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What’s abuzz…letter from the editor
“Anything's possible if you've got enough nerve.”
~ J. K. Rowling
Once you’ve kept bees for a while, it’s perplexing and even
amusing when non-beekeepers ask “Do you ever get stung?”,
“Why don’t you wear gloves?” and the inevitable “How do you
stay calm around so many of them?”
To shrug these questions off, you’ve likely gone through the
four states of consciousness and competence that are said to be
typical of learning.
"Unconscious incompetence - this is the stage where you are
not even aware that you do not have a particular competence.
Conscious incompetence - this is when you know that you want
to learn how to do something but you are incompetent at doing
it. Conscious competence - this is when you can achieve this
particular task but you are very conscious about everything
you do. Unconscious competence - this is when you finally
master it and you do not even think about what you have such
as when you have learned to ride a bike very successfully"
-- (Howell, W.S. (1982). The empathic communicator.)
Our BeesCene contributors exemplify this final stage of
unconscious competence. Their willingness to share their
insights and to expose their learning curves is invaluable.
Examples abound in this issue, from Bob Liptrot’s successful
launch of Tugwell Creek Honey Farm and Meadery, to Shane
Martin’s backyard experiments with Kenyan Top Bar Hives.
We are so fortunate to have the likes of cutting-edge bee scientist Dr. Leonard Foster, queen breeder Liz Huxter, BCHPA
archivist Dr. John Boone, and master beekeeper/teacher/inventor Lance Cuthill at our beck and call. To say nothing of the
multitude of volunteers and BC apiculture ministry staff who
work behind the scenes on behalf of our association.
In 2006 I began editing BeesCene. Even with a strong

background in communications
and beekeeping, it was nonetheless a scary undertaking. I felt
very pressured to give it my most,
and not let down the community
of beekeepers that I’d come to so
admire over the years. There were
a lot of anxiety attacks in the early
days!
Well, here we are five years
later. I’m happy to report that the
pre-publishing jitters have settled substantially! It would be
arrogant to say that I’ve reached complete unconscious competence, but suffice it to say that things have become a whole
lot easier! BeesCene has taken on a life of it’s own; there’s
actually a palpable rhythm that comes into play while working
on each issue. With this in mind, along with a great deal of
soul searching, I have decided that this is the right time to step
aside and welcome someone else to take over the reins. I have
respectfully given my resignation as BeesCene editor.
While I won’t continue with BeesCene, please be assured
that I am committed to seeing the McCutcheons’ BC beekeeping history book through to publishing. In the meanwhile, I
heart-fully encourage aspiring editors to apply for my position.
Thank you BC beekeepers for supporting me during my
tenure as editor. It has been a life-enriching experience for
which I am very grateful.
~ Diane
“It is our choices that show what we truly are, far more than
our abilities.” Professor Dumbledore from Harry Potter and
the Chamber of Secrets
~ J. K. Rowling
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ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN BEESCENE ARE THE
OPINIONS OF THE AUTHORS AND SHOULD NOT BE
CONSTRUED TO BE THOSE OF THE BCHPA.

Our cover story: Young artist Julia Woldmo painted the
artwork featured on our cover nearly three years ago when
she was just 10 years old. Asked what inspired her, she
says, "I painted this because I liked the vibrant colours
and it reminded me of worker bees in the summer." She
created it while taking a course called, After the Masters,
through the North Vancouver Recreation Commission. We
thank Julia for sharing her talents and wish her all of the
best in what is certain to be a vibrant future!
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From the President
Well, it’s that time again: Christmas has come and gone,
the New Year has been celebrated, (Cheryl and I drove for Red
Nose again this year), and now we get back to the grind and
do it all over again.
The executive has been very busy this fall and into the winter. Barry Denluck has been preparing a new website design
that will be launched later this spring. We hope it will be a
timely and effective tool for communicating with our membership.
Wayne Neidig has organized a slate of speakers for an education day after our Semi-annual meeting in Kamloops. Last
year’s participants will be glad to hear that we are meeting in a
new venue to improve the acoustics. Details are in this issue.
Pauline Thompson sent out a quick survey email to members to gather input for our current activities and that feedback
is helping with future plans. Details are also in this issue.
Gerry McKee has taken on the CHC portfolio and hopes to
use Barry’s new website as a sounding board for members to
discuss issues of national importance.
Brenda Jager has submitted a proposal to the Investment
Agriculture Foundation to set up a stock assessment yard in
Duncan. If the DAY project is funded, she will be organizing
advanced breeder assessment training and expects to distribute
the best stock to all interested breeders.
For myself, I have a few issues that I will be taking forward.
The first is being sure to inform the membership about controversial events when they happen rather than arriving at general
meetings and finding that the beekeepers in the rest of the
province are ignorant to the details. This past year’s example is
the removal of the barrier for movement of bees to Vancouver
Island from the mainland.
After reading government documents obtained under the
Freedom of Information Act by the Vancouver Island Coalition
of Beekeepers, it is my opinion that ministry employees purposefully avoided consultation with the greater population of
beekeepers until it was too late for the beekeepers to consult
with each other and provide feedback. However, the opinions
of a few beekeepers seem to have been given full consideration
over the greater collective. It is my goal to ensure that communication between the BCHPA and the Ministry is respectful of our place in the industry and that our input is deemed
meaningful.
On this note, my current issue is pollination. I have been
receiving calls from berry growers and pollinators about the
relationship between farmers and pollinator beekeepers. There
is an obvious need to educate growers and pollinators about
common standards and expectations. Everyone wants a good
product and the pollinators want to be paid. Perhaps there is a
role for the BCHPA in this relationship-building exercise?
In addition, the BCHPA, on behalf of pollinators, needs to
discuss with government the eligibility of pollination revenue
as farm income when assessing an apiary operation’s farm
status. This issue was discussed with a past Minister, with
a favourable response; however the initiative seems to have
stalled.
We have requested and expect we will be meeting with the
Minster and his staff within the next month. The letter called

for by resolution at the
AGM was thrashed out
and although not every
executive member was
happy, the letter has been
sent and fulfilled the
resolution as passed by
membership. It is time
to rebuild our industry’s
relationship with the
Ministry and ensure that
Stan Reist
the bureaucrats know that
BCHPA President
there is a need for ongoing
consultation.
On the theme of consultation, I would like to hear from the
membership as to your wishes regarding whether we should be
involved with trade shows promoting our industry? There is an
agricultural one coming up the end of the month in Abbotsford.
The Ministry has offered to hand out our “Day of the Honey
Bee” brochures emphasizing pollination. These spaces tend to
be expensive, but do you, the membership, want us to invest in
more marketing space on your behalf? The cost might be more
than one person could afford, but if the association does it then
we could all benefit.
Here is to a warm and bountiful spring. ❀
~ Stan Reist

BeesCene editor
The position of BeesCene editor for the British
Columbia Honey Producers’ Association (BCHPA) is
now open. BeesCene is a quarterly publication. We
have an excellent graphics and layout person on staff.
The printing and distribution system is in place. We are
looking for someone to carry on the duties of editor.
Duties include: developing article ideas; working with
contributing authors; advertisement sourcing; editing;
proofing; billings; distribution database management;
meeting deadlines and coordinating content with the
BCHPA website. Time allowance is about 40 to 45
hours per issue. Remuneration is open to negotiation.
Preference will be given to someone who has publishing experience, is active in the BC bee industry and is
a member in good standing with the BCHPA.
Closing date for submissions is March 15, 2011.
Anyone who is up to the challenge of becoming our
next BeesCene editor, please send your resume or
inquires by email to:
Barry Denluck
Media Chair
2nd Vice President, BCHPA
2ndvicepresident@bcbeekeepers.com
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5

A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia
from 1950 – 2000
By Douglas M. McCutcheon
COMING
SOON!
We're getting closer!
Thank you to those who've already expressed
an interest in purchasing copies
of the McCutcheons' book.
A list is being kept for tracking advance orders.
Please contact Diane Dunaway
to pre-order a copy of
A History of Beekeeping
In British Columbia from 1950 - 2000
diane@dunawayranch.com
or tel 250.297.6399

Bee Culture

THE MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN BEEKEEPING

Get Digital Bee Culture Magazine
On Your Computer
Save Lots of Postage
and Weeks of Time

Only $15.00 US

Or check it out on our web page at
www.BeeCulture.com
Do it Today and SAVE!
Send check to:

Bee Culture Magazine
623 Liberty, Medina OH 44256 or call
330-725-6677, Ext. 3220 with credit card
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2011 Bee Masters
Short Course
POSTPONEMENT
Due to travel restrictions and scheduling conflicts,
several speakers have been prevented from participating in the Bee Master Course.
Organizers have concluded that it is better to postpone the Bee Master course for one year to ensure that
its quality and integrity is not compromised.
We sincerely apologize for the disappointment and
inconvenience this may have caused.
Paul van Westendorp, Provincial Apiculturist
604-556-3129 paul.vanwestendorp@gov.bc.ca

Beelines
News from the Ministry of Agriculture
PAUL VAN WESTENDORP, Manager, BCMAL Apiculture Program
Bee Masters 2011
As I reported in the previous issue of BeesCene, we will be
hosting the upcoming Bee Master Short Course from February
28 to March 4. The big difference is the venue. Instead of
SFU’s Halpern Centre, we have decided to present the course
at the Richmond Campus of Kwantlen Polytechnic University.
This venue is excellent with plenty of convenient services and
amenities. For those interested to enroll, please visit www.
beemasters.ca.
The Bee Master course was originally developed and
introduced by former Provincial Apiculturist John Corner in
the mid-1950s. Over the years, this biennial course earned a
reputation as an excellent educational opportunity for experienced beekeepers to learn more about management, apiculture
research and the science behind beekeeping. It is recommended but not required, that students have previous beekeeping
experience.
The course is limited to 50 students, and preference will be
given to new first-time registrants. Students that have taken
the course previously will be placed on a waiting list until the
end of January.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at
paul.vanwestendorp@gov.bc.ca
Neonicotinoids
In the last few weeks there has been a sudden flurry of
activity on the Internet about the impact of neonicotinoidal
insecticides on bee populations. There has been an appeal
circulated by the AVAAZ organization for people to support a
ban on the use of these insecticides. I think it is important to
provide some background information about this issue.
The neonicotinoids belong to a family of “nicotine-mimicking’ neuro-toxins that have been proven very effective
insecticides. Bayer has been the principal developer and introduced these chemicals in the 1990s. Their high efficacy and
low mammalian toxicity facilitated in the development of a
wide range of formulations from crop seed treatments to the
flea collar of the family pet. Neonicotinoids have been introduced throughout the world and are applied to many different
crops. So, what is the controversy all about?
Traditionally, regulatory agencies evaluate pesticides prior
to registration on the basis of a whole range of criteria, from
acute toxicity (oral and dermal) to its environmental persistence, its constituent break-down products, etc. etc. This process is complicated, time-consuming and costly. To complicate
matters, different formulation and application methods may
provide vastly different results in the assessment criteria and
therefore each formulation requires its own evaluation. For
example, the foliar application of imidacloprid (one of the
early-generation neonicotinoids) proved safe with little risk of

persistence in the environment. In fact, this product has been
used successfully as a foliar application in Okanagan orchards
for many years. On the other hand, the soil drench and seedtreatment formulations with the same insecticidal ingredient
have a very different environmental profile and are taken up by
the crop plant as a systemic. This means that the active ingredient is picked up by the plant in sufficient quantity so that an
insect feeding on the crop will be poisoned and die. Persistence
in the soil may also make these chemicals detectable in crops
grown in subsequent years. This is an important point because
a bee-friendly crop may pick up the neonicotinoidal insecticide
initially applied to a crop not visited by bees, in a subsequent
year.
In the late 1990s, French beekeepers first reported high
colony losses in areas where crops had been treated with neonicotinoids and claimed that these chemicals were responsible.
Similar losses were reported in a number of other European
countries, which eventually led to temporary bans of certain neonicotinoidal formulations. The controversy generated
great interest in North America as neonicotinoids were being
approved at that time for an increasing number of field crops.
Since then, a great number of independent research projects
have been carried out in Europe and North America including
Canada, to determine a possible link between neonicotinoids
and bee population declines. Today’s technologies allow for
the detection of chemicals at extraordinary low levels including parts per billion (PPB) and even at parts per trillion (PPT)
for some chemicals. Despite the best research efforts, no clear
link could be established between neonicotinoidal insecticide
applications and bee declines.
However, the focus of recent research has shifted away
from acute exposure towards the effects of repeated and
chronic exposure of bees to sub-lethal dosages. In 2010,
European research reports claimed that chronic exposure to
neonicotinoids at very low dosages may cause irreversible
and accumulative nerve damage to insects. At these low exposure levels, foraging pollinators may not die but suffer from
memory loss that prevents them of finding their way back to
the nest. These findings would conveniently explain the CCD
phenomenon with its characteristic disappearance of the adult
bee population.
Recent claims that pollinator populations have rebounded in
some European countries where neonicotinoid bans had been
imposed would further support the claim that neonicotinoids
have been responsible for the decline of pollinator populations.
Furthermore, anecdotal reports in the fall 2009 claimed significant songbird population declines in different part of the world
due to reduced availability of insects that are their principal
food source as a result of widespread use of neonicotinoidal
insecticides.
VOLUME 27, #1 SPRING 2011
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As compelling as some of these reports are, there has
been little scientific data to substantiate these claims. The
apparent recovery of pollinator populations in Italy in 2010
has been a single year observation and furthermore, why then
would French pollinator populations not have recovered after
similar neonicotinoid bans have been imposed in France?
Tennekes’ 2010 study that claimed memory loss of insects
repeatedly exposed to low, sub-lethal dosages of neonicotinoids is compelling and points to the need for further research
and verification.
I am not familiar with the AVAAZ movement but it appears
that this organization as many others, has demanded a restriction on the use of the neonicotinoids until it can be proven
(through independent research) that these insecticides do not
have the environmental impact that some claim they do.
Queen and Bee Imports
Hawaii reported the Small Hive Beetle (SHB) in 2010, a
couple of years after Varroa mites had been confirmed. As a
result of the SHB find, Canada placed a temporary ban on the
import of queens from Hawaii. CFIA has been working with
Hawaiian producers and government to establish a new protocol that would allow for the resumption of queen imports. At
this time, Hawaiian queen bees can still not be imported but
hopefully, the issue will be resolved in the next few weeks well
before the start of the 2011 beekeeping season.
Just recently, the US imposed a ban on the import of bees
from Australia. The reason of this decision is the concern
about Australia’s planned cancellation of surveillance of Apis
ceranae, the Asiatic honey bee in the Northern Territory and
the State of Queensland. The United States is concerned about

TM

powered by honey

Kidd Bros. Honey
Our family owned brand was founded in 1884!
Honey contracts are now being made!
CONTACT
Ed Stubson or Diane Stubson

the potential threat of introducing pathogens associated with
A. ceranae through the import of Australian bees. It should be
pointed out that the principal bee producing areas of Australia
are at a great distance from the areas where A. ceranae has
been detected.
It is not expected that Canada will impose an import restriction of Australian bees at this time. The Australian surveillance
activities will continue until March 31, which will be close to
the end of Australia’s bee export season. Canadian authorities
are planning to contact Australia and request continuation of
the surveillance of A. ceranae and point out that permanent
cancellation may lead to Canada imposing a future import
ban.
* NOTE: We have just received information that CFIA's
protocol of Hawaiian queen imports has been approved by
USDA and therefore, Hawaiian queens will Be available to
Canadian beekeepers this spring. We are still waiting for final
word on the Australian issue.
Spring Colony Mortality Survey
We are planning to carry out the annual Spring Colony
Mortality Survey around late April. The survey will be directed
to larger beekeepers across the province and may be carried out
by telephone as it has in the past, or maybe carried out through
an on-line survey, or a combination of the two.
The information provided by individual beekeepers is strictly confidential and only compiled data of beekeeping regions
and the entire province will be made available. Your participation as commercial beekeeper is valuable as it provides a good
measure of the status to the beekeeping industry. We value
your participation and support.
Diane Dunaway Moving On
Yes, Diane’s sudden announcement of her resignation came
as a big surprise and yet, it was not entirely unexpected. Diane
has been the editor and creative force behind BeesCene for
over 5 years and she has done a superb job. The design, quality
and overall presentation placed BeesCene at par with the most
prominent beekeeper publications in Canada and the US.
The magazine fulfills a pivotal role in showcasing the
BCHPA and the beekeeping industry it represents. Without this
all-important communication tool, I think the BCHPA could
simply not have maintained its role of representing beekeepers
across the province.
But, as with every volunteer organization, there is a need
to turn-over the people that run it. It makes the organization
stronger, healthier, and...it prevents people from becoming
over-burdened with the task.
I believe BC beekeepers are proud of what you have done,
and I would like to personally thank you for the commitment
and contributions you have made to the BC beekeeping community for so many years. Thanks Diane. ❀
~ Paul van Westendorp, Provincial Apiculturist

Call our toll free number

1-877-437-9757
or e-mail kiddbros@telus.net

K.B. Honey Processors Ltd.
5312 Grimmer Street, Burnaby

Phone (604) 437-9757 Fax (604) 437-6789
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Life is not a continuum of
pleasant choices, but of inevitable
problems that call for strength,
determination, and hard work
~ Indian Proverb

