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Letter from the editors . . .
To effectively and responsively govern and manage a
socioecological system – such as a community forest – actors
involved need to recognise: (a) the inherent unpredictability of
complex and dynamic systems; (b) the importance of learning
in our efforts to deal with this complexity and dynamism; and
(c) the necessity of formal ‘decision makers’ working closely
with the diverse people who act at all levels within the system.

~ Carol Colfer
Warm greetings to you all, despite the terrific heat this summer
brought. Cooler weather and rain have come to some, but for
others the heat and dry conditions continue. The differences
in timing that we’ve seen this year have benefitted some, but
some are reporting poor results so far.
Our Association has seen some changes in the last year,
and as in all dynamic systems, some have been smooth and
some haven’t. Beekeepers are a diverse group and a challenge
to serve well, but the diversity in our membership can be used
to our advantage. It is an advantage to have versatility on your
side in confronting issues. To see a way forward with varying
viewpoints from which to work may seem complicated, but it
enables an Association like ours to remain adaptive in a world
that will continue to change. It also provides an opportunity to
see things from different points of view.
Beekeepers are great at getting together and have a
lot of fun doing so, despite the inherent complexity and
unpredictability...there’s just something about a bee club that
instills optimism. I was in touch with some members of the
Comox Club for this issue, and was treated to an abundance
of positive energy from some dynamic and interesting people.
They’re putting all that wonderful energy to use in their AGM
preparations, and it’s going to be a good one. So many emails
though. Even phone calls are becoming a thing of the past.

I’ve been
missing
the
frequent calls
we used to get
from Wayne
Neidig, and
we
were
deeply saddened by his passing in July. We’re not phone
people but Wayne didn’t really give us a choice, and in
the end he won us over. We hadn’t known him long but he
somehow became a close friend. Although he challenged me
on a consistent basis to rethink the way we do some things
with the newsletter (mostly on the business side), he remained
very supportive of our efforts and there was no shortage of
encouraging words, as well as offers to help in whatever way
he could.
Many of you knew him as a social guy who made a point
of getting out to club meetings here and there. It was his way
of touching base, that and the phone calls. He often spoke of
his family to me and how important they were to him. I know
that he had similar feelings about the beekeeping community,
which became an extended family where he found much solace
and purpose in the last year or so. My sincere condolences to
those of you who will be missing him also.
We’ve been hearing from more of you across the province
lately, please keep it coming! It helps this newsletter reflect
the wonderful diversity of people and places in BC. Send us
a note, email a photo or a bit of news, or let us know if you
have an idea for an article. Give us a call even – we’re getting
a little better at talking on the phone. Or if you’re ever passing
through Telkwa, come for a visit up Tyee Mountain.
Good luck with your winter preparations, and we’ll see you
in Courtenay. ❀
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From the President
I am pleased to give you the good news that the BCHPA is
thriving, with over 600 members at this time! We are looking forward to our Annual General Meeting in Courtenay in
October, with an excellent lineup of speakers for the first Education Day, organized by Jeff Lee. The dynamic team from
the Comox Beekeepers, led by Jenn Dilfer, is planning an exciting event, including a second Education Day on Sunday,
in workshop format. The AGM is your opportunity to meet
beekeepers from all over British Columbia and have your say
at the Business Day. Register today!
At the AGM there will also be elections. The roles of First
Vice President, Second Vice President and Secretary are open
for election in odd-numbered years. We recently welcomed
a new Acting Secretary, Ted Hancock, who was appointed in
July. Two trustees for the Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust
Fund are up for election, including the role of Secretary-Treasurer.
Other officers of the Executive include a Regional Representative from each of the regions in the province. In the past few
months, the Regional Reps have been assuming their roles in
the wider Executive, as they used to do not so long ago. In recent years, their role was gradually reduced to reports for the
BeesCene, but they have now been invited to step forward and
be more active. They fulfill the important duties of consulting with beekeepers in their region, attending some Executive
teleconferences and maintaining a two-way communication
between the central Executive and members in the regions
that they represent. Some compensation for their travel will be
discussed at the Business Day at this year’s AGM. These positions have traditionally been elected every year. We are all
hoping that our revitalized organization will bring out many
candidates for all positions, indicating a high level of democratic participation.
Elections are important. A relatively small number of people
(5-6) carry out the Constitution and administer the Association on your behalf. I know you are busy, but consider stepping forward to the Executive, or at least making the journey
to the AGM to cast your vote and participate in the BC beekeeping community.
One year ago, I was elected President. That same autumn, the
Registry Office informed me that the structure of the BCHPA
was not in compliance with the Society Act. A complete reorganization was accomplished by the Semi-Annual meeting.
The entire Executive worked together to draw up information
documents and contribute ideas on how to move forward. An
effort was made to cover all Branches with Directors and Officers insurance under our policy, but our Treasurer verified,
around the time of the Semi-Annual meeting, that it was not
possible. Now, Irene is preparing a report on other options for
covering Branches, which will be yet another benefit of bringing your bee club to the status of Branch. The membership
rebate program has been successful in helping Branches and
Affiliates to find their own ways to encourage membership in

the BCHPA.
The BCHPA Certified Instructor Course
has also contributed
to the recent growth
of the BCHPA membership, as new beekeepers trained by
the Certified Instructors are guided to
make the choice of
Catherine Culley
membership in our
BCHPA President
organization. There
will be another offering at the AGM in Courtenay. Well done, Lance, Axel and Ian!
There has been discussion about the Constitution but no clear
way forward at this time. Although Constitutions may seem
boring, they guide us in difficult times. They clarify roles and
duties, facilitating the actions of organizations in a way similar to Robert’s Rules. They provide a framework for action
and accountability. There has been a renewed interest in updating our Constitution. We hope to have something ready for
our 2016 AGM. Meanwhile, the Constitution we have is still
valid, according to the Registry Office. Since they changed
the word “Division” to “Branch”, they recognize the use of
both interchangeably.
At our Business Day, many important issues will be discussed, including interprovincial movements of bees, Small
Hive Beetle, BCHPA participation in larger organizations,
imports of packages from the US and much more. Any resolutions for the CHC will need to be formulated and voted upon.
Bee there!
Sadly, July brought another change to the BCHPA, with the
passing of Wayne Neidig, our Past President. In the last few
months, Wayne never stopped working for us, organizing the
IPM seminars and filling the spaces in our Trade Show at the
AGM. His dedication to the BCHPA and his vast knowledge
of bees and people will leave a large void. He will be greatly
missed. ❀

