. After watching the grandchildren 
finishing their popsicles, I could see two popsicle sticks would 
do the trick.
Tools & Supplies Needed:

 (see picture below)
1 – hammer & 1 staple 
gun
1 – golf ball
1 -  2”  short piece 
of plastic or steel 
pipe ( I used a plastic 
coupling)
2 – popsicle sticks
1 – 3” x 3”  - #8 screen 
(same as used for mite 
boards)

Making the Quickie 
Queen Marking 
Tool:
1. Place the screen 
on top of the pipe 

(centered). 
2. Place the golf ball on top of the screen. 
3. Hit the ball with the hammer so as to dent the screen about 
1/4” to 5/16”.
4. Remove the screen and sandwich the screen between the 
popsicle sticks.
5. Using a staple gun (1/4” staples), staple the sticks and 
screen together.
6. Bend over the protruding staples with the hammer.
7. Bend the popsicle handle up at an angle.
8. Use snips to round off the corners of the screen to make a 
circle.

The Finished Tool:

Using the Tool
Have some toothpicks, paint, and tool handy.  Find the 

frame with the queen on it and gently lower the screen over her.  
With a dab of paint (I use fingernail paint) on the toothpick, 
carefully place the small end of the painted toothpick through 
the screen, onto the queen’s thorax. Remove the screen after 
a few moments.  Suggestion: Practice the procedure on some 
drones until you become (like the gun fighter): first good, and 
then fast.
Queen Marking Colours: 
                          Year ends  in

Blue 0  or  5
 White 1  or  6
 Yellow          2   or  7
 Red 3  or   8
 Green 4  or   9       ❀

The Builders Corner
The Quickie Queen Marking Tool

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENTS

Portable Electric Systems • Electric nets complete with posts
General Farm • Horse • Wildlife Exclusion • Vineyard

The “ultimate” 
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Pakton Probe

The Ultimate In Power!
Patriot Solar 

Fence Controller

    Selection of SOLAR FENCE CONTROLLERS
complete with Battery and Panel for Small 
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higher voltage

The most powerful Solar 
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Bi-Polar * Fence Return * Ground Return
Systems to Combat Grounding Problems

(Other digital and 
light testers available)

FERRIS FENCING
 Toll free 1-800-665-3307  Tel. 250-757-9677 Fax:250-757-9670

 info@ferrisfencing.com  www.ferrisfencing.com
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Coast Canadian Inn - March 6, 2010 - 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

The meeting opened with a welcome by Stan Reist, 
President, BCHPA

Pauline Thompson, Gerry McKee and Blaine Hardy 
requested to add resolutions and John Gibeau requested to 
make a short presentation on commercialization of the BCHPA 
to the new business section of the agenda. Joe Lomond moved 
to adopt the agenda as distributed and with above additions. 
Seconded by Bill Stagg, carried

Jan Hardie moved to accept the 2010 AGM minutes as 
published in the Winter 2010 BeesCene with changes for the 
Boone, Hodgeson, Wilkinson Fund report as published in the 
February 2011 BeesCene. Seconded by Meg Paulson, carried. 

President’s Report
Stan Reist asked all to stand and give a few minutes of 

silence for those who can not be with us today. Stan then 
reported on the completion of the letter to the minister in 
response to the past resolutions at the AGM. He then reported 
that in his discussions with the Ministry he had been informed 
that the Bee Act had been repealed and placed under the 
Animal Control Act in its entirety seven years ago. The 
Ministry and the Association are planning to discuss the updat-
ing of the Bee Act regulations as part of updating all animal 
control regulations. 

Stan then reported on his attendance at the Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) workshop in Edmonton – it was an excel-
lent day with much information provided. He then related 
positive feedback on the formic application method MAQS 
for which many provinces are requesting emergency registra-
tion. The registration of liquid formic acid (65%) is underway 
and an emergency registration of the NOD Apiaries product 
MAQS will not interfere with this process. 

First Vice-President’s Report - Wayne Neidig reported on 
the success of the 5 well attended IPM courses offered over 
the last year. These included two queen rearing courses. Plans 
are underway to offer further IPM courses including more 
queen rearing. Wayne wishes to thank all the organizers of the 
Cranbrook meeting. The education day was excellent with top 
quality information from the speakers. 

Wayne then reported that the AGM and 2 education days 
will be held October 20-23.  Events are also planned for signif-
icant others – including a yoga class. The event will be held in 
Richmond at the Delta Vancouver Airport Hotel. There is lots 
of room for a large trade show and 13 speakers have already 
been booked. This year’s event will include a honey judging 
competition, so members are encouraged to study up on how to 
prepare their submissions. The BCHPA central executive will 
be hosting the event. 

Second Vice-President’s Report - Barry Denluck reported 
on his membership drive and media responsibilities. Barry has 
been working on a strategy to increase the benefits to members 

with a goal of encouraging new members. Part of this process 
is the building of a new and improved website that will speed 
up and improve the communications with members. 

BeesCene editor Diane Dunaway has resigned from her 
position and the executive is currently looking for a replace-
ment. Barry stated his thanks for all her work and her building 
of the current standards which has made the BeesCene a top 
quality publication in Canada. Barry reported on an opportu-
nity for the Association to negotiate with the Canadian Honey 
Council to coordinate joint printing and distribution which 
could save the Association $1000 a year. At this time the 
magazines will remain separate entities, but with none of the 
Provincial magazines in Canada covering their costs there is 
an offer to consider creating a single larger magazine for all of 
Canada. This will be discussed over the next few months.  

Secretary’s Report – Brenda Jager reported that 7 letters 
were sent from the executive since the AGM. The first was a 
response to a complaint letter by member Mark Pitcher that 
the Association was not communicating effective in a timely 
manner about Association business. The executive returned a 
letter agreeing that we could do much better and were work-
ing on just that issue. Other letters included: a support letter to 
Drs. Leonard Foster and Steve Pernal for their joint research 
project; thank you letters to Deputy Minister Lindsay Kislock 
and the Honourable Steve Thomson for their attendance at 
our AGM; an email submission to the Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency about our concern of Clothianidin residue 
in our Canadian soils and its effect on bees; a support letter 
to Investment Agriculture Foundation Chair Stuart Wilson 
confirming support of $2,000 to the Duncan Stock Assessment 
and Training Yard (DAY); and a letter to new Minister of 
Agriculture Honourable Ben Stewart to cover the needs of the 
AGM resolution. 

Brenda read the body of the letter sent to Minister Ben 
Stewart sent January 6, 2011. 

On behalf of the BCHPA board and membership I would 
like to congratulate you on your appointment as the Minister 
of Agriculture. The BCHPA represents individual beekeepers in 
the province and is the voice to the Canadian Honey Council 
for all BC beekeepers. We look forward to working with you to 
support the beekeeping industry in our Province. 

Your predecessor Minister Steve Thomson and ADM Lindsay 
Kislock were present at our October AGM in Cranbrook. 
Minister Thomson and Ms. Kislock apologized for the break-
down in communications between our organizations. They are 
likely to have informed you that a resolution was passed by 
the members at the October AGM that requires our executive 
to write this letter to inform the Ministry that the beekeepers 
of BC have lost confidence with the Apiculture Program and 
are seeking change, with more consultation, to enhance com-
munication and increase the sustainability of beekeeping in 
British Columbia 

The BCHPA members have some serious concerns and 
would like us to give you some history and outline areas of 
much needed work. We appreciate the recent phone calls and 

British Columbia Honey Producers Association
Semi-Annual Meeting – Kamloops
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availability of ADM Lindsay Kislock in her attempt to increase 
consultation. We would like to suggest regular quarterly meet-
ings – in person or via conference call – be scheduled between 
Ministry staff and the BCHPA executive. As business operators 
and beekeepers we need to have input into how regulations 
impacting our industry are being developed and changed. We 
bring our expertise of the field to assist in the essential dia-
logue required for good decisions and industry management.  

We would like to meet with you and your staff to address 
many issues including:

	 Ways to improve communications between the BCHPA 
and the Ministry to ensure beekeepers have a sense of partici-
pation in policy development and the formulation of regula-
tions including: regulations for the restriction of movement 
of bees; potential required health inspections for hives moved 
into communal pollination or mountain areas; spacing of com-
mercial apiaries; permits for out of province beekeepers and a 
general review of the Bee Act.
	 Potential changes to provincial regulations to allow 

pollination services income to be included as agricultural 
income as per tax assessment authority. 
	 Establishment of a Beekeeping Council to support 

research and other services to our membership.
	 Review of the Ministry of Agriculture’s disease and 

pest profile and the development of an accurate assessment of 
bees in BC.
	 A contingency plan for dealing with Small Hive 

Beatle.
The BCHPA has maintained an open door policy for dis-

cussions with the Ministry. We will continue to do so. We look 
forward to a meeting with you and your staff late in January or 
early February where the above topics and others may be dis-
cussed. We are hosting our semi-annual general meeting and 
education day on March 5-6 in Kamloops and hope to report 
back to our membership at that time. 