From the UBC Research Lab
UBC Bee Research Update
Happy 2011 everyone! In the last issue of BeesCene I told
you that we were starting to wrap up the APIS project and
those efforts are continuing. We will hear by March whether
we have been successful in obtaining funds to take the markers we have identified in APIS from hypothetical tools into the
realm of applying them for marker-assisted selection. So, my
next report on this project will have a very happy or a very sad
note to it!
In the meantime, we remain involved in other areas of bee
research. I managed to convince Amanda Van Haga to come to
UBC to pursue her PhD degree in September and we are very
excited to have her on board. Many of you will at least know of
some of her work when she was a student with Steve Pernal’s
group looking at methods for treating AFB, particularly using
an enzyme called lysozyme. Amanda’s project in our group is
going to be focused on Nosema: she is developing a method to
get the spores to first germinate in test tubes and then to secrete
their sporoplasm. You may recall that when Nosema infect
bees they use a harpoon-type mechanism to shoot material into
the bee tissues and then start feeding on and developing within
the bee cells. Well, Amanda is hoping to be able to isolate that
material that the Nosema inject into bees so that we can better
understand how Nosema work. One of the short-term goals of
this work will be to identify some of the components of that
system that can be targeted with a new class of treatment called
RNAi (all four letters are sounded out: R-N-A-i), which is
being developed by an Israeli company called Beeologics.
The other thing that has occupied much of my time for the
last few months is the paper described below. My group has
been involved in writing a response to the work, refuting its
much-publicized findings.
An unknown virus causes Colony Collapse Disorder?
Just before the BCHPA AGM in Cranbrook this year, a study
was published that gained an enormous amount of publicity
around the world. I think it is fair to say that it really shook up
the honey bee community in the United States. (Bromenshenk
et al., (2010) Iridovirus and microsporidian linked to honey
bee colony decline. PLoS One 5.10:e13181).
Jerry Bromenshenk and his colleagues at the University
of Montana and the US Army used proteomic methods very
similar to the ones we use in my own group to claim that a
virus previously unknown in bees — insect iridescent virus 6
(IIV6) — correlated extremely well with symptoms in colonies
afflicted with Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD). If true, this
would certainly answer a lot of the open questions surrounding
CCD, but there was a lot of suspicion very early on because if
this virus was there then several other studies that used considerably more sensitive methods should have also detected
it. But they did not. Negative results from other studies do
not necessarily disprove the Bromenshenk study, however
there were other inconsistencies that were recognized almost
immediately. Since my own group is in the same field and uses
the same methods, we took it upon ourselves to try to repro-

duce these results, as
is commonly done
as one of the central
tenets of the scientific
process.
To cut a long story
short, the main problem we found was
that the authors did
not consider that there
might be bee proteins
present, even though
the samples came
from bees. When one
analyzes this kind of
data you compare
Leonard Foster, BSc, PhD
what you have meaPhoto by Brian Hawkes, Genome BC
sured against known
libraries of what
might be in your sample. It is very important to consider all
possibilities.
To make an analogy: for instance, if you arrived in a new
city not knowing what language was spoken and you heard
three words, ‘yes’, ‘no’ and ‘thanks’, what would you do?
Let’s say that the first dictionary you find is a Klingon dictionary and you find those words in there (they may not be
real Klingon words, but please humour me), then you might
conclude that you are in a Klingon city. However, if you just
arrived in that city after a ferry ride from Victoria, BC, then it
probably would have been more appropriate to look first in an
English dictionary. In effect, looking in a Klingon dictionary
without also looking in a more likely dictionary is what the
authors of this study did. They did not also look at more likely
possibilities. There were at least three technical properties of
the data collected in the study that indicate that if the authors
had instead looked first at bee proteins (i.e., the English dictionary), then they would have come to dramatically different
conclusions.
The ultimate and only possible conclusion that we were able

GloryBee
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to come up with from re-analyzing their data was that there is
absolutely no evidence that this new virus, IIV6, is present at
all in bees. The more technical version of our rebuttal can be
found on-line (Foster (2011) Interpretation of data underlying
the link between CCD and an invertebrate iridescent virus.
Molecular & Cellular Proteomics). ❀
Editor’s note:
For further information about this subject, we recommend
Randy Oliver’s article (ABJ December, 2010 pages 1165 to
1172) that explains the process that the Bromenshenk team
went through. It seems that the big question is why the other
genomicists missed the IIV in their study with what should
have been a more sensitive technique. Randy claims that they
have not been able to culture the virus because there is no
available cell culture line for honey bees. We’ve since learned
that Foster’s lab can in fact do these cultures.

BC Honey Producers’ Association

NUTRITIONAL
FACT
Nutrition Facts
V
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only
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Leonard Foster’s note:
Randy Oliver wrote this article based on some initial information he received that the authors had considered bee proteins
in their analysis and it is no longer clear that this is the
case.

As a child my family's menu
consisted of two choices:
take it or leave it.

each
Rolls of
2000

Amount
Teneur

(20g)

% Daily Value
% valeur quotidienne

Calories / Calories 60
Fat / Lipides 0 g
Carbohydrates / Glucid
es 17 g
Sugars / Sucres 16 g
Protein / Protéines
0g

0%
6 %

Not a significant sour
ce of saturated fat, tran
s fat,
cholesterol, sodium,
fibre, vitamin A, vitam
in C,
calcium or iron.
Source négligeable de
lipides saturés, lipides
trans, cholestérol, sodi
um, fibres, vitamine A,
vitamine C, calcium et
fer.

To order and for details contact:
Duaine Hardie
250-748-8471
hardiehoney@shaw.ca

~ Buddy Hackett

Technologies Corporation
Hive Contamination Management
Iotron provides a solution for today’s bee colony problems. Iotron’s treatment program provides
apiculturists with a cost effective and environmentally friendly solution for managing common beehive
contaminants.
Iotron’s electron beam irradiation
processing treatment is proven effective for treating
comb, pollen and wax, Iotron’s processing method
penetrates through materials like an X-ray, yielding
superior results allowing beekeepers to reduce or
eliminate the use of antibiotics and other interventions
in the field.
Iotron’s electron beam irradiation
processing technology is an advanced
tool for working on today’s complex
issues.

Please contact Iotron for more information
Iotron Technologies Corp. 1425 Kebet Way, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838 Fax; 640 945-8827 Email Iotron@iotron.com Website www.iotron.com
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Bob Liptrot of Tugwell Creek Honey Farm and Meadery
On Living an Integrated Life
- an interview with Diane Dunaway
How It All Started
Robert (Bob) Liptrot was introduced to
beekeeping in the early 1960’s as a boy growing up in East Vancouver. He had an uncle
who kept bees and was a neighbour of C.C.
(Charlie) Kennedy, Past President of the Beekeepers’ Association of BC and chairman of
the PNE Honey Committee. Charlie became
a good friend of the family. He saw to it that
Bob’s sweet tooth was quickly hooked on
honeycomb. In exchange, Bob cleaned boxes
and frames, and for further incentive was allowed the occasional encounter with an open
hive of honey bees. These early experiences
and ongoing mentoring encouraged Bob into
what has become a lifelong vocation.
Bob admits to having had many ‘other
jobs’ along the way, but says bees were always in the background. He attended university, graduating with a Masters Degree
in Entomology. He is the past president of
the Langley, South Fraser Division of the
Fraser Valley Bee Keepers Association, and
is a long-standing member of the B.C. Honey
Producers’ Association.
In the mid-1990’s, Bob and his wife Dana
LeComte lived on Lulu Island in New Westminster. They loved the rural aspect of their
home, but could see that the ‘burbs’ were
fast encroaching on their idyllic setting, so
in 1999 Bob and Dana pulled up stakes and
moved to Vancouver Island.
Island Bound
Starting from scratch, Bob arrived on the
Island with an old extractor, his hive tools,
bee smokers, and bee suit. He was acutely
aware of the quarantine in place to protect
Vancouver Island’s honey bee population
and thriving beekeeping industry.
By 2003, Bob and Dana had established
their own beekeeping operation and BC’s first
commercial meadery. Their Tugwell Creek
Honey Farm and Meadery is 10 kilometres
from Sooke, along the Juan de Fuca Highway. Situated on a 12-acre parcel just a few
hundred metres from the Pacific Ocean, it’s a
beautiful and, at the same time, challenging
microclimate for keeping honey bees.
Some of Bob’s hives are only 100 metres from the shoreline. He prides himself on
breeding tough bees! In fact, queen breeding
remains a passion for this master beekeeper.
In a typical year, Tugwell Farm runs about

100 hives and 200 nucs. Bob focuses on varietal honey. He moves his bees to the surrounding mountains to capture the fireweed
bloom. Other indigenous nectars include
salal, maple and blackberry. He stresses that
these are not your run-of-the mill crop honeys taken from monoculture plantings of alfalfa, canola, and so on.
With last year’s good nectar flow, Bob harvested 8000 pounds of honey from 80 colonies over a period of two and a half months.
This included honeycomb that he produces
the old-fashioned way, using empty frames
without foundation for the bees to draw out
on their own. A profitable sideline when the
conditions are right.
Trouble in Paradise
Although things turned around for a successful 2010 season, we would be remise if
we didn’t mention the catastrophic honey bee
losses and subsequent political shenanigans
that plagued Island beekeepers last year. Bob
lost 35 per cent of his bees last spring, his
personal worst in his history of 40 plus years
of keeping bees.
Bob recalls attending an emergency meeting of beekeepers in Duncan last spring. He
remarked on what an eye opener it was to
hear first hand accounts of 90 per cent losses
by seasoned commercial beekeepers, including some who’d been in the business for 60
years. It was enough to make more than one
grown beekeeper shed a tear.
Bob feels strongly that the government’s
knee-jerk reaction to lift the provincial Bee
Act’s quarantine on the Movement of Bees
from the mainland was outrageous! Speaking from his background in epidemiology,
he says that it was “the worst decision made
in BC’s entire apiculture history”. Bob further describes the move as going from what
should be strict and rigorous protocols to “an
open air lab experiment”.
Bob commented on what a pity it is that
some beekeepers have chosen to see the Island situation as an ‘us and them’ problem
rather than a provincial issue. As Bob says,
“It’s better to be hard on the problem, and not
on each other”. In the meanwhile, he worries about virus mutations and wonders why
we haven’t adopted an infrastructure such as
New Zealand’s model to limit importation
and emphasize educational outreach programs.
Bob empathizes with the challenges beeVOLUME 27, #1 SPRING 2011
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keepers throughout the province face. He
recalls keeping bees near the Canada and
US border in the Fraser Valley over 20
years ago when the mite situation was
so bad that he had to relocate his queen
rearing yards away from the fray. Bob
also mentions how frustrating it must
be for Mainlanders who can’t muster up
enough colonies to meet the astonishing
demand for blueberry pollination.

sues, he recommends a slower and safer
approach to beekeeping. It pays to take a
professional course and it’s a good idea
to follow up with an advance course to
keep up with pests and pathogens.
2) Don’t Buy Used Equipment
Bob is a huge proponent of comb rotation and regular culling. He recommends
saving yourself a lot of grief by buying
new. Harmful residues can’t be detected
in field assays. Start clean!

of honey, mead was thought by Romans
to lengthen life and to possess unique
healing qualities. The ancient Nordic
people considered the drinking of mead
as a most important aspect of daily life.
Legends of great mead halls, feasts and
celebrations abound in the cultural histories of the countries of this area. It is
the bee’s tireless search for nectar from

3) Join a Beekeeping Club
It’s one thing to be book-learned, but
another entirely to understand regional
differences in managing bees. Local
clubs offer the opportunity to expose
yourself to varying opinions and a variety of topics that you might not otherwise hear about.

Bob working his bees.
Advice for New Beekeepers
Amazingly, Bob still finds time to engage with new beekeepers. He is active
with both the Cowichan Beekeepers’ Association and Victoria’s Capital Region
Beekeepers’ Associations; helps organize a beekeeping display at the Sooke
Fair; and teaches beekeeping courses
through Royal Roads University. Bob is
quick to say that in advising newbies to
take a course, he doesn’t mean this to be
a conflict of interest — it needn’t be one
of his courses! He also encourages new
beekeepers to find a mentor.
Here is some advice from Bob:
1) Take a Course
Beekeeping isn’t considered a cheap
hobby. Because of the investment required, it only makes sense to protect
your sanity along the way! Bob compares beginning beekeeping to learning
how to drive a car. In the old days there
wasn’t as much traffic, cars didn’t go as
fast, so there was less of a chance of having a wreck. Given today’s complex is-
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About Making Mead
Sometimes it’s best to just take things
straight from the horse’s mouth! Like
buying a postcard instead of being a slave
to your camera. Here is a description of
mead from Bob’s website at www.tugwellcreekfarm.com:
Mead is the oldest art of fermentation.
Consumed by all from kings to peasants,
mead has gained a reputation as a giver
of life, wisdom, courage and strength
down through the ages. The term “honeymoon” has been associated with drinking
mead during the month-long celebration
following a wedding in pagan times…. In
addition to the health giving properties

thousands of blossoms that creates the
honey in each bottle of mead. 100%
natural honey is diluted with pure water
and spices or berry juice to add further
dimension and complexity. Special yeast
cultures are added to this medieval style
of mead. A fermentation and slow aging
process in European oak barrels occurs
for up to three years before bottling.
Running parallel to Bob’s love of
honey bees is his 35-year enchantment
with mead and wine. He’s spent time in
the vineyards of Keremeos, Oliver and
the Similkameen Valley. Bob’s uncle
was an accomplished mead maker; his
recipes are considered family secrets that
Tugwell Creek Meadery has taken to a
new level. By modifying some equipment, Bob can produce 2000 litres of fine
quality mead instead of the traditional 20
litres.
Bob describes his product as “New
World Meads Made with Old World
Techniques”. He is adamant about only
using the best ingredients, and prescribes
to the ‘garbage in, garbage out’ dictum
for carefully choosing varietal honeys
and locally grown fruit. His latest venture is to harvest honey from a new beeyard situated in a grove of linden trees.

Bob advises novice mead makers to go online and start researching. He recommends online chat rooms for throwing out
ideas. Making Mead (Honey Wine): History, Recipes, Methods
and Equipment by Roger A. Morse is a good reference book to
have on hand.
Bob consults with the UC Davis Department of Viticulture
and Enology and the Okanagan Wine Institute whenever he
gets stumped. He says he really likes the fact that mead making
has such a small carbon footprint compared to other spirits. The
bees forage in an open area that hasn’t been artificially planted
or maintained in a conventional agricultural manner.
Vertically Integrated
Bob and Dana are determined to live a life that leaves a
very light ecological footprint. The majority of their land is
left fallow and the vegetation is diverse and indigenous to their
area. There is a stream on their property where salmon spawn.
Tugwell Creek Farm is registered with the Land Conservancy.
They grow their own berries for making their melomels, and
even keep a couple of goats on the property to lightly graze and
fertilize the land. Bob and Dana belong to Slow Food International, and they support their local Community Health Initiative, a group of doctors, farmers, and market gardeners bringing education and healthy lifestyle choices to their community.
Bob and Dana also give generously of their time to the Sooke
Fall Fair each year.

Tugwell Creek
Honey Farm’s
Lavender Honey
Cheesecake
A no-bake recipe
for people on the run!
(serves 6-8)
1/2 lb shortbread cookies or
graham wafers
5 tbsp melted butter
3 tbsp lavender petals, fresh or dried, tied in cheesecloth
6 oz wildflower honey
8 oz light cream cheese
1 1/2 cups heavy cream
Place cookies or wafers in plastic bag and crush them
until they are quite fine. Place crumbs in a bowl and combine them with the melted butter. Press this mixture into a
9-inch spring form pan and place in the refrigerator for 1
hour.
To make the lavender infusion pour 2 1/2 tbsp boiling
water and 2 teaspoons of honey into a small metal bowl
and steep lavender in this for 15 minutes. Remove the lavender and let the infusion cool.
In a large bowl beat together the light cream cheese and
honey until it is smooth then gradually add the lavender
infusion until the mixture is smooth. Whip the cream until
it forms soft peaks and then fold into the cheese mixture.
Pour the filling over the crumb base and place in the refrigerator for 3-4 hours to set.
Sprinkle the top with lavender flowers to decorate before serving.
Run a warm knife around the inside edge of the spring
form pan. Slice to serve.

Bob and Dana enjoy the fruits of their labour.
Recently Tugwell Creek Honey Farm and Meadery was well
received at the A Taste of BC convention held in Vancouver at
the Hyatt Regency Hotel. Closer to home, Bob was asked to be
the guest speaker at a local video awareness night. The featured
movie, Plight of the Honey Bee, drew a record audience of 150
people. Bob went to the event fully expecting a short five-minute question and answer period following the viewing… it was
60 minutes before he was done!
It’s easy to admire and become fascinated with what Bob
and Dana have created at Tugwell Creek Honey Farm and
Meadery. Their lifestyle reflects harmony and balance, as do
their award-winning meads. We wish them every success in
the future.❀

Maximize Spring Build-up
and Colony Health
Feed ready-made patties from

GLOBAL PATTIES

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate
for good build-up and large honey crops.
Feed patties to ensure colony health,
fast build-up and maximum production.

