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Letter from the editors . . .
Greetings to all, and we hope that the
New Year is treating everyone well so
far. Up here in Telkwa all is well, though
we’ve certainly had an interesting
winter. There hasn’t been as much
snow, and we’ve had those warm spells
that are becoming the standard, with
folks banking on having some rainy and
messy weather in December or January
(or if we’re extra unfortunate, in both
months). The temperatures have gone
back to being around normal now, in the
beginning of February. In the last week
we’ve had a few blizzard days, so the
snowpack is up some, but still not where
it usually is; most farmers are hoping
for a bit more to see them through the
summer.
Weather is a great device for opening
communication, a baseline everyone can
somehow relate to. Finding a productive
vantage point when you’re trying to
create dialogue, especially between a
diverse group of people (or a diverse
group of groups) isn’t easy. The stormy
weather in New Brunswick during the
recent Canadian Honey Council/CAPA
AGM may have done its part in bringing
together disparate viewpoints; we can
only hope so. We’ll be hearing more
about these important meetings at our
Semi-Annual in Kamloops, which isn’t
too far away.

In conjunction with these meetings
in Moncton, Carlos Castillo, Applied
Scientist Manager at the National Bee
Diagnostic Centre at Grand Prairie
Regional College, gave an update on
activities and advances at the new
centre, as well as an introduction to the
National Honey Bee Health Survey they
began work on last year. This survey, the
first of its kind in Canada, will be a four
year, nationwide, confidential survey to
establish a real time assessment of the
health of canadian honey bee stock.
Their goal is to determine the incidence
and distribution of the most common
pests, diseases and parasites affecting
honey bee stock, as well as to establish
the presence or absence of exotic threats
to the beekeeping industry in Canada.
The aim of their survey is to
close a knowledge gap in the sector
and provide baseline data that is
reliable enough to evaluate honey bee
health across the country. Researchers,
Provincial Associations and Provincial
Apiculturists will work together to
select participant apiaries. The results
of this survey will certainly contribute
useful data to the ongoing discussions of
bee health at the national level.
A great deal of energy in the last
few years seems to have been devoted
to pesticide concerns, and the resulting

conflict that has arisen between different
agricultural groups - who at first glance
may seem to be at odds. Concerns
about chemicals in the environment
are certainly justified, but this issue has
overshadowed all the other variables
affecting bee health, and as a result
the dialogue has become unbalanced.
Initiatives like this one from the NBDC
will add much needed knowledge and
robustness to the discussion.
What kinds of things can beekeepers
across the country do to fuel a more
balanced dialogue? It helps to look
past perceived differences and see if
you can communicate with those you
think you have the least in common
with. It’s a guarantee that if you do get
to some common ground, you’ll learn
some things that you never expected.
Try talking weather with someone you
wouldn’t normally talk to and see where
that takes you.
We hope to see you in Kamloops,
where the discussion will continue, and
best wishes (for good weather) to you
all in the meantime. ❀
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From the President
Time has passed very quickly since the AGM and it is almost
time for the Semi-Annual meeting. The Executive has been
working on a number of projects, including planning the
Semi-Annual. Jeff Lee and Ian Farber are organizing an
excellent program and accommodations, and we hope to see
many of you there. Jeff has also been coordinating with the
Comox Valley Beekeepers’ Association. President Jennifer
Dilfer and her organizing committee are hard at work putting
together this year’s AGM in Courtenay.
A big change happening with the BCHPA has been the
reorganization of Divisions into “Branches” or independent
Societies. A short article on page 37 in the Winter BeesCene
notified members of changes to the Societies Act of BC. All
former Divisions and other bee clubs are encouraged to take
a look at the information that has been sent to your Club
Presidents.
To give a little background on the new classifications:
when a Society is incorporated, it acquires all of the powers
of an individual, as well as an independent existence – separate and distinct from its members – and an
unlimited life expectancy. A Branch would
share in that status without having to do the
work of writing a constitution and bylaws
and without the extra expense.
Organizing as a Branch (easiest) or Society (a little
more work and expense) should not be delayed. Although questions will be answered
at the Semi-Annual business meeting, these
changes should be mostly completed or at
least well underway by then. Don't wait!
Winter is a good time to do paperwork, with
the bees not requiring as much of your attention. If you have
any questions please get in touch with me.
This year’s membership rebate can provide your Branch
or Affiliated Society with some extra cash for your local
projects. To become eligible, your members should have
joined the BCHPA by January 31. Write to me to request an
extension until February 28, if you require it.
Along with organizational changes, the website has been
evolving, thanks to Ian Bissonnette’s hard work. He has
expanded the members only section, which will soon provide
easier access for you to print a membership card, check the
status of your insurance, read back-issues of the BeesCene and
check for yourself whether you renewed your membership.
Don’t forget that BCHPA memberships and insurance (if
purchased) run from Jan 1 to Dec 31. You can sign up online
with PayPal or download the membership form, fill it out
and mail it with a cheque. From now on, the next year’s
membership form will appear on the website on October 1.
Anyone who signs up or renews from Oct 1 until Dec 31 will
be sure that their full following year’s membership will be in
force with no interruptions. Although there is a “grace period”
for memberships, that is not the case for insurance policies,
which expire on December 31, so don’t delay renewal.
Another project that has been in the works for several
years has come to fruition. The BCHPA Certified Instructors’

Course, which was run
as a pilot at the Kelowna AGM (graduating 13
instructors at that time),
has been finalized and
will be offered again
at the Semi-Annual in
March, with a minimum registration of 6
students. CongratulaCatherine Culley
tions to Lance Cuthill,
BCHPA President
Axel Krause and Ian
Farber for their hard
work in preparing and running this course. This will provide a
source of qualified teachers to educate new beekeepers across
BC, using an approved curriculum.
I have had the opportunity to talk to most of the Regional
Reps by now, which has been of great benefit to my
understanding of the diversity of beekeeping experience
in our province. A new map showing the
boundaries for Bee Inspectors’ and Regional
Reps’ territories is being prepared with the
help of Paul van Westendorp. We plan to
engage regularly with our Reps in order to
reach out to beekeepers all over the province.
They are a vital component of the BCHPA
organization and we are grateful to them for
taking on their roles.
Another forthcoming item is a 2015
membership survey, with which we will
invite you to share your opinions and
concerns. Dan Mawson, who prepared the survey for the
AGM, has agreed to build a new general survey covering a
variety of topics, allowing you to guide the Executive in its
constitutionally-mandated roles of:
• Promoting and encouraging the keeping of bees using the
most suitable methods for their effective management;
• Disseminating reliable and practical information of interest
to beekeepers;
• Promoting public knowledge of beekeeping through
education programs, exhibitions and sponsorship of
beekeeping instruction;
• Promoting the role of bees in agricultural pollination;
• Representing the interests of British Columbia beekeepers
to the provincial and federal governments;
• Providing forums for debate, information exchange and
fellowship among its members.
Related to these roles, two recent initiatives are the BCHPA Pesticide Forum at the Semi-Annual and Business Development with government grant and contribution applications.
The business development initiative is related to production
of BC bees (nucs, packages, queens) for sale to Canadian beekeepers. Your input is welcome on these issues.
Have your say! Tell us how we are doing! We look
forward to hearing from you...and wish you the best in the
coming year. ❀
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Canadian Honey Council
Stan Reist
Courtney White
6124 Metral Drive, Nanaimo, BC, V9T 2L6 Fraser Valley 
4530 198 Street, Langley BC V3A 1E8
tel 250.390.2313
tel 604.309.1684
email: chcrepresentative@bcbeekeepers.com
email: courtney.leigh.white@gmail.com
Immediate Past President Wayne Neidig
Rudi Peters
9090 Birch Place, Delta, BC, V4C7M4 Terrace-Smithers
4524
Haugland
ave.,
Terrace,
B.C.
V8G 1G3
tel 604.591.1385
tel 250.615.7404 email: r.peters@telus.net
email: immediatepastpresident@bcbeekeepers.com
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tel 250.596.1007 email: jphillips@telus.net
		
tel 604.266.9301 email: jboone@telus.net
Cariboo Region 
Katie Rasmussen
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Ian Farber
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3249 Schubert Rd, Kamloops, BC V2B 6Y4
email: rasmussen.katie.e@gmail.com
		
tel 250.579.8518 email: ian_farber@telus.net
West Kootenays 
Dave Johnson

BC Bee Breeders Association President
726 Ogilvie Rd, Nelson BC V1L 6P9

Barry Denluck
tel 250.229.4765, fax 250.229.5674
3301 Port Washington Road
email: beejohnson@shaw.ca
Pender Island, B.C.
East Kootenays 
Michael Malmberg
email: President@BCBeeBreeders.ca
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keeping bees, so I made a deal that he bought the bees and I
supplied the equipment. I had my own bees at home so I was
a little stretched for supers. I was worried about the wind so
I picked this spot for the little bit of shelter the old shed in
the foreground provided. For about a month before the bees
came, a snowy owl sat on the roof of this shed, while I tried
to decide where to put them; I finally decided that the owl was
telling me where to put them. The early start and a second
flow of alfalfa in the fall made these two hives among the top
producers I’ve had in the Bulkley Valley. It sure inspired my
friend to take up beekeeping. ~ Eric Anderson
Volume 31, #1 SPRING 2015
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Beelines

News from the Ministry of Agriculture
PAUL VAN WESTENDORP, Manager, BCMA Apiculture Program
paul.vanwestendorp@gov.bc.ca.

EFB Correction
Insufficient proofreading caused a mix-up in the short
article I wrote about European Foulbrood (EFB) in the last
issue of BeesCene. I wrote that the causal agent of EFB
was Paenibacillus alvei while the secondary invader was
Mellisococcus plutonius. It is the other way around, where
M. plutonius is the causal agent, and P. alvei is the bacterium
generally observed under the microscope.
Nosema ceranae and Fumagillin
The efficacy of fumagillin to control Nosema ceranae has
been reported to be less than controlling N. apis. Medivet,
the manufacturer, has therefore adjusted its label instructions
to ensure efficacy is maintained. I think it is important to
remember that Nosema disease today almost exclusively
involves N. ceranae, as N. apis has virtually disappeared. N.
ceranae is known to be more virulent
compared to N. apis.
To mitigate the impact of the disease,
beekeepers may adjust their management
practices by monitoring for Nosema more
closely in the fall (followed by possible
treatment if infection levels warrant
it), and in the early spring. Contrary to
many claims, N. ceranae infections tend
to decline rapidly in spring and from early summer onward,
spores are rarely detected in laboratory tests. The cyclical
occurrence of Nosema caused by N. apis in the past has
remained the same with N. ceranae.
Two other issues to consider are: 1) whether fumagillin is
perhaps showing a decline in efficacy which is an issue of
considerable concern because there are no drug alternatives
available, and 2) Nosema infections may be on the rise
and are perhaps more severe because of greater honey bee
susceptibility as a result of the impact and stresses caused by
other pathogens and chemical exposure. To address the first
question, beekeepers are strongly recommended to limit the
use of fumagillin - only when test results demand its use.
Prophylactic use of any drug promotes the development of
resistance in the disease organism which will lead to nonefficacy of the drug.
Apiary Inspector – Southern Vancouver Island
With great pleasure am I announcing the appointment of David Macdonald as the new Apiary Inspector of Southern Vancouver Island. David acquired a great deal of beekeeping experience over the years, and earned his Bee Master certificate
along the way. David has been a career Fire Fighter in Metro
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Vancouver until his retirement in 2014. With David’s experience and skills, beekeepers of Southern Vancouver Island and
Gulf Islands will be well served. You may contact David at
250-538-8481 or islandapiaryinspector@telus.net.
Gypsy Moth Spraying – Delta and Burnaby
The Gypsy Moth is classified as one of the most serious forest
pests in North America, where it attacks a range of woody
plants. Several levels of government monitor for Gypsy
Moths at different times of the season. Egg masses were
collected in 2014 in a few locations in Delta and Burnaby.
Various government agencies including the Ministry of
Environment and Ministry of Forests and Lands will carry out
aerial applications using Btk between April 15 and June 30.
Btk is a biological control product approved for use in
organic farming, and consists of the common soil bacterium
Bacillus thurigiensis var. kurstaki. The
bacterium only affects the caterpillar stage
of Lepidopterans (moths and butterflies)
when ingested. The caterpillar’s intestinal
environment is alkaline causing the
bacterium to multiply and release toxic
substances. As a result the caterpillar
stops feeding and dies after a few days.
Adult insects including bees are not
affected as they have an acidic digestive environment. For
more information about Btk, visit http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/
hfp/gypsymoth/whatisbtk.htm.
Before the start of the aerial spray program, beekeepers
registered in the target areas will be contacted and advised
about the exact areas of spraying and the projected application
dates. For more information about the 2015 spray program,
please visit http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfp/gypsymoth/index.
htm.
Introductory Beekeeping Course
As mentioned in previous issues of BeesCene, the Apiculture
program is gearing up to present the Introductory Beekeeping
course in two formats. The classroom format is the most
comprehensive course and most suitable for those located
in the Fraser Valley. It consists of 6 Wednesday evening
class sessions of 2.5 hours starting on March 18. It will be
presented at Kwantlen Polytechnic University – Langley
Campus. There will also be a field day near the end of the
course. The popularity of the course has grown so much over
the years that we can no longer accommodate all applicants.
As an alternative, we will also offer for the first time a shorter
version of the same course through a series of webinars.

The Introductory Beekeeping webinar course will be of
particular interest to people located outside the Fraser Valley.
It will consist of 4 sessions of 2 – 2.5 hours each, and is
tentatively planned for successive Saturday mornings starting
in mid tolate March.
For each course, we have established a Notification List
where interested persons can have their name and email
address added. When course arrangements have been
finalized, an email will be distributed to all names with course
details including registration instructions.
For more information, please visit our website; www.
al.gov.bc.ca/apiculture and select “Courses”.
Status of Menthol to Control Tracheal Mites
Factsheet #004 lists registered drugs and chemicals used to
control bee diseases and pests. The list also includes Menthol
used to control Tracheal Mites. It must be mentioned that
Menthol has never been registered with Health Canada’s Pest
Management Regulatory Agency for use in beehives. Instead,
PMRA permits its use as long as it is in accordance with the
Note to Capco C92-05: Scheduling of Menthol for Honey
Bee Tracheal Mite Control. More details can be found on the
Health Canada – PMRA website.
Animal Health Act – Bee Regulations
The Cabinet recently approved the proposed Animal Health
Act (AHA) and the Lieutenant Governor signed the legislation into law shortly thereafter. The AHA is now officially the
legislation that regulates all livestock including honey bees.
The old Bee Act and its provisions are no longer applicable.
The development of the AHA was a multi-year task that involved numerous people from administrators and text writers
to lawyers and commodity specialists. Most of the provisions
of the former Bee Act were incorporated in the new legislation. Changes were applied to the duties and authority of the
Apiary Inspector while beekeepers carry greater responsibility in managing their bees. The AHA also includes Enforcement Regulations that focus on non-compliance. In general,
beekeepers will not experience any changes to managing their
bees.
In the near future, the Act and Regulations will be posted on
our website www.al.gov.bc.ca/apiculture. Relevant sections
may also be posted on the BCHPA website..
Spring Survey 2015
In the next few months, we will be sending an email to all
registered beekeepers to encourage their participation with the
annual Spring Survey. This simple, 5-minute online survey
will assist in determining winter colony losses and identify the
most likely causes. Strong participation provides increased
confidence in the results.
Please note that all of our surveys are anonymous and
must comply with the Personal Information Protection Act
which guarantees that the information you provide remains
confidential and anonymous. Data will only be used for
statistical purposes.
Jaquie Bunse’s Retirement
It is with reluctance and sadness that I announce the retirement
of Jaquie Bunse, long-time Apiary Inspector. Jaquie was
first appointed in 1993 and assigned the Fraser Valley as her
inspection area. While not the largest geographical area, the

valley always included the largest number of beekeepers
operating a major proportion of all colonies in the province.
As if inspection work was not enough, Jaquie felt the need
to get involved with developing the Introductory Beekeeping
Course and assisted in preparing the Bee Master course every
two years. During this time, she not only operated a few dozen
colonies on her own, she was also involved in other hobbies
from gardening to rearing goats. Jaquie also assisted me in
various field studies on disease control over the years.
Outside her actual inspection work, Jaquie volunteered to
serve as President of the BCHPA for almost two terms. During
these years, she continued to fulfill her passion for the outdoors
and spent time skiing, scuba-diving, climbing mountains and
once building an igloo for weekend accommodation with
husband Rick. Some of you may remember when she took
off one summer, so that she and Rick could paddle their sea
kayaks from Stewart (at the tip of the Alaska panhandle) down
to Vancouver!
A couple of years ago, Jaquie indicated that she wanted
to reduce her inspection work (which was then taken on by
Scott Gordon). Last fall, Jaquie decided to retire before the
start of the 2015 beekeeping season. While she has indicated
her wish to remain involved with the Ministry’s beekeeping
courses, I will greatly miss Jaquie’s infectious enthusiasm and
involvement. It has been a wonderful 22 years working with
her and I will always remain grateful for all the support and
enthusiasm that Jaquie brought to the Apiculture Program. I
wish her the very best in retirement. ❀
~ Paul van Westendorp
Provincial Apiculturist

A Bee’s Best
Defense
AgAinst the
VArroA Mite
Apistan® anti-varroa mite strips are
an essential part of any varroa mite
control program.
• The convenience of no-mess strips.
• Easy-to-follow application.
• Fluvalinate, the active ingredient
in Apistan® is released at a
constant, controlled rate, targeting
varroa as they emerge from
brood cells.
• Tough on mites. Gentle on bees.
• Won’t leave a residue in honey.
• Economical, Health Canada
approved varroa miticide.
For additional information, contact your favourite
bee supplies company or call 1-800-688-7378.
Always read and follow label directions.