Hanefelds’ Honey Farm
Nassenheider Fill-up

Price: $2,595. Includes shipping

The bottler for honey and other
liquids with higher viscosity. Compact,
versatile, affordable and reliable.
Single Story Hives for Sale
Available in May
2015 Queens,
5 Frames of Brood $250

Contact Fred @ Phone & Fax: 604-856-8937
E-mail: FKOH@telus.net
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Thought you might like to use one of these photos of my bee
yard in East Kelowna. The yard is located in the middle of an
apple orchard and the yellow flowers are wild mustard.

~ Dan Mawson
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Beelines
News from the Ministry of Agriculture
PAUL VAN WESTENDORP, Manager, BCMA Apiculture Program
paul.vanwestendorp@gov.bc.ca.
Wayne Neidig
We have lost a wonderful friend and a
dedicated supporter of BC’s beekeeping community. Many of you knew
Wayne with his deep involvement with
the BCHPA as President but also as the
force behind educational days and other
special events.
Wayne was a longtime beekeeper
who serviced pollination contracts in the
Fraser Valley. Details of his beekeeping
operation were never clear to many who
dealt with him. He always remained a
quiet, independently minded beekeeper
who placed his bees here, there and everywhere. After his retirement from his
electrical business, Wayne became more
involved in the community of beekeepers by attending the various local club
meetings. His dedication culminated in
assuming the presidency of the BCHPA.
Wayne was a remarkable organizer.
Meetings that would not take place for

an entire year were actively being organized by lining up speakers, venue and
service providers. I was surprised when
he managed to invite Dr. Marla Spivak of Minnesota to attend the BCHPA
AGM as a guest speaker even though
her busy schedule often prevents her
from accepting many invitations, including one to attend Bee Masters.
Wayne got into the habit of calling
often, and these were never short conversations. He engaged in a wide range
of bee-related topics and as it turned
out, he maintained similar contacts with
numerous people over the years. I often
wondered what his phone bill must have
been like!
Wayne was a courageous man. After he was diagnosed with leukemia,
he refused to let himself or anyone
else down. Chemotherapy and frequent
blood transfusions must have been an
awful burden and yet, he was deter-

mined that every day was worth living
for. Even after the sudden passing of his
wife Sandra in April 2014, Wayne kept
up his spirits and remained involved. In
fact, his ongoing involvement with the
beekeeping community gave him a purpose and focus in life.
I greatly admired Wayne for what he
was and what he did. I will miss a good
friend.
Spring Colony Mortality Survey
First, I would like to thank all of you
who participated in the spring survey!
The strong and prompt response was
invaluable to determine wintering success of BC beekeepers. With an overall
response rate of 24%, it allowed for a
high confidence level in the collected
data. This was important because the
survey results were part of a national
report on the wintering success across
the country. British Columbia had an

Survey results
Total number of
colonies
operated in the
province in
2014

Estmated
total number
of colony
losses (using
the provincial
percent of
winter loss)

Type of data
collecton

No. of
responders

Prince Edward
Island

9,584

1,687

Online survey

28

Nova Scota

22,050

3,330

Email

23

New Brunswick

12,331

2,811

Mail, email

23

Quebec

51,979

9,720

Mail

75

Ontario

96,000

36,288

Online survey,
mail, phone
calls

109

Manitoba

81,400

11,396

Email

58

Saskatchewan

95,000

9,880

Email

95

Alberta

283,000

29,998

Mail, email,
phone calls

67

Britsh Columbia

46,000

5,524

Online survey

32

Canada

697,344

Province
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110,634

Who were the
responders

all registered
beekeepers
50 or more
colonies
30 or more
colonies
50 or more
colonies
50 or more
colonies
50 or more
colonies
100 or more
colonies
400 or more
colonies
30 colonies
and over

No. of the
responders'
colonies that
were
wintered in
fall 2014

Percentage of the
surveyed colonies
to the total
number of
colonies operated
in the province
(%)

Percentage of
winter loss as
calculated from
the data of the
responders (%)

9,584

100

17.6

17,431

79.1

15.1

5,540

44.9

22.8

36,687

70.9

18.7

38,667

40.3

37.8

37,425

46.0

14.0

31,056

32.7

10.4

165,107

58.3

10.6

21,452

46.6

12.0

Average

15.9

overall winter mortality rate of 12%.
This compared favorably with many
other provinces (please refer to table).
The low mortality rate can be attributed
to many factors, but the mild winter and
effective beekeeping management must
have played key roles.
The complete data set included many
entries of beekeepers with one or two
hives. In the final analysis, these entries
were excluded from the final calculation in order to conform to the national
figures that incorporated beekeeping operations of 30 colonies or more.
While the average provincial colony
mortality was 12%, there were regional
differences. A detailed report with regional data will be prepared and posted
on the Ministry and BCHPA websites in
the near future.
Value of Pollination
The BC beekeeping industry is small
but as beekeepers we know that its role
in the agriculture sector is critical. Crop

pollination represents a key component
to the production of a wide range of
crops. With the assistance of the Statistics Branch, an updated listing of the
value of honey bee pollination has been
prepared. The listing includes the estimated value for each crop and a total
estimated value for the province.
This data reflects the significant increase in the overall value of crop pollination by honey bees. For comparison,
the total estimated value was $103,338
in 1998, $131,095 in 2001, $163,320 in
2004, $196,437 in 2008, and $246,640
in 2014.
Honey Harvesting & Fall Preparation
Beekeepers often claim that the honey
season extends well into September and
for that reason, they often wait with taking honey off. While there may be regional differences, this claim is mostly
not true. As a summer student working
for the Ministry in the mid-1970s, I
monitored colonies in the Fraser Valley

