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“Perhaps there is not much sense in watching for signs, in say-
ing over and over, ‘This is a late spring,’ or ‘Looks like an 
early year.’ But to watch the signs and say these things is a rite 
among men and it has meaning; strongest meaning for those 
who are closest to the soil and the weather, but strong meaning 
for all men, even those who live most determinedly in the cities 
and shield themselves most closely from the rigors of winter 
and the caprices of spring. Even today, in the most modern of 
cities, man has not been able to make himself altogether inde-
pendent of the weather, and perhaps that is a good thing.”

~ Roderick L. Haig-Brown, from  Measure of the Year

I can’t say that Haig-Brown is a writer with whom I am fa-
miliar. Just before Christmas, I was down in town, wandering 
around the little shops, not really buying anything, enjoying 
being among the people but keeping to myself. I stopped for 
awhile in a bookstore that serves coffee, otherwise a coffee 
shop that sells good used books, otherwise a kind of hub and 
meeting place for people around here; a nice place to rest while 
enjoying some company.

My eyes wandered around and fell upon a small stack of 
used books that someone had obviously collected and then left 
behind, mostly old fly-fishing books. The book above-men-
tioned was in the pile. It seemed like a good idea at the time to 
take the lot. It was, but now I feel a bit guilty; perhaps someone 
came back looking for them and found them missing from their 
hiding spot. Or maybe they were left there for the purpose they 
served.

Haig-Brown’s writing seems like spring to me so far: much 
movement around subjects, plenty of possibility, introducing 
the most meaning possible in the least amount of words...his re-
flections are full but not overdone. For those of you who don’t 

know him or his writing, 
he was born in England 
but fell in love with BC 
as a young man and spent 
most of his life in Camp-
bell River. He seems adept at turning concepts over on them-
selves, which is a useful habit to assume. It reminds me of a 
martial art called Aikido, which in practice redirects the force 
of an attack, rather than opposing it head-on. This requires 
more thinking than physical strength as the practitioner enters 
the attacker’s momentum and turns it back upon them. Useful 
strategies – things to ponder as the busy season approaches. 

Other things to think about...the powers of association are 
many and can be very subtle. I have recently attended a couple 
of meetings about farming issues in our valley, and there were 
moments I felt as though ideas were numerous and lofty but 
impossible to achieve. Most of the usefulness of my being there 
didn’t become obvious until afterwards, and because of a com-
mitted few, good ideas are being pursued, and ways to connect 
(aside from on the internet) are being explored. Also different 
ways of approaching problems – seeing the positive in a situa-
tion and emphasizing that rather than dwelling on the negative 
– and being more inclusive. One fellow I have been fortunate 
to meet in person is knowledgeable about the area, very com-
municative and supportive, and has begun producing a kind of 
newsletter to connect farmers in our region. Why? In his words: 
“There are many local farmers and gardeners who have knowl-
edge that is ‘hidden’ because of busy-ness, or disenfranchise-
ment from any established organization, intentional or not.” 

So just as we are not independent of the weather, we are not 
independent of each other...

A happy and productive spring season to you all!
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With the festive season behind us the executive is busy 
working on projects for the remainder of this fiscal year. 
Our First Vice President Barry Denluck with the assistance 
of Ian Farber have booked the hotel in Kamloops for our 
semi-annual Meeting, March 14 and 15. More information 
will follow on our website shortly, so please mark your cal-
endar. I understand the Educational Day will be taking on 
a new format. 

We are still looking for a club to come forward and be-
come the host for the 2014 AGM; in the past few years host-
ing the AGM has resulted in financial gain for the hosting 
club. If your club is interested in taking on the AGM this fall 
please contact Barry Denluck or myself and we will get you 
all the information that you need to get started. 

On a sad note Pauline Thompson tendered her resigna-
tion as Treasurer a short time ago, and the executive have 
now combined both the Secretary and Treasurer positions 
under Irene Tiampo’s portfolio. We would like to extend our 
appreciation to Pauline for the years of service she provided 
our Association and wish her well in whatever ventures she 
now pursues.  

The new mailing address for the Association is Box 
5594, Victoria BC, V8R 6S4. The Associations’ bank ac-
count is in the process of being transferred to a Royal Bank 
in Victoria from the Credit Union in Comox for ease of 
banking. I would like to thank Irene for taking on this ex-
tended responsibility and also Pauline for the helpful man-
ner in which she has helped during this transition period. 

In other news, on January 15 our First Vice president 
Barry Denluck, our Canadian Honey Council Representa-
tive Gerry McKee, Mike Campbell of Campbell’s Gold in 
Abbotsford, Catherine Culley President of the CRBA of 
Victoria and Brenda Jager plus myself and approximately 
30 other Island beekeepers attended an information meeting 
being hosted by the Salt Spring Beekeepers Club in Gan-
ges. The topic of the meeting was “Evaluation of a Preda-
ceous Mite for the Biological Control of the Varroa Mite.” 
Mr. John Borden of Contech Enterprises Inc. chaired the 

meeting. Mr. Borden 
explained there are 
claims that this ‘pre-
daceous’ mite can 
attack and kill Var-
roa mites when in-
troduced to a colony 
of honey bees. He 
also mentioned that 
among other con-
cerns with this ‘tech-
nology’, his company 
notes that when the 
Varroa mite population 
is reduced would this other mite then turn on the honey bee 
larva? The Salt Spring Island Beekeepers will be running 
tests this coming summer with this mite, and we will report 
their findings as they become available. More information 
on this mite can be found on the Salt Spring Island beekeep-
ers’ website at  www.ssibeekeepers.com. 

In closing I hope that you all come out of winter with a 
low mortality rate and that 2014 will be a banner year for 
honey production.  ❀

From the President

Wayne Neidig
BCHPA President
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News from the Ministry of Agriculture
PAUL VAN WESTENDORP,  Manager, BCMA Apiculture Program 

paul.vanwestendorp@gov.bc.ca.

Beelines
2013 Production Statistics

The 2013 beekeeping season was initially expected to 
become a terrific honey production year. High survival rate 
of wintered colonies and their generally good condition in 
spring held the promise of an excellent year with the warm 
weather in late June onward. It turned out to be different 
as the Peace experienced wet and cool conditions for most 
of the summer while the southern portion of the province 
had a prolonged period of drought with high temperatures. 
It was the area in between, the Cariboo, that experienced a 
stellar production year. The final result for the province was 
a below average honey crop. Table 1 lists the average pro-
duction level per colony, with average wholesale and retail 
prices. For a detailed listing of 2013 production statistics, 
please refer to www.al.gov.bc.ca/apiculture and click on 
“Production Statistics”. 

2014 Spring Survey
As in previous years, we will be asking beekeepers to 

report their winter losses and successes in the upcoming 
spring survey. All beekeepers registered with 10 colonies 
or more will be sent a survey form in May. Beekeepers can 
also submit their wintering results on-line by visiting our 
website www.al.gov.bc.ca/apiculture and select Beekeeping 
Survey. This information is important as it will reflect on 
the status of BC’s beekeeping industry and how it compares 
with other provinces. It may also provide insight into the 
most common causes of winter colony mortality.

In 2013, survey participation of beekeepers was over 
30% which was remarkably high and provided a high level 
of confidence in the data. We strongly encourage you to par-

ticipate in the 2014 spring survey again.

CFIA Risk Assessment 
As reported in the previous issue of BeesCene, the Cana-

dian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) carried out a risk as-
sessment on the proposed import of bee packages from the 
United States. It concluded that since conditions in Canada 
and the US had not changed since the last assessment in 
2004, there was no justification in changing existing restric-
tions on US bee package imports.

The report identified four primary bee health threats to 
Canadian bees. These included:

Africanized Bees (AHB), Antibiotic-resistant AFB 
(r-AFB), Amitraz-resistant Varroa (r-VAR), and the Small 
Hive Beetle.

While there may have been many reasons that led CFIA 
to come to its conclusions and recommend retention of 
current import restrictions, it is important for beekeepers 
to view these four bee health threats in proper context and 
magnitude. I will cover each of these bee health threats sep-
arately. 

Africanized Bees
The Western or “European” honeybee, Apis mellifera, is 

comprised of 22 subspecies or races distributed throughout 
Europe, the Middle East and Africa. The Carniolan bee for 
example, is also known A. mellifera carnica while the Ital-
ian bee is named A. mellifera ligustica. Likewise, the Afri-
can continent has a number bee races all belonging to the 
species Apis mellifera. For example, the Egyptian bee is 
called A. mellifera lamarckii, while in the Atlas mountains 
of Morocco we find the race A. mellifera intermissa. Since 
all of these European and African bee races belong to the 
same species, they readily crossbreed or hybridize. 

Each of the African bee races or subspecies evolved in 
its respective habitat of climate and physical environment. 
For example, A. m. lamarcki of Egypt evolved along the 
Nile River. It had long been recognized for its productivity 
and gentleness, and these attributes led to its large-scale im-
portation to North America in the late 1800s.  On the other 
hand, A.m. sahariensis of the Western Sahara managed to 
adapt to extreme hot conditions marked by prolonged dearth 
periods during which it would maintain very small popula-
tions. Intermittent rainfall would immediately result in rapid 
population expansion and swarming. African subspecies 
represent great diversity of genetic and phenotypic traits 

BC Beekeeping 
Production Statistics 2013

#Cols   .................................... 42,544
Honey Yld.  ............................ 2,068,948
Av. Yld (lb)  ............................49
Wholesale   .............................20%
Whlsle (lb)  ............................4417,273
Whlsle $/lb  ............................$3.06
Whlsle Total  ..........................$1,277,947
Retail (%)  ..............................76%
Retail (lb) ............................... 1,569,105
Retail $/lb  ..............................$5.93
Retail Total  ............................$9,301,655
Total Value   ...........................$10,579,602
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and show that not all African genes are ‘bad’ genes. 
In tropical East Africa, the bee race of the hot savannas 

is known as A. mellifera scutellata. Queens of A.m. scutel-

lata were brought to South America in 1957, in an attempt 
to improve the productivity of European bees (EHB) that 
had previously been introduced to the South American trop-
ics. The offspring of the African queens were allowed to 
hybridize into the general honey bee population. It was as-
sumed that EHB and African bees would equally contribute 
to the hybridization but it turned out that African bees had 
many dominant traits over EHB. As a result, EHB tended 
to become Africanized, rather than African bees becoming 
‘Europeanized’. The resulting hybrid of Africanized Honey 
Bees (AHB) readily acclimatized to the tropical conditions 
and spread into the Amazon basin, continued into Central 
America and arrived in the US in 1990. 

The arrival of AHB in the US initially caused a great deal 
of concern and speculation about its impact on US beekeep-
ing, on crop growers, and how far north AHB would spread. 
In the southern US, AHB has caused significant problems 
with stinging incidences of humans and animals. Some lo-
cal counties introduced ordinances that prohibit the keeping 
of bees or require EHB certification. While AHB has spread 
to new areas, today, almost 25 years after its introduction, 
AHB distribution has remained limited to the most southern 
portion of the US despite large-scale migratory beekeep-
ing and few geographical barriers. Yet, some studies have 
suggested that physical and climatic conditions may enable 
AHB to eventually become established as far north as the 
Okanagan Valley. While there is no definitive answer at this 
time, it may be helpful to study other areas where AHB has 
been introduced. 

After AHB became established in Brazil in 1957, they 
didn’t just spread northward but also south towards Uru-
guay and Argentina. Some 55 years after AHB introduction, 
honey bee colonies north of the 35th parallel had become 
fully Africanized. The area along the 35th parallel became 
partially hybridized while farther south, honey bees have 
remained predominantly European. Clearly, climate condi-
tions have proven to be defining factors in the distribution 
of AHB. 

As another example we can look at the findings of Broth-
er Adam of Buckfast who traveled extensively through Af-
rica to study and classify subspecies of A. mellifera in the 
1960s and 70s. He noticed a distinct difference between A. 

mellifera scuttelata, of East Africa’s hot savannas, and the 
bees found on the higher slopes of Mt. Kenya, Mt. Elgon, 
and the Rowenzoris of Western Uganda. While no physical 

barriers existed between these habitats, the honey bees of 
the higher altitudes were sufficiently different in their be-
havior and appearance that Brother Adam classified them 
as a distinct subspecies called A. mellifera monticola. A.m. 

monticola was less prone to swarming, displayed a strong 
food hoarding impulse and were less defensive. Clearly, cli-
mate was the defining factor that prevented A. m. scuttelata 
from occupying high altitude habitats. 

AHB of scutellata lineage are tropical bees and are 
characterized by their strong defensive behavior, frequent 
swarming and absconding of the nest. These behavioral 
traits involve great expenditure of energy and can only be 
afforded in a habitat where forage is available through most 
of the year. In colder climates, the seasonal availability of 
forage compels honey bees to store excess food and con-
serve energy in order to survive winter. 

In addition to climatic limitations, strong selection pres-
sure applied by beekeepers against AHB or any other unde-
sirable bee stock has often not been sufficiently recognized. 
Some beekeepers may favor certain phenotypical traits such 
as dark bees over yellow bees but ultimately, colonies are 
evaluated according to four key criteria; productivity, dis-
ease resistance, winter hardiness and gentleness. If one or 
more of these traits are not met, beekeepers quickly replace 
the queen with one that harbours these qualities. 

Canadian beekeepers can currently import queens from 
selected Californian breeders. It is not clear to me why a US 
bee package would pose any greater risk of AHB introduc-
tion compared to the import of a queen (only) from the same 
source. 

 AHB may never establish itself as a reproductive popu-
lation in Canada. The main threat of AHB is the inadvertent 
importation of an AHB queen in a package or on her own 
from the US in the spring. During the summer season, con-
ditions will enable such colony to grow and expand dur-
ing which it will increase its defensive behavior. The risk of 
conflict may rise when AHB is brought into urban settings. 
While the potential for the introduction and establishment 
of AHB in BC is very low, any incidence arising from AHB 
in BC would generate negative public and media attention 
and increase legal liabilities.  

r-AFB
The Risk Assessment report identified antibiotic-resis-

tant AFB as one of the primary threats to the Canadian hon-
ey bee population with the resumption of US bee package 
imports. R-AFB is without question a health threat but we 
must view it in context of its current presence in Canada and 

Osoyoos, B.C.             Cell: 250-485-2924

Wanted: 
Honey in Barrels • Bee Pollen • Honey Comb

Dew Fresh Honey
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the probability of importing r-AFB (and any AFB) from the 
US through bee packages. 

Packaged bees can be considered an artificial swarm, 
where a portion of the adult population has been separated 
from the brood and comb. Brood and comb are primary 
sources of AFB, and for this reason Canada does not permit 
the import of ‘bees on comb’ from the US or anywhere else. 
However, packages are quite different and while adult bees 
may harbor AFB spores, the opportunity for the disease to 
spread is sharply reduced and even more so with the cus-
tomary antibiotic treatment of the originating colonies prior 
to package production and shipment. It is interesting to note 
that Africanized bees have been widely reported as ‘AFB 
free’ or where the disease has a low prevalence. Studies at 
Guelph (Guzman 2014) have demonstrated that AHB do 
not harbor innate disease-resistance to AFB, but its strong 
swarm and absconding impulse prevents AFB from estab-
lishing itself. Likewise, packaged bees may have a similarly 
reduced ability to harbor and transmit AFB. 

R-AFB was first diagnosed in BC’s Fraser Valley in 
1998. Initially, the Ministry tested every submitted AFB 
sample to determine the prevalence of resistance. R-AFB 
was diagnosed in various regions of the province but since 
its prevalence remained low, it was decided to reduce the 
testing for antibiotic resistance. R-AFB has also been re-
ported in Alberta for many years where it led to the use of 
the antibiotic tylosin (Tylan), a substitute to oxytetracycline 
hydrochloride (Oxytet). Since then, tylosin has been regis-
tered for use in Canada. In most cases, AFB infestations, 
whether antibiotic-resistant or not, have been effectively 
controlled through hygienic management practices and the 
application of antibiotics when needed. R-AFB has been 
diagnosed in US colonies also but its prevalence in Califor-
nia’s bee breeding areas has been reported to be low. US bee 
packages could harbor resistant AFB spores, but the unlike-
lihood of transmission through packages should place this 
health threat as insignificant. 

Amitraz-resistant Varroa
Apivar strips with the active ingredient of amitraz have 

become one of the most important Varroa mite control prod-
ucts in Canada. Its ongoing efficacy is of great interest to 
Canadian beekeepers. Studies have confirmed amitraz-resis-
tant Varroa in many beekeeping areas of the United States, 
estimated at a prevalence level of 48%. US beekeepers have 
responded by increasing the dose and frequency of amitraz 
application. 

In Canada, amitraz (Apivar) has become one of the most 

important Varroa mite control products available to beekeep-
ers. The heavy reliance on this product and its extensive use 
have greatly increased the risk of Varroa mites developing 
amitraz-resistance in Canada in the near future. 

Small Hive Beetle
The Small Hive Beetle (SHB) remains an exotic pest to 

BC since it has never been reported in the province. Its in-
troduction should be viewed as a health threat but it remains 
uncertain about how much of a threat this pest actually pos-
es to BC colonies. 

