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Letter from the editors . . .
Greetings and a belated Happy New Year to everyone!
As we go to press with this issue, many of us are still in
the dead of winter; however the warm weather that has been
prevailing of late makes spring seem not so far off. According
to the latest report from Environment Canada, the milder temperatures should continue, at least until they change their minds
again! Spring is much closer for some of you in the South, and
the diversity of climates here in B.C. reminds me that what
holds true in one particular locale in our province (or even in
one neighborhood, come to that) doesn't mean the same thing
to someone elsewhere, making the many opinions of beekeepers an asset. It is valuable to listen to all of them, and then to
make our own as we go along. As H.W. Tilman noted, if you
apply someone else's 'rules' to your own practice, you might
end up with something rather undesirable, like "...a very curious dish of Vienna sausages which [are] sizzling hot at one
end and frozen at the other - a striking example of the nonconductivity of sausages in high altitudes."
How to make your way through all the different advice and
conflicting sources of information without getting lost in it?
Some might think it best just to keep it simple. But suppose it
weren't such a bad thing to get a little lost, or to lose yourself, as
the case may be, and then figure out the way back? Knowledge
is gained in this way, the hard way; the unexpected journey
provides insight. Rebecca Solnit puts it like this: "That thing
the nature of which is totally unknown to you is usually what
you need to find, and finding it is a matter of getting lost." She
goes on: "Leave the door open for the unknown, the door into
the dark. That's where the most important things come from,
where you yourself came from, and where you will go."

All this to say: be open to sources of knowledge you might
be skeptical of. That's a good way to start the year, and a great
way to bring in the spring. In this issue we have stories of ventures undertaken and knowledge gained (or doors opened to
the possibility). The fine folks down at Campbell's Gold report
about their beekeeping Day Camp for kids, and we have an
update about a Vancouver-based group at work on beekeeping projects in Liberia. We've got a good write-up on Top Bar
Hives, some interesting information about wild bees in B.C.,
and some advice from beekeepers who have many years of
trial and error under their belt, starting points along the way to
discovering what knowledge is most relevant to you. We can
always go a bit further in developing ideas, in partnership with
others or on our own.
May the remainder of winter be kind to you and your bees,
and the beginning of spring come in gently. As always, your
comments and contributions are encouraged and welcome! We
hope to hear from more of you in the year ahead. ❀
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From the President
After the AGM this past fall, there was a symposium in Vancouver dealing with food safety. It was recommended that I
attend this function. Over the last year, I have heard comments
from various beekeepers being hassled by health inspectors in
various areas of the province. To me, and to most health officials, honey is very low risk; however, if you are participating in farmer's markets you do have to comply with the rules.
Honey is federally regulated and therefore comes under CFIA
regulations. In B.C., there are not that many federally inspected
honey houses. You can go online and read all the ins and outs
of what you must do to comply with the regulations (http://
laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/C.R.C.%2C_c._287/index.html).
You can have local inspections if you are not selling outside the province, not importing honey from outside the province or are just selling from the farm gate.
The symposium was very well attended and the participants
represented the complete scope of the food safety industry,
from federal to provincial and local health authorities. There
were a lot of statistics on food borne illnesses, and how packaging, labelling and facilities have changed due to outbreaks
of illness. E. Coli, Listeria and some other issues have played
a big part in this process, and continue to do so. There were
some excellent speakers, some of whom I would recommend
be invited to meetings to educate our members on food safety.
One such group is the Small Food Processors. They put on an
HACCP (Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points) based
program in which you learn to set up a HACCP based food
safety inspection program and the importance of a traceability
system. We are inviting them to the semi-annual in Kamloops
to conduct a seminar on food safety, and it is inexpensive to
do this. Food safety is not going to go away and if we expect
to sell our products, then it is in our best interest to educate
ourselves in this area.
The BCHPA has a liability insurance policy that our members can participate in at a reasonable price, and it is partially
aimed at product liability. To date we have rolled along without any claims in this area, mostly because honey is a low risk
product and beekeepers take pride in their product and how it
is handled. I would expect this to continue; however, I am also
not so naïve as to believe that there is not going to be some responsibility as far as due diligence is concerned. At some point
the insurer could ask what steps we are taking to ensure the
safety of our products. A proactive approach is a wise decision.
A number of years back the BCHPA was faced with the
decision of whether to open the Continental US border to the
importation of queens. I was the CHC representative at that
time, and I asked the Presidents of the provincial associations
if they would attend a meeting to discuss this. The Presidents
of the Associations, the CHC reps from the provinces, the Provincial Apiarists and CFIA attended the meeting that was held
in Kelowna just ahead of our AGM. B.C. and Alberta both contributed $5,000 to hire a mediator to achieve this. The result
was a framework for which protocols were put in place so that
queens could be imported, and it has worked very well to date.
We now face a new crossroads in Canadian beekeeping.
Our provincial association has been invited to Winnipeg to

discuss protocols for the
importation of package
bees from the Continental US. One of the comments that has come up
is: 'well the border has
been closed for twenty
five years - isn’t it time
we reviewed that?' The
BCHPA has not taken
an open vote on whether this is something we
Stan Reist
want or not, however it is
BCHPA President
upon us and we will deal
with it, keeping the best
interests of our beekeepers in mind.
Liz Huxter has almost completed a reasonable sized survey
on the aspects of this proposal and I have asked her to attend
the symposium in Winnipeg on behalf of the BCHPA. Since
we do not have a mandate to open the border to US packages,
the only thing we can do is have input on establishing protocols, and make the wishes of our members known. We can then
bring this information back to the members so that they have
the best information possible, when and if there is a vote on this
issue nationally. There will also be a resolution put forward on
this issue for our next AGM so the members can express their
feelings.
Plans for the Semi-Annual in Kamloops are progressing
slowly; our First Vice has just started a new job in Alberta
and really wants to stay on as First Vice, which the executive
fully supports. Eric will be teaching at Fairview College at the
new beekeeping program; congratulations, Eric! We’re looking at bringing in the Provincial Apiarist from Saskatchewan
to present a talk on self-sustainability, a speaker to talk about
the conflict of chemicals in the hive, and we have been asked
for education on marketing. I will have a busy schedule to Winnipeg for the CHC symposium and also to the Pacific
Agriculture Conference in Abbotsford, immediately after. The
PAC AG Conference is a new marketing venture to promote
beekeeping, with an emphasis on the value of pollination and
how to contact our members in this regard. ❀

Beekeeping Supplies,
Equipment & Glassware
Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
6456 Cowichan Lake Road
PO Box 1491 - Lake Cowichan BC V0R 2G0
250-749-3800
www.thebeestore.com
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Beelines
News from the Ministry of Agriculture
PAUL VAN WESTENDORP, Manager, BCMA Apiculture Program
Nosema in Spring
Nosema disease has been a beekeeping menace for many
years and even more so in recent years as a second, more virulent species, Nosema ceranae, replaced the old Nosema apis.
This specialized fungus or microsporidian, attacks adult honey
bees and impacts the colony especially in the spring. Nosema spores infect the intestinal wall of the honey bee where it
shoots a harpoon-like structure into the intestinal wall to infect
the cells. Similarly to malaria in humans, the infected cells are
‘instructed’ to produce Nosema spores which at some point become so numerous that the cells burst and release the newly
created spores into the gut.
Honey bees store their fecal material during the winter, and
discharge outside on any mild day in winter. With Nosema
spores in their fecal material, the bees often discharge involuntarily in and around the hive. Studies have shown that soiled
comb and frames inside the hive are the prime sources of infection, and that as the spring nears the bees are busy cleaning
combs for the expanding brood. The result is a rapid increase of
Nosema infection among the adult bee population.
Defecation inside the hive and soiled equipment are not
the only factors that facilitate disease development. Research
has also shown that old, wintered worker bees that rejuvenate
their hypopharyngeal glands for producing Royal Jelly and bee
bread, are particularly susceptible to Nosema infection (Fries,
2006). This implication is important because for many years,
beekeepers have used the recommended practice of applying
pollen patties to wintered colonies in early spring. The pollen
diet causes the old, wintered bees to rejuvenate their hypopharyngeal glands and produce food for the expanding brood. The
application of nutritious bee food may stimulate brood rearing
but as a side effect it may also aggravate Nosema infection in
the colony. Beekeepers may want to reassess the practice of
feeding pollen patties to colonies where Nosema disease has
been diagnosed before or where it is suspected to be present.
When in doubt, collect a sample of 30-50 bees in a paper
bag, freeze for several days and mail in a small container to the
Apiculture office in Abbotsford. A quick microscopic diagnosis will indicate the level of Nosema in your bee sample.
Are Antibiotics Hurting Colonies? Nov 2011
In 1996, AFB samples from SFU research colonies were
tested for antibiotic-resistance at the Ministry’s Animal Health
Centre, after SFU staff reported difficulties in controlling the
disease in some of its colonies. Its confirmation proved to be
the first recorded instance of r-AFB in the province, and highlighted the danger of incessant use of antibiotics in beekeeping.
From then on, BC Ministry of Agriculture has no longer recommended the preventative or prophylactic use of antibiotics
in beekeeping.
While oxytetracycline has been highly successful in helping
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beekeepers to control AFB and other brood diseases since its
introduction in the 1950s, as with all medicine and pest control
products, there are always downsides to their application. For
example, oxytatracycline is a broad spectrum veterinary antibiotic impacting not just the bacterium that causes AFB, but
also other microbes - many of which are beneficial to the bee.
Adult bees have an intestinal flora that is essential in the enzymatic breakdown of the coating of pollen grains. Exposure to
oxytetracycline may cause a temporary loss of these beneficial
microbes, resulting in the bees not being able to digest the pollen grains and benefit from the nutrients. According to a recent
study, the negative side effects of antibiotics may also extend to
increased susceptibility of bees to the toxicity of some widelyused farm pesticides.
The online journal PLoS ONE (November 2011) reported
that the researchers, led by David Hawthorne of University
of Maryland, pre-treated healthy honey bees with oxytetracycline, and then exposed the bees to two pesticides that are
commonly used in beehives to control parasitic Varroa mites.
In both cases, the pre-treated bees were much more sensitive
to pesticide exposure than were bees that had not been treated.
The team suspected that oxytetracycline may interact with
specific bee proteins called multiple drug resistance (MDR)
transporters, making them less effective and therefore rendering the bee more at risk to the pesticides. To test this hypothesis, they pre-treated the bees with another drug, verapamil,
which is known to inhibit a particular MDR transporter. These
insects showed increased sensitivity to five different pesticides,
supporting the group's theory that MDR transporters, and specific combinations of independently safe chemicals, may play
an important role in CCD.
Citation: Hawthorne DJ, Dively GP (2011) 'Killing Them
with Kindness? In-Hive Medications May Inhibit Xenobiotic
Efflux Transporters and Endanger Honey Bees'. PLoS ONE
6(11): e26796.
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"I played a heap of snow in
a school play. I was under a
sheet, and crawled out when
spring came. I often say I'll
never reach the same artistic
level again."
- Stellan Skarsgard
Posting Position: Apiary Inspector - Kootenays
Long-time Apiary Inspector Lance Cuthill of the Kootenays, has indicated his wish to retire. This is not the first time
he has expressed this wish; for a number of years, retirement
remained elusive because it was either local beekeepers who
wanted him to stay on, we could not get approval for replacing him, or it was too late in the season. However, this time
we are hoping to find a suitable candidate who will have to fill

some very large shoes. We are seeking applicants with strong
beekeeping experience and knowledge, good communication
skills and an interest to deliver inspection and extension services to the beekeepers of the Kootenays. For details about the
position, qualification requirements and application instructions, please visit our website; www.agf.gov.bc.ca/apiculture
and select “Apiary Inspector – Kootenays”. ❀
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The Beekeeper's Pupil - by Sara George
reviewed by Dianne Wells
The Beekeeper's Pupil by Sara
George was an unexpected reading
pleasure last summer. George chronicles and embellishes 9 years, 17851794, in the life of Francois Huber.
Huber was a Swiss naturalist who became blind at the age of 19, but continued to pursue his burning curiosity
to understand the life of the honey
bee. The story is told through the journal entries of his manservant/assistant Francois Burnens, whom Huber
inspires with his own love of nature.
A high degree of trust and respect develops between the two men, as one
has education and the other has sight.
Together they carry out extensive and
tedious experiments to try and discover how the queen is mated, if workers can lay eggs, what precipitates a
swarm and more. It reminded me how
hard-won the knowledge is that I have taken for granted all
these years. Not knowing about 3/8" bee space necessitates
them to construct 5 'glass hives' before they find the right size

that the bees will build in the middle
of, so that they can be observed from
both sides.
In the real world Huber is famous
for designing the 'leafe' or 'book hive',
and for writing 'Nouvelle Observations sur les Abeilles' which laid the
foundation of our scientific knowledge of honey bee behaviour.
This book is, however, an historical novel, and besides chronicling the
experiments in the beehives, Burnens
relates his observations on family life
from his viewpoint as a servant in the
Hubers' contented household. All
this is set against the turbulent background of the French Revolution.
I found it a wonderful read: a portrait of 18th century life, enhanced
by insights into two amazing men
and one woman (Huber's wife), who
contributed so much to our current
knowledge. The Beekeeper's Pupil
was published in 2002 and can be found in the Okanagan Regional library, so it is likely available in other regions. I highly
recommend it. ❀

Technologies Corporation
Hive Contamination Management
Iotron provides a solution for today’s bee colony problems. Iotron’s treatment program provides
apiculturists with a cost effective and environmentally friendly solution for managing common beehive
contaminants.
Iotron’s electron beam irradiation
processing treatment is proven effective for treating
comb, pollen and wax, Iotron’s processing method
penetrates through materials like an X-ray, yielding
superior results allowing beekeepers to reduce or
eliminate the use of antibiotics and other interventions
in the field.
Iotron’s electron beam irradiation
processing technology is an advanced
tool for working on today’s complex
issues.