B.C. VALUE OF POLLINATION (2014)

Source: Statistics Canada. Tables 001-0013, 001-0006, 001-0009 and 002-0001,
CANSIM database (accessed August 20, 2014).
1 Degree of dependency on insect pollinators (in fractions).
2 Fractional proportion of all pollinators being honey bees.
VxDxP – Annual Crop Value attributable to honey bee
and bumble bee pollination.
* Note: Due to unavailability of Farm Gate Value,
Farm Cash Receipts used instead.
** Note: Only bumble bees are used in greenhouse tomato pollination.
*** Note: Bumble bees and honey bees used in greenhouse pepper pollination

for honey production for several years.
To our surprise, the average honey season was finished by the middle of August. Foragers often continued to bring
in more nectar but the intake no longer
exceeded the food requirements of the
large bee populations. In other words,
after the middle of August there was no
more net gain in honey production. Why
is this information important?
By taking the honey off promptly
after the middle of August, there are a
number of advantages;
- The prompt removal of honey will reduce honey loss because of robbing by
bees and wasps. A reduced number of
boxes enables colonies to defend themselves better against robbing.
- In late August, prevailing weather conditions allow for effective disease and
mite control applications.
- For the beekeeper, favorable weather
makes the visit to the apiary more enjoyable.
We recommend that shortly after the
honey has been taken off, colonies are
thoroughly checked for mite levels. If
needed, formic acid treatments can be
applied with high efficacy. It is important to lower the mite levels and reduce
mite parasitism as much as possible at
this time because the bees that emerge in
September/October will be the wintering population that sustains the colony
through the winter months.
September is often marked by warm
late summer weather where bees continue to fly and visit each other. It also
means that Varroa mite levels may rise
again in colonies that were treated in
late August. It is important to check for
mite levels in mid to late October and
if needed, a final mite control treatment
of Apivar can be applied. (Please don’t
use formic acid because ambient temperatures are likely too low for safe and
effective treatment). As an alternative
to Apivar, oxalic acid (OA) can be applied later at the end of November when
the colonies are virtually free of brood.
It should be remembered that OA treatments produce greater variability of efficacy.
National Bee Health Survey
At the AGM of the BCHPA in 2014, Dr.
Carlos Castillo of the National Bee Diagnostic Center (NBDC) at Beaverlodge
presented an outline of the first ever
national survey on the distribution and
prevalence of bee pathogens in Canada.
Volume 31, #3 FALL 2015
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A number of beekeepers expressed enthusiasm and support of
this multi-year survey.
The survey is a staggered process where selected beekeepers of Alberta and Manitoba first participated in 2014. In 2015,
BC was added. In 2016, the three provinces will be participating again with the additional provinces of Ontario and Quebec, while in 2017 the survey will be expanded further to include Atlantic Provinces (for various reasons, Saskatchewan
decided not to participate in the survey). Sample analyses will
be carried out at various laboratories across the country. The
federal government has provided financial support for this
survey project while the collection and handling of BC samples will be carried out by Apiary Inspectors and supported by
the Ministry of Agriculture.
This survey is incredibly exciting because bee samples collected from participating beekeepers will be tested for a full
range of pathogens. The results will provide a detailed picture
of the distribution of bee pathogens and their prevalence in
each province and across the country. The test results of each
beekeeping operation will only be shared with the sampled
beekeeper, while the compilation of all the data will exclude
the identity of the beekeepers. For the individual beekeeping
operator, it is like receiving the most detailed “health check”
free of charge!
Bee Regulation
Since its introduction in January 2015, there has been some
confusion about the new “Bee Regulation” and how it affects
beekeepers compared to the former Bee Act.
As reported previously, the Bee Act was originally re-
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pealed in 2003, but it was never ratified in the Legislature.
Hence, all of its provisions remained in effect while the act
was temporarily “parked” under the Animal Disease Control
Act (ADCA). In 2010, the decision was made to replace the
ADCA with new legislation that would conform to modern
standards and similar legislation of other provinces. This process culminated in the Animal Health Act (AHA) that was
ratified and enacted in January 2015.
The AHA is a comprehensive piece of legislation that covers all animals raised in British Columbia. The AHA purpose
is to address animal health issues, prevent the introduction of
pathogens and mitigate the impact pathogens have on animal
production systems. During the development phase, it was decided early on to include honey bees in the AHA as many of
the disease/pest control strategies apply equally, regardless of
the animal involved. The administration of all provisions of
the legislation is carried out in the name of the Chief Veterinary Officer (CVO).
The AHA is the actual legislation; a number of Regulations
have been attached to address particular requirements or issues pertaining to specific animal production systems. Due to
the unique nature of bees and beekeeping management practices, the “Bee Regulation” was prepared as an attachment to
the AHA.
The Bee Regulation is very similar to the old Bee Act with
a few minor changes. The most notable changes include a
reduction in the authority of the Apiary Inspector and an increase in the responsibility and liability of the beekeeper.
Due to its length, a copy of the Bee Regulation will not be
included in the BeesCene but will be posted as a PDF file on