Small Hive Beetles are tropical insects that complete 
their larval stages inside the honey bee colony.  At the end 
of its larval stage, it will leave the colony and seek sandy 
soils nearby to complete its pupal stage. For this process to 
complete the beetle requires high temperatures and humid 
conditions. 

As previously reported in BeesCene, US colonies near 
the Canada-US border pose the greatest risk of SHB intro-
duction. Contact with Washington beekeepers have shown 
that for unknown reasons, SHB has so far not been success-
ful in establishing itself as an endemic pest in Washington 
State. Physical and climatic conditions appear to limit SHB 
establishment in the North West and BC. 

Since SHB introduction is likely to occur with the im-
portation of US bee packages, and without knowing its po-
tential impact on BC colonies, SHB should continue to be 
viewed as a health threat to the BC honey bee population. 

PMRA’s Neonicotinoid Re-evaluation
The controversy about neonicotinoid insecticides has 

continued unabated and has become highly polarized. One 
wonders how the parties who both profess to adhere to sci-
ence and technology could be so diametrically opposed 
in their positions. Putting economic interest and standard 
farming management practices aside, part of the problem is 
that the different parties are using different research reports 
and findings to bolster their arguments.

There has not been much controversy or disagreement 
about the toxicity of neonicotinoids to insects. This group 
of insecticides has become the most widely used insect con-
trol products worldwide precisely because they have proven 
to kill insects very effectively. The controversy revolves 
around environmental impact these chemicals pose on non-
target organisms and the pollinator fauna in particular. 

The manufacturers and regulatory agencies have relied 
heavily on the long-held evaluation methodology of ‘acute 
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A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia
from 1950 to 2000 written by Douglas M. McCutcheon

Our long awaited history book is now in print! This book is about us and our 
industry and what it means to be a beekeeper in BC, following in the footsteps of 
pioneer beekeepers. 

The History of Beekeeping in British Columbia from 1950 – 2000 is the result 
of more than 10 years of talking with beekeepers, inspectors and specialists around 
the province, and searching out records, reports and files. Doug McCutcheon, with 
the help of wife Eileen, organized it all into a readable journey through the history of 
our industry, illuminated by delightful encounters with some of the innovative and 
resilient men and women who have chosen to make beekeeping a way of life. 

As Doug says: “In the fifty years I write about, there have been great changes in 
beekeeping in our province. There are a lot of great stories! Enjoy the read!” 

Purchase details: $29.95 each plus shipping.  
Available through the BCHPA web site 

http://www.bcbeekeepers.com/ by PayPal payment. 
BCHPA MEMBERS CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE 

OF A LIMITED TIME SHIPPING DISCOUNT OFFER
For further details contact:

historybook@bcbeekeepers.com or visit our web site.

Any proceeds realized by the sale of this book above and beyond retrieving the cost of 
production are kindly directed by the author to the 

Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund for Honey Bee Education and Research.

$29.95 
plus Shipping 

The Trust was formed by Dr Eva Crane herself. It was enhanced by the residue of her 
estate bequeathed to the Trust on her death in 2007.
Dr Crane’s research was meticulous and she felt that the recording of information - so 
that original material could be traced and used by succeeding generations - was a vital 
part of her work. In her lifetime she had over 300 papers and articles published, and she 
contributed many learned tomes to the shelves of bee lovers worldwide.
The aim of the Trust is to continue Dr Crane’s work in the way she would have liked it 
to evolve. This includes advancing the understanding 

of bees and beekeeping by the collection, collation and dissemination of science and 
research worldwide, as well as recording and propagating a further understanding of 
beekeeping practices through historical and contemporary discoveries.
The Trust, as well as being Dr Crane’s way of ensuring her work continues, is a memo-
rial whereby it may be possible to help fund others who can build on the foundations 
of sound academic research laid down in her many publications. Grants may be made 
to individuals and organizations that might otherwise find funding difficult in this spe-
cialized field. Applications will be considered from anywhere in the world but must 
be made in writing in the English language, preferably using the form on the website.

The website, which will be developed and expanded in the coming months
http://www.EvaCraneTrust.org

Similar information can be obtained by writing to:
The Eva Crane Trust, c/o Withy King Solicitors, 5-6 Northumberland Buildings, Bath, BA1 2JE, UK

Richard Jones, Trust Chairman

New website established for 

the Eva Crane Trust

The Eva Crane Trust
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toxicity’ by determining the relative toxic effect these chem-
icals have on target organisms (the ‘pests’), as well as their 
estimated  impact on the environment and non-target organ-
isms. 

Opponents of neonicotinoids have long argued that the 
traditional toxicity evaluation processes are crude and inad-
equate to assess their true environmental impact. Acute tox-
icity values merely reflect the amount of chemical needed 
to kill a percentage of the (pest) population. This is often 
expressed as the LD50 level which represents the amount of 
active ingredient needed to kill 50% of the test population. 
Opponents have argued that the evaluation of a chemical 
should also consider the subtle impact such chemicals may 
have on non-target insects that are chronically exposed at 
sub-lethal levels. An increasing body of evidence indicates 
that chronic exposure at sub-lethal levels can lead to be-
havioral changes including loss of foraging floral fidelity, 
loss of homing ability, reduced reproductive capability, in-
creased disease susceptibility due to compromised immune 
response, etc. It is difficult, costly and time-consuming to 
gather and evaluate this type of data but some key research 
reports have recently been published that confirm the seri-
ous environmental impact of neonicotinoids.

Recognizing the seriousness of the issue, the Pest Man-
agement Regulatory Agency (PMRA) announced in June 
2012 its decision to re-evaluate three of the most commonly 
used neonicotinoids including imidacloprid, clothianidin 
and thiomethoxam. Since then, more information has come 
to light that has caused PMRA to broaden the scope of the 
reassessment by including more detailed evaluation criteria 
and to consult more widely with outside parties to fully as-
sess the role of neonicotinoids in the environment and their 
impact on pollinators in particular. It is expected that de-
tailed information will become available in 2015 and 2016.

Apiary Inspection Services 2014
In order to ensure that the Apiculture Program will con-

tinue to deliver its core activities, some limits will be placed 
on discretionary program activities. Discretionary activities 
may be restricted or subject to approval. For example:

Attendance at monthly beekeeper club meetings
Attendance of an Apiary Inspector at each monthly meet-

ing of a local beekeepers club will no longer be supported. 
However, when a club requests the Apiary Inspector to at-
tend a meeting as guest speaker or to assist in a special event 
such as a field day, attendance will still be approved.  

Courtesy Inspection
When a local club organizes a communal apiary in the 

summer, the customary courtesy inspection will no longer 
be available. When the local club still wishes such inspec-
tion, it could offer a service contract and pay for the inspec-
tor’s services. 

Core program activities such as apiary inspections for 
determining the presence of disease and for the issuance 

of a permit (to move or to sell) will continue as prescribed 
in the Bee Act. Where there is a suspicion of disease, we 
encourage beekeepers to first inspect their colonies closely 
and share their findings with the inspector. Beekeepers are 
also encouraged to collect and submit suspect samples to the 
Abbotsford lab for confirmation. In many cases, beekeepers 
can apply recommended disease controls themselves with-
out the need of an Apiary Inspector visit. If the situation 
warrants it, the inspector can still attend and carry out an 
apiary inspection. Suspect cases of disease, surveys, follow-
up and request inspections will continue. 

Kerry Clark Retirement
Kerry Clark of Dawson Creek announced his retirement 

last month. Many of you know Kerry from the many years 
of his involvement with the Apiculture Program as Exten-
sion Specialist. He, together with John Gates of Armstrong 
served as a valuable resource to support the beekeeping in-
dustry in extension services similar to Ontario’s Tech Trans-
fer Team. 

Kerry had been involved with the Apiculture Program 
for about a year when I started as Provincial Apiculturist in 
early 1990. Throughout the following years, Kerry was not 
only a wonderful colleague to work with, but showed an ex-
traordinary dedication and interest in the world of bees and 
the beekeeping industry. It was Kerry who was instrumen-
tal in proving the efficacy of Formic Acid as a mite control 
agent under Canadian conditions, and convinced PMRA to 
permit its use in beehives. Kerry was the principal author of 
the Formic Acid label. 

Due to budgetary pressures and organizational changes, 
Kerry was reassigned other duties in the late 1990s. Even 
though this career change took him away from bees and api-
culture extension, Kerry remained involved with bees, the 
BCHPA and CAPA. On many occasions, Kerry volunteered 
to represent the Apiculture Program at the annual Beaver-
lodge Beekeepers Field Day. Through all these years, he 
managed his own apiary and more recently, he was voted 
Vice-President of the BCHPA. 

Kerry, thanks for the many years of support and best 
wishes for your retirement. I share the appreciation of many 
beekeepers of your ongoing involvement in beekeeping and 
the BCHPA.  ❀ 

 ~ Paul van Westendorp

Provincial Apiculturist

Hardie Honey
Package Bees • Honey • Wax • Bulk Bees • Queens

4035 Robson Road, Duncan BC V9L 6G7

Blaine & Jan

PH/Fax 250-746-4389
Duaine  250-748-8471
hardiehoney@shaw.ca

from page 8
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by Liz Huxter                                                                                                                
No matter what number of hives you manage, having 

nucleus colonies on hand is very useful. Nucleus hives are 
a smaller version of regular hives. Typically they are 4 or 
5 frames of standard size. We prefer 5 frame nucs that are 
in individual boxes. They are much lighter to move and 
handle yet have plenty of room to service a large enough 
cluster to winter. They are insurance against winter loss.  
Nucleus hives are handy for adding to colonies that have 
gone queenless.  Or they can provide an extra income in 
the spring. They are always in demand in early spring when 
beekeepers find they need to replace winter losses. Having 
an established locally bred queen and 3 or 4 frames of brood 
they are a much better “deal” than a package being sold 
at the same time. They also offer 
a means to increase your hives by 
wintering in a smaller unit that can 
grow to a honey producer in time for 
most flows. They are less expensive 
to feed and treat. They offer a better 
means to efficiently treat for Varroa. 
For queen breeders, nucs can serve 
as a preliminary test of queens. As I 
will describe in detail next, making 
nucs can sync in well with other 
hive management practices such as equalizing hives and 
requeening.

Now that we understand their usefulness let’s have a 
look at pros and cons of the  different ways that they can be 
made up. Basically you can think of making them up in the 
spring, summer or fall.

Making spring nucs dovetails nicely with swarm control 
and equalizing before the honey flow. Hives with too 
much brood well before the honey flow can be cut back by 
removing brood by the “topper” or "walk away” method. 
Here any spare brood is shaken off and put in a spare box 
above a queen excluder with at least two honey/pollen 
frames. Then that evening or early the next morning the box 
with extra brood and the covering bees is taken to another 
site 2 km or further to make up the nucs. No queen needs 
to be found before taking away the brood. At this time of 
the season the nights are warm and the bees don’t have too 
much trouble keeping the brood warm.  Another reason 
nucs can be made up with the least amount of brood at this 
time of year is because there is still plenty of time before 
fall to get a well filled out unit ready for winter. Nucs can be 
made up with only one frame of brood (defined as having 
at least 60% brood coverage) and two frames covered with 
bees. If many nucs are needed probably the most efficient 
way of making up nucs is to break out all the hives in a yard. 
An advantage here is the brood and bees do not need to be 
moved. For breeders they can assess the hives as they are 

being “nuced out” and the best queens retained.  Just be sure 
not to face the nuc entrance in the same direction as the hive 
did if the nuc is in the same position.

At this time in the spring queen cells are best to use. Drones 
are plentiful and the matings should be some of the best. 
Also using queen cells allows for a break in the brood cycle, 
helping to control the buildup of Varroa mites. If a treatment 
for Varroa is given just when the new queen’s brood is about 
to be capped , about 19 days after cell up, almost all the 
brood from the original colony will have hatched and so all 
the mites will be out from under the cappings. This affords 
greater efficiency for treatments of phoretic mites (on the 
bees). Oxalic acid or Hopguard are good choices. Randy 
Oliver has a wonderful article illustrating this concept and 

demonstrates the high efficiency 
for the oxalic acid drip method (see 
scientificbeekeeping.com). Nuc 
make up in the spring offers the 
most “bang for the buck” but has 
the drawback of managing these 
larger number of units for the rest 
of the season. One possibility to 
make up for these costs is getting an 
“extra” or “free” queen out of these 
units with very little detriment to 

the nuc’s build up.
Here’s the reasoning behind getting the “free” queen. 

The queen from the first queen cell will have laid the entire 
comb(s) that the bees are covering in a few days.  So after 
the first queen has laid the available comb and there are 
larvae present she can be pulled and a second queen cell 
inserted. The brood from the first queen will be hatching in  
16 to 17 days. The second queen will typically have mated 
and be laying eggs within 15 to 16 days. So no brood is 
“lost”. The potential for laying more brood increases as the 
first queen’s brood hatches and there are more bees to look 
after the larger amounts of brood to be laid by the second 
queen. The first queens can be used in the queenless nucs 
or for more nucs, splits or requeening. This time of the year 
(May/June) extra queens come in handy.

Making up nucs in the summer can sync nicely with the 
end of honey flow and requeening. Our honey flow typically 
starts in late June and stops in mid to late July. We used to 
have an August flow as well but the “weeds” that provided 
that flow have been nearly eradicated with bio controls. So 
now we take a few days in early August to break out nucs in 
between extracting the honey. 

Some advantages of making nucs up after the honey flow 
are the bees have “paid” for themselves and you now have 
an idea of their propensity to collect honey. The best queens 
can be kept in nucs for breeders the following year. These 
summer nucs are usually made by completely breaking out 

How Nucleus Colonies Can Be Made up, 

Wintered and Managed
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the entire yard of colonies. We take 
yards with older queens that have had 
a recent flow and are packed out with 
brood, pollen and honey. These hives 
are very efficient for making nucs. 

Nearly every frame will go into a 
nuc because it will have either brood, 
honey or pollen in large amounts. For 
summer nucs, we use twice as much 
brood and bees, 2 plus brood frames 
with a minimum of three frames 
covered by bees. Here I should be 
sure to emphasize these brood patches 
cover 50% or better of the frames and 
again we feed these nucs right after 

they are made up.  In the summer we 
typically use queens but cells could be 
used if there are still plenty of drones 
in the hives and the nucs are made by 
the end of the first week of August for 

our area. At this time Varroa treatments 
can be applied to the new nucs or a 
mite treatment could be used in the 
hives before the nucs are made from 
them. 

We rarely make up nucs in the fall 
but a neighboring beekeeper routinely 
makes his nucs in late fall with a high 
degree of success year after year. Art 
Ius of Fruitvale, British Columbia, 
often takes his hives into the fireweed 
for a summer flow.  In early October he 

breaks them out into 6 frame nucs with 
new queens and moves them to their 
wintering location at lower elevation 
inside an unheated shed. Moving the 
6 frame nuc boxes is far easier than 
moving the whole colonies and the 
nucs give Art nearly all new queens in 
double to triple the number of units. 
These will be his honey producers (or 
make up losses) the next year. Why I 
said nearly all new queens: Art doesn’t 
necessarily find all the old queens. His 
6 frame nuc boxes have a two inch 
space above the top bars to give the 
bees plenty of room to cluster in the 
fall.  The clusters still have many of 
the old bees that will die off shortly but 
need space initially. He gives them a 
top entrance with access to outside the 
shed and feeds through a hole in the lid 
with a pop bottle starting in March. Art 
insulates them with 2 inch Styrofoam 
all around for winter. 

The Table on the following page 
summarizes nuc make up over the bee 
season.

In south central British Columbia 
where we winter our nucs we use 
two different configurations. In the 
warmer areas (where peaches grow 
successfully), we winter the 5 frame 
nucs in rows. Usually they have the 
entrances alternating east and west in 
“sandwiches” of 9 or more nucs side 
by side.  These sandwiches consist of 
2” Styrofoam sheets top and bottom 
with a strip of foil covered bubble wrap 
stapled around the circumference of 
the “sandwich”. The insulation under 
the nucs proves its worth in the spring. 

Art Ius' wintered nucs being fed in 
March.  Photo Art Ius

Art's nuc in the spring.  Photo Art Ius

Stacked Nuc Sandwiches.  Photo Liz Huxter
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Nucs insulated at their base will have brood further down 
the frame giving rise to larger populations of bees earlier in 
the spring. The foil covered bubble wrap serves to deflect 
wind and retain radiant energy given off by the nucs. The 
wrap is not tightly wrapped so that moisture can escape. 
Under the lid, we use plastic to reduce burr comb, to keep 
bees in their own nucs, and to retain moisture and heat in 
the spring. A corner of the plastic is folded back in winter 
to allow moisture to escape. The sandwiches are raised 18 
to 24 inches off the ground on stands of 2x4s and spent bee 
boxes. Stucco wire is wrapped around the base to prevent 
skunk predation.

Line of nucs in the spring.  Photo Liz Huxter

4 - 55 - 9th Avenue S.E.
High River, Alberta T1V 1E6

Telephone 403-652-4441  Fax 403-652-3692
info@medivet.ca    www.medivet.ca

From Bee Supply Dealers or
Medivet Pharmaceuticals Ltd.