Please contact Iotron for more information
Iotron Technologies Corp. 1425 Kebet Way, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838 Fax; 640 945-8827 Email Iotron@iotron.com Website www.iotron.com
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From the UBC Research Lab
Happy New Year all! In the last edition of BeesCene I told you about a new
project we have started in collaboration
with Steve Pernal, Liz Huxter, Heather
Higo, Rob Currie and others to develop
new tools for IPM in bees. We are in the
midst of analyzing data from last summer’s work and are planning a huge selective breeding project for this coming
summer, so there are not too many results
to report on that front. Perhaps I will take
the opportunity to explain what we’re
planning to do in the project though.
You may recall that there are two major foci, marker-assisted selective breeding and RNA interference (RNAi). As
the RNAi work will come later, I will
leave that topic for a later discussion too.
I have spoken and written about markerassisted selective breeding a few times
over the past few years but I will review
our plans here. For the past three years
we have been trying to identify molecules that we can use to diagnose whether a colony will be hygienic or whether
it will exhibit Varroa-sensitive hygiene
(VSH). We have some candidate molecules that we believe will allow us to
do that so this past summer we collected
bee samples from many of you, as well
as your contemporaries in AB, SK and
MB. At the same time we measured the
levels of hygiene and VSH in those colonies. In about one month we will know
how well the levels of our molecules correlate with hygiene and VSH, and in May
we will take the most hygienic colonies
and cross-breed them. We will then look
at the levels of our candidate molecules
in the offspring from those crosses, selecting those that have the highest levels

for a further round of breeding. The offspring from those will then be put into
field trials to test how well they perform
at honey production, pollination and other economic measures, as well as whether they are able to survive disease. Here’s
to hoping that they show improved survival and at least as good economic production!
Research from the rest of the world
I was just sitting down trying to decide
what to write about for this section when
the ‘zombie bees’ headlines hit the news,
so I couldn’t resist! Once again, the attention of the public has been captured
by sometimes outlandish reports of a previously unknown infection of bees that
has, appropriately or not, been linked to
Colony Collapse Disorder. A group from
San Francisco [Core et al., (2012) A new
threat to honey bees, the parasitic phorid fly Apocephalus borealis. PLoS One
7.1:e29639] is reporting that they have
detected a fly that can parasitize honey
bees and cause them to behave like zombies. They did not actually use the term
‘zombie’ in their scientific article, thankfully, but in interviews with the press the
authors likened the behaviour to that of a
zombie. However the bees are behaving,
it is perhaps not too surprising that they
found this fly in honey bees since it is
a known parasite of bumble bees. In the
experiments reported, the authors state
that when the flies infect honey bees,
the bees tended to leave the colony at
night, strange behaviour for sure. About
seven days after infection, eggs that the
flies laid inside the bees would hatch
and kill the bees. Certainly on the sur-

supplies &
education

Serving Vancouver and the lower mainland
We offer: Arataki Packages, Nucs, tools,
clothing, frames, educational courses
and so much more!!

face, this would appear to be a serious
issue since they found these flies in 77%
of apiaries tested. If this fly is jumping
over from bumble bees, as seems likely,
such a high prevalence is not too surprising since bumble bees are spread across
North America. What is hidden in these
numbers is that the actual number of
colonies and bees infected is likely extremely low, and since there is as yet no
evidence that the fly can jump from one
honey bee to another, I do not believe
we’re looking at the next Varroa mite
here. However, what this does highlight
is the importance of continued research
into emerging and re-emerging diseases
of bees since the sooner we know about
something like this, the sooner we can
re-direct resources towards fighting it. ❀

Van and
Isle
Apiaries
Bee Products
NUCS • QUEENS
PACKAGES

Pick-up locations:
Abbotsford, Burnaby, Richmond,
Tsawwassen, Vancouver and Whistler
www.urbanbeesupplies.ca
info@urbanbeesupplies.ca
778-990-2176

Leonard Foster, BSc, PhD
Photo by Brian Hawkes, Genome BC

We Ship
Everywhere!

Grant Stringer
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Tel 250-652-9834 Fax 250-665-6121
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3
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Junior Beekeepers Day Camp
by Mike and Judy Campbell
The Junior Beekeepers Day Camp at Campbell's Gold Honey Farm & Meadery, held July 18-22 2011, was the second
year in a row that we offered this program, which is dedicated
to introducing some young folks to what it would be like to
become a beekeeper.
Following the first Day Camp in 2010, one junior beekeeper
pursued starting his own hive, and a second junior beekeeper
was hired to assist at the Campbell's Gold Honey Farm on a
casual basis.
Mike Campbell, a former highschool teacher, and Judy
Campbell, a former federal public servant, have graduate degrees in learning and leadership, and believe that introducing
children and teens to beekeeping is essential both for creating
interest in beekeeping at a young age, but also to educate kids
about how essential bees are to the food supply.
Six boys and one girl participated in the 2011 Day Camp.
Most had not been exposed to beekeeping before the camp.
Most were between the ages of 10 to 14. Alexander and Jack
from Ottawa were visiting family in the local area, and took
advantage of their visit to attend the Day Camp. Likewise,
Benjamin and Bristol from Alaska, also visiting family in the
local area, joined the group; their Grandpa is a former beekeeper. Elliot, Richard, and Rubie, the remainder of the kids
who joined us, are all B.C. residents.
We recognized that each participant would have a different
level of confidence when working with the bees, and that it
was important to be aware of this and be able to provide each
participant with what they needed.
The outline for the Day Camp was created using the concept of active and experiential learning and the curriculum was
based on learning materials provided by both the Canadian
Honey Council website, and the USA National Honey Board
Grade 4-6 curriculum entitled "The Honey Files". Major topics
included honey bee biology (life cycle, comparing them with
similar insects, bee stings, etc.); honey bee society (bee communication/dance, pheromones, what bees eat, etc.); the hive–

the honey bee’s home; pollination; honey production, recipes
and beehive products; and who beekeepers are.
This skills-based beekeeping camp introduced participants
to building bee equipment, actively working and observing live
beehives, finding the queen and understanding what a brood
chamber is, as well as being involved in honey collection.
They learned about the different roles that bees perform in and
around the hive....and who does all of the work in the hive!!!!

Benjamin, Richard and Elliot making candles.

New Zealand

New
Zealand
Packaged
Honey Bees

Packaged
Honeybees
Direct from
Kintail Honey on the North Island
of New
Zealand
Direct
from
Kintail Honey on the North Island
of New Zealand
Queens
1 kg cartons

1 kg cartons

We also supply Queens
Queens
from both New Zealand

We
supply Queens
and also
Hawaii.
from New Zealand

Order early

• Pick-up or delivery
to avoid disappointment!
• With or without Queens

ubie le ander and Bristol rela ing after e tracting
tering and bottling their honey.
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• February and March 2012 availability
• Pick-up
orfor
delivery
Call
pricing and availability
• With or without Queens
Scandia Honey
403-362-3951
Call for pricing
and availability

Scandia Honey 403-362-3951
scandiahoney@scandiahoney.com

The kids extracted, filtered, bottled
and labeled their own honey. They made
beeswax candles (rolled, dipped and
molded), prepared healthy honey snacks,
and maintained a personal journal about
their experiences.
Each participant had a manual of information and activity sheets they completed throughout the week, recipes, and
a bibliography to take away from the
camp with them.
The Day Camp was 5 days in length.
Monday through Thursday were full
days with each morning starting at 9:00
and the day finishing by 4:00. On Friday, the final day, camp participants
completed their review of the week and
then joined the Campbells in a wrap up
barbeque. The kids then finalized their
presentations for the afternoon session.

Jack's presentation on bee society
and communication on Day 5.
what products bees make and how these
are used in everyday life), and the third
was the problem hunter (investigating
the problems bees are facing).
All participants enjoyed the experience and received a certificate of completion at the end of the day camp. We

Rubie's presentation on bee biology
on day 5.
Parents, family, and friends were invited to join the afternoon session so that
the students could become the teachers;
they provided an overview of what they
learned throughout the week, as well as
light refreshments which included some
of their favourite
honey recipes, tried
earlier in the week.
Day Camp participants also presented an infomercial on pollination.
One of the kids
was the moderator and three others
made up the panel.
Of these three, one
was the pollinator
(describing the role bees play in pollination), one was the producer (identifying

Judy Campbell
graduation day.

and

Rubie

on

plan to continue offering this program
during the summer; check our website
for details if you or someone you know
might be interested in joining us! ❀

Benjamin, Elliot, Richard, and Bristol.
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Canadian Honey Council Report
Let's define the problem before discussing the options.
The Canadian Honey Council
(CHC) will have had their General
Meeting and Symposium on Honey
Bee Risk Management in Winnipeg, January 24-28. In preparation
by Gerry McKee
CHC representative for these meetings, board members
for British Columbia and provincial representatives gathered data and information from various stakeholders in their regions, to explore options that would
improve our industry's sustainability. In British Columbia, the
Queen Breeders and Producers initiated a survey amongst their
members for input on improving domestic stock productivity,
as well as the impact of importation of queens and packages.
The CHC recently passed along two reports providing
background information on two topics which usually prompt
discussion - the increasing loss of colonies and poor profit returns. The Canadian Association of Professional Apiculturists
(CAPA) Statement on Honey Bee Losses in Canada of 2011
declared last year's national average loss (excluding Alberta)
to be 30.9%. Before the Varroa parasite invaded Canada in the
mid-1980s, winter losses were about 15%, so this is a 100%
increase. In Ontario, the province with the highest rate of loss

Is Your Honey Pure?
Werner Gysi has kept bees for over 30
years applying a holistic approach, using
timed management instead of chemicals,
antibiotics, treatments, etc.

For more information look for
Werner Gysi's book:

Harmonic Farming:
Bees

at 43%, it is surprising to learn that only 50.8% of responding
beekeepers reported monitoring for Varroa mites. The Ontario
surveys also revealed no relationship between Varroa treatment
methods, treatment dates and rates of loss. Similarly, there
was no difference among wintering mortality levels of colonies
treated for Nosema diseases and colonies not treated. However, Ontario has a vibrant bee breeder industry and a well established “in province” replacement system so that importation of
bees is not essential in sustaining their industry. This situation
does not exist in all regions of Canada where some beekeepers
assume the importation of bees to be a less costly option than
developing a replacement system which would give greater
self-reliance.
Members of CAPA have been actively monitoring the status
of honey bee health across Canada and are sharing information with CHC as well as with researchers in the United States
where losses last year were 30% of colonies. Additional details
of CAPA's report can be found on the CAPA website.
The second report CHC passed along was the economic
study by Ms. Lina Urbisci of the University of Guelph (2010)
NSERC - CANPOLIN Beekeeping Survey Report: Findings,
Implications and Recommendations. Ms Urbisci's findings
provide important considerations for anyone seriously planning to pursue beekeeping as a business. This paper specifically
investigates how size and level of diversification of Canadian
honey bee operations are interrelated and how profits are affected.
Ms. Urbisci found the variation in size of apiaries did not
account for changes in profit but it was the number of products
and services offered by the apiary that explained profit variations. Furthermore, there was no significant relationship detected between the level of diversification and the size of beekeeping operation. Her recommendations include facilitating
business diversification to create professional associations for
specific activities such as breeding, commercial pollination and
forming partnerships with related grower groups. Policy initiatives should focus on making equipment and training available
to beekeepers wanting to diversify or expand their operations.
My report on CHC's Annual General Meeting will be given
at our Association's Semi-Annual Meeting in Kamloops on
March 17th. Current projects include Canadian Bee Industry
Security, Quality and Traceability (C-BISQT), the National
Biosecurity survey, Labour issues, Canadian Food Inspection
Agency's Regulation review (eg. Labeling), New Zealand Import protocols and reports on new miticide trials in the prairies
using Hop Guard, Mite-Away Quick Strips and Thymovar. ❀

at www.goolymooly.com
Available at independent bookstores,
Chapters, Indigo and Coles
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Honey
Equipment
Bees

Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.
✧ New & Used beekeeping equipment
✧ Honey
✧ Ezyloaders (Beekeeper Model 300 now available)
Ph: 204 662 4401 Fax: 204 662 4547
Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com

Day of the H
oney
Bee
May 29,
2012
The Day of the Honey Bee is becoming
a national day of celebration of the value
of honey bees to pollination and food
production. Many beekeepers, clubs,
farmers markets and retail honey outlets
are hosting special events, putting up
displays and presenting information and
activities that help to educate the public
about bee-haviour and bee-friendly
gardening and agricultural practices.

Your First Choice
For Healthy Bees

The BCHPA has produced a brochure
that can be handed out at your event.
It is available by contacting Pauline at
treasurer@bcbeekeepers.com or you can
download it from the website
www.bcbeekeepers.com
(free brochure but there is a shipping and
handling charge).
Please ask your local club to get involved
with events on the weekend preceding
Day of the Honey Bee, get your local
municipality or regional district to proclaim
Day of the Honey Bee (draft suggested
proclamation is available on the website),
or include information with your retail
sales.