Apistan and Apistan with design are registered trademarks of Wellmark International.
©2002, 2009, 2012 Wellmark International.

10242012

Volume 31, #1 SPRING 2015
BeesCene journal – BC Honey ProducersV2.indd 1

7

8/20/13 9:43 AM

Join us this Spring
at the BCHPA
Semi-Annual
Meeting
in Kamloops, BC
Education Day Speakers:
Melanie Kirby
Mark Spitzig
John Gibeau
Liz Huxter

Stan Reist
Paul van Westendorp
Julia and Sarah Common
Axel Krause and Lance Cuthill

The Business Day is free and open
to all members of the BCHPA.
This year, there is an Education Day
discount for members, only $50!
$70 for non-members.
BCHPA Memberships available at the door.
The BCHPA has also arranged a speclal
guest room rate with the hotel of $109.
When calling the Holiday Inn & Suites
please advise you are attending
the BCHPA Semi-Annual.
Phone: +1 250-376-8288
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March
13 & 14
2015
Holiday Inn & Suites
675 Tranquille Road,
Kamloops, BC

March 12
The Newly Approved
Certified Instructors
Course
March 13
Semi-Annual
Business Meeting
March 14
Education Day

BCHPA
Certified
Instructor
Course

The BCHPA is offering a course to certify instructors
of Introductory Beekeeping. Course participants will
be given curriculum requirements, lesson aids and
instruction on teaching techniques. Graduates will
be listed on the BCHPA website as BCHPA Certified
Instructors.
Course Prerequisites:
• Successful completion of the BC BeeMasters Course.
• Presently operating an apiary and have continuously
kept honey bees for a minimum of 5 years with
preference given to those with more years of experience.
• Alternate course work and experience can be submitted
for consideration by the BCHPA Instructor Course
Committee.
• Must be a BCHPA member in good standing.
Course Information:
Cost: $250
Location: Kamloops Holiday Inn and Suites
Date: Thursday March 12, 2015
Time 8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Course enrolment: 6 minimum & 12 maximum
Info: Lance Cuthill: 250.426.6049

APPLICATION FOR BCHPA CERTIFIED INSTRUCTOR COURSE
Please Print

Name ______________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
City ________________________

Province _____

Phone _________________________

Postal Code ___________

Email _________________________

BeeMasters Course: _______ (Year)

I have been a beekeeper for: ___ (Years)

I presently operate: ___ (# of Colonies)

Teacher training: (__ Yes __ No)

By: February 28, 2015
Please submit this application along with payment of $250 to:
BCHPA Treasurer
P.O. Box 5594, Victoria BC, V8R 6S4
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Canadian Honey Council
By the time you get to read this
we’ll be well into the New Year, and
I hope that all is well with you and
your families. At this time Gerry is
stepping down as our representative
on the Canadian Honey Council and
I will be taking over. Gerry has done
an admirable job in this position for
Stan Reist,
the
past four years and should be
Canadian
commended
for it. There will be a
Honey Council
void upon his retirement, and to this
end if something comes up at the
national level this is where we should be looking, to people
in our membership with the knowledge of the industry and its
workings. Thanks Gerry from all of us in the BCHPA for a
job well done.
Since taking over the position of CHC representative I
have been reading about neonicotinoids (NNI’s) in an effort
to become better informed. What’s interesting are the myriad
reports, findings and contradictions that swirl
around this topic, and it appears that not many
can agree on anything. The Ontario government
has a plan to reduce the use of NNI’s on corn
and soybean seeds by some 80% in the growing
season of 2017. While some are not happy there
will not be a full ban, others are warning about
the end of grain growers and family farms. It
is reported that the Grain Growers of Ontario
walked out of the meeting with Government officials to form
their own Pollinator Task Force. They claim that the proposed
regulations do not focus on pollinator health and beekeeping
practices, nor that they are conducive to better environmental
stewardship.
Though I don’t like pesticides, we all have to use them
at some time to protect our food. The sustainable way to do
this is by testing and monitoring to determine if there is an
economic need to use them. Some reports in the USA have
pointed out that there is little benefit to soybean seed treated
with NNI’s.
BCHPA President Catherine Culley and I have talked about
this problem and she has pointed out a valuable observation.
Don’t look at a scientist’s name or the researcher’s name.
Look at the science. Science is science - it might not be what
you’re looking for but it’s what you have, and through peer
review, it either will or will not be accepted. We have a lot of
research in this area and its past time to get on with fixing the
problems of prophylactic use of seed treatments for corn and
soybean.
At some point in time WE ALL have to sit down and come
up with solutions so that everyone can prosper. Agriculture
and Agri-foods Canada (AAFC) has established the National
Bee Health Round Table with a lot of stakeholders, which is a
good thing. This is like the union bargaining that the employees
want this, and the company is only offering that. I hope that we
do not default and need Vince Ready, BC top rated mediator,
to help us reach a consensus. The National Round Table has
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just begun and additional action committees will be launched
to give participation to provincial associations.
The principles of IPM have been in our education seminars
for years. Canada’s PMRA “...encourages growers to follow
Integrated Pest Management practices, and supports the
ongoing work in the provinces to develop tools and information
to better understand when treated seed is necessary for crop
protection, and to reduce the use of treated seed where it is
not necessary.” (From PRMA’s Update on NNI, Nov. 25,
2014, item 3, Managing Risk). It appears that PMRA is not
prepared, at this time, to remove NNIs from the marketplace,
and will rely upon the provinces to control their use.
There are more and more warnings that we cannot
keep using prophylactic treatments of drugs and pesticide
chemicals just because we aren’t prepared to do the testing to
verify whether we really need them. In some cases we have
lost the ability of drugs like Oxytet to treat Foulbrood. So
now we have a product called Tylosin to do the same job. But
again it doesn’t cure it. In other provinces that export honey to
foreign countries, it can be a problem if there
are no Minimum Residue Levels (MRLs) for
the importing country, as currently exist in
Japan. However, Japan does have MRLs for
some imported products such as meat, so the
CHC is working to have them also included
for honey.
There are other issues in the CHC that are
being dealt with, not all NNI’s, including:
Chinese honey imports, stock replacement, temporary foreign
workers, Food Safety C-BISQT and Bee Biosecurity Guide
booklet, bee feed regulatory changes, and funding from
Costco for research. ❀

Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing
Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill

Box 100
Bulyea, Saskatchewan
SOG 0L0

Phone: 306-725-4820
Fax: 306-725-3193
www.lambacres.ca

Van and
Isle
Apiaries
Bee Products
NUCS • QUEENS
PACKAGES
Grant Stringer
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Tel 250-652-9834 Fax 250-665-6121
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3

Research Review
by Leonard J. Foster
Control of Varroa by
confusing their sense of smell?
When Varroa mites emerge from a cell
along with a new adult bee, they try to find
another bee that they can parasitize. While
mites prefer to reproduce in drone cells, they
actually prefer to parasitize workers and
they like nurse bees over foragers, possibly
because if they go for a ride on a forager
there is a chance they won’t make it back.
Leonard Foster, BSc, PhD
Our current methods for controlling Varroa
Photo by Brian Hawkes,
involve several different approaches: e.g.,
Genome BC
amitraz directly kills mites by shutting down
critical signaling in the brain, while formic
acid makes the mites fall off the bees, hopefully to never return. Some clever
people have been trying to come up with other ways of controlling the mites,
focusing on some unique aspects of their biology. As mentioned, once mites
emerge they have to find a worker to parasitize, and they do this through their
sense of smell – they can detect and respond to the particular scent of a worker
bee.
What if we could disguise the scent of workers so that mites couldn’t sense them?
This would effectively prevent the mites from finding their target, suppress their
growth rate and starve them, if not wipe them out completely. You could think
about changing the odour of the workers but that would be difficult to achieve. An
alternative strategy would be to flood the colony with the scent of worker bees so
that everything smells like a worker, and the confused mites would no longer be
able to find their target.
This theory was tested in a recent study by Erika Plettner’s group at Simon
Fraser University, and their collaborators at the Volcani Center in Israel (Eliash
et al. “Can We Disrupt the Sensing of Honey Bees by the Bee Parasite Varroa
destructor?” 2014. PLoS One. 9(9): e106889). These researchers used the Varroa
‘chemosensory organ’ (also known as its nose), which is found on the mite’s front
legs, to test whether a series of compounds found on nurse bees but not foragers
could disrupt the ability of the mite to sense the nurse bees.
They took this finding one step further and showed that when a mite was exposed
to these compounds, they started to prefer foragers over nurses. While these
findings are still a long ways off from a commercial Varroa control product, they
do show a lot of promise. The right combination of chemicals, applied similarly
to how we use formic acid, could be very effective against mites but would be
completely non-toxic to bees. ❀

News Item:
MiteGone pads for use with 65% formic acid have been
registered for use by beekeepers in Canada.
REGISTRATION NO. 31315 PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS ACT
For more information go to www.mitegone.com
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Prince George Beekeepers
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Vancouver

Cranbrook

Victoria

The Prince George Beekeepers’
Club has been a division of the
BCHPA for many decades. In 1998
and 2008 we hosted the AGM and
Education Day on behalf of the
organization. In 2014 we had a
total membership of 43 folks. The
majority of members are hobbyists
and keep from 1 to 10 hives, with
most in the 2 or 3 hive range. We
have several members who are
in the 20 to 100 hive range. The
members of our club are made up
of townies and rural folk, about
a 50/50 split. I think the majority
of our membership are new to
beekeeping and come out to our
meetings to gain knowledge and
network. We include in our meetings
a segment for new beekeepers, and a
Q & A session.
In 2014, we put up displays at
4 events: Seedy Saturday, the BC
Northern Exhibition, Artists in the
Garden, and the Prince George
Mini Maker Fair. At all of these
events we were very well received
by the public, and we always gain
new members after one of these
events. In 2014 we also put on a
beginner beekeeping course. It was
the BCHPA Certified course that
covered 2 full days of classroom
instruction and 1 day at an apiary
working with the bees. It was very
well received and we hope to repeat
it again this spring.
Individuals in our club are
involved in bringing beekeeping to a
variety of areas and groups around
Prince George. One of our members
has bees at Exploration Place
(our local science museum at Fort

12

Volume 31, #1 SPRING 2015

George Park). This is a Boy Scout
led effort by one of our members
who is a Scout leader. Gerry
Bomford introduced bees to UNBC
several years ago and works with
students there to keep the hives. I
introduced bees to Baldy Hughes
Therapeutic Community two years
ago. This is a facility near Prince
George that helps adult men deal
with drug and alcohol addictions.
This past year they kept 3 hives,
and 10 of the residents were given
instruction on the art of beekeeping.
This will be incorporated into
their animal therapy program for
the coming year. Also, one of our
members started a beekeeping
group within the 4H program last
year and it is growing forward for
2015.
Our club meetings are the 2nd
Monday of each month, except when
that date falls on a public holiday,
then we meet on the 3rd Monday.
Our meetings are held at the College
of New Caledonia, in room 1-308A.
At the January AGM meeting the
club voted to continue our affiliation
with the BCHPA as a Branch. Our
name will be changing once we are
registered. We will be known as the
BCHPA - Prince George Branch.
The main change to our group will
be that all members will also be
members of the BCHPA. That said,
we will still welcome all visitors to
our meetings.

~ Barry Clark
The following are only a few of this
Club's members, those who agreed to
participate in the interviews.

Barry Clark
I am a retired police officer. I have
a small farm near Prince George
where I produce hay and honey.
My wife is still working as a public
health nurse, and I have 3 adult
children. My wife and the children
tolerate my fascination with bees,
however they won’t get anywhere
near them, even though I have bee
suits for everyone. I was just reelected as the president of our local
beekeepers association, and I am a
director of the Reid Lake Farmer’s
Institute.
Hive tool of choice?
I like using the J type hive tool the
most.
How and when did you get started
with bees?
I got my first 2 hives in 2006. Gerry
Bomford got me started. When I
was a boy I helped a beekeeper
in my home town of Lacombe,
Alberta. I thought then that I would
keep bees one day, and so here we
are!

How many hives are you
running?
I have 40 hives going into this
winter.
What is the main nectar source
in your area?
I have hayfields that are prolific
with alfalfa and clover, and there
is a good deal of fireweed that
grows in the bush around my
place. I also started growing
buckwheat for the bees.
Buckwheat is extremely frost
sensitive so I usually plant it at
the end of June every 2 years.
Smoker fuel used?
I use burlap if I’m in a hurry,
however I sometimes use wood
pellets mixed with wood shavings
if I’m going to be working one of
my bee yards for several hours.
It seems to last longer, however
the smoke can get too hot if you
aren’t careful.
Do you run nine or ten frames
in your brood chamber?
Ten.
Do you use queen excluders?
I use queen excluders on very
strong hives, not on weaker ones.
I still haven’t figured out the
queen excluder process yet. It
seems that sometimes they should
be called honey excluders!
Best tip received or to pass
along?
Feed your bees. Proper nutrition
is probably the most important
thing you can do for your bees,
and treat for mites early, right
after the honey comes off.

Carolyn McGhee
I am a retired physician and was
born in England, where I got married
to Jack McGhee, a general surgeon
who came from Trail. He took up
beekeeping when we moved to Prince
George in 1966. We were friends

Rebecca Austin and Randy
Chencharik
We moved into our country home eight
and a half years ago. Since my sons
moved out we now are “empty nesters”,
and have more time to enjoy gardening,
walking our dogs and indulging in our
hobbies. Randy uses repurposed wood
to make beer and wine boxes for a local
hobby brew and he also makes wooden
totes, artistic soap dishes, bird feeders
and top bar beehives. My hobby of
making soaps and lotions keeps me busy
in my spare time. We feel that keeping
bees is something we can do to make a
positive difference.
Hive tool of choice?
With our top bar beehive, we use a
serrated bread knife for separating the
bars and removing burr comb.
How and when did you get started
with bees?
Randy and I had discussed the idea of
having bees for more than two years
before we finally spoke to a local
beekeeper who directed us to the Prince
George Beekeepers’ monthly meetings.
We attended our first meeting in the Fall
of 2012 and after a couple of meetings,
we were right on time to order our first
package of bees. We got started with a
lot of assistance from a local beekeeper,
Gerry Bomford, who advised us on how
to manage the top bar hive.
What is the main nectar source in
your area?
The predominant nectar sources in our
community are dandelions, fireweed,

with John Corner, then the provincial
apiarist, who visited us and the local
Club regularly. Once, John brought
Eva Crane to visit, and we also went
to see her in England. We retired from
our profession in 1996, and carried on
with our hobbies which also included
travel. When Jack died in 2006, I
decided to try to carry on with the
beekeeping, and after I took the Short
Course at Simon Fraser University, I
became a bit more confident – I really
like to have the bees around the yard.
Hive tool of choice?
The hooked one.
What is your favourite honey?
Mine.

wildflowers and clover. We are
endeavoring to turn our large front lawn
into a field of wildflowers.
Smoker fuel used?
Randy and I haven’t used smoke before.
With our first colony, we sprayed sugar
water but the new bees are even more
placid and we have been able to do our
inspections and comb extraction with
few unhappy encounters.
Best sting remedy?
I had to resort to Benadryl when I
received multiple stings on my fingers
during the honey extracting process;
unfortunately, I’d trapped some bees
in with the comb and during the
sticky process of handling the comb, I
inadvertently squeezed a few bees.
Best tip received or to pass along?
The best tip that we took to heart in
our second attempt to keep bees in our
top bar beehive was to keep the bees
quite confined to force them to utilize
the entire width of the bar, in order
that the queen have plenty of brood
cells available. That certainly made the
difference in how the colony flourished.