the Ministry Ministry website in the near future and is now on
the BCHPA website at http://www.bcbeekeepers.com/rulesregulations.
Bee Poisoning
The loss of colonies due to farm chemical exposure remains
an incidental and uncommon occurrence in British Columbia.
However, when it occurs it can be devastating to the beekeeper. So, what to do?
In fact, there is very little one can do unless there is a great
deal of strong factual information that substantiates the claim
that the bees have indeed died as a result of a particular farm
chemical application. I wrote about this same topic in BeesCene (Spring 2013; “Why Bee Poisonings Are Never Resolved in Favor of the Beekeeper”) and listed the difficulties
faced by the beekeeper if not the impossibility of ever getting
compensated for the losses.
The key strategy to deal with bee poisoning is prevention.
When placing your colonies in an agricultural area, knock on
the door of the different farms nearby. Make landowners and
farmers aware that your bees are nearby, share your contact
details and urge them to contact you when they plan to spray.
While it may be a huge hassle when you get the phone call,
at least you have the option to remove your colonies or close
them off temporarily.
Even the best precautions may fail and bees will die of poisoning. The telltale sign is the massive exodus of adult bees,
crawling and dying in front of the hive. Collect about ½ kilo
of bees (~one lb) in a paper bag and freeze for several days. In
the meantime, record the date, location, weather conditions,
description of the surrounding area, nearby crops, etc. After
several days, send the bee samples in the paper bag to Abbotsford.
The Animal Health Centre offers a full menu of diagnostic services of biotic agents, but it doesn’t carry out chemical
analysis. In cases of suspect bee poisoning due to farm chemicals we may engage the support of other organizations that
can carry out chemical analyses. Only few cases with compelling circumstantial information will be considered for further
analysis.
WEBINAR Course
The Ministry of Agriculture has offered its Introduction to
Beekeeping course for many years. Most of the time, this
classroom course has been offered through Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KPU) – Langley campus. While it has become enormously popular, beekeepers and interested persons
outside of the Fraser Valley never had access to the same educational opportunities. It is fortunate that in a few beekeeping areas, introductory beekeeping courses, seminars and field
days have been organized by Apiary Inspectors and other experienced beekeepers.
To offer training and extension services to all beekeepers
of BC regardless of location, we developed an introductory
beekeeping course through a series of webinars in the spring
of 2015. The response and interest was so strong that we will
offer the course again in 2016. The webinar course is free of
charge but it requires registration.
For those interested in the course, please send me an email
with your full name, location and email address. The details
will be added to the course’s Notification List. In late December/early January an email will be distributed with course de-

tails, registration instructions and sign-in details. The course
consists of four webinars on Saturday mornings from 09001130. Prior to each webinar session, registrants will be sent
an email with suggested reading materials and references. The
starting date is planned for mid-January 2016.
Bee Master 2016
The next Bee Master course is planned for February 22-26,
2016. It will be held at the Michael Smith Building, East Mall,
UBC. This biennial course is comprised of an intense oneweek program with daily lectures from 0830-1630. On the last
day, there is an optional 3-hour final exam. For those that pass,
a Bee Master certificate will be issued.
The Bee Master course has been offered since the mid1950s and is the oldest such course in North America. The
program consists of seminars presented by invited researchers
and speakers who will share their latest research findings and
studies.
This course is intended for beekeepers with extensive beekeeping experience. At the most recent Bee Master course, the
average experience level was 9 years.
For those interested, please send an email with your full
name, location and email address. The details will be added
to the Notification List. A notice will be sent sometime in November with course details and registration instructions. ❀
Paul van Westendorp
Provincial Apiculturist
British Columbia
paul.vanwestendorp@gov.bc.ca

supplies & education

Come visit us at our
NEW retail location at
6721 Ladner Trunk Road
Delta, BC
778-990-2176
New and exciting classes with
an expanded selection of products.
We have a FREE pickup location in
Victoria B.C.
Prepay on Paypal or over the phone and your order can be
picked up the next day!!
We still offer our free pickups in Abbotsford, Burnaby,
Cloverdale, Richmond, Vancouver and Whistler

www.urbanbeesupplies.ca
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& NOTES

The Central Executive of the BC Honey Producers Association
has proposed some changes to the Ministry of Agriculture
involving farm assessment classification for beekeeping
purposes. On May 29 several members of the Executive,
including President Catherine Culley, First Vice President Jeff
Lee, Past President Wayne Neidig and Secretary-Treasurer
Irene Tiampo, met in person with Assistant Deputy Minister
James Mack and Provincial Apiculturist Paul van Westendorp
in Victoria. Second Vice President Kerry Clark joined in by
teleconference.
Catherine Culley began with an overview of the purposes
of the BCHPA, with a focus on business development within
the BC Agriculture system. An overview of statistics on
beekeeping was used to compare and contrast the beekeeping
industry in BC to that in other provinces. Bee diseases,
bee movements and drugs were discussed. The business of
pollination and its importance to BC agriculture was stressed,
with the objective of becoming more self-sufficient in BC
bees to reduce the need for others to migrate in. To that end,
business development for queen rearing and nuc production
was presented to the ADM as a goal worthy of support, to
reduce the money going out of province to obtain needed
queens and packages and to increase income to the province
through sales to other jurisdictions.
Jeff Lee presented his document “Farm Classification for
Bees” (available on the BCHPA website) outlining proposed
changes to the BC Assessment Authority’s method for
determining farm classification for beekeepers. To help raise
the profile of this issue, Jeff discussed two aspects of the
question:
1. Should the government consider beekeepers’ pollination
services to be “farm revenue” for meeting the minimum
financial requirements? In the past, the government has been
reluctant to consider “services” as on-farm revenue, in part
because they believe it would set a precedent for people who
otherwise might not be legitimate farmers. However, Jeff
pointed out that in 2013, as a result of recommendations of
the 2009 Farm Classification Review Panel, the government
modified the rules to include stud services as part of horserearing operations.
The paper suggests that pollination services are a legitimate
form of ‘farm-to-farm” income and should be considered in
classification calculations.
2. Should passive bee forage on the landowner’s property
be considered for farm status, even if it is not regularly tilled
or cultivated? In a landmark case in 2007, an Okanagan
beekeeper, Bill Ruzicka, won a favourable ruling from an
Assessment Appeal Board. That ruling, in part, accepted that
bees are dependent on a wide range of forage and, crediting
the value of bee forage, granted farm status to the landowners.
However, the Assessment Authority appears not to be using
that ruling in its determinations of similar farm classification
assessments. This paper draws attention to that issue.
On the topic of imports of packages from the US, Paul
read the recent Senate committee recommendation, which had
been released on May 27: “Enabling bee package importation
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from foreign jurisdictions such as the United States while
keeping in mind the importance of improving the inspection
of imported honey bee packages.” It was also noted that the
CFIA had recently updated a bee importation risk assessment,
and had confirmed the assessment that importation continues
to have significant bee health risks. Wayne Neidig described
the transcontinental migratory beekeeping in the US as a
“cesspool”, culminating in the mix of diseases and stressed
bees that would be used to create packages for sale to Canada.
Kerry Clark discussed issues around applying for Growing
Forward 2 funding.
At the end of the meeting, Wayne Neidig presented James
Mack with a jar of honey produced by Gerry McKee, our
previous CHC rep.