Learn more at www.globalpatties.com
and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free
or email mike@globalpatties.com
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Canadian Honey Council Report
by Gerry McKee
CHC representative
for British Columbia

As this is my first report on the activities of CHC, I would
like to thank my predecessor, Ted Hancock, for his assistance
in getting me up to speed for this portfolio. I also appreciated
Lew Truscott’s advice.
My first experience on the Board was to record the first
teleconference of the Stock Replacement Committee (SRC) on
November 10, 2010. All provincial members were represented
on this Committee, including two ex-officios of the Canadian
Professional Apiarist Association (CAPA), Medhat Nasr, Chair,
CAPA’s Importation Committee, and Rheal Lafreniere, CAPA
President.
Two priority items quickly emerged: the importation of
Hawaiian queens and the inter-provincial movement of honey
bees. There was consensus that no adequate alternatives existed
for queen replacements this coming season and if the risk of
importing of Small Hive Beetle could be mitigated to a very
low level, then the Committee recommended the CHC Board
request Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) to change
the importation protocols for Hawaiian queens. Medhat had
conducted several experiments to demonstrate that changes to
the shipping of queen with two to five attendants would allow
adequate visual inspection. Also, Gus Rouse of Kona Queen
has adopted “Best Management Practices for SHB,” prepared
through consultation with SHB experts from Florida.
Dr. Amy Snow, CFIAs’ Animal Importation Policy
Development, is expected to negotiate the new protocols
with the U.S. Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) before mid-January. It is interesting to note that the
American importation protocol tolerance for Varroa is zero
while Canada’s is currently one per cent.
On the second topic of inter-provincial movement of honey
bees, there was agreement that provincial jurisdictions need
to develop plans in arranging protocols when new diseases
and pests emerge that might otherwise hamper the movement
of honey bees between provinces. The natural reaction when
new diseases and pests are discovered has often been border
closures. Ontario beekeepers pollinating in New Brunswick
do not want border closures because of the apparent isolated
SHB infestation in their Essex County. Similarly, Alberta
beekeepers overwintering in B.C. would not want to see the
border closed if a SHB infestation was found. This topic was
further discussed during the second SRC teleconference on
December 15, 2010as migratory beekeepers wanted to know
in advance what conditions are likely to occur when a new
pest is discovered, rather than being subjected to “knee jerk”
reactions. It was suggested that if Best Management Practices
were established before the pest arrives, this might provide
some assurance as to what type of action plan would evolve.
Another SRC meeting was held following our AGM in
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Galveston. There were two action items regarding the interprovincial movement of honey bees: a committee to review the
existing agreements between provinces, and, secondly, three
provincial apiarists volunteered to draft “Best Management
Practices for SHB” to facilitate the inter-provincial movement
of bees. Following the SRC meeting, seven American queen
producers joined us to discuss the challenges they had in
meeting our Canadian importation protocols. Our committee
was surprised with the requirements their APHIS inspectors
expected. One of the queen producers promised to forward an
outline of APHIS protocol requirements to our committee for
our discussion with CFIA.
Our arrival at Galveston for the North American Beekeeping
Conference was greeted by throngs of blackbirds shrieking as
they gathered to roost in the trees along the entrance to the San
Luis Hotel. Finally in our room, we were able to relax after
travelling 14 hours with a four am start. From our balcony,
we enjoyed the view of foaming waves rolling onto the beach
on the other side of the Seawall Boulevard. Tiny lights on the
ocean horizon reminded us of the numerous drilling platforms
supporting America’s energy demands. Fortunately, Galveston
was spared BP’s oil contamination.
On the following morning, we met our new Executive
Director, Rod Scarlett of Edmonton. Although Rod knows
little about bees, he has farm business experience and has
worked for more than 10 years as the Executive Director of
Wild Rose Producers, a non-profit organization for Alberta
farmers with a variety of commodities. He has an MA degree
and has worked as a Government aide for seven years in
Alberta Agriculture. Rod is energetic and keen to assist the
Board in serving our membership, as Heather Clay had done
so well.
In addition to working on resolutions from the provinces
and the Fred Rathje award, our Board covered a whole range of
items including ten 10 committee reports, updates on the recent
negative publicity (butryic acid residues from Bee Go), and
Health Canada’s posters and ads warning of botulism in honey.
Our financial situation has improved as the revised 2010/2011
budget has been trimmed to provide a small surplus, thanks in
part to the one-time gift from Bee Maid.
Our provincial request for an open meeting on resolutions
was again defeated, as the Board does not want controversial

Our personal consumer
choices have ecological,
social, and spiritual
consequences. It is time to
re-examine some of our
deeply held notions that
underlie our lifestyles.
~ David Suzuki

publicity, as our issues could become
contentious. Resolutions accepted were
as follows:
1. In view of the recent articles in
the media regarding foreign substances
being found in honey in Canada, be
it resolved that the CHC immediately
establish a committee of industry
experts to formulate a factual response
to these situations based on all scientific
information available, and that this
committee be empowered to appoint a
spokesperson to handle inquiries and
to make this response available to the
industry.
2. That the CHC, as well as the proper
regulatory agencies, create an amendment
to inter-provincial regulations and bee
importation regulations to accept three
per cent or less as the standard Varroa
mite threshold level.
3. That the CHC request PMRA to
grant an Emergency Use Registration
(EUR) for Apivar from July 1/11 to June
30/12. Also, if Apivar is not registered
by June 30/11, then CHC work with
provinces to seek EUR for 2011-2012.
4. That CHC support the registration
of 65 per cent Formic acid for use against
Tracheal and Varroa mites.
5. That CHC request that CFIA review
current import conditions as they pertain

to SHB, thus facilitating and securing
the importation of healthy queens free
of SHB into Canada for the needs of the
Canadian honey and crop pollination
industries.
6. That CHC continue to work with
PMRA to continue to increase the
number of options for mite control (e.g.
organic acids and essential oils).
7. That CHC prepare a strategy and
time line to encourage the registration of
all beekeeping facilities preparing honey
destined for export and retail sales.
8. That CHC encourage and support
companies that develop and/or have the
potential to develop and register new
and/or better organic treatments for the
control of mites.
9. That CHC work closely with the
provinces to ensure protocol flexibility
while mitigating risk of SHB dispersal
during inter-provincial movement of
honey bees.
These resolutions will be presented
on CHC’s website as soon as the Board
assigns them to committee. Subsequent
action reports will be updated on the
web, possibly quarterly. You will note
that several of the resolutions, such as
numbers 4 and 5, seem redundant as the
Stock Replacement Committee has taken
action on these issues.

Howard Bryans, of Munro Apiaries,
Alvinston, Ontario, received the Fred
Rathje Memorial Award. Howard was
president of both the Ontario Beekeepers
Association and CHC during 1972-73
and 1981-82. Munro is one of the largest
honey producers in Ontario and one of
few registered meaderies. Howard’s
sons, Davis and John now operate the
apiary. Unfortunately, Howard is in very
poor health.
Our nomination of Willy Baumgartner
received favourable comments with
consideration being given to having an
award in Willy’s name. I will follow up,
as I am also Chair of CHC’s Membership
and Events committee.
CHC Board’s 2011 Executive:
President Corey Bacon, Vice-President
Lee Townsend, Secretary Gerry McKee,
and Treasurer Jerry Poelman. Lee
Townsend heads the New Food Safety
Committee. The Foreign Workers’
Committee was renamed the Labour
Committee and will post information
updates on the CHC website.
Next year’s AGM will be held in
January 2012 in Winnipeg, hosted by the
Manitoba Beekeepers.
Following our Board meeting, we
joined about 600 beekeepers at the
Welcome Reception. Joe and Marg

HELLO B.C. HONEY PRODUCERS!
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New Look Website
Launch
Our current website was designed and built with
tools and technology of the past decade. The technology
of websites has moved forward. We are updating
the design to reflect this new technology and to
incorporate more current material. We also plan to
build an interactive component where our members can
search for relevant beekeeping data and to post queries
pertaining to there specific needs in their specific area
of BC. The website needs to address the information
that new beekeepers are looking for with tips and local
contact information. With the launch of the website
upgrade proposed for March 4, 2011 we will start a
major initiative for a membership drive. ❀

The 2011 Census of Agriculture and Beekeeping
by Erik Dorff, Census of Agriculture
Bees have long been known for the
sweet honey that they produce, but as
they struggle against parasites and other
challenges that have been decimating
their numbers, people have started to pay
attention to the important role the insects
play in crop pollination.
On May 10, 2011, farm operators —
including beekeepers — will be asked to
update Canada’s definitive national agricultural profile by completing the 2011
Census of Agriculture questionnaire.
For those in the beekeeping sector
— whether for honey or for pollination — completing their census forms
is now more important than ever before
because of increasing competitive challenges, environmental stresses and pest
infestations.
The Census of Agriculture will provide farmers, their organizations, and
everyone interested in the future of
Canadian farming with solid information to quantify the agricultural situation and help make informed decisions.
Though the direct questions about bees
are only a small portion of the census
questionnaire, the critical role beekeepers play in providing pollination services
for a number of agricultural commodities makes their participation particularly
important.
Over half a million colonies of honey
bees were reported on the 2006 Census
of Agriculture. Although all provinces
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reported honey bees, more than seven
out of every 10 colonies (71.5%) were
located in the Prairie provinces and most
were found in Alberta, the province with
the largest acreage of forage seed in
Canada.
The 2006 Census featured an improved
and enlarged section on beekeeping that
captured information on both honey bees
and other bees used exclusively for pollination — principally leaf-cutter bees.
For 2011 this added depth continues to
be reflected in the questionnaire.
Bees used exclusively for pollination are found almost entirely in the
three Prairie provinces, with 96.8% of
the 399,968 gallons of other pollinating
bees reported Saskatchewan has over
half (55.6%) of the leaf-cutter bees in
Canada.
The beekeeping sector faces a number
of pressing issues. Mite infestations in
honey bee populations and the difficulties they cause are of particular concern.
The mites are one factor believed to be
contributing to elevated over wintering
losses on Canadian commercial beekeeping operations.
Information with which to make
informed decisions is an important tool
for producers, their agencies and the
government in trying to stay competitive
in an increasingly uncertain world. The
ability to understand where we are now
— and indeed where we have come from
— allows better informed approaches to
face tomorrow’s challenges. Participa-

tion by producers in the 2011 Census of
Agriculture will also allow them to give
a local as well as national voice to their
present situation, informing Canadians
of the crucial role the diverse agricultural sector plays in shaping our national
picture.
The Census of Agriculture, the
backbone of Canada’s agricultural statistics program, identifies trends and
reflects issues, opportunities and challenges within the agricultural community. Questions cover topics such as land
use, crops, livestock, agricultural labour,
machinery and equipment, farm finances
and land management practices. The
depth of coverage allows the census to
be the definitive source of information
on the agricultural sector, giving voice
to farmers’ situations.
On May 10, 2011, add your voice to
those of Canada’s beekeepers by counting yourself in on the Census of Agriculture.
Fill out your questionnaire on paper
and mail it back in the prepaid envelope
or take advantage of the internet application which automatically adds totals and
skips you through the parts of the questionnaire that you indicate don’t apply to
your operation.
For more information on the 2011
Census of Agriculture visitcheck out
the website at http://www.statcan.gc.ca/
ca-ra2011/index-eng.htm or contact Erik
Dorff by telephone at 613-951-2818 or
by e-mail at erik.dorff@statcan.gc.ca ❀

Lomond, of Ashcroft Apiaries at Savona,
B.C., arrived a little late after a rough
flight and a detour around Houston
because of stormy weather. About 30
Canadians attended, as well as a small
delegation from Mexico and Bermuda,
where Varroa has just arrived. I talked
with Richard Springborn, of Silver Star
Apiary at Armstrong, at Canada Night
where CHC members were able to query
the Board.
During the next three and a-half
days, there were over 140 seminars
and workshops, along with the Trade
Show and the Honey Show Judging.
The seminar presentations varied from
Bee Researchers to Serious Sideliners
to general session speakers. It was a
scramble attending topics that I thought
would be of interest to our membership.
There were only three sessions on
the SHB. Most of the research topics
pertained to hive health, viz. CCD
studies. I will include this information
in my next CHC report, along with
my discussions with beekeepers at the
Conference.
The big story at the Conference
was the recent convictions of honey
laundering operators. Prior to an update
by Homeland Security Investigation,
our CHC’s Gordon Marks made a
presentation on the economic profile of
the world’s honey trade titled “World’s
Honey Supply and Demand and How It
Relates to the North American Market”
which helped to put honey laundering
in perspective. Gordon’s information
also provided a good background on
the need for a “True Source Honey
Traceability program”, which was the
following presentation given by the
founding members. The Globe and Mail
(January 5, 2011 edition) carried a great
article by Jessica Leeder titled “Honey
laundering: The sour side of nature’s
golden sweetener.” An excerpt:
“As crime sagas go, a scheme rigged
by a sophisticated cartel of global
traders has all the right blockbuster
elements: clandestine movements of
illegal substances through a network
of co-operatives in Asia, a German
conglomerate, jet-setting executives,
doctored laboratory reports, high-profile
takedowns and fearful turncoats. “
We had a great time, met a lot of
nice folks (about 1,200 beekeepers
participated) and, at times, suffered from
information overload. I ventured into the
Trade Show to prospect for participants
for our Vancouver Conference in October

and to get some ideas on presentations.
Though not really interested in buying
any particular item, I did come away
with two books: Smart Swarms by Peter
Miller and The Wisdom of Bees by Dr.
Michael O’Malley. Perhaps, the bees
will show me a few new ways to get
organized which I can pass along.
Stan Reist had asked me to check out
HopGuard while I was in Galveston. I
didn’t know what it was until I walked
past Mann Lake’s booth. It is a new
contact bio-miticide and the active
ingredient is an acid extracted from the
Hop cone by Beta Tec Hop Products,
the world’s oldest (est.1794) and largest
Hop producer. At a seminar, Lloyd
Schantz, Vice-President of Beta Tec,
outlined their three field trials conducted
in Hawaii, Arizona and California. The
acid is saturated on a cardboard strip
that is hung between frames at the rate
of two strips per ten frames. You can
treat anytime, even during honey flow.
No removal of treatment strips is needed
as bees eventually chew it away. It is a
natural, food grade product and has no
negative effects on normal hive activity
— no adverse effect on brood, queen and
drones. The cost is US$0.60 per strip.
I asked Jack Thomas, the original
owner of Mann Lake, when the product
would be coming to Canada. Mann Lake
is expecting EPA approval next week for
Washington, Oregon and Idaho, the first
three States to apply for certification.
Beta Tec conducted its field trials with
Eric Olson in Washington. (Eric runs
17,000 hives.) Eight additional States
have started the certification process.
Jack indicated that Mann Lake wanted to
see how this product was received before
expanding their market. To date, I could
not find any experimental documentation
on their website.
Incidentally, the weather in Galveston
was overcast most of the time, except
for a couple of sunny afternoons.
Temperature averaged about 9 degrees
C. and on the last day we had a squall
with 50 mph winds, which brought out
the surfboarders. No snow to shovel
though. ❀

Life is the sum of all
your choices.
~ Albert Camus
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BCHPA Semi-Annual Meeting Business Day
SATURDAY, MARCH 5
from 9am to 4pm
Coast Canadian Inn, Kamloops
*note - the meeting is free, lunch is $20
(advance booking is recommended, see
details on the registration form).

We'll start the day with association business including reports
from the BCHPA Executive, an update from the BCHPA Education
Committee, and the opportunity to raise new business.
Following lunch, guests Dr. Leonard Foster of the University of
British Columbia, John Gibeau of The Honeybee Centre and Joann Adams of AgriStability will take the floor. Here are their short
biographies and areas of interest.

Dr. Leonard Foster
Dr. Leonard Foster grew up in McBride, in
the Central Interior of BC, and completed his
Bachelor's in Biochemistry at Simon Fraser University, working during the summers with Mark
Winston and Keith Slessor on queen mandibular pheromone. From there, he went to Toronto
to pursue graduate studies in cell biology and
biochemistry with Dr. Amira Klip at the Hospital for Sick Children. Following this, he moved
to Odense, Denmark to learn about mass spectrometry and proteomics in one of the founding
labs of this burgeoning field. He returned to BC
in January of 2005 to start his own laboratory in
the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology and the Centre for High-Throughput
Biology at UBC. His group applies quantitative proteomics, biochemistry, and cell biology
to understand host-pathogen interactions, including human bacterial pathogens and various
honey bee pathogens. Dr. Foster is the Canada
Research Chair in Quantitative Proteomics.