How many hives are you running?
Went into this winter with 3.
What is the main nectar source in
your area?
Mixed wild and garden flowers.
Smoker fuel used?
Burlap, dried needles/ leaves, paper.
Best sting remedy?
Cold water.
Preferred method of swarm control?
Prevent overcrowding.
Do you run nine or ten frames in
your brood chamber?
Either.
Do you use queen excluders?
Yes.
Best tip received or to pass along?
Move slowly.
Volume 31, #1 SPRING 2015

13

Shawn Cherewick
I design and manufacture electronic
control systems with my business
called Protowerx Design Inc. I also
have a small hobby farm called
Ravenfield Farm. I became interested
in beekeeping long ago, but only
recently had the opportunity to
become involved. I am the 4-H
Beekeeping Leader for the Prince
George area, and have my Bee Master
Certificate. I have been interviewed by

the local TV station about bees and am
currently working on electronic hive
monitoring technologies.
The interview is on YouTube http://youtu.be/xNUPYJ8f-8U
What is your favourite honey?
Unpasteurized, raw, wildflower honey.
I’m biased towards honey from
Ravenfield Farm…
How and when did you get started
with bees?
I moved from the lower mainland to
Prince George, put my kids into 4-H
and noticed honey bees as a project.
Had them do the honey bees, and I
tagged along for the ride.
How many hives are you running?
Currently I am running 10 hives,
but am looking to increase to 20 this
season.
What is the main nectar source in
your area?
The main nectar flow in my area is
clover and fireweed, however there

are many other plants we’ve yet to
identify.
Smoker fuel used?
Burlap, cardboard and dried cow pies.
Best sting remedy?
Do not have your daughter remove
the stinger, she will only squeeze
the venom sack with tweezers and
you will take a second hit – we’re
beekeepers... just don’t get stung.
Preferred method of swarm
control?
Well, I’ve not yet mastered this
art form but I was successful at
interrupting a swarm on my largest
hive in the 2014 season. I locked
the queen in the bottom two supers
and put one brood chamber high and
above some honey. This worked and
I did not lose any of my hive. I’m still
learning…
Best tip received or to pass along?
Don’t flail. Also, try to ‘listen’ to your
bees, be confident and relaxed. You
will learn what your hives are trying
to say.

Gerry Bomford
My paternal grandfather was a keeper of bees, and gifted
me with a lifelong interest. He was a horticulturist in
Great Britain, immigrated to Canada with a brother and
homesteaded in Manitoba.
How and when did you get started with bees?
I was able to get into the culture in the early 90’s with
a gift of a couple of nucs from longtime beekeeper Bob
Martin in Prince George. This is how it happened: my
wife Lynne hosted a garden tour for the David Douglas
Botanical Society. I had a number of lamb fleeces curing
on a pasture fence. I spotted an old dude sizing up my
stuff, so I walked out and he says, I see you have some
sheep but I don’t see any bees! Well young feller I tell you
what, I want 2 of those dark fleeces for my tractor seat,
and I will give you 2 colonies of honey bees, and like the
story goes, “away we went.” That was in the early 90’s.
The rest is history!
How many hives are you running?
I currently run about 30 colonies, in varied locations
within the district. I keep the bulk of my bees on the old
Myatovic farm within the PG city limits.
Hive tool of choice?
Hive tools, no favourites, they don’t seem to last long. I
sure have misplaced a considerable number. Pocketknives,
screwdrivers, pry bars, whatever can be made to work!
What is the main nectar source in your area?
Fireweed, Thistle, White clover, and alfalfa are the main
nectar source of a beautiful pale gold honey, and is quite
naturally my favourite once it’s in my jar.
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Smoker fuel used?
I don’t use much smoke, but when I do I use old burlap.
Preferred method of swarm control?
The best method of swarm control is space, if your queens
are jammed they get restless.
Do you use queen excluders?
I will on occasion use queen excluders, but prefer the 5x5
screened inner cover with a second queen, then split.

Border Collies to help on the ranch
and also compete in sheep and cattle
trials. I worked for Canfor for 25
years (to help build up the ranch).

Walter Steidle
My wife Susan and I have a cattle
ranch and apiary southwest of Prince
George in an area known as Punchaw.
Our two children, Melissa and James,
are both beekeepers; one is in PG and
the other is in Vancouver. We have

Hive tool of choice? For sure the
hook hive tool is my choice, I do like
a welder’s wire brush with the metal
scraper on it for cleaning the inside of
the supers.
What is your favourite honey? Our
land is mainly alsike clover with a
small amount of alfalfa, so I have to
be partial to clover honey.
How and when did you get started
with bees?
In 1972 a neighbour of mine gave
me her beekeeping equipment - a
couple of deeps and Dadant shallows
with lots of mouse activity in them,
a smoker (still have) and a 2 frame
galvanized extractor. I was only able
to salvage one or two frames that had
a bit of drawn comb on them when
my first package arrived.
How many hives are you running?
I’m wintering about 60 hives outside,

I did try some indoor wintering for
a couple of years but I think my
ventilation was not what it should
have been (not being on hydro made
things a little difficult).
Smoker fuel used?
Cedar shavings, pellets and grass
clippings.
Best Sting Remedy?
Swear!
Preferred method of swarm
control?
Give them room and hope they land
on a low branch!
Do you run nine or ten frames in
your brood chamber?
9
Do you use queen excluders?
YES
Best tip received or to pass along?
A friend told me that when she was a
girl she would throw dirt on a swarm
(her father had bees) to force them to
settle down. I couldn’t try that (too
much grass) but I have sprayed a
swarm with a garden hose and it did
work.

How and when did you get
started with bees?
I started with one hive in 1968.
How many hives are you
running?
The last 2 years about 40, but
most years try for close to 100.
What is the main nectar source
in your area?
With bee yards spread out, we
get a mixture. but mostly alsike
clover.
Smoker fuel used?
All I use is a spray bottle with a
mixture of thin sugar syrup with
Honey-B-Healthy. I use smoke
very little, with burlap sack.
Best sting remedy?
Flick stinger with fingernail, that’s
all I do.
Preferred method of swarm
control?
Young queens and 2-queen colonies.
Do you run nine or ten frames in
your brood chamber?
Ten except when using frame feeders.

Do you use queen excluders?
Yes, I don’t like brood in my honey
supers, but use shims above the
excluder to give an upper entrance
during the honey flow. Also, if they
raise a queen, it happens.
Best tip received or to pass along?
When I started my apprenticeship
an old tradesman told me, “listen to
everything”, then use what you think
you can use.

Ivan McGill
I came to Prince George in 1967 to
work for a newspaper in the printing
department, and retired in 1995 to
the RV park we started in 1990, just
outside of town. When my wife Lise
retired, she took over running the RV
park. I do the repairs and whatever
else needs to be done. The park
closes on Sept. 30, so after we put the
bees to bed we have been going away
for about 4 months each winter. Not
too far lately, just to Parksville, no
snow to shovel and a little warmer.
I have been wintering bees indoors
since approximately 1980, and had
good luck until mites came along, it
even changes indoor wintering. When
bees are sick they don’t winter well
indoors either.
Hive tool of choice?
I guess you would call it the
Canadian Tire “old standard”, with
a blade on one end, bent over on the
other.
What is your favourite honey?
I like most honey except the ones that
have a bad aftertaste.
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Gwynneth Purnell

Leah Stojkovic

I am new to beekeeping! I’m a Mum to 3 smart
and beautiful daughters, and wife of 26 years to a
wonderfully supportive and tolerant man. Originally
from the UK, we have lived all over Canada since
1989, settling in PG in 2001. I run a small farm
comprising beef cattle, laying hens and 3 beehives. (I
also take care of admin at a medical office but that’s
less exciting!) We share our home with a old Black
Lab, a crazy German Short-Hair Pointer and a longsuffering rabbit.
Hive tool of choice?
Definitely the ubiquitous “hive tool”. I have one with a
sharp scraper on one end and a hook on the other. Great
for unsticking the frames then prising them up.

I grew up on Vancouver Island and my parents had
honey bees when I was a child.
As an adult I worked in the hospitality industry and
became a Red Seal Chef. After starting a family, my
husband and I also started a hobby farm raising chickens,
sheep, goat, cattle and honey bees. When my husband
and I separated, I continued on the journey of keeping
bees with the support of my two sons. They love honey
and never wanted me to hang up my veil.
In 1993, a
friend from the
local Farmer’s
Market
encouraged me
to sell my honey
at the market. I
started selling at
the local market
in 1997. I enjoy
the customers
and it brings
back the good
memories of
running my
parents store at
Clucluz Lake
when I was a
young girl.
It makes me
happy to know I can pass on a quality product and I also
create different products with my honey. I am thankful
for my sons, Frank and Matthew and their dedication and
support to helping me make my apiary dream possible.

Favourite honey?
Wildflower honey
from our own
neighbourhood. It
has a lovely light
amber colour and is
deliciously complex
on the palate.
How and when did
you get started with
bees?
2 years ago when we
moved to our farm
on Cranbrook Hill.
Keeping bees was a long-time dream of mine and I
was fortunate to meet some delightful people at the PG
Beekeepers' Association who helped me get started and
continue to be a source of inspiration, education and
assistance.
How many hives are you running? 3
What is the main nectar source in your area?
Dandelions and subsequent wild field flowers; garden
flowering trees such as linden, apple, cherry; garden
flowers including borage, bee balm, herbs.
Smoker fuel used?
I use food-grade burlap
Best sting remedy?
Witch hazel for one or two stings, Benadryl for more.
Preferred method of swarm control?
Regular hive checks to prevent crowding.
Do you run 9 or ten frames in your brood chamber?
10
Do you use queen excluders?
Yes
Best tip received or to pass along?
Get involved with your local
beekeeping club! I can’t get over
the help, experience and
friendship I have been offered.
I will always be grateful.
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Hive tool of choice? The scraper tool because it is
versatile.
What is your favourite honey?
I would have to say firstly, fireweed and secondly Dutch
white clover.
How many hives are you running? Just under 30.
Smoker fuel used?
I like to use natural products such as wood shavings,
dried grasses, dried leaves and pinecones.
Preferred method of swarm control?
Check the hives every seven to ten days looking for
queen cells that might be developing. Put the queen cell
in a cage and do a split is one method I use.
Do you run nine or ten frames in your brood
chamber? I use ten frames to receive more brood from
the queen.
Do you use queen excluders? Yes.
Best tip received or to pass along?
My best tip for passing along to new people interested
in beekeeping is to join a club. It is important for the
mature beekeepers of the group to continue to support
and help educate people about bees and the importance
of pollination and the honeybees. ❀

Greetings from the Sunshine Coast
We have had a sunny Christmas Eve and the "girls" were out enjoying the
mild afternoon. This isn't something we normally get to see in these large
numbers near the end of Dec. By 2:30 the major event was over and just the
odd bee was coming back. I'm sure they were enjoying the fresh air while
stretching their wings and legs on this "mega group" relief and exercise flight.
Best wishes to you all for a healthy, happy new year! ~ Harry Meier
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Harvest The Best…

with SUNDANCE POLLEN TRAPS and COMPLETE ROSS ROUND SUPERS.
™

SUNDANCE POLLEN TRAPS
Imagine the cleanest pollen available with no heavy lifting, chalkbrood mummies or risk of foulbrood
scales. There is no substitute for the Sundance Trap quality and cleanliness. Leading experts from the
USDA and universities as well as commercial beekeepers and hobbyists agree that Sundance Traps are
the best pollen traps available.

COMPLETE ROSS ROUND SUPER
Produce comb honey with no dripping from cut edges and no liquid honey in the consumer
package with Ross Rounds equipment. Easily shipped or delivered, stocked on shelves,
purchased and taken home without danger of leaking. Enjoy providing locally grown,
unprocessed, all-natural honey with a complete Ross Rounds Super.

For more information visit www.RossRounds.com.
For dealers near you please call 518-573-8246 or
email Lloyd@RossRounds.com.
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This column is a place where all beekeepers are encouraged to both ask questions and
give answers. It has been said that if you ask three beekeepers a question, you will get
four different answers, so readers will have to take answers under careful
consideration. Beekeepers are encouraged to respond to answers when
their thoughts may differ.

An important thing to always keep in mind is the wide range of environmental
conditions we encounter in our province. It's best to be cautious when taking
advice for your bees, and to take into consideration where that advice is coming
from. Always consult experienced, successful beekeepers in your area.
Please send questions and responses to the editor at BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com.

Q: When a beekeeper registers their
hives/bee yards with the provincial
government, does that information become
public
knowledge (can
anyone find out
where registered
hives are kept
throughout the
province?)

A: It is a legislated requirement for
any person that keeps bees or possesses
used bee hive equipment to register
with the Ministry of Agriculture. As
administrators of the legislation we are
obligated to comply with the Personal
Information Protection Act which
guarantees that the information remains
confidential.
Operational
details
including number of colonies or bee
disease history have never been shared
with anyone.
However, on rare occasions,
selected information has been shared
with other organizations in the interest
of beekeepers. For example, the BC
Center for Disease Control (BCCDC)
carries out annual surveys for West Nile
virus, a mosquito-borne disease. Lists of
beekeeper names, their contact number
and their apiary locations in target
areas have been shared with BCCDC
so that it can contact beekeepers when
insecticides must be applied. Without
exception, the organization receiving
such information must agree that the
information can’t be used for any other
purpose. 
~ Paul van Westendorp
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Q: Why do people vary
the number of frames they
put in the brood chamber,
sometimes running 9 or 10
frames (I’ve even heard of
someone who runs 11)?
A: American commercial
beekeepers generally run
9 as it is easier to handle.

~ Bill Ruzicka

A: Personal preference, easy to get
frames in and out; some prefer the extra
surface area an extra frame gives for
brood and stores. 
~ Jon Aebischer
A: Reducing the number of frames in
the brood chamber is just beekeeper
preference. I might be wrong but
anyone using 11 frames in a super is
probably using modified supers, as a
standard Langstroth designed super will
only accommodate 10 frames. Many
individuals will reduce 10 frames in
honey supers to 8 or 9 and the basic
reason for this is that it increases spacing
between the frames, and bees will draw
out frames deeper, thus more honey can
be stored. Some commercial beekeepers
have built special frames when using 8
frames per honey super so that it’s easy
to maintain a constant space between
frames. 
~ Wayne Nedig
A:: We use 10 frames per brood box so

the bees will not draw excess wax in the
extra spaces and the frames will usually
be uniform in thickness. ~ Joe Lomond

A: Assuming we are referring to
Langstroth equipment, 10 frames in

the brood chambers
was determined to be
the optimal number
to maximize brood
i.e. worker bee birth
rate and the queen’s
egg laying rate result
in maximum colony
strength. Some beekeepers have moved
to 9 frames in the brood chamber to
make frame manipulation easier. This
does introduce the issue of increased
bee space which promotes increased
burr comb. Langstroth box dimensions
best maintain bee space with 10 frames.
If 11 frames fit with proper bee space
then either the super or the frames are
not Langstroth dimensioned.
 ~ Lance Cuthill

A: Using nine frames would make brood
nest inspection easier, with respect to
pulling frames out. The downside may
be comb build-up at the outer edges,
if colony checks are infrequent. Ten
frames are the norm; keeping the edges
of the end bars clean will allow for
enough work space. ~ Steve Mitchell

Q: What is the best way to clean up used
equipment?

A: Brood comb can be cleaned up by
very strong colonies during the honey
flow. Boxes: scratch and burn by torch.
Queen excluders: boil in a barrel boiler.

~ Bill Ruzicka
A: I like a purging flame from a barrel
fire, that can easily clean hundreds of

e.g. predator prevention, local bylaws,
winter conditions, safety, distance
from other honey bee operations and
neighbours to name a few.

~ Lance Cuthill

pieces in a short time. A Tiger Torch
works for just a few pieces needing
cleaning. 
~ Jon Aebischer

A: The best method bar none is to
send your supers with frames to Iotron
Industries for Electron Beam irradiation.
If this is not possible and you are using
plastic frames one can remove all drawn
comb and steam clean foundation. All
woodenware such as supers, bottom
boards, inner covers and outer covers
can be scorched using a Tiger Torch.
Care must be taken not to overdo it.
When you see wax or propolis start to
bubble that is adequate. One thing to
remember is that if equipment has been
infected with AFB spores they will
remain active for years so frames should
be burnt or as first suggested sent to
Iotron. 
~ Wayne Neidig

A: Taking “used equipment” to mean
bee hive equipment, the first concern
should be for disease e.g. foulbrood.
If the brood frames are your own and
disease free then using a hive tool to
remove burr comb and propolis will
help restore bee space. If the comb has
adult dead bees in the cells, then tap the
frame lightly over a bucket to remove
as many carcasses as possible. Using
the wife’s vacuum cleaner is not a good
idea. Supers can also be scraped to
remove propolis, particularly the frame
rest area. If the equipment is not your
own, use a Tiger Torch to scorch inside
surfaces of lids, bottom boards and
supers. Old, black brood comb should
be burnt while other comb needs careful
inspection for disease before placing in
contact with your bees. ~ Lance Cuthill
A: This is a bit vague. Hive bodies can
be scraped to remove propolis on the
frame rests and wax from the remaining
inner surfaces. Outer surfaces may be
sanded then painted. ~ Steve Mitchell

Q: Besides the use of queen excluders,
how can I keep the queen from laying in
honey supers?
A: Jim Payson who designed the JZBZ
queen cages in his 220 thousand hive
operation solved this problem by having
comb in the supers which was neither
worker size nor drone size so the queen
would not lay in it. 
~ Bill Ruzicka
Q: What are some important things to

keep in mind when choosing a location
for my bees?

A: Proximity to other apiaries, access
for vehicles, water, sunlight. Protection
from wind. What flowers prevail in the
area. People concerns: we have lost nice
spots to people building barns or houses
very close to apiaries.  ~ Jon Aebischer

A: Colonies should be placed with the
entrance away from the prevailing wind
and behind some kind of hedgerow
or fence to add additional protection
from wind. Low lying areas have
a tendency to be cooler, thus bees
will fly later in the morning and stop
earlier in the afternoon; sites with
early sun and late sun are optimum.
It is important to choose a yard location
where you will be able to access your
bees by vehicle at all times. When
livestock is present it is not a good
idea to place bees adjacent to them. A
water source is also a major benefit.
Security from theft is also an important
factor to consider these days. 