Allen Garr
City Award
for Leadership
Long-time beekeeper and political
columnist Allen Garr has been named
as one of Vancouver’s leaders in green
stewardship. In July Garr won a Greenest City Award
for Leadership in the individual category at the City
of Vancouver’s annual Awards of Excellence held at
the Orpheum Theatre. The program recognizes groups
and individuals who enhance or advance the goals of
Vancouver’s Greenest City Action Plan.
Garr, a Master Beekeeper and the BCHPA’s Metro
Vancouver Regional Representative, has worked for
more than 20 years to expand public knowledge of
honey bees and the threats they face. He is credited,
along with others, for successfully lobbying the city to
amend a 1927 bylaw that banned keeping bees in urban
areas. The amended bylaw became the basis for other
cities to begin permitting urban beekeeping, including
North Vancouver, Delta, Burnaby and Richmond.
Garr has also helped to popularize beekeeping with
high-profile apiaries on the roof of the Vancouver
Convention Centre, at Science World, at VanDusen
Botanical Garden, and at the University of B.C.’s
research farm.
This is how the city regarded Garr’s actions:
“Master beekeeper Allen Garr has made Vancouverites
more eco-system aware. The former CBC journalist and
founder of Co-op Radio has been a dedicated advocate
for bees and a greener city for more than 20 years. He
has increased public understanding of the threats facing
honey bees in the city, and the opportunities city dwellers
have to support healthy honey bee populations.”
Garr said he was pleased and surprised about the
award, particularly since, as a political columnist, he’s
frequently needling the city administration. Clearly they
didn’t hold that against him. 
~ Jeff Lee

photo credit The Eva Crane Trust Gallery

Eva Crane Trust
News Update

The Trust was set-up by Dr Eva Crane
in 2002 and is a grant giving charity. It
also aims to be a portal to information of
interest to beekeepers and bee scientists.
The web site www.evacranetrust.
org has been in operation for some time
but since 12th May it has become easier
to use and offers an amazing range of
information which is being constantly
expanded. The 3 main portals are:
Eva Crane Documents
This is being continually updated
as we add more of Dr Crane’s original
documents onto the site. These papers
range from talks and presentations to
her typescripts for book chapters and
journal articles. It is truly a fascinating
and informative collection.
Apiculture Abstracts
From 1949 to 2005 Dr Crane
instigated a method of collecting and
collating bee related abstracts from
an infinite variety of sources and from
all over the world. The collection has
well over 60,000 abstracts in total.
Now, working in collaboration with the
National Library of Wales, the Trust is
making freely available over 20,000 of
these academic abstracts and hopes to
add more as the time consuming task
permits. These are an excellent first
step for researchers and inquisitive
beekeepers wishing to source scientific
data. What is more it is often possible,
working through the National Library of
Wales, to source the full original papers
form the Eva Crane Collection.
The Gallery
This is a personal collection of
photographs taken by Dr Crane. It

is an eclectic mix of world travel
and beekeeping forays! There are
approximately 500 images currently
freely available, but this part of the web
site is also being continually updated as
there are a total of nearly 6,500 images
which will eventually be made available.
For almost half a century Dr Crane
was the driving force behind the
provision of a sorting/clearing house
and central reference point for bee
information which was the equivalent of
the internet of her day. The Trust would
like to make sure this work is available
for the enjoyment and benefit of all. It
is hoped it will inspire further research
and developments which might in turn
be reflected on the web site that carries
her name.

projects to be taken on in the future.
The hive allows for the daily
observation of different stages of the
bees' lives from the laying of eggs by
the queen, to the care of those eggs by
the workers, to seeing the baby bees
emerging from the capped cells. The
bees can also be observed gathering and
storing nectar and pollen, cleaning the
hive, and building new honeycomb. One
of the most interesting activities was
to see the bees doing their directional
dances for location of food sources.
A brief assembly was held on the first
day during which the students learned
the anatomy of a bee, their life cycles,
and their culture. An amazing discussion
developed around how the students can
assist in creating a healthy environment
for the bees in their own community and
their home gardens. Everything from
planting bee friendly plants to keeping
their home living space toxin free from
hair shampoos and cleaning products to
not spraying pesticides on their home
trees and gardens.