FUMAGILIN – B
OXYTET–25 • FOUL BROOD MIX
APISTAN/CHECKMITE+
FORMIC ACID • BEE-REPEL
SAFETY EQUIPMENT FOR OXALIC ACID
OPTIMISER APPLICATOR FOR O.A.
BEE SHAKERS

From Bee Supply Dealers or
Medivet Pharmaceuticals Ltd.
4 - 55 - 9th Avenue S.E.
High River, Alberta T1V 1E6
Telephone 403-652-4441 Fax 403-652-3692

info@medivet.ca

www.medivet.ca
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Keeping Up - So Far...
Reprinted with permission from Catch the Buzz
As warm temperatures due to climate change encroach winter, bees and plants keep pace. An analysis of bee collection
data over the past 130 years shows that spring arrives about 10
days earlier than in the 1880s, and bees and flowering plants
have kept pace by arriving earlier in lock-step. The study also
found that most of this shift has occurred since 1970, when the
change in mean annual temperature has increased most rapidly,
according to Bryan Danforth, Cornell professor of entomology,
who co-authored a study published the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (Dec. 5, 2011.)
“It’s an illustration of how valuable our natural history collections are at Cornell, even if you don’t know in advance how
these collections might be used,” says Danforth. Lead author
Ignasi Bartomeus and senior author Rachael Winfree are both
entomologists at Rutgers University.
Although the triggers for bee spring emergence are unknown, bees may simply be cued to emerge when temperatures
rise above a threshold over a number of days, but “if climate
change accelerates the way it is expected to, we don’t know if
bees will continue to keep up,” says Danforth.
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Co-authors include researchers from the American Museum
of Natural History, University of Connecticut, and York University in Canada. Jason Gibbs, a Cornell postdoctoral associate, conducted and supervised a team of undergraduates entering bee data at Cornell.
This research was funded by the National Science Foundation and the American Museum of Natural History. ❀

Early
New Zealand
packages
Vancouver Island
and the Gulf Islands
Sunshine Coast.

FLYING DUTCHMAN

BEE SUPPLIES • PACKAGES • NUCS AND QUEENS

Vancouver Island Pollination Services

6124 Metral Dr., Nanaimo BC V9T 2L6
1-877-390-6890 Phone 250-390-2313
Fax 250-390-5180
E-mail: flydutch@telus.net Stan & Cheryl Reist
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with Lance Cuthill, Bee Inspector

This column is a place where all beekeepers are encouraged to both ask
questions and give answers. It has been said that if you ask three beekeepers
a question, you will get four different answers, so readers will have to take
answers under careful consideration. Beekeepers are encouraged to respond
to answers when their thoughts may differ.
Please send questions and responses to the editor at BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com.
Names will not be printed in order to protect the innocent.

Q:

What is the best way to deal
with wax moths?

A:

When dealing with the wax
moth, there are really two issues:
prevention and cure. Prevention is
simply not allowing the wax moth
to get into your stored supers. I have
used newspaper between the supers and ensured that cracks, holes
and poorly fitted lids and bottoms
are sealed. I suspect the newspaper ink has acted as a repellant while the paper between each super has acted as barrier.
The cure, once the wax moth has got into your stored frames,
can be as simple as putting the supers back on to strong colonies before your comb has been totally destroyed. Where this
is not practical, freezing temperatures are effective in controlling wax moth. Mother nature's deep freeze (winter) does work
and so does the family freezer. The temperature and length of
exposure to freezing temperatures does matter. For me, a week
in the family deep freeze has eliminated the wax moth problem
but not necessarily the spousal objection to using the freezer
for wax moth control. Note: the wax moth is not totally the beekeepers enemy. It does a fine job of cleaning up old, diseased
combs that otherwise would find their way back onto healthy
bees.

Q:
A:

Why do I have to register my
apiary site?

The simple answer is: you
must register your apiary site because it’s a requirement of the Bee
Act of British Columbia. However, as with most of our laws, there
are reasons for such legislation. In
this case, the principle reason is the control of infectious diseases e.g.
American Foul Brood. The BC Ministry of Agriculture maintains an apiary inspection service with bee inspectors who assist beekeepers with prevention and control of disease. This
service depends upon knowing the locations of all apiary sites
where honey bees are kept.

Q: Can I get farm status if
A:

I have honey bees?

This is a complex question that will require a lot more information than can be provided in a short answer. Readers are
advised to consult their local
taxation office for more information. Simply put, farm
status allows for benefits
(e.g. lower tax rates, use of
purple gas) for those who
own agricultural land which
produces a fixed minimum
of income. This simple fact
is complicated when honey
bees gather income product on land not owned by the beekeeper. Before applying for farm status for a beekeeping operation,
it would be wise to do your research.

Q: What plants should I grow in my garden for the bees?
A: While our garden used to produce only vegetables in neatly

planted rows, it is now a multipurpose piece of ground in which
fewer and less neat rows of potatoes and carrots have now been
overtaken by honey bee friendly plants. No
doubt, there are many more, but Borage, Sunflowers, Poppies, Mint, Asters and of course
our raspberries provide the bees with nectar
and ourselves with a place to enjoy watching
the bees at work. The honey production from
just our garden flowers is really insignificant,
but our
pleasure at seeing 10 bees in one double poppy plant is huge. ❀

Questions Needing Answers
Q:
Q:

Do I need a legal label to sell honey in a farmer's market?
Is there such a thing as overfeeding my bees with sugar
syrup?

Q: What is the Bee Inspector's job?
Q: Should I use plastic foundation?
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Things I Think I Know
by Lew Truscott, Creston, B.C.
It has been suggested that if you ask
three beekeepers how to manage bees,
you will get four different answers. Having been involved in beekeeping for better than a half-century, some of the following “Things I Think I Know” may be
part of the fourth answer.
Royal Jelly
Professor Gordon Townsend of
Guelph University, at the Bee Masters
Course in 1958, advised that he had observed an assistant beekeeper in the University beeyard eating the Royal Jelly
from queen cells they were cutting out.
This young man had M.S. and took time
off occasionally to receive blood transfusions, but on checking the records, it was
noted and supported by the young man
that he had gone an unusually long time
since the last transfusion. Due to this
situation, Townsend found an individual
in the U.K. who agreed to research Royal
Jelly. In time it was reported that Royal
Jelly contained some of the basic elements of the “Miracle Drugs”, and that
if Royal Jelly was introduced at the same
time as cancer cells, the cancer cells did
not develop. One wonders how many
M.S. and cancer patients might have
been helped over the last 53 years.
Fumagilin – “Fumidil –B”
Dr. Basil Furgala stated in 1960 that
while stationed in Ottawa, he had carried out research on Fumadil, but his supervisor gave the report to the industry
incorrectly. What the error was, I don't
know, but it could have been that Fumadil does not kill Nosema, and that it
only protects young bees from infection.
This fact doesn't appear to be generally
understood from what I have noted. His
solution was to introduce treatment as
soon as possible, and for fall treatment,
he placed two empty frames in the middle of the second brood chamber prior
to feeding treated syrup. In this way, the
bees are in constant and early contact
with the central storage.
Packages
Simple and successful introduction of
packages requires the liberal use of sugar syrup and direct release of the queen.
Packages must be sprayed (not painted)
heavily and completely with syrup. Drop
package firmly to remove cluster from
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feeder tin, spray both sides, kick package over and spray side, kick it the other
way and spray again.
Remove frames 4, 5 and 6 from a
9-frame brood chamber and shake bees
onto floor board. Fill queen cage with
syrup, then pull off the screen and flip
the wet queen onto the pile of wet bees.
Slowly replace frames, allowing bees to
climb up the frames to prevent crushing.
Place feed, place entrance reducer, and
cover.
Check in four days and space frames.
The queen should start laying 48 hours.
The package can be installed at mid-day,
with no bees or queen in the air. “Flying
bees can be lost bees” but a flying queen
is a disaster.
Swarming
Swarms can normally be shaken into
the brood chamber, box, or bag and removed in the evening. Swarms on tree

trunks, buildings and equipment can
be marched in. Make a bridge with a
board from the swarm to the entrance
of the brood chamber, placing a handful
of bees at the entrance. They will open
their scent glands and lure in the swarm;
a sight to behold! Use bare hands with
fingers together and you will become a
hero to onlookers.
Making Increases
Day 1: Mark strong double-brood
chamber units, and in the evening move
them to a yard that is at least 3 miles
away. Place 3 brood chambers (top and
bottom) adjacent to each moved colony
(a unit).
Day 2: At break of day, spread brood
frames evenly among each unit of 4 including feed, and cover hives. Go home
for a “short” breakfast. Return to the yard
and smoke each unit of 4. 3 of them will
roar (these will be queenless) and one
will be quiet (this will be queenright). Go
home for a second cup of coffee. Return
and requeen.
Finding Queens
Eggs should indicate the area where
the queen is, and if not, separate brood
chambers. 10 minutes later, smoke them.
One will roar; the queen is in the other
one. If unsuccessful, temporarily divide
and smoke, and then search.
Entrance Restriction
Honey bees evaporate excess moisture in nectar by fanning fresh air in from
one side of the entrance, while fanning
moisture-laden air out the other side.
Therefore, restriction of the entrance
should be in the middle of the entrance,
leaving openings on both sides.

New and Used
Storage Tanks for
Honey,
Liquid Sucrose
and more!
We do custom plastic manufacturing and repairs.

Twin Maple Industrial Tanks
Abbotsford, BC
Phone: (604) 854-6776 Toll Free: (800) 663-8898 Fax: (604) 854-3223
E-mail: garry@tmitanks.com
www.tmitanks.com

The Honey Flow
The honey flow is indicated by frosting on the top bars; otherwise hold the frame flat and shake, and flight into the entrance is more purposeful.
Supering
A large area is required by honey bees to store and separate
excess moisture. Be early rather than late to add supers - “Give
them room to stand.”
Materials That Should Be Tested
Copper Gluconate: Advertised years ago as Happy Hive
Salts by Bickerstaffs Honey, U.K. - ¾ cup – 10 gallons heavy
syrup – 3 applications a week a part. The recommended nutritional requirement for a healthy adult is 2 to 3 mg per day.
To bees, it is a dietary supplement, but it can't be tolerated by
mites.
Bleach for Nosema: 1 capful bleach per gallon of light syrup
sprayed or doused twice with one week spread. (Fall application).

In the spring,
I have counted 136
different kinds of weather
inside of 24 hours.
- Mark Twain

HELLO B.C. HONEY PRODUCERS!
We are looking for a company(s) or individual(s) on the
mainland that would like to distribute D&G products.
Bees ‘n Glass on the Island (250) 749-3800 or Two Bees Apiary
(778) 237-8711 carry our products. Local clubs can buy as a
group to offset shipping costs.

NEW 4”
HONEY
DIPPERS

2
PANEL
BEAR

DON’T FORGET!

Honeycomb Printed Caps
Available in 82mm, 70mm
and 58mm

Awesome for
smaller jars,
weddings, gifts.
We also carry
a 6” dipper.

NEW FLOWER CAPS
Available in 82mm, 70mm
and 58mm

CALL US FOR ALL
YOUR PACKAGING NEEDS!
D&G supports

jenny@dominiongrimm.ca

Canadian manufacturers!

1 877 676 1914 www.dominiongrimm.ca

Bleach for Chalkbrood: Douse or spray 3 times – one week
intervals.
Survivability
All of the approximately 40 beekeepers that attended the
2011 AGM in Vancouver experimented with wintering their
bees in 2010-2011. Some were successful, having a 4-5%
loss, yet the information was never divulged or discussed. The
Provincial Apiarist, Executive of the BCHPA, and the Canadian Honey Council must share the blame for failing to note
the value and knowledge of beekeepers. Failure to obtain this
information, to evaluate it, compare procedures and to make
recommendations to the industry is an expensive oversight.
There is a possibility that the successful procedure would
be: Formic Acid, administered in early September, followed by
Oxalic Acid, fumed in November – December. Formic applied
using Mite-Gone pads and possibly double applications of Oxalic Acid. ❀

Round comb section
equipment and
Sundance pollen traps.
Contact your dealer for supplies.

Ross Rounds, Inc.
PO Box 11583 • Albany NY 12211-0583
T: 1-518-370-4989 • F: 1-518-381-6370
www.rossrounds.com

BCHPA Certified Producer Program
The Certified Producer program is designed to assist
BCHPA members sell their products by providing
special labeling that customers will come to recognize
as representing high quality honey, exclusively
produced by local beekeepers.
Certified Producer:
Registered
Producers Only:
Labels can now
be purchased
separately
$0.02 each
for the lid seal
and $0.02
each for the
100% BC hex label
or $0.03 for both.
All labels are in rolls of 2,000.
Lid seals are now individually numbered for lot tracking.
You can apply to the program
by downloading the application form from the
BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.com
Or contact: Judy Campbell
2595 Lefeuvre Road, Abbotsford, BC V4X 1L5
Email: jwcampbell@telus.net
Tel: 604-856-2125
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Honey Bee Business Development in Liberia
In the last issue of BeesCene, we were introduced to Vancouver based Universal Outreach Foundation (UOF) and its
goals to train and support beekeepers in West Africa. In this
issue we have an update on their progress in developing a
beekeeping program for the communities that they work in.
by Kent Bubbs Jr.
For the past 6 years UOF has been working in Liberia,
West Africa with a focus on infrastructure and community
development. We have built 2 schools, installed and rehabilitated 8 wells and introduced other organizations into communities to help with agricultural projects.
At the end of last year we had time to reflect and ask ourselves whether we are truly serving the needs of the Liberian
people. It brought us to the question: 'what is the number
one thing that the Liberian people ask of us?' Jobs was on
the top of the list. We didn’t want to create jobs that would
not be there once we left, so we started to look at the local
marketplace to see if there was a sustainable niche we could
focus on.