Your First Choice

  For Healthy Bees

FUMAGILIN – B
OXYTET–25 • FOUL BROOD MIX

APISTAN/CHECKMITE+
FORMIC ACID • BEE-REPEL

SAFETY EQUIPMENT FOR OXALIC ACID
OPTIMISER APPLICATOR FOR O.A.

BEE SHAKERS
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In the colder areas (hardy apples grow) we stack the 
sandwiches on top of each other for overwintering and 
move them to single high before spring flight.  These nucs 
all face south and have their entrances in the center at the 
bottom of the nuc. The foil covered bubble wrap is stapled 
up the backs and over the top insulation. The success of 
wintering nucs improves as you breed from the best of them 
every year. They become more winter savvy. 

Picking good wintering sites is an important factor for 
wintering success in colder areas. South facing slopes with 
good wind protection are ideal. Another key factor is having 
the nucs all of good size going into winter, three to four 
frame clusters. The shared warmth of larger clusters in 
winter makes for less stress for all the nucs.  Another major 
key to improving your wintering success is to keep the best 
wintering nucs for further selection.

The nucs are fed in late summer and early fall so they 
are going into winter with about 3.5 to 4 frames of honey. 
In the spring, they usually don’t require feeding until the 
first major pollen flow. Pollen patties are fed about three to 
four weeks before the first major pollen flow is expected. 2 
plus pounds are given to the large nucs with bee clusters of 
4 frames. Two to three weeks later a second round of pollen 
patties will be fed, a third round will be fed in years with 
inclement weather. 

In good years, the nucs can be “nuced” to get them down 
to a size for sale in early May. The extra bees and brood 
are used to make more nucs. We also winter queens in 

small 4-way shallow boxes in a building to have extra local 
queens available early in the season (early March on).  

Obviously there are numerous ways to winter nucleus 
hives successfully. Kirk Webster has a great explanation of 
how he winters nucs of different sizes in conditions colder 
than ours. (kirkwebster.com) 

Nucleus hives serve many purposes and give flexibility 
to any beekeeping operation. Making them up often makes 
other management practices easier and more efficient. 
Probably one of their greatest advantages is that they 
allow for local queens to be used at any time of the season, 
aiding the effort to breed and use bees acclimated to local 
conditions and pathogens.  ❀

You can apply to the program 
by downloading the application form from the 

BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.com 
Or contact Judy Campbell:

2595 Lefeuvre Road, Abbotsford, BC V4X 1L5
Email: jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com

Tel: 604-856-2125

The Certified Producer program is designed to assist 
BCHPA members sell their products by providing 

special labeling that customers will come to recognize as 
representing high quality honey, exclusively produced by 

local beekeepers.

BCHPA Certified Producer Program

Labels can now 
be purchased by

Registered Certified
Producers only.

Lots consist 
of groups of 1,000.

2,000 and less: 
$0.05 per label

greater than 2000: 
$0.04 per label

NOTE:  lid seals are individually numbered for lot 
tracking and some conditions apply to CP label 

purchases - see BCHPA website for details
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Always read and follow label directions.  
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Ask the Buzzers...
This column is a place where all beekeepers are encouraged to both 
ask questions and give answers.  It has been said that if you ask 
three beekeepers a question, you will get four different answers, 
so readers will have to take answers under careful consideration. 
Beekeepers are encouraged to respond to answers when their 
thoughts may differ.

Please send questions and responses to the editor at BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com. 

An important thing to always keep in mind is the wide range of environmental 
conditions we encounter in our province. It's best to be cautious when taking 
advice for your bees, and to take into consideration where that advice is coming 
from. Always consult experienced, successful beekeepers in your area.

Q: Can I get Farm Status if I have honey bees?
A: Farm status is not easily understood nor approved with 
regard to honey bees. The first consideration is that you 
have the minimum income to qualify for farm status. As 
one of the benefits of farm status is to pay less taxes on the 
farm land, it is problematic in determining if the required 
financial income for farm status can be attributed to all, 
none, or only a portion of the farm. As well, pollination 
income has not been allowed as farm income. In view of the 
variety of honey bee operations, it would be wise to first seek 
information from other farm accredited beekeepers prior to 
making application for farm status for your operation. 
 ~ Lance Cuthill

A:  2 parts – 1. “Farmer” depends on declaring income from 
farming on your tax return. 
2. Farm status of land (for land taxation). BC Assessment 
has some criteria (based on the VALUE of your production 
of agricultural PRODUCTS (not services), your land size 
and use for other things. 
Bottom line: if you meet the criteria, some or all of your 
land (not the residential part) can be assessed as farmland. 
Check details at http://www.bcassessment.ca/public/Pages/
ClassifyingFarmLand.aspx .  
 ~ Kerry Clark

Q: How can I get a BC 
Farmer Identity Card for tax 
exemption? 
A: All bona fide BC farmers 
are eligible for the BC Farmer 
Identity Card. BC Farmer 
ID Card holders can produce the card when purchasing 
provincial tax exempt supplies. The BC Farmer ID Card 
verifies provincial tax exempt status. The BCHPA is not 
a member of the BC Agriculture Council as the cost was 
considered greater than the value received. So, the cost 

for a non member would be $200. As a beekeeper, you do 
not need to own land; simply list your Apiary Registration 
number with the B.C. Ministry of Agriculture.  
 ~ Gerry McKee

A:  All of the previous answer is true, however, the 
Farmer Identity Card used to be useful when purchasing 
PST exempt farm articles: show the card and the business 
wouldn’t charge the PST. But when the HST came (and 
went) farm supply businesses (here in the Peace, anyway) 
having sometimes been stuck on audits not charging tax 
when they should have, decided that the onus would be on 
the purchaser to apply for the tax exemption. So, they don’t 
care if you have a Farmer’s Card: purchaser pays the tax. 
With that benefit gone, it’s debatable what benefit the card 
now has. It doesn’t trigger farm status for land taxation. 
There is another way farmers can get PST exemption (i.e 
the same as with the Farmers ID card, but with no charge): 
Certificate of Exemption – farmers, with or without land, 
this can be filled out and used instead of the card for fuels 
and other goods and services.  http://www.sbr.gov.bc.ca/
documents_library/forms/0458fill.pdf 
Another form might apply for production machinery and 
equipment: http://www.sbr.gov.bc.ca/documents_library/
forms/0492fill.pdf    ~ Kerry Clark

Q: Our honey is not heated 
to a very high temperature 
when extracted and also 
is not filtered too much. It 
ends up crystallizing and 
sometimes there is a whitish 
bloom that occurs in patches 
throughout. Any ideas of 
why this might be?
A: Honey will crystallize more 
or less quickly depending on 
the type of sugars, moisture 
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content and storage temperature e.g. nectar from Canola 
blossoms can result in the honey crystallizing in the comb 
before the beekeeper can finish extracting. The start of 
crystallization is often first detected at the bottom of the 
jar but can begin forming at various spots. It is likely the 
“whitish bloom” you mention is the starting of crystallization 
and will continue throughout the container over time. If this 
“bloom” is on the top of honey it is most likely to be very fine 
particles of wax. If the “whitish bloom” is more foam-like 
take care that the honey is not fermenting 
due to excessive moisture content.  
 ~ Lance Cuthill

A: With few exceptions all good honey 
crystallizes providing the water content is 
not too high (in which case fermentation 
is likely). The time taken to crystallize is 
determined by the relative concentration of 
the various sugars in the nectar gathered. 
The “whitish bloom” is due to trapped air 
and can be minimized by allowing the honey 
to sit for a couple of days in a warmish 
temperature after extracting (allowing air 
bubbles to rise) and then without delay fill containers tilted 
a little to the side so the honey flows down the side of the 
container.  ~ John Boone

A: Honey granulation varies with the source of the nectar 
(sugar ratios), temperature (fastest granulation at about 
15°C) and whether there are ANY crystals to start the 

process. If you want a quick, fine, smooth granulation 
(“creamed honey”) you can gently stir in to freshly extracted 
(or liquefied) liquid honey: about 1 to 10 % of finely 
granulated honey, warmed so it flows, but not so much 
to melt the crystals. Stir gently until the batch is “pearly” 
then package the honey and store at 15°C. The honey will 
granulate within 2 weeks, smooth and with minimal gaps of 
air (which show up as whiter patches). Also google the Dyce 
process.  ~ Kerry Clark

Q: How can I go about getting 
comb honey?
A: Perhaps the simplest way to 
produce comb honey is to use 
unwired foundation. Once the 
honey is capped, the beekeeper 
can cut and remove the capped 
honey comb in sections.  This can 
make for a messy, honey dripping 
adventure that will require some 
form of a container.  Alternatively, 
there are commercial, ready-made 

containers of various types that are placed in the hive and 
when removed from the hive require only a lid and a label.  
 ~ Lance Cuthill

A: First and foremost, a strong colony is paramount. Add 
the super of foundation (unwired, of course!) when there is 
a good nectar flow, and don’t add more until it is capped or 
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about to be capped. If one wants to just produce some comb 
honey for one’s own household, you can put a few frames 
of foundation for comb honey in the centre of a honey super 
- but again, the requirement is a strong hive. ~ John Boone
A: Big topic, but you need: a strong colony, a strong honey 
flow (ideally of honey that doesn’t granulate) and good 
attention to your hives. Colonies producing comb honey are 
a bit crowded and likely close to swarming.  There a good 
book on it, by author Richard Taylor: http://www.goodreads.
com/book/show/1654723.The_New_Comb_Honey_Book 
 ~ Kerry Clark

 

Q: What is foulbrood, and how does it get into my hives?
A: The short answer: foulbrood is an infectious bacterial 
disease that kills honey bees in the larval stage of development. 
The bacteria is brought into a healthy hive by either the 
beekeeper or the bees themselves. The careless beekeeper 
may have infected the hive by inserting diseased combs or 
having worked a diseased hive and moved on to a healthy 

hive without 
s t e r i l i z i n g 
equipment and 
clothing. The bees 
could bring in the 
foulbrood disease 
from visiting/
robbing infected 
combs or foraging 
on blossoms 
infected by other 
bees. Contact your 

local bee inspector if you suspect foulbrood!  
 ~ Lance Cuthill

A: There are lots of texts on beekeeping that would answer 
questions about foulbrood. In fact, there is some information 
about foulbrood in “Clips from the Past” in this issue. The 
current use of the term “foulbrood” refers to two similar, 
but different bacterial infections of brood: European Foul 
Brood and American Foul Brood. In each case the bacteria 
has the ability to form “spores”, thus enabling it to survive 
a prolonged period of time in environments that would 
otherwise be hostile (e.g. dried up old bee equipment that 
had been infected). A common means of spreading the 
disease is through honey robbed from a weak and diseased 
hive - but there are many other means of spreading disease, 
including a beekeeper inadvertently transferring it from 
an infected colony. These few lines do not come near to 
covering the subject of foulbrood, and I suggest referring to 
any good text on beekeeping (e.g. The Hive and the Honey 
Bee, or ABC - XYZ of Beekeeping).  ~ John Boone

A: 2 types: American foulbrood AFB and European 
foulbrood EFB: don’t stop with these short notes. Look 
into the details: they’re very important: http://www.agf.gov.
bc.ca/apiculture/factsheets/200_afb.htm
Basically, they’re both bacterial diseases that affect only 
honey bees. The disease can spread when bees or honey 
contaminated with the spores get into a healthy colony. 

An obvious way is bees from a healthy colony finding a 
hive with contaminated honey (bees died of the disease), 
and taking it back to their hive. The bacteria kill brood and 
the dead bodies stink (a foul odor). Bees can often clean up 
an infection of EFB, but if it is AFB, the dead bodies with 
huge numbers of infective spores are sticky and cannot be 
removed. There are details, but essentially a colony with 
AFB is only effectively treated by destruction: killing the 
bees, burning and burying the diseased honey and combs. 
Irradiation (there’s a place to have that done in Coquitlam) 
is also effective.  ~ Kerry Clark

Q:: Does food grade grease really work for my electric 
extractor bearings?
A: I have found that the food grade grease I am using does 
not have the lubricating qualities of regular wheel bearing 
grease. If the extracting room temperature is above 30°C 
the food grade grease tends to liquify and lose its ability to 
lubricate. I do use it, but I’m looking for a better alternative. 
However, keep in mind a streak of black wheel bearing 
grease though your honey is decidedly a bad thing. 
 ~ Lance Cuthill

A: Last year part 
way through the 
extraction process 
my extractor 
seized up. I 
thought we had a 
sealed bearing in 
the bottom of my 
Maxant extractor. 
Turns out, there is 
just a machined out 
pocket into which 
the centre shaft fits and turns during operation. We located 
a “food grade” lubricant and repacked the “pocket” and 
put everything back together again. The very quiet sound 
of the basket turning was music to my ears. I contacted a 
local bakery who uses food grade grease in his equipment 
and acquired a small amount, about a teaspoon, to do the 
job. Following that we got together and purchased and 
shared two new tubes of “sanitary petrol gel lubricant”. 
The producer claims the following: “absolutely tasteless, 
odorless, high melting point, will not taint when coming 
in contact with food products and impervious to water. I 
have run this piece of equipment for many years with little 
problem. Knowing now the kind of bearing that it has, I will 
service it more often.
The manufacturer is McGlaughlin Oil Company. 
 ~ Dave Johnson

A:I am by no means an expert on lubricants for machinery, 
but I make the observation that during WW II Rape Seed oil 
was used for lubrication in warships. In the 1950’s and 60’s 
through plant breeding Canola was derived from Rape. So 
maybe food grade grease would be fine!  ~ John Boone

A: Better than none, but maybe not as good as you’d like. 
 ~ Kerry Clark   ❀
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by Ian Farber, photos by Diane Dunaway

The Western Apicultural Society (WAS) held its 2013 
conference in Santa Fe, New Mexico this past October. 
Located at the La Fonda Hotel in the Old Town Plaza 
area of Santa Fe, the conference offered cultural and local 
attractions within walking distance. Santa Fe is a beautiful 
city with so much to offer visitors year round.

One international speaker was John Kefuss from France. 
John believes in the ‘James Bond’ approach to bee hives 
affected by Varroa and other stresses. He teaches the ‘Live 
and Let Die’ method of beekeeping: Survival of the Fittest. 
He then works intensively with survivor colonies. John 
outlined his beekeeping management system in Chile, 
in which  data collection and well-defined management 
systems are paramount to his successful queen rearing 
and beekeeping operations. He uses an adapted Cloake 
Board system for queen rearing, in which he uses a piece 
of plywood to reduce the footprint of the Cloake board so 
that a 5 frame nuc can be placed on top. In John’s words: 
“The cover is made to set a 5 frame deep 
frame nuc over 2 ten frame deep supers. 
When the entrance to the hive at the top 
is closed off and the bottom entrance 
opened below, the same amount of bees 
flying out that would be spread over a 
10 frame super are compacted onto 5 
frames which is very good for queen 
rearing. Another advantage is that 
it is easier to lift off the 5 frame super 
when looking for brood to move 
up above the Cloake board.” John 
suspects that the use of a queen bank 
for queen storage may suppress ovary 
development in queen bees.

Top bar hive beekeeping was the focus 
of one of the tours to a backyard apiary 
in a residential suburb of Santa Fe. This 
was a great addition to the presentation 
by Les Crowder. Les’ recent book, ‘Top-
Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices for 
Honeybee Health’ is a popular resource 
for top bar beekeeping. Crowder has 
developed a system where he can use 
his top bar hives for almond pollination 
in California. All the top bar hives had one entrance near 
the end of the hive (on the long side of the hive) as opposed 
to a centre entrance. A centre entrance forces the bees to 
move towards one end of the hive during the winter cluster. 
This isolates the cluster from honey stores at the other end 
of the hive. An end entrance reduces the risk of splitting the 
cluster. 

Dr. Brad Weeks of Washington State spoke on the use of 

Western Apicultural Society Conference 2013

Our Enchanted Bus Tour stop at Zia Honeybee Company, 
home of WAS Past President Melanie Kirby and husband 
Mark Spitzig. Ian Farber in foreground and Liz Huxter can be 
seen in green in the background. Just two of the many Cana-
dians who attended the Santa Fe WAS Conference.

BC Bee Inspector Caroline Stoddart 
enjoying the tour.

Soon to retire, Extension Apiculturist 
Dr. Eric Mussen of UC Davis and his 
Zoologist wife Helen.

bee products for human health.  Dr. Weeks reviewed many 
studies involving hive products and human well-being.  Dr. 
Weeks is an advocate of apple cider vinegar and honey: 
there are claims that this combination can help with joint 
pain, stomach upset, reducing cholesterol, increasing energy 
and delaying the onset of aging. He views propolis as a 
powerful bioflavonoid. In Russia, propolis has been called 
‘Russian penicillin’ due to its natural antibiotic properties 
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and past shortages of antibiotic medicines. Weeks reported 
that beekeepers and their families have a higher than normal 
incidence of anaphylactic reactions to bee stings. Weeks 
referred to a study by Ur Muller in 2005 which suggests that 
beekeepers with less than 10 stings per year were at a higher 
risk of an anaphylactic reaction than those with multiple 
stings throughout the year.