John Gibeau, B.Sc., MBA,
BeeMaster
President, Honeybee Centre
John grew up with honey bees.
His father was a beekeeper and dairy
farmer in Morinville, Alberta. Shortly
after moving to B.C. in 1977, John
started pollinating blueberry and raspberry fields in Surrey with a dozen
hives, which he transported on a utility
trailer.
In year 2000, John began his career
as a commercial beekeeper with 80 colonies. He opened his store at the Honeybee
Centre in 2002 and has grown the company steadily since then. In 2011, John will
place 4,500 colonies into blueberry fields and 1,700 colonies into cranberries, raspberries, kiwifruit and pumpkins.
John has a Bachelor of Science degree, majoring in Biology, from the University
of Alberta, and a Masters Degree in Business Administration from Simon Fraser University. He has been married to Verna for over 35 years, has two wonderful children,
and his first of many grandchildren. John plays the cello, but not very well, he says.
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Jo-anne Adams
Jo-anne Adams is the AgriStability
Representative for the central part of the
province. She has an extensive accounting background. Jo-anne has worked for
several major accounting firms in Oshawa, Ontario, Calgary, Alberta and Red
Deer, Alberta.
Her duties included writing up books
of accounts, preparing tax returns and
administering a Great West Life Insurance Program
Prior to working for the Alberta Agriculture Crown Corporation, AAFC, in
Lacombe, Alberta, Jo-anne worked for
the Alberta Department of Education as
accountant for the Central Alberta Regional School District No. 3, and then
as assistant to the consultant for Early
Childhood Services in Red Deer.
She worked on referral from several
Chartered Accountants to set up Simply
Accounting for their clients, instruct staff
and monitor books of account to the financial statement stage. Jo-anne is the
co-owner in an Alberta trucking company.
She was an Analyst II with AAFC in
Lacombe from 1995 to 2001, providing training, workshops and reviewing
files for Alberta producers. In 1998, BC
contracted with AAFC to purchase the
Farm Income Disaster Program system,
renamed for BC as Whole Farm Insurance Program. Jo-anne worked on BC
files until June 2001, when she accepted
the position of Senior Verifier with WFIP
in Vernon, BC. WFIP was replaced for
the 2003 taxation year, with CAIS. Joanne continued to give workshops, assist
farmers and ranchers for all of BC with
one on one sessions regarding the program. CAIS transitioned to AgriStability and she continues to assist producers
with explanation of programs and how to
complete the files accurately.

BCHPA Semi-Annual Meeting Educational Day
SUNDAY, MARCH 6

from 8:30am to 4pm
Coast Canadian Inn, Kamloops
Registration $60 in advance, includes lunch
and all materials.

Paul van Westendorp
Paul van Westendorp is Provincial Apiculturist, British Columbia Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands.
Paul first became involved in
beekeeping at the age of 12 in the
Netherlands. After immigrating
to Canada in the early 1970s, he
worked in mining and drilling in
northern BC and Yukon before
entering the University of BC
Faculty of Agricultural Science. He became involved in beekeeping again when Doug McCutcheon of the BC Ministry
of Agriculture hired him as Apiculture Technician to carry
out projects over several summers. After serving as Provincial Apiculturist of Alberta, Paul became Supervisor of the
Apiculture Program in BC in March 1990. Over the years, he
has written extensively about beekeeping in BeesCene, and
has attended countless beekeepers’ meetings throughout the
province.
During the 1990s, Paul spearheaded the preparation and
organization for the Apimondia Conference of 1999. As
Chair of ApiExpo99, he was responsible for the tradeshow
that attracted exhibitors from around the world. The highly
successful Conference had over 3,300 participants, and almost half a million dollars in profit was transferred into the
Canadian Bee Research Fund, an endowment jointly registered by Canadian Honey Council and the Canadian Association of Professional Apiculturists (CAPA) to support Canadian bee research.
Paul’s topic for the education workshop is, “IPM — What
it is, and what it isn’t.”

Brenda Jager
Living on Gabriola Island,
Brenda Jager works as a commercial beekeeper and queen
breeder. She is also the Vancouver Island region’s provincial
Apiary Inspector for the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands.
She has many years experience
teaching beginner beekeeping
courses and inspecting for diseases and pests for the province.
Brenda will be presenting an overview of the major pests
and diseases found in BC bee hives. Healthy hives depend
on knowledgeable beekeepers so the presentation will cover
diagnosis and treatment options. (90 minutes)

There are five presenters including John Gibeau (see his
bio under business day on page 30). This comprehensive
line-up is sure to please. The workshop has something
for everybody. Topics include information about urban
beekeeping, honey bee health, marketing your hive
products, and business expansion. Advance registration
is highly recommended and will help organizers with
meal and coffee break arrangements. As an added
incentive, an Early Bee Draw is open to those who sign
up by February 25. Good luck and
see you there!

Stan Reist
BCHPA President Stan Reist,
his wife Cheryl, and their eldest
son have a commercial beekeeping
operation in Pleasant Valley near
Nanaimo on Vancouver Island.
Stan served in the Royal Canadian Air Force, and after leaving
the service he earned his interprovincial Heavy Duty Mechanics
Certificate. Among the places that
Stan and Cheryl and their family
lived over the next few years was
six years on Baffin Island in the Arctic! In 1987, they settled in
Pleasant Valley, and, in 1993, they bought their first two honey
bee hives to pollinate their apple orchard. The initial two hives
kept turning into more and, in 1996, Stan and Cheryl took the
Bee Masters course at Simon Fraser University. They now run
400 plus hives, up and down Vancouver Island, with a focus on
pollination contracts and honey production. The Reists also operate their beekeeping supply company, The Flying Dutchman,
from their home base.
Stan’s topic for the education workshop is, “Expanding your
apiary, or a hobby turned into a business — oops!”

Ian Farber
Presentation topic:
Tips for the novice beekeeper and
beekeeping in urban areas.
Background:
B.A.; M.A., Retired school
teacher, Bee Master
Instructor of introductory
beekeeping courses
Education
Director/Librarian BCHPA
Owner of Westsyde Apiaries in Kamloops
Member of the BCHPA and Director for BC of the Western
Apicultural Society
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Semi-Annual Meeting &
Spring Educational Workshop
March 5 & 6, 2011
Coast Canadian Inn, Kamloops, BC
Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping
in British Columbia since 1920

REGISTRATION FORM

BCHPA Semi-Annual
Meeting Weekend
LIMITED SPACE
Register for Kamloops
by Febraury 25 to
Enter the EARLY BEE
DRAW of 2 QUEENS

Educational Workshop
$60 Registration fee includes
reference materials and lunch

Sunday, March 6
Name ____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City ______________________________________________
Postal Code _______________________________________
Phone (

) ____________________________________

Email ____________________________________________

BUSINESS MEETING
Saturday, March 5 • 9 am - 4 pm
CASUAL DROP-IN DINNER

Jade Garden Chinese Restaurant
298 Third Avenue Tel 250-851-9368
Saturday, March 5 at 7 pm

Educational WORKSHOP
Sunday, March 6 • 8:30 am – 4 pm
20

VOLUME 27, #1 SPRING 2011

Business Day Lunch $20

_____________

*Please indicate if vegetarian menu preferred ______

Workshop Fee $60 per person

_____________

*Please indicate if vegetarian menu preferred ______

Mail with cheque to:
BCHPA 2010 Workshops
PO Box 1650, Comox, BC V9M 8A2

ACCOMMODATION
Coast Canadian Inn,
339 St. Paul Street, Kamloops
If you have any problems obtaining a room, please contact
Ian Farber: tel 250-579-8518 or email Ian_Farber@telus.net
Coast Canadian Inn
$82 single/double standard room
$102 single/double deluxe room
250-372-5201 1-800-663-1144
* There is no charge for BCHPA Members to attend
the Saturday business meeting. An optional lunch is
available for $20 at the door.
** Preregister for the Workshop.
$60 FEE INCLUDES reference material and lunch.

Thoughts for the Hobbyist Beekeeper
by Allen Dick
Editor’s note: At our last
BCHPA
convention
in
Cranbrook guest speaker
Allen Dick gave a very
engaging and interactive
talk about hobby beekeeping.
He generously shared his
outline with us. It’s occurred
to me that these talking points
have tremendous potential
for sparking conversation
at club meetings. Please go
ahead and tackle a section
or more and see what comes
of it! Thank you Allen, we
appreciate your inspiration
and generous spirit.
Hobby beekeeping is very
different from commercial
beekeeping
Know why you are keeping
bees
• Honey
• Money
• Pollination
• Education
• Fun
• Other
All beekeeping is local
• Regions
• Microclimates
• Influences
• Regulatory
• Economics
Beekeeping is often more art
than science
• We often lack hard facts and
we manage by generalities
• Bees and bee behavior can
be very complex
• Environmental and seasonal
effects, along with one-time
events can make prediction
difficult
• Goals, needs, and other
personal characteristics of the
beekeeper influence style
Beekeeping goes by a strict
calendar dictated by the
seasons
• Splitting
• Treating
• Supering
• Harvesting

• Wintering
Network and Learn from
Others
Join a club - find friends and
mentors
Visit neighboring beekeepers
to help and to learn
• Advice and support
• Help
• Backup
• Fun
Make lots of friends with
differing views
• Try different things
• Get second and third
opinions
• Share the work and see how
others do things
• Avoid fads and extremes
• Pick a middle path
Join bee organizations and
attend conventions
• Attend Canadian and US
meetings
• Participate in important
decision making
• Learn from national and
provincial leaders
• Visit bee labs in Canada and
the US
• Find new opportunities
• Know what is going on
• Widen your horizons
Use the Internet
• E-mail
• Large amount of good
information
• Scientific papers
• Catalogues
• Courses
• Discussions
• Facebook
• Twitter
Beekeepers are a world-wide
fraternity
• You’ll find beekeepers
everywhere with common
interests
• Most are approachable, and
all are interesting
Volunteer
Besides
contributing to your industry,
you’ll benefit personally from
contacts, friendship, and being
in the flow of information.
Get Educated
• Take a course

• Teach a course
• Go to field days
• Attend workshops
• Read a book
• Get a microscope
Buy some good books
• The Hive and the Honey
Bee
• ABC and XYZ
• (Many more)
Subscribe to bee magazines
• Provincial Newsletters
• American bee Journal
• Bee Culture
• Speedy Bee
• Foreign magazines
Don’t believe everything you
read
Ask questions
Doubt the answers
Be observant
Look for the unexpected
We often only see what we
expect to see
Know and observe local laws
Regulation and enforcement
are increasingly intrusive
• Bee laws
• Zoning regulations
• Labour regulations
• Trucking and trailering laws
• Food handling & marketing
• Pesticides
• Product labeling
• Licensing
•
Tax collecting and
reporting
• More…
Have a budget
• Review your budget
regularly
• Stick to it if you can
• Adjust it if you can’t
• Leave room for the
unexpected
• Get expert help if you need
it
• Bookkeepers
• Accountants
• Consultants
• Don’t kid yourself …or your
banker
• Facts are friendly.
• Ignorance is not bliss
When you get a new idea, try
it on a few hives at first
• Avoid going overboard

• Wait for the idea has
been proven, maybe over
a few years, before fully
committing
• What if it does not work as
hoped?
• There may be a fatal flaw
• A system is a set of ideas that
work together, not a random
assortment of ‘mix and match’
notions thrown together
Know and practice food
safety
• In equipment storage
• In the bee yards
• On the road
• In the hives
• In extracting & bottling
Sell or give away an attractive
product
• Sell by positive messages
• Don't undercut prices
• Use clean, attractive
packaging
• Spread the good word
• Speak well of everyone
• Good competition is good
for Everyone
Sell by uniqueness and
quality, not price
• Extract and bottle seasonal
and varietal honies separately
• Have more than one
product
• Get a unique label
• Sell chunk and comb
honey?
• Consider making some
natural comb honey
• Take a marketing or branding
course
Produce Comb Honey?
• No need to extract!
• A premium product
• More dollars for less honey
• Makes great gifts for friends
and family
Expanding
• Problems of scale
• Problems of time ❀
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The Boreal Gourmet Cooks with Fireweed Honey
We’ve ventured out of BC to bring you our latest cooking with honey feature. Chef
Michele Genest lives in Whitehorse in the beautiful and remote Yukon. While ambitious
beekeepers have been known to harvest fireweed honey in this Northerly region, the climate
isn’t practical for large-scale apiaries. A scarce treat, honey is revered in Whitehorse.
Michele’s The Boreal Gourmet cookbook is an homage to the local ingredients available
in her unique setting. Rather than see the bounty of the Yukon as a restriction, Miche
applies her cosmopolitan gourmet experience to eke out the creative potential in her boreal
pantry.
We thank her and the folks at Harbour Publishing for sharing her insights and culinary
talents with our readers. Enjoy!

Wilted Arugula Salad With
Fireweed Honey Vinaigrette
This recipe is very forgiving of
substitutions—the important thing is to
keep the balance of tart fruit, crunchy
nuts, vinegar and honey.

Title: The Boreal Gourmet
Author: Michele Genest
Publisher: Harbour Publishing
www.harbourpublishing.com
Photos: Cathie Archbould

½ pound (225 gr) of arugula leaves,
washed
Handful of pine nuts
(or almonds, or hazelnuts)
½ cup (125 mL) blueberries
(or raspberries, or wild strawberries,
blackberries or even cranberries)
5 Tbsp (75 mL) olive oil
1 red onion, halved and sliced
1 package of Lendrum-Ross halloumi
cheese, (about 7 ounces/200 gr)
cut into bite-sized pieces.
2 Tbsp (30 mL) sherry vinegar
or balsamic vinegar
1 tsp (5 mL) fireweed honey
Salt and pepper to taste

Place arugula, fruit and nuts in large bowl. Heat 2 tablespoons (30 mL) oil in iron
frying pan over medium high heat. Add onion; sauté until brown and softened, about
7 minutes. Transfer to bowl with arugula.
Fry halloumi pieces in the same
oil, turning when one side is
brown, about 2 minutes. Cook
for a further 2 minutes; add to
arugula.
Add vinegar to pan, let bubble
briefly until it loses its sharp
aroma, remove pan from heat,
add honey and remaining oil.
Season with salt and pepper. Pour
over arugula; toss to coat and
wilt slightly. Serve immediately.
Makes four servings
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Michele Genest

Halloumi Cheese and
Fireweed Honey
Melted cheese and honey is a
classic Italian combo I had never
encountered until September 2007,
when I visited Tuscany. At a tiny
restaurant in the hilltop town of
Torita di Siena, the daughter of
the house served our table of four
a plate of melted cheese drizzled
with honey and sprinkled with
pine nuts. The combination of
temperature, flavour and texture
was captivating—the honey drew
a sweet, lemony thread through the
warm animal taste of the cheese,
and the pine nuts provided a
crunchy, buttery contrast. A couple
of nights later, in the Umbrian
city of Spoleto, this simple but
engaging dish appeared again,
only with black truffles this time
instead of pine nuts—completely
different, equally intriguing.
I came back to the Yukon determined
to recreate the experience in my
own kitchen and—upping the
ante somewhat—using locally
produced cheese and honey,
because part of the appeal of those
Tuscan and Umbrian dishes was
that the ingredients came from the
green valleys and high mountain
pastures. I discovered by chance
that Whitehorse graphic designer
Patricia Halladay had just returned
from a walking tour through the
Umbrian mountains and had also

sampled cheese and honey, so I signed her up on the search for
the local version of those warm and earthy flavours.
Together we set out to find the ingredients for a fullon, melted
cheese and honey taste-test session, trying to stay true to the
theme of local products. Despite the impressive and diverse
yield of Yukon farms and gardens, Yukon-made cheese is still
hard to find; the clear choice was the halloumi goat cheese
Brian Lendrum and Susan Ross produce on their farm on Lake
Laberge, 30 minutes north of Whitehorse. (Brian calls their
goats “the girls,” as in “come and meet the girls who make the
cheese,” when he invites you to the farm.)
Halloumi originated on Cyprus, where it is equally loved by
Turkish and Greek Cypriots, and often substitutes for the more
usual kasseri or kefalograviera cheese in the famous Greek
dish, saganaki. Brian and Susan’s halloumi comes with a recipe
for saganaki; Brian says, “I do hope the Greeks would find this
an acceptable version.” To compare melting characteristics and
flavours we selected a number of mild Italian cheeses: fontina,
friulano, provolone and goat mozzarella.
For the honey we turned to Eric and Ying Allen’s Wild Things
Fireweed Honey. Their million or so bees, imported originally
from Hawaii, Russia and Europe, feed on the nectar of the
fireweed that proliferates near the Allens’ Little Fox Lake
property. In a good year the bees produce 3,000 pounds of
delicate, champagne-coloured honey.
The final preparation for the taste-testing was to gather the nuts
and fungi—another mix of the local and imported—roasted
pine nuts, hazelnuts and almonds, dried porcini mushrooms
and preserved black truffles from the Umbrian city of Norcia,
sautéed with garlic and butter, and finally, sautéed Yukon
morels, picked after the fire season in 2004.
On the big night we laid out dishes of nuts and mushrooms, a
basket of sliced baguette, glasses and a bottle of Montepulciano
d’Abruzzo, and instructed our three guest tasters: experiment
with as many different combinations as possible—goat
mozzarella with almonds and honey, fontina with just honey,
halloumi with morels, and so on.
And then, working fast, we began the toasting: we arranged
squares of fontina, provolone, mozzarella and friuliano in heatproof ramekins and broiled them on the top shelf of the oven at
high for three to five minutes, then hauled them out when they
were bubbling and gooey. The testers dove in with forks and
hunks of bread, passing nuts and mushrooms and honey hand
over hand down the bar. Meanwhile I slid slices of halloumi
into a frying pan where a tablespoon of olive oil had been
heating at medium, let it brown on one side for two minutes,
then flipped it over for another two minutes, as directed by
Brian and Susan’s instructions, and slapped it on a plate.
In the end, though different tasters preferred different
combinations of ingredients, we all agreed: the honey
contributed an unexpected note of interest to the cheese; subtle,
sweet and entirely right. In all, it was a great way to experience,
think and talk about taste and texture.
Now here’s the thing: halloumi was not the best choice for
recreating this Tuscan/Umbrian delicacy, because it doesn’t
melt, it softens. Halloumi is a great choice for frying and
grilling precisely because it keeps its shape, unlike the Italian
cheeses we sampled, which turned deliciously goopy. Brian and
Susan’s halloumi is perfect for other uses: for breakfast, fried
and placed on toast spread with fireweed honey; for a summer
lunch, on shish kebabs with baby tomatoes and shrimp brushed
with lime and fireweed honey; for an appetizer of saganaki

(highly acceptable!) and in this wilted arugula salad adapted
from a recipe for wilted spinach and feta. To those of you who
cruise the Fireweed Market in Shipyards Park in Whitehorse
on a summer Thursday evening: you could create this dish
almost entirely from Yukon-grown products, plus some local
blueberries, picked by you. For the nuts and the wine to
accompany, well, you might have to search farther afield. ❀

Choices are the hinges of
destiny.
~ Pythagoras

Round comb section
equipment and
Sundance pollen traps.
Contact your dealer for supplies.