The crew in Ganta, Liberia, with honey in hand.
This brought us to the honey industry. Before the Liberian
civil war the honey industry was vibrant and healthy. This latest war, lasting from 1990-2004, devastated not only the honey
industry but the country as a whole. Liberian people struggle in
every facet of their lives: education, health care, agriculture, industry and small business. It is predominantly a hand-to-mouth
economy with a long way to go before the Liberian people will
be able to rest at night, knowing they have a stable income to
provide for themselves and the ones they love.
UOF is dedicated to helping the Liberian people to be able
to make the step from development to independence by focusing on job creation - specifically, job creation in the honey
production and beekeeping sector. We are working with a local organization that operates two programs: the West Africa
Initiative (WAI) and Liberia Pure Honey. WAI is their not for
profit arm, and focuses on best practices and farmer training
in new technologies pertaining to beekeeping, while their for
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Beekeeper in Ganta with hive.
profit business, Liberia Pure Honey (LPH), guarantees a set
price for honey at fair market value and takes care of the processing, packaging, marketing and sales. The hope is, at some
point in the future, that the not for profit side of the organization will be absorbed by the business, and both will be able to
function as one entity.
We recently traveled to the center of honey production in Liberia, a village by the name of Ganta, in Nimba County. While
there we visited the local beekeepers, and an interesting fact
that came out of this visit is that every farmer talked about not
having the ability to sell their honey in bulk. They harvest in
February, March, April and May but it takes them all year to
sell their honey. What this means is that the honey is not able
to provide the farmer with enough cash at one time to buy new
tools and seeds, send kids to school, or buy more hives. The
aim of Liberia Pure Honey is to provide these farmers with
the opportunity to sell their honey in bulk right at the time of
extraction, by sending an extraction technician to the farmer;
they can then extract the honey, measure and pay for it on the
spot. Liberia Pure Honey also makes beekeeping supplies, so at
this point the farmer can decide to buy new hives to expand his
business, keep all the money, or do a bit of both.
UOF is looking at business ideas which have long and complex supply chains, that will positively affect a large number of
people. The honey industry should be able to create income for
all involved: the beekeeper, the carpenter that makes the hives,
the tailor that makes the beekeeping suits, the storekeeper that
sells the fabric and thread for the tailor, the miller that cuts the
wood for the hives, the transportation industry for moving the
honey around, the people who process and pack the honey and
everything in between. It is our hope that by using a business
model, sustainable jobs will be created and financial independence will be achieved.
For any further information you can visit our web site at
"http://www.universaloutreachfoundation.org
or phone us at:
Kent Bubbs Jr. 011 231 777 92 4002 (Liberia)
604 922 0495 (Canada) ❀

Kenyan Top Bar Hives
Note: in the last issue of BeesCene, our Provincial Apiculturalist made some recommendations in regards to these type of
hives. Herein lies a bit of a rebuttal from a beekeeper who has
had a good experience with them so far, and wanted to share
what he has learned.
by Garret Wilkinson
What are they good for? Absolutely Bees!
Over the last several years the Kenyan Top Bar Hive
(KTBH) has become a hive of choice by a growing number of
beekeepers, many of whom are brand new to beekeeping. So
why are people attracted to this type of hive in the first place?
My guess is that it appears to be a relatively 'natural' way to
keep bees, as this type of hive allows them to build their combs
as they wish - without any barriers. What could be better for
the bees? Some may believe or have heard that bees kept in
KTBH’s have fewer health issues, because this type of hive allows the bees to be in a more natural state. I’m not sure where
this misinformation comes from, but in reality it doesn’t make
a difference which hive type you use, the pests are just as happy
either way.
My reasons for choosing the
KTBH were mostly to do with
why I wanted bees in the first
place, cost and ease of construction. First, I wanted honey
bees for the simple purpose
of pollinating our fruit trees
and berries. Honey was not
important as it is a stretch for
us to consume more than five
pounds of honey per year, but I
have found that honey production from my KTBH’s is more
than expected. I have worked
a conventional hive and do see the overwhelming benefits of
this hive for the commercial industry, and believe that they are
indispensable in that setting. My attention is on the backyard
beekeeper who has no need to run their hive like they’re in a
commercial operation, with maximum honey production.
The backyard/urban beekeeper who has only a few hives has
the advantage that they can micro-manage their hives to control
pests such as the Varroa mite, thus reducing the need for chemical treatments, that in themselves can have negative effects on

the bees. I think it very unlikely that a large commercial operation has the opportunity to run their bees like a backyard
beekeeper can due to sheer volume and economics. It makes
no sense to compare apples to oranges so I won’t get into that
other than to say pests are not hive dependent but management
can make a difference.
The purpose in writing this article is to give a perspective
from a lower mainland KTBH beekeeper explaining some of
the benefits and pitfalls of this type of hive. I think there are a
number of reasons why one would choose one hive type over
another and this should be left to the individual to decide - it
is good to have choices! I have been running KTBH’s for five
years so I have picked up a bit of knowledge on the workings of
this type of hive through hands on experience and observation,
as well as independent study of some literature and information on the internet. There was of course a huge learning curve
during the first couple of years, being completely new to bees.
So how does a new beekeeper learn and get started with their
KTBH if this is the direction they have decided on? Finding a
mentor is the logical thought but where do you find the right
one? When I started I did not know or hear of anyone keeping
bees in KTBH’s near me, so I was basically on my own other
than what I could pick up from the internet. The internet is a
great source of information but be careful as much of what you
will read may not apply to your location with some advice that
could very well be incorrect. A local conventional beekeeper
that is willing to give advice is another very good option as the
basic bee principles are the same no matter which hive type
you are using. For me I found that it didn’t matter how much
I read about beekeeping, it was the hands on experience and
observation of live bees that helped make sense of what I had
read. There are courses around the province which deal with
conventional hives that I would highly recommend signing up
for. It would at the very least be a good introduction to the bees
and what you would be facing once you get yours.
Construction can be from free scrap material or new material bought from a lumber yard. Even with new material a KTBH
with a volume equal to three deeps can be knocked together
for a fraction of what a complete three deep conventional hive
costs, without the need of complicated woodworking skills and
tools. I would add that it is always best to start with more than
one hive. Two is a minimum. There are companies manufacturing KTBH’s so they can be bought, however they are as costly
as a conventional hive when acquired this way, and really, do
you know if their hives are designed to be suitable in your location? Some aren’t.
Michael Bush from Southeastern Nebraska has a very functional and simple to build KTBH design that anyone can follow and put together with very little effort. Check his web site
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at http://www.bushfarms.com/beestopbarhives.htm. The whole site is packed
with excellent and informative information on all aspects of beekeeping. Also,
Phil Chandler from the UK has a nice
hive design with a 44 page free PDF file
containing detailed instructions on how
to build a KTBH at http://www.biobees.
com/forum/. Michael's KTBH is barebones, nothing fancy about it; Phil's has
a little more complexity to it. Both report that their KTBH bees prosper and
overwinter well in their localities. My
preference, if I was to make any changes
to their designs, would be to increase
dimensions so combs with a greater
surface area could be built by the bees;
closer to an area of comb that equates to
the amount a deep frame holds.
So you have your KTBH, now what!
Next I will give you a few pointers that I
think are very important to keep in mind
when running a KTBH, that will keep
your hive in order for easy workability.
Natural comb bee space is different than
foundation comb bee space. It is not the
space between the combs that is different, that rule holds true. It is how the
combs are laid out by the bee that is different. This is the biggest challenge that
any beekeeper, new or experienced, will
have when dealing with natural comb.
It isn’t that this is an issue for the bees.
It’s natural to them and it doesn’t have to
be an issue for the beekeeper as long as
they know what is going on in the hive
and why it’s happening. I’m not talking
about cross combing which is defined as
combs crossing two or more top bars. I’ll
get to that later.
When bees build natural comb they
can very easily, depending on the time
of year, hive population and intensity of
flow, make a big fat mess for the beekeeper. How this comes about is very dependent on the first fully built out comb.
If you are already running KTBH’s you
will understand how the bees will naturally build their combs outward from a
central comb. Each comb moving away
from the center will be slightly smaller,
until the newest comb being built is the
smallest outside comb. At this stage,
because you have used the best comb
guides possible on your top bars, you
can inspect each individual comb by lifting the bars and their combs out of the
hive. All combs should be built along the
guides, which is necessary and as you
expected. However, this is where the
bees can catch you off guard if you don’t
keep an eye on things: an issue can start
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between the first fully built out comb and
the next comb being built, if this next
one is not completely built out across the
length of the top bar. The upper outside
cells of the fully drawn out comb, not
being covered, allow the bees to overextend the cell walls on those cells because
the next partially built comb does not
cover them. This causes a barrier, which
would restrict cell wall extension. Because of the bee space rule, this causes
the bees to curve the unfinished comb off
of the guide as they construct this comb,
over the previously finished comb with
its overextended cells, to maintain the
bee space. If left unchecked, each of the
combs that previously appeared to be
following the guides will be finished off

Shows a comb that has been offset to
the left of the guide.

Shows how an offset comb could
encroach onto the next bar over and
the need to add a spacer.
with their ends curving off the guides,
and progressively becoming worse with
each comb. The curving can range from
slight to severe; the comb ends can curve
over and attach to the adjoining top bar,
and this will only get worse if the beekeeper does not intervene. It is essential
to be able to remove and inspect individual combs!
A side note: the bees will only extend
the cell walls of cells that are being used

Shows how much the bees can extend the cell walls if given the room.
View is of the top; note how perfectly
straight the mid-rib of the comb is.
This one is 2.5" thick.
for and filled with open nectar if there is
extra space between combs. I have seen
honey combs up to 2 1/2” thick when
given the space.
The good thing is it is a very easy
thing to fix, as long as you catch it in
time! You simply need to reposition the
leading edge of the partially built combs
to follow the guide. You will need to
shave the cell wall depths back that have
been overextended on the fully built out
comb enough so that the uncompleted
comb can track along the comb guide
as the bees build it out, leaving proper
bee space between. At times you may
find the offending comb is curved off the
guide to the point that it is best to just
cut the offending portion of that comb
right out so that the newer unfinished
comb can track along its guide properly.
Early intervention is vital, as once these
combs are built out fully you can not go
back to the first offending comb and expect to fix the remaining combs without
major surgery. Your opportunity is with
the first fully built out comb going in the
direction your bees are building the nest
and the partially built out combs. This is
where you can make a difference.
Next I will talk about the problem
of cross combing. Your goal is to avoid
this situation before it starts. You will
want all your bar widths to be 1 3/8”,
plus have several 1/4” spacers available.
Each bar will need a definite and defined
starter strip or guide right down the center, for the full length of each bar. There
are only a few guides that I will recommend, as the ones that I don’t mention
are a waste of time and too often will just
cause problems.
When you dump your bees into the
empty hive you want the bees to build

their combs exactly where you want
them, right along the guides. If they do
this for you, one good comb will lead to
another good comb. Where the trouble
starts is in the first week of installing
your swarm or package, and using guides
that are not recognized by the bees as a
starting and finishing point. You really
don’t want to be pulling the cluster apart
for the first week or two because there is
little comb built up to that point and it
could be a big enough disruption to cause
your bees to abscond, especially if you
have to pull combs because they are not
following along your guides. If you can
leave them until they have some brood
well on their way, that is best. For the
best results, and to ensure straight combs
built along the guides, choose guides that
are 1” foundation starter strips fastened

1" foundation starters are number
one for consistency, to encourage
your bees to build straight combs
along them.
into saw kerfs with melted beeswax or
fastened any other way you can think of
that holds the strips firmly secure. Other
good choices for guides include wedgeshaped top bars with wax rubbed along
the bottom edge, or popsicle sticks/wood
strips glued into saw kerfs and rubbed
or painted with beeswax. The wooden
guides should protrude no less than
3/16” and no more than 1/4”. Trust me,
there is a good reason for these numbers.
When you put the bars into the hive,
make sure you allow for half a bee space
at the entrance end of the hive if you are
using an end entrance. One of the 1/4”
spacers between the entrance end wall
and first bar is close enough. With these
precautions you are less likely to need
to worry that your bees will cross their
combs. All the guides mentioned have
very good results with my favourite,
when installing a swarm or package into
a combless hive, being the 1” foundation
starter strips. Only the bars that a swarm
cluster or package covers (6 to 8 bars)
need to be prepared with the foundation.

Shows a wedged guide. To the right
is a guide using popsicle sticks painted with beeswax.
The rest of the bars can be prepared like
any of the others that I have mentioned.
For me the foundation starter strips have
never failed to give beautifully built
combs right down the center of individual bars, and to date I have not heard of
them failing for others. Again, one good
comb leads to another!
The rest of the 1/4” spacers should be
used at any time that a comb has been
offset from the center guide, so that the
next new comb will be built along the
guide proper. Take note that putting a
spacer between two offset combs does
nothing to correct the positioning of
the already offset combs. They are to
be placed between an offset comb and
blank bars going in the direction the bees
are building. This may be necessary further along in the colony’s development,
when more honey is being stored in new
combs, through the main honey flow.
If they happen to start offsetting combs
early on in their development you will
need to add a spacer to get them back on
track. This may sound like a lot of work
but in reality it takes very little time and
in the end you will have a hive that is
easily worked.

good understanding of why bees do what
they do, and are diligent and proactive,
these issues are very easy to address. Being timid won’t cut it. Once the colony
is established KTBH’s are no more work
than a conventional hive.
I find that harvesting the honey is very
easy, as I can cut the full honey combs
off the bars into the harvest bucket, leaving three rows of cells on the bar to go
back into the hive for the bees to clean
up, making them ready for perfect comb
building the following spring. After
crushing the honey combs in the harvest
bucket, the contents are dumped into a
5 gallon pail with a hole in the bottom
that is equipped with a strainer bag, so
that the honey can strain into a second 5
gallon pail that is in turn equipped with
a hole in the lid and a honey gate, ready
for bottling.
With proper management, it is easy to
have the bees back fill the nest so that
all combs to be harvested will be solid
capped honey top to bottom, at the same
time leaving the wintering nest well
stocked with their own honey to carry
them through to the next spring. In this
way little to no sugar syrup feeding is
required, other than topping them up before the cold weather sets in if necessary.
I have found that my KTBH’s overwinter
well, and are ready to make honey at the

Shows honey processing in a double
pail system.