Sincerely, Stan Reist, President

Brenda also reported on the progress of the DAY project. 
The $4000 provided as seed money from the BC Bee Breeders 
and the BCHPA, in addition to the equipment contribution by 
Steve Mitchell were used to leverage a further $11,500 from 
the IAF fund. Brenda is currently working to organize the 
training opportunities and get the equipment ready. Training 
priorities will be for current and aspiring breeders and include 
firstly Varroa Sensitive Hygiene (VSH) assessment training, 
use of microscopes for Nosema and tracheal mite identifica-
tion and field assessments for hygienic behaviour and hive 
economic value. 

At this time Brenda read a letter from the Vancouver 
Island and Gulf Islands Coalition of Beekeepers that had been 
received that morning. The letter outlined the concerns and dis-
satisfaction of the beekeepers in how the Ministry responded 
to the large losses in 2009-10 and a lack of investigation to its 
causes. The letter then outlined the lack of consultation and 
perceived disregard towards the beekeepers on the island. The 
letter quoted documents received through a freedom of infor-
mation request which outlined a recommendation by bureau-
crats to avoid beekeeper concerns through meetings. The let-
ter’s contents were discussed and the President Reist clarified 
that the letter was not an official letter of the Association – it 
was read as correspondence from the Coalition which includes 

many beekeepers both members and non-members of the 
Association. 

Treasurer’s Report
Pauline Thompson reported the finances of the Association 

are in line for a break even budget this year. Paid up member-
ships are similar to previous years and are expected to meet 
the budgeted levels. There has been an issue with the insurance 
premium payment schedule changing, but it may simply be an 
administrative over site by the insurer. Pauline will be looking 
into the matter and reporting back. Current project commit-
ments are for the History of Beekeeping book, standardized 
Guide for New Beekeepers, Website redevelopment and the 
DAY project. 

Duaine Hardie moved to accept the treasurer’s report, sec-
onded by Blaine Hardie, carried. 

Canadian Honey Council Report – Gerry McKee report-
ed on the completion and availability of the Canadian Honey 
Council IPM pocket booklet for $6. Gerry is on the Stock 
replacement committee which has been working on the proto-
cols for importing queens from Hawaii now that there is a risk 
of SHB being shipped into Canada. Dr. Amy Snow’s work with 
the committee has created Best Practices protocols resulting in 
the reopening of the border. 

Gerry reported that the CHC executive has focused on the 
bottom line to ensure the CHC has a balanced budget. Also the 
retirement of CHC CEO Heather Clay has transitioned onto 
her replacement by Executive Director Rod Scarlett. Rod has 
been working on some negative media issues surrounding Bee 
Go residues in some barrels of Canadian Honey and Health 
Canada’s advertising of botulism in honey using a honey bear. 

TM

Our family owned brand was founded in 1884! 
Honey contracts are now being made!

CONTACT 
Ed Stubson or Diane Stubson

Call our toll free number 

1-877-437-9757 
or e-mail kiddbros@telus.net

K.B. Honey Processors Ltd. 
5312 Grimmer Street, Burnaby

Phone (604) 437-9757 Fax (604) 437-6789

powered by honey

Kidd Bros. Honey
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The main issue is that Health Canada failed to collaborate with 
the industry which would have allowed a balanced message 
to include all the excellent health benefits of honey for those 
persons over a year of age. 

CBISQT recommendations for the improved tracking and 
traceability of honey sources is being rewritten to become 
a more user friendly document. The procedures for quality 
control and traceability will initially be voluntary. CHC is 
also working on biosecurity regulations with government 
agencies. As part of this there is a survey being developed to 
gather information of beekeepers. The survey will provide a 
benchmark for going forward with best management practices 
for beekeeping.

Gerry then reported that Quebec is working to rejoin the 
CHC. They have not been a member since the reorganization. 
Finally, an initiative has begun to develop procedures for when 
new pests or diseases emerge in the environment. Having 
contingency plans and best practices protocols in line for their 
arrival will allow the industry some flexibility and predictabil-
ity for border closures. For example the Small Hive Beatle in 
the Essex area of Ontario should not necessarily disallow all 
Ontario beekeepers from crossing their hives into other prov-
inces for pollination services. 

Boone, Hodgeson, Wilkinson Fund – Ian Farber reported 
that the fund is continuing as per normal with the first 2011 
grant of $2500 committed to the next stage of the APIS proj-
ect. Ian sent condolences to Dr. Boone who is recovering from 
heart surgery. Dr. Boone is expected to be available for the 
AGM

Library and Education Report– Ian Farber stated that 
people are borrowing and returning materials. When asked he 
reported that he can send a list of materials via email when 
requested. His contact information is in the BeesCene. Ian 
then let everyone know that the Western Apiculture Society 
is holding its convention in September on the big island of 
Hawaii. The conference will address the issues of bee health. 
Two tours will be offered. Book your hotel by March 31st to 
get the lower rate. He has booked a direct flight out of Seattle 
via Alaska airlines for $471. 

Certified Producer Report – Duaine Hardie reported that 
there was no new program activity this past year. As Duaine 
has begun a full time position outside of beekeeping, he needs a 
replacement. The program requires testing to begin and adver-
tising needs to happen to promote BC honey to consumers. 
John Gibeau asked if there could be a new policy for allowing 
members to include their number on their own labels. Duaine 
suggested that there could be a new policy to allow producers 
that have passed through a probationary period to do so. 

Old Business
Strategic Plan update - Pauline Thompson invited the 

membership at the AGM to contact her regarding the Strategic 
Plan update. She received very little input, therefore the 
executive assumes that the current direction of the plan is okay 
with members. The Plan is on the website and executive will 
continue to take input. The updated plan will be ratified at the 
next AGM. 

Beginner Beekeeping Educational Curriculum – The 
funds for this initiative are still available, however key partici-
pants have had health issues and the process has ebbed. Lance 
will be rallying the troops to see if interest is still there. Paul 
van Westendorp has suggested that the ministry fact sheets 

may be used for the project. A renewed committee needs to 
be created.

Doug McCutcheon History of Beekeeping Book – Diane 
Dunaway is continuing to work on the completion of this proj-
ect and the executive expects Diane will have a manuscript 
ready for final approval before the fall. 

BC Agricultural Council – Due to budgetary constraints 
the executive has decided not to join this organization at this 
time. 

Day of the Honey Bee – Barry Denluck announced that we 
will again support this initiative with media releases and bro-
chures for clubs. Many participants of the Semi-annual were 
provided with the brochures. 

Dominion and Grimm – the Association received just over 
$300 from a purchasing incentive from BC beekeepers buying 
D&G selected products. The Association is grateful for the 
efforts by the D&G team for their efforts to provide support 
for our industry through this initiative. Discussion revealed 
that many beekeepers are purchasing their D&G products from 
Alberta. Blaine Hardie suggested that other suppliers were also 
showing willingness to reward support. 

Regional Representative Reports 
Most reps were not available for reports therefore input was 

requested from the floor. 
South Vancouver Island – Brian Scullion submitted a 

written report for reading. Brian reported that at this time the 
bees were much better than last year and that there were no 
signs of large losses yet. The winter seems to be continuing 
with high winds, freezing temperatures and snow. On the nice 
days the bees have been able to forage on pollen. Brian went 
on to state:

Interest in Bees has not been lost by the general public. 
They are on a roll and it promises to be another busy year for 
us, and for those that educate. Thanks to Bob Liptrot and Steve 
Mitchell for educating those in need of advanced honey bee 
knowledge, and a thanks to all those that share their knowl-
edge and teach others, as it goes a long way with folks. Seedy 
Saturdays are making their rounds and Victoria’s was a huge 
success. Brian did a talk on planting for Honey Bees, and the 
Capital Region Beekeepers displayed our goods and it was 
visited by hundreds of people. Good job everyone. Bring on 
“the day of the honey bee” we’re ready for it. 

On a sad note: South Vancouver Island membership is 
steadfast in their position on the policy on the movement 
of bees into our district. Again, it was done underhandedly, 
pushed into our faces by the leadership that is supposed to 
represent the interests of all beekeepers in the province. We are 
denied any resolve, consultation, or communication regarding 
the policy change. From freedom of information documents, 
we sure now know who made the recommended denials to 
communicate to Island Beekeepers trying to resolve this unjust 
policy change. We still look forward to the New Approach and 
the Better Communications promised by the Deputy Minister 
in May of 2010.

Fraser Valley – Gerry McKee reported that the Langley 
club is very active with lots of new beekeepers crowding the 
meetings leaving standing room only. The club has been doing 
hands on training such as making patties and organizing trips 
to Iotron. 

John Gibeau reported the Surrey club has 20-30 members. 
He also reported about 20-25% of the hives in the area have 
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grapefruit sized clusters with the rest being better. The colonies 
that were brought from Alberta canola pollination have seen a 
50% loss, but those from alfalfa are less – at an 8% loss. John 
stated that the trees have buds. 

Wayne Neidig reported that the Richmond club is also 
standing room only. President Allen Garr has been very suc-
cessful with help the club be so successful. The Haney club is 
reported as small, but is again building up its numbers. 

North Vancouver Island – Pauline Thompson reported 
that the Comox Valley Club has 60 members with 35 attending 
meetings regularly. Some members are reporting losses of 50% 
to lows of 15% in the mid-island. The club is focusing on field 
trips and there is a lot of great activity with the group. 