~ Wayne Neidig
A: Some important things to keep in
mind when choosing a site for beehives
- early morning sunlight (hive facing
south); sheltered from the wind, and
hopefully good drainage from the
carbon dioxide that the bees produce.
 ~ Joe Lomond

A: This question is bigger than space
here would allow but, think of all the
reasons one would not place a bee
hive in the middle of a desert. Like
all living organisms, bees need water
and food to exist. When locating your
apiary consider what forage is available
and where and how will your bees get
water. Beyond these essentials a few
other important details need attention

A: I know of no other way that will

actually guarantee the queen will not lay
in honey supers if she is not restricted by
a queen excluder as queens always wish
to work upwards. One possible deterrent
can be to use a queen excluder until the
first honey super is full, then remove it
as queens normally don’t like to cross
honey filled frames. The disadvantage
of doing this is as it is best, in my
opinion, when a honey super is full to
under super. Under supering is achieved
by removing the full super and replacing
it with a new one; the full one is placed
on top of the new one. One point to
remember is that most commercial
beekeepers in northern Alberta use
queen excluders and the bees produce
200 pounds per hive.  ~ Wayne Neidig

A: It is almost impossible to keep the
queen from laying in honey supers. If
you can wait until the bees have the top
half of the frames capped with honey,
the queen usually does not cross the
band of capped honey. And sometimes
the bees will force the queen down to
the super below. 
~ Joe Lomond

A: Frames of capped honey above the
brood chamber tend to act as natural
queen excluder while empty comb can
be a natural attraction for a queen who
has little or no room to lay in the brood
supers. Some beekeepers refer to queen
excluders as honey excluders and would
rather tolerate some brood rather than
use queen excluders. If one chooses not
to use queen excluders then minimizing
brood in the honey supers will require
increased management time.

~ Lance Cuthill
A: Rotate the brood boxes to keep the
queen in the bottom box and/or remove
frames of honey from the brood nest and
replace them with foundation or drawn
comb. 
~ Steve Mitchell ❀
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Breeder Assessment Yards Report
by Brenda Jager
A very disappointing year for bees on Vancouver Island unless you were at the northern end of the island. The spring
was successful for spring start-up and growth, but the early
bloom of the blackberry (approximately 2 weeks early) was a
disaster for our crop potential. Blackberry is the nectar flow
that enables us island beekeepers to have an excess crop of
honey to steal. The temperatures during bloom time did not
reach the 24˚C required for blackberry to produce nectar. The
bloom finished and so did our nectar flows. Then dry weather
reduced the flow of fireweed nectar in the mountains. Some
beekeepers were required to feed their bees before bringing
them home. Some cut the season short and brought them
home to feed.
At the BC Honey Producers AGM, most area representatives
reported low honey production all over the province except in
the Peace River and more northern areas. So in this context,
the Breeder Assessment yards provided a survival trial for our
test stock.
In 2012, the project tested Chatworth’s stock from Ontario.
We recommended the stock for honey production and
survival, but didn’t like the aggressive nature of the sample we
received. Over the past two seasons we bred out daughters to
see if we could keep the positives and reduce the aggression. I
would like to confirm that we have been successful. The 2013
daughters provided their nest with adequate honey for winter
and kept their populations high enough to be ready for the
fall. Mite level increases over the season were average and
required treatments. Again, we recommend this stock.
In 2013 we purchased Saskatraz and Ferguson Buckfast open
mated stock. We did not find any benefits to these stocks. The

Biggest queen cell ever seen. 
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Photo Brenda Jager

Desperate bee on Tansy. 

Photo Brenda Jager

samples provided no breeders. Survival of hybrids over the
winter were very poor. They were slow to fly in our spring
climate and growth was delayed. Sol Nowitz had experience
with 1970’s Buckfasts and claims these bees are not like the
originals. I took some time at the BCHPA AGM to discuss the
experience of others who also bought a significant number of
Saskatraz stock to try. The overwhelming response is to save
your money. Most beekeepers reported poor overwintering
ability and poor growth.
The hybrid daughters of the breeders chosen from 2012
continue to survive and grow well in the spring. The Huxter
line daughters produced some of the only honey this year,
but fell short in their ability to control Varroa and required
treatment. The Jager/Nowitz hybrids were a bit mixed – a few
produced extra honey, but most simply got ready for winter.
This line had a lower growth of Varroa than average. Many
will not be treated for mites. A sample of these stocks was sent
to Ian Bissonnette in Telkwa, BC in 2013. Ian reported that
he was happy with the survival rate of this stock compared to
others he overwintered. He will continue to let us know about

this line in the North. Next summer the project will likely test
some more queens with Ian.
The project confirmed 2014 assessment stock from Ontario’s
Tuckamore Bee Company and Saskatchewan’s Wendel
Apiaries. We received 20 queens from Tuckamore in July.
Ten were placed on Gabriola and ten in Nanaimo. We did not
receive the Wendel stock.
The queens seemed healthy on arrival and all queens were
introduced successfully into a variety of conditions – 4 frame
nucs to full size colonies. However, this was a very poor season
and I am reluctant to make any conclusions on this stock yet.
August and fall checks found that several of the queens had
superseded and that most had below average population sizes.
Regardless of what size unit the queens were introduced into,
they seemed to become smaller. On average this season, most
stock retained the same size population rather than shrink. I
am hopeful that these bees survive the winter and provide us
with better results in the spring. ❀

Mountain Fireweed yard. 

Photo Brenda Jager

A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia
from 1950 to 2000 written by Douglas M. McCutcheon

This book is about us and our industry and what it means to be a
beekeeper in BC, following in the footsteps of pioneer beekeepers.
The History of Beekeeping in British Columbia from 1950 – 2000 is the
result of more than 10 years of talking with beekeepers, inspectors and
specialists around the province, and searching out records, reports and
files. Doug McCutcheon, with the help of wife Eileen, organized it all
into a readable journey through the history of our industry, illuminated
by delightful encounters with some of the innovative and resilient men
and women who have chosen to make beekeeping a way of life.
As Doug says: “In the fifty years I write about, there have been great
changes in beekeeping in our province.
There are a lot of great stories! Enjoy the read!”

Purchase details: $29.95 each plus shipping.
Contact Irene Tiampo for further details
treasurer@bcbeekeeper.com

$29.95

plus Shipping

Any proceeds realized by the sale of this book above and beyond retrieving the cost of production
are kindly directed by the author to the
Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund for Honey Bee Education and Research.
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Pesticide Forum at the Semi-Annual meeting in Kamloops
The BCHPA Executive has organized
a panel discussion for our Business
Day on March 13 on the agricultural
pesticide issue as it relates to pollinator
protection. We hope to include a variety
of viewpoints. The Canola Council
of Canada, CropLife Canada, the
Ontario Beekeepers’ Association, and
the Pollinator Partnership have been
tentatively booked to help inform the
membership.
The Executive has been studying
documents and statements about
pesticides from across the country
and around the world in an effort to
understand this issue. We are hoping
the panel discussion will result in a
membership directive to draft a position
statement that the Executive can take
to the Annual General Meeting in
Courtenay in the fall.
In the interim, we have drafted a
statement below that can assist us when
called upon to make public statements.
Please come to Kamloops to participate
in this forum and have your say on

this important topic. We hope that this
process will clarify the wishes of BC
beekeepers and guide us in advocacy on
your behalf.
Draft Pesticide Statement
of the BCHPA
As the representative organization
for beekeepers in British Columbia,
the British Columbia Honey Producers’
Association
(BCHPA)
supports
our fellow beekeepers everywhere,
including in other provinces of Canada
and other parts of the world. Events
that occur elsewhere have an effect on
us. Therefore, it is prudent to take an
interest and support developments that
could benefit beekeepers.
Federally, the Pest Management
Regulatory Agency (PMRA) regulates
products used in Canada for control
of pests. Provincial governments
have further control over the use of
regulated chemicals. PMRA stated
in their document - Update on
Neonicotinoid Pesticides and Bee

Saskatraz breeding stock
available in 2015
Queen cells from tested Saskatraz breeders ($20).
Closed population mated breeder queens ($300).
out crossed breeder queens ($100).
Saskatraz stock carrying VSH trait added in 2012, also available
as queen cells and mated queens in May 2015. Inquire.
Limited number of Saskatraz Hybrid production queens available
April 15th to August 2015 ($28 to 34).
These hybrids will produce pure Canadian Saskatraz drones for
stud use. All breeding stock tested and certified.
See www.saskatraz.com for breeding information and updates.
Saskatraz stock bred in Saskatchewan for honey production,
wintering ability and resistance to mites and brood diseases.

Health, 25 November 2014: “Health
Canada’s PMRA encourages growers
to follow Integrated Pest Management
practices, and supports the ongoing
work in the provinces to develop tools
and information to better understand
when treated seed is necessary for crop
protection, and to reduce the use of
treated seed where it is not necessary.”
The BCHPA supports growers in
BC and across Canada in their efforts
to produce agricultural products
for domestic and export markets.
Beekeepers work together with them by
providing pollination services. It is in
the best interest of beekeepers, as well
as growers, to use agricultural chemicals
wisely.
The BCHPA does not support a ban on
neonicotinoids but supports their use as
one tool in Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) programs. Growers need to have
a choice between insecticide treated
seed and non-insecticide treated seed,
in order to practise IPM. The BCHPA
supports giving growers a choice. ❀

Beekeeping Equipment and Glassware
•
•
•
•

Canadian Made Wooden Ware
Dominion and Grimm Glassware
Country Rubes Screened Bottom Boards
And Other Exciting Products

Quality Supplies from Two Friendly Beekeepers
in North Vancouver
778-237-8711
www.twobeesapiary.com ~ twobeesapiary@shaw.ca

OUR BUSINESS.....
..... IS PACKAGING YOURS
We have a wide range of stock glass & plastic
containers including honey bears & bee hives.
We also carry a variety of plastic and metal lids.

Please Call Us For a QUote

Email a.j.robertson@sasktel.net
or phone (306)-373-9140
cell (306)-270-6627 for prices and availability.
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AMPAK INC.

180 - 4611 Viking Way, Richmond BC
Telephone: (604) 273-9631 Fax: (604) 273-1865
www.ampak.ca
splester@ampak.ca

Gabriola Island Beekeeper

Fort Nelson

Fort St John
Prince Rupert
Prince George

Kamloops
Nanaimo
Victoria

Vancouver

Cranbrook

Brenda Jager is a Master Beekeeper,
bee breeder and past Apiary
Inspector for Vancouver Island.
In her inspector role, she became
acquainted with many Island
beekeepers who came to value her
highly for the tremendous amount
of time and energy she put into
education and extension, as well
as for her work through various
community organizations. She is
a long time BCHPA member who
has also served some time on the
Executive, and has been a BCBBA
member since 2007, becoming the
treasurer of this organization in
2008. She operates Brenda’s Bees
from Gabriola Island and sells bees,
queens and products from her hives.
Can you tell us a little about your
beginnings in beekeeping - how did
you get started?
I was asked by my friend Vickie Erickson
if I wanted to buy a colony of bees from
her husband Lloyd. I was in a yes mode
that day and just said yes. They arrived
in January of 1996. After reading a
book my husband got from the library,
I took a community college course and
joined the Nanaimo bee club. After a
few years as a hobbyist, Bee Breeder
Sol Nowitz of Jinglepot Apiaries hired
me to help do his spring work. After
several years of hands-on training by
a master, I was hired by Liz Huxter of
Kettle Valley Queens to be the Research
Technician for the BC Bee Breeders’
Varroa Resistance Assessment Project.
During those three years, I learned from
another master how to scientifically
assess queen stock and produce large
numbers of queens for sale. Bees from
top breeders from across Canada were
included in this assessment project.
During my second year of the breeding
project with Liz, I became the Vancouver

Island Apiary Inspector. It was a fantastic
experience and I will always love the
work I did to educate beekeepers. I
resigned from that position this past
year. My travel budget was slashed and
I could no longer work enough hours
to justify my commitment. I have now
taken on an administrative position with
the BC Government in Nanaimo, and
will now (ironically) have even more
time for my bees. Yeah!!!
What did you study if you attended
post-secondary education?
I have a degree in Communications and
Economics from SFU.
You must have encountered some
interesting situations in your years
as inspector. Do you have a story that
sticks out? I think the most valuable
aspect of my job was all the wonderful
people I met. I find beekeepers are a
kind and generous sort of folk. Also, I
loved visiting the amazing gardens and
farm lands that I would never have been
able to see any other way. The creativity
and ingenuity I witnessed was amazing.
I never knew there were so many ways
to build bee equipment, fences, and
tools.
For those that don’t know the history,
the BC Apiary Inspector program
was established about 100 years
ago in an attempt to control the
foulbrood diseases at a time when
communication and travel in the
province was difficult. The foulbroods
are still a concern, and people seem
ever more interested in having more
inspectors. Do you think there might
be a more productive approach at
this point? The Tech Transfer team
in Ontario seems to be making good
progress, and Alberta seems to have
achieved good winter survival. Do
you think there is a new direction the
BC Apiary Inspector services should
be heading?
I am not the inspector and have no
comment. I like my bees and just want
to play in them. One way or another,
the beekeepers or the government
will work to improve bees. Diseases
and pests will always be there, and
my opinion is that Inspectors should
be teachers more than anything.

The reality is that farming is a
risky business, and beekeeping
is no exception. There are some
beekeepers in the province that hold
back a full year’s worth of honey as
their insurance policy, and there are
beekeepers that have other jobs. I’m
certain you have seen more sides of
this industry than most. How is it you
came to the decision to look for other
work?
When the bees cost more than they bring
in, it is a hobby. Time to find an income.
Have you had to deal with any AFB
outbreaks?
I had three colonies in 20 years with
AFB. I shook the bees to new equipment,
gave Tetracycline and burnt everything
ASAP. Nothing for 15 years now.
What is the most pressing issue
beekeeping is facing today, ie: opening
the US border, neonics, small hive
beetle, AFB, varroa...?
The most pressing issue is management.
That includes genetic choices. A
business model that does not require
bees to survive the winter will never
support breeding for local conditions.
These beekeepers do not require winter
hardy stock.
How did the BAY (Breeder’s
Assessment Yard) project get started
and who has helped you work on it?
I started and managed the project
because I wanted Island beekeepers
to have better stock, and to learn how
to maintain the better stock, to replace
the poor quality imports I was seeing. I
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had support references for the funding and participation for
the training activities from all the Island bee clubs, as well
as from Sol Nowitz, Blaine Hardie, Steve Mitchell, Liz and
Terry Huxter, Stan Reist, Pauline Thompson, Gerry McKee,
Barry Denluck, Dr. Leonard Foster and Dr. Stephen Pernal. I
did all the organizing and paperwork to make that project a
success. It is small, but it is still growing.
How do you think that bees bred on the Island(s) differ
from those bred elsewhere in BC?
Each region of the province has unique weather conditions.
Breeding bees locally will select the bees that thrive best for
that region. That is if you start with good stock. My bees fly
in drizzle and light rain. Bees that do not fly in poor weather
here starve in June.

Making queen cell cups.
You have obviously been working for years on a strong
selection plan, but is there something else that sets your
queens apart?
Starting with good stock is easier than breeding better stock.
Breeding takes time and then it requires maintenance. What
sets my queens apart? I had help. Sol Nowitz taught me how
to identify really good bees through field work and inspecting
hundreds of colonies together. Liz Huxter gave me a research
technician job where I got the opportunity to use the scientific
method to compare colonies through measuring traits.
Between the two of them I was able to access the best stock
available in Canada. My method is to baby the bees only a
little, and then choose the best for my breeders.
Do you believe that the care of the queens during rearing,
transportation and introduction is as important as
genetics?
All are important. If the queen is unhealthy, damaged or dead,
her genetics are irrelevant. You need the whole package.
What about colony management, do you think that what
beekeepers do to their colonies has a greater effect than
the genetic traits the bees possess? Maybe these two things
can’t be compared, but bees ill adapted to our climate
have come through the winter after certain extreme
manipulations while BC bees perish. Any thoughts?
My preference is to use bees that are better in northern climates
and treat them well. The best bees are the ones that are treated
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exactly the same as others, but survive, thrive and out grow
and produce better than the other bees. Between beekeepers,
there are always management and environmental differences
with their bees. That is why breeders need to have over 50
colonies, to actually breed. You need the numbers to identify
the really better bees.
What size of a breeding unit do you use?
I use a variety of equipment from mini-mating nucs to full
singles.
What’s your breeding setup for starters/finishers?
In the early season, I steal hatching brood frames from many
colonies to create massive starter units. I then graft several
bars of cups. After this I will shake starter packages to start
cells which are then placed in finishing colonies a day or
two later. When all the splits are finished and there are few
places to steal bees, I will set up a few cloakboard queenright
colonies.
Do you graft into plastic cell cups?
No, I make my own cups out of wax.
Have you tried introducing virgins into colonies?
I have found that you will get about a 25% success with
introducing virgins. The older the V, the less success. We have
split them out when they are hatching in our hands, and had
decent success, but they are soooo fresh and have little smell
at that time. I get between 80 to 100% success using 10 day
old queen cells.