Honeycombs after being crushed in
the harvest pail.
The issues discussed, although not
limited to KTBH’s, can cause major
challenges for a new beekeeper with zero
natural comb experience. If you have a

Honey waiting to be bottled.
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opening of the main flow, whether I want
it or not. The size of the KTBH could be
an important factor in successful wintering for your particular location, so it is
worthwhile exploring what might work
best for you. I have made mine with interior dimensions: 14.5” upper width,
7.25” bottom board width, length at
44.5” with a depth from the bottom of
the top bars to the bottom board of 12.5”.
This allows for each full comb to fill the
same surface area as that of the comb
that fits into a deep frame. This size of
comb is nicely manageable and I recommend when modeling your hive you stay
in this size range. Anything larger is too
heavy to work when full of honey and
can easily break off the bar if handling
is rough or improper. The hive’s volume
is reduced after harvest, to ready it for
winter with a follower board, so that the
colony occupies a much smaller portion

20lbs or more of honey for raising brood
in early spring.
You will see when inspecting the
combs in a KTBH that your bees will
build their combs in such a way that they
have passageways and notches missing
out of key combs, which allows the cluster to move through and around combs to
stay in contact with their winter stores.
They do not have any barriers such as
side bars as on Hoffman frames, with the
top third being solid when tight together.
These make it very difficult for the bees
to move around the comb ends, especially if you have not made allowances with
passageways through the foundation in

July. This is not the best situation for a
colony of bees as many plants will not
produce good amounts of nectar without
sufficient heat. The bees will build up
but at a much slower rate. I find that the
horizontal layout of the KTBH in times
like these can be an advantage during
build up, due to the ability to regulate the
amount of extra space using the follower
board, which gives the option to add as
few as one empty bar at a time for the
bees to work on. I can tell you that I have
never met a honey bee that doesn’t love
a crowd.
So that is my perspective of just a
few benefits and pitfalls in relation to
the KTBH. It should be said that not all
things are as easy as they first appear.
Until you start pulling back the layers
the view can be quite blurry and perhaps
much different than you first imagined.
For me, I have loved the journey up to
this point with bees in my KTBH’s and
I look forward to many more years with
them. They are such persistent teach-

Shows follower board in place for
reducing the volume to the area that
the bees occupy.

Comb showing hole that bees use to
move horizontally.
of the total hive. They can winter on ten
combs which is equivalent to the space
that a single deep offers but I feel they do
better on fourteen combs in this location.
For my KTBH to have a rough footprint
that is comparable to a conventional hive,
I can house fourteen combs between the
front entrance wall and follower board,
which ends up giving the colony an extra

that area. This is not the case with the
natural comb of the KTBH, where there
are few to no side wall attachments on
combs that the winter cluster is housed
on. The combs narrow from top to bottom, due to the shape of the hive, which
makes it very easy for the cluster to move
around the ends of the combs, so there is
no need to be concerned that they will
not make the move horizontally.
If you have lived in the lower mainland for any length of time you will know
that we can have very cool, wet weather,
late into the spring, and even as late as

Nice harvest for the family from the
TBH.
ers. My advice to anyone thinking they
would like to try a KTBH is to learn and
investigate everything you possibly can
about them, making sure that this is the
way you want to go. Above all, don’t
think that just because it is a 'simple' hive
that it doesn’t require knowledge, skill
and commitment to run them successfully, but that is true of any hive type. ❀
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The Beekeepers' Son Cooks with Honey
by Oliver Kale Kienast, www. WildMountainDinners.com
Born to honey farmers in the Okanagan Valley, the local
way of life has always been paramount to me. Going to farmers’ markets, fruit stands, pollinating orchards, tending my
mom’s garden and bartering honey for our neighbours’ fresh
ingredients set the foundation for my love of delicious food.
It wasn’t until later that I started to understand the correlation
between the taste of the food and its link to good health, sustainability and positive economic repercussions. As a cook, the
changes of the seasons are the most exciting times for me. Anticipating morel mushrooms and asparagus early in the year, to
apples, squash and venison in the fall, the seasons have always
guided me in my home kitchen and at work. This is my cause,
to contribute to the rebuilding of food systems here and abroad
by bringing people back to real food, real flavours and solid
cooking techniques.
I moved to Victoria in my early 20’s and began the Culinary
Programme at Camosun College. After several months of volunteer work experience, the chef at Café Brio agreed to take
me on as his apprentice, which lasted 3 years with a provincial
exam every 12 months. I then got a chance to work at the legendary Sooke Harbor House under head chef Edward Tuson,
following which I took my first sous chef job at one of the
world’s most exclusive fishing resorts, King Pacific Lodge, located off Princess Royal Island. After settling on a little farm in
Sooke, I became the sous chef at Victoria’s hot spot Brasserie
l’Ecole, finally returning to Sooke Harbour House when the
sous chef position was offered to me. I currently hold multi-

course, modern, wild food dinners in Metchosin at Glenrosa
Farm in a fine dining communal setting, under the name Wild
Mountain Dinners, carrying on the name of my family’s apiculture business. I love to source my own ingredients for my
dinners and my family by raising and curing heritage pork,
growing herbs, mushrooms and vegetables in my garden and
foraging the land and sea of the West Coast.
Throughout my career I have always used Wild Mountain
honey and those kitchens continue to use my family’s honey in
many sweet and savory applications. Artesian honey is like fine
wine; it has layers, mouth feel and terroir, and therefore allows
your sweet element to be more complex when building a dish.
I have included two easy honey recipes.

Toast peppercorns in medium heat pan,
agitating until you start to smell pepper.
Boil water, add all of the ingredients and
chill.
Fully submerge poultry for up to 6 hours,
or pork for up to 12 hours, or fish for up
to 20 minutes.
Remove from brine, wash and pat dry.
Sear or roast as you prefer.

Brining meat is a great method utilized
by chefs to ensure a moist, tender and flavourful end result.
Honey, Juniper & Fresh Thyme Brine
1 liter water
7 tablespoons salt
½ cup honey
12 squashed juniper berries
1 bay leaf
1 teaspoon lightly toasted black peppercorns
12 sprigs fresh thyme or other fresh herb
1 clove smashed garlic
pinch of chili flakes

Caramelized Honey,
Apple Cider
& Hazelnut Vinaigrette
Caramelizing the honey adds a bitter
component to the vinaigrette, which balances the palate, to be used on salads,
starches or meat.
3 tablespoons honey
1 tablespoon Dijon mustard
1 teaspoon salt
4 tablespoons apple cider vinegar
8 tablespoons grapeseed oil
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 tablespoon hazelnut or other nut oil
1 tablespoon water
In a heavy bottom pot, slowly caramelize
honey, take to a golden brown, add water
to stop browning.
Stir in dijon, salt and apple cider vinegar
until incorporated. Let cool.
Once cool, slowly whisk in the mix of
oils. Adjust seasoning and consistency to
taste. ❀
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BCHPA Annual General Meeting
Richmond, BC - October 21, 2011

Stan Reist, President, BCHPA - Welcome and a minute of
silence to passed beekeepers
Allen Garr gave an introduction for the minister
Minister of Agriculture - Honourable Don McRae
Greetings to beekeepers – Focus on Agriculture is increasing. Industry is struggling and it is essential that the province
supports the bees. Need people to understand where our food
comes from and the role of Bees. New Assistant Deputy
Minister for Agriculture Science and Policy Branch is Melanie
Stewart.
Adoption and approval of Minutes of Semi-annual 2011
– as printed in the Spring BeesCene. Moved by Stan Reist,
second by Wayne Neidig - Carried
Reports
President - Stan Reist
Stan is pleased to report that income from pollination may
become eligible for Agricultural status. To bring this about the
ministry is working with the BC assessment board.
The Association needs more volunteers
to create committees and get the work of the
association done.
Traceability of agricultural products for
sale and record keeping is becoming more
important so we will need to do some education on this.
Day of the Honey Bee. The association has applied for
charitable status so that we can issue tax receipts. This will
allow us to provide a benefit to donors.
Second Vice – Barry Denluck
Media chair – BeesCene – we have transitioned to new editors – good product.
Day of the Honey Bee. – I have committed to organizing
Day for the next three years
New Website – The new updated structure has separate
pages for groups that will be updatable by many individuals.
Secretary - Brenda Jager
Provided three letters of support to:
• One to Drs. Leonard Foster and Steve Pernal to support
their continuing research into bees
• One to the Chair of the Investment Agriculture Foundation of BC in support of the BCBBA’s DAY project.
• One to Phyllis William and Nancy Opperman of the Xeni
Gwet’in First Nations Government for their Chilcotin Apiculture Demonstration Project.
Four letters to the Ministry of Agriculture:
• two thank you letters for attendance at our last AGM
• One to the past Minister Ben Stewart - requesting more
and better consultation of the industry through the BCHPA.
• One to the Provincial Apiculturist in support of the emergency registration of the product Apivar so that those members wishing to use this product would have it available.
Via email the association responded to:
• membership enquiries
• information on our insurance plan
• requests for lists of members who wish to export bulk
honey to Europe and Asia
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• requests for our membership email list for use to market
products – as a policy we refer these requests to the BeesCene or website for advertising. The association may wish to
develop public lists on our website for those wishing to find
local bee products.
• request for input on a funding proposal to test the use
of bees as vectors for spreading fungicide and pesticide onto
fruit blossoms. The Executive sent a responding email that
we were not able to support this research due to the lack of
knowledge of the products used in the research and their
potential effect on the bees.
Duncan Assessment Yard – DAY project- a short summary
was given on the status of the program. Members are directed
to updates in the BeesCene.
Treasurer - Pauline Thompson
• Pauline proposed a budget in which $7100 of savings are
to be reinvested in the next year. The association has earned
a surplus of $9000 over the last two terms. Hope to cover the
deficit by increased membership and advertising.
Membership is flat at about 400, therefore so is our income. We need to identify
how to keep our members. 1594 beekeepers
registered in the province. 25% of beekeepers are joining our association. Our members
are having less hives. We need to hold on to
members and attract new members. 38,000 in BC and 38,000
arrive from Alberta each year. Our association is mostly small
producers with under 20 colonies.
• Lots more workshops and income from education. This
income is subsidizing the membership and BeesCene.
• CHC fee – our 25% of beekeepers are paying for all of
the registered beekeepers in the province. CHC fee is based
on Ministry registrations.
• The BeesCene advertising income has dropped over the
last year due to direct competition with Hivelights as well as
the poor economy. However, now that our new editors have
completed the transition to producing the editorial content,
perhaps some focus on increasing ad income may happen.
BeesCene is valuable for much in-house advertising and communicating with our members. Paper copies are also used to
promote the BCHPA
Pauline moves to approve the proposed budget, Joe Lomond 2nd, Carried
Canadian Honey Council – Gerry McKee
• BeesCene is the best bee magazine of all the Provincial
Associations.
• CHC is focusing on financial accountability
• CHC is the liaison with the policy makers in Federal
Government.
• Working on requested labeling policy changes
• EU now has required GMO labeling – will have a major
impact on our export markets as other countries can not sell to
EU and will compete in the US market – example Argentinean
honey will now not be sold to EU and they will focus on US
market.
• Small Hive Beetle (SHB) is a notifiable and not reportable pest. This means the provinces are not required to report

on findings to the federal government. If the Industry does not
call for a national strategy to monitor and potentially treat for
SHB, Canada may have difficulty defending our national border. Provinces can increase the federal standards. The Canada
Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) rules are the base minimum.
• The CHC creates a joint force for the industry rather than
each individual provincial association working separately.
The CHC vote for BC is important for planning for the future.
Certified Producer Program / Nutritional Labels – The
association is consulting with a lawyer to identify liability
risks with this program. If all is well we have members that
will become the new administration for this program.
Boone, Hodgeson, Wilkinson Fund (BHWF) – Dr. John
Boone
• Tax Receipts will be sent in the calendar year in which
they are received.
• Langley club has once again donated even though they
have not had a symposium this year.
• Kamloops club donated in the name of passed member.
• Disbursement to Grad Student in Leonard Fosters Lab
was granted. This is the 1st installment of a 3 years grant.
• Trustees will meet to discuss reinvestment of maturing
bonds. Best interest is currently 2.5%.
• Cash on hand for Sept. 30, 2011 was $1948.13, Bonds
held total $61000 for a total of $62,948.13 of capital in the
fund.
Dr. Boone moves to accept the report, 2nd Brian Scullion,
carried.
Capital Region Beekeepers’ Association – Brian Scullion
The CRBA with members from 14 municipalities would
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375ml (500gr Honey) Cylinder Jars
750ml (1kg Honey) cylinder Jars

Hex and Oval Hex
Glass Jars
(Including 12oz Honey)

like to support the BHWF with a donation of $500 and challenge all bee clubs and vendors to meet or beat this donation
by the year’s end.
First Vice - President - Wayne Neidig
• The association offered an Integrated Pest Management
workshop in Kamloops, 2 queen rearing workshops in Nanaimo and Langley and advertised for one in Tappen. Much
planning happened for the AGM and the 2 days of education
following.
• The association had tremendous support by the Ministry
and executive had 2 good meetings with the ministry staff.
Paul van Westendorp was very helpful and emailed non-association beekeepers to invite them to our education workshops.
• Thanks to Meg and Allan Paulson for the donated apples
to the coffee table.
Library – Ian Farber
• Ian thanked Wayne for the conference booklet which is
full of much information.
• Lending library of DVDs and video tapes. Email order
and pay postage for items. Thanks for the ads in the BeesCene to let people know of the library. Slow in the summer
– requests come more in the fall and spring when courses are
offered.
• Kerry Clark asks if the library will become connected to
the internet and provision of access. A list of materials will be
made available via our website.
BeesCene – Heather Sosnowski
• Honoured to be doing the BeesCene. Want as much feedback as possible. Diane has been excellent in helping so far.
• Stan thanks Diane for the transition help to the new editors.

Bee Culture

THE MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN BEEKEEPING

Get Digital Bee Culture Magazine
On Your Computer
Save Lots of Postage
and Weeks of Time

Only $15.00 US

Plastic Pails
...and more!