Stan Reist reports that there are new larger beekeepers 
starting to grow commercial operations in the area. The clubs 
all have lots of new members and pollination requests on the 
island are likely to increase due to more large scale farms mov-
ing to the north island.

North Okanagan – Joe Lomond reported that at this time 
there is a 4% loss out of 200 hives. Winter is hanging on so 
there is still a risk of losing more hives. 

BCMAL Report – The Ministry of Agriculture and Lands 
is now called the Ministry of Agriculture. Paul van Westendorp 
gave an overview of neonicotinoids. Current published research 
has not shown that the pesticides are killing bees. However, 
new research is investigating chronic exposure to the bees 
due to the potential of residues in the soil from non bee crops 
being picked up into the nectar and pollen of subsequent bee 
friendly crops whereby exposing the bees to the pesticides. 
Paul then clarified that the Bee Act has been placed under the 
Animal Disease Control Act (ADCA) in its entirety. This act is 
scheduled for a rewrite to be inclusive of all the animal control 
legislation. The Bee Act will become a regulation under this 
new act. No changes to the Apiculture program or its funding 
are expected for this next fiscal. Paul announced that the gov-
ernment “Growing Forward” program is available for funding 
agricultural initiatives, however, the deadline for project sub-
missions is by January 1 for projects that will start April 1. 

The small hive beetle is mainly a threat to BC from 
Washington State. Beetle populations have not been estab-
lished in Washington state or Western Canada at this time. The 
Ministry will have ongoing contact with Washington beekeep-
ers and experts. Monitoring in BC colonies will be encour-
aged by beekeepers near the border in the Fraser Valley and 
Okanagan Valley. In case of confirmation a delimiting survey 
and colony movement restriction will be put in place.

The Beemaster course is rescheduled for early 2012. Paul 
is creating an email distribution list for those interested to be 
notified when information is available. A summary of 2010 
information on the provincial disease and pest profile will be 
listed on the website. 

Stan asked the members present if they wish the BCHPA 
to support the emergency registration of the NOD Apiary 
MAQS formic product to provide feedback to Paul. Paul sug-
gested that there is some issue of the access to technical data 
on the product. Many members answered in the affirmative to 
support the registration.

New Business
Website redesign – Barry Denluck reported that the rede-

sign is not on schedule but is under budget. The new capacity 
of the website will include the ability to do forms, surveys, 

streaming video and sound through flash player. The logo and 
aesthetics will also change. The current schedule is to have the 
work done within 2 months time. At that time it will go live 
and then members will be able to give feedback on improve-
ments over the next year.

Health Canada advertisement of Honey and Botulism - 
Ian Farber – displayed the honey bear botulism ad. Ian wants to 
see some action by BCHPA and CHC on this issue. There are 
botulism spores everywhere – why is honey being singled out? 
There are lasting negative connotations on this issue. We need 
a counter campaign to promote the health benefits of honey 
to those over a year of age. Gerry stated the CHC Board will 
be meeting with Assistant Deputy Minister of Health Canada 
in two weeks for an explanation as to why this unbalanced 
negative advertising campaign occurred with no industry con-
sultation.

Conference / Trade show participation – The BCHPA has 
requested a space for a display at the 2011 Pacific Agriculture 
Show in Abbotsford (Ag short course). This will be used to 
promote all of our pollination members. 

Resolutions from the Floor
I. 
Notice of Resolution for the AGM - Moved by Pauline, 

second by Meg Paulson
Move to change
1.1.1 The voting privileges of all ordinary members 

in good standing and each Life Member to require that they 
be members of record for 90 days prior to the Annual General 
Meeting so that they may be entitled to vote on bylaw and 
constitutional resolutions brought before the membership. 

1.1.2 To permit all ordinary members in good standing 
and each Life Member to vote using attendant and non-
attendance voting systems on constitutional and bylaw 
resolutions for Annual General Meetings. 

To change 7.3 to 
1.1.3 Each ordinary member in good standing and each 

Life Member attending the Annual General Meeting of the 
Association, or attending any general or special meeting of the 
Association, are eligible to vote on all non constitutional and 
by-law proceedings. 

II.
Moved by Gerry, second by Duaine Hardie
That the BCHPA establish a Task Force to investigate:
1. Cost/benefits of forming a BC 

Beekeepers Council
2. To recommend an action plan with 

financial and staffing requirements, to engage all registered 
beekeepers in BC in conducting a referendum

3. Report with recommendations to be 
presented at the AGM October 21, 2011

Carried – one opposed.

III.
Moved by Blaine Hardie, second by Rob Justice
Be it resolved the BCHPA enter into discussion with 

the Honorable Minister Ben Stewart and BC Minister of 
Agriculture for the purpose of finding a Head Apiculturist, 
Provincial Apiculturist or Manager – Apiculture Branch, 
whatever the current title, who will communicate honestly 
and openly with the beekeeping industry and who works in a 
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ARMSTRONG APIARIES
James Macdonald
250-546-3237
jamesmacdonald@telus.net
Q N 

ASHCROFT HONEY 
Joe & Marguerite Lomond
250-373-2540
marglomond@gmail.com 
Q N

BARRY BEADMAN
barry&diane@telus.net
Oliver
250-498-3153
Q N

BARRY’S BEES 
North Pender Island
Barry Denluck
bees@dencor.ca
Victoria
250-598-1159
Q N P

BEE HAVEN FARM
Steve & Gail Mitchell
Duncan
beehaven@shaw.ca
250-746-9916 
Q N P
 
BEES ‘N’ GLASS
Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
Lake Cowichan
lindahls@shaw.ca
250-749-3800
Q N P S

FLOWER POWER APIARIES
Michael McLennan
Grand Forks
250-442-2933
N P B
 

FLYING DUTCHMAN
Stan & Cheryl Reist
Nanaimo
flydutch@telus.net
250-390-2313 
Q N P 

GOLDEN EARS APIARIES 
Jean-Marc LeDorze
Mission
jmcshipley@shaw.ca
604-820-6924 
Q N C P
   
HONEYBEE CENTRE
John Gibeau 
Surrey
info@honeybeecentre.com
604-575-2337
Q N P 

JINGLEPOT APIARIES
Sol Nowitz 
Nanaimo
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
250-753-9619
Q N P 
 
JOHN GATES
Armstrong
johngates@telus.net
250-546-6212
Q NC
   
KETTLE VALLEY QUEENS
Elizabeth Huxter
Grand Forks 
lizandterry@gmail.com 
250-442-5204 
Q N

NEIDIG APIARIES
Wayne Nedig
Delta
wayneneidig@hotmail.com
604-591-1385
Q 

ROD JO MOODY APIARIES
Rodney & Jo Moody
Cowichan Bay 
rodjo@telus.net 
250-743-1939 
Q

SALISH SEA BEES
Brenda Jager
Gabriola Island
bzbees@telus.net
250-755-5834
Q C
   
SILVER STAR APIARIES
Richard Springborn 
Vernon
rspringborn@telus.net
250-379-2567
N 

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES 
Blair & Cheryl Tarves
Cawston
250-499-2555 
Q N
   
VAN ISLE APIARIES 
AND BEE PRODUCTS   
Grant Stringer
Saanichton
250-652-9834  
Fax:(250) 665-6121           
vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Q N B
 

British Columbia Bee Breeders Association

• B = Bulk Bees 
• Q=Queens  
• P = Packages
• C = Queen Cells  
• N = Nucs  
• S= Shook Swarm
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positive manner with the industry promoting beekeeping as a 
strong viable part of agriculture. 

Discussion:
Blaine stated that the 3 recommendations by Paul van 

Westendorp, Manager of Apiculture Branch to:
1. Ensure the swift implementation of the new 

import conditions. Implementation will result in general 
acceptance. 

2. The principal import season is during the 
spring. The commercial sector must replace the lost hives from 
last year in the next few weeks. Delays or non-implementation 
will cause commercial operators to challenge the government 
through legal means.

3. Decline or limit industry meetings pertain-
ing to this issue and reject appeals for reinstatement without 
scientific justification. 

Is evidence of the disrespect of the Manager of Apiculture 
to VI beekeepers and likely all beekeepers in BC. Blaine stated 
that the VI beekeepers were in favour of bee imports but that 
they wished to use the CFIA rules of no movement of comb to 
reduce the risk of disease and pest movement. VI beekeepers 
do not agree with Paul about his opinion on the state of the 
disease profile equivalence between the mainland and VI. Paul 
refused to discuss this issue. 

Duaine asked about why Paul ignored the recommendation 
of the BCHPA at the time when Coumophos (Check Mite+) 
was requested for emergency listing. Paul explained that the 
PMRA changed its requirements which allowed the ministry 
to change its position. 

Ted asked Paul to explain his recommendations and actions 
concerning the quarantine on VI. Paul responded that com-
munications within government are dialogued over several 
months and must be looked at in context over time. The deci-
sion was made by the Attorney General that the quarantine 
must be removed. Legally the Apiculture program could not 
maintain the status quo. 

Motion defeated. 