Mite checking for the BCBBA assessment project in 2007.
What is going on with the price of honey on the Island?
Depends on the Marketing. Local honey can be sold for lots.
Barrel honey repackaged into smaller jars is usually sold for
the same price as retail store shelf.

Painting boxes.
Vancouver Island seems like a paradise of honey producing
plants from my perspective (Smithers Area), but it seems
like crops are similar or below what we usually get, what
is going on here?
Honey production on the Island is no certain thing. Much of
the Island is forest - not wide open meadow. In the average
year the forage is finished in the lowlands by the end of July.
Things dry up. That is why many beekeepers move their bees
to the mountains for fireweed. And again, the fireweed needs
moisture and heat. You may get one, but not the other. This
past year for instance, the blackberry bloom opened 2 weeks
early. The 15°C temperature was nowhere near the 24°C
required to create a nectar flow from the blackberry. Without
a blackberry crop, there is no excess honey. And then the dry
weather gave little fireweed nectar on most of the Island.
Beekeepers in the northern Island were lucky in that they had
a slightly later bloom, and were able to gather much fireweed
honey in their specific location.
Are your breeding and honey production separate or is
everything happening at the same time?
I have a mixed model. My drone mothers are my largest
honey producers as they are allowed to keep their queens
at division time and regrow their population. The smaller
colonies that raise new queens can provide a small box of
honey if they are given all drawn comb. The units split to
sizes under 4 frames of bees are queen producers that are
combined at the end of bree ding or built up to overwinter.
They do not produce honey usually
Do you have a mite control routine at the present?
Splitting in spring, and going broodless and oxalic drip in
November.

You have been active on both the BCHPA and BCBBA
along with your inspection role. You know a lot about our
industry in BC and around the world. Do you have any
insight into what the future holds for beekeepers in the
province and for those abroad?
None at all - I’m a micro beekeeper not a macro visionary. ❀

West Coast Bee
Supplies
All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:

- Apistan Strips
- Fumagilin B

- Formic Acid
- Oxytet 25
- Menthol Boards - Bee Pro
- Hive Boxes
- CheckMite
- Bee Suits and much more

Bob Fisher

Phone 604-272-1921

Fax 604-272-1928

Email: bluebob@shaw.ca
Store Address:
Mailing Address:
9351 #6 Road
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5
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Minutes from the 2014 Annual General Meeting
Held at the Delta Airport Hotel
in Richmond BC, September 26, 2014.

Speaker Program Event Reimbursement available through the
“Growing Forward 2” project.

Wayne Neidig, President called the meeting to order at 8:30
a.m. and welcomed members and guests to the Annual
General Meeting.

Treasurer’s Report – Irene Tiampo
Irene recapped the highlights for the fiscal year.
Overall the BCHPA made over $11,400 in surplus (even
though the BCHPA had budgeted to run a approved operating
deficit of $300).
Revenues: The Association has 487 members. Monies
collected through Paypal from October, 2013 to July 31,
2014 totaled $14,165.76. Paypal collected $438.16 for their
service. BeesCene advertising revenues were back up to the
level they were at in 2012. Advertising currently covers about
74% of the cost of publishing and mailing BeesCene. The
Education Day of the Semi-Annual in Kamloops, in March of
2014, had a loss of $3933.
Expenses: Project funding of $1153 for the Day of the
Honeybee and $1040 for History of Beekeeping of BC. The
BeesCene is now being printed in BC (rather than Alberta);
the costs of printing and mailing the newsletter have gone
down, and it is being printed on better quality paper. BCHPA
funds the BeesCene approximately $950 per issue. Website
cost to redesign the site, implemented extensions, set up AGM
pages, PayPal form and Advertising pop-ups: $1020.
The BCHPA has an accumulated operating surplus of over
$75,912 plus another $59,500 of other designated funds.
History of Beekeeping in British Columbia from 1950 to 2000
by Doug McCutcheon:
Printed 300 copies May 2013; sales and receivables to date
are $7487, cost of production and shipping to date is $9757.
Books remaining: 41, when sold will generate another $1230.

Wayne then introduced the head table:
Barry Denluck - 1st Vice President
Kerry Clark – 2nd Vice President
Secretary/Treasurer – Irene Tiampo
Canadian Honey Council Representative – Gerry McKee
Dan Mawson introduced the guest speaker at the AGM, Acting
Mayor of Richmond, Councillor Harold Steves. Councillor
Steves welcomed the BCHPA to “bee friendly” Richmond on
behalf the Mayor and the municipality of Richmond.
Dan Mawson presented Councillor Steves with a pail of honey
from Campbell’s Gold Honey Farm.
Annual General Meeting Business Day
Agenda - Wayne Neidig asked for additions or deletions for
the agenda.
A motion to accept the Agenda for the 2014 AGM of the
BCHPA was made by Joe Lomond, seconded by Mike
Campbell. Motion was carried.
A motion to accept the minutes of the Semi-Annual General
Meeting for the BCHPA held in Kamloops in March, 2014
was made by Stan Reist, seconded by Lance Cuthill. The
motion was carried.
Reports:
President’s Report – Wayne Neidig
Wayne thanked the executive for the work that they did through
the year. They developed a new membership form to possibly
to start in 2015. The liability insurance that the BCHPA
brokered for the membership is doing well. The BCHPA is
redeveloping the website to include a members only section
where back issues of the BeesCene will be posted. There is
also an initiative to encourage clubs to post up-coming events
in their area.
1st Vice President’s Report – Barry Denluck
Barry thanked Wayne for overseeing the Semi Annual General
Meeting in Kamloops as Barry became very ill with the flu.
2nd Vice President’s Report – Kerry Clark
Kerry spoke of retiring from the Provincial Government in
June 2014 and traveled to the Yukon and to New Zealand.
Kerry spoke to the membership on the Day of the Honey Bee
that took place in May 2014. The Certified Instructors Course
which was a pilot project at the Kelowna AGM in 2013 is
being assessed for its feasibility as a permanent program to
be offered at the next Semi Annual General Meeting in 2015.
The BCHPA has applied for a grant in the amount of $3500.00
from the provincial government’s program BC Farm Business
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Irene presented to the members the Financial Statements
which were prepared by KPMG’s office in Burnaby.
A motion to accept the Notice to Reader Financial Statements
of the BCHPA was made by Mike Campbell, seconded by Jeff
Lee. Motion carried.
A motion to have KPMG be the Auditors for the coming
financial year of 2014/2015 was made by Jeff Lee, seconded
by Mike Campbell. Motion carried.

Hanefelds’ Honey Farm
Nassenheider Fill-up

Price: $2,595. Includes shipping

The bottler for honey and other
liquids with higher viscosity. Compact,
versatile, affordable and reliable.
Single Story Hives for Sale
Available in May
2014 Queens,
5 Frames of Brood $250

Contact Fred @ Phone & Fax: 604-856-8937
E-mail: FKOH@telus.net

A motion to accept the proposed budget for 2014/2015 fiscal
year was made by Gerry McKee, seconded by Brent Lee.
Motion carried.
Canadian Honey Council Representative – Gerry McKee
Gerry informed the members that his report could be found
on page 52 of the convention booklet. Gerry then went on
to inform the memgers that there will be a consultation with
20 stakeholders in a workshop concerning the pesticide issue.
The stakeholders would consist of grain farmers, suppliers of
pesticides, petro/chemical companies. Provincial and Federal
representatives, Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of
Environment would also be present. He went on to say that
the national approach is to collaborate not litigate. There are
two issues: Reducing pesticides used inside and outside the
hive. and strengthening bee colonies for pollinators.
BeesCene Editor – Heather Sosnowski
Heather thanked the outgoing executive members for their
help during their term. She informed the members that the
printer of the BeesCene was changed to one in Coquitlam.
The printing costs have gone down slightly and the mailing
cost will also be a little less. Advertising in the BeesCene is
up in the past year.
Heather is delighted with membership input to the magazine.
In future issues will put the reminder to renew membership to
the BCHPA.
Ian Bissonnette is contributing some time to updating content
on the website for BCHPA. BeesCene back issues to be put
on the website. Concerns that some contributors would not
want their articles or ads on the website. The back issues are
meant to be made available to members only.
Membership – Laurie Hasiuk
As Laurie was not in attendance, Wayne Neidig gave a brief
overview.
The conference booklet was done by Laurie and the BCHPA
thanks her for all the time and work she did, as well as for
all the work she is doing with regards to keeping track of
memberships.
Certified Producers Program
& Nutritional Fact Labels – Judy Campbell
There are 11 current members of the certified producers
program. Judy informed the attendees that she had labels
available to be purchased. There was a suggestion from Wayne
Neidig that clubs could purchase some of the nutritional labels
for their members.
Library – Ian Farber
Many members look to the internet for information (not
always correct information).
There was a suggestion as to whether it would be feasible to
have some of the library travel from club to club. The BCHPA
regional reps could be the conduit for this project. The list of
materials will be published on the website. It would be good
to develop a strategy to have the library archived.
Ian Farber to chair a committee to develop a plan as to what
to do with the library and have membership contact 1st Vice
President Jeff Lee.
Ian also spoke to the membership about the about the Western
Apicultural Society conference at the University of Montana

in Missoula. 8 people attended from BC.
The conference in 2015 will be held in Colorado and in 2016
in Utah.
Ian also spoke about the internet course planned by the
University of Montana in Missoula. 3 levels: Apprentice
Beekeeper, Journeyman Beekeeper and Master Beekeeper.
$400 for a nine week course. This would be a very good
resource for instructors and would be applicable to most
places.
Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust – Dr. John Boone
Trustees for the Trust are Dr. John Boone, Joe Lomond, Ian
Farber and Bob Meredith. The trustees meet at each annual
and semi-annual meeting and between meetings confer by
telephone and email to deal with applications for funding,
disbursement, investments, etc.
Investments are all in GIC’s with the principle of “laddering”
the dates of maturity.
Two Grants were disbursed this fiscal year. One went to Dr.
Leonard Foster’s Lab at UBC. The other went to Dr. Lucy
Lee (Dean of Science) at the University of the Fraser Valley
for work on honey bee cell cultures for toxicity studies and
for the study of Nosema. (A third request was received from
Lakehead University and was denied).
The two students supported last year have sent letters to the
BCHPA in thanks for our support.
A regular donor has bequeathed a portion of her estate to the
Trust when she passes away in an amount not revealed.
Financial Report: Note: Individual donations remain generous,
but there were no memorial donations this year, no donations
from Clubs or Divisions and none received from the BCHPA

GOOD THINGS
COME IN SMALL PACKAGES
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(604) 270-0111
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(whereas in previous years a portion of the profit from the
AGM has been transferred to the BHW Trust Fund – was this
an oversight). Also note: A receipt for tax purposes is issued
for donations of $20.00 or more.
The Fund had cash on hand of $8633.07 and GIC’s in Coast
Capital totaling $72,000.00.
A motion was made by Dr. Boone to have his report accepted
and the motion was seconded by Brent Lee. Carried.
BC Bee Breeders – Barry Denluck
Barry spoke that the spring was unproductive due to the cool
late spring. The mating of the queens in the summer was strong
but the mating of queens in late August was unproductive.
Brenda Jager continues with her breeding development (BAY
project).
Barry informed the members that 2 Grade 12 students are
doing a winter project for winter honey bee feeding. Barry
has 20 hives available and there will be an analysis of the
feeding. He then asked the members of the BC Bee Breeders
to meet at 5PM after the BCHPA AGM adjourns.
Regional Rep Reports
Prince George - Barry Clark
Generally cold, wet spring followed by a hot, dry summer.
Winter losses last winter about 50%. The club gave the
BCHPA Introductory Beekeeping Course to nine students.
All the students passed and they had very high praise for the
course material put together by the BCHPA and Ministry of
Agriculture. There is concern that there is no inspector for
the area. Old equipment is being sold without inspection and
AFB has been found in some hives. The club has received a
provincial grant for going after invasive plants. Hives need
to be registered with the Provincial Government because of
pesticide spraying. More dialogue needed between BCHPA
and the clubs.
Kamloops – Ian Farber
It was a long spring, May started to warm up though there was
a higher than average rainfall. Heavy activity with bees started
by June with the nectar flow and by July the bees really took
off. The temperatures went up to 41 degrees and the nectar
began to dry up.
Cariboo – Ian Bissonnette for Diane Dunaway
It was a warm fall in the Cariboo. Crops are in, and despite
a slow start to the season, yields have been average. We had
a hot July, so the nectar flow ebbed and flowed according to
the proximity of irrigation and some welcomed showers later
in the summer. Varroa mite counts seem down, which may
be related to the heat. Wasps aren’t near the problem they
were last summer. Our region continues to attract enthusiastic
new beekeepers. The Williams Lake Harvest Fair’s theme
this September was “Bee-lieve it or Not”! We had volunteers
aged 20 to 80+ manning our display booth. Neonicotinoids
are a concern in the Cariboo as we see more ranches and farms
plant corn for u-pick operations and livestock winter silage
feed. We are watching the Ontario and Quebec beekeepers
efforts to curtail this pesticide family’s use with great interest.
Bee Inspector Bill Stagg’s resignation earlier this year has
left a void in the Cariboo. He will be greatly missed and
we look forward the Ministry of Agriculture replacing him
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soon. While many of us don’t travel for the BCHPA annual
conference, communication through BeesCene keeps us up
to date with association activities and industry changes. We
value this newsletter and thank the association for ensuring its
future. As Wayne Neidig steps down as President, on behalf
of the beekeepers in our area we thank him for his dedication
to the beekeeping community and wish him all the very best.
		
West Kootenays – Axel Krause
The area had a very dry July which followed a June with
less than average rainfall. The honey flow was not up to
expectations. This was complicated by the packages ordered
from New Zealand coming three weeks later than usually,
arriving in the second week of May. There was not enough
time for the packages to build up their numbers and also
having queens arrive dead. Hopefully next year will be better.
East Kootenays – Lance Cuthill
Summer weather conditions resulted in an extremely sparse
nectar flow. Colony buildup in June resulted in large colonies
quickly ate any stores available. By the end of July, beekeepers
were noticing very low levels of honey being produced. Many
beekeepers were feeding their colonies in August, trying to
build up reserves for the winter.
Metro Vancouver – Jeff Lee
Reported that there was a good honey flow in the early
summer dried but it dried up as the hot summer continued.
Many reported heavy mite problem. EFB resistance strain
has been found in the eastern Fraser Valley. Wasps, which
had bee a severe problem the year before, were less so this
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year, although they were noticeable in the New Westminster
area. The Richmond Club’s session with Michael Bush has
been sold out. Number of new members in the areas clubs
are growing.

can now produce enough locally bred queens and are no
longer reliant on outside importation.

Peace River – Kerry Clark
The summer was very hot with little rain in the Peace River
area resulting in forest fires which caused evacuations of 2
Peace River communities. Kerry spoke to the members about
the “Day of the Honey Bee” and that a Proclamation can be
given to Municipalities. Peavie Mart is now stocking bee
equipment. There was a public meeting in Taylor City to have
a Bylaw to allow backyard beekeeping in the city. There is
general support and the results to come. There is no inspection
of hives in the area.

Day of the Honey Bee - Kerry Clark informed the members
that there was a Proclamation available that can be presented
to municipalities. The BCHPA funded this project. This has
brought a lot of good press to the industry.

North Okanagan – Dan Mawson
There was an early start of the honey flow and then abruptly
stopped and another flow started in August. The AGM in
Kelowna had an Introductory Course open to the public to see
the trade show and a lecture on beekeeping. The entry fee for
this day was $15.00 which included membership to the club
(8 new members).

A motion to have the incoming executive of the BCHPA
decide how the 100 books are to be distributed was made by
Gerry McKee, seconded by Lance Cuthill. The motion was
carried.

South Okanagan
June and July abnormally hot; nectar sources dried up. The
honey flow has been erratic.
South Vancouver Island – Barry Denluck
The dry winter continued throughout the summer. While
mites seemed less than a problem this year and the wasps are
not as bad as the previous year.
North Vancouver Island – Gerry Rozema
The overall season has been highly variable.
Sunshine Coast – Al Cobbin
June meeting produced several new members to the club. The
4 colonies at the Botanical Society Gardens are doing well
and under Rob Haines’ able leadership they have produced
several queens. Kathleen Suddes, prepared and circulated
an informative pamphlet outlining our Association’s goals of
mentoring and education. Day of Honey Bee celebrated on
May 31 at the Sechelt’s Farmers’ Market. The annual field
day was held at the Botanical Society Gardens on Sunday
August 10th where the colonies were checked.
Fraser Valley – Courtney White
Blueberry pollination finished up in early June. Even with a
lower mortality rate there were still not enough hives to meet
the demand for the valley.
Terrace/Smithers – Rudi Peters
Everyone experienced fantastic winter survival which of
course has caused some people to have hives much larger
than they were expecting. Several calls were had for swarm
collection. In conjunction with John Gibeau a pilot project
has been started in the New Hazelton area to get beekeeping
established and to help with the local economy and food
production. John showed up with a truckload of bees,
everyone took their bees with great excitement to start their
own apiaries. We have reached the point in Terrace that we

Old Business:

History of Beekeeping in BC – Kerry Clark brought up the
motion that had been passed at the Semi-Annual Meeting in
Kamloops to print 100 more copies. The distribution of the
books was discussed and it could not be agreed upon on how
to accomplish this.