Ask us for our stock item catalogue
(604) 270-0111
140 – 9200 Van Horne Way, Richmond B.C. V6X 1W3

www.richardspackaging.com

Or check it out on our web page at
www.BeeCulture.com
Do it Today and SAVE!
Send check to:

Bee Culture Magazine
623 Liberty, Medina OH 44256 or call
330-725-6677, Ext. 3220 with credit card
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BCMAL Report – Paul van Westendorp
• 4.5% of hives in the province inspected.
• Lab Diagnostics for 75 beekeepers who sent samples:
151 for Nosema, 102 for viruses – PCR, and 93 for brood
disease diagnoses
• Many permits were given to BC and AB beekeepers to
move to Alberta and 1 to Vancouver Island.
• In 2003 the Bee Act was placed under the Animal Disease
Control Act – the Bee Act remained in effect. Currently there
is a rewriting of the ADCA to cover all livestock including
bees. Most provisions of the Bee Act will be incorporated in
the new legislation. Consultation with BC Beekeepers through
meetings and website updates is planned. In the meantime no
changes in the API program resources and services. Much of
the Bee Act will be retained within the new legislation. One
change made is the Chief Veterinary Officer will be made
responsible for decisions. Focus will be on health and not
economics.
• Growing Forward Program – Large scale federal / provincial-funded program in support of agriculture (approx. $7 +
$4.6 Billion)
Fund allocations to different program areas including:
Environmental Farm Plans, farm business services, “Food
Safety, Quality and Traceability” Programs, Science and Innovation, and Biosecurity
• Voluntary survey of commercial beekeepers in each province. Aims to identify best management practices and risks,
and develop a voluntary national biosecurity standard.
• Small Hive Beetle – Main threat at National Border.
Current status – no established infestations in Washington
State and western Canada. – Is it the wrong climate? So far
population level of SHB in Washington State has been below
the required threshold for breeding.
• Hawaiian Queen imports – CFIA and Bee Maid coordinated inspections of imported Queens for Small Hive Beetle.
• Monitoring of BC colonies near border. No Small Hive
beetle yet found.
• Factsheet on SHB detection and identification is available
on the Ministry website.
• Beetle submissions 2011: Sap and Larder beetles but no
actual African small hive beetle.
• In case of confirmation: delimiting survey and colony
movement restriction will be introduced. (Ontario model)
• Bee Master 2012 - February 20-24, 2012. New venue at
UBC’s Michael Smith Bldg. 45 spaces available with priority
to new students. Course details including on-line registration: November 2011. $275. - Website: www.beemasters.ca
- Questions: paul.vanswestendorp@gov.bc.ca
Regional Representative Reports – (reports printed in
AGM booklet)
• Brian Scullion – lots of pollen this year. Very poor season. Most beekeepers did not produce honey locally except in
urban areas. No production in Fireweed
• Larry Lindahl – North Island lots of pollen. Wet spring
and early summer. Too cold for blackberry and fireweed so
little honey. Lots of feeding needed. Few pockets of honey for
urban beekeepers.
• Kerry Clark – BC Peace – Dawson Creek– BC peace had
good production this year. Nice spring for an early start from
willow in April. Cool summer, but good honey production.
3000-4000 hives commuted into the area and the unofficial
reports are that they did not produce the average expected in
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the area.
• John Phillips – Prince George – report in the booklet.
Business Arising from the Minutes
Old Business
Beginner Beekeeping Educational Curriculum
• Started 2 years ago. Lance and Bobby Cuthill began the
process, but due to health issues the project is needing to be
reassigned. The information from the course has been given
to Steve Mitchell of Duncan to work through and comment on
the publication of the workbook.
Doug McCutcheon Book Publishing
• Publication of the book is soon to be completed.
• On behalf of the association Stan presented flowers to Eileen for all her work in supporting Doug’s efforts on the book.
• On behalf of the association Stan presented a plaque to
Doug McCutcheon for all his work on the book started by
John Corner 1950-83. Doug graced us with a history of John
Corner’s beginning of the book and its hand off to Doug.
Doug also thanked Diane and her team for all her work in
finishing the product started so many years ago.
• Diane reported that the book is at final stage with a last
check by a review team and final layout to go to print soon.
Strategic Plan
• Pauline Updated Strategic Plan presented at Semi - no
input from membership after the request at the Semi-annual.
BCHPA on line with work set out with many workshops. New
Website is now live.
• Workshops – Pauline is asking members to provide
themes for the Kamloops education day.
• Website – Barry Denluck revealed newly designed Website.
• New website is done in Wordpress technology and has
the potential to allow many individuals to update specific
pages without going through an expensive manager. We need
photos for website. Members requested to send photos that
they have taken. We will give photo credits and can only use
photos taken by the submitting beekeepers to ensure there are
no royalty issues.
• Website came with built in search engine. Individual
divisions (BCBBA for example) can have their own space on
the site. There will be a members' only section. BeesCene will
also be available through the site. Beekeepers will be able to
opt out of a paper copy of the BeesCene. The information on
the site has not changed, just the structure. The content will
need to be updated overtime by many members.
Resolutions from 2011 Semi-annual
1) Pauline spoke to the first resolution to change the voting
structure
I. Notice of Resolution for the AGM - Moved by Pauline,
second by Meg Paulson
Move to change
7.3.1 The voting privileges of all ordinary members in

Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing
Speedrite (NZ) solar fencers and accessories

Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill
Box 100
Bulyea, Saskatchewan
SOG 0L0

Phone: 306-725-4820
Fax: 306-725-3193
www.lambacres.ca

good standing and each Life Member to require that they be
members of record for 90 days prior to the Annual General
Meeting so that they may be entitled to vote on bylaw and
constitutional resolutions brought before the membership.
7.3.2 To permit all ordinary members in good standing and
each Life Member to vote using attendant and non-attendance
voting systems on constitutional and bylaw resolutions for
Annual General Meetings.
To change 7.3 to
7.3.3 Each ordinary member in good standing and each
Life Member attending the Annual General Meeting of the
Association, or attending any general or special meeting of
the Association, are eligible to vote on all non constitutional
and by-law proceedings.
Motion Carried
2) Blaine moves to table the second motion to the 2012
AGM, 2nd by Mike McLennan. Carried.
• More members are required for this committee to work
towards the development of a BC Beekeepers Council.
BCHPA needs a coordinator to organize the information and
development of the council structure and a referendum to gain
approval for the organizational structure.
New Business
Provincial Horticulture Show – Grower’s Short Course –
need pollinators list and brochures from individual members
with their regional service areas. Need for volunteers to attend
and man the booth.
Special committee on Cosmetic Pesticides – need to send
letter by December 16, 2011
Jeff Lee moves the BCHPA write a letter to the provincial
Special committee on Cosmetic Pesticides requesting the
province ban the use of cosmetic pesticides in the province
and develop legislation to enforce this ban. Seconded by Eric
Stromgren. carried
Eric Stromgren – Fairview College
Eric gave a quick overview of the new Commercial Beekeepers Certificate Program at Fairview College. Program
will start January 2012. 12 students needed by December 1,
2011 for the program to run. Program is 12 months including
paid practicum field work. Contact: beekeeping@gprc.ab.ca
or go to Grand Prairie Regional College website and search
for the beekeeping program. Fee $4500 and $500 in books
Scott Engildo Seecon - Canadian Bee Biosecurity Develop voluntary farm level best practices around preventing
disease, parasite and pest outbreaks.
• Farm Level Biosecurity for the Beekeeping Industry.
• CFIA is project manager – Advisory Council has been
established.
• Serecon Management Consulting Inc. is the project
consultant
• Completed by March 2012.
• 2 deliverables – National Bee Biosecurity Standard –
Producer’s Guidance Manual
• Information at www.inspeciton.gc.ca/biosecurity
Mike McLennan – Recognition of past members and
honey labeling
Mike McLennan moves:
Whereas members of our Association are ageing and some
have passed on without the representation of our organization
at funeral services, be it resolved that a “Farewell Ribbon”
be printed and a supply given to each division as an offering from the BCHPA to the mourning family. 2nd by Jacquie

Bunse. Discussion.
Motion Defeated.
Mike McLennan moves:
Whereas most members of the BCHPA abide by the rules
and regulations set down by the Province and the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency, should some person challenge these
rules and regulations: Be it resolved after a report of abuse
and documentation presented, the executive of the BCHPA
support the accusation after verification and inform the offender of their negligence to comply with the standards set
down. 2nd by Jeff Lee for discussion.
Discussion: If the beekeeper is not a member of the
BCHPA, there is little ability of the BCHPA to control beekeepers activities. There is no censure other than to expel the
beekeeper from the Association. This is beyond the BCHPA
jurisdiction.
There are concerns of liable if the association steps out of
our jurisdiction.
Motion Defeated.
Election of new Officers – First Vice-President, Second
Vice-President and Secretary,
=• Brenda Jager moves to nominate Eric Stromgren for 1st
Vice-president, 2nd by Barry Denluck. Elected by acclamation.
• Brian Scullion moves to nominate Butch Richardson for
2nd Vice-president, 2nd by Pauline Thompson. Elected by
acclamation.
• Pauline Thompson nominates Janice Bobic for secretary,
2nd by Jan Hardie. Elected by acclamation.
Afternoon presenter - Ralph Jones – Farm Business Management Instructor.
4:00 Meeting adjourned ❀

Courses and Seminars
Condensed Beekeeping
Level 1
Everything that you need to know
to start beekeeping. Date: Friday
evening + weekend, February
10-12, 2012. Cost: $199 plus
tax; text book and handouts
included.

New
Zealand
Package bees
available in
Beekeepers Required:
February/March
4 experienced beekeepers and
2012
1 honey bee farm supervisor wanted
for February 15 - November 15, 2012.
Full-time, $13 - $18/hr, depending on experience.

Visit our “full” service honey bee country store
Complete beekeeping equipment & supplies, queens,
nucs and top quality hive products. Honeyland also
offers year round farm tours, pollination, courses,
seminars, and a beekeeping consulting service.
Open Tuesday – Sunday 10:00 am-5:00pm

Honeyland Canada

17617 Ford Road , Pitt Meadows, BC V3Y 1Z1
604-460-8889 • Fax: 604-460-8887
Toll Free 1-877-460-8889
Email: info@HoneylandCanada.com
www.HoneylandCanada.com
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The Builder’s Corner

Keeping Hives Off the Ground
by Lance Cuthill
WARNING: The idea presented in this article is not likely to
work for commercial beekeepers.
Throughout my years of beekeeping, I have encountered
numerous frustrations that have reminded me of the old saying “Never enough time to do it right but always time to do
it over.” One such frustration was finding that, with time, my
hive bottom boards had begun to rot from sitting on the ground.
Once I realized I should have something between the ground
and my fine, well-made bottom boards, a new idea sprung up:
treated landscape ties. This turned out to be a bad idea and ultimately, not a very good solution. It took a lot of time to set
them into the ground on the level and to my surprise, in spite of
being treated, they too rotted away after a few years. In addition, shortly after installing these ties, I read that the chemical
makeup of treated wood is not good for the bees.
So, in having time to do it over, the notion of concrete providing a base for my beehives was the next idea. It definitely
wouldn’t rot, but what form should such a base take? The answer to this question came from our mountainous East Kootenay highways. A smaller form of the concrete abutment used to
prevent vehicles driving off the highway into deep ditches or
over cliffs looked like a dandy base for beehives. I could pour
these mini-abutments at home and take them out to the beeyards. These concrete bases could be easily formed and I could
mix the concrete by hand in my wheelbarrow. Note: a cement
mixer sure makes the job easier.
As you can see in the photo below, each hive requires two
concrete bases. Using the following dimensions, it should be
quite easy for a beekeeper to build a plywood form in order
to pour each base. The secret: get the rounded top along with
easy removal from the form by draping 6 mil black poly plastic
over the form prior to filling the form with concrete. Note: the
form is built and poured with the bottom of the base facing up
i.e. upside down.

Dimensions for the concrete beehive base: Length = 19”
(48.2 cm) Height = 6” (15.24 cm)
Bottom Width = 6“ (15.24 cm) Top Width = 3.5” (8.9 cm).
Conclusion: this beehive support has been super in preventing deterioration of the bottom boards. It does, however, present some problems when having to lift the heavy concrete into
place and then ensure both pieces are level with the hive sloping slightly to the front. ❀

Spring and Summer Management
Bee Behaviour and Anatomy
Queen Rearing
These subjects and many more are
available in materials held in the
BCHPA library.