All updates will be regularly
Tweeted: @evacranetrust
~ Richard Jones, Chairman,
The Eva Crane Trust

Observation Hive
Inspires Students

Sharon Myers and Keith Stetsko of the
West Kootenay Branch of the BC Honey
Producers Association introduced this
observation hive to the W.E. Grahame
School in Slocan City for two months
this spring to bring “bee awareness” to
the students in the area. The hive is a 2
frame unit with glass sides and a running glass entrance.
Overall approximately 160 students
ranging from Kindergarten to High
School age, as well as adult groups
from various communities observed the
display and set in motion art projects and
stories, as well as planning some great

The program was so successful that
four additional schools in the Kootenays
will participate in a similar program with
the observation hive in the spring of
2016. As well, one of the communities
will participate in a community “art
project” involving the observation hive.
The observation hive has currently
moved to The Four Nations Coalition
of Indigenous Medicines in the West
Kootenays where it will participate in
The Indigenous Earth Studies for Kids
program, which runs for the summer
months.
Further information about this
project can be accessed at: smyers@
nucleus.com. ❀
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Canadian Honey Council
It is with regret that we announce
the passing of Wayne Neidig.
Wayne did a great job of putting
together several AGMs and was
super at selling out the display
space for the venders. Hard
Stan Reist,
man to say no to. A celebration
Canadian
of Wayne’s life was held on the
Honey Council Rep 26th of July at his son Darren’s
home, very well attended.
Summertime is the time for bees and the greater majority
of the CHC Members are looking after their bees and honey
production. For some, that’s going to be a challenge due to
lack of water and others, hail damage is quite significant.
The proposed changes to honey labelling are noteworthy:
Canada #1 will be “all Canadian honey”, no blending, period.
All the rest will be Canada #2 etc. or just #2 honey, so that’s
the good news. On the other hand honey shipped interprovincially is supposed to be packed and used within three
months. This is of great concern to a lot of businesses and
beekeeper packers. This is something that the CHC, along
with others, is asking for an exemption from.
The foreign worker program is not moving too fast as the
Government is having trouble understanding what beekeeping
operations are classifying the workers as, and what skill level
to assess them at. Some of the classifications the Govt. have
written up, have the individuals knowing more and making
more decisions than the owners. Hence the individuals have
in some cases just walked away from the process.
The hot topic of discussion is the find of Small Hive
Beetle, in the Welland area of the Niagara region in Ontario.
Of special concern is that 80,000 hives went from Ontario
to New Brunswick for pollination of blueberries, with no
indication of where in Ontario they originated from. As well,
two truckloads of bees, either from BC or Alberta, also went
to NB for pollination. The last group is from a beekeeper that
overwinters in the interior of BC.
There is a lot of information and a lot of misinformation
on the incident. The closest I can come to some semblance of
truth is this. There was a Small Hive Beetle find in Ontario.
The Provincial Apiculturists were in contact with each
other but they are not responsible to inform any of the other
Associations. It was the Ontario Beekeepers Association
that was supposed to notify the CHC and that was not done
for some time. There was no quarantine put into place, just
observation of a one and a half mile radius and ‘check with
your neighbours’. There was no depopulation of the affected
hives, supposedly because the funds to do that had been
depleted.
We’ve been informed that the hives from BC that went to
NB were not close to the Ontario hives. Once the cat was out
of the bag and probably before that, inspections were initiated
and completed. The inspections were done in accordance with
the usual parameters but the percentage of inspections were
greatly increased.
Upon the return of the hives, they were sent to a quarantine
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yard in Alberta. Again they were inspected by the Provincial
Apiculturist and inspection crews, before they were allowed
into pollination of canola.
The question almost everyone has is, will those hives be
allowed back into BC for wintering. The information that I
have suggests that because of bilateral agreements that are
in place in western Canada, if they pass inspection they are
allowed to travel. The only thing that can be said at this time
is I have enough confidence in the Alberta Apiculture branch
that due diligence will be done.
There is a quarantine in Ontario because of the Small Hive
Beetle. There have been incursions into the lower portion of
Quebec and also in Manitoba, some years ago. We have the
very real potential to have an incursion on Zero Avenue in
Langley. So far nothing has been reported. The Small Hive
Beetle has been declared endemic to Washington State just
below us, but has as far as I know really not established itself,
good thing.
Our Apiculture branch is doing surveillance along the
border checking hives for the Beetle and so far nothing.
Paul van Westendorp is willing to work with the BCHPA to
establish protocols to deal with this issue and a committee has
been set up to make recommendations.
As beekeepers we need to know what is going on across
Canada. New Brunswick is the California of Canada, in
their thirst for hives to pollinate blueberries. Every year the
number of hives going there increases. If the Small Hive
Beetle spreads, then the question becomes will those hives be
allowed to go to NB to pollinate or not? Will they be allowed
to be transported through other provinces? What will take the
place of those hives if they are not allowed to travel?
This is a national issue, and where the CHC comes into
play. We need to meet with the provinces to discuss the
possible outcomes of the afore mentioned questions and
develop strategies to deal with them, not after it happens but
before. ❀

Hardie Honey

Package Bees • Honey • Wax • Bulk Bees • Queens
4035 Robson Road, Duncan BC V9L 6G7
Blaine & Jan
PH/Fax 250-746-4389

Duaine 250-748-8471
hardiehoney@shaw.ca

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
2098 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, BC V0X 1C2

Blair & Cheryl Tarves

BC BRED QUEENS • NUCS
BREEDING STOCK
April 15 - Sept. 15

Phone 250-499-2555

Bee Research Update from UBC
As I’m sure all of you are experiencing too, agricultural events
seem to be ~3 weeks earlier than normal this year. We had our
first swarm at the beginning of April and our usual July honey
flow was done at the end of June!
As mentioned in the last issue, we are continuing to pursue the use of marker-assisted selection in breeding disease
resistant bees. With Heather Higo’s expert help, we have been
surveying breeding stock of ten breeders around BC, mostly
from the Lower Mainland but also two from the Interior. At
the same time we have collected samples of nurse bees (taken from the brood nest) for analysis at UBC. We have just
wrapped up the laboratory analysis of those and are now setting up the isolated mating.
The plan is to move drones and grafted cells from the selected colonies to Bowen Island, where the local beekeepers
have very helpfully agreed to help us control drone sources
for a short period in August so that we can achieve the desired
matings. Those of you in the Interior with access to remote
locations don’t know how good you have it!
It is very hard to set up a closed mating system in an area
as densely populated (by people and bees) as the Lower Mainland! After we have produced mated queens we will be returning the selected stock back to the breeders we have been
working with, and then we’ll repeat this process for the next
two years.