Ross Rounds, Inc.
PO Box 11583 • Albany NY 12211-0583
T: 1-518-370-4989 • F: 1-518-381-6370
www.rossrounds.com

BCHPA Certified Producer Program
The Certified Producer program is designed to assist
BCHPA members sell their products by providing
special labeling that customers will come to recognize
as representing high quality honey, exclusively
produced by local beekeepers.
Certified Producer:
Registered
Producers Only:
Labels can now
be purchased
separately
$0.02 each
for the lid seal
and $0.02
each for the
100% BC hex label
or $0.03 for both.
All labels are in rolls of 2,000.
Lid seals are now individually numbered for lot tracking.
You can apply to the program
by downloading the application form from the
BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.com
Or contact: Duaine Hardie:
2810 Fairfield St., Duncan, BC V9L 6B9
Email: hardiehoney@shaw.ca
Tel: 250-748-8471
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A Backyard Beekeeper's Story
by Shane Martin
I was asked to share what I have been up to, so here is my
story.
It starts in Prince Edward Island where I was fortunate to
land a job with a commercial bee operation that ran somewhere around 2000 hives and where I enjoyed three seasons
of steep learning curves. I am forever learning but I have now
acquired a good foundation to start off with. I now live in
the Slocan Valley and have enjoyed the last few years being
a backyard beekeeper. For many reasons, I wanted to build
my own equipment and take the opportunity to manifest some
ideas I have had over the years. It all started with looking at
pictures of wild hives. Besides admiring their architecture, I
noticed that the hives were all more long and shallow rather
than tall and narrow. Now mind you, all the pictures were
from somewhere in the Tropics, so the environment allows
for this. Northern climates dictate otherwise. My goal was to
create hives whose dimensions were closer to what the honey

“I see it as vital for the bees in Canada
that more people become involved in being
stewards for them.”
bee might prefer, and to be able to get them up in the air to
provide protection from predators without using electric fencing. Stretching the horizontal and shrinking the vertical would
allow for easier hanging.
After researching and rabbit-trailing around, I decided to try
the Kenyan Top Bar Hive design. The hives have been observed
over three seasons now and, with the help of a community of
friends brainstorming along with me, they have been through
some changes. Trial and error over the years has shrunk the
hive to one that is 16 frames long with the bottom box being
the Kenyan Top Bar Hive Design and using Langstroth shallow
frame dimensions for supering. I’ve tried a number of ways
for hanging the hives up: a mix of elbow braces, airline cable,
pulleys, trees, and gable faces of buildings. My conclusion is
that “bee houses” are an ideal way to go for the Canadian bee
and backyard beekeeper. However, if that’s not an option, then
I would say I have enjoyed using the airline cable for hanging
a hive between two trees and up in gable peaks of outbuildings
the most.
There are both pros and cons with these hives. One major
con is that they are not as well suited for overwintering. The
bees have to move around more frames, rather than being freer
in the vertical plane between frames, to get to their honey
stores. And there’s lots of ladder work if you go with hanging
them up. You can lower them to ground level with a comealong or rotary crank, but I find myself on the ladder more
because I don’t want to disturb the bees. Top bar beekeeping
in colder climates limits when you can investigate the bottom
box as you have to wait for really warm days so that the wax is
forgiving during the movement of frames. Otherwise, you can
make a mess of your brood box fast.
These hives do have some pros. My favourite thing is the
screened bottom board and drop hatch for easy observation,
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Looking through the screened bottom board
cleaning and mite management. It’s fascinating to see the bees
build their own frames as they fill up the bottom top bar box.
They are up high where they intuitively usually build in the
wild. Using the shallow Langstroth supers makes for simplified honey extraction and saves the bees the work of drawing
out new frames. Supers create depth for the bees to be able
to pack honey away above themselves and also gives them
room to cluster without the bottom of the cluster being forced
into the colder air pocket of the bottom few inches. This was

New Zealand
Packaged Honeybees
Direct from Kintail Honey on the North Island
of New Zealand

Queens
1 kg cartons

We also supply Queens
from both New Zealand
and Hawaii.

• February and March 2011 availability
• Pick-up or delivery
• With or without Queens

Call for pricing and availability

Scandia Honey 403-362-3951
scandiahoney@scandiahoney.com

hive design fill right up within a season with strong genetics
and good hive health. I have also seen them never really get
going.
I have thoroughly enjoyed experimenting over the last few
years. It has allowed for some great relationships to form
and has provided opportunities for me to pass on what I have
learned to neighbours who are looking to get into beekeeping.
I see it as vital for the bees in Canada that more people become
involved in being stewards for them. There are endless topics
to touch on and, being a beekeeper, I don’t mind talking about
bees ... and the weather. As I am writing this in mid-January,
we have just experienced four days of rain and average highs
of +4º C. So, feel free to contact me by email: shaneowl@
gmail.com ❀
Kenyan Top Bar themed bottom box
a major lesson from the first year of just trying a Kenyan Top
Bar Hive with no supering.
I’ll touch a bit on how I started them. Although I assume
that in more ideal climates you could successfully start from
packages, in our short bee season in the Slocan Valley, starting from nucs is best so that the bees have some cells to work
with. I’m sure my technique for cutting the frames to fit into
the hexagon-shaped bottom box has room for improvement.
It’s not the easiest task.
You should pick a warm day to avoid chilling brood, and
keep a good look out for the queen as you go. Being conscious
of the brood, use the least amount of jarring to gently shake
the bees off each nuc frame into the new hive before cutting.
I have found the best tools to combat plastic or wired frames
are a Heavy Duty Olfa blade (to cut your foundation) and a
strong pair of side cutters (to snip/crunch the bottom wood
frame in the middle). Usually, with the bottom wood frame
broken in half you can peel off the two corners that you have
cut and pull them away from the nails/staples of the top bar.
Be sure to trim up any nails/staples that are poking through
the top bar. Then place it into the hive. As with most things,
having two people makes this task way smoother. Using frame

➽
When everything comes together
wire I have salvaged the corner cuts by placing the side frames
together, attaching them with the wire and then inverting them
so they hang on what was once the bottom bar. Once they have
had time to build their own comb I have slowly culled these
threaded corner frames out of the bottom box by leap-frogging
them to the outside and eventually out.
A potential alternative is to use a honey super to transport
the nucs into and let them fill up the bottom box below themselves. I personally haven’t tried this yet.
Like any start up, you need good stock. I have seen this

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENTS
Selection of SOLAR FENCE CONTROLLERS
complete with Battery and Panel for Small
Sun Scorpion
and Larger Applications

The Ultimate In Power!
Pakton Probe
The “ultimate”
diagnostic tool to
find faults fast!
(Other digital and
light testers available)

Patriot Solar
Fence Controller
With 12v. battery for The most powerful Solar
on the market
higher voltage

Bi-Polar * Fence Return * Ground Return
Systems to Combat Grounding Problems

Portable Electric Systems • Electric nets complete with posts
General Farm • Horse • Wildlife Exclusion • Vineyard

FERRIS FENCING

Toll free 1-800-665-3307 Tel. 250-757-9677 Fax:250-757-9670
info@ferrisfencing.com www.ferrisfencing.com

• 100% Recyclable
DISPLAY UNITS
• Container LABELS of
any size or shape
• Gift set PACKAGING
for your specialty honey
collections

Toll free
1-800-661-3377
www.greatlittlebox.com
email:
info@greatlittlebox.com.
Richmond,
Kelowna, Victoria
and Everett, Wa

Sustaining the Honey
Bee – Our company
pledges to donate to
BC’s Boone Hodgson
Wilkinson Bee
Research Fund for
every order placed by a
BCHPA Member.
We’re Partners in
Everyone’s Future!
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Testing for Brood Viability Including the
Use of a Handy Isolation Cage
By Liz Huxter, Kettle Valley Queens
The popularity of last year’s Queen
Rearing Courses put on by the BCHPA
and IAF, confirms that beekeepers have
a renewed interest in raising their own
queens. There are many good reasons
to rear your own queens besides being
cheaper than buying them. Beekeepers
may want to have colonies that perform
well in their particular environmental
niche. They may want to develop stock
that matches their particular economic
emphasis, say early brood production
for nuc sales or early spring build up for
pollination contracts such as blueberries. Also, beekeepers may want to rear
queens in order to have extra queens
on hand for requeening problem hives
throughout the season.
If you have been successful in rearing your own queens, it’s likely that you
may have reared several daughter queens
from just a few breeders. After several
generations, inbreeding may occur as
well as a decrease in brood viability.
This is especially common if you are isolated geographically from other apiaries.
Neighboring operations are a source of
genetic variation since drones commonly
fly two to six kilometers to mate in drone
congregation areas. (Connor 2008).
Testing for brood viability can be
helpful in telling you the level of brood
viability for your present breeders. The
test is quite easy and can be done at the
time you are grafting.
If you discover that your brood viability is too low, it’s simple to remedy.
You’ll need to add more diversity to the
gene pool by introducing a breeder or
two from a different source.
The amount of brood viability depends on the diversity of the sex gene
variations, otherwise known as alleles.
The sex of a honey bee is determined by
a single gene that has 19 variations of
the sex alleles. An egg will turn into a
female if there are two different alleles
of the gene from each parent. If the two
sex alleles are the same from the queen
and drone, a diploid drone develops.
Drones are normally haploid, having one
set of chromosomes. The diploid drones
are infertile and useless to the colony,
so the workers eat the larvae soon after
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they hatch. This most often occurs when
the number of alleles is reduced in the
gene pool, increasing the probability that
matching sex-determining alleles will
combine. Low brood viability gives rise
to spotty patterns and weakened hives.
The level of brood viability should be
above 80 per cent (Cobey 2003) and
preferably 90 per cent or more (Connor
2008).
The Method
Here are the steps for testing your
brood viability levels:
1) Isolate the queen on a polished*
frame with arcs of honey and pollen.
Leave her to lay eggs for 24 hours.
(*Worker bees fastidiously clean frames
in preparation for the egg laying, resulting in a polished-looking frame.)
2) After 24 hours, move the queen
back to whence she came for safekeeping.
3) Remove the polished frame and
find an area where the queen laid eggs in
all the cells of a 10 by 10 parallelogram
(100 cells). Mark this area with coloured
pins at the outside corners. To further
identify this area, cut out a window using
a piece of paper cardstock or plastic styrine (Picture 1) to match the size of the 10
by 10 cell area, a total of 100 cells in an
area measuring about 5.3cm by 5.3 cm.
Note: By looking at the area when the
eggs are freshly laid, you can rule out
queens missing cells during oviposition,
and if there were cells of pollen intermixed with the cells with eggs. If so, the
number can be noted.
4) Place the frame back in your incubator nuc/hive until grafting day.
5) On the fourth day, before grafting,
overlay the card with the cut out window
on the area you demarcated with coloured
pins at the corners. Count the number of
cells that are now without larvae. (You
may need to go in on the fifth day if the
marked area eggs have not hatched.)
Subtract this from 100 (or from the number of cells with eggs) to give you the per
cent of brood viability.
Homemade Isolation Cage
Here’s an easy and inexpensive way
to isolate the queen. An isolation cage

Figure 1 Window with cut out of 10 cells
by 10 cells
can be made with a plastic queen excluder, duct tape, a few pieces of upholstery
foam, hot glue gun, small nails, and four
bottom bars. The advantage of this system is that you do not have to pull the
egg frame out of a metal cage or a tight
space in an excluded part of a box or nuc
box, possibly injuring the queen. Instead,
you can see which side the queen is on
and pull the excluder off that side of the
frame to release the queen.
1) First cut the plastic queen excluder
in half (21 cm by 44.5 cm) so that each
half nearly fits over each side of a regular-sized frame.
2) Then use a hot glue gun to glue two
foam strips (1 cm thick 2 cm by 23 cm)
to the sides. (The grey foam I used was
an off cut from a local upholstery shop.)
3) Then hot glue two bottom bars cut
to 42.3 cm long to the top and bottom on
each half of the excluder so they are lying flat. (Figure 2 and 4)
Note: Be sure to clean the sides, top
and bottom bars of the frames to be used.
Make sure there is a hole in the wax
comb that will allow the queen to move
to the other side of the frame.
4) Take two 2 cm. long nails and set
the nails in the top bar of the frame just
below the top of the frame. Then mount
the excluder cage, with the foam facing
inward, on either side of the frame. The
two nails can now be bent over the one
side of the isolation cage to hold it in
place. (Figure 3)
5) Turn the frame over and use two
more 2 cm. nails to do the same on the
other side. Duct tape the two halves of
the isolation cage at the bottom of the

frame so they press closely to the frame’s bottom bar on both
sides. See the pictures 2 to 4 to illustrate what the * beep * I’m
describing!
6) Put the frame in the cage. Check that the side foam has
no space to release the queen. If there is space, use a bit of
extra duct tape to pull the two sides of the cage in toward the
frame. Swivel the nails on one side to fasten the excluder to
the frame.
7) Then release the queen on to the other side, and fasten the
swivel nails at the top.
8) Put the cage and enclosed frame with the breeder queen

Figure 2 Side View of Frame with Cage in Place: Foam Glued to
Brown Plastic Queen Excluder, duct tape holding cage tightly to
base of frame

Figure 3 Swiveling Nail Closure at top of Frame

into her hive. Leave it for just over 24 hours. If the frame was
previously polished by the bees, and if the hive it was put in is
robust, then the queen should have laid about half or more of
one side of the frame.
9) To release her, swivel the nails at the top to open the cage.
Cut off any extra duct tape on the sides and pull the side of the
cage open. The queen can go back into the hive, and the marked
frame put above an excluder in the upper box to be pulled out
three days later for examination and grafting.
Summary
The 24-to-48 hour old hatched larvae are the best to use
for testing brood viability. Sometimes it is suggested that the
brood viability test be performed on capped brood. For several reasons, the test can be more accurate if done when you
are grafting. If the bees are removing diploid drones larvae as
they hatch, quite often the queen will re-lay those cells quickly,
giving the impression that the area of brood was laid simultaneously once they are capped. The cells with removed larvae will
no longer show up. Also, as Harry Laidlaw points out, “Not all
spotty brood is due to bees eating diploid drone larvae. Other
causes of spotty brood are cannibalism and the queens missing
cells during oviposition.” (Laidlaw 1987) The spotty pattern
may reflect a poor laying pattern by the queen which you see
on the grafting frame. Also, if the queen is recently introduced
and has high hygienic or VSH traits, a spotty capped brood pattern may be due to the workers identifying disease or mites and
cleaning out those cells (Connor 2008) (Villa 2009). Testing at
the larval stage gives an accurate test of brood viability, especially for brood viability in the higher percentages (Mackensen
1951).
Have fun giving this brood viability test to your breeders
this spring!
Happy Queen Rearing in 2011. ❀
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BeesCene Editor Moving On
Diane, on behalf of all members of the British Columbia Honey
Producers’ Association, I must thank you for your many years of
outstanding service to the BCHPA.
Diane Dunaway has been a beekeeper and BCHPA member since
1998. She received her Bee Masters certificate in 2001. Diane served
as the BCHPA Williams Lake Division Club President for four years,
worked two years as BCHPA Second Vice President on the Executive
and an additional five years as Editor of the BeesCene. In 2008 she was
presented with the BCHPA President’s Award for her commitment and
contributions.
“Your continued support and passionate input to the BCHPA over the
years is most appreciated. Although you are not continuing as the Editor
of BeesCene, I look forward to your continued availability and support
to the BCHPA.”
To anyone who is up to the challenge of becoming our next BeesCene
Editor, I would really appreciate an email.
Barry Denluck
Media Chair
Second Vice President, BCHPA
2ndvicepresident@bcbeekeepers.com