Request an emailed copy of the BCHPA
library holdings for timely videos and DVD’s
on seasonal beekeeping information.
Contact: Ian Farber, BCHPA Education
Director • Ian_Farber@telus.net or
Tel 250-579-8518
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Club Contacts
BCHPA DIVISIONS
Alberni VAlley honey producers AssociAtion
6219 Lamarque Road, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson davemikkelson@hotmail.com 250-723-6089
bc bee breeders AssociAtion
8183 Alec Road, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3
Grant Stringer vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca 250-652-9834
centrAl cAriboo beekeepers AssociAtion
Box 53, 4583 Ridge Road, Big Lake Ranch, BC V0L 1G0
Sherry Benisch/Ann Carter
anncarter@shaw.ca 250-338-5233
comox VAlley beekeepers AssociAtion
3729 Island Highway, Courtenay, BC V9N 9T4
Jim Hunchuk jwhunchuk@hotmail.com 250-373-2625
eAst kootenAy diVision bchpA
4300 Wilks Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 6S9
Lance Cuthill lcuthill@gmail.com 250-426-6049
kAmloops diVision bchpA
Box 595, Savona, BC V0K 2J0
Ingrid Heeley
iheeley@gmail.com

250-373-2625

mAple ridge beekeepers AssociAtion
#501-1680 West 4th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6J 0B7
Raena Dumas info@northfraserbeeclub.com 604-786-5245
nAnAimo diVision bchpA
925 St. David Street, Nanaimo, BC V9S 2H8
Kathleen Silvey www.nanaimobeekeepers.com 250-716-0695
north okAnAgAn diVision bchpA
331 Valley Road, Kelowna, BC V1V 2E5
R.W. Bob Chisholm bobnkaye@shaw.ca 250-762-2203
peAce beekeepers AssociAtion
BCMAL Office 4th Floor, 1201-103 Ave
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4J2
Kerry Clark 250-784-2559
powell riVer beekeepers AssociAtion
RR3, C26, Nassichuk Road, Powell River, BC V8A 5C1
Alan Cole 604-487-4181
prince george beekeepers AssociAtion
Box 725, Prince George, BC V2L 4T3
Walter Steidle beehappy2@lincsat.com 250-960-0360
Quesnel beekeepers AssociAtion
Lorne Smith gssds@shaw.ca 250-747-2294
shuswAp beekeepers AssociAtion
215 Salmon River Road, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 3E3
Bill Lynch wjlynch@telus.net 250-832-2732
smithers beekeepers AssociAtion
Box 3504, 2175 Main St., Smithers BC V0J 2N0
Phil Brienesse smithersbeekeepers@gmail.com 250-847-1599

south frAser VAlley diVision bchpA
26035 28th Ave., Aldergrove, BC V4W 2W3
Rick Kreisch
rkreisch@kwl.ca
604-856-4438
south okAnAgAn diVision bchpA
RR#2, Oliver, BC V0H 1T0
Ray Levesque cindylevesque@persona.ca 250-498-4025
sQuAmish diVision bchpA
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish BC V0N 3G0
Phil Ellis
ph-ellis@shaw.ca
604-898-5337
sunshine coAst diVision bchpA
2137 Lower Road, Roberts Creek, BC V0N 2W4
Allan Cobbin alcobbin@dccnet.com
604-886-7006
terrAce diVision bchpA
5112 Mills Ave. Terrace BC V8G 1C5
Cynthia Ridler
akasamr@hotmail.com 250-635-9020
west kootenAy diVision bchpA
3302 Village Road, South Slocan, BC V0G 2G0
Peter Wood annpeterwood@gmail.com
250-359-7107

BCHPA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
cApitAl region beekeepers AssociAtion
Box 43033, Victoria, BC V8X 3G2
Nairn Hollott nairnhollott@shaw.ca
250-744-4019

OTHER BEE- RELATED ORGANIZATIONS
cowichAn beekeepers AssociAtion
Box 274, Cobblehill, BC V0R 1L0
Mike Pauls micpau@telus.net
richmond beekeepers AssociAtion
Suite #9, 11131-No. 1 Road, Richmond, BC V7E 1S6
Brian Campbell 604-277-9485
blessedbeefarm.1@gmail.com
stuArt nechAko bee club
Box 595, Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0
Jon Aebischer sweet02@telus.net 250-567-5037
surrey beekeepers AssociAtion
18060 29A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S 9V2
Horst Leidel ha.leidel@3web.com 604-541-0374
texAdA islAnd bee club
Box 162, Van Anda, Texada Island, BC V0N 3K0
Rhonda Johnston 604-486-0226
VAncouVer beekeepers of bc AssociAtion
#407-350 E 2nd Ave, Vancouver, BC V5T 4R8
Bryce Ahlstrom bryceahlstrom@yahoo.ca 604-708-0313
Please contact the editor with any changes:
BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com
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Wild Bees of BC
by Elizabeth Elle, Simon Fraser University
Did you know that there are more than 20,000 kinds of bees
in the world? More than 450 (and counting!) of those species
call British Columbia home, and for comparison, according to
Environment Canada there are 462 bird species inthe entire
country. As is true for so much of our wildlife, the diversity of
environments in BC supports a great diversity of bees. More
than half of all bee species known to live in Canada are found
in BC, with ‘hotspots’ of diversity in the South Okanagan and
on southeastern Vancouver Island.
As beekeepers, those of you reading this are experts in the
biology of the honey bee, but most bee species are quite different from that amazing insect. Almost all bees in Canada are
solitary, for example, with a single female provisioning a nest
on her own. Bumblebees, relatives of honey bees, are social
rather than solitary, but live in colonies of one to two hundred
(max!), substantially fewer than honey bee colonies. A few
other bee species are what biologists call “primitively” social,
where related females share a nest, but there is no separation
of castes into “queen” and “worker”. One effect of the lack of
sociality is that our native bees don’t make enough honey for
us to take—they provision their nests with nectar and pollen
but don’t make the good stuff!

Green Metallic Bee on Mariposa Lily.
Photo credit Sherri Elwell.

mouse holes for their nests, and other ground-nesters prefer
compacted soil (like in paths) or banks, neither of which is in
large supply in urban areas. One knock-on effect of reduced
bee abundance and diversity in habitat fragments of the Garry
Oak Ecosystem is that some wildflowers are reproducing less
in smaller fragments, because there is less pollination. We are
working with conservation organizations to come up with management plans that will support bee diversity, and so support
pollination of wildflowers.
We also study the contribution of wild bees to the pollination
of crops in BC. In most cases, growers of crops like apples,
cherries, and blueberries rent honey bee colonies to pollinate
their crops. Apples are self-incompatible, and so pollen must
be moved by bees either among cultivars or between “pollenizer” trees (with lots of flowers, like crab-apples) and the fruitbearing trees. Although cherries, tomatoes, blueberries, and
many other crops are not self-incompatible like apples, their
yield is almost always significantly higher if pollen is moved
by bees. Pollen can be moved within a flower, between flowers, or between cultivars. As you all know, without the ability

Leafcutting Bee on Brown-Eyed Susan.
Photo credit Sherri Elwell.

My students and I have been studying how different human
activities affect the diversity and abundance of wild bees. We
have learned that cattle grazing in the shrub-steppe habitat of
the South Okanagan has little impact on bee communities, but
that urban development near Victoria has reduced the diversity
and abundance of bees in small habitat fragments of the Garry
Oak Ecosystem. Some kinds of bees are more negatively affected than others. For instance, bees that nest in the ground,
like bumblebees, mining bees, and sweat bees, are more likely
to be lost from small habitat fragments than bees that nest in
wood, like mason bees and leafcutter bees. We think that mason bees are abundant in urban areas because so many people
put out nest boxes for them, made of blocks of wood with
holes drilled in. In contrast, bumblebees prefer abandoned
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Mining Bee.

Photo credit Elizabeth Elle.

British Columbia home. Many of you probably think about
forage plants for your honey bees, and some of you may even
have plantings to ensure there are pollen and nectar sources
available for your bees throughout the year. A diverse and
long-blooming garden will provide food for native bees as well
as honey bees, so please consider planting a garden for those
other 450+ species in our province! ❀

Two-Ranked Bumblebee
Photo credit Elizabeth Elle.

to rent hives, much of BC agriculture would be greatly compromised because the pollen just wouldn’t move enough.
For some crops, though, wild bees are known to be more
effective pollinators than honey bees. A good example is blueberry, because flowers are buzz-pollinated. This means that
the pollen is inside the anthers, and must be shaken or ‘buzzed’
out like salt from a shaker. Bumblebees are good at buzzing
flowers, but honey bees can’t do it. Honey bees will move a
small amount of pollen because they are foraging for nectar
in blueberry flowers, and bumping into the anthers deposits
some pollen on their bodies. But they don’t move as much
as bumblebees do, because bumblebees buzz so much pollen
from the anthers. The problem is that bumblebees aren’t that
common, relative to rented honey bee colonies. Because growers can rent large numbers of honey bee hives, the blueberry
yield can luckily be quite high even if individual honey bees
are inefficient.
Last summer, my lab studied pollination of blueberries in 26
fields, about half in cultivar “Duke”, and half in “Bluecrop”.
Most visits to both cultivars were by honey bees, but 9% of the
visits we observed were by bumblebees in Duke, and almost
a third—29%—by bumblebees in Bluecrop. We also learned
that both cultivars had a pollination deficit—we were able to
increase fruit production slightly (2.4%) in Duke, and even
more in Bluecrop (10%) through hand pollination. Although
fruit production increased with visits by bees in both cultivars,
honey bees were more important for fruit production in Duke,
and bumblebees for Bluecrop. In fact, although there were
large differences among fields in the rate of honey bee visits for
Bluecrop, honey bee visit rate didn’t predict fruit set at all! We
plan to study the same fields again this coming spring to try to
figure out why, but we think it has something to do with flower
shape. Duke has wider flowers than Bluecrop and honey bees,
with their shorter tongues (relative to bumblebees), can more
easily enter the flower to access the nectar, so they may be more
effective at pollinating Duke. We are still gathering information about the numbers of colonies rented by each grower as
well, because this is of course an important component of differences in visit rate.
Native bees will never replace the honey bee in commercial
agriculture, but they do help support some crop production.
They are also hugely important for wildflower reproduction,
and those wild plants help to support the wild animals that call

Bombus melanopygus.
Photo credit Elizabeth Elle.
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Book Excerpt

News Note
Gerry McKee, our CHC
representative, has
recently taken over the
role of
President of the CHC.
Congratulations, Gerry!
'As the new president of the Canadian Honey
Council, I will endeavour to keep our BC Honey
Producers better informed of national issues
and emerging opportunities in our industry, as
beekeeping continues to change the way we
relate to each other and our natural world.
I look forward to updating participants on CHC's
activities at our Semi Annual Meeting,
March 17th in Kamloops.'
- Gerry McKee

"It is spring. I plan to try to control myself this year,
to watch the progress of the season in a calm and orderly
fashion. In spring I am prone to wretched excess. I
abandon myself to flights and compulsions; I veer into
various states of physical disarray. For the duration of
one entire spring I played pinochle; another spring I
played second base. One spring I missed because I had
lobar pneumonia; one softball season I missed with
bursitis; and every spring at just about the time the leaves
first blur on the willows, I stop eating and pale, like a
silver eel about to migrate. My mind wanders. Second
base is a Broadway, a Hollywood and Vine; but oh, if I'm
out in right field they can kiss me goodbye. As the sun
sets, sundogs, which are mock suns - chunks of rainbow
on either side of the sun but often very distant from it appear over the pasture by Carvin's Creek. Wes Hillman
is up in his biplane; the little Waco lords it over the
stillness, cutting a fine silhouette. It might rain tomorrow,
if those ice crystals find business. I have no idea how
may outs there are; I luck through the left-handers,
staring at rainbows. The field looks to me as it must look
to Wes Hillman up in the biplane: everyone is running,
and I can't hear a sound. The players look so thin on the
green, and the shadows so long, and the ball a mystic
thing, pale to invisibility....I'm better off in the infield."
- from Pilgrim at Tinker Creek by Annie Dillard.

BC Honey Producers’ Association

Ash Apiaries

NUTRITIONAL
FACT
Nutrition Facts
V
LABELS Pear 1l etabulesr pononu t r i t i v e

only

1.5¢
each
Rolls of
2000

(20g)
Pour 1 cuillère à table
(20g)

Amount
Teneur

% Daily Value
% valeur quotidienne

Calories / Calories 60
Fat / Lipides 0 g
Carbohydrates / Glucid
es 17 g
Sugars / Sucres 16 g
Protein / Protéines
0g

Not a significant sour
ce of saturated fat, tran
s fat,
cholesterol, sodium,
fibre, vitamin A, vitam
in C,
calcium or iron.

• Any size or amount
• Your honey or ours
• Labeled
• Palletized and shrink wrapped

Source négligeable de
lipides saturés, lipides
trans, cholestérol, sod
ium, fibres, vitamine
A,
vitamine C, calcium et
fer.

To order and for details contact:
Judy Campbell
604-856-2125
jwcampbell@telus.net

32

0%
6 %

Custom packed
“Creamed Honey”
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Call Bryan, Grant or Brent
Tel: 204-548-2036
Fax: 204-548-2112
www.ashapiaries.com

Clips from the Past
Courtesy of Dr. John Boone,
BCHPA SFU Archive Coordinator

XQ

XQ

This clip is from BEE - WISE November 1961 (issued by John Corner of the then known Apiary Branch, B.C. Dep't
of Agriculture). This describes a "deficiency payment" from the Agricultural Stabilization Board for honey sales to
packers where payment was less than 13 1/2 cents per pound.
In the same issue a letter from the Canadian Beekeepers Council (the Canadian Honey Council took that name for a
period of time, then reverted to the Canadian Honey Council as it is known today) to the BCHPA was reproduced. In
it reference was made to the announcement from the Agricultural Stabilization Board of the first deficiency payment.
Even for 1961, the program doesn't sound very generous! ❀
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British Columbia Bee Breeders Association
Armstrong ApiAries
James Macdonald
250-546-3237
jamesmacdonald@telus.net
QN

Ashcroft honey
Joe & Marguerite Lomond
250-373-2540
marglomond@gmail.com
QN

bArry beAdmAn
barry&diane@telus.net
Oliver
250-498-3153
QN

bArry’s bees
North Pender Island
Barry Denluck
bees@dencor.ca
Victoria
250-598-1159
QNP

flying dutchmAn

neidig ApiAries

Stan & Cheryl Reist
Nanaimo
flydutch@telus.net
250-390-2313
QNP

Wayne Neidig
Delta
wayneneidig@hotmail.com
604-591-1385
Q

golden eArs ApiAries

rod Jo moody ApiAries

Jean-Marc LeDorze
Mission
jmcshipley@shaw.ca
604-820-6924
QNCP

Rodney & Jo Moody
Cowichan Bay
rodjo@telus.net
250-743-1939
Q

heAther higo

sAlish seA bees

Langley
heather.higo@gmail.com
604-532-6904
QN

Brenda Jager
Gabriola Island
bzbees@telus.net
250-755-5834
QC

honeybee centre
John Gibeau
Surrey
info@honeybeecentre.com
604-575-2337
QNP

bee hAVen fArm

Jinglepot ApiAries

Steve & Gail Mitchell
Duncan
beehaven@shaw.ca
250-746-9916
QNP

Sol Nowitz
Nanaimo
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
250-753-9619
QNP

bees ‘n’ glAss
Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
Lake Cowichan
lindahls@shaw.ca
250-749-3800
QNPS