Gordon Wardell of Paramount Farms explained that the 
base rate his company pays for almond pollination units is 
$150, with a possible bonus to $175 for exceptional colonies.  
Paramount Farms has begun studies introducing Orchard 
Mason Bees to almond crops as a supplement to honey bee 
pollination units. As one would expect, they suffer from the 
same problems with pesticides and food supply as honey 
bees. The Orchard Mason Bee prefers smaller nests with 
fewer nesting holes compared to a larger nest site with many 
holes. The introduction of Orchard Mason Bee nesting 
boxes improves pollination in almonds as the presence of 
the Orchard Mason Bee causes the honey bee pollinators to 
leave their usual flyways between the rows. They fly over 
the rows to the other side to forage for pollen.  This results 
in a better overall pollination rate for the almond producer.

WAS 2014 will be in Montana and President Jerry 
Bromenshenk has already made progress lining up an 
outstanding group of speakers. As details are finalized more 
information will be available. Plan to attend WAS 2014 
in mid-September in beautiful Missoula, Montana.   Non-
WAS members are always welcome to attend the yearly 
conference.  ❀

The adobe theatre where we stopped for 
homemade chai tea, apricot jam  empanadas 
and lavender infused shortbread refreshments, 
as well as a talk about Apimondia 2013.

Gorgeous mural painted on the back of the 
theatre building.

Ian Farber stands next to a Top Bar 
Hive in Santa Fe at a Field Day held 
during the WAS conference.

Three varieties of 
mead were served at 
Melanie and Mark's 
place.  Tippling at 
7000 ft. above sea 
level has its rewards!

The mead bartenders/
beekeepers at Zia 
Honeybee Company really 
know how to keep a crowd 
happy!

Close up of the 
entrance position of a 
typical Santa Fe Top 
Bar Hive, located near 
the end of the hive.

Enchanted Bus Tour; our 
picnic lunch stop was at El 
Santuariò de  Chimayó, a holy 
place of pilgrimages.

Crosses on 
chain link 
fence at 
Chimayó.
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“Neonicotinoid corn seed 
is not the seed of choice but 
the seed of economy and 
convenience,” says Gerry 
McKee. 

Seeding neonicotinoid 
treated corn has not emerged 
as an issue for BC beekeepers 
as it has for beekeepers in the 
East. Suspicion may occur 
sporadically as prudent farmers 
become increasingly concerned 
with the drivers of modern 
agriculture.  

My foregoing statement 
on the current use of neonic 

corn seeding in the East is a perspective shared by many 
beekeepers and farmers. The application of treated corn seed 
does not currently conform to the principles of Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM) which most agriculture sectors are 
adopting for sustainability.  Because non-treated seed was 
not available at comparable prices, growers did not have 
a choice.  The sales pitch may have been simply, “why 
take a chance on reducing your yield by using untreated 
seed?”  Possible ecological damage apparently was not 
a great enough concern in using neonicotinoids.  Though 
the scientific data pertaining to impact on honey bees was 
not complete, the Pest Management Regulatory Agency 
(PMRA) proceeded with conditional registration, as human 
health seemed to be a major decision factor.  The urgency of 
getting the organophosphates off the market was probably 
the compelling reason for the Agency to give the green 
light to neonicotinoid products.  Apparently, 
toxic “dust off” from corn seeding was not 
anticipated by the Agency.

Why wouldn’t corn growers want cost 
effective pest controls with improved health 
conditions for workers?  Growers would also 
avoid the more costly traditional application 
of foliar spraying.  Neonicotinoid treated corn 
seeds were considered the ideal approach for 
plant pest protection, that is, until the spring 
of 2012.  Then, in record numbers, acute 
incidences of bee poisoning were reported and 
validated from toxic dust during corn seeding 
in Quebec and Ontario.  

Scientific evidence has emerged that the grower’s 
prophylactic use of neonicotinoid corn seeds has possibly 
reached the tipping point of impacting non-targeted species.  
The PMRA has stated the practice is no longer sustainable 
and on September 15, 2013, the Agency invited stakeholders 
to provide feedback on PMRA’s planned strategies for the 
2014 growing season.  

In response to PMRA’s request, the Canadian Honey 
Council’s Bee Incidence Committee invested considerable 
time and effort in reviewing the information from various 
research investigations on the use of seed treatment for 
corn and soybean.  Serving on this Committee was Pierre 
Giovanezzo, Laval University, Tibor Szabo, Ontario queen 
breeder, Lee Townsend, Alberta honey producer, Kevin 
Nixon, Alberta beekeeper and I served as chair.  Studies in 
Quebec indicated the convenience and economy of using 
seed treated insecticides had resulted in an overuse of this 
new method of plant pest control.  The essential principle of 
sustaining agricultural production through Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) is that of sampling the pest population 
to determine if it has reached the economical threshold for 
intervention.  It appears this practice has not applied to corn 
and soybean producers in the East. If they were sufficiently 
concerned about the impact on bees and other non-targeted 
species in the use of neonicotinoid seed treatments, they 
could have been monitoring the pest population and avoided 
the prophylactic use and premature pest resistance of this 
new systemic insecticide, not to mention the unknown 
residue toxicity in the environment.  Growers take pride in 
the stewardship of their land.  A measure of their credibility 
is their surveillance and control of pesticides in preventing 
contamination of our environment.   

The CHC Board endorsed the Committee’s 
recommendation to work with all stakeholders in reducing 
the prophylactic use of neonicotinoid treatment of corn and 
soybean seeds.  This was the national perspective on the 
neonicotinoid situation expressed to PMRA even though the 
Beekeeping Associations of Quebec and Ontario wanted to 
place a moratorium on these systemic insecticides.   

Response from beekeepers and other 
stakeholders to PMRA’s Notice of Intent was 
overwhelming and set a new record of public 
consultation for the Agency. Summation 
of the Agency’s reaction in handling this 
sensitive issue will likely include the recent 
information from investigations by the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency as 
well as results from two field trials sponsored 
by the Corn Dust Research Consortium in 
Iowa and Ontario. Some information from the 
Ontario field work has been released by the 
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and additional 
information may be made public next week 

at the joint AGMs of CHC and Canadian Association of 
Professional Apiculturists (CAPA).   

Comments from two of the researchers in the Ontario 
field trials reported in the January 7, 2014, issue of Chatham 
Daily News revealed a solution to the toxic dust problem will 
require beekeepers as well as the growers to make changes. 
Reporter Diana Martin’s coverage of the panel discussion 

Canadian Honey Council Report

Gerry McKee,
Canadian 

Honey Council
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at the Ridgetown Campus, University of Guelph, revealed 
some interesting comments from Prof. Art Schaafsma, Crop 
Entomologist, University of Guelph and Ms Linda Baute, 
Field Entomologist, Ontario Ministry of Agriculture : 

“We were not surprised by the fact that there were a 
significant amount of insecticides leaving the field as a 
result of the design of the planters and the way that things 
are set up,” said Schaafsma. “What we were very surprised 
about was that the trees adjacent to the field, and the trees 
near the field, not necessarily adjacent, were very important 
source of pollen for the bees in the spring.”

“We were also detecting insecticide in that pollen that the 
bees were picking up.”

Dust particles raised during planting were being lifted up 
into what the researchers referred to as the boundary layer 
of the atmosphere.

“It’s a lateral flow. It’s just like getting into a river, just 
like silt in water, the really fine stuff takes a long time to 
settle out,” Schaafsma said. “There is enough stuff leaving 
these fields to create a potential exposure.”

Baute said the discovery of how dependent the bees were 
on the outlaying flowering trees was a real game-changer.

Although the onus has been mostly on crop producers 
to reduce the risk of insecticides on pollinators, going 
forward the key to a solution will be communication and 
compromise, said Baute.

“We’re working at getting the funds in place to provide 
an interactive map online, that producers could look at and 

beekeepers,” she said, adding it will help both industries 
understand the interactions between fields and bee yards.

“We are looking at this objectively. We’re still trying 
to determine if a balance can be made in the use of these 
products and protecting the pollinators,” Baute said. “But at 
the same time we have to be realistic and know it’s not just 
the growers that have to take some of these steps.”

As I indicated earlier, there have been no official reports 
of bee incidences from neonicotinoid toxic dust emerging 
from corn seeding for dairy silage in B.C.  This seems 
unusual when considering the situation for beekeeping in the 
corn growing regions in Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba.  It 
could be there is considerable distance between commercial 
colonies pollinating in blueberry fields In the Fraser Valley 
when the corn seeding is underway.  Another possibly, is 
that BC beekeepers value their relationship with the land 
owners who allow bees on their property?   

This report is being submitted prior to CHC’s AGM when 
I will be meeting with CAPA to catch up on developments 
in research as well as emerging regulations affecting our 
industry.  At our Semi-Annual in Kamloops, March 14 and 
15, I look forward to reporting on the plans to implement 
the Canadian Beekeeping Industry, Safety, Quality and 
Traceability (CBISQT) program as well as other activities 
for this beekeeping season.  

Our Industry may be small in size, but our role is just 
as critical as others with larger investments in managing 
resources for our food supply.  ❀
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by Kent Bubbs Jr.

So much has happened 
since I last wrote! As you 
may remember from past 
issues we have a BC based, 
grassroots not-for-profit (www.
universaloutreachfoundation.
org) that teaches Liberian 
farmers the art of beekeeping, 
and we operate Liberia Pure 
Honey as a social enterprise that 
buys the farmer’s honey and 
takes on the responsibility of 
packaging, sales and distribution. 

Over the past 2 years  Universal Outreach has trained 125 
farmers in beekeeping, helped them install 200 beehives, 
taught them the basics of beekeeping, conducted a training 
of trainers workshop (so there can be an official certification 
program in Liberia for beekeeper trainers), trained tailors 
to make a new style of beekeeping suit and tin benders to 
make good quality smokers. Liberia Pure Honey bought 
504 gallons of honey from local farmers last year, increased 
its sales every month for the past year and is now selling in 
every grocery store in Monrovia.

This has all been an incredible learning experience 
for everyone involved and by no means has the learning 
ended. Next year we will continue the beekeeping trainer’s 
workshop series, certify more instructors, continue the 
training of farmers in sustainable beekeeping practices and 
help to support the newly formed beekeepers association.

All of these activities may provoke the question of “does 
a program of training farmers in developing countries 
actually make a difference?”

Since Liberia Pure Honey has become the buying 
agent for honey they have put over $24,000 USD into the 
hands of farmers, existing beekeepers have started training 
younger community members to keep bees and an entire 
supply chain has evolved that benefits tin benders, tailors 
and carpenters. Not only 
are these sub-industries 
making a new product but 
the product that they are 
making is of very good 
quality and has potential 
for export to surrounding 
West African countries. 

Of course, like 
everywhere, beekeeping 
has its challenges. 
Colonization rates are 
always a concern but we 
have seen them go up from 
50% to approximately 

60%. In a few cases we have 
seen an increase as high as 
90%. Other challenges include 
termites, ants and other assorted 
small rodents that can drive out 
the colonies. 

To overcome these challenges 
we focused this year on hive 
management and training people 
to realize the issues before they 
happen. An interesting situation 
arose recently during the 
training of trainers certification 

program, when the Nigerian and British instructors asked 
what a queen looked like. Not one person knew as the local 
beekeepers had never seen a queen before! 

During the workshop the instructors challenged the 
Liberian belief that you can only look at hives during the 

night. This was a breakthrough event for a group of people 
who simply didn’t know that is was possible to enter the 
hives during the day. Think of what this will do for the hive 
management practices now that the farmers are willing to 
check on their hives during the day when they can actually 
see what is happening inside! Needless to say, they all know 

what a queen looks like now.
Universal Outreach 

Foundation’s partnership in 
beekeeping in Liberia has 
been a slow and steady process 
over the past few years and 
we now can see the benefits it 
is bringing to the subsistence 
farmers in Liberia. When 
these farmers can generate 
money to provide for their 
family they gain dignity, 
independence and autonomy  
- something every person 
deserves to have.  ❀

Bringing Honey to Local Markets
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Winter is a time for patience. We beekeepers patiently 
wait for the arrival of warm spring weather to energize our 
bees into activity followed by brood production, hoping a 
late cold season does not destroy all of their work. Wintering 
bees, with a cost effective high success rate across the many 
varied climate zones of BC continues to be a challenge. 
Meanwhile we beekeepers plan for the new year.

The BC Bee Breeders AGM in Kelowna voted in the 
following slate of directors: President-Barry Denluck, First 
Vice President-Richard Springborn, Secretary-Axel Krause 
and Treasurer-Brenda Jager.

The BC Bee Breeders provided queens for the silent 
auction at the BCHPA AGM. If you have not made 
arrangements for delivery please contact me by email: 
President@BCBeeBreeders.ca so I can assist.

Brenda Jager is continuing her development of protocols 
and procedures for assessment of bees.  The project started 
as the Duncan area Assessment Yard which has been 
expanded as the Bee Assessment Yard(s).

Looking forward:
On Thursday, November 21, 2013, The Honourable 

Senator Mercer, for the Honourable Senator Mockler, 
moved, seconded by the Honourable Senator Moore: That 

the Standing Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry 
be authorized to examine and report on the importance 
of bees and bee health in the production of honey, food 
and seed in Canada. In particular, the Committee shall be 
authorized to examine this topic within the context of:

(a) the importance of bees in pollination to produce food, 
especially fruit and vegetables, seed for crop production and 
honey production in Canada;

(b) the current state of native pollinators, leafcutter and 
honey bees in Canada;

(c) the factors affecting honey bee health, including 
disease, parasites and pesticides in Canada and globally; and

(d) strategies for governments, producers and industry to 
ensure bee health.

That the Committee submit its final report to the Senate 
no later than June 30, 2014 and that the committee retain 
all powers necessary to publicize its findings until 180 days 
after the tabling of the final report.

This Senate Committee is still in the process of gathering 
information. I have accepted an invitation to present input  
on behalf of the Bee Breeders Association of B.C., on Feb 
4. I will report at the upcoming BCHPA Semi-Annual in 
Kamloops.  ❀ ~ Barry Denluck

BC Bee Breeders Association
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A considerable amount of interest has been generated 
in the past few months about what is being touted as a 
potential ‘new’ biological control of Varroa mites. As 
reported elsewhere in this issue of BeesCene, the treatment 
in question involves the use of a predatory mite which has 
been shown to attack adult Varroa mites in honey bee hives. 

In the 1970’s, Dr. David Gillespie, an entomologist 
with of Agriculture Canada, 
discovered a predatory mite 
that feeds upon springtails, 
nematodes, spider mites 
and other small insects. A 
Canadian company, Applied 
Bio-nomics Ltd. were the 
first company in the world 
to mass breed it. This soil-
dwelling mite has been 
renamed Stratiolaelaps 
scimitus Womersley. Adults 
are tan in colour, less than 1 
mm long and move rapidly 
over the soil surface. They 
live, eat, and reproduce in the soil.

Beneficial insects such as these have been used 
successfully in horticulture for a number of years. 
Stratiolaelaps scimitus mites are used by plant growers to 
control pests and it works well, but the environment that 
these mites need to thrive are readily available to them in 
those situations.

They have also been used to control parasites on pets 
and/or livestock including rats, tarantulas, snakes and snails 
(and recently red mite control with chickens), and also in 
controlling pests on crops such as strawberries. Their use in 
relation to controlling Varroa mites has been discussed as 
far back as 2008.

Stratiolaelaps does attack Varroa, and are easier to 
produce and distribute than the Pseudoscorpions which have 

interested beekeepers in regards to controlling Varroa. It has 
been found that they tend to move downwards, so in trials 
with honey bee hives they have been sprinkled on top of 
the frames inside the hive, generally on top of a removable 
medium (ie: newspaper), and from there travel through 
the hive, sometimes dismembering Varroa mites as they 
go. They will eventually leave the hive and seek a suitable 

place in the surrounding 
environment in which to live, 
thus making it necessary to 
repeat treatments.

Results to date have been 
mixed and inconclusive. 
Some report that Varroa can 
be reduced significantly, but 
only if one starts with a low 
infestation of Varroa. Some 
have reported that there was 
no improvement, and some 
have even reported that the 
Varroa levels in some treated 
hives went up. All of these 

trials were undertaken on a small scale and as such, results 
are anecdotal. 

Most beekeepers know by now that it isn’t wise to expect 
a ‘silver bullet’ solution to Varroa. Also caution is needed, 
as in one researcher’s words: “...we do not know all of the 
side effects nor have we quantified all of the negatives or 
shortfalls of our potential bio control solution.” Other things 
to consider: how will these mites behave after they’ve left 
the hive? They are generalists and readily predate different 
species, so there is a possibility of affecting the surrounding 
ecosystem in unintended ways.

More information will be available later this year as 
further studies are undertaken both in Canada and the US, 
as well as in the UK. As always, if you are interested in this 
information, find out as much as you can. Do the research 
on your own if possible, and consult with your local 
beekeeping club, apiary inspector, or beekeeping mentor 
before attempting any new treatments on your beehives.  ❀

Possible Bio-Control of Varroa

Shipping container for predatory mite. 
 Photo courtesy Evergreen Growers Supply.