RICHARDS

PACKAGING INC.
Good things come in Richards Packaging...
Glass and Plastic Jars

375ml (500gr Honey) Cylinder Jars
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Ask us for our stock item catalogue
(604) 270-0111
140 – 9200 Van Horne Way, Richmond B.C. V6X 1W3

www.richardspackaging.com

Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust
Annual Report Corrected
Submitted by BCHPA Secretary B. Jager
Due to Secretary error, the Boone, Hodgson, Wilkinson Trust
Fund AGM report in the minutes of the last issue of BeesCene
was incorrect. The following is a correct reporting from the
fund trustee John Boone on behalf of Ian Farber, Joe Lomond
and Bob Meredith:
Revenue from donations continued to be strong, reflecting the generosity of the membership. This year a substantial
sum was donated in memory of John Corner and a donation
was made from the host club of last year’s AGM in Victoria.
Sadly, the Terrace Division has ceased to exist, but donated
all of its residual funds to the BHW Trust Fund. The Langley
Club has again donated a substantial amount of the revenue
from its annual symposium. Total donations for the year ending October 1, 2010 came to $6,402.07. Cash on hand and
investments currently total $59,567.64.
As announced at the semi-annual meeting in March,
$2,500 was awarded to support a UBC student from Leonard
Foster’s laboratory to learn the technique for culturing honey
bee larvae.
Over the years most awards by the BHW Trust Fund have
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been on a yearly basis, but recently in response to a request
by Leonard Foster the Trustees have approved a three year
grant to Dr. Foster for research that investigates how various
bee diseases interact with one another (e.g. Varroa & viruses).
The yearly grant will be in the order of $2,500, and will
depend upon that received in donations as well as the annual
quota of disbursement required by the Canada Revenue
Agency.
It is clear that this Fund has continued to have generous
support and this is due in large part to the connection our
Association has with research. ❀

Early
New Zealand
packages
Vancouver Island
and the Gulf Islands
Sunshine Coast.
Late February
early March

FLYING DUTCHMAN

BEE SUPPLIES • PACKAGES • NUCS AND QUEENS

Vancouver Island Pollination Services

6124 Metral Dr., Nanaimo BC V9T 2L6
1-877-390-6890 Phone 250-390-2313
Fax 250-390-5180
E-mail: flydutch@telus.net Stan & Cheryl Reist
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Member Survey
BCHPA Treasurer Pauline Thompson
began work on improving communications with members by sending out a
survey via email. The survey results are
helpful in guiding us in our current work
and to help us update the Strategic Plan.
The survey was short and focused on four
topics: our website www.bcbeekeepers.
com, topics for future educational workshops, library usage and renaming our
organization.
Two hundred and ninety eight members with email addresses were sent the
following questions and within a week,
30% or 88 individuals responded. The
answers are tabulated below with a sample of some of the comments included.
1. How often do you go to the BCHPA
website at www.bcbeekeepers.com ?
(answered question 88/88)
Less than 3 times per year 59.1% (52)
About 6 times per year 23.9% (21)
Monthly 14.80% (13)
Weekly 2.3% (2)

2. Which changes to the BCHPA website would you suggest?
(answered question 73/88)
Member only login 15.1% (11)
Newsletter articles 72.1% (52)
Pay on line 31.5% (23)
News from Canadian Honey Council
42.5% (31)
News related to bee stocks in Canada
and British Columbia 76.7% (56)
Other 23.3% (17)
Other synopsis (30): education material; mentorship programs; member list;
BCHPA and other organizations activity
schedules; club links; Canadian links;
international links; bee auctions and classified ads; member only dialogue; keep
it current/updated; BeesCene access.
3. Do you regularly seek out beekeeping information on the internet?
(answered question 87/88)
Yes 71.8% (62)
No 28.7% (25)

4. Please list beekeeping web sites that
you consider well laid out.
(answered question 28/88) Synopsis:
Allan Dick Honey Bee World
www.honeybeeworld.com
Bee Culture - www.beeculture.com
Bee Source - www.BeeSource.com
BEE-L
www.honeybeeworld.com/bee-l
BeeMaid - www.beemaid.com
BeeSource
www.beesource.com/forums
Brushy Mountain
www.brushymountainbeefarm.com
Bush Farms - www.bushfarms.com
Canadian Honey Council
www.honeycouncil.ca
Dadant - www.dadant.com
Honey Bee Centre
www.honeybeecentre.com
Honey bee info
www.honeybeeinfo.com
I Love Honey Bees
www.ilovehoneybees.com
Kootenay Local Agricultural Society
www.klasociety.org

Ash Apiaries
Custom packed
“Creamed Honey”
• Any size or amount
• Your honey or ours
• Labeled
• Palletized and shrink wrapped

Call Bryan, Grant or Brent
Tel: 204-548-2036
Fax: 204-548-2112
www.ashapiaries.com
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OUR BUSINESS.....
..... IS PACKAGING YOURS
We have a wide range of stock glass & plastic
containers including honey bears & bee hives.
We also carry a variety of plastic and metal lids,
including printed honey comb lids.

PLEASE CALL US FOR A QUOTE.
AMPAK DISTRIBUTION INC.
Unit 115 - 13480 Crestwood Place
Richmond BC V6V 2K1
Telephone: (604) 273-9631
Fax: (604) 273-1865
tgabel@ampak.ca
splester@ampak.ca
www.ampak.ca

Langley bee club forum
www.langleybeeclub.org
Mann Lake - www.mannlakeltd.com
Ministry of Agriculture and Lands
www.agf.gov.bc.ca/apiculture
Natural Beekeeping blog New Zealand
www.biobees.com/forum
Ontario Beekeepers
www.ontariobee.com
Scientific Beekeeping Randy Oliver
www.scientificbeekeeping.com
5. What educational beekeeping
courses would you be interested in
attending?
(answered question 81/88)
Integrated Pest Management 69.1% (56)
Queen Rearing 61.7% (50)
Marketing 24.7% (20)
Moving from a small scale producer to a
commercial operation 29.6% (24)
Other 14.8% (12)
Other synopsis (23): Wintering in
Northern BC - proper wintering methods; New research highlights; Getting
started – What to Buy, How to build;
Beginning and advanced beekeeping;
How to process non-honey bee products;
Laws, honey house standards that are
clear and not, so legalistic, interpretation
of organic requirements; Raising bees
organically; more hands-on courses or
field-days; marketing and queen courses;
More bio-technical IPM info. i.e., brood
management etc.; Beekeeper’s tour i.e.
to Japan, to NZ, to the UK; Choosing
high quality genetic stock; advanced disease recognition and diagnosis; Public
relations, especially influencing municipal policy and educating the public.
6. The BCHPA has a library managed
by Ian Farber reached at ian_farber@
telus.net. Do you use it? Do you have
suggestions for additions?
(answered question 81/88)
Yes 18.5% (15)
No 81.5% (66)
Synopsis of comments and suggestions (21); advertise the library more
in BeesCene and on website - contents
of the library on the BCHPA website;
Make it more accessible to members Perhaps having a “person” to act as an
advisor to those with questions or an
interactive website might be something
to consider as well; Online access to
articles and slide shows on management
and diseases; Buy 2009 book by Jurgen
Tautz called The Buzz about Bees, Plants
for Beekeeping in Canada by Jane
Ramsey, The Backyard Beekeeper by
Kim Flotum, some newer titles, espe-

cially DVDs, about queens, managing
mid to larger operations, current issues,
etc.; could use some current info re: the
infamous “Colony Collapse Disorder”;
My local chapter has a library; Did not
know about this library. But will use it
now! Yes I’ve checked out about a dozen
items this year. It works well, and Ian is
responsive;
7. After 90 years as the British Columbia
Honey Producers Association we
are wondering if our name needs to
change to reflect our diverse beekeeper membership. The BCHPA represents all beekeepers in the province,
many of whom are honey producers
but also pollinators, bee breeders and
researchers. Should we be called the
British Columbia Beekeepers? Do you
have another suggestion? Should we
leave the name alone?
(answered question 84/88)
Leave the name as British Columbia
Honey Producers Association
28.6% (24)
Change the name to British Columbia
Beekeepers Association 64.3% (54)
Other 7.1% (6)

Other Comments and Suggestions (13):
Synopsis: BC Honey Producers and
Pollinator’s Association; I like the simplicity. I still couldn’t figure our HP was
for honey producers; No strong conviction either way, I’d go with pretty much
anything. The only thing is a 90 year
tradition is something to be proud of; It’s
more that just about honey; Beekeepish
Columbia Club; We can get honey from
the bees in China but Chinese bees cannot pollinate our essential food plants.
Beekeeping is therefore more important to the general populace (taxpayer)
than is honey production. Therefore,
the chances of government support for
bee research would be enhanced with
more emphasis on bees appears in our
Association name; Most of us do not
welcome name changes...!!!; British
Columbia Beekeepers Association.
The executive thanks the members
who took the time to respond to Pauline’s
survey. Answers to this survey have
already assisted Second Vice-president
Barry Denluck’s efforts with the redesign of our website. We hope the planned
newly designed website will be up and
running this spring. ❀

New and Used
Storage Tanks for
Honey,
Liquid Sucrose
and more!
We do custom plastic manufacturing and repairs.

Twin Maple Industrial Tanks
Abbotsford, BC
Phone: (604) 854-6776 Toll Free: (800) 663-8898 Fax: (604) 854-3223
E-mail: garry@tmitanks.com
www.tmitanks.com

MITE WIPE
Safe method for applying formic acid
to control bee mites in honeybee
colonies

MUNRO HONEY
Telephone (519) 847-5333
Fax (519) 847-5340
E-mail: info@munrohoney.com
Website:www.munrohoney.com
Also available from Medivet Pharmaceuticals and Beemaid Honey
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British Columbia Bee Breeders Association
GOLDEN EARS APIARIES

PURPLE GOLD APIARIES

James Macdonald
4663 North Grandview Flats Rd.
Armstrong, BC V0E 1B5
Phone: (250)546-3237
jamesmacdonald@telus.net
NQC

Jean-Marc LeDorze
33197 Ito Place Mission, B.C. V2V 3W7
jmcshipley@shaw.ca
(604) 820-6924
Fax(604) 820-6924
QNCP

Ron & Trudi Simonson
16431 78 Avenue Surrey, B.C. V4N 0M3
info@purplegoldhoney.com
(604) 574-6272
Fax(604) 574-6242
QNP

ASHCROFT HONEY

HARDIE HONEY

ROD JO MOODY APIARIES

Blaine & Jan Hardie
4035 Robson Road Duncan, B.C. V9L 6G7
hardiehoney@shaw.ca
(250) 746-4389
Fax(250) 746-4389
QNPB

Rodney & Jo Moody
1575 Robson Lane, RR #1
Cowichan Bay, B.C. V0R 1N1
rodjo@telus.net
(250) 743-1939
Q

HONEYBEE CENTRE

SILVER STAR APIARIES

John Gibeau
7480 176 Street Surrey, B.C. V3S 8E7
info@honeybeecentre.com
(604) 575-2337 Fax(604) 575-2338
QNP

Richard Springborn
P.O. Box 186,Vernon, B.C. V1T 6M2
250-379-2567
N

ARMSTRONG APIARIES

Joe & Marguerite Lomond
Box 567 Savona, B.C. V0K 2J0.
marglomond@gmail.com (250) 373-2540
QN

BABE’S HONEY FARM
Mark Pitcher
334 Walton Place, Victoria, Bc V8X 3X1
(250) 658-8319 mpitcher@uvic.ca
CQNP

BARRY BEADMAN
RR4 Site 2, Comp 21 Oliver, B.C. V0H 1T0
barry&diane@telus.net
(250) 498-3153
QN

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
JINGLEPOT APIARIES

Blair & Cheryl Tarves
Sol Nowitz
208 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, B.C. V0X 1C2
2262 E. Wellington Road Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 6V8 (250) 499-2555
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
QN
BEE HAVEN FARM
(250) 753-9619
Steve & Gail Mitchell
SWEETACRE APIARIES
QNP
4820 Wilson Road Duncan, B.C. V9L 6L6
Bill Stagg
beehaven@shaw.ca
JOHN GATES
2169 Lakeview Drive Sorrento, B.C. V0E 2W2
(250) 746-9916
1262
Round
Lake
Road
Armstrong,
B.C.
V0E
1B5
hnywgn@telus.net (250) 675-4863
Fax(250) 746-9233
johngates@telus.net
QN
QNP
(250) 546-6212
VAN ISLE APIARIES AND BEE PRODUCTS
Q NC
BEES ‘N’ GLASS
Grant Stringer
Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
8183 Alec Rd., Saanichton, B.C. V8M 1S3
P.O. Box 149 Lake Cowichan, B.C. V0R 2G0 KETTLE VALLEY QUEENS
Terry
&
Elizabeth
Huxter
Ph. (250) 652-9834
lindahls@shaw.ca
4880 Wells Road Grand Forks, B.C. V0H 1H5
Fax:(250) 665-6121
(250) 749-3800
lizandterry@gmail.com
e-mail: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
QNPS
(250) 442-5204
QNB
Fax(250) 442-3300
BRENDA'S BEES
WILD MOUNTAIN HONEY FARMS
QN
Brenda Jager
Dianne Wells & Reg Kienast
Gabriola Island
NEIDIG APIARIES
4471 Hallam Road Armstrong, B.C. V0E 1B4
250-755-5834 bzbees@telus.net
9090
Birch
Place,
Delta,
BC
V4C
7M4
dianne.reg@gmail.com (250) 546-6149
QC
<wayneneidig@hotmail.com>
QNS
Tel
604-591-1385
FLOWER POWER APIARIES
Q
Michael McLennan
4550 Hillview Road
• B = Bulk Bees
NICOLA VALLEY APIARIES
Grand Forks, B.C. V0H 1H5
Alan & Meg Paulson
(250) 442-2933
• Q=Queens
Box 1995 Merritt, B.C. V1K 1B8
NPB
meg or alan@nicolavalleyhoney.com
• P = Packages
(250) 378-5208 Fax(250) 378-5208
FLYING DUTCHMAN
QNC
Stan & Cheryl Reist
• C = Queen Cells
6124 Metral Drive Nanaimo, B.C. V9T 2L6
PLANET BEE APIARIES
dutchman@island.net/flydutch@telus.net
• N = Nucs
Ed Nowek
(250) 390-2313
5011 Bella Vista Road Vernon, B.C. V1H 1A1
Fax(250) 390-5180
• S= Shook Swarm
beeworld@junction.net (250) 542-8088
QNP
QN
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Clips from the Past
In recent years our Association has been fortunate to have scientists,
researchers and educators contribute to our publications.
Currently, Dr. Leonard Foster has faithfully kept us up to date with his
research at UBC, and over the past 30 plus years notables including John
Gates, Kerry Clark, Doug McCutcheon, scientists from Beaverlodge and
others have written important articles that document facts as well as express
points of view on a variety of subjects.

Courtesy of Dr. John Boone,
BCHPA SFU Archive Coordinator

Dr. Mark Winston was a contributor over a 15 year period from 1981 to 1996.
Presented here are his first contribution to BCHPA Newsletter (predecessor
of BeesCene) at the invitation of Allan King in the 3rd quarter publication of
1981, and his last submission under “Research Review” in the January 1996
issue of BeesCene.

!"
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The Builders’ Corner

Assembling Frames – “A Better Way” – Lance Cuthill
When it comes to nailing frames together there are, no doubt, beekeepers
with far more manual dexterity than I
will ever possess. For me, nailing frames
together in the absence of such dexterity
has in times past led me into a world of
frustration. A properly assembled frame
has to fit into a super and leave proper
“bee space” between the end bars and the
super walls. In other words, it must be a
true rectangle and not, as my dear wife
would call it, “scroogeed.” Certainly,
there are those who can take a top bar, a
bottom bar and the two end frames and
nail them together so that the finished
product is perfectly square. My efforts at
this task ultimately result in nails sticking out of a somewhat twisted parallelogram of a frame. As the frames are most
likely to be around for a long time (even
passed on to new beekeepers), beekeepers should make them square and capable
of staying together through countless removals from the supers. To accomplish
this, I now assemble 10 frames at a time
using a frame nailing jig.

1. the frame has been insufficiently
and/or improperly nailed,
2. the frame was not glued and nailed,
or
3. the frame is “scroogeed” and the
bees have attached it to the super with
burr comb and propolis. I strongly recommend glueing and nailing frames.