Constitutional Changes – Michael Campbell spokesperson for
the Constitutional and Bylaw Committee explained that the
committee is strongly in favour of enhancing communications
with the BCHPA divisions. There is no need for a constitutional
review. All division members need to be members of the
BCHPA. Looking into the Directors & Officers Liability
Insurance (who is covered under policy).
Mike explained to the members the difference between
divisions, affiliated and non-affiliated.
Proudly owned by Canadian beekeePers
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BC Ministry of Agriculture – Paul van Westendorp
Paul brought the membership up to date on the Proposed Bill
19 – Animal Health Act. The Bee Act was repealed in 2013
but not ratified. It has been parked under the Animal Disease
Control Act. All bee regulations are still in effect. In the
spring of 2014, the new proposed Animal Health Act was reintroduced and approval is pending.
Neoniconoid Update: the proposed ban on the use of neonics
is still being debated. The impact of the use of neonics has
been reported and confirmed in Ontario and Quebec.
There will be a Senate Committee hearing in September, 2014.
Apiary Inspector Vacancies: Paul informed the members that
there are 4 vacancies:
Vancouver Island South, Vancouver Island Central/North,
North Okanagan/Shuswap and Thompson Cariboo/North
Central.
Prerequisites for the position are to have completed the Bee
Masters course and extensive beekeeping experience. If
interested please contact Paul van Westendorp.
EFB disease update – there has been a noticeable increase in
the disease since 2010.
Paul brought to the attention of the members that there will
be an “Introductory Beekeeping Course” held in 2015 as a
webinar - $185.00.
Introductory Beekeeping Course – Classroom format
Kwantlen Polytechnic University in Langley: 6 week course
and field visit. There is a limit of 34 people. The notification
list stands at 169 at this time.
The webinar course gives the opportunity for beekeepers
outside the Fraser Valley to attend. The proposed webinar
course will have 4 webinar sessions 2-2.5 hours long.
The Bee Masters course will be held in February, 2015 at
UBC under Leonard Foster.
Stan Reist – Stan spoke to the members about the class action
suit in Ontario. He asked the members if they would give their
support of this action. Mike Campbell informed the members
that this action had not been certified by the courts at this time
and has not been endorsed by the Ontario Association. Gerry
McKee spoke that he would be hesitate as an association to
support this action but individuals can give their support.
Mike Campbell stated there was no motion on the floor about
this issue. This is only a discussion on the class action. We as
the BCHPA, would have no legal interest in this action. When
it is certified by the courts we then could apply to courts to be
an interested party. Jeff Lee suggested this issue be tabled to
the new executive to look at and monitor. He suggested to the
BCHPA executive, to bring this issue to the membership at the
Semi Annual in March 2015.
Wayne asked Stan Reist if he would agree to table the
discussion. Stan agreed to have the discussion tabled.
New Business:
A motion to set the date of the next Annual General Meeting of
the BC Honey Producers Association to be the weekend after
Canadian Thanksgiving in October, 2015 was made by Axel
Krause, seconded by Stan Reist. The motion was carried.
Election of Central Executive Officers
The election of the officers was carried out by Wayne Neidig.
Michael Campbell and Judy Campbell were in charge of
counting the ballots for the election of Canadian Honey
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Council Representative and the position of President.
Canadian Honey Council Representative nominations: Julia
Common, Stan Reist.
Treasurer nominations: Irene Tiampo; no other nominations
so Irene elected by acclimation.
Secretary: Irene Tiampo will complete her 2 year term (to
2015).
1st Vice President nominations: Jeff Lee; no further
nominations so Jeff elected by acclimation.
President nominations: Barry Denluck, Catherine Culley.
Election results: Canadian Honey Council Representative is
Stan Reist, President is Catherine Culley.
A motion to destroy the ballots for the election of officers
was made by Wayne Neidig, seconded by Brent Lee. Motion
carried.
Panel Discussion with Education Speakers
The panel consisted of: Paul van Westendorp, Kerry Clark,
Heather Higo, Dr. Medhat Nasr, Dr. Eric Mussen, Dr. Shelley
Hoover and Dr. Dewey Caron.
The panel fielded questions from the audience on different
subjects.
At the close of the Annual General Meeting Paul van
Westendorp thanked Wayne Neidig for all his hard work
leading the BCHPA.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 PM. ❀

Club Contacts
BCHPA DIVISIONS

Alberni Valley Honey Producers Association
6219 Lamarque Road, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson davemikkelson@hotmail.com 250-723-6089
BC Bee Breeders Association
551 Prince Robert Dr., Victoria, BC V9B 1E1
Barry Denluck

Central Cariboo Beekeepers Association
Box 825, 150 Mile House BC, V0K 2G0
John Hoyrup hilltop4@telus.net 

250-900-5159
250-296-3588

Comox Valley Beekeepers Association
5411 Wildwood Road, Courtenay, BC V9J 1P5
Jennifer Dilfer jenn.dilfer@hotmail.com 
250-703-2669
East Kootenay Division BCHPA
4300 Wilks Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 6S9
Lance Cuthill lcuthill@gmail.com 

250-426-6049

Kamloops Division BCHPA
1062 Fleetwood Court, Kamloops, BC, V2B 8J4
Ed Zurawell ezclocks@gmail.com 
250-376-8735

South Fraser Valley Division BCHPA
12894 - 109 Avenue, Surrey, BC, V3T 2M9
Derek Lawrence dlaw52@outlook.com 

604-582-7545

South Okanagan Division BCHPA
RR#2, Oliver, BC V0H 1T0
Ray Levesque cindylevesque@persona.ca 

250-498-4025

Squamish Division BCHPA
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish BC V0N 3G0
Phil Ellis ph-ellis@telus.net

604-898-5337

Sunshine Coast Division BCHPA
2137 Lower Road, Roberts Creek, BC V0N 2W4
Sally Burke sally.burke8@gmail.com 
604-886-7006
Terrace Division BCHPA
4525 Haugland Ave., Terrace, BC V8G 1G3
Rudi Peters r.peters@telus.net 

250-615-7404

West Kootenay Division BCHPA
3302 Village Road, South Slocan, BC V0G 2G0
Peter Wood annpeterwood@gmail.com
250-359-7107

Maple Ridge Beekeepers Association
#501-1680 West 4th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6J 0B7
Raena Dumas raenadumas@hotmail.com  604-786-5245

BCHPA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES

North Okanagan Division BCHPA
1253 Collison Road, Kelowna, BC, V1X 5J3
Dan Mawson dkmawson@shaw.ca250-763-4146

OTHER BEE- RELATED ORGANIZATIONS

Nanaimo Division BCHPA
925 St. David Street, Nanaimo, BC V9S 2H8
Roblyn Hunter www.nanaimobeekeepers.com 250-753-0554

Peace Beekeepers Association
PO Box 2090
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4K8
Kerry Clark 

250-782-6646

Prince George Beekeepers Association
18835 Ness Lake Road, Prince George BC, V2K 5L7
Barry Clark m_bclark@hotmail.com 
250-301-6266
Quesnel Beekeepers Association
Lorne Smith 

250-747-2294

Shuswap Beekeepers Association
1040 8th Ave., NE, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4A4
Paul Clark fgpaulclark@gmail.com
250-833-8815
Smithers Beekeepers Association
Box 3504, 2175 Main St., Smithers BC V0J 2N0
Phil Brienesse smithersbeekeepers@gmail.com  250-847-1599

Capital Region Beekeepers Association
Box 43033, Victoria, BC V8X 3G2
250-216-7761
Bill Fosdick/Lisa Redding
president@capitalregionbeekeepers.ca

Chilliwack Beekeeping Community
Laura Cameron - Delisle
circlebee23@gmail.com 

Cowichan Beekeepers Association
Box 274 Cobblehill BC V0R 1L0
Don Fowler pinebug@gmail.com

604-703-0341
250-710-9517

Richmond Beekeepers Association
Unit 41504 London Place, New Westminister BC V3M 4K7
Amanda Goodman Lee
amanda@honeybeezen.com
Salt Spring Island Beekeepers Association
Belinda Schroeder 
belinda schroeder@gmail.com
www.ssibeekeepers.com
Stuart Nechako Bee Club
Box 595, Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0
Jon Aebischer sweet02@telus.net 

250-567-5037

Surrey Beekeepers Association
2071 174th Street, Surrey, BC, V3S 9Z8
Thomas Schmitz
bees@surreybeeclub.ca  604-785-3403

Please contact the Editor with any changes.
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Clips from the PasT
We are all aware of CCD
that made its appearance in
2006 and entered into the
popular press in 2007, but
this paper from the March
1979 American Bee Journal, partially reproduced
here, reminds us that sudden
unexplained depopulation
of honey bee colonies has
occurred previously. In the
1890's both the Gleanings in
Bee Culture and the American Bee Journal published
articles under titles such
as "Bees Evaporated" and
"The Nameless Bee Disease", describing the disappearance of bees in large
numbers of colonies. As a
boy I remember overhearing my father discussing
with beekeepers of his generation the phenomenon of
"dwindling" - unexplained
by known diseases.
The article cited here is the
conclusion of a series that
focused upon "Disappearing Disease" which was first
described in 1964. Every
geographic region of the
U.S. was affected and in
California alone 10,000 colonies were lost in one year.
Losses were greatest among
migratory beekeepers, and
among northern beekeepers
who purchased queens from
the South (but not if they
raised their own queens).
Any of this sound familiar?
As known bee diseases
could not explain the phenomenon,
the
general
wisdom at the time was that the bee losses were due to insecticides. This article
demonstrates that there was not sufficient evidence to support that conclusion, so
"Disappearing Disease" remained a mystery.
In citing this article I am not claiming that "Bees Evaporated", "Dwindling", or "Disappearing Disease" are the same as CCD, but only that we have been baffled before!

~ John Boone
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British Columbia Bee Breeders Association

Armstrong Apiaries
James Macdonald
Armstrong
jamesmacdonald@telus.net
250-546-3237
QN

Heather Higo
Langley
heather.higo@gmail.com
604-532-6904
QN

Ashcroft Honey
Joe & Marguerite Lomond
250-373-2540
marglomond@gmail.com
QN

Honeybee Centre
John Gibeau
Surrey
info@honeybeecentre.com
604-575-2337
QP

Bee Haven Farm
Steve & Gail Mitchell
Duncan
250-746-9916
beehaven@shaw.ca
QNP

Honey Bee Zen Apiaries
Jeff Lee
New Westminister
604-777-5430
info@honeybeezen.com
QN

Campbell's Gold Honey
Farm and Meadery
Mike and Judy Campbell
Abbotsford
www.bchoney.com
jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com
604-856-2125
QNP

Ian Bissonnette
Telkwa
250-877-3495
hometownhifi@yahoo.com
C

Caspian Apiaries
Hossein Yeganehrad
New Westminster
1-888-906-3938
www.caspianapiaries.com
info@caspianapiaries.com
NPQC
Flying Dutchman
Stan and Cheryl Reist
Nanaimo
flydutch@telus.net
250-390-2313
QNP
• B = Bulk Bees
• Q=Queens
• P = Packages
• C = Queen Cells
• N = Nucs
• S = Shook Swarm

Jinglepot Apiaries
Sol Nowitz
Nanaimo
250-753-9619
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
QNP
			
Kettle Valley Queens
Elizabeth Huxter
Grand Forks
lizandterry@gmail.com
250-442-5204
QN
Rod Jo Moody Apiaries
Rodney & Jo Moody
Cowichan Bay
rodjo@telus.net
250-743-1939
Q
			

Silver Star Apiaries
Richard Springborn
Vernon
rspringborn@gmail.com
250-379-2567
N
Similkameen Apiaries
Blair and Cheryl Tarves
2098 Ritchie Dr.
Cawston, BC V0X 1C2
250-499-2555
blairtarves@gmail.com
QN

Skeena Valley Apiary
Rudi Peters
Terrace
250-615-7404
www.skeenavalleyapiary.com
r.peters@telus.net
QN
Sunnyside Apiary
Nancy Leonard
Bowen Island
nancyhasbees@gmail.com
604-947-2240
N
Sweet Nechako Honey
Jon & Susan Aebischer
Vanderhoof
(250) 567-5037
Fax: (250) 567-2177
sweet02@telus.net
www.sweetnechakohoney.ca
QN
		
Van Isle Apiaries
and Bee Products
Grant Stringer
Saanichton
250-652-9834
vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
QNB
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2015 Semi-Annual Meeting
The BCHPA Semi-Annual General Meeting and Education Day are going
to be held on March 13th and 14th in Kamloops.

Business Day Agenda
Morning:
Reports from the Executive — Program Reports
Progress on Canada’s National Bee Health Round Table
Canadian Honey Council’s annual meeting in Moncton, New Brunswick
Regional Rep Reports — BC Ministry of Agriculture - Paul van Westendorp
Business arising from Minutes
Q&A - changes to the BCHPA’s divisions and affiliate club relationships
New Business
Afternoon:
Pesticide Forum with guest speakers, panel discussion, dialogue with members from the floor, to determine the
direction of the BCHPA regarding agricultural pesticides

Education Day Speakers
• Melanie Kirby of Zia Queenbee Co., New Mexico, who has
developed a survivor queen breeding business in challenging
conditions similar to what B.C. beekeepers face.
• Mark Spitzig, also of New Mexico, owns Superior Honey
Company and has advice for marketing honey by smallscale producers. He’s also developed recipes for healthy
honey bee food, and specializes in propolis-based products.
• John Gibeau, commercial beekeeper: Although he runs one
of the larger commercial operations in BC, he has advice for
how to create a profitable full-time business with 300 hives
or less.
• Axel Krause and Lance Cuthill, master workshop tinkerers,
will talk about on useful beekeeping equipment you can
make for your home and commercial apiaries.
• Paul van Westendorp, B.C.’s Provincial Apiculturist, will
update and refresh on the latest situation with American
Foulbrood and European Foulbrood, complete with test
samples.
• Julia and Sarah Common will talk about how their social
enterprise project Hives for Humanity is moving into an
international phase, plus an update on their Vancouver work
so far.
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• Stan Reist of Flying Dutchman Honey Farm, will talk about the
made-in-BC business of shaking bee packages and creating
nucleus colonies to supply Alberta and Saskatchewan
commercial honey producers, with tips on how small-scale
beekeepers can generate extra income.
• Lix Huxter of Kettle Valley Queens will speak about drones,
including some information about the genetic diversity they
bring to the hive. She has learned how to do closed mating
with drones developed early in the season, and she will also
talk about the importance of drone congregation areas and
how to find them.

Bee Cozy
Winter Hive Wraps for Single
and Double Brood Chamber Hives

Bee Cozy
Winter Hive Wraps
The Bee Cozy winter hive wraps have been
tried and tested in the fields for over 23
years.
The Canadian winter has become even
more lengthy in recent years. Bee Cozies
provide one more defense to help keep
your bees healthier, longer.
Healthier bees are more productive bees
come honey flow season.
The simple slip on, slip off placement also
saves you valuable time getting ready for
winter.
“This has got to be the easiest way to
winter hives in that, it is very little work. In
4 easy steps the hive is ready for winter.”
- Lance, Manitoba
To view the 4 easy steps visit our
website or watch the video!
NOD Direct Pricing:
2 storey wrap: $15.95 each
2 storey 6 pack: $87.00
1 storey wrap: $12.50 each
1 storey 12 pack: $145.00
Quantity Price Breaks Available

Bee Cozy Winter Hive Wraps can also
be purchased through most bee supply
outlets across Canada. A full list can be
found on our website.

To learn more visit www.NODGLOBAL.com or call 866 483 2929
HEALTHY BEES. HEALTHY PLANET.
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Book Review
by Jeff Lee
As beekeepers, we have all become
used to the question: “Is it true that
bees are dying out?” Many people who
ask this question are not that familiar
with honey bees, but they all seem to
have heard the words Colony Collapse
Disorder. Municipalities across North
America are retooling bylaws to allow
everything from backyard chickens to
urban bee hives. But Mark Winston’s
new book, Bee Time: Lessons from
the Hive (Harvard University Press,
$24.95) shows us that the solutions to
the problems bees face go far beyond
keeping a box or two of buzzers
and tossing out mom’s old pesticide
spray bomb.

Agriculture was struggling to figure
out how to stop the rapid movement of
Africanized bees north out of Brazil.
These hybridized bees, introduced in
1956 in an effort to bolster Brazil’s
honey production, were a cross of the
gentle but underproducing Brazilian
honey bee, and a much more aggressive
strain
from

A prolific author, Winston has spent
more than three decades keeping and
studying bees. His Biology of the Honey
Bee, first printed in 1987, is still being
reprinted as a university text. Bee
Time, he says, stems from the simple
pleasure of walking into an apiary of
beehives: “Time slows down here.
Focus increases, awareness heightens,
all senses are captivated by bee time.”
He also became involved, in the
1970s, when the U.S. Department of

36

Volume 31, #1 SPRING 2015

In Bee Time, Winston describes another
alarming issue, the failure of the pesticide
industry and government regulators to
consider what happens synergistically
when various individually “approved”
chemicals are combined, and the effects
they can have on species, particularly
those not targeted. One plus one,
he says, ends up equalling three,
four or more.
We saw an example of that last
year in the California almond
fields, when farmers mixed a
pesticide with an insect growth
regulator with the result that
it killed or seriously set back
thousands of migratory hives.