Stratiolaelaps attacking Varroa mite.  
 Photo courtesy Emily Simcock.

Stratiolaelaps scimitus.   Photo courtesy Syngenta.
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For More Information visit  www.sweetacreapiaries.ca 
or call

John Gates ~ 250-546-6212 
email   johngates@telus.net or

Bill Stagg ~ 250-803-5201
email   billstagg.honeysweet@gmail.com

To Register
Send a cheque or money order to:

John Gates
1262 Roundlake Rd, Armstrong B.C.  V0E 1B5

Write on the cheque “Queen Rearing Course 2014”

June 9th & 10th 2014
beginning 9 am each day

Instructor: John Gates
Sweetacre Apiaries.  

Bill and Larissa Stagg,  

781 Abbington Lane, Tappen BC   
Cost $200.00 + HST (total $224)

 limited to 20 participants

The course will cover:
Honey bee nutrition • Colony evaluation 

The biological basis of queen rearing
Cell starter and finisher hive preparation and manipulation

Grafting • Mating nucleus production and maintenance 
Queen cell care, storage and transportation

Cell introduction  • Queen catching and shipping
Using queen cells in your operation 

(mite control, swarm prevention, 
increased honey production, colony increase)

During the course of the lectures 
we will also discuss many other topics 

as they relate to stock production 

Accommodations
Participants are welcome to camp at the Stagg property.  

Space is available for RV’s and tents.  
Other accommodation can be booked 

in Salmon Arm or Sorrento.

Saturday evening we will host a pot luck barbeque.

presents
John Gates 

‘Queen Rearing Course’

Maximize Spring Build-up 
and Colony Health

   Learn more at  www.globalpatties.com
    and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free

    or email  mike@globalpatties.com 
Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease 

GLOBAL PATTIES
Feed ready-made patties from

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate 
for good build-up and large honey crops.  

Feed patties to ensure colony health, 
fast build-up and maximum production.
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Call to Order and Welcome to the 94th Annual General 
Meeting of the BCHPA by Wayne Neidig, President
Introduction of BCHPA Executive and Guests

Councillor Luke Stack, Deputy Mayor of the City of 
Kelowna.
Councillor Luke Stack welcomed members to Kelowna as 
the Mayor was away in Japan.  He spoke of Kelowna as a 
major agricultural area of BC, and also as the first city in the 
area to adopt a no-pesticide bylaw. The City celebrated Day 
of the Honeybee on May 29, 2013.  One half of the City is 
in the Agricultural Land Reserve and occupied vineyards, 
reducing water consumption. Wayne Neidig presented him 
with a 3kg pail of honey.

Chris Boulanger, Chair of the Kelowna Convention 
Committee, welcomed and thanked everyone for coming 
to Kelowna, and expressed thanks to Wayne Neidig for his 
help in planning the conference.

Rod Scarlett, Executive Director, Canadian Honey 
Council, spoke on what CHC does for the beekeepers of 
Canada.  The BCHPA contributed $12,842 to CHC in 2013. 
$4700 deficit projected, and $64,000 surplus, with $57,000 
in other areas of which $7500 was director’s fees.
Activities include administration of the Canadian Bee 
Research Fund (CBRF) and the following themes:
1. Hive Health, working with provincial apiculturists.
2. Pesticide/fungicide issues, examination, 50-60 
recommendations to PMRA.
3. Compensation issues through federal government still 
being considered.
4. Neonicotinoids: waiting for scientific data to call for ban 
nationally on prophylactic use and for application of IPM 
principles, particularly for seeding corn and soya bean.
5. Working with federal government and stakeholders in 
finding solutions to pesticide poisonings.
6. Food Safety issues in Canada – Canadian Bee Industry 
Safety Quality Traceability program (CBISQT) which 
has taken over seven years to develop and expected to be 
released in early next year.
7. Melter honey (slum gum) used in the baking industry; 
under CFIA and Food Safety Act, changes will be made and 
re-introduced in 2014.
8. Bee Biosecurity program to be melded with Food Safety 
for training opportunities by next year with an application 
for grants to cover costs of program.
9. CFIA risk assessment and conclusion about to be 
submitted –AHRA-ARSA@inspection.gc.ca is website for 
comments, with deadline by November 25, 2013, regarding 
risk assessment of USA bee packages.
10. Other projects included: Small Hive Beetle, Labour 
issues, Hivelights quarterly magazine, 2012 Apimondia 

Symposium in Quebec, regional issues as national strategy 
discussions, member benefits of Canadian Honey Council.
Wayne Neidig presented Rod with a copy of “History of 
Beekeeping in B.C.”

Approval of Agenda
Motion to approve was made by Lance Cuthill , seconded 
by Gerry McKee                         .
Additions/Deletions: Allen Garr,  S. Leigh
Changes to Report: Brenda Jager: some errors to report to 
Secretary.

Minutes of the Semi-Annual General Meeting in March 
2013
Acknowledgement of minutes as printed in BeesCene Fall 
issue 2013.

Executive Reports
President’s Report: Wayne Neidig
Update on executive:  Kerry Clark has filled in as Second 
Vice President for the past few months: First Vice-President 
position is presently vacant.  Three positions up for election 
this year.
BCHPA produced new brochures for Day of the Honeybee; 
thanks to Barry Denluck.
“From President’s Desk”; writing letters each month and 
what to do for bees, on website and BeesCene.
Heather Sosnowski was not able to attend due to flight 
cancellations due to fog/weather conditions.
BCHPA has increased membership this year.

First Vice-President’s Report: not available

Second Vice-President’s Report: Kerry Clark (Acting 
Second Vice-President)
Background in beekeeping, starting in high school, zoology 
degree, bee inspector for 10 years, Beaverlodge, Dawson 
Creek apiculture position for 10 years.  Position was re-
focused on grain and crops.  Continued beekeeping activities 
and maintained contacts, helping in Philippines apiculture.

Treasurer’s Report: Pauline Thompson
Financial Highlights for the year ended July 31st, 2013 
(printed in 2013 conference booklet, page 30)
2012/2013 Operating Statement realized $3,614 surplus 
vs $4,700 projected deficit while the 2013/2014 budget 
projected a deficit of $3,000.  Current assets include 
$87,478 Coastal Community Credit Union and $30,930 in 
the Honey Industry Development Fund which has criteria 
for use. Deficit budgets are designed to control spending 
(refer to item 3, Constitutional change under Old Business).
Reviewed production and cost of book “History of 
Beekeeping in BC”; 55 books remaining available for sale 

AGM Minutes, Kelowna 2013
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at registration desk.  Freight costs 
were kept low by distributing boxes 
of books to members to sell locally.  
Estimated loss on first run of 300 
books is expected to be $1,500.
BeesCene magazines distributed to all 
members; some advertisers dropped 
out due to competition for advertising 
dollars.
Many new members have joined 
BCHPA this year; more members have 
less than 25 hives.
Dominion and Grimm has donated 
a rebate to BCHPA, a percentage of 
members’ purchases. Comment from 
Larry Lindahl, dealer for Dominion 
and Grimm, the contribution is one 
cent per jar purchased.
Funding pools could be used 
for educating members and new 
beekeepers; restrictions on some 
funds, but not others; look for projects 
in communities around BC to spend 
money on education.
Honorarium of $2,000 in total is paid 
to treasurer and secretary. 
Comment from Mike Campbell, the 
constitution forbids any honorarium 
payment to anyone other than the 
secretary and treasurer.
Motion to accept financial statement 
was made by Mike Campbell, 
seconded by Jeff Lee.  Carried

Secretary’s Report: Janice Bobic
Janice has completed two year term as 
secretary, position is up for election; 
main duty is recording and distributing 
minutes and correspondence.

Canadian Honey Council (CHC) 
Report: Gerry McKee
Complete report printed on page 6 of 

conference booklet.

Program Reports:
Certified Producers Program: Judy 
Campbell not able to attend. Mike  
Campbell reported.
Update of program, not much change 
has happened.

Boone, Hodgson, Wilkinson 
Fund: Trustees meet at the AGM 
and semi-annual as well as frequent 
communications by phone and email.  
Minutes are recorded.
Three disbursements were made 
during current fiscal year: $2,500 to Dr. 
Leonard Foster’s Lab at UBC which 
represented the final pay-out of a three 
year grant. $1,000 to an apiculture 
student at Grand Prairie College. $215 
to a science undergraduate student U. 
Vic. for a beekeeping course.
There were two additional requests 
but they did not meet the criteria in the 
BHW Trust Fund’s constitution.
Other highlights of the financial report: 
Revenue included individual donations 
of $2,128.00, from the Langley Bee 
Club $487.00 and from Arlos Honey 
Farm $600.00 raised at Day of the 
Honey Bee (2012 & 2013).
Total capital held in GIC’s - $70,000.00
Cash balance on October 1, 2013 - 
$3,255.36
Elections – the following Trustees 
were re-elected: John Boone and Joe 
Lomond each for a two year term. Ian 
Farber and Bob Meredith each for a 
four year term.
      
Library Report: Ian Farber
Library books, materials, DVDs, 
available to members; cost of shipping 

New and Used
Storage Tanks for

Honey,
Liquid Sucrose

and more!

Twin Maple Industrial Tanks
604 854 6776 800 663 8898 604 854 3223
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is 2 postage stamps.
Books on top bar hive, natural beekeeping, Langstroth hives.
Will compose ad with Heather for BeesCene.

Membership Update 
82% of members have less than 25 hives; new members 
starting with 1-2 hives.
Commercial producers purchase insurance.
Members should renew in January to have the benefits and 
insurance all year.
New beekeepers in cities updating bee bylaws are allowed 
two hives in backyards.

Beginner Beekeeping Instructor Course: Lance Cuthill 
The first course to certify instructors was given on October 
25, 2013.
Writing the course began in 2010 when the need for a 
provincial curriculum for beekeepers was determined, and 
surveys were sent out to determine curriculum.
Two parts to the course, material to be taught and teaching 
strategies.
The course has been approved and signed by Province of 
B.C. Apiculture and the president of the BCHPA.
Course consists of student manual, instructor manual, 
workshop manual, Powerpoint as a part of the curriculum, 
30 pages of handouts copy righted by BCHPA.
Thanks to BCHPA’s president Wayne Neidig for pushing 
ahead with the program.
Thanks to Paul van Westendorp and Jacquie Bunse who have 
been teaching beekeeping programs at Kwantlen Polytech 
University for years, and also thanks to Axel Krause.
Ian Farber commented that the requirement criteria is 
too low for entrants to course, and recommends 5 years 
minimum of beekeeping experience plus Beemaster course 
for instructor course.

BeesCene Newsletter: Pauline Thompson for Heather 
Sosnowski (not able to attend due to weather).
Overall drop in print media advertising in recent years. 
Thanks to those who placed ads in BeesCene all year.
Members’ ads can go to website at any time.

Day of the Honeybee: Barry Denluck
Members are participating around BC; need more promotion 
of event.
5500 brochures were printed; 3000 available for 2014; print 
costs were $658.
Brochures were reprinted without the year so the same 
brochures can be used each year.
Membership & Website: Pauline Thompson
Many new members to BCHPA; PayPal is working to take 
payments for membership.
Hits to website from BC, Canada, and out of province 
increased substantially.
Cost of website was $2,100.

Pacific Agriculture Show at Abbotsford Tradex: Gerry 
McKee

BCHPA sponsored a booth in 2012 and 2013, but not 
participating in 2014.
Funds will instead go toward training for beekeepers.
Recommend to re-examine participation in the future by 
executive.

BC Bee Breeders: Barry Denluck
Producing queens and workers, and attracting new members 
to the group.
DAY project to be reported by Brenda Jager.
Wintering honey bees successfully, work by members.
Will be meeting at 5:00 PM in board room Saturday, and 
7:00 AM in Atrium Sunday.  
       
BC Bee Breeders Assessment Yard Report: Brenda Jager
Full report printed in the Fall 2013 BeesCene.
In summary there are now 4 partner beekeepers assessing 
stock for local viability and Production; Sol Nowitz in 
Nanaimo, Brenda Jager on Gabriola Island, Jeremy Dick in 
Comox and Ian Bissonnette in Telkwa.
2012 stock assessments included Chatsworth Bee Stock 
from Ontario, Saskatraz. 
Open mated stock from Saskatchewan and daughters of 2012 
breeders.  Chatsworth is recommended for their excellent 
honey production, we did not use any of the Saskatraz stock 
as breeders and the 2012 daughters showed a variation  of 
traits in behaviour and Varroa levels.
2013 purchases are Ferguson Buckfast queens and we 
distributed daughter  queens from 2012 and 2013 breeders.
       
Comments on Biosecurity Standard Documents 
Brenda Jager and Lance Cuthill had some concerns on 
the document and provided  feedback with some specific 
examples.  The first was the incorrect statement that queen 
excluders could in any way assist with keeping disease out 
of the honey boxes. Secondly, the blanket statement that 
beekeepers should only use plastic  foundation and that 
using wax foundation is a high risk is too simplistic.  The 
document does not discuss that using uncontaminated wax 
for foundation would remove the inferred risk and may 
improve the quality of comb building in colonies. Experience 
has shown that bees tend to avoid plastic foundation if 
possible and the poor comb built between frames is a waste.
Lance questioned why beekeepers are recommended to 
keep their truck engines idling while loading bees. He also 
stated, that as one of the contributors of suggestions for 
improvement of the document – none of his suggestions or
corrections were included. Brenda suggested that the 
document was not properly vetted and that it needs a really 
good edit by an experienced and knowledgeable        
beekeeper.
     
Regional Representative Reports:
Prince George – John Phillips
Cariboo – Diane Dunaway for James Richards
West Kootenay – Dave Johnson
East Kootenay – Lance Cuthill for Mike Malmberg
Metro Vancouver – Jeff Lee
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Peace River – Kerry Clark
South Okanagan – Not available
North Okanagan – Chris Boulanger for Bob Chisholm
Sunshine Coast – Allan Cobbin
Fraser Valley – Jacquie Bunse for Courtney White
Terrace-Smithers – Rudi Peters
North Vancouver Island – Robert Eberle
South Vancouver Island – Barry Denluck

BC Ministry of Agriculture: Paul van Westendorp
Annual production survey information from BC beekeepers 
for statistics.
2300 beekeepers in BC, with 41,200 colonies; average 
honey yield 61 pounds per hive.
Total yield of honey 2.56 million pounds; total estimated 
value of $10 million.
18% average winter loss of bees.
Average honey wholesale cost of $2.91 per pound; average 
retail cost $4.87 per 500 gm or per pound.
Small hive beetle information on Ministry of Agriculture 
website; main risk from Washington.
Small hive beetle control program initiated by CHC 
to develop national program with CFIA, provincial 
associations, industry, World Trade Organization, World 
Animal Health Organization; traceability, needs support of 
bee industry.
Prairie provinces of Alberta and Manitoba requested CFIA 
investigation hoping to open USA border to importing 
package bees. Industry discussion and recommendation to 
ministry to implement by spring 2014.
Lot of information on neonicotinoids over past 2 years, 
registered in 120 countries as insecticide.
Paul advised members to send samples of suspicious 
conditions to Ministry lab for study.
Reciprocal agreement with other provinces requires 
inspection before moving bees between provinces. In BC, 
the Bee Act in 2002 was parked under the Animal Control 
Act.

Business Arising from Minutes and Reports
Old Business:
Association Name Change: Gerry McKee; Issue to change 
name of BCHPA was tabled, no discussion.

Constitution Change: Mike Campbell; based on control 
of divisions of BCHPA.  Change inspired by possibility of 
undesired changes due to hijacking of meeting/voting.
1. Constitutional change as printed in the Fall 2013 issue of 
the BeesCene was made by Michael Campbell, seconded 
by Jeff Lee.
25 pro/5 con
2.  Constitutional change as printed in the Fall 2013 issue 
of the BeesCene was made by Michael Campbell, seconded 
by Jeff Lee

New Business
Ontario Beekeepers Association recording process – Jeff 
Lee; full report to be printed in BeesCene.

Fall and spring seminars available on webinar on education 
day; Powerpoint presentation on line, educational seminars 
for benefit of people who cannot attend, recorded on DVDs 
at a cost of $64.

Financial Review of 2013 Books: Wayne Neidig
Appointment of two people to review books of the BCHPA, 
Urs Schaufelbuhl and Klaus Jennerman both from Comox.  
They found no irregularities and approved the financials. 

2014 Annual General Meeting: No decision as yet to 
where it will take place.

Elections for executive positions:
First Vice-President: Barry Denluck put name forward, 
acclaimed.
Second Vice-President: Kerry Clark agreed to stand, 
acclaimed.
Secretary: Irene Tiampo agreed to stand, acclaimed.