Top Bar Nails

Bottom Bar Nails

Why a jig?
One of the more “aaarrrghhh!” experiences a beekeeper can have is to be removing a beautiful, heavy frame of honey
from a super when the top bar comes up
and the rest of the frame remains in the
super. This unhappy event can happen
for several reasons, a few of which are:

6456 Cowichan Lake Road
PO Box 1491 - Lake Cowichan BC V0R 2G0
250-749-3800
www.thebeestore.com
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To build the nailing jig you will
need to cut and assemble the following
pieces:
2 pieces ¾ inch plywood 19” by 7 ¼ “
2 pieces ¾ inch plywood 26” by 7 ¼
22 pieces 1” x 1” x 9” wood spacers
** For the Metric Folks
(1” = 2.54 mm)

Side Frame Nail

Beekeeping Supplies,
Equipment & Glassware
Larry & Marilyn Lindahl

I certainly do not claim inventor status
for the “frame nailing jig” shown below,
but I must say I am eternally grateful
to the inventor. This wonderful apparatus will hold 10 frames perfectly square
while the beekeeper nails them together.
I use four nails on the top of the top bar
to end frames (two on the top of each top
bar driven in on a slight angle), two nails
in each end frame into the end of the top
bar, and finally four nails to hold the bottom bar into the end frames. (See photo
below.)

Note: Frames should fit snugly into
the jig so that they don’t fall out when
turning the jig upside down for nailing.
Note that the square wood spacers should
be put in place using a sample frame end
piece so that all are equally spaced to fit
the frames to be nailed

Beekeeping supplies and education for the urban beekeeper

Pick-up locations:
Abbotsford, Burnaby, Richmond,
Tsawwassen, Vancouver and Whistler
Tel: 778-990-2176
E-mail: info@urbanbeesupplies.ca
Web: www.urbanbeesupplies.ca

We Ship
Everywhere!

West Coast Bee
Supplies
All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:
• Apistan Strips

I use the nailing jig as follows:
1. Place 20 end frames vertically into the slots.
2. Apply glue and insert 10 top bars into the end frames.
(Tap in place with a hammer.)
3. Turn the jig upside down.
4. Apply glue and insert 10 bottom bars into the end frames.
(Again, tap in place with a hammer.)
5. Nail bottom bars (2 nails in each end).
6. Turn the jig right side up and nail top bars to end frames.
(Two nails in each end on a slight angle.)
7. Turn jig so that side frames are facing up and nail side
frame into the top bar. (One nail.)
8. Repeat Step 7 to nail the other side frame to the top bar.
The frames are then left in the jig until the glue has set. The 10
beautiful, square, well-nailed frames are then pulled out of the
jig and you start over with the next 10.
Some notes and thoughts: I have used a brad air nailer for
frames, but have found the brad nails do not hold as well as
regular nails. However, the air gun sure is a lot faster. When
buying frames, it pays to buy the best fitting ones — i.e., the
ones where you have to push the parts together resulting in a
nice snug fit. I much prefer that the frames rest in the super on a
line contact, as opposed to the frames which have a flat surface
where they meet the super. Finally, in a box of 100 frames expect to have a few discards due to natural wood defects such as
splits, cracks or broken pieces. ❀

One's philosophy is not
best expressed in words; it
is expressed in the choices
one makes ... and the choices
we make are ultimately our
responsibility.
~ Eleanor Roosevelt

Kettle Valley Queens
Breeding sustainable stock today for a brighter future
Queens ~ April - September
Nucs ~ April - June
Elizabeth & Terry Huxter (250) 442-5204 Email: lizandterry@gmail.com
4880 WELL ROAD • GRAND FORKS, B.C. V0H 1H5

• Formic Acid

• Fumagilin B
• Oxytet 25
• Menthol Boards • Bee Pro
• Hive Boxes
• CheckMite
• Bee Suits and much more

Bob Fisher
Phone 604-272-1921

Fax 604-272-1928

Email: bluebob@shaw.ca
Store Address:
9351 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.

Mailing Address:
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5

Proudly Owned by
Canadian Beekeepers

Carrying a full line of beekeeping
equipment from several manufacturers:
• Dadant & Sons Ltd. • Cook & Beals
• Mann Lake Supplies • Dakota Gunness
• Walter T. Kelley • Medivet • Maxant
• Perma-Dent Foundation • Pierco
• Cowen Manufacturing Co. Inc.
• Plus many more!

Whatever your requirements we would
be glad to help. Quality products for
the beekeeping industry, including:
• Beekeeping Tools • Woodenware
• Package Bees and Queens • Novelties
• Queen Rearing Supplies • Foundation
• Honey Containers • Beekeepers Apparel
• Extracting Equipment • Medication &
Chemicals.

Alberta Honey Producers Co-Operative Ltd.
Box 3909 70 Alberta Avenue Spruce Grove, AB T7X 3B1
Tel (780) 962-5667 Fax (780) 962-1653
e-mail: djohnston@beemaid.com
Visit our website: www.beemaidbeestore.com
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Joyce Flanagan Remembered

Joyce Flanagan
November 19, 1922 - December 3, 2010
Some sad news in from Grand Forks.
Mike McLennan forwarded an obituary
about the recent passing of Joyce Flanagan in Richmond Hill, Ontario. He notes
that “Joyce really did give a lot to our
members in the West Kootenay region.”
An excerpt from Doug McCutcheon’s
soon-to-be published book, A History of
Beekeeping in British Columbia from
1950 – 2000

Joyce’s family had bees in the Fraser
Valley. Her childhood memories included the taste of the honey and the safety
of the honey house; it must have been
set in the family bee yard. Foulbrood
which swept through the valley in 1935
took her mother out of bees. Joyce recalls that her mother had Kootenay hive
bodies, large straw filled supers that were
placed around the hives for winter.
When Joyce and her husband moved
to the Grand Forks area in 1970 they
bought a log house and 45 acres in the
hidden North Fork of the Granby River
north of Grand Forks. Joyce’s mother
insisted she have bees. Her mother obtained bee supply catalogues and soon
packages of bees arrived.
Joyce loved her bees but found that
dividing hives required more and more
frames and supers. Soon a bee-proof
honey house was constructed and an
electric extractor and uncapper were obtained.
The Flanagans enjoyed inviting beekeepers from the surrounding area to
their place for field days. In 1976 the

honey was water white. It was so clear
that you could read a newspaper through
it. Provincial Apiculturist John Corner
was at a field day when Joyce showed
this honey. He had a refractometer with
him. On testing the honey, it had a moisture content of 12.5%. John declared,
“This honey must go to the Royal Winter
Fair in Toronto”. (12 one pound jars).
The honey was entered and it won
best in show. Joyce said, “this caused a
short-lived sensation and I have rested
on my laurels ever since”.
Her humble assessment wasn’t entirely true. Joyce was elected Regional
Representative for the BCHPA West
Kootenay Divison in 1991. She worked
on the BCHPA cookbook committee and
prepared features for BeesCene.
A celebration of Joyce’s life will be
held in Grand Forks in the spring or summer of 2011, when family members are
able to travel. Donations in memory of
Joyce may be made to The Grand Forks
Art Gallery Endowment Fund, or to the
Leprosy Mission. ❀

Calendar
March 4 – 5, 2011
Manitoba Beekeepers Association
105th Annual
Convention Winnipeg.
March 5 – 6, 2011
BCHPA Semi-Annual Meeting &
Educational Workshop Weekend
Kamloops. See back cover for full
details. Registration form in the Spring
BeesCene or download from the
BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.
com .
March 30, 2011
World Apitherapy Day
March 30 was chosen for World
Apitherapy Day because it is the birth
date of Dr. Philipp Terc (formerly Filip
Tertsch), the first scientific researcher
to investigate the medical uses of
'apitoxin," or bee venom. Terc was
born on March 30, 1844, in Praporiste,
Bohemia (Czech Republic).
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May 29, 2011
Second Annual DAY of the HONEY
BEE
Various events happening around the
province and country. Allen Garr to
coordinate efforts in BC.
September 12 – 15, 2011
Western Apiculture Society
Annual Conference
Kohala Coast, Hawaii
Details in the online W.A.S. Journal
March 31/11 deadline for special hotel
discount
September 21 – 27, 2011
APIMONDIA International
Congress
International association of beekeepers
is holding their world conference in
Buenos Aires Argentina. http://www.
apimondia2011.com/

Quality is never an accident; it is always the result
of high intention, sincere
effort, intelligent direction
and skillful execution; it
represents the wise choice
of many alternatives.
~ William A Foster

BOOK REVIEW

The Wisdom of Bees

Reviewed by John Gibeau, B.Sc.,
MBA, BeeMaster
President, Honeybee Centre
Surrey, BC
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For example, O’Malley suggests that,
like re-queening, it is import at times to
bring a new CEO into the organization
to introduce a different energy to attract
new customers and business. He points
out that in both situations rejection is
high unless the transformation occurs
carefully, at the right time, and is well
planned. Good advice to anyone looking
for a new CEO or honey bee queen.

The book is a fun and enjoyable read
recommended for anyone interested
in business management, including
beekeepers. ❀

ch
a

The Wisdom of Bees is about the study
of organizational behavior and leadership in a business setting. The author
Michael O’Malley uses the fascinating
intricacies of the bee hive to explain how
and why business leaders should mimic
bees to increase efficiency, reduce risk,
and better manage their employees.

For beekeepers, some of the analogies
will be difficult to relate to, like the
inference that a queen has control over
the colony and that bees purposefully
forage on more than one plant at the
same time to reduce risk. For students
of business and leadership, however,
all of the advice that Mr. O’Malley
provided is sound and proven.
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The Wisdom of Bees
By Michael O’Malley, Ph.D.
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www.mannlakeltd.com
VOLUME 27, #1 SPRING 2011

39

Apimondia 2011
WELCOME LETTER
Buenos Aires ARGENTINA
Every two years all the beekeepers of the world
gather with the apicultural researchers, supplies
manufacturers, honey-traders and all the
representatives of the apicultural sector, in a big event that is the International Apiculture
Congress of APIMONDIA.
This impressive meeting that has been taking place since the beginning of the last
century, is hosted every time by a different country from around the globe, generating
an exchange of experiences among beekeepers and all the members of the apiculture
practice. Every time this meeting takes place, the host country has the opportunity to
show its apiculture to the world.
For ten years now, the members of the Argentinean Beekeepers Association (SADA)
have been considering the great importance of this event and also the need to be the host
again, after more than 30 years of not hosting the Congress in this region.
In 2007,after several presentations, Argentina was chosen to be the venue in 2011.
From that moment, we started working to organize an important Congress. In 2009 we
experienced a great Congress in Montpellier (France), with almost 10,000 assistants, more than 650 scientific presentations,
representatives from nearly 100 countries and a big ApiExpo. Their effective organization team, headed by the current President
of APIMONDIA, Gilles Ratia, was kind enough to support our coming Congress with all their experience.
In Argentina we have put together a great local team, integrated by beekeepers, scientists and professionals in organization and
communication to assure the excellent level of this Congress.
Today all of the Argentinean apicultural community is working hard to be ready to receive thousands of colleagues from
all over the world, in the best possible way. Changes in the agricultural sector with new farming techniques, using more
agrochemicals harmful to our bees and with a more degraded environment, works directly against the sustainability of our bee
and therefore of our apiculture. We are living difficult times. At the same time, apiculture is still a very useful tool to generate
the development of marginal communities, creating a new lifestyle for them.
That is why we have chosen as goal of this Congress the search for “An apiculture that is sustainable and that generates
development” A big Congress in an apicultural country, that is what all the members of the Argentinean sector are trying to
achieve, and that is why your assistance is vital to accomplish our goal. We will welcome you with the warm friendship that
represent us.
Lucas Daniel Martínez • President
42nd International Apicultural Congress
APIMONDIA 2011 – ARGENTINA

ApiExpo. AT APIMONDIA 2011
BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA
From September 21st to 25th. The greatest apicultural
exhibition around the world is waiting for you!

La Rural, a trade fair centre in Buenos Aires, is an exhibition and
event center, of great importance in our region, that has a first class
technology.
Located in the heart of Buenos Aires, is a one of a kind place,
a contributor to the growth of the city and of Argentina. Their
exhibitions arouse international interest and make it a great place to
contrast ideas and share experiences.
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Regional Reports
Cariboo Chilcotin
Kurt Williams
The winter in the Cariboo
started early with -25ºC temperatures in late November, but soon
warmed to a pleasantly mild winter of average temps of 0ºC to
-5ºC. I have noticed the bees out
on cleansing flights and generally it appears that it might be an
easy winter, but I better not speak
to soon. Local Christmas and
Farmers Markets have been great,
with lots of interest and support for honey producers. The
local food movement is really taking hold, with many people
that are buying honey interested in getting their own hives. We
should see many more new faces at our club spring meetings.
So let us cross our fingers and wait for March, and anticipate a
great survival rate for our bees.

Fraser Valley
Bob Keenan
Writing in mid-January, winter has been mild with snow
three or four times. It has been good weather for bees and
sunny days see some flights. After fall feeding some operators
will, in a couple of weeks, be opening hives to top up their dry
sugar feed if required.
New Zealand bee packages and queens should arrive at
Valley suppliers in late February to early March for those who
want to stock in March. People interested should check with
their local clubs about group purchasing. The Langley Bee
Club has a new up and running web-site at www.langleybeeclub.org
Currently Honey prices in the Valley are as follows:
a) wholesale: $1.50 - $2.50 per pound in 300 Kg barrels
b) wholesale: 15 KG pails - $3.00-$3.50 per pound
c) retail jars: $12 - $14/Kg
Varietal honeys such as fireweed can command $18/Kg &
raspberry $14/Kg.
Pollinators are starting to sign contracts, the first crop being
blueberries. Pricing is $85.00 - $100.00 per colony for contracts of 12 colonies or less.
Anecdotally, some people report low Varroa counts and no
big winter losses. Others (hobbyists) have lost half their colonies to what appears to be CCD.
Please note that this is my first and last report, as I will be
moving from the Valley. Best wishes to all.

West Kootenays
Dave Johnson
Well here we are at about what I consider the halfway point
through winter in the West Kootenays. The snow is accumulating and at this time there is about two feet of snow on the
ground. The days are getting longer and no doubt there are
small patches of brood in some of the hives. The time is coming where the bees will begin to use more and more food to

feed brood.
Sometime later in the winter there will come a point where
it is critical to ensure enough food is available for the continued growth of the hive. Last winter I had one hive which died
quite early in the winter (Jan/Feb). Upon inspection, I discovered 2 1/2 frames of brood and absolutely no food left. Not
sure why they brooded up so early as no others were anyway
near that in terms of brood.
Just came in from clearing pathways around the hives to
gain access. Hard work using a snowblower in two feet of
compact snow! I don’t look too closely at the hives yet as I am
sure they went in with lots of stores. Of course there is the odd
exception as mentioned.
All of the hives have a slight tilt forward to allow moisture
to drain from the bottom board and when I see the snow sliding
off the lids of hives that is a good indication to me that there is
activity within. All I can say right now is...so far so good....
There is continued and increasing interest in keeping bees
in this area and the Kootenay Local Agricultural Society
annual course is nearly fully booked. Lots of people buying
new equipment and ordering bees. I recently read in the Bee
Culture a reference to this very phenomenon whereby equipment producers and suppliers are experiencing a welcome
resurgence in business.
SUGAR... I am not sure how other beekeepers are doing
in this regard but with the current prices, I am sure some are
experiencing a strain in terms of spring and fall expenses. Not
sure where the answer lies unless people are able to save some
costs when bulk buying opportunities come along.

Prince George
Wally Steidle
News from the north is full of
changes this issue. On behalf of
the Prince George Club I wish to
thank Diane Dunaway for her tireless work in putting the BeesCene
together four times a year for the
last five years! Not to forget hosting the most enjoyable field days
and clinics at her ranch in the
historic Soda Creek basin. She
reminded me many times regarding
the deadline for the Regional Reports. Thanks again Diane!
On another change, John Phillips is going to be the new
Regional Rep for the PG area. John will introduce himself
when he does the next report! John is currently our Treasurer
and will keep that position. John was a big part of the team that
put together the 2008 AGM in Prince George.
Another change, Gerry Bomford decided to retire from the
Presidency of the PG Club. Gerry was the main man in putting
together the annual bee display during the PGX and we hope
he might continue with that job, as we know he loves talking
about bees and honey.
I will be the new President of the PG Club. Our membership
is on a slight decline. Beekeeping has become a real challenge;
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Varroa mites have made AFB seem like a walk in the park. Ah,
the good old days!
Our meetings at the College of New Caledonia are most
enjoyable, with a nice quiet classroom. Our hopes of being
able to use the video equipment (for free of course) do not
seem to be in the cards.
Best to all, Wally

Vancouver Island North
Larry Lindahl
Winter has been quiet for
the bees with no reports of any
big losses. The three Vancouver
Island North bee clubs take most
of November and December as
well as part of January off. The
weather has given us extremes
at both ends of the scale, from
very wintry, to days so warm
the bees are occasionally flying.
Again - keep those mite populations as low as possible!
All the best for 2011.