Amid the familiar themes of bees
as buzzing busyness in a pastoral
theme, and of pots of sticky, golden
honey, Winston introduces us to
the darker side of the life of bees
and the perils they face, including
challenges to their health from
chemicals in their environment, as
well as from chemicals put in the
hive by beekeepers themselves.
Winston, who is familiar to BC
beekeepers for the extensive bee
research he did at Simon Fraser
University,
writes that the
declining health of bees is now
understood to likely be a result
of many factors. From overuse
of pesticides to virus-carrying
superbugs that increasingly resist
beekeepers’ efforts to eradicate them,
we have done much to make the life of
the bee difficult.

lead to disasters. We haven’t entirely
learned that lesson, it seems.

In a regulatory environment where
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and its Canadian equivalent,
the Pest Management Regulatory
Agency, have close relationships
with chemical manufacturers, we
have perhaps become too reliant
on pesticides, herbicides and other
chemicals in an effort to raise the
yield of our food crops.

Africa. Before scientists and beekeepers
could breed out the aggressiveness,
a number of quarantined colonies
escaped.
Winston was part of a “killer bee team”
sent to French Guiana by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture to study
whether the bees had some chink in
their armour. The team quickly realized
they were unstoppable.
European starlings that eat themselves
through the Midwest farm belt, rabbits
that denuded many parts of Australia,
and Africanized bees are graphic
examples of how best intentions can to

Winston argues that if we are to not
only save the bees but ourselves,
our governments and chemical
manufacturers need to begin tracking
and reporting negative interactions
caused by pesticides. We need, as he
says, to stop dying of a thousand little
cuts.
Bee Time is not all doom and gloom,
however. It is a sobering look at what
we are doing to our “canaries in the
agricultural mine”, as he calls bees.
But Winston, in stories heavily infused
with his western Canadian roots, also
reminds us of the finer moments and
good people who are involved in the
industry. Like the beekeeper he is,
paying careful attention to what’s going
on in his colonies, Winston has done a
thorough job with this book. Bee Time
is beautifully written and rich in detail,
evoking emotions without being overly
maudlin. ❀
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Check our website for details
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New and exciting classes with
an expanded selection of products.
We have a new FREE pickup location in
VICTORIA B.C.
Prepay on Paypal or over the phone and your order can be
picked up the next day!!
We still offer our free pickups in Abbotsford, Burnaby,
Cloverdale, Richmond, Vancouver and Whistler

www.urbanbeesupplies.ca

Comox Valley Bee Club invites you to
beautiful Vancouver Island for the

2015 BCHPA Annual General Meeting
and Educational Conference
October 15 - 18

Location and speakers to be announced,
please keep an eye on the websites for details.
www.comoxvalleybeeclub.com

www.bcbeekeepers.com
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American Beekeeping Federation Report
by Jeff Lee
The American Beekeeping Federation featured a strong
Canadian presence at its annual convention in Anaheim,
California in early January, with several speakers from B.C.
Held at the Disneyland Hotel, the convention attracted nearly
900 people who came to hear the latest news on everything
from easy ways to raise queens to breaking research being
done by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s bee labs.
The ABF invited four B.C. speakers: Mark Winston,
the outgoing chair of Simon Fraser University’s Centre for
Dialogue; Julia and Sarah Common, the mother-daughter team
behind the unique social experiment Hives for Humanity; and
Lindsay Dault, the owner of Urban Bee Supplies which is
based in the Lower Mainland.

agricultural pesticides or face a growing loss of pollinators.
Dault gave an expanded talk on hive-related cosmetic
and other products on Saturday to a packed audience. Sarah
Common outlined for a large group the work she and her
mother are doing with Hives for Humanity in Vancouver’s
Downtown Eastside. The project takes people with complex
social, mental health and drug addiction issues and helps by
exposing them to honey bee husbandry.
Pollinator protection dominated much of the conference’s
agenda. From the Pollinator Stewardship Council to the Bee
Informed Partnership project to Project Apis m., there was lots
of discussion about pollinator health and management.
Although this was an American conference, there was a
large contingent of Canadian beekeepers who represented
just about every province. From researchers to hobbyists to
commercial beekeepers, Canadians were out in force.
Les Eccles, the head of the Ontario Beekeepers Association’s

Hives for Humanity project coordinators Julia and Sarah Common,
from left, with Amanda Goodman Lee, President of the Richmond
Beekeepers Association. 
Photo Jeff Lee
Mark Winston reading from his new book, 'Bee Time, Lessons from
the Hive.' 
Photo Jeff Lee
In addition, my wife Amanda Goodman Lee, who is the
president of the Richmond Beekeepers Association, and
myself, attended the conference. Part of my objective was to
scout for speakers for the BCHPA Annual General Meeting in
Courtenay in October.
Winston, who for years ran SFU’s bee lab and whose text
“The Biology of the Honey Bee” continues to be a university
standard text, was invited to talk about the basis of his new book
“Bee Time: Lessons From The Hive”, an eloquent treatise on
the trouble man has wrought on the bee. He gave three talks:
one about the book itself, interspersed with readings; a second
in which he encouraged participants to write about their own
encounters with bees; and a third at a luncheon where he
argued that the U.S. Congress has to change its tune towards
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From Left: Danielle Downey Hawaii State Bee Inspector, Mark Winston, Jeff Pettis of the USDA Beltsville Bee Lab, and Kim Flottum,
editor of Bee Culture magazine. 
Photo Jeff Lee

small hive beetle levels, the Big Island’s queen breeders can’t
get clearance to ship into Canada.
She and Alberta’s chief apiculturalist Medhat Nasr have
been adhering to a strict protocol of less than one per cent mite
infestations in order for breeders to obtain permits to export
from Hawaii to Canada.
One of the more interesting talks in Anaheim was given by
Randy Oliver, the Scientific Beekeeping author, who pointed
out that oxalic acid is only one of three or four naturally
occurring compounds he uses in combatting mites, including
formic acid and thymol, the thyme-based extract. He
reinforced the well-established view that oxalic acid should
really only be used in winter, when open brood is at its lowest
amount. ❀

Predator Control from Bears & Skunks etc!
From Left: Mark Winston, Julia Common, Sarah Common, Amanda
Goodman Lee, Danielle Downey. 
Photo Jeff Lee
tech-transfer program, gave a talk to a packed audience about
that province’s localized queen breeding program.
We also ran into one ex-pat Canadian, Danielle Downey,
now Hawaii’s state bee inspector. She was a graduate student
under Winston at SFU. From a Canadian perspective, she is
important to the continued importation of Hawaiian queen
bees. Without her diligent inspections for minimal mite and

Protect your Bee Hives
with Electric Nets Complete
with Posts – Wide Selection
ranging from 26” – 48” High
X 164’ Long
SOLAR • BATTERY
110 V • FENCE CONTROLLERS

Complete Portable Electric Systems • General Farm
Horse • Wildlife Exclusion • Vineyard • Aquaculture
Tel. 250-757-9677 Fax:250-757-9670
info@ferrisfencing.com www.ferrisfencing.com
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Early
New Zealand
packages
Vancouver Island
and the Gulf Islands
Sunshine Coast.

FLYING DUTCHMAN

Bee SupplieS • packageS • NucS aNd QueeNS

Vancouver Island Pollination Services

6124 Metral Dr., Nanaimo BC V9T 2L6 1-877-390-6890 Phone 250-390-2313
Fax 250-390-5180
E-mail: flydutch@telus.net Stan & Cheryl Reist
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2015 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
BC Honey Producers’ Association

Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
www.bcbeekeepers.com
Membership includes a one-year subscription to both BeesCene and Hivelights quarterly publications. The BCHPA
Liability Insurance Policy is the only one of its kind available in the province. By pooling our membership, we can offer
this comprehensive insurance for a fraction of what it would cost individuals on their own. Members may attend the
business day of the October BCHPA Annual General Meeting and the semi-annual meeting in March without charge
(meals not included). Members benefit from the work of an active volunteer Executive including: Marketing (labels
and brochures), Education (symposiums and website), and ongoing Advocacy (government and media relations). The
BCHPA is a proud member of the Canadian Honey Council, working on our behalf.
New ❏ Renewal ❏ Please check here if renewing with an address change ❏
Name____________________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________
Phone (

Province ___________

Postal Code _______________________

)____________________________ Email ___________________________________________

❏ I do not want my name and address published in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection
of Privacy Act.
$5 Million
Coverage
for only $55 year!

Beekeepers understand that there’s
strength in numbers. Our Group Liability
Insurance Policy is the best value you’ll find.
If you’re worried about stings, or bee smokers, or
other related beekeeping risks – this is for you.
Note: coverage runs
January 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015.
Effective date of coverage
is based on date application and payment
is received at the BCHPA office.
Insurer will issue certificates
in due course.

Please make cheques payable to the
British Columbia Honey Producers’
Association or BCHPA, and mail to:

27137 28a Avenue,
Aldergrove, BC
V4W 3A4

Membership dues are based on the number of honey bee colonies you keep.

BCHPA MEMBERSHIP DUES
0 to 25 Hives
$40
26 to 50 Hives
$50
51 to 150 Hives
$60
151 to 300 Hives
$70
301 to 500 Hives
$120
501 to 1000 Hives
$130
Over 1000 Hives
$200
* OPTIONAL $5,000,000 BCHPA
GROUP LIABILITY INSURANCE
** OPTIONAL Additional
$1 million Forest Fire Fighting
Expense Endorsement
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Includes
BeesCene & Hivelights
ADD ON $55

ADD ON $100

*** OPTIONAL DONATION
BC’s Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund
for Honey Bee Research
ADD ON
(tax registered charity, receipts issued)
**** SUBSCRIPTION ONLY
Note: BeesCene is Included
with Your BCHPA Membership
(this is meant for out-of-province)

New Memberships and Renewals
can also be done online at
http://www.bcbeekeepers.com/membership-bchpa
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# of Hives _________

$50 CAD

TOTAL $

Regional Reports
Peace River
~ Kerry Clark

Kamloops
~ David Masurat

I’m pleased with the ongoing
preparations for both the semiannual in Kamloops and the AGM in
Courtenay, and am looking forward
to both. True, it’s a hard time to write
relevant local thoughts on bees in
January, but it was good to hear the
murmur of bees at Christmas, through
their winter hive wraps, and know they are still alive and will
soon start to even rear a few larvae. I’m pretty confident of
their food stores, and the weather has been .. seasonal. There’s
still 4 months to go before I’ll know they will survive to
forage, so I won’t think too much about it.
The Regional District will be considering a bylaw
to regulate beekeeping. The final proposal is still being
developed, but many similar bylaws have been proclaimed
over the past several years, so I expect the result should be
reasonable.
Best wishes to all for the New Year.

WHAT A BIZARRE SEASON!!!
October had 29 days of temperatures
above 12°C with a high of 28°C. The
bees were out on any flowers they
could find, visibly collecting pollen
from asters, flowering cabbage and
Russian sage.
November saw wild temperature
fluctuations from a high of 15°C daytime temperature to a
chilling -20°C. The largest 24-hour swing was 10°C to -11°C.
December followed the pattern with swings from 15°C to
-7°C. Bees were seen flying around little pools of water and
other small groups were around old watering holes looking
for a drink in vain, since the prohibition of winter had dried
up their source.
The Kamloops Beekeepers had their AGM in November
and elected a new President and Secretary. The President
is Ed Zurawell, an apiarist with over thirty years experience
who will give stellar leadership to Kamloops beekeepers. The
new secretary is the very keen and competent Rob Hunter. It
has been my pleasure to get to know these two outstanding
individuals over the past years and I foresee only good success
for the future.
We are looking forward to spring, hopefully with low
winter losses.

North Vancouver Island
~ Gerry Rozema
Reporting on the beekeeping scene for
the North Island, in January, isn’t one
of the easiest things to write about,
because there isn’t much going on.
It’s been very wet at times, but old
man winter has given most of us a free
pass on the snow shovel so far this
year. Clubs won’t be starting to have
meetings for a few weeks yet, so it’s hard to get feedback from
a wide variety of folks on how well the bees are doing this
winter. Those I have talked to are still talking more about the
numbers of live colonies; the conversation hasn’t turned to
winter losses. I take that as a good sign, but winter isn’t over
by any stretch yet.
There is activity happening behind the scenes with the Comox Valley Bee Club. Preliminaries for the BCHPA AGM
happening in the fall are well under way. We have a dedicated
group of folks that are working to make it a memorable weekend, with plenty of activities and fun for everybody. Now is a
good time to start making travel plans, and mark the weekend
on your calendar. With the event scheduled for the weekend
after Thanksgiving, it’s late enough in the year that winter bee
prep work should be done in most areas of the province, but
early enough that roads are still good for traveling. While a
lot of the details are not yet finalized, folks can expect a full
plate of events for everybody over the entire event.
It will be a fun time for all, intermixed with all the necessary serious side trappings of the Annual General Meeting.
Our bees are all tucked away hiding from the rain, so, it’s
the only real beekeeping related topic we are focused on right
now.

Metro Vancouver
~ Allen Garr
Well, three weeks into winter as I
write this and daffodils are an inch
out of the ground and witch hazel is
blooming. Bees are flying on milder
,drier days. Folks are counting up their
losses which seem to be slightly higher
than last year. Some are still planning
to use Oxalic acid before there is any
brood buildup. I use a fumigation method driven by a 12 volt
battery. Others drizzle the acid mixed in sugar syrup.
Langley, Surrey and Richmond clubs are getting together
to ship a bunch of supers off to Iotron. This has become a
regular practice down here from even the smallest operators
with just a few hives. It has proven effective for ensuring
you are free of a number of diseases not the least of which is
American Foulbrood. It runs just under $7 a super with frames
free of honey.
There are also orders already being tallied up for packages
and queens. We have heard the first batch of New Zealand
bees will be arriving on our shores as early as the first week in
March, and those receiving them have gotten into the habit of
treating for mites immediately and before the brood is capped.
A number of the our members in the Richmond Club made
it down to the American Beekeeping Federation meeting at
Disneyland in Anaheim, California. While the sessions were
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generally rated high, it was not the happiest place on earth
judging by the numbers who came back with various bugs
that had caused the club to cancel its January meeting and had
some still laid up in bed a week later.
But it’s getting lighter every day and by the time you read
this it we will be time for feeding to build up our colonies for
splits, to replace some losses or to meet pollination contracts.
West Kootenays
~ Dave Johnson
The bees seem to be holding their
own this winter. Cold snaps have been
short, and this allows bees to get to
honey stores when needed.
As usual there are some getting
off centre and it is nearly time for a
mid-winter adjustment given the right
kind of day. We have prepared some
fondant for emergency feed as we are wintering some singles
which may become short of food. There are some signs of
Nosema in a few hives which has not been a problem in the
last few winters. We have not received any reports of heavy
winter losses but it is early in the year (mid-January) and the
“danger zone” is usually a bit later than this.
This past summer was a mediocre harvest at best with the
usual variations allowing for the microclimates in our area,
though we fared better than some unfortunate beekeepers in
the East Kootenay area who had very little honey. The local
demand for honey has increased since a packer supplying
the local Kootenay Co-op Store seems to have gone away.
There is a local shortage which is creating an opportunity for
anyone willing to ramp up their operation and market honey
at a wholesale level.
In spite of last year's mixed results with New Zealand
packages, we will again have some available but earlier in the
season this year.
Sunshine Coast
~ Allan Cobbin
Our December meeting featured
Wayne Neidig as our keynote speaker,
and as promised he detailed the proper
use of Oxalic Acid, and noted the
appropriateness for its use at this time
of year. In addition, he spoke of some
of the methods necessary for proper
spring management and how to inspect
colonies in the coming weeks ahead. As Wayne’s presentation
was quite informal, he encouraged questions from those
present, and he answered them throughout his discussion. A
handout regarding the use and preparation of both Oxalic and
Formic Acid was distributed.
We now have six hives at the Sunshine Coast’s Botanical
Garden and to date all have survived the winter. Oxalic Acid
treatment was provided in early January and Wayne’s talk
was noted as being extremely timely. No decisions have
been made as yet regarding our plans for this year ….selling
colonies, preparing and selling nucs, raising queens…but this
will be discussed at our February meeting.
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Our President Sally Burke and I met with our newly elected
District Representative Mark Labbell regarding pesticide
usage and the District’s plan to formulate new policy. He did
point out that it is the Municipalities who have the law making
authority and not the Regional District. He provided an update
on the current Provincial Government’s policy on pesticides,
which we circulated to our Members. If there is sufficient
interest, we can write a letter or apply to do a presentation to
the local Regional District. As beekeepers we should offer an
opinion and see how we can inspire our community to develop
policies supporting the ban of the use of such products here
on the Coast.
In December we received information from Catherine
Culley, BCHPA President, regarding changes in the BC
Society Act which rendered our classification as Divisions as
invalid. She offered several options for us to consider (and
included a sample of the Constitution and Bylaws from another
club). This information was circulated to all club members
for comment and opinion and by informal agreement those
replying unanimously chose to become an Affiliated Club and
this decision was submitted to Catherine.
Locally, we have had some winter losses, partly because
of temperature variance, but we will ask for a more detailed
count and report at our February Meeting. Martin Cook has
graciously offered to supervise the purchase of New Zealand
packages for those interested and advises that they will be
available the first week of March.
Plans are going ahead with our club and the Botanical
Society’s plans to have Mark Winston discuss his lifelong
experiences among the bees, his research and some mention
of his latest book “Bee Time…Lessons From The Hive”. This

Industries Canada Inc.