Guest Speaker, Tim Talbot: Office of Animal Biosecurity, 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency.
National bee farm level biosecurity standard, developed 
over 2012-2013.
Background is the CFIA Animal Health Directorate, 
activities include:
a.  Growing Forward funding (Federal-Provincial)
b.  Avian Standard, following the avian flu outbreak.
c.  Growing Forward 1 (2009-2013), 2 plant, 6 animal.
d. Growing Forward 111 (2014-2018), swine, equine, tree 
nuts.
Developed standards and biosecurity material available on 
CFIA website.
Honey bee Producer Guide
Biosecurity, CFIA definition: Set of practices used to 
minimize the transmission of disease.
Why a national bee standard? Experience in other sectors 
showed it made a substantial contribution to agriculture.
Bee health and operations management; honey bees, 
bumblebees, alfalfa leafcutter bees.
Case study review of industry conducted in 2013.
Moving forward, outreach and communication with 
government and industry, on-farm safety.
Funding is available for training and teaching.
Lance Cuthill commented the charts are good for training 
courses, and asked if copyrighted.
Wayne Neidig presented Tim with a 3 kg pail of honey.  ❀

Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing

Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill
Box 100  Phone: 306-725-4820
Bulyea, Saskatchewan  Fax: 306-725-3193
SOG 0L0  www.lambacres.ca
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Semi-Annual Meeting
Kamloops  March 14 - 15

Know Your Colony: 
Advanced Beekeeping 

Tips & Techniques

Hotel Five540Forty 

Downtown Kamloops

540 Victoria Street

Kamloops, BC V2C 2B2

Business day: Friday, March 14th
Free to all BCHPA members

Education Day: Saturday, March 15th
$55 for the day

Lunch is not included, as there are several restaurants 

within a few city blocks of the hotel.

When booking your accomomdation at Hotel540 

(www.hotel540.ca) be sure to advise you are with the 

BCHPA conference to get our special rate of $114.

Seating for the Education day is limited 

so please send an email to 

SemiAnn2014@bcbeekeepers.com to reserve a seat.

Check our website (www.bcbeekeepers.com) for updates and a list of speakers.
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ARMSTRONG APIARIES
James Macdonald 
Armstrong, B.C.  V0E 1B5
jamesmacdonald@telus.net
250-546-3237
Q N

ASHCROFT HONEY 
Joe & Marguerite Lomond
250-373-2540
marglomond@gmail.com 
Q N

BARRY BEADMAN
barry&diane@telus.net
Oliver
250-498-3153
Q N

BARRY’S BEES 
North Pender Island
Barry Denluck
bees@dencor.ca
Victoria
250-598-1159
Q N P 

BRENDA'S BEES
Brenda Jager
Gabriola Island
bzbees@telus.net  250-755-
5834
Q C

CAMPBELL'S GOLD HONEY 
FARM AND MEADERY
Mike and Judy Campbell
Abbotsford
www.bchoney.com
mikecampbell@bchoney.com
604-856-2125
N

CASPIAN APIARIES
Hossein Yeganehrad
New Westminster
1-888-906-3938
www.caspianapiaries.com
info@caspianapiaries.com
N P Q C

GOLDEN EARS APIARIES 
Jean-Marc LeDorze
Mission
jmcshipley@shaw.ca
604-820-6924 
Q N C P

HEATHER HIGO
Langley
heather.higo@gmail.com
604-532-6904
Q N

HONEYBEE CENTRE
John Gibeau 
Surrey
info@honeybeecentre.com
604-575-2337
Q P
 
JINGLEPOT APIARIES
Sol Nowitz 
Nanaimo
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
250-753-9619
Q N P 
   

KETTLE VALLEY QUEENS
Elizabeth Huxter
Grand Forks 
lizandterry@gmail.com 
250-442-5204 
Q N

ROD JO MOODY APIARIES
Rodney & Jo Moody
Cowichan Bay 
rodjo@telus.net 
250-743-1939 
Q
   
SILVER STAR APIARIES
Richard Springborn 
Vernon
rspringborn@telus.net
250-379-2567
N 

SKEENA VALLEY APIARY
Rudi Peters
Terrace
250-615-7404 
www.skeenavalleyapiary.com
r.peters@telus.net
Q N

SWEET NECHAKO HONEY
Jon & Susan Aebische
Vanderhoof
(250) 567-5037
Fax: (250) 567-2177
sweet02@telus.net
www.sweetnechakohoney.ca
QN
  
VAN ISLE APIARIES 
AND BEE PRODUCTS   
Grant Stringer
Saanichton
250-652-9834             
vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Q N B
 

British Columbia Bee Breeders Association

• B = Bulk Bees
• Q=Queens  
• P = Packages

• C = Queen Cells  
• N = Nucs  
• S = Shook Swarm
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by Rodney Moody, originally appearing in the journal 

‘Canadian Beekeeping’ in 1995.

During the height of the queen rearing season when 
queens are being raised, sold and introduced, is not 
necessarily the best time to pass on information to assist 
customers or new beekeepers to ensure new queens will be 
successfully introduced to their hives.

And, when discussion of nucs and queens is the focus 
of a beekeeping association meeting, information overload 
may confuse new beekeepers as too many good beekeepers 
add too much helpful information all at the same time.

So I decided to write now, in the off-season, to give 
beekeepers an opportunity to think 
over the situations and conditions that 
can lead to better ways to make up 
nucs: nucs that will be able and ready 
to accept queens and to supply all the 
needed care and food to make the new 
queen and her colony viable.

A good nuc is a dream team. With 
the right selection of your team players, 
that dream team will quickly turn into a 
profitable hive.

I like to sort out the bees when I make 
up the nucs. Package-bee beekeepers 
do this and a nuc is really just a package 
made from your own colony. It is made 
up by beekeepers to raise and breed 
queen cells or to introduce queens in a 
safer way.

When beekeepers go to work a 
colony, they will find the bees engaged 
in performing the many and various 
functions characteristic of bee behaviour all through the 
season. Beekeepers must go into their world and set up 
conditions that compliment the existing activity. This will 
get the bees to do what we need them to do.

It can be quite a job to re-queen a colony if the bees are 
old and have already started to re-queen.

A queen that is placed in a nuc that is made up of old 
bees, may never get her act together. But the queen that is 
placed in a nuc of younger bees that are able to feed and care 
for her and all her eggs will develop quickly.

If the nuc has too many old honey bee workers that can 
not understand or get a sense of queenlessness (because of 
old Queen pheromone), they will not feed the new queen, 
but chase her around – pulling at her wings or even sting 
her.

For ease of acceptance of the new queen, the colony or 
nuc should be 4 or 5 days queenless, and cell-less, depending 

on the weather! In hotter weather the pheromone or queen 
substance will disappear somewhat faster from the colony 
than it will in colder weather.

So, let’s look at how many successful beekeepers make 
up queen-ready nucs all across our land in the nuc bee 
season.

It all comes down to selecting the dream team and setting 
the stage for them to perform.

Plan for two days to set up.
Day one: Bee equipment needed for each nuc being 

made up consists of one brood super with 10 frames, and 
one queen excluder. Day two equipment should include: 
one hive bottom, one hive cover, and one hive feeder for 

every nuc being made up.
On the first day, open the hive and 

take out four frames of old sealed 
brood. Replace the four brood combs 
with empty frames of drawn comb. 
Brush all bees off the brood comb and 
place the four frames of sealed brood 
in the super you brought to the yard. 
Place the queen excluder on the hive 
and place the super holding he four 
frames of sealed brood and six empty 
combs over the queen excluder. Close 
up the colony. You’re done for now.

Over night younger worker bees 
will and should come uo through the 
queen excluder and cover the four 
sealed brood frames.

The next day you return to the bee 
yard and take off the brood super that 
is on top of the queen excluder and set 
it on its own hive bottom. Place on it a 

feeder and hive cover. I like to move this nuc to another bee 
yard, but you do not have to. Place the feeder and feed on 
the original colony and cover.

Now you have a nuc set up. It’s queenless. It has four 
frames of old sealed brood with many young worker bees 
and very few old guard type bees.

The younger bees that were working in the colony with 
the old queen are still working and helping her get those 
four new empty combs full of eggs and whatever. And, the 
old bee hive is still the same size.

But now you have a “nuc”. It’s only half “the dream 
team”. In 4 to 5 days this nuc will be able and willing to 
receive a new queen and become a fully working nuc. 
(There are always exceptions, so do not get upset or stressed 
if a few do not make it).

A word for beekeepers who will be returning to the old 
colonies for more nucs - “feed those colonies well!” You 

Colony Increase by Setting Up Nucs, 

“The Dream Team Way”
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have the queen excluder on already so just lifting them to set 
the frame exchange will be even faster than the first round 
of nuc pulling.

At every discussion on nucs that I have been a part of, 
someone will ask the question and it’s a fine question to be 
asked. “When will my new queen be laying?”

I do not know! The findings I see and from reports from 

people I’ve shipped queens to and have asked to time the 
beginning of laying. I offer the following: It would seem 
that the queen placed in the nuc stays in the cage 2 or 3 days. 
When she first walks out on to the comb it could be another 
4 to 7 days.

The new queen could have let’s say 7 to 11 days before 
she lays eggs again, as she was in the breeding nuc before 
she was pulled out and caged for shipment.

Does shipping of a queen cause a few days delay in egg 
laying? I would think so! However, as long as the nuc has 
what the queen needs, she should make up the lost time and 
to top it off some queens that are given to these “Dream 
team nucs” do lay almost right away.

There are so many situations to take into account each 
year. Planning ahead and preparing your nucs well to 
receive the queen with young healthy bees will help ensure 
a successful introduction. It will also give that dream team a 
head start on a winning season.

Do not give up.
Happy beekeeping to you all.  ❀

by Ian Farber

Ian Stell’s recent book, ‘Understanding Bee Anato-
my: A full colour guide’ (copyright 2012; 200 pages) is 
an excellent, multifaceted text on honey bee anatomy.

 Stell’s book is a union of descriptive text on honey 
bee anatomy with hundreds of illustrations that accom-
pany the text. The text is detailed and filled with clearly 
written descriptions of the role and function of the ana-
tomical parts of the honey bee. 

The book is written in a clear, easy to understand man-
ner. For example:“The head contains three types of se-
cretory glands. The largest of these produce brood food, 
used to nourish young worker larvae, and to produce 
royal jelly for queen larvae, and are known as the hypo-
phrayngeal (or brood food) glands.”Then there follows 
a description of 
the secretions each 
gland produces, the 
location and struc-
ture of the glands 
and all are illus-
trated by stained 
slides.

Stell uses the 
most up to date im-
aging and digital 
techniques for the 
illustrations. With-
in the 13 chapters 
of the book are 
over 600 illustra-
tions, consisting 
of diagrams, mi-
croscopic photos, 
drawings and stained microscopic sections. As an exam-
ple, there are 77 illustrations of a honey bee’s leg parts, 
21 of the queen, and 22 of the parts of a drone.

This complex book would be a place to start on an 
in-depth study for research into any aspect of honey 
bee anatomy. This book definitely would be of use for 
those looking to improve their knowledge of honey bee 
anatomy.  Beekeepers who are studying for advanced 
beekeeping courses or examinations, such as that of-
fered by the British Beekeepers Association or any other 
beemaster course, will find Stell’s book a valuable asset. 
Understanding Bee Anatomy will have a place on the 
bookshelves of educators and students of the honey bee.

Understanding Bee Anatomy is bolstered by a list 
of academic references and a detailed table of contents. 
Published by The Catford Press: ISBN 978-0-9574228-
0-3, it is now available through the author’s website.  ❀

Book Review
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by Alan Harman, 

reprinted from Catch the Buzz

Disturbing new research finds four pesticides commonly 
used to kill mites, insects and fungi – fluvalinate, coumaphos, 
chlorothalonil and chlorpyrifos – are also killing honey bee 
larvae within their hives.

A team from Penn State and University of Florida also 
found that N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone (NMP) – an inert, or 
inactive, chemical commonly used as a pesticide additive 
-- is highly toxic to honey bee larvae.

“We found that four of the pesticides most commonly 
found in beehives kill bee larvae,” says Penn 
State’s Jim Frazier. “We also found that the 
negative effects of these pesticides are sometimes 
greater when the pesticides occur in combinations 
within the hive.

“Since pesticide safety is judged almost entirely 
on adult honey bee sensitivity to individual 
pesticides and also does not consider mixtures 
of pesticides, the risk assessment process that the 
Environmental Protection Agency uses should be 
changed.”

The research was funded by the National 
Honey Board, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture-National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture-Agriculture and Food Research 
Initiative-Coordinated Agricultural Projects and 
the Foundational Award programs. Frazier says 
the team’s previous research demonstrated that forager bees 
bring back to the hive an average of six different pesticides 
on the pollen they collect. Nurse bees use this pollen to 
make beebread, which they then feed to honey bee larvae.

To examine the effects of four common pesticides – 
fluvalinate, coumaphos, chlorothalonil and chlorpyrifos – on 
bee larvae, the researchers reared honey bee larvae in their 
laboratory. They then applied the pesticides alone and in all 
combinations to the beebread to determine whether these 
insecticides and fungicides act alone or in concert to create 
a toxic environment for honey bee growth and development.

The researchers also investigated the effects of NMP 
on honey bee larvae by adding seven concentrations of 
the chemical to a pollen-derived, royal jelly diet. NMP is 
used to dissolve pesticides into formulations that then allow 
the active ingredients to spread and penetrate the plant or 
animal surfaces onto which they are applied.

The team fed their treated diet, containing various types 
and concentrations of chemicals, to the laboratory-raised 
bee larvae.

“We found that mixtures of pesticides can have greater 
consequences for larval toxicity than one would expect 
from individual pesticides,” Frazier says.

Among the four pesticides, honey bee larvae were most 
sensitive to chlorothalonil. They also were negatively 
affected by a mixture of chlorothalonil with fluvalinate. In 
addition, the larvae were sensitive to the combination of 
chlorothalonil with the miticide coumaphos.

In contrast, the addition of coumaphos significantly 
reduced the toxicity of the fluvalinate and chlorothalonil 
mixture.

Penn State professor of entomology Chris Mullin says 

the pesticides may directly poison honey bee larvae or 
they may indirectly kill them by disrupting the beneficial 
fungi that are essential for nurse bees to process pollen into 
beebread.

“Chronic exposure to pesticides during the early life 
stage of honey bees may contribute to their inadequate 
nutrition or direct poisoning with a resulting impact on their 
survival and development,” he says.

The researchers note that fluvalinate and coumaphos 
are commonly used by beekeepers in their hives to control 
Varroa mites, and are found to persist within beehives for 
about five years if not removed by beekeepers.

Chlorothalonil is a broad-spectrum agricultural fungicide 
that is often applied to crops in bloom when honey bees are 
present for pollination because it is currently deemed safe 
to bees. Chlorpyrifos is a widely used organophosphate in 
crop management.

“Our findings suggest that the common pesticides 
chlorothalonil, fluvalinate, coumaphos and chlorpyrifos, 
individually or in mixtures, have statistically significant 

Miticides, Ag Chems and Inert Ingredients 

a Deadly Mix in a Beehive
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impacts on honey bee larval survivorship,” Mullin says.
“This is the first study to report serious toxic effects 

on developing honey bee larvae of dietary pesticides at 
concentrations that currently occur in hives.”

The team also found that increasing amounts of NMP 
corresponded to increased larval mortality, even at the 
lowest concentration tested.

“There is a growing body of research that has reported 
a wide range of adverse effects of inactive ingredients to 
human health, including enhancing pesticide toxicities 
across the nervous, cardiovascular, respiratory and hormone 
systems,” Mullin says.

“The bulk of synthetic organic chemicals used and 
released into U.S. environments are formulation ingredients 
like NMP, which are generally recognized as safe. They 
have no mandated limits on their use and their residues 
remain unmonitored.

“Multi-billion pounds of these inactive ingredients 
overwhelm the total chemical burden from the active 
pesticide, drug and personal-care ingredients with which they 
are formulated. Among these co-formulants are surfactants 
and solvents of known high toxicity to fish, amphibians, 
honey bees and other non-target organisms. While we have 
found that NMP contributes to honey bee larvae mortality, 
the overall role of these inactive ingredients in pollinator 
decline remains to be determined.”  ❀
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One of the many highlights of the 2013 BCHPA Hive ‘n 
Thrive Kelowna gathering for me was the opportunity to 
take the new one-day Instructors’ Course. 

Over the years I’ve informally mentored many beginner 
beekeepers, have organized courses in our 
region and have hosted numerous Field 
Days at our ranch in Soda Creek. It’s not 
always easy to effectively reach everyone 
who wants to learn about bees. There are 
so many variables: from agricultural and 
scientific backgrounds; age; time that will 
be allotted to an individual’s beekeeping pursuits; financial 
resources; the scope of where folks want to take their api-
aries (hive numbers, type of hives, etc.); and all important 
common sense which can be an oxymoron more times than 
not!

What a treat it was to benefit from the course that Lance 
Cuthill and Axel Krause created with input from the BCH-
PA Education Committee and the Ministry of Apiculture. It 
was assumed that participants already had a solid founda-
tion in beekeeping experience. This may be further defined 
as the course parameters develop. 