Member Discussion
John Gibeau – Future Opportunities
 John presented on his desire to develop a separate 

group within the BCHPA of commercial beekeepers (50+ 
hives) that would hold the rights to vote and direct the business 
of the BCHPA. Smaller beekeepers would be Associate mem-
bers and not have a vote. John wishes to focus the activities 
of the Association toward commercial development. Create a 
levy system on commercial operations to fund a council. John 
would like more research and promotion of member pollina-
tion services to growers. John would like the Association to do 
more work on promoting our industry’s products. John then 
highlighted his opinions:

Only 22% of beekeepers in BC are registered with the 
BCHPA. 

 BeesCene is expensive, but world class
 Association needs to carry costly CHC dues
 Mostly small beekeepers are members
 Little participation from commercial beekeepers
 Poor relationship with the Ministry
 VI special needs causes conflict
 Alberta beekeepers / wintering in BC causes conflict
 Beekeepers with 50 or more hives manage 84% of 

colonies in BC

Meeting adjourned 1:22pm
Presentations after lunch included: 
	Leonard Foster on current research initiatives and infor-

mation on a new joint Project to select bee breeders based 
on select proteins that show resistance to disease and varroa. 
Dr. Bromenshenk’s Iridovirus research is likely to be revoked 
because his interpretation of data is not supported. His mis-
information of discovering the CCD link will likely hamper 
research funding in continuing investigations on ways to 
reduce CCD losses. 
	John Gibeau on the Bee World Project to provide training 

to third world communities on western bee management.
	Jo-anne Adams on government Agristability and 

AgriInvest programs. ❀

Notice of Resolution for the AGM - 
Moved by Pauline, 

second by Meg Paulson

Move to change
7.3.1           The voting privileges of all ordinary 

members in good standing and each Life Member to 
require that they be members of record for 90 days 
prior to the Annual General Meeting so that they may 
be entitled to vote on bylaw and constitutional resolu-
tions brought before the membership.

7.3.2           To permit all ordinary members in good 
standing and each Life Member to vote using attendant 
and non-attendance voting systems on constitutional 
and bylaw resolutions for Annual General Meetings.

To change 7.3 to
7.3.3           Each ordinary member in good standing 

and each Life Member attending the Annual General 
Meeting of the Association, or attending any general or 
special meeting of the Association, are eligible to vote 
on all non constitutional and by-law proceedings.

 

 

GloryBee
Beekeeping Supplies

GloryBee carries a wide selection of beekeeping 

supplies for everyone from the hobbyist 

beekeeper to the professional.

Shop with us online.

Equipment  ◆  Tools  ◆  Containers 

Books  ◆  Gifts  ◆  HoneyStix  ◆  Royal Jelly 

Bee Pollen  ◆  Propolis

Family Owned & Operated since 1975

www.GloryBeeFoods.com  • (800) 456-7923

Phone 250-499-2555

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
2098 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, BC V0X 1C2

Blair & Cheryl Tarves
QUEENS • NUCS
BREEDING STOCK
April 15 - Sept. 15
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In reviewing the beekeeping organizations in B.C. it is 
clear that many have come and gone. The one that has sur-
vived the longest is our own B.C.H.P.A. that was formed 
in 1920. Prior to that there was the Kootenay & Boundary 
Beekeepers Association formed in 1914, the Beekeeping 
Association of B .C. formed in 1916 by beekeepers of the 
Fraser Valley and greater Vancouver, and the Vancouver Is-
land Beekeepers Association formed in 1917. The BCHPA 
was initially formed jointly by the Kootenay & Boundary 
Beekeepers and the Fraser Valley Beekeepers  (the re-
maining Beekeeping Association of B.C. [i.e.from Greater 
Vancouver] did not join until 1931). The Vancouver Island 
Beekeepers joined BCHPA in 1925. Over the past 90 years 
various clubs have joined the BCHPA, some have sepa-
rated, and some have rejoined. 
There have been the Fraser Valley and the OKanagan Polli-
nators Associations that were in existence during the 1980's 
and for a period of time a B.C. Commercial Beekeepers 
Association was formed.
      

What is submitted here is from the BCHPA Newsletter of 
Forth Quarter 1982 (predating BeesCene), announcing the 
formation of a new organization: "Federation of Beekeep-
ers' of B.C." and documents the charter members. It is not 
clear how long this organization lasted but if anyone has 
additional information perhaps providing it in a letter to 
the editor would be appropriate. It is rumoured that there is 
interest in changing the name of our Association and that 
reminds me of the expression "whatever is new, may be 
old". 

John Boone

Clips from the Past

!"
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Summertime Fairs in B.C.
Cloverdale Rodeo & Country Fair 

May 20 - 23

Castlegar Sunfest  

June 3 - 4

 

Aldergrove Fair Days  

July 22 - 24  

Maple Ridge & Pitt Meadows 

Country Fest  

July 23 - 24 

Abbotsford Agrifair 

July 28 - August 1  

Tlell Fall Fair  

July 31

 

Dawson Creek Exhibition & Stampede  

August 10 - 14  

Chilliwack Exhibition 

August 5 - 7  

Coombs Fair  

August 13 - 14  

Prince George Exhibition 

August 10 - 14  

Kiskatinaw Fair 

August 5 - 7  

Quesnel Fall Fair 

August 19 - 21

North Peace Fall Fair

August 19 - 21

Nechako Valley Exhibition (Vanderhoof) 

August 19 - 21

Vancouver Island Exhibition (Nanaimo) 

August 19 - 21

Mayne Island Fall Fair  

 August 

20  

Pender Island Fall Fair 

 August 

27  

Pacific National Exhibition 
 August 20 - Septmber 

5  

Bulkley Valley Exhibition 

August 25 - 28 

Cobble Hill Fair 

August 27 

Comox Valley Exhibition & Fall Fair 

August 26 - 28

 

Interior Provincial Exhibition (Armstrong) 

August 31 - September 4

process

Tel: 778-990-2176
E-mail: info@urbanbeesupplies.ca
Web: www.urbanbeesupplies.ca

Beekeeping supplies and education for the urban beekeeper

Pick-up locations:

Abbotsford, Burnaby, Richmond, 

Tsawwassen, Vancouver and Whistler

We Ship 
Everywhere!

Van Isle Apiaries 
and Bee Products

Grant Stringer 
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca

Tel 250-652-9834 Fax 250-665-6121
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3

NUCS • QUEENS 
PACKAGES
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Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
6456 Cowichan Lake Road  

PO Box 1491 - Lake Cowichan BC V0R 2G0

250-749-3800            www.thebeestore.com

Beekeeping Supplies, 

Equipment & Glassware

HELLO B.C. HONEY PRODUCERS!

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR PACKAGING NEEDS!

We are looking for a company(s) or individual(s) on the mainland 
that would like to distribute D&G products. Bees ‘n Glass on the  
Island (250) 749-3800 carry our products. Local clubs can buy as 
a group to offset shipping costs. NEW 2 PANEL BEAR

(we also have 1 panel bear)

New Size (4”) Honey Sticks
Awesome for smaller jars, weddings, gifts. 

We also carry a 6” dipper.

COMING SOON!
  Nutritional Labels
  (late spring 2011) 

 D&G supports        Canadian manufacturers!

heather@dominiongrimm.ca   1 877 676 1914   www.dominiongrimm.ca

GET YOUR PRIVATE 
PRINTED T.E.  

CONTAINERS HERE!
500 g & 1 Kg

Hang Tag 
with

Nutritional
Facts

Technical Tours

Hurry Up!
Limited

openings!!

Our goal is that the participants of the 
International Apiculture Congress have the 

opportunity to visit and exchange experiences 
through the different types of Technical Visits 

we are planning, that combine visits to queens 
breeding places, family apiaries, producers 

of different supplies, beekeeping schools and 
much more, in different regions of the country. 

One Day Technical Tours 
September 26, 2011

Two Day Technical Tours 
September 26 & 27, 2011Ross Rounds, Inc.

Round comb section
equipment and

Sundance pollen traps.
Contact your dealer for supplies.

PO Box 11583 • Albany NY 12211-0583
T: 1-518-370-4989 • F: 1-518-381-6370

www.rossrounds.com
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Day of the Honey Bee in British Columbia

We would like to make this an annual 
event after the great success last year 
when more than two dozen clubs, 
individuals and apiaries held celebrations 
in May.  We were able to inform 
thousands of British Columbians through 
workshops, educational seminars and 
attendance at farmers’ markets about the 
value of honey bees and pollination.

Once again the BCHPA will support your 
efforts with brochures, tips and strategies 
to attract media coverage and generally 
have a good time.

May 29, 2011

If you are interested, 
please contact 
Barry Denluck, Media Chair 
2nd Vice President, BCHPA
2ndvicepresident@bcbeekeepers.com
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You can apply to the program 
by downloading the application form from the 

BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.com 
Or contact:  Duaine Hardie:

2810 Fairfield St., Duncan, BC V9L 6B9 
Email: hardiehoney@shaw.ca 

Tel: 250-748-8471

The Certified Producer program is designed to assist 
BCHPA members sell their products by providing 

special labeling that customers will come to recognize 
as representing high quality honey, exclusively 

produced by local beekeepers.

BCHPA Certified Producer Program

Certified Producer:  
Registered 

Producers Only:  
Labels can now 

be purchased
separately 

$0.02 each 
for the lid seal 

and $0.02 
each for the 

100% BC hex label 
or $0.03 for both.  