I am hoping to be able
to talk more about this
project and, perhaps, a
little bit of the results at
the upcoming AGM in
Courtenay. The funding
for this pilot project is
coming from the province
through Growing Forward 2, so we are keen
to see it work and to engage as many people as
possible. If anyone else is
interested, please contact
me: foster@chibi.ubc.ca.
❀

Honey
Equipment
Bees

Leonard Foster, BSc, PhD
Photo by Brian Hawkes,
Genome BC

Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.
✧ New & Used beekeeping equipment
✧ Honey
✧ Ezyloaders
(Beekeeper Model 300 now available)
Ph: 204 662 4401 Fax: 204 662 4547
Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com

BCHPA Certified Producer Program
The Certified Producer program is designed to assist
BCHPA members sell their products by providing
special labeling that customers will come to recognize as
representing high quality honey, exclusively produced by
local beekeepers.
Labels can now
be purchased by
Registered Certified
Producers only.
Lots consist
of groups of 1,000.
2,000 and less:
$0.05 per label
greater than 2000:
$0.04 per label
NOTE: lid seals are individually numbered for lot
tracking and some conditions apply to CP label
purchases - see BCHPA website for details
You can apply to the program
by downloading the application form from the
BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.com
Or contact Judy Campbell:
PO Box 307, Aldergrove, BC, V4W 2T8
Email: jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com
Tel: 604-856-2125
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Comox Valley
Bee Club

Our club meets in 10 months of the year. We host an
info booth at Seedy Saturday, once or twice a year at
our amazing Farmers Market, also at the Comox Valley
Exhibition (CVEX) where we almost always win the
prize for best information booth. We do field days and
this year are having 2 summer BBQs. We also have a
winter potluck. This year we’ve held a new beekeeper
course, an intermediate course and a pest and disease
course for mentors. We are an interactive club with
approx 70 + members and we are growing every year.
Our members come from all over the North Island,

including Qualicum, Fanny Bay, Denman and Hornby
Island to Campbell River, Quadra and Cortez Island and
even Gold River. Our youngest member is in elementary
school and then we have beekeepers with over 50 years
of experience. Most of our members are small scale
honey producers, but we also have a few queen breeders
and commercial beekeepers. Our executive consists of
myself, VP Jen Zacher, Treasurer Gord Yarrow, Secretary
Nao Sims and member at large Alan Faulkner. We have
an amazing team of volunteers helping with the AGM.

~ Jenn Dilfer

Jenn Dilfer
I’m the President of the Comox Valley Bee Club and am
SUPER excited about the upcoming BCHPA AGM, hosted
by our Club. I keep bees with my amazing (and strong) husband Mike.
Hive tool of choice?
The one with the hooky thing on the end for prying frames
out. We also can’t recommend enough a sturdy table in the
bee yard and we love our stainless steel frame perch to hang
frames as we pull them.
What is your favourite honey?
Our own of course! The fresher the better.
How and when did you get started with bees?
I read a book about 5 years ago. In chapter 2 it said to stop
reading about bees and go get some! So we did. Chapter
3 said to join a bee club. On my second club meeting, our
President stepped down after 7 years and the Island Inspector nominated the newest beekeeper to be President. That
was me. I haven’t looked back since.
How many hives are you running?
We started with 2, but like so many other beeks, we quickly
expanded to more. Currently, we have 11.
What is the main nectar source in your area?
We are surrounded by forest and marsh. So our bees seem
to get their nectar from the trees (maple, cascara, etc) and
berries (salal, huckleberry, Oregon grape, salmon, thimble,
and blackberries). The marsh must provide a source as well,
but we haven’t determined what it is. We also take our bees
up the mountain for fireweed.
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Smoker fuel used?
Burlap, but we don’t usually use any smoke.
Best sting remedy? Tough it out.
Preferred method of swarm control?
We tried heavy spring splitting this year, but the early spring
worked against us – that and we must have missed some
queen cells.
Do you run nine or ten frames in your brood chamber?
10
Do you use queen excluders? No
Best tip received or to pass along?
We’ve had so many helpful tips from seasoned beekeepers.
I think the best advice was to “just do it.” It sort of pertains
to everything. And if it doesn’t work, try something else.

Bob and Marilyn Munro
We have lived in Campbell River for 35
years. Bob is a retired electrician with
time on his hands so that is one reason we
are beekeepers.
How and when did you get started with
bees?
We got started with beekeeping when
friends invited us to a bee meeting about 4
years ago. The atmosphere and fellowship
at the bee club is great.
How many hives are you running?
We have 5 hives at home in our back yard
and 1 up Mount Washington.