Rather than unveil a static, “this is how you keep honey 
bees” approach, Lance and Axel recognize that instruc-
tors still need to put the hours in to customize a beginners’ 
course. Just like teachers starting out in the education field, 
an investment of time is required to select course material 
that suits one’s approach. We each received a flash drive 
with PowerPoint presentations and other images available 
for this very purpose.  

Lance and Axel focused the afternoon session on how to 
teach. This is something that they’re both well qualified to 
share as retired educators and accomplished, longtime bee-
keepers in their own right. It’s one thing to know your bees, 
and quite another in how to engage a classroom of adult 
students for hours at a time. Jaquie Bunse demonstrated a 
fun “Waggle Dance” that she incorporates in her teaching 
program to break up the pace. Lance touched on how much 
time to dedicate to each subject. Axel talked about memo-
rizing students’ names and “owning” the space at the front 
of the room.

For years many members of the BCHPA have supported 
and recognized the need for standardized beekeeper educa-
tion. As with so much that our association accomplishes, 
this once again landed on a handful of dedicated and tal-
ented people who volunteered their time and energy for the 
good of the whole. For this I’m most grateful. Thanks all! 
 ~ Diane Dunaway

On October 25th, just prior to the BCHPA conference 
in Kelowna, I was one of 14 beneficiaries of a tremendous 
initiative from the executive of the BCHPA. Thanks to the 

tremendous work of Lance Cuthill and Axel Krause, the 
BCHPA has put together an "Introduction to beekeeping" 
for anyone interested in entering the craft. These new in-
structors are from all over the province and are now certi-

fied to teach this introductory beekeeping 
class. The big advantage is that the cur-
riculum is now standardized and endorsed 
by the Ministry of Agriculture, validated 
and signed by our Provincial Apiarist, 
Paul van Westendorp. 

The course material consists of 6 well 
structured sessions and it takes a minimum of 16 hours to 
cover the curriculum. Participants get a certificate if they 
pass the course. We were provided not only with all the 
materials to give these 6 sessions but also were guided in 
how to instruct the material in a more effective manner. The 
amount of information given to us in order to teach this 
course is phenomenal and a big thanks goes to Lance and 
Axel. What a great idea - and that it could possibly be ex-
tended to more advanced beekeeping in the future. I believe 
they will be offering the same "Train the Trainer" course at 
the semi-annual conference in Kamloops in the spring. Job 
well done everyone and thank you!    ~ Chris Boulanger   ❀
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This Bulletin issued by the U.S. Dep’t. of Agriculture in 
1920 has recently come to my attention. It is 46 pages 
in length (plus B&W plates), and is likely one of the 
earlier comprehensive publications on AFB. Diagnosis 
of the disease is covered in considerable detail, including 
differential diagnosis,  with many illustrations of bacterial 
examination. An entire section is devoted to resistance 
to treatment by the following: to drying and to sunlight, 
to fermentation, to chemical disinfectants, to drugs that 
included naphthol, carbolic acid, formic acid, salicylic 

acid, quinine and oil of eucalyptus. It was noted that to kill 
the spores by heat, 100 deg. C for 10 mins. was required. 
It was noted that the prognosis in American foulbrood is 
decidedly grave, and although spontaneous recovery from 
mild infestation had been reported it was the exception 
with the rule being sooner or later the colony dies.
Much has been learned about AFB since this publication, 
but the section “Name of the Disease” is reproduced 
here for general interest. It seems that until only a few 
decades prior to this publication the term “foulbrood” 
referred to any brood disease, and the differentiation 
between AFB and EFB was only just being recognized.
(One might draw attention to the fact this was published 
the year that BCHPA was formed, and nine years after 
the “Foul Brood Act” was legislated in B.C.)

~ John Boone

Clips from the PasT
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by Lynae Vandervalk, M.Sc., University of British Columbia 

Lethbridge Research Centre, lynae@ualberta.ca

As part of my Master of Science thesis at the University 
of Alberta, I conducted two field trials as part of the research 
project “Developing a pest monitoring system and control 
options for honey bee parasitic mites and diseases” in col-
laboration with Dr. Medhat Nasr, Alberta Agriculture and 
Rural Development (ARD), Dr. Lloyd Dosdall, University 
of Alberta, and the ARD Bee Team. The purpose of these 
trials was to investigate two new miticides and determine 
their efficacies within western Canadian treatment windows 
and western Canadian IPM systems. 

METHODS:
The trials were conducted during fall 2011 and spring 

2012. We set up each trial in a similar way. Before the trial 
began, each colony was sampled for mites using both the 
alcohol wash method (  300 bees) and sticky traps so we 
could ensure the colonies had similar varroa populations. 
Before the trial began, we went through the colonies and vi-
sually estimated the area of comb covered with bees, capped 
brood, and honey on each frame. By determining the area of 
bees, brood, and honey prior to the trial, we could evaluate 
whether the treatments had any undesirable side-effects on 
colony health. 

We tested two new miticides: Thymovar® and Hop-
Guard™. Thymovar® is a newly registered miticide in 
Canada. It is made of cellulose wafers that contain thymol 
oil. Two Thymovar® wafers were applied to the top of the 
frames (we used doubles; for singles, one wafer cut in half 
is the recommended dose) and remained for six weeks. 
HopGuard™ is a new miticide that is currently registered in 
some American States but not Canada. It is a product con-
taining the acids of the Hops plant (the one used to make 
beer), soaked into cardboard strips.  The HopGuard™ strips 

are 16” long with a fold in the middle, so they’re draped 
over a frame and applied at the rate of one strip for every 
4-5 frames of bees (our colonies were large doubles, so most 
of them received 4 strips). The HopGuard™ strips were ap-
plied once and left in for six weeks.

We wanted to compare Thymovar® and HopGuard™ to 
the miticides beekeepers in western Canada are currently 
using, so we tested them alongside Apivar® and formic 
acid. One Apivar® strip was inserted for every 4-5 frames 
of bees, and left in for six weeks. Formic acid was applied 
as two 40 mL mitewipe pads soaked with 65% formic acid, 
applied weekly for three weeks. We also had a control group 
that we didn’t treat at all. Each treatment group had 8 colo-
nies, for a total of 40 colonies per trial. 

After the treatments were inserted, we evaluated the area 
of comb covered by bees, brood, and honey in each colony 
2-3 weeks and 6 weeks after treatment. While we were do-
ing that, we also re-sampled to check the varroa infestations. 
Sticky traps were also replaced every 3-7 days so we could 
track the fall of dead mites.  

After the treatments were removed, we knew how many 
mites had been killed by each treatment because they fell on 
the sticky traps, but we didn’t know how many mites were 
still in the hive. Therefore we used a “finishing treatment”. 
In other words, we applied another treatment (Oxalic acid 
in fall 2011 and Apivar® in spring 2012) to clean up the re-
maining mites so we would know what percentage of mites 
were killed by the treatment, and what percentage remained 
in the hives; then we could calculate treatment efficacy. 

RESULTS FALL 2011 
Treatments were applied on September 5, 2011. The 

HopGuard™ strips were quickly chewed up by the bees 
(and most of the cardboard fluff was deposited on my sticky 
traps!). Because HopGuard™ wasn’t in the hive for more 
than a few days, it wasn’t effective at managing the mite 
population. However, HopGuard™ did cause a substantial 
mite fall right after it was inserted in the hives, suggesting 
it can kill mites, but needs to have a more lasting delivery 
system. 

After using a finishing treatment of two applications of 
oxalic acid applied using the modified Cor Dewit machine 
during late November and early December to kill the mites 
in the hives after the treatment period, we calculated the 
following relative efficacies: Apivar® (87%), formic acid 
(78%), Thymovar® (89%), HopGuard™ (43%) and 
control (29%). 

RESULTS SPRING 2012:
Treatments were applied on May 7, 2012. We changed 

the treatment schedule slightly from fall 2011. We applied 
HopGuard™ weekly for three weeks (instead of only one 

Miticide Research
]
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application as recommended by the label) to see if repeated 
applications could boost its effectiveness. We also added a 
second Thymovar® application after three weeks (again, 
instead of only one application) because the label recom-
mends this protocol when the temperature is suitable. 

The HopGuard™ was again effective right after applica-
tion, but then the bees chewed the strips up within few days. 
The mite drop spiked after every reapplication but then de-
clined very quickly.  

Thymovar® had lasting activity - after three weeks when 
I reapplied it, I could still smell the thymol from the first set 
of wafers. However, the bees seemed to be affected by the 
Thymovar® in the spring, because the brood reduction in 
the top box was extreme. Three weeks after treatment, there 
was 86% less brood in the top boxes of the Thymovar® 

hives than the control hives. This effect was still notice-
able by 6 weeks after treatment – 77% less brood in the top 
boxes of the Thymovar® hives. 

After using a finishing treatment of Apivar® applied for 
six weeks to all colonies after the treatments were removed 
to determine how many mites remained, we calculated the 
following relative efficacies: Apivar® (75%), formic acid 
(72%), Thymovar® (82%), HopGuard™ (44%) and 
control (24%). These efficacies are probably somewhat 
lower than actual treatment efficacies because the Apivar® 
finishing treatment was in for a full 6 weeks, and mites 
could have re-invaded the hives from nearby highly infested 
hives, falling on the sticky traps and causing a higher finish-
ing mortality. 

CONCLUSIONS: 
HopGuard™ does not work effectively in its current ap-

plication form. It could be effective in packages or brood-
less colonies, but needs a change in delivery system before 
it can be of use for managing mites in large reproducing 
colonies. Further research should identify new delivery sys-
tems for HopGuard™. 

Thymovar® works well in the fall, but causes unac-
ceptable brood reduction in the spring. Colonies need to be 
building during the months of May and June, not experienc-
ing drastic brood loss. Further research should investigate 
its efficacy in colder fall seasons, as well as in single brood-
chambered hives. 

OTHER CONCLUSIONS:
As this research was conducted in both the fall and spring 

treatment windows, it highlighted differences in the condi-
tions and risks associated with treating in spring or fall. In 
my discussions with beekeepers, I observed (and the bee-
keepers’ survey results confirm) a trend wherein beekeepers 
are shifting their Apivar® treatments to the spring treatment 
window. Based on a combination of this research, a review 
of pertinent literature, and my experience with beekeepers 
as an apiary inspector for ARD, I compiled the following 
table that details some of the considerations involved with a 
spring or fall treatment with Apivar®. 
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This article first appeared in the September 2013 issue of 
the Alberta Bee News.  ❀
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Fraser Valley
~ Courtney White

Happy New Year!  Our winter 
here in the valley has been quite 
mild so far, with one cold snap and a 
bit of snow before Christmas. Many 
beekeepers have opted to feed with 
dry sugar as a precaution, due to 
the lower than average honey crop 
last season. Since there is not too 

much to report on this time of year I’d like to share this 
link with you: www.thebeezkneezdelivery.com. Based in 
Minneapolis two friends started beekeeping and they deliver 
their honey using bicycles. It’s a really smart idea that could 
be a good option for urban beekeepers in other areas, such 
as Vancouver. 

Until next time Happy Beekeeping!

West Kootenays
~ Dave Johnson

Winter in the Kootenays has been 
quite bearable this year with only 
one really serious “arctic outbreak”. 
We avoided the “arctic vortex” 
which had the eastern parts of the 
continent in a complete tizzy. We 
are hearing chat amongst beekeepers 
and gardeners that they are getting 

antsy for spring to arrive so we can all get our hands dirty 
again.

A quick look in the hives in the last week (mid January) 
showed most clusters in contact with honey stores. Some 
signs of what is probably nosema in some hives in our area 
with the usual messy front/top entrance showing dark brown 
staining. Our honey this year was quite dark and thick and I 
am wondering if there is a possibility of “honey dew” being 
part of the mix in our crop. Personally in the past I have 
experienced dysentry in the hives from a crop of honey dew 
late in the year which became a source of winter stores. We 
had a lot of aphids that summer and we were getting liquid 
coming in which was crystallizing in the comb within a day 
or two. This material was unusable by the bees and we could 
not extract it. The crystallized material formed the upper 
arch of stores while the liquid stores (very dark) formed the 
lower arch. In the winter and spring we could see the results 
developing as the bees were not able to digest the particulate 
matter in the honey dew stores, they tumbled out of the top 
entrance, defecated and died at the front of the hive. We are 
seeing some of that this winter but not in all hives so, believe 
it or not I am hoping it is nosema not honey dew causing the 

problem. At least if it is nosema, we have chance to manage 
it. If it is honey dew, all hives will be affected. Currently, we 
are having the bees tested for nosema.

There is again a demand for nucs and package bees due 
to need for replacements, expansion and new beekeepers 
starting up. Beekeeping courses are underway again this year 
being offered locally in several locations in our area. The 
resurgent interest in beekeeping appears to be continuing.

Have a good spring everyone.

North Vancouver Island
~ Robert Eberle

Like most of the province Northern 
Vancouver Island beekeepers 
suffered pretty devastating losses this 
fall due to wasps. Some beekeepers 
have reported losing most of their 
colonies with the aggressive wasps 
attacking weak and strong hives. 
This is despite taking the usual 

precautions by reducing the entrances and placing traps. The 
nucs and weaker colonies suffered the most. With the very 
mild and dry fall the wasps continued chewing away at the 
hives until the end of November. The best thing to do this 
year is to get your wasp traps out in the spring to catch the 
emerging queens.

The winter here has been mild and dry with only one 
period of below zero weather. So far moisture has not been 
the usual problem for the winter bees. The mild weather 
has kept the local bears from their winter nap and they have 
destroyed a number of colonies. A November swarm was 
also reported to a local beekeeper who was able to capture 
them and accommodate them in a new home.

The Comox Valley Bee Club ended 2014 with a very 
successful potluck dinner. Their next meeting will be 
held at the end of February. However they are offering an 
introductory class on Learning to be a Beekeeper in the 
first week of February. This popular class is already at 
its capacity of 24 participants, with a waiting list!There 
continues to be a lot of interest in bees in this area. 
The club is booked to participate in the Comox Valley Seedy 
Saturday in March. This is a huge local event of non-GMO, 
local seed savers, growers and buyers. Gardeners kick off 
the season with this event. They will have an information 
table reserved to answer questions about bees and pass 
along bee friendly information. They also have Day of the 
Honey Bee events planned locally.

Although not in the North Island region we were excited 
to hear from our Salt Spring Island Club neighbours that 
a very interesting research project is being undertaken on 
their Island this year. This project involves the use of the 

Regional Reports



42     VOLUME 30, #1  SPRING 2014 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________     Province ___________     Postal Code _______________________

Phone (         ) ___________________________ Email   __________________________________________   

2014 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
BC Honey Producers’ Association

Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
www.bcbeekeepers.com

Membership dues are based on the number of honey bee colonies you keep.
BCHPA MEMBERSHIP DUES  
0 to 25 Hives  $40
26 to 50 Hives  $50
51 to 150 Hives  $60
151 to 300 Hives  $70
301 to 500 Hives  $120
501 to 1000 Hives  $130
Over 1000 Hives  $200

Please make cheques payable to the
British Columbia Honey Producers’
 Association or BCHPA:

BCHPA TREASURER
Box 5594, 
Victoria BC, V8R 6S4

New ❏  Renewal ❏   Please check here if renewing with an address change ❏

Membership includes a one-year subscription to both BeesCene and Hivelights quarterly publications. The BCHPA 
Liability Insurance Policy is the only one of its kind available in the province. By pooling our membership, we can offer 
this comprehensive insurance for a fraction of what it would cost individuals on their own. Members may attend the 
business day of the October BCHPA Annual General Meeting and the semi-annual meeting in March without charge 
(meals not included). Members benefit from the work of an active volunteer Executive including: Marketing (labels 
and brochures), Education (symposiums and website), and ongoing Advocacy (government and media relations). The 
BCHPA is a proud member of the Canadian Honey Council, working on our behalf.

$5 Million 
Coverage

for only $55 year!
Beekeepers understand that there’s 

strength in numbers. Our Group Liability 
Insurance Policy is the best value you’ll find. 

If you’re worried about stings, or bee smokers, or 
other related beekeeping risks – this is for you.

Note: coverage runs 
January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014. 

Effective date of coverage 
is based on date application and payment 

is received at the BCHPA office.
 Insurer will issue certificates 

in due course.

* OPTIONAL $5,000,000 BCHPA
GROUP LIABILITY INSURANCE  ADD ON $55

** OPTIONAL Additional
$1 million Forest Fire Fighting
Expense Endorsement  ADD ON $100

*** OPTIONAL DONATION
BC’s Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund
for Honey Bee Research  ADD ON
(tax registered charity, receipts issued)

**** SUBSCRIPTION ONLY
Note: BeesCene is Included  $50 CAD
with Your  BCHPA Membership
(this is meant for out-of-province)

TOTAL $

Includes 
BeesCene & Hivelights

# of Hives _________

New Memberships and Renewals 
can also be done online at 
www.bcbeekeepers.com/membershipForm.php

❏ I do not want my name and address published in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protec-
tion of Privacy Act.  Note: BCHPA is operated by a group of volunteers only. We will do our best to fulfill your 
request but be advised there is no guarantee of 100% compliance.
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Ss mite which is a predator mite that eats/kills the Varroa 
mite! (Good bugs eating bad bugs.) This is groundbreaking 
research and Salt Spring Island Beekeepers’ colonies can be 
part of a new study that John Borden and Linda Gilkeson 
will be conducting. For more information on this exciting 
project please watch the “Bio Control for Varroa Mite” video 
on the home page of their website: www.ssibeekeepers.com. 
We look forward to hearing about the results of this study.