John gAtes

flower power ApiAries

kettle VAlley Queens

Michael McLennan
Grand Forks
250-442-2933
NPB

Armstrong
johngates@telus.net
250-546-6212
QNC
Elizabeth Huxter
Grand Forks
lizandterry@gmail.com
250-442-5204
QN

• B = Bulk Bees

• P = Packages

• N = Nucs

• Q=Queens

• C = Queen Cells

• S = Shook Swarm
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silVer stAr ApiAries
Richard Springborn
Vernon
rspringborn@telus.net
250-379-2567
N

similkAmeen ApiAries
Blair & Cheryl Tarves
Cawston
250-499-2555
QN

tugwell creek honey fArm &
meAdery
Bob Liptrot
Sooke
info@tugwellcreekfarm.com
250-642-1956
QN

VAn isle ApiAries
And bee products
Grant Stringer
Saanichton
250-652-9834
vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
QNB

Regional Reports
East Kootenays
~ Lance Cuthill
What an unusual winter here in the
East Kootenays! Following a very
good honey flow we treated for mites,
inspected for disease, fed sugar syrup,
winter-wrapped our bees and settled in
for winter temperatures and snow. What
a surprise! Here it is January with unusually warm temperatures (10°C) during the day and barely freezing at night.
The little snow we had has turned into a carpet of ice making a
trip to the beeyard a slippery adventure.
A check on our bees (mid-January) has found them all alive
with most still in the bottom of two supers. Those colonies that
were in the top super were dangerously light - low on food, and
their moisture absorbing sacks of shavings were dripping wet.
Not wanting to add more moisture we fed dry baker’s sugar
and exchanged the wet bags for dry ones. With the warm temperatures, there has been ample opportunity for cleaning flights
and we have noticed far fewer dead bees on the ice outside.
If mother nature co-operates and holds off on the rapid
swings in temperature that have done in our bees in the past
and sees her way to providing the spring moisture we are missing with the lack of snow, we are well on our way to a high
winter survival rate and looking forward to a fantastic spring.

Fraser Valley
~ Courtney White
Happy New Year! Well, there’s not
much to report this time of year, so I
thought I’d share this little tidbit. Everyone seems to be getting into the buzz including Louis Vuitton. They had 3 rooftop hives installed at their headquarters
in Paris. Last year they even harvested
their first batch of honey. The honey was
only given to exclusive friends of the
fashion house, and I think that I can safely say that if it were
sold it would be the most expensive honey ever. I know it has
nothing to do with the Fraser Valley but I think it’s pretty cool
that there are high profile beekeepers bringing more attention
to bees.
I hope everyone’s bees are warm and cozy. Happy beekeeping!

Sunshine Coast
~ Allan Cobbin
Unfortunately I was unable to attend
the annual AGM in Richmond because
of the illness of a family member, but
do appreciate Wayne Neidig's actions in
having my pre-paid registration money
returned. I was delighted to read the
reviews in the last BeesCene regarding
the Conference and the bios of the new

executive members. I particularly enjoyed reading Jeff Lee's
article giving a new beekeeper's perspective of the presentations and his appreciation of their lectures.
The weather locally for the past three months has been unseasonably mild and not too wet and as a result, winter losses
to date have been minimal. Let's hope that this continues! Last
year at this time many locals had lost up to 75-80 % of their
colonies. We are looking forward to fewer losses this spring
so instead of having to "start over" as many of us had to do,
we can split hives and requeen as necessary. Hope does indeed
spring eternal!!
We have planned our first meeting of the New Year for
February 12th at the Rec Centre in Gibsons. As usual we will
be summarizing our winter losses, discussing spring management, and queen and nuc purchases. Some club members have
put in orders for nucs and queens from New Zealand and Hawaii and expect deliveries in March. Others have opted to wait
until local queens and nucs are available. In checking with Rob
Haines (the only beekeeper who produces these products here
on the lower coast) I learned that he will have these ready probably in early May, dependent on the weather, but that he is only
interested in selling locally.
We will be showing 'The Vanishing Of The Bees' film
documentary at this meeting. Several members have seen this
already and indicate that it is of both interest and value. If time
permits, we will also watch 'The Queen Of The Sun' movie.
This will also be shown in Gibsons on March 5th as part of the
Green Film Series presented by Sustainable Coast Magazine.
We have been asked to provide a panel to discuss this film and
it's possible consequences to our future and will be delighted
to do so.
Last fall I had the pleasure of meeting Lianne Shyry and her
husband from North Vancouver who are fairly new beekeepers,
and who now sell some beekeeping equipment from various
manufacturers. I noticed a cute plaque on their kitchen wall
which showed a picture of an old skep with the words "THE
BEEHIVE IS THE ULTIMATE HOME SWEET HOME,"
Simple but meaningful. Thanks for the copy, Lianne.
That's about all from the Sunshine Coast for now, except to
remind all that it was Winston Churchill who said: "The pessimist sees difficulty in every opportunity, but the optimist sees
the opportunity in every difficulty." So mite it be with beekeepers!! Let's hope for a productive year in 2012.

Lower Mainland
~ Don Cameron
Just as we were beginning to think
we might enjoy a snow-free winter here
in the Lower Mainland, we have awakened this morning to the first serious
Arctic outflow of the season. leaving us
with a skiff of white on the coast and
several inches at any elevation and up
the valley. It makes for an ideal day to
write this report.
Judging by our own activity, and talking to others who do
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Christmas markets, sales of honey, candles and other bee-related products were brisk in November and December, capping
off what appears to have been a good year for those of us who
participate in the retail market. The trends of buying local and
substituting honey for refined sugar in one’s diet are still very
much in place. Add to that an increasing customer appreciation
for the many high quality varietals that we are fortunate to have
in B.C. - from the water-white fireweed to the pitch-black honeydew, from alfalfa to zucchini - we have a range of products to
satisfy the taste requirement of every customer, and keep them
returning time and time again.
This leads me to an unofficial survey that I did this morning
involving Thrifty Foods, Safeway and Save-On. Shelf space
allocated to honey does not appear much different than it was
a year ago. Competition for the space is intense with ten or
more brand names on each shelf. Also, it would appear that
competition from house labels is growing. As well, more space
is being allocated to creamed honey. Some space is being allocated to certified organic honey and a very small amount of
space is allocated to infused honey (mostly cinnamon). Glass
is the container of choice with the exception of creamed honey
which is sold mostly in plastic tubs. The outlier is one label
selling in the innovative foil pouches. Organic honey is being
sold mostly in 500 gram jars ranging in price from $9.00 to
$10.00. Creamed honey for 500 grams was selling for $6.00
to $9.50 with one outlier at $5.00. Unpasteurized liquid honey was selling for $6.00 to $9.25 for 500 grams and $9.00 to
$16.00 per kg. The low prices in each case were house brands.
There is very little varietal choice on the shelves—a bit of raspberry, blueberry and BC wildflower. The only varietal sold at a
premium was buckwheat at $9.00 for 500 grams and this was
not a B.C. product.
Last week I put my order in for queens. The new season is
upon us!

heavy lids blew off of several of his hives, exposing them to the
elements for a few days before he realized the situation. So far
the bees are surviving.
We have rarely encountered such high winds in the past. It is
believed that the winds are caused by the open land around the
city that has been cleared in recent years, with the removal of
the trees killed by the pine beetle. However, we do appreciate
that the beetles are moving to eastern Canada.
The club held its AGM on January 16th and the current executive was acclaimed to their positions for the next two years.
The President is Wally Steidle, the Secretary is John Boxma
and the Treasurer is John Phillips who will also remain as the
Regional Representative for the BCHPA.
Our membership continues to grow and it is encouraging to
see that many new members are female, of all ages.
Best wishes for a high survival rate this spring.

South Vancouver Island
~ Brian Scullion
Hello beekeepers and friends.
Today will not be a day in the garden.
Surely winter has its cold grip on BC, as
our temperature has fallen to a very cold
1 degree Celsius, wink wink. CBC says
the northern province will experience
wind-chill down to minus 40.
This makes my mind wander back
a few years ago, to late October in Beaverlodge, Alberta. I was taking part of a tour prior to the start
of an AGM. Outside were several pallets of bees all wrapped
and ready for winter, and it was cold too, probably just below
freezing. Ernie Fuhr was on hand, and he proceeded to take
apart their warm and secure winter home for my viewing en-

Vancouver Island North
~ Larry Lindahl
Winter, as usual, has been quiet.
There are some reports of bees disappearing from hives, but as of yet no report of any great losses. We'll wait and
see what happens by the end of March.
So far the weather has been quite mild
this year, with only a few cold nights,
but nothing to brag about.
Best wishes for the New Year!

Prince George
~ John Phillips
Until mid-January the weather was
tolerable for the bees and then it turned
very cold for several days with a wind
chill factor of minus 45°C.
In our climate many beekeepers insulate (2”-3”of solid Styrofoam-R20)
and then wrap their hives with a canvas
tarp, tarpaper, or other material. Alternatively, some place a plastic panel
around the hive, leaving a 4 inch space between the supers and
the panel. That space is filled with sawdust for insulation. Entrances are kept open.
Recently, a beekeeper experienced winds so strong that the
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joyment. He explained that these bees would be just fine, and
surely would be a good colony worthy of several splits in the
next season. “The dry and very cold winter will not be a threat
to these bees.” He said this with confidence and with many
years of knowledge to back it up.
I knew if I treated my bees the same way on the South Island, by late winter the bees and boxes would be a pile of mush
ready to be shovelled into bags. The challenges we face consist
of ever-changing weather patterns and storms. We experience
100% humidity almost all of the time, with wind and temperature fluctuations from minus a couple of degrees, up to the low
teens. January 2nd I cut my lawn, did some weeding in the

Witch Hazel in bloom on the South Island.
Photo by Brian Scullion.

A crew of fellow beekeepers confers in Beaverlodge.
Photo by Brian Scullion.

West Coast Bee
Supplies
All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:

garden, and photographed all the spring bulbs and perennials
pushing through the sun warmed soil. Today, the woodstove
is lit and I’ll bee inside my hive. But what about the bees? A
couple of days ago they were flying and bringing in pollen. Is
the queen starting to brood up only for the bees to pull in tight
and leave any newly laid eggs and developing larva to dry out?
There seems to be as many variables and opinions on beekeeping topics as there are bees in the hive. I am a firm believer that
if you do everything possible to ensure that strong and healthy
colonies are wintered down according to the best practises for
your own geographic and microclimate locations, the rest is
left to the bee gods.
Best of luck, and enjoy our BC winter wherever you may
be. ❀

Maximize Spring Build-up
and Colony Health
Feed ready-made patties from

GLOBAL PATTIES

• Apistan Strips

• Formic Acid
• Fumagilin B
• Oxytet 25
• Menthol Boards • Bee Pro
• Hive Boxes
• CheckMite
• Bee Suits and much more

Bob Fisher
Phone 604-272-1921

Fax 604-272-1928

Email: bluebob@shaw.ca
Store Address:
9351 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
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Mailing Address:
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate
for good build-up and large honey crops.
Feed patties to ensure colony health,
fast build-up and maximum production.

Learn more at www.globalpatties.com
and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free
or email mike@globalpatties.com
Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease

Classifieds.....

BOONE HODGSON WILKINSON FUND

NUCS FOR SALE, available May 7-15. Also 2011 BC Queens,
call Gavin Gibb at (250) 768-3727, West Bank, B.C.
Spring is like a perhaps hand
(which comes carefully
out of Nowhere) arranging
a window,into which people look (while
people stare
arranging and changing placing
carefully there a strange
thing and a known thing here) and
changing everything carefully
spring is like a perhaps
Hand in a window
(carefully to
and fro moving New and
Old things,while
people stare carefully
moving a perhaps
fraction of a flower here placing
an inch of air there)and
without breaking anything.
- e.e. cummings

Funding the Study of Apiculture in British Columbia
Since 1965
Applications
are processed
during the winter
months.
For further
information
or donations
please contact:
SECRETARY-TREASURER
Dr. John Boone
3830 West 37th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6N 2W3
Tel 604-266-9301
jboone@telus.net
2012 DIRECTORS
John Boone
Ian Farber • Joe Lomond • Bob Meredith

CRA Registered Charity • Tax Receipts Issued
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Semi-Annual Meeting
& Educational Workshop
March 16, 17, 18, 2012

Holiday Inn and Suites Kamloops
WATCH THE BCHPA
WEBSITE FOR
INFORMATION ON
REGISTRATION!

Friday March 16
Food safety and HACCP based introduction
to upcoming honey industry changes and
regulations at Thompson Rivers University.
Fee $20 includes lunch.

BCHPA Semi-Annual
Meeting Weekend

Saturday March 17
Business Meeting. No fee.
Lunch will be available.

Sunday March 19
Educational Day Speakers

• Nuc Production and Overwintering
- Geoff Wilson, Provincial Apiarist, SK
• Provincial Apiculture Strategies
- Paul Westendorp, Provincial Apiarist, B.C.
• Next Generation of IPM Tools for Beekeeping
- Dr. Leonard Foster, UBC
• Marketing, Value Added Products, Labels
and Labeling of products
- Stan Reist, BCHPA President.
• National Symposium on Bee Risk Management
Gerry McKee, CHC President.
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The Holiday Inn and Suites in Kamloops offers a
room rate of $ 99.00/night for the semiannual.
This is not the Holiday Inn Express.
Book using the code BEE. If the code is
not used then the rate will be higher. You
can book via the Holiday Inn web site, the
central reservations at 1.877.517.6508
or the hotel direct 250.376.8288.
Check out the Holiday Inn and Suites at
www.holidayinn.com/kamloopsbc
It is a new hotel and it has all the amenities.
A block booking code will be published as
soon as it becomes available.