All labels are in rolls of 2,000.  
Lid seals are now individually numbered for lot tracking.

Apistan® anti-varroa mite strips are an essential part of any varroa mite 
control program. 

®

varroa

varroa

AY 

WWW.APISTAN.COM
1-800-263-2740.

May 14 - 15
BCHPA Queen Rearing Course
Campbell’s Gold, Abbotsford
See details in this issue.

May 29
Day of the Honey Bee
Celebrations throughout BC!
Contact Barry Denluck at:
2ndVicePresident@BCBeeKeepers.com

May 29
First Annual Meadfest
Campbell’s Gold Honey Farm
In partnership with Restaurant 62, providing 
education, honey, wine and great food. Come and
join the learning and fun!

June 11 - 12
BCHPA Queen Rearing Course
Sweet Acre Apiaries, Tappen
See details in this issue.

June 18 - 19
BCHPA Queen Rearing Course
Jinglepot Apiaries, Nanaimo
See details in this issue.

June 24
The 58th Annual Beaverlodge Beekeepers’ Field Day
will be held on Friday June 24th at the Agriculture & Agri-
Food 
Canada Research Farm in Beaverlodge, Alberta. For more 
information contact Dr. Steve Pernal at: Steve.Pernal@agr.
gc.ca

June 20 - 26
National Pollinator Week
Become involved at www.pollinator.org

September 12 - 15
Western Apicultural Society
Annual WAS Conference
Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel, on the Big Island, North of 
Kona
http://groups.ucanr.org/WAS/

September 21 - 27
APIMONDIA International Congress
International association of beekeepers is holding their world 
conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
http://www.apimondia2011.com

October 20 - 23
BCHPA Annual General Meeting & Conference
Richmond, B.C.
Early Bird Registration - $225 before September 15
See details in this issue.  ❀

Calendar… 
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Technologies Corporation

Hive Contamination Management
Iotron provides a solution for today’s bee colony problems.  Iotron’s treatment program provides 
apiculturists with a cost effective and environmentally friendly solution for managing common beehive 

contaminants.  Iotron’s electron beam irradiation 
processing treatment is proven effective for treating 
comb, pollen and wax, Iotron’s processing method 
penetrates through materials like an X-ray, yielding 
superior results allowing beekeepers to reduce or 
eliminate the use of antibiotics and other interventions 
in the field.  Iotron’s electron beam irradiation 
processing technology is an advanced 
tool for working on today’s complex 
issues.

Please contact Iotron for more information
Iotron Technologies Corp.  1425 Kebet Way, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838  Fax; 640 945-8827  Email Iotron@iotron.com  Website www.iotron.com

Reviewed by Reene Granlin, manager 
of the bookshop at Interior Stationary in 
Smithers, B.C.

Nathaniel Altman, medical writer 
and researcher, has produced a book that 
deserves a place on the bookshelves of 
honey producers and consumers as well 
as healers. Alternative healing is the 
subject of Altman’s many publications 
and The Honey Prescription reflects 
this passion as he explores ‘the amazing 
power of honey as medicine’. The 
book is an appealing mix of the science 
underlying honey’s healing properties 
and a hands on cupboard guide for its 
many uses. The book evaluates the:

• Chemistry behind how honey heals 
supported by clinical evidence

• Phytochemical factors, compounds 
occurring naturally in plants picked up 
by bees collecting nectar, that contribute 
to honey’s medicinal capabilities

• Antioxidant capacity of honey

• Antibacterial potential of honey
• Varying antibacterial potential of 

different types of honey 
• Worldwide research on honey as 

medicine 
Altman’s work is a precise guide to 

the use of honey for tackling all types 
of healing from seriously infected 
wounds and burns to depression. His 
section entitled Honey Remedies and 
Recipes: A Selected Compendium 
for Health Wellness and Beauty is an 
exhaustive resource that will appeal 
to those who are already sold on 
honey’s many uses as well as the 
novice medicinal user. Altman 
ends with important notes on the 
plight of bees, offering insightful 
ideas for making the earth a safer 
place for them.

[Healing Arts Press, Vermont, 
available through Pearson 
Canada]  ❀

The Honey Prescription by Nathaniel Altman
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BOONE HODGSON WILKINSON FUND
Funding the Study of Apiculture in British Columbia 

Since 1965 

SECRETARY-TREASURER
Dr. John Boone

3830 West 37th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6N 2W3

Tel 604-266-9301       jboone@telus.net

2011 DIRECTORS
John Boone

Ian Farber • Joe Lomond • Bob Meredith

Applications 
are processed 

during the winter 
months. 

For further 

information 
or donations 

please contact:

CRA Registered Charity • Tax Receipts Issued

To order and for details contact:  

Duaine Hardie 

250-748-8471

hardiehoney@shaw.ca

NUTRITIONAL 
FACT 
LABELS

BC Honey Producers’ Association

1.5¢
only

each

Per 1 tablespoon (20g)

Amount

Nut r i t ion  Fac tsValeur nutr i t ive       

Not a significant source of saturated fat, trans fat, cholesterol, sodium, fibre, vitamin A, vitamin C, calcium or iron.

Source négligeable de lipides saturés, lipidestrans, cholestérol, sodium, fibres, vitamine A, �vitamine C, calcium et fer.

% Daily Value

0 %
6 %

Pour 1 cuillère à table (20g) 
Teneur % valeur quotidienne
Calories / Calories  60
Fat / Lipides  0 g
Carbohydrates / Glucides  17 g
   Sugars / Sucres  16 g
Protein / Protéines  0 g
    

Rolls of 
2000

Region, Name, and a brief introduction about you!
Vancouver/Squamish, Don Cameron, retired, live on a farm on 
Westham Island, love gardening, camping, fishing; wife Gail, 
son Gordon, and a handsome Irish Setter.
Hive tool of choice? Large flathead screwdriver (I always 
forget my real hive tool)
What is your favorite honey? Dandelion
How and when did you get started with bees? 15 years ago.  
Neighbour had hives—looked easy!
How many hives are you running? 50
What is the main nectar source in your area? Blackberry
Smoker fuel used? burlap
Best sting remedy? Gin and tonic
Preferred method of swarm control? reversing
Do you run nine or ten frames in your brood chamber? 
nine
Do you use queen excluders? yes
Best tip received or to pass along? For urban beekeepers-- 
avoid the temptation to open your hives every day to “see how 
my girls are doing”.

Getting to Know Our 
Regional Reps

OUR BUSINESS.....
..... IS PACKAGING YOURS

We have a wide range of stock glass & plastic
containers including honey bears & bee hives. 

We also carry a variety of plastic and metal lids, 
including printed honey comb lids.

PLEASE CALL US FOR A QUOTE.

AMPAK DISTRIBUTION INC.
Unit 115 - 13480 Crestwood Place

Richmond BC V6V 2K1

Telephone: (604) 273-9631
Fax: (604) 273-1865

tgabel@ampak.ca  splester@ampak.ca
www.ampak.ca
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Regional Reports
East Kootenays
~ Lance Cuthill

The East Kootenay beekeepers would like to express their 
thanks to Brian Stevenson who has been our Division rep 
for the last 6+ years. “Thank You Brian!” Brian has left this 
prestigious position open as a “super” opportunity for a new 
rep. To date, the position remains open and Lance Cuthill has 
agreed to be a most ‘temporary’ fill-in.

Early reports of winter losses do not look good from this 
corner of the province (50%). An early onset of a long and cold 
winter with some very serious temperature fluctuations (+2°C 
down to -35°C) appears to have been a factor in putting up 
an extra roadblock to colony survival. A cold and damp fall 
also added problems to those using formic acid for mite control 
as the humidity and outside temperatures appeared to prevent 
effective evaporation of the acid resulting in a reduction of 
healthy winter bees that would have been able to survive.

On the bright side, two Introductory Beekeeping courses 
have been held, one in Invermere and one in Creston with Lance 
Cuthill (M.Ed) doing the instructing. The BCHPA curriculum 
was used and proved to be exactly what was needed to give 
the students the basic information to be successful in starting a 
beekeeping adventure. Hopefully, we should have 10 to 15 new 
beekeepers here in the East Kootenays. With few, if any, local 
beekeepers selling nucs or packages, some of the students are 
looking at next year before getting started.

Lance is working closely with the 4-H club in Cranbrook 
and will be “loaning” out a hive of bees for two young 4-H girls 
to look after from spring to fall. The girls will then harvest, 
sell the honey, and then have an opportunity to purchase the 
hive. The plan is for the girls to observe and work with bees 
alongside Lance and then return home to work on their hive. 
Hopefully, we will have another two beekeepers up here in the 
Kootenays.

News from the East Kootenay Division: we are hoping to 
host a one day workshop on “New Materials and Methods 
for Varroa Control.” This would be in addition to our annual 
spring meeting. A Welcome Change: As a result of the filled to 
capacity Public Forum - “Plight of the Honey Bee” held just 
before the BCHPA AGM in Cranbrook, we have learned that 
two East Kootenay cities are drafting or considering changing 
their present legislation to allow beekeeping within their City 
limits.

Cariboo Chilcotin
~ Kurt Williams

The Cariboo Chilcotin definitely had 
a challenging winter, and a long delayed 
spring.  We are still experiencing minus 
temperatures in the evening with a slow 
snow melt.  The Bees are beginning to 
show themselves in cleansing flights, 
and a few blossoms are now showing for 
the first feed sources.