Peace River
Kerry Clark
La Nina they say: a few degrees
cooler water in the South Pacific,
resulting in weather patterns that
give us a colder than usual winter
(and floods in Australia). Up ‘til
early November it wasn’t happening (canola field in full bloom
November 10) but December
and January have been mostly
in the -20’s, no record lows but
not as warm as we’d like. There
were very few warm days: Christmas Day was one of them: a
treat at 0º C: the bees came to the entrance to say hello (photo)
or have a brief flight. A few hundred per hive ended up on the
snow and not getting back inside, but at least we knew there
were lots still alive. Three or four months to go until we can

open the hives to check and maybe do something to help like
move a frame of honey closer to the cluster. Last year’s colony
survival was all over the map in BC: high survival (better than
60 %) in the Peace but devastating losses (less than 10 % survival) in some warmer parts like Vancouver Island. I hope it’s
better this year.
A cold weekend in January: maybe time to catch up
on some reading, but may I suggest the BC/Canada Farm
Business Advisory Services program? Here’s a chance to get
your records in order and a professional farm business analysis
and plan. It would usually cost you $2000 but during this program the taxpayer will pick up all but $100 of that. Contact me
or any local Ministry of Agriculture office to get started. Now
may be a good time before the spring busy season.

Sunshine Coast
Allan Cobbin
Things have been relatively
quiet here on the Sunshine Coast
during the past few months but
the weather has tossed us a curve
ball or two. In November we had
several days of colder than usual
weather, which has seemingly
resulted in a higher than usual
mortality rate. Several club members have had up to 50% losses
with some beekeepers with only
a few hives losing all their colonies As I’ve mentioned previously, most beekeepers here on the Coast are hobbyists with
two or three hives, and they seem to be hit the hardest.
On the positive side, several members treated with Oxalic
Acid in early December and this seems to have been of some
assistance in dropping Varroa mite numbers. Additionally, I am
pleased to report that one of our newer members (who decided
to forgo the usual fall treatments and utilize only an essential
oil syrup together with lethicin, lemongrass and spearmint and
eucalyptus oils) notes that earlier this week (when we had a
rare very mild day) bees from all three of her hives were flying. A quick look into the hives showed that all was well and
she was able to move some honey loaded frames closer into the
center of the boxes.
I checked with Rob Haines, our erstwhile sole “commercial” operator, yesterday and he reported an approximate 90%
survival rate of the hives he has been able to check to date.
Most of our members purchased queens from him this spring
and he has indicated that he will be in a position to assist again
this year. As there is the possibility that we may be unable to
purchase queens offshore, his services could be of considerable
value. At our next meeting in February we will be discussing
our current status and make decisions regarding our spring
activities.
I believe it was the famed George Orwell who once wrote:
“If it is possible to cut a word out, cut it out “. On that note and
the absence of any more news, I’ll sign off. Allan

Metro Vancouver and Squamish
A Christmas hello.
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Don Cameron
A year ago when I was writing this report it was unseasonably warm and sunny in the lower mainland and we were tak-

Club Contacts
BCHPA DIVISIONS
ALBERNI VALLEY HONEY PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
6219 Lamarque Rd, Port Alberni V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson
250-723-6089
BC BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3
Grant Stringer
250-652-9834
CENTRAL CARIBOO BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
4583 Ridge Rd, Big Lake Ranch, BC V0L 1G0
Sherry Benisch and Ann Carter
250 243-2286
COMOX VALLEY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
5151 Dunboyne Rd, Courtenay, V9S 1M8
Chris Woodrow
250 338 5233
woodrow9@telus.net mars.ark.com/~cvbclub/index.htm
KAMLOOPS DIVISION BCHPA
3249 Schubert Rd, Kamloops BC V2B 6Y4
Ian Farber
250-579-8518
NANAIMO DIVISION BCHPA
925 St. David Street, Nanaimo, B.C V9S 2H8
Kathleen Silvey
250-716-0695
www.nanaimobeekeepers.com
MAPLE RIDGE BEEKEEPER’S ASSOCIATION
www.northfraserbeeclub.com
NORTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
331 Valley Rd, Kelowna, BC V1V 2E5
R.W. Bob Chisholm

250-762-2203

PEACE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
BCMAL Office 4th Floor, 1201-103rd Ave.
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4J2
Kerry Clark
250-784-2559
POWELL RIVER BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
RR 3, C26, Nassichuk Rd, Powell River V8A 5C1
Alan Cole
604-487-4181
PRINCE GEORGE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 725, Prince George, BC V2L 4T3
Wally Steidle beehappy2@linsat.com
250.960.0360
QUESNEL BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
2151 Johnson Rd. Quesnel BC V2J 6G1
Tom Swanky
250-747-0604
SMITHERS BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
5528 Slack Rd, Smithers BC V0J 2N2
Lu Blackburn

250-847-2135

SHUSWAP BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
414 Mallory, Salmon Arm, BC V0E 1V3
Bill Lynch
250-832-2732

SOUTH FRASER VALLEY DIVISION BCHPA
26035 28th Ave., Aldergrove, BC V4W 2W3
Rick Kreisch
604-856-4438
SOUTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
RR#2, Oliver, BC V0H 1T0
Ray Levesque

250-498-4025

SQUAMISH DIVISION BCHPA
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish V0N 3G0
Phil Ellis
604-898-5337
SUNSHINE COAST DIVISION BCHPA
2737 Lower Road, Roberts Creek V0N 2W4
Allan Cobbin
604-886-7006
TERRACE DIVISION BCHPA
43 Halibut St. Kitimat, BC V8C 2K6
Yvette Favron

250.638.1533

WEST KOOTENAY DIVISION BCHPA
RR1, Winlaw BC V0G 2J0
Bob Lerch

250-226-7556

BCHPA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
CAPITAL REGION BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 43033 Victoria BC V8X 3G2
Nairn Hollott
250-744-4019

OTHER BEE-RELATED ORGANIZATIONS
COWICHAN BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
castlesg@telus.net
George Field
250-743-7569
RICHMOND BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
2750 West 14th Ave , Vancouver, BC V6K 2X2
Email: bygarr@telus.net
Allen Garr
604-736-4184
STUART NECHAKO BEE CLUB
Vanderhoof, Ft St James, and Fraser Lake area
Box 595 ,Vanderhoof BC, VoJ 3A0
Jon Aebischer
250 -567-5037
SURREY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
13060- 69 A Avenue, Surrey B.C. V3W 6N9
Don Carter
604-591-3262
TEXADA ISLAND BEE CLUB
Box 162, Van Anda V0N 3K0
Rhonda Johnston
604-486-0226
VANCOUVER BEEKEEPERS OF BC ASSOCIATION
350 E 2nd Ave, #407 Vancouver V5T 4R8
Bryce Ahlstrom
604-708-0313
Please contact Barry Denluck
with any changes:
2ndvicepresident@bcbeekeepers.com
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2011 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
BC Honey Producers’ Association
Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
www.bcbeekeepers.com
Membership includes a one-year subscription to both BeesCene and Hivelights quarterly publications. The BCHPA
Liability Insurance Policy is the only one of its kind available in the province. By pooling our membership, we can offer
this comprehensive insurance for a fraction of what it would cost individuals on their own. Members may attend the
business day of the October BCHPA Annual General Meeting and the semi-annual meeting in March without charge
(meals not included). Members benefit from the work of an active volunteer Executive including: Marketing (labels
and brochures), Education (symposiums and website), and ongoing Advocacy (government and media relations). The
BCHPA is a proud member of the Canadian Honey Council, working on our behalf.

New

❏

Renewal

❏

Please check here if renewing with an address change

❏

Name___________________________________________________________________________________
Spouse’s Name ___________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________

Province ___________

Phone (

) _____________________

Fax

) ____________________

(

Email ___________________________

$5 Million
Coverage
for only $55 year!

Postal Code _______________________

Membership dues are based on the number of honey bee colonies you keep.

BCHPA MEMBERSHIP DUES
0 to 25 Hives
$40
26 to 50 Hives
$50
51 to 150 Hives
$60
151 to 300 Hives
$70
301 to 500 Hives
$120
501 to 1000 Hives
$130
Over 1000 Hives
$200

Beekeepers understand that there’s
strength in numbers. Our Group
Liability Insurance Policy is the best value
you’ll find. If you’re worried about stings, or
bee smokers, or other related beekeeping risks
– this is for you.
Note: coverage runs January 1, 2011 to
December 31, 2011. Effective date of
coverage is based on date application
and payment is received at the
BCHPA office. Insurer will
issue certificates in due
course.

* OPTIONAL $5,000,000 BCHPA
GROUP LIABILITY INSURANCE

Please make cheques payable to the
British Columbia Honey Producers’
Association or BCHPA:

**** SUBSCRIPTION ONLY
Note: BeesCene is Included
with Your BCHPA Membership
(this is meant for out-of-province)

BCHPA TREASURER
PO Box 1650
Comox, BC, V9M 8A2

** OPTIONAL Additional
$1 million Forest Fire Fighting
Expense Endorsement

# of Hives _________

Includes
BeesCene & Hivelights

ADD ON $55

ADD ON $100

*** OPTIONAL DONATION
BC’s Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund
for Honey Bee Research
ADD ON
(tax registered charity, receipts issued)

$50 CAD

TOTAL $

Thank You for Supporting Beekeeping in BC!
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ing pictures of bees collecting pollen from our hazelnut trees.
Alas, this morning we have several inches of heavy, wet snow
on the ground after an overnight blizzard and it feels like beekeeping is still some distance away.
Some early work has been done — boxes of frames have
been set aside and wrapped for a trip to Iotron, new frames
have been assembled for the annual culling from existing hives
and the oxalic acid treatment has been applied. A few new bottom boards and lids need to be made as well as some additional
nuc boxes, as this is the year for an attempt at queen rearing.
Last evening was the first meeting of the year for the
Richmond Beekeepers’ Association. Despite poor weather,
there was a terrific turnout, including several new beekeepers,
to hear Paul van Westendorp talk about a number of topics
including the Small Hive Beetle, the banning of bee imports
from Australia by the Americans, and the merits of waiting
for local bee stock rather than relying on imports. One number
that Paul mentioned that caught our attention was some work
that suggested as high as 60% failure rate for imported queens.
Strong sales of both honey and candles at good prices were
reported from those who participated in Christmas markets.
A limited survey of retail honey prices locally indicates a
modest softening from October for 500 gm glass bottles at
$6.00 to $8.00. More substantial price weakness was evident
at 1000 gm with prices centering on $9.00 compared to about
$12.00 three months ago. Organic honey is unchanged at $9.50
for 500 gm.

North Okanagan
Bob Chisholm
I mentioned at the AGM in
Cranbrook that we would be giving our members here in the North
Okanagan a chance to “author” our
reports from time to time, to provide
some new perspectives on beekeeping in our area. This time, Harry
Priest took up the pen.
Harry, from Vernon, BC is a
retired electrician and the proud
owner of six hives. He is also an avid supporter of The
Manchester United soccer/football club – so one can guess his
heritage.
The January meeting of North Okanagan Beekeepers was
held with a potluck supper and a smorgasbord of topics, which
included how, as a group, can we save money on equipment
and bee medication supplies? As you know, the cost of keeping
bees has skyrocketed over the last few years with the increasing cost of bees, including queens and nucs - a penny saved is
a penny we can spend on bees.
We have decided to buy Canadian, and buying as a group,
we can save on shipping and take advantage of bulk supplies,
so we plan to get a joint order of materials together by our
February meeting and be ready to start saving by spring.
It is interesting to note that with all the discussions these
days on mites and the threat of disappearing bees, we tend to
forget that one of the primary bee disease dangers – American
Foulbrood can still be present. One of our members at a recent
meeting brought along some frames infected with AFB and
AFB scale that had been recovered from an old abandoned
bee yard about 1500 meters from his home yard. With the help
of the Bee Inspector, and the local fire department, he will be

burning this equipment on the next suitable day. This should
remove the threat of infection that could affect several other
beekeepers that have hives within flying range. Some of our
newer members had not seen an AFB infection before and are
now better acquainted with what to look for, and what to do
should any contamination occur with their bees.
This goes to show we cannot be too careful with equipment.
If you see some equipment you think could be abandoned, you
should consider reporting it to your Bee Inspector.
We are now looking at the longer days, warmer temperatures and the chance to get to back to working with our bees.

Vancouver Island South
Brian Scullion
Hello beekeepers and friends.
We are on an uphill race to spring
on the South Island. The telltale
signs are the big fat hazelnut catkins just waiting for the sun to
hit them. Flowering currants are
beginning to open, as is a clematis
in my back yard. Bulbs are pushing
their first growth through the soil,
witchhazel is in full bloom, the trees buds are swelling, and...
the rest of the island, and maybe all other areas in Canada are
in the cold and nasty grip of winter.
Our paradise has many drawbacks. Wintering bees in a
very wet and windy 4º to 10º C area is most challenging for
sure. We are in better shape with bee mortality this year at this
date, than last year at this date, and that is a good thing, but I
think most of us are still on edge from the sting we took.
Plans are in the making for another year of education, bee
talks, demonstrations, community markets, fairs, this list goes
on and on. On behalf of all beekeepers from South Vancouver
Island, we wish the very best of luck, health and happiness to
everyone in 2011. ❀

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
2098 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, BC V0X 1C2

Blair & Cheryl Tarves
QUEENS • NUCS
BREEDING STOCK
April 15 - Sept. 15

Phone 250-499-2555

Van and
Isle
Apiaries
Bee Products
NUCS • QUEENS
PACKAGES
Grant Stringer
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Tel 250-652-9834 Fax 250-665-6121
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3
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We would like to make this an annual event after the
great success last year when more than two dozen clubs,
individuals and apiaries held celebrations in May. We
were able to inform thousands of British Columbians
through workshops, educational seminars and attendance
at farmers’ markets about the value of honey bees and
pollination.
Once again the BCHPA will support your efforts with
brochures, tips and strategies to attract media coverage
and generally have a good time.
If you are interested, please contact
Barry Denluck, Media Chair
2nd Vice President, BCHPA
2ndvicepresident@bcbeekeepers.com

Helping your BEES SURVIVE the winter
Just wrap your hive in one of our innovative WinterBee™
thermo-wraps and help bees stay warm in the coldest weather.

a Innovative Weather Protection for Beehives
a Water Repellent and Hydrophobic Insulation
a Breathable, Durable and Washable

To order please call
toll free 877- 351-2211
or email
winterbeewrap@gmail.com
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Classifieds.....
FOR SALE: Frederich’s Vancouver Island Beehive Products: the 2011 season February 15 to October 15. Wages are $12.85 per
Honey, Pollen, Propolis Products, Bee Bread, Wax Figurines, and hour for unskilled workers and negotiable for skilled workers with a
Beeswax Candles. Phone 250-245-4214 Fax 250-245-1314
driver’s license. On-site accommodations are available at $300 per
month. Contact John Gibeau at gibeau@honeybeecentre.com or fax
FOR SALE: Up to 50 hives of bees and 350+ nucs, hardy, pro- to (604) 575-2338. For more information, visit our website at www.
ductive B.C.Okanagan raised stock, available Late April and May. honeybeecentre.com.
Phone 250-546-6212.
NUKS BY MAIL $ 131+ postage. Max 3 per mailing, 4 frames 75%
brood. Queenless busters, Queen Right Vernon stock. + $ 100 breeders Queens CALL BILL 250-762-8156 in KELOWNA.
KEEPING BEES HEALTHY WITH FORMIC ACID SINCE
1994 A year in keeping: 500 hives Pollination, Bee breeding and
stock producing Operation in Kelowna, BC. A must for clubs library
and educational programs. $ 10- 90 min. DVD Ph/Fax: 1-250-7628156 E mail: billruzicka@mitegone.com
FOR SALE Hives, 2 story. Also Queen Rearing equipment: 34
4-way quads (136 nucs), disease free, complete with frames, feeders,
bottom board and insulated lid. $695 for everything or $25.00 per
quad. Nicola Valley Apiaries 250 378-5208.
LIVE in the beautiful and exciting VANCOUVER area of British
Columbia. HONEYBEE CENTRE requires four (4) beekeepers for

Honey
Equipment
Bees

Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.
✧ New & Used beekeeping equipment
✧ Honey
✧ Ezyloaders (Beekeeper Model 300 now available)
Ph: 204 662 4401 Fax: 204 662 4547
Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com

Hardie Honey
PACKAGE BEES • HONEY • WAX • BULK BEES • QUEENS
4035 Robson Road, Duncan BC V9L 6G7
BLAINE & JAN
DUAINE 250-748-8471
PH/FAX 250-746-4389
hardiehoney@shaw.ca
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Semi-Annual Meeting &
Educational
Workshop
LIMITED SPACE
Register for Kamloops
by February 25 to
Enter the EARLY BEE
DRAW of 2 QUEENS

SATURDAY, MARCH 5

BCHPA Semi-Annual
Meeting Weekend

from 9am to 4pm
Coast Canadian Inn, Kamloops
339 St. Paul Street
1-800-663-1144

*Note - the meeting is free, lunch is $20
(advance booking is recommended, see
details on the registration form).

Business Day Speakers
Jo-anne Adams
Dr. Leonard Foster
John Gibeau

REGISTRATION
FORM and DETAILS
inside on
pages 18-20

SUNDAY, MARCH 6

from 8:30am to 4pm
Coast Canadian Inn, Kamloops
Registration $60 in advance, includes
lunch and all materials.

Educational Day Speakers
Ian Farber
John Gibeau
Brenda Jager
Stan Reist
Paul van Westendorp

CASUAL DROP-IN DINNER

Jade Garden Chinese Restaurant 298 Third Avenue Tel 250-851-9368
Saturday, March 5 at 7 pm
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