Hive Contamination Management

Iotron’s Electron Beam irradiation treatment of Apiculture
equipment destroys the pathogens responsible for many Bee
diseases (e.g. American foulbrood, Chalkbrood, Nosema).
The electrons penetrate
Beekeeping equipment like an
X-Ray, killing pathogens and
leaving no residue.
The resulting increased colony
health improves productivity
of pollination and honey
production, while reducing
costs of package bees, queens,
equipment replacement, drugs and
investment of bees in the production of comb.
Improved productivity and decreased costs
allow Beekeepers more assurance that revenue
targets will be met and, with new markets
opening to residue-free honey, also provides
an opportunity to reduce drug treatment in the
Beekeeper’s IPM program.
ISO 9001
Please contact Iotron for more information
Iotron Industries Canada Inc.
1425 Kebet Way, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838 Fax; 604 945-8827
Email iotron@iotron.com Website www.iotron.com

will be held at the Society’s site on Feb. 21st at 7:00 PM. I
expect a great turnout!!
Over the years I have had the opportunity to mentor quite
a number of new beekeepers. With this in mind, I can recall a
Chinese Proverb which says: “Tell me and I will forget. Show
me and I may remember. Involve me and I will understand.”
A good thought for all mentors!!
As usual, All Best Wishes from the Sunshine Coast.
Fraser Valley
~ Courtney White
First of all I would like to wish
everyone a Happy New Year, and I
hope that you all had a wonderful
holiday season with your families. The
weather has been quite mild so far this
winter. The girls have even been out
collecting pollen from hazelnut and
alder trees.
Something that has been a topic of discussion lately is the
re-classification of BCHPA divisions into branches of the
BCHPA or affiliate members. The majority of clubs in The
Fraser Valley have already made this distinction except for
the Langley and Maple Ridge clubs. This is sure to be a lively
topic of discussion at the upcoming Semi-Annual meeting as
clubs decide what to do.
Packages should be arriving in early March and most blueberry
contracts were settled in late December. Looking forward to
a great year!
Terrace
~ Rudi Peters
While we had an incredibly dry
summer the same can not be said for
our fall. We have Noah beat by 6 days:
it rained for 46 days nonstop producing
a total rainfall of 418.4mm. That
amount of rain in the fall is even a little
much for us. Some people wonder why
we keep our beehives a foot and a half
off the ground. Well wonder no more. Everyone seems to
have been able to get their fall mite treatments done before
the apocalyptic rains began. With the bees unable to fly the
brood production stopped early which gives us hope that the
mite treatments should be very effective, as the mites will not
have had a chance to rebuild their numbers prior to “winter”
setting in.
As weird and strange as our summer and fall were, why
would our winter be any different? We have only managed
to reach -10°C for a couple of days so far and that is only if

Honey
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Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.
✧ New & Used beekeeping equipment
✧ Honey
✧ Ezyloaders
(Beekeeper Model 300 now available)
Ph: 204 662 4401 Fax: 204 662 4547
Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com

you were standing out in the arctic outflow winds. We have
hovered around the 0 mark give or take 1 or 2 degrees.
Those of us who produced honey for market have for
the most part sold out, and now we are busy getting old
equipment repaired, new equipment assembled and checking
the calender to see how much longer until spring arrives. With
the extremely mild winter so far most of us are expecting good
survival rates with very strong hives coming out of the winter.
The spring beekeeping course in Terrace is starting to fill
up as more people are starting to have one or two hives in
their backyards, or simply want to learn more about bees.
The push for food security and independence show no sign
of slowing down - if anything it is getting stronger every year.
Some of the local lodges and restaurants are starting to use
honey from local producers in their kitchens. While this is
out of a self-vested interest as it allows them to advertise that
they are using local product, it is good for some of the smaller
beekeepers who are interested in pursuing niche markets.
And so we’ll watch the mountains, and wait for them to
throw off the vestiges of winter so new life returns to our
valleys....

Hardie Honey

Package Bees • Honey • Wax • Bulk Bees • Queens
4035 Robson Road, Duncan BC V9L 6G7
Blaine & Jan
PH/Fax 250-746-4389

Duaine 250-748-8471
hardiehoney@shaw.ca
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Prince George
~ John Phillips
Our club had a great start in the New
Year. At the AGM on January 12 the
members voted overwhelmingly to
have our club become a Branch of
the BC Honey Producers Association.
Getting to this stage took some work
by local members and assistance
from Catherine Culley, President
of the BCHPA. Also at the AGM the current executive was
acclaimed as follows: President - Barry Clark; Secretary –
Shawn Cherewick and Treasurer and Regional Representative
– John Phillips.
So far it has been a fairly easy winter with much less
snow than usual. Only two short cold snaps and a crazy day
of freezing heavy rain. A few beekeepers report the odd bee
flying around but it has not been warm enough for a cleansing
flight.
The interest in beekeeping continues to grow but a shortage
of bees may put beekeeping out of reach for some people.
This year some orders made in the late fall could not be filled
for the next spring. This phenomenon may encourage better
management of the bees.
We look forward to another informative session in
Kamloops when the semi-annual meeting occurs there in
March.
South Vancouver Island
~ Matt Tooley
Well, it seems that the rain we
missed so much throughout summer
returned to us in early winter this year,
at least for the early part. After a short
bout of cold, it feels almost like spring
now, with temperatures regularly
jumping above 8 degrees.
The warmth has allowed many of
us here to take a peek inside our hives. The consensus seems
positive so far. There will obviously be some losses every season and not all microclimates are as easy to deal with as others, but from what we’ve been hearing many hives have come
through the first round well. The brief bit of warmth has also
allowed people to do a little emergency feeding on a limited
basis, but unfortunately we’re not through the storm yet.
On the island we almost always see another, sometimes
stronger, shot of winter in February and sometimes also in
March and so it’s too early to say we’re in the clear. Still, I do
know that folks were keeping an eye on mite counts and this
year concern in our region over AFB seems to have increased.

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
2098 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, BC V0X 1C2

Blair & Cheryl Tarves

BC BRED QUEENS • NUCS
BREEDING STOCK
April 15 - Sept. 15

Phone 250-499-2555
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Hopefully this focus has helped prevent unnecessary
infestation/contamination and hopefully we’ll see a more
gentle beginning to the season than we sometimes do.
East Kootenays
~ Lance Cuthill for Mike Malmberg
Time has helped East Kootenay
beekeepers to handle the depression
from zero to fifty percent of a normal
year’s honey harvest. Now, with
the bees well prepared for winter
with stores, mite treatment and
wraps, mother nature has once again
delivered some unusual weather.
November saw temperatures plummet down into the -30°C
range, followed with some severe snow storms; all of which
happened much earlier than expected. Since December, we
have had perfect weather conditions for bee survival. Now
in January the opposite to November is happening with
spring-like temperatures being a mixed blessing; the bees
are encouraged to make their much needed cleaning flights
but beekeepers fear that a sudden drop back to -30°C can be
deadly. So far, from all reports, we have few winter losses but
February and March seem to be the winter loss months. Oh
well, as the saying goes, “that’s farming.” Once again, Lance
Cuthill has been booked with the East Kootenay College of
the Rockies in both Creston and Cranbrook to teach BCHPA
Introductory Beekeeping Courses. East Kootenay beekeepers
will be holding their annual spring meeting with reports from
the BCHPA Semi-Annual meeting in Kamloops.

Maximize Spring Build-up
and Colony Health
Feed ready-made patties from

GLOBAL PATTIES

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate
for good build-up and large honey crops.
Feed patties to ensure colony health,
fast build-up and maximum production.

Learn more at www.globalpatties.com
and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free
or email mike@globalpatties.com

Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease

North Okanagan
~ Dan Mawson
Being a beekeeper in the winter is
unsettling. We often have to respond
to questions about what’s happening
to our bees: are they hibernating?
Have they gone south? Do they die
in the winter? etc.. I’m sure you’ve
heard them all. Answering these
questions can often lead to some great
conversations about bees but they also remind me of my own
doubts. I have this nagging uncertainty about how my bees
are actually doing and ask myself repeated questions: has
it been too cold for too long? Did I leave enough food for
them? Did I insulate enough or maybe too much? Is there too
much moisture in the hive? (“Remember it’s not the cold that
kills them, it’s the moisture” rings in my head). Was my fall
treatment effective? Or a dozen other questions. Even worse
is getting together with other beekeepers who confidently tell
you how they prepared for winter in a different way, making
you feel even more unsure.
I visit my hives occasionally to make sure they are not
snowbound and my heart pauses as I see the dead bees at the
entrance. Doubts soar again. I diligently clear out the entrance
and silently say a little prayer that the bee god is taking care
of my little ones. I subconsciously glance around to make
sure no one sees a grown man worrying about insects. I never
appreciated the word husbandry until I became a beekeeper.
Caring for bees is much more than stacking supers and
harvesting honey, it involves a clear sense of responsibility.
This fall I discovered a hive infected with AFB and I
immediately had a deep, dark sense of failure that I had let
my bees down. I know logically that it wasn’t my fault but I
still felt sad that I had lost a colony. I know the persona of the
farmer is calloused and hard working but I suspect that we all
have a soft spot for our bees.
So, if we can’t tend to the bees in the heart of winter, we
meet in clubs all across the country. No different in the North
Okanagan. As a great remedy for the winter blues we meet
on the third Monday of each month to reconnect, learn and
share. When I was at the annual conference in September,
Wayne Neidig, Past President of the BCHPA, mentioned he
would be available to speak to our club if opportunity arose.
Not wanting to miss that opportunity, I invited him to come up
from the coast in November. What a treat it was to hear from a
veteran beekeeper like Wayne. He generously shared for more
than 90 minutes on hive inspection, seasonal care of bees
and how to grow your apiary with splitting techniques. Our
club left with a bucket full of helpful tips and a much better
understanding of the life cycle of our hives. Thanks Wayne!
As many others are doing, our club executive has decided
to remain fully affiliated with the BCHPA by becoming a
branch division. We have had a good history as divisional
club of the BCHPA and have benefited from our association.
I do anticipate some resistance from peripheral members
about the requirement of a provincial membership fee. My
concerns are eased as I flip through back issues of BeesCene
and review the support and resources that I have received as
a member myself. I also feel it raises the bar for all clubs to
provide quality education and build strong communities in
their regions to add value to their members. Looking ahead,

we are planning to send a group to Kamloops in March for the
Semi-Annual meeting.
We’re still settled in for our long winter’s nap, and we’re
watching the thermometer; we can’t wait for the mercury to
rise and the bees to fly. ❀

BOONE HODGSON WILKINSON FUND
Funding the Study of Apiculture in British Columbia
Since 1965
Applications
are processed
during the winter
months.
For further
information
or donations
please contact:
SECRETARY-TREASURER
Dr. John Boone
3830 West 37th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6N 2W3
Tel 604-266-9301
jboone@telus.net
2015 DIRECTORS
John Boone
Ian Farber • Joe Lomond • Bob Meredith

CRA Registered Charity
Receipts for tax purposes will be issued
for donations of $20.00 or more.
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BCBBA Report
Winter is still prevalent for most of BC. Our bees are quietly
waiting for sunny days to return. Last year proved the demand
for local queens continues to out grow the current supply for
the South Islands and most of BC. Although I do not have the
statistics for queen honey bee imports for the year 2014, my
understanding is that the demand for local queens Canada wide
continues to grow as major beekeepers recognize their value
over imported product.
I have accepted a request to supply continuing education of
beekeeping on a world wide scale through www.innovativecommunities.org.
This year I am in the Kiborgora area of western Rwanda.
At the time of this article I am on day 1 of 5 of an intermediate beekeeping course. Next week I have a class of 8 for a
course in simplified queen rearing. The weather is phenomenal
and the people are are amazingly courteous and attentive with
very pointed questions. Beekeepers are definitely a unique group
worldwide. ~ Barry Denluck

Intermediate Beekeeping class, Kiborgora, Rwanda. February 1,
2015. For more information about the BC Bee Breeders Association,
please check out our website at http://bcbeebreeders.ca.

BC Bee Supply
Beekeeping supplies & equipment.
We buy and sell - beeswax - bee pollen - propolis

Burnaby, B.C.

www.bcbeesupply.ca

For the cost of shipping,
you can borrow from our extensive
video library

Wanted:

Honey in Barrels • Bee Pollen • Honey Comb

Dew Fresh Honey

Osoyoos, B.C.

Cell: 250-485-2924

BCHPA Certified Producer Program
The Certified Producer program is designed to assist
BCHPA members sell their products by providing
special labeling that customers will come to recognize as
representing high quality honey, exclusively produced by
local beekeepers.
Labels can now
be purchased by
Registered Certified
Producers only.
Lots consist
of groups of 1,000.
2,000 and less:
$0.05 per label
greater than 2000:
$0.04 per label

Request an emailed copy of
the BCHPA library holdings
for timely videos and DVD’s
on seasonal beekeeping information.
please contact:
BCHPA Librarian: Ian Farber
3249 Schubert Road, Kamloops, BC V2B 6Y4
Phone: 250-579-8518 E-mail: ian_farber@telus.net

46

Volume 31, #1 SPRING 2015

NOTE: lid seals are individually numbered for lot
tracking and some conditions apply to CP label
purchases - see BCHPA website for details
You can apply to the program
by downloading the application form from the
BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.com
Or contact Judy Campbell:
PO Box 307, Aldergrove, BC, V4W 2T8
Email: jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com
Tel: 604-856-2125

Classifieds
COWAN 28 FRAME EXTRACTOR for sale, has steam
uncapper wax spinner honey sump and pump and 1500 lb
tank with hot water coils in it. Works very well. Phone Tom
at 250-956-3920. Located in Port McNeill, BC.

BARRELS & TOTES FOR SALE 45 Gallon stainless steel
barrels, food grade, closed top, with two bungs, $100. 45
Gallon plastic barrels, food grade, open top, with lid & fastener, $45. 250 Gallon (1000 litres) food grade tote, with steel
cage, plastic bottom, $140. Call Jim Curry at (250)562-9463
(daytime), (250)967-4580 (evenings). Prince George, B.C.
QUEEN REARING HIVES WITH BEES FOR SALE
SPRING 2015. Each hive makes 20 mating nucs and has 2
queens, 80 frames; 4 shallow boxes, top and divided bottom.
Included in price are 5 shallow nuc boxes divided into 4 with
feeders (20). Total price $600. Also available for sale standard sized frame feeders.
Email lizandterry@gmail.com
TURN KEY FARM, GRAND FORKS, BC. 3 bedroom
house, large certified honey house, 2.6 acres, equipment for
500 hives, trucks, school bus route, town 5 km. Flower Power
Apiaries. (250) 442-2933 or mdmclennan@gmail.com for
details. One complete sale $595,000.

NUCS FOR SALE: Strong 4-frame nucs, B.C. queens and
bees. Contact Blair and Cheryl Tarves, Similkameen Apiaries, 250-499-2555
FOR SALE. HAD A GOOD YEAR? I have a collection
of about 400 beekeeping books for sale as an instant library.
Mostly antique and rare. As a collection they plot the development of beekeeping from the 1600s to modern times.
Valued at $12000. For sale at $8000 OBO. Tax deductible.
List available. David Dawson - davidbee@mts.net.
FOR SALE: MAXANT "JUNIOR WAX SPINNER".
Only a few seasons old, excellent condition. $1500 USD new;
make a reasonable offer. Northwest beekeepers can save on
shipping, located in Telkwa/Smithers area. hometownhifi@
yahoo.com, (250) 877-3495.

Don't forget to renew your
BCHPA membership in 2015!
Memberships expired on Dec. 31st.
To keep receiving your BeesCene
please renew soon
if you haven't already.
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Formic acid gel strips for the treatment and control
of Varroatosis caused byVarroa destructor in honeybees

Mite Away Quick Strips®
Arrests the Transmission of
Viruses
Varroa mites reproduce under the
brood cap, preferring drone brood.
Mite Away Quick Strips® are placed
on the top bars of the bottom brood
chamber allowing to treat the brood
rearing zone in the hive.
“The strip’s innovation is that the
treatment successfully penetrates the
brood cap, targeting the Varroa mites
where they reproduce, arresting the
transmission of viruses. When bees are
treated with MAQS® there is no risk of
residue contamination to the honey or
wax.
- David VanderDussen CEO NOD Apiary Products
Ltd.

Another element of the treatment is
the bee’s natural ventilation response
when MAQS® is applied, air movement
created by the bees drives the vapours
into the cells.
Having entrances fully open during the
7 day treatment is essential.

Mite Away Quick Strips® can be
purchased through most bee supply
outlets across Canada. A full list can be
found on our website.

To learn more visit www.NODGLOBAL.com or call 866 483 2929
HEALTHY BEES. HEALTHY PLANET.
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