Survival has been patchy this winter, some yards with 
excellent survival, and others that did not fare the cold winds 

and low temperatures.
The most exciting part about spring this year was the amazing 

turn out of many new beekeepers to our annual March meeting.  
It’s great to see so many people so interested in keeping Bees!  
We are also offering an introduction to beekeeping course this 
spring to share the knowledge.   Congratulations to everyone 
starting a new colony this spring, it is a very rewarding and fun 
hobby!

Fraser Valley
~ Gerry McKee

As of mid-April, the cool and wet 
weather has hampered cleansing flights 
and foraging, causing greater stress for 
colonies which are replacing last year’s 
workers.  Brood expansion is very 
slow.  The situation is very challenging 
for those with pollination contracts as 
growers will be expecting the standard 

hive unit with bees covering eight frames, with four frames 
of brood and a laying queen.  In view of the slightly higher 
than average winter losses and the increase in smaller colony 
survivors,  beekeepers with contracts are scrambling to boost 
brood development to meet contract obligations  with growers 
in early May. 

Pollination prices, however,  are softening as this market 
in the Fraser Valley seems to be entering a “price shake-out” 
stage.  Lower prices of $60 - $65 per hive compared $80 - $90 
of a year ago will undoubtedly be welcomed by growers.  As 
profit margins for beekeepers at the best of  times  are very slim,  
I am puzzled as to why some beekeepers feel so threatened that 
they need to cut prices.  They may be plunging in a downward 
death spiral.  On the other hand, this market situation may 
also be revealing the advantages of  “economy of scale” as the 
larger operators make price cuts to increase  their market share 
and try to drive out others, a trend that occurs in other sectors 
of farming and business. 

Another influencing factor may be the increased need 
for local honey due to both last year’s low production and 
increasing demand. The retail niche for mono-floral honey 
is very strong.  In fact, I have heard some beekeepers are 
providing bees free of charge to gain access to certain mono-
floral nectar sources with high retail potential.  Pollination 
price cuts may be discouraging for new entrants striving to 
support the development their retail honey markets. But, many 
new entrants are leaving hives in their home yards to build up 
for the summer honey flow rather than accept less than $80 - 
$85 a hive. Income from local honey usually exceeds that made 
by trucking bees to blueberries.  These bees will also avoid the 
stress of shipment and the risk of being sprayed with pesticides.  
Many beekeepers are becoming more suspicious of herbicide 
and fungicide spraying while their bees are working the fields.  
Research may eventually provide the evidence to support their 
suspicions.

Beekeepers receiving foreign packages and queens this 
year are pleased with the initial appearance of their stock.  A 
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month ago, the offshore queen supply was limited as one of 
the major suppliers could not or did not want to meet Canada’s 
new import protocol.  Several importers then hustled to a large 
Australian supplier who was able to provide queens in good 
condition.  Perhaps our importers should be thankful that our 
Southern cousins had decided to shut out the Aussies as New 
Zealand and Hawaiian queens are only available to those who 
ordered early and in large quantities.  

This annual chase for foreign queens and packages has 
prompted beekeepers concerned with self-sufficiency to re-
appraise their stock replacement strategy.  There is a growing 
interest in learning how to overwinter Nucs, particularly 
colonies established in early summer.  Learning how to reduce 
mite levels prior to the brood rearing phase of late summer/
early fall is key for winter survival – it is just as important 
as ensuring there is adequate food for the bees to live seven 
months until replaced. 

Jaquie Bunse, our FV Inspector, wants us to be on the 
lookout for the Small Hive Beetle.  This black beetle, about 
¼ inch long with club antennae, is a great flyer, hitchhiker and 
stowaway (as on foreign queen packages).  Check the Internet 
for ID and inform Jaquie of any finds. (604) 521-4493. 

In closing, I would like to pass along a comment from a 
young beekeeper, of a third generation farm family, who said 
with cautious optimism:  “it’s about time we got some good 
weather”.   Although we may be frustrated with dead-outs, slow 
brood growth and poor weather, remember - “Real Beekeepers 
never quit, but always carry on,  believing this year’s honey 
flow will be the best yet!” 

Peace Country
~ by absentee regional 
representative Kerry Clark

 I heard of an opportunity for a 
volunteer assignment with Canadian 
Executive Services Organization, 
CESO, to enable the beekeeping 
industry in the Philippines to be more 
viable by informing beekeepers about 

the possibilities of value-added products from bees. After a 
cold winter in the Peace it sounded good, so I applied and was 
accepted. The timing, however, required me to be out of Canada 
for most of April, when I should check my Peace colonies to 
ensure they had access to enough food for build-up.

Just before leaving Dawson Creek I was able to peek into my 
colonies (at +4 C) and see that they were accessing combs from 
wall to wall, so I didn’t disturb them to add honey. Hopefully 

they’ll still be OK when I get back.
Here in the Philippines I’ve been keeping track of weather 

in the Peace. April 2011 has not been the “warmer than 
average” spring of 2010 when we had pollen by April 15, but 
the overall winter to March was not terrible, so we have hope 
for a reasonable survival of colonies. Instead of pollen it looks 
like flurries for mid-April: not a great sign.

Very interesting bee environment here in tropical Philippines: 
bees certainly have more challenges than cold weather. Last 
night I helped move 20 colonies away from an apiary where 
a predatory bird species (blue-tailed bee eater, possibly 20 or 
more of them) had removed most of the foragers and kept the 
colonies small, with no stored pollen. The new strategy being 
tried is to keep the apiaries smaller and somewhat concealed 
from the air (under a tree canopy), rather than displayed in the 
open. 

 Yesterday we made a propolis tincture and some skin-care 
products - hand cream or lip balm made from fresh melted 
beeswax from a solar melter, honey, propolis and local coconut 
oil.

Here’s a first for my column: a RECIPE for bee-product 
cosmetics: (the fail-safe simple version: it’s original, developed 
from several others that didn’t work as well). It takes less time 
to make than to write the recipe. Ingredients: we used Apis 
dorsata (giant honey bee of tropical Asia) products, but you can 
substitute Apis mellifera equivalents: 

1)   use clean beeswax with a nice colour: about a half a cup. 
honey, from 1 tsp to 2 Tbs, depending on how you like it.

vegetable oil (we used local coconut, but any would do) a 
bit more, to nearly twice the amount of wax (adjust depending 
on whether you want a soft product or a harder one. Less wax 
makes hand cream, more wax makes lip balm. Temperature 
also factors in: more beeswax in a hotter climate. 

Propolis tincture - basically you cool a chunk of propolis 
until it’s brittle, then cut it in little pieces, and put it in 2 or 3 
times it’s volume of the strongest non-flavoured edible alcohol 
available (alcohol at about 90 % is available here, distilled 
from rice wine, but try to get something stronger than vodka 
(40 %)). Add the propolis to the alcohol and shake every day til 
you want to use it (a week is good). Let it settle (what doesn’t 
dissolve is mostly beeswax) and pour off the clear upper layer 
(tincture) for use as an anti-microbial dressing for skin scrapes, 
or for a nice scent in other cosmetic recipes.

 Also, a recipe with pollen (optional, it adds colour). 
We used Apis dorsata bee bread that is often discarded by 
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BCHPA DIVISIONS
ALBERNI VALLEY HONEY PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
6219 Lamarque Rd, Port Alberni  V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson                250-723-6089
BC BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3
Grant Stringer  250-652-9834       
CENTRAL CARIBOO BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

4583 Ridge Rd, Big Lake Ranch, BC V0L 1G0
Sherry Benisch and Ann Carter  250 243-2286
COMOX VALLEY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
5151 Dunboyne Rd, Courtenay, V9S 1M8
Chris Woodrow   250 338 5233
woodrow9@telus.net  mars.ark.com/~cvbclub/index.htm
KAMLOOPS DIVISION BCHPA
3249 Schubert Rd, Kamloops BC V2B 6Y4
Ian Farber  250-579-8518
NANAIMO DIVISION BCHPA
925 St. David Street, Nanaimo, B.C V9S 2H8
Kathleen Silvey 250-716-0695
www.nanaimobeekeepers.com

MAPLE RIDGE BEEKEEPER’S ASSOCIATION 
www.northfraserbeeclub.com
NORTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
331 Valley Rd, Kelowna, BC V1V 2E5
R.W. Bob Chisholm  250-762-2203
PEACE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
BCMAL Office 4th Floor, 1201-103rd Ave.
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4J2
Kerry Clark  250-784-2559
POWELL RIVER BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
RR 3, C26, Nassichuk Rd, Powell River V8A 5C1
Alan Cole 604-487-4181     
PRINCE GEORGE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 725, Prince George, BC V2L 4T3
Wally Steidle    beehappy2@linsat.com 250.960.0360
QUESNEL BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
2151 Johnson Rd. Quesnel BC V2J 6G1
Tom Swanky 250-747-0604
SMITHERS BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
5528 Slack Rd, Smithers BC V0J 2N2
Lu Blackburn 250-847-2135
SHUSWAP BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
414 Mallory,  Salmon Arm, BC V0E 1V3            
Bill Lynch 250-832-2732
 