Terrace
~ Rudi Peters

This winter in the Skeena area 
the only thing we have been doing 
outside is to try and stay dry. We 
have had rain bordering on biblical 
at times. While the temperature this 
year has been very mild, so far it has 
been wet.

If you cannot work outside you 
work inside. A beekeeping course will be held during the 
month of March with a field day planned for a weekend in 
May.

Sunshine Coast
~ Allan Cobbin

Mild weather throughout the 
province seems to be the order of 
the day and the Sunshine Coast is 
no different. We’ve had a minimum 
of chilly weather and no snow to 
date. It has enabled us to check out 
our local colonies for winter damage 
and “deadouts”. We are aware that 

January and February can be critical in the well-being of 
colonies but our losses to date have been in line with the 
Province’s last year 18% average loss. We have had some 
starvation and weak queen hive losses but little evidence of 
Nosema to date. Some bees have been flying on sunny days 
and “cleansing flights” are evident. Today, Jan. 23, some 
colonies were bringing in some lovely yellow pollen!!

In December and early January some Club members 
used Oxalic Acid treatments, bottom board cleaning and 
general maintenance procedures; some mite drop findings 
were evident.

The Club will be holding elections for a new executive at 
our next meeting scheduled for Feb. 9 and hopefully some 
of our newer members will step forward to assist. Harry 
and Betty Meier have regretfully decided to relinquish their 
supervisory responsibilities regarding our colonies at the 
Botanical Society Gardens so new appointees will have to 
be made to ensure the continuance of this most worthwhile 
symbiotic endeavour.

Some time ago I was asked by the Programme Developer 
at the Sunshine Coast Campus of Capilano University if I 

might be interested in providing a general non-credit course 
in beekeeping. After some discussion, and with the willing 
assistance Joanne Zilsel, a fairly new beekeeper but one 
with detailed experience in genetics, we have offered the 
following: two three hour sessions on:

The Secret Life of Bees...Fascinated by bees? Want to 
learn more? Join a Master Beekeeper and a Beekeeper/
Biologist for a peek into the extraordinary world of honey 
bees. Find out about the superb cooperation and modes of 
communication within the hive. Gain an understanding 
of Colony Collapse Disorder and the value of pollination. 
An observation hive will be brought to the classroom and, 
weather permitting, we’ll take a field trip to a nearby apiary 
site. Courses are scheduled April 26 and May 3.

 As usual, I enjoyed the 2013 AGM Conference in 
Kelowna and pass along my compliments to the Conference 
Team for their outstanding efforts and graciousness to all 
attendees.

Even though I have been an active beekeeping hobbyist 
for more than 40 years, I have never stopped continuing to 
learn and, as the philosopher Maya Angelou said: “When 
you know better, you do better”, so I’ll continue the learning 
process. 

 All best wishes for an excellent 2014 season from the 
Sunshine Coast.

Metro Vancouver 
~ Jeff Lee

The extraordinarily mild winter 
and spring is throwing Lower 
Mainland beekeepers for a loop. 
In the third week of January, when 
this report was written, there were 
many reports of bees already out 
flying, searching for forage that isn’t 
yet there. Hazel nuts and maple, 

the earliest major sources of pollen, don’t usually start to 
blossom until the end of January but they started a couple 
of weeks early.

To some this may sound like promising news of an early 
spring. But there are some downsides; with so little forage 
out and temperatures mild, beekeepers are having to more 
closely monitor their colonies and be ready to spring in with 
sugar. Some beekeepers reported having to issue emergency 
sugar just after New Year’s Day. Queens are already laying, 
and these are the times when hives can quickly starve. The 
other downside is that we can be lulled into a false sense 
of security; winter can still rear up and smack our hives. 
That March phrase, “in like a lion, out like a lamb” is eerily 
accurate year in and year out in Metro Vancouver.  

There are no major reports yet on overwintering losses, 
and we’ve not heard of any repeat of last spring’s widespread 
“mystery disease”  that turned out to be nosema ceranae. A 
few people have reported losing a hive or three, possibly to 
going into winter light.

Spring also means the startup of the annual Iotron 
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program. Beekeepers are starting to check for deadouts 
with plans to send boxes of comb through Iotron’s electron 
beam sterilization system. The Langley club did an early 
run at the beginning of winter; the Richmond Beekeepers 
Association is gearing up for a run in late February.

It is too early to say how well beekeepers here will be 
able to meet demand for blueberry pollination. Last year 
Fraser Valley growers could have used another 5,000 hives. 
But if early reports of a decline in package bee orders from 
New Zealand are any measure to go by, the situation may be 
worse this year. Importers of both Kintail and Arataki honey 
bees indicate initial orders in B.C. are down, although 
orders from Alberta and Manitoba appear stronger than 
ever. The first skids are scheduled to arrive in Vancouver in 
early March. 

Package prices are also expected to be higher because of 
a combination of a weak Canadian dollar relative to New 
Zealand, and package bee operators raising prices by at 
least four per cent.

On the other hand, the hyper-local market for specialty 
and artisanal honeys appears strong. The Vancouver Farmers 
Market Society told me they’re not accepting applications 
for honey vendors at its two most popular markets, Trout 
Lake and Kitsilano. Other area farmers market operators 
report similar strong interest from producers, although 
some may have extra spots open.

The Richmond Beekeepers Association, Metro 
Vancouver’s largest club, held its annual general meeting and 

election in January. The club’s demographic is spread widely 
across the region and is not really a club of “Richmond” 
beekeepers. The new and expanded executive reflects that 
dynamic. Amanda Goodman Lee is president, replacing a 
retiring Brian Campbell. Lianne Shyry has been re-elected 
as vice-president. Miriam Soet moves from secretary to 
treasurer. Lindsay Dault is the new secretary. Members also 
voted in two new members-at-large, Tim Monaghan and 
Carolyn Parr. Parr offers the freshest blood in the group, 
having only started beekeeping last May. The new executive 
has indicated it is planning an ambitious agenda of speakers 
for 2014, as well as some new educational workshops.

Lastly, an informal survey was taken of members 
attending the Richmond AGM of how many hives they 
have and where they are located. The 35 or so people, who 
represent about one-third the paid membership of the club, 
account for nearly 350 hives. None of the club’s largest 
beekeepers, who I know have 100 or more hives each, were 
present.

Half of those at the meeting reported having five or fewer 
hives. Another quarter had between six and 19 colonies, 
and the rest had over 20. One reported he was wintering 
58. Every municipality from Coquitlam and Surrey West 
were represented, with a few saying they keep bees in 
Aldergrove, Langley and Abbotsford. One also has two 
hives on Vancouver Island, and another has a handful in 
Yale in the Fraser Canyon.

South Vancouver Island
~ Barry Denluck

As reported last fall wasp 
predation was significant. Many 
hives were lost and and in fact many 
more were weakened. Early reports 
indicate that there are many small 
hives that did not survive through 
December and many more that may 
not survive through February.

The South Islands have 
experienced a warmer and drier winter than usual. Although 
it is early January, our bees are acting as if spring is well 
in hand. Brood production has been observed as early as 
Jan 5th within the larger hives. Our bees are flying on a 
regular basis with many observations at 8°C and possibly 
cooler on a sunny day. Hive activity is consuming stores at a 
much higher rate than usual. Most beekeepers have already 
started their supplemental feeding program in early January 
to prevent starvation. My main concern is that a late cold 
session of 4-5 days in February at sub zero temperatures 
would probably compromise most, if not the entire brood 
chamber. Since it would take 3-4 weeks to rebuild the 
brood chamber before any new bees could the hatch, the 
hive may perish simply because the bees are just to old to 
continue. 

This is my last report as your South Islands representative. 
Your new rep is Julie Robinson of the Cowichan Beekeepers 
Association. She is an active beekeeper in the Cowichan 

Wooden Ware  NUCS
Hive Bodies

Lids – Migratory, Telescoping
Bottom Boards – Screened, Pallets

Nuc Boxes – 4, 5 and 6 Frame
Custom Orders

4 Frame Nucs 
with or without

queens 
available end of May.

Darin Ingram          www.ingramapiaries.com
Tel: 1-250-718-4987  info@ingramapiaries.com

2660 Lower Glenrosa Road, Westbank, BC V4T 1P9

Bees
 Hives and 

4 frame nucs 
available 

at the end of May

Van Isle Apiaries 
and Bee Products

Grant Stringer 
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca

Tel 250-652-9834 Fax 250-665-6121
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3

NUCS • QUEENS 
PACKAGES
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Valley area. Looking forward to her upcoming informative 
reports.

Anyone with questions or ideas pertaining to South 
Vancouver and the Gulf Islands are welcome to contact 
your South Islands representative by email: SouthVanIsle@
bcbeekeepers.com. 

Peace Region
~ Kerry Clark

A big milepost for me as I retire 
from the Ministry of Agriculture in 
January.

 Apiary conditions in the Peace? 
Record snowfalls and some cold 
periods (-30) in December, but not 
particularly unexpected. Colonies 
even outdoors with good bees and 
food are expected to survive as well 

as anywhere in BC. (As of mid January, an unusually warm 
spell (continuously above freezing for several days)  will 
reduce some of the snow pack, and was accompanied by 
winds up to 100 km/hr. Power outages, sheds shifted, trees 
knocked over, but likely didn’t affect bee colonies.

I’ll continue and perhaps increase my involvement with 
the BCHPA, but will take a travel break first. I hope to see 
you in March.

The last 2 weeks in January are turning out to be 
amazingly warm: up to +10 C. Actually warmer in Dawson 
Creek, than Tennesee. The eastern half of North America is 
having an “Arctic Vortex”: a flow with packages of frigid 
air taking freezing temperatures well south of the Canadian

border. Pleasant enough for us (although with 2 months 
of -20°C, some ground (like driveways) is still cold enough 
that a few inches of now glare ice remains. How this will 
affect spring is still unknown.

Prince George
~ John Phillips

The very warm summer weather 
extended into the fall to give 
us a pleasant September and an 
acceptable October. This permitted 
extra time with the bees to help ready 
them for winter.  Unfortunately, 
those hives weakened from the mites 
and wasps had to be merged.  The 
good news was that everyone sold 

out of their honey.
Our new year started off with a number of keen members 

at the January AGM meeting even though the heavy 
snowfalls and poor road conditions kept some people away.  
We discussed ordering nucs and packages and explained the 
process to the new people present.  At the meeting Wally 
Steidle retired as President (likely for the 5th time) and 
Barry Clark is now the new club President. 

With the mild day and nighttime temperatures members 
report their bees are taking syrup.  This is a good sign for the 

bees’ survival in our region because in cold weather the bees 
will cluster to keep warm, won’t move away to the source of 
food and then die of starvation.  Also, with the up and down 
temperature changes some beekeepers are putting moisture 
collectors into the feeder boxes of their hives to help avoid 
any mold.

The “Prince George Beekeepers Association” is now on 
Facebook.

East Kootenays
~ Michael Malmberg

East Kootenay Division 
beekeepers are looking forward 
to the next season with perennial 
farming optimism; the expectations 
that next season will a great year – 
maybe the best ever!

Without resorting to the facts, the 
best I can say about the weather is 
that it has been variable. Based on 

past experiences, many beekeepers will be checking for 
feed stores and preparing to supplement if necessary.

The East Kootenay Beekeepers will sponsor an 
information day on Saturday, March 29, 2014. This will 
be a full day session (8:30 AM to 3 PM) with lunch and 
coffee at the meeting. The purpose of the meeting is to 
provide participants with a learning experience; we'll be 
updating information about honey bee issues, management 
and industry perspectives. Information sharing will be an 
important element of the event.

Our Events Manager, Bobby Cuthill, has done a 
wonderful job of getting things underway and confirming our 
guest speaker Dr. Medhat Nasr, the Provincial Apiculturist 
for the Province of Alberta. Dr Nasr is responsible for 
the regulation, research and extension programming for 
apiculture in Alberta. Prior to coming to Alberta, Dr. Nasr 
worked in Ontario with a bee breeding program searching 
for resistance to both tracheal and Varroa mites. We look 
forward to our day with Dr. Medhat Nasr and beekeepers 
from the Kootenay Region. Beekeepers from other regions 
are welcome!

Some interesting points about the Honey Bee industry 
in the province to our east (taken from Honey Bee Speak, 
Dec. 2011:

Alberta ranks 2nd in size of the beekeeping industry 
behind California in North America.

Alberta colony numbers were approximately 265,000 in 
2010.

In the past decade, the total income from beekeeping in 
Alberta averaged approximately $50,000,000 annually.

A few years ago, the colony winterkill rate in Alberta 
suddenly increased from an annual rate of approximately 
15% to 30%. A monitoring program was introduced to help 
beekeepers answer the question “Are you bees healthy 
enough to survive the winter?” Beekeeper response to this 
extension program was tremendous. Adequate monitoring 
for Varroa mites and nosema spores in late summer and 
early spring (providing sufficient response time to address 
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Registered Beekeepers    700 beekeepers
Commercial Beekeepers   113 beekeepers 
(with over 500 hives)   
Median size of 113 commercial beekeepers    2000 hives
Beekeepers with 100     Less than 50
to 500 hives  beekeepers
Beekeepers with less than 100 hives     540 beekeepers
Median size of 540 side-line beekeeper  10 hives  
 (less than 100 hives) 

Alberta Beekeeping Industry structure in 2010

problems), combined with appropriate treatment techniques 
that did not rely on one chemical, brought the winterkill 
rate down to historic levels. 

Small-scale beekeepers, those who keep a small number 
of hives as a sideline business, are of critical importance to 
the beekeeping industry. They effectively bring the message 
about the importance of domestic bees to the attention of 
local communities and thus garner support for the industry 
as a whole.   ❀

Ian Farber
3249 Schubert Road, Kamloops, BC V2B 6Y4

Ph: 250-579-8518     
E-mail: ian_farber@telus.net

Does your bee club host 
information or 

education workshops 
throughout the season?

Contact the BCHPA librarian for a list 
of timely videos and DVD’s on a wide range of subjects 

related to keeping healthy honey bees.

West Coast Bee 
Supplies

Bob Fisher
Phone 604-272-1921    Fax 604-272-1928

Email:  bluebob@shaw.ca

Store Address:
9351 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.

Mailing Address:
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5

- Formic Acid
- Oxytet 25
- Bee Pro
- CheckMite

- Apistan Strips
- Fumagilin B
- Menthol Boards
- Hive Boxes
- Bee Suits and much more

All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:
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COWAN 28 FRAME EXTRACTOR for sale, has steam 
uncapper wax spinner honey sump and pump and 1500 lb 
tank with hot water coils in it. Works very well. Phone Tom 
at 250-956-3920.  Located in Port McNeill, BC.

Maxant 'Junior Cappings Spinner'  stainless steel, 
bought brand new 2 seasons ago. $1200 
sweetacreapiaries.ca or call Bill Stagg 250-803-5201.

BARRELS & TOTES FOR SALE 45 Gallon stainless 
steel barrels, food grade, closed top,  with two bungs, $100. 
45 Gallon plastic barrels, food grade,  open top, with lid 
& fastener, $45. 250 Gallon (1000 litres) food grade tote, 
with steel cage,  plastic bottom, $140. Call Jim Curry at 
(250)562-9463 (daytime), (250)967-4580 (evenings). 
Prince George, B.C. 

Barrell transport needed: from Cloverdale to Dawson 
Creek.  $7/drum, there are about 30 drums.  Also: 20 frame 
SS Maxant extractor for sale, $1,000 and 2.5 gallon feed 
pails for sale, $3 each.  old_rifleman@yahoo.ca

Classifieds

To order and for details contact:  
Judy Campbell 
604-856-2125

jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com

NUTRITIONAL 

FACT 

LABELS

BC Honey Producers’ Association

1.5¢

only

each

Per 1 tablespoon (20g)

Amount

Nut r i t ion  Fac tsValeur nutr i t ive       

Not a significant source of saturated fat, trans fat, cholesterol, sodium, fibre, vitamin A, vitamin C, calcium or iron.

Source négligeable de lipides saturés, lipidestrans, cholestérol, sodium, fibres, vitamine A, �vitamine C, calcium et fer.

% Daily Value

0 %
6 %

Pour 1 cuillère à table (20g) 
Teneur % valeur quotidienne
Calories / Calories  60
Fat / Lipides  0 g
Carbohydrates / Glucides  17 g
   Sugars / Sucres  16 g
Protein / Protéines  0 g
    

Rolls of 

2000
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To learn more visit www.nodglobal.com
Want to distribute the 2 pack? give us a call 866.483.2929

Treat with MAQS® No Matter The Size 
of YOUR Beekeeping Operation. 
Dose Sizes Available: 2, 10 & 25

NEW ® 

 2 dose pack!
Introducing the

®

we love bees!

Contains
2 doses

[4 strips]