SOUTH FRASER VALLEY DIVISION BCHPA 
26035 28th Ave., Aldergrove, BC  V4W 2W3 
Rick Kreisch    604-856-4438
SOUTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
RR#2, Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0  
Ray Levesque 250-498-4025
SQUAMISH DIVISION BCHPA
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish  V0N 3G0 
Phil Ellis  604-898-5337
SUNSHINE COAST DIVISION BCHPA
2737 Lower Road, Roberts Creek V0N 2W4
Allan Cobbin      604-886-7006      
TERRACE DIVISION BCHPA
5112 Mills Ave, Terrace, BC   
Sam Ridler   250-635-9020
WEST KOOTENAY DIVISION BCHPA
RR1, Winlaw BC V0G 2J0
Bob Lerch                250-226-7556

BCHPA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
CAPITAL REGION BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 43033 Victoria BC V8X 3G2
Nairn Hollott         250-744-4019

OTHER BEE-RELATED ORGANIZATIONS
COWICHAN BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
castlesg@telus.net
George Field           250-743-7569
RICHMOND BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
2750 West 14th Ave , Vancouver, BC V6K 2X2
Email: bygarr@telus.net
Allen Garr 604-736-4184
STUART  NECHAKO  BEE CLUB
Vanderhoof, Ft St James,  and  Fraser Lake area
Box  595 ,Vanderhoof  BC, VoJ  3A0
Jon   Aebischer              250 -567-5037
SURREY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
13060- 69 A Avenue, Surrey B.C.  V3W 6N9  
Don Carter  604-591-3262
TEXADA ISLAND BEE CLUB
Box 162, Van Anda  V0N 3K0
Rhonda Johnston  604-486-0226
VANCOUVER BEEKEEPERS OF BC ASSOCIATION
350 E 2nd Ave, #407  Vancouver  V5T 4R8 
Bryce Ahlstrom  604-708-0313

Club Contacts

Please contact Barry Denluck 
with any changes: 

2ndvicepresident@bcbeekeepers.com



44     VOLUME 27, #2  SUMMER 2011 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________     Province ___________     Postal Code _______________________

Phone (         ) _____________________

Fax     (         )  ____________________

Email  ___________________________

2011 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
BC Honey Producers’ Association

Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
www.bcbeekeepers.com

Membership dues are based on the number of honey bee colonies you keep.
BCHPA MEMBERSHIP DUES  
0 to 25 Hives  $40
26 to 50 Hives  $50
51 to 150 Hives  $60
151 to 300 Hives  $70
301 to 500 Hives  $120
501 to 1000 Hives  $130
Over 1000 Hives  $200

Please make cheques payable to the
British Columbia Honey Producers’
 Association or BCHPA:

BCHPA TREASURER
PO Box 1650
Comox, BC, V9M 8A2

New ❏  Renewal ❏   Please check here if renewing with an address change ❏

Membership includes a one-year subscription to both BeesCene and Hivelights quarterly publications. The BCHPA 
Liability Insurance Policy is the only one of its kind available in the province. By pooling our membership, we can offer 
this comprehensive insurance for a fraction of what it would cost individuals on their own. Members may attend the 
business day of the October BCHPA Annual General Meeting and the semi-annual meeting in March without charge 
(meals not included). Members benefit from the work of an active volunteer Executive including: Marketing (labels 
and brochures), Education (symposiums and website), and ongoing Advocacy (government and media relations). The 
BCHPA is a proud member of the Canadian Honey Council, working on our behalf.

Thank You for Supporting Beekeeping in BC!

$5 Million 

Coverage

for only $55 year!

Beekeepers understand that there’s 
strength in numbers. Our Group 

Liability Insurance Policy is the best value 
you’ll find. If you’re worried about stings, or 

bee smokers, or other related beekeeping risks 
– this is for you.

Note: coverage runs January 1, 2011 to 
December 31, 2011. Effective date of 

coverage is based on date application 
and payment is received at the 

BCHPA office. Insurer will 
issue certificates in due 

course.

* OPTIONAL $5,000,000 BCHPA
GROUP LIABILITY INSURANCE  ADD ON $55

** OPTIONAL Additional
$1 million Forest Fire Fighting
Expense Endorsement  ADD ON $100

*** OPTIONAL DONATION
BC’s Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund
for Honey Bee Research  ADD ON
(tax registered charity, receipts issued)

**** SUBSCRIPTION ONLY
Note: BeesCene is Included  $50 CAD
with Your  BCHPA Membership
(this is meant for out-of-province)

TOTAL $

Includes 
BeesCene & Hivelights

# of Hives _________
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honey hunters - a bright orange pollen from narra trees - but try 
any nice colored pollen.

Method: A) mix the honey, propolis tincture and pollen 
together until smooth.

B) heat the oil and wax until it melts (you can use a 
microwave oven) then add the first mixture and stir until it is 
blended. Pour or spoon the mix (before or after it hardens, as 
you wish) into tiny shallow jars with covers.

If it’s soft, it’s a hand cream. If it’s harder, a lip balm. If 
you think it’s too soft or hard, remelt it and adjust the oil:wax 
ratio. If you don’t use cosmetics, it can be a leather dressing or 
furniture polish. Enjoy!

 The photos show a few of the participants: I’ve worked with 
groups of 20 to 25 in two regions, and will travel to one more 
location before I return.

 I hope spring pollen will soon be available to our BC 
colonies.

Sunshine Coast 
~ Allan Cobbin

The start of 2011 brought us our 
usual damp conditions with lots of 
rain but little snow here on the Coast. 
Unseasonably low temperatures and 
more rain have continued through most 
of March and into April.

          Our latest Beekeepers’ 
Meeting was held on Feb. 27th. 

Unfortunately a rainstorm and some Winter vacations resulted 
in a much lower than usual turn-out. I advised of the cancellation 
of this year’s Bee Master Course which was a disappointment 
to those members who had signed up and those intending to do 
so.

            One of our newer members, Joanna Zilsel, gave 
a detailed report on her success in bringing her 3 colonies 
through the Winter and Spring using only essential oils. She 
provided her recipe for essential oil syrup (and a “homemade” 
grease patty) to those present. Additionally, she explained that 
she had utilized an article reported in the Bee Culture Magazine 
entitled “Fixing Winter Kill”. She made up a condensation 
board (which consists of two sheets of melamine tacked to 
each side of a frame) and  placed in the top Super on the North 
side of a two high colony and extended through both boxes. 
The slick side allows moisture to condense on the cold side 
of the hive and drip through the screened bottom board and 
the fibrous back part of the board absorbs some moisture. 
Ventilation is important and Joanna reports early success in 
this project to date. I doubt that this process would be feasible 
for the commercial beekeeper but perhaps backyard hobbyists 
may like to try.

Our Winter losses this year on the Lower Coast have been 
much higher than usual this Winter and Spring. Some members 
reported a total loss while others a loss of up to 60-75%. Our 
Bee Inspector reported that losses were “about average” (15-20 
%) in the Powell River area.

Rob Haines reported at the meeting (and again yesterday) 
that while he has had some losses, he will have sufficient Nucs 
for those interested and will have Queens in mid to late May 
and throughout the Summer.

Earlier this month, some locals opted to purchase some 
“offshore” packages to supplement their much larger than usual 
Winter and Spring losses. While this decision was contrary 

to our previously expressed ideal hopes to maintain our own 
“local” stock, they felt it necessary for this year. In keeping 
with this thought, the words of Lucimar Santos de Lima are 
probably appropriate: “It doesn’t hurt to be optimistic. You can 
always cry later”.

That’s it from the Coast for now...

Vancouver Island South
~ Brian Scullion

Officially it is spring but we just can’t 
believe the nasty weather that has been 
persistent for many months now.  Our 
bees...depends who you speak with. 
There are issues with smaller colonies 
that did not successfully make it through 
the late winter, and large strong colonies 
seemed to have fared quite well, but are 

now being challenged.  Word on the street is that the mortality 
rate is up, with losses from 30% -100%; this is not a good thing 
at all.  Most are now struggling to keep their hives from crashing 
from lack of food and  small populations of bees.  With that in 
mind there is a wealth of forage just waiting for the girls to 
consume, but the bees and the beekeepers are in desperate need 
of that very critical warmth of the sun.  A change in the weather 
has been promised to happen in the third week of April with 
sunshine and temperatures in the mid-teens, and then we’ll see 
all the sleeper colonies swarming in the trees.

 The very best of luck and success is sent to all the 
folks that are constructing, participating in, and hypothesizing 
(if that’s a word) the Vancouver Island “DAY Project” queen 
breeding program.  We are very excited that funding has been 
made available and believe this project will be a huge benefit to 
all BC beekeepers and growers alike.

South Vancouver Island Beekeepers wish everyone their 
very best spring season ever. 

Terrace
~ Yvette Favron
Spring finally found us and the snow has quickly receded 

to show unusually large numbers of mouse tunnels that had 
been built under the snow. They assure us that this fall will be 
rampant with mice looking for winter shelter. Many beekeepers 
here suffered very high losses, including me. We are a resilient 
bunch and most beekeepers that I have heard from are buying 
new stock and keeping going. There is considerable interest in 
beekeeping on a small scale here in the northwest. At ‘Seedy 
Saturday’ last month, there were several people interested in 
a short introduction to bees that involves a tour of a hive. I 
plan to hold these sessions later in the season. Many people are 
concerned about pollinators and want to know what they can 
do to help protect them. Rising food prices seem to be having 
the effect of getting people thinking about where their food 
comes from and how they can produce more of it themselves. 
Learning how to keep our bees in a self-sustaining manner in 
the more northern areas is a challenge. Anyone interested in 
joining our meetings may contact me at 250-638-1533 for the 
next meeting date. 

Prince George
~ John Phillips

I have been involved with bees for about 20 years, first 
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• 100% Recyclable 
DISPLAY UNITS

• Container LABELS of 
any size or shape 

• Gift set PACKAGING 
for your specialty honey 
collections

Sustaining the Honey 
Bee – Our company 
pledges to donate to 

BC’s Boone Hodgson 

Wilkinson Bee 

Research Fund for 
every order placed by a 

BCHPA Member.
We’re Partners in 

Everyone’s Future! 

Toll free 
1-800-661-3377

www.greatlittlebox.com

email: 

info@greatlittlebox.com.

Richmond, 

Kelowna, Victoria 

and Everett, Wa

helping my father-in-law with his 25 hives and now as a small 
1 to 2 hive beekeeper in my back yard in the city of Prince 
George.   Some of the PG members have 1 to 4 hives in the city 
but most keep their bees in the surrounding rural areas.  The 
rural members have from 3 to 60 hives each. 

The March and April meetings were each well attended by 
about 20 people, several of them being present for the first time.  
Barry Clark donated a laptop computer and the club bought 
a projector to give educational presentations.  At the March 
meeting we watched the documentary, “Vanishing of the Bees” 
and a power point presentation by Barry on his attendance at 
the first Apimondia Conference on Organic Beekeeping held 
in Bulgaria in August, 2010.  Both were very interesting and 
educational.  At the April meeting some members picked up 
packages of Super Boost but they will have to wait to use them 
as we are having a late and cold spring and therefore no pollen.

The next field day will be June 11, 2011 at the same place as 
last year, the Meise family farm.

Most beekeepers in our area experienced significant losses 
this past winter, approximately 75% overall.  Varroa mites 
continue to be a serious problem for most of us except for one 
beekeeper, Wally Steidle, who lives in an isolated area.  This 
might help explain his 85% survival rate this year.  He is also 
one of three local beekeepers who bring their bees indoors over 
winter.  One of the other two indoor beekeepers, Ivan McGill, 
sometimes goes away during the winter.  This year he had 
temperature control problems causing a large loss of hives so 
he is going to install a remote temperate sensing and control 
module that he can control over the internet.

Packaged bees will be here soon and the Nucs will be 
arriving on May 14.

We wish everyone a healthy beekeeping year. 

Vancouver Island North 
~ Larry Lindahl

I’m told spring is here, but it’s hard to believe with frost 
and freezing temperatures every night for the last two weeks. 
However, we have had a few nice days with the bees flying, with 
pollen and nectar coming in from hazelnut, crocus, daffodil and 
skunk cabbage. The Indian plum is just now starting to bloom 
and will be followed shortly by the maples.

Winter/Spring losses seem to vary from 15% to 50%.
With all the various chemical treatments coming into the 

honeybee industry, I’m beginning to wonder if I’m a pharmacist 
or a beekeeper... With that in mind, make sure your brood 
combs are changed out at least every three years because of all 
the chemical combinations absorbed in the wax.

As with every spring that comes around, we still look 
forward to a bumper crop this year!

Cheers,
Larry

Metro Vancouver and Squamish
~ Don Cameron

April 14th and last night there was hail and snow in the lower 
mainland with the  high  for  today forecast at a February-like 
6°C. Our early apple trees that are typically in blossom by now 
are at least two weeks away. More importantly, the dandelions 
are few and far between. And to think a year ago we were just 
about to move into blueberries! It is looking like one last  trip 
to Costco for a few bags of expensive, “just-in-case” sugar! 

An informal survey at our Richmond beekeepers meeting 
last week indicated that hobbyists and sideliners, with some 
variation, have experienced relatively modest hive losses this 
winter. Squamish beekeepers are reporting low mortality rates 
as well. Replacement packages and imported queens appear to 
have been readily available from late February on.

Beekeeping interest continues to grow with a small club 
developing in Point Roberts and several new members 
attending both the most recent Richmond and Squamish 
meetings. There are now at least two schools in the Vancouver 
area with beekeeping clubs and a third looking to form one.

“Day of the Honey Bee” celebrations are being discussed 
for several farm markets. The Delta museum is preparing a 
bee exhibit for this summer while the Earthwise Society and 
the Delta Chamber of Commerce are launching a programme 
encouraging businesses and homeowners alike to plant bee 
friendly habitat.

Good luck to everyone for a successful season!  ❀

The follies which a man 

regrets most in his life 

are those which he didn't 

commit when he had the 

opportunity.  

 ~Helen Rowland
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Classifieds.....
KEEPING BEES HEALTHY WITH FORMIC ACID SINCE 
1994 A year in keeping: 500 hives Pollination, Bee breeding and 
stock producing Operation in Kelowna, BC. A must for clubs library 
and educational programs. $ 10- 90 min. DVD Ph/Fax: 1-250-762-
8156 E mail: billruzicka@mitegone.com

FOR SALE: 2.5 Gallon feed pails c/w screen insert $2.00 each 
Contact: old-rifleman@yahoo.ca

When substituting honey for sugar in any basic recipe, 
observe the following guidelines:

• Measure honey with a greased utensil.
• Honey has 1½ times the sweetening power of sugar.
• Reduce the liquid in the recipe by ¼ cup for each cup 

of honey used to replace sugar.
• Use a mild-flavored honey, unless the flavor of the 

honey is a necessary part of the recipe.
• Reduce the cooking temperature by 25°F.

Source: Adapted from D. Sammataro and A. Avitable, 
The Beekeeper’s Handbook (Ithaca, New York: Cornell 
University Press, 1998).

Honey Substitutions
Our next issue of BeesCene will be 
printed a little  earlier than usual. 

Please be aware that
contributions will be due on June 23 
for the fall issue. Thank you for your 

support and we endeavor to keep 
bringing you BeesCene in the way 

you’ve known and loved it!

Notice to Advertisers and 
Contributors:

Schedule Change
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Fabulous Survivor Speakers include:
•	 Dr.	Leonard	Foster,	UBC
•	 Dr.	Dewey	Caron,	Oregon	State	University	

Corvallis
•	 Sue	Coby,	University	of	California	Davis
•	 Tim	Lawrence,	Washington	State	University
•	 Dr.	Pierre	Giovenazzo,	Laval	University
•	 Dr.	Ramish	Sagili,	Oregon	State	University
•	 Dr.	Elizabeth	Elle,	Simon	Fraser	University
•	 Dr.	Stevel	Pernal,	AAFC,	Beaver	Lodge	Research	

Station,	AB
•	 George	Hansen,	Vice	President	of	American	

Beekeepers	Association
•	 Bob	Liptrot,	Vancouver	Island	Beekeeper
...	with	more	to	come

Bee a Survivor!
October 20 to 23, 2011

Exciting Auction Items!
Take a tour of Leonard Foster’s UBC Lab (max 20 people)
Check out the BCHPA website for the “Honey Competition” The Hive has spoken!

Early Bird Registration only $225. before September 15th

British Columbia Honey Producers Association - Richmond BC
Educational Conference and Annual General Meeting - October 20 to 23, 2011

For further information contact:  
Wayne	Neidig	by	phone:	604-591-1385
email:	wayneneidig@hotmail.com
www.bcbeekeepers.com

Early Bird Draws (before Sept. 15, 2011)
•		upgrade	room	to	mini	suite
•		2-	2012	Queens

Delta Vancouver Airport
phone-	604-278-1241		alt.	1-800-268-1133				
www.deltahotels.com
BCHPA	Rate	when	requested	$119.00	plus	taxes

Name of Registrant: _______________________________

Accompanying Spouse: _____________________________

Mailing Address: __________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Telephone: ______________________________________

Fax: ___________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________

Send registration form and payment to:
BCHPA Treasurer - BCHPA 2011 Conference
PO Box 1650, Comox B.C.   V9M 8A2

Cheques made payable to the   
BC Honey Producers Association

Registration Fees: Advanced Full Registration
(includes 3 Lunches,Wine and Cheese, Banquet and  
2 Educational Days and eligibility for early bird draws). 
 $225. x _____ = _______

Full Registration Fees: After Sept. 15, 2011
includes 3 Lunches,Wine and Cheese, Banquet and  
2 Educational Days $260. x _____ = _______

Educational Days October 22 and 23, 2011:  
Comes with 2 lunches $180. x _____ = _______

Wine & Cheese Social Event 
includes 1 free glass of wine $30. x _____ = _______

Extra Banquet Tickets $60. x _____ = _______

Extra Lunch tickets: (each day Friday Oct. 21, Saturday 
Oct. 22 & Sunday Oct. 23, 2011) $25. x _____ = _______

  Total:   _________

Educational Conference 
& BC Honey Producers 

Association AGM