Hannah Rennie
I am a newbee beekeeper. I have lived
in the Comox Valley for most of my
life; my husband and our 2 young
boys are creating a small hobby farm
on England Road. We currently have
chickens, a vegetable garden, and one
beehive!
What is your favourite honey?
Fireweed honey
How and when did you get started
with bees?
I was drawn to beekeeping by a dear
friend who was incredibly passionate
about bees and the joy she got out
of beekeeping radiated outward and
kickstarted my own desire to become
a beekeeper. I grew up on a little farm

What is the main nectar source in your
area?
The blackberry flow. But since we are in
an urban setting with many flower gardens
around, I am sure the bees love that.
Smoker fuel used?
Wood chips, sawdust, burlap sack squares
and paper.
Do you use queen excluders? Yes.
Best tip received or to pass along?
When some of the experienced beekeepers
and the pres. say “you need to feed your
bees” - we hop to it because we heard
of a woman here in C.R. (who wasn’t a
beekeeper) and a few visiting honey bees
drained her hummingbird feeder in no
time flat.

in Saanichton and my
Dad had a few bee
hives of his own. I have
always felt comfortable
around bees. Honey is
just a little part of the
story of how amazing
and intricate these
creatures are.
Smoker fuel used?
Pine
needles
and
newspaper
Best sting remedy?
Putting deodorant on the sting
Do you run nine or ten frames in
your brood chamber? 10
Do you use queen excluders?
Yes. This is my first year beekeeping
and everything is a giant experiment

Lisa and Steve Levessell
We live in the small and vibrant mountain community of
Cumberland, BC with our baby daughter Farrah. We enjoy
travel and wilderness adventures, by kayak, and when
closer to home, we continue to build gardens, plant trees
and enjoy the exciting (and challenging)
adventure of new parenthood.
What is your favourite honey?
Raspberry
How and when did you get started
with bees?
After having repeated discussions with
two close friends happily keeping bees
in the Victoria area, Lisa decided to
buy her first nuc in 2011. She bought
Steve his first hive as a birthday present
in 2012, and we have since combined
forces. One of Farrah’s first words was
“bee” and she has kept a close eye on
her hives since about 10 months old.

at this point.
Best tip received or to pass along?
The best tip I’ve been given is to use
pushpins on one end of my inner cover
to hold up the outer cover. It creates
more ventilation for the hive on hot
days and it also creates an upper
entrance for the bees.

Smoker fuel used?
Coffee sacks and wood chips.
Best sting remedy?
Witch hazel and ice (and a cold beer!). I did have to jump in
the kiddy pool once – the girls were not happy.
Preferred method of swarm control? Space (lots of
supers) and splits.
Do you use queen excluders?
No.
Best tip received or to pass
along? Cover bee box with a
cloth cover when working on
the main hive to keep them
calm. Also, when doing a split,
work from the bottom up (i.e.,
take all boxes off and stack, and
start looking for the queen in the
bottom brood box). That way, if
she crawls away from you into
the box below, you will still have
a chance to find her!
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Jan Haggarty

Eli Hason
I have lived on Denman Island for the last 3 years
after living in big cities around the globe, including being raised in Chicago. I am a touring DJ of
vintage remixed music, a sound designer for video
games, and recently got a job on our local ferry.
How and when did you get started with bees?
I have loved bees since I was a kid, catching them
in coke bottles and actually trying to sell them. My
friend Nao, who is the secretary of the Comox Bee
Club, introduced me to beekeeping when she had
bees in Vancouver, and my interest has grown from
there.
Smoker fuel used? Burlap.
Best sting remedy?
Putting deodorant on the sting.
Preferred method of swarm control?
Splitting, though it did not take this year so will see
if another method works better.
Best tip received or to pass along?
The best tip I have gotten is to ask endless questions from those who have come before you. I have
started a bee club on our island to learn specifics
about our little bioregion from the folks who have
been keeping bees on Denman. So many microclimates and specialized needs for bees based on location that having put this effort in is paying off with
more shared knowledge, and more beekeepers starting up!

Daniel (on Denman Island)
& Henri (in Courtenay)
Daniel and I are both new beekeepers.
We share the expenses and both do the
work. I visit nearby Denman Island on
a semi-regular basis. Usually, we both
attend the monthly meetings of the Comox Club, held in Dove Creek (near
Courtenay). We plan to also attend at
least some of the beekeeper meetings on
Denman Island. Those meetings started
recently.
Hive tool of choice?
Metal J-hook hive tool & capping knife.
What is your favourite honey? Local!
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I’m learning about the love affair
between bees and the plants in
the garden. Each year my partner
and I have watched honey bees,
bumblebees and mason bees frolic in the flowers gathering both
pollen and nectar. We are appreciating the role these insects have
in plant health and productivity.
They bring completeness to the
beauty of the garden. Last year I
decided it was time to have our own colony of honey bees.
Hive tool of choice?
This summer my entrance reducer has been of primary importance. The wasps came early and they were hungry! Despite the
high temperatures I had to reduce the entrance to support my
guard bees and give them a fair fighting chance against the wasps.
How and when did you get started with bees?
I went to an information session about honey bees here in the
valley and then attended a beginner beekeeping workshop with a
friend in February 2014. In April we took the plunge and bought
a nuc from JinglePot Apiaries in Nanaimo. None of my friends
or family have ever kept bees although a few folks remembered
their grandfathers keeping bees so there were chuckles when I
told them about my new hobby.
Best sting remedy?
Potters clay powder mixed into a paste and applied as soon as
possible.
Preferred method of swarm control? I’ve heard it over and
over “know what is going on in your hive i.e. regular inspections”
and I would add have a keen sense of anticipation of the needs of
the bees. This is easy to say and tougher to get right! This is my
second year and they have swarmed each spring.
Do you run nine or ten frames in your brood chamber? 10
Do you use queen excluders? No
Best tip received or to pass along? Read lots, listen to all opinions and watch your bees. In the end, the bees will guide you to
doing what is best for your hive.

How and when did you get started
with bees?
In May 2015, 2 hives from nucs.
What is the main nectar source in
your area?
Quite a variety of fruit bushes & vegetables.
Smoker fuel used? Burlap.
Best sting remedy?
Honey for bee stings and vinegar for
wasp stings.
Do you run nine or ten frames in your
brood chamber? 9
Do you use queen excluders? Yes
Best tip received or to pass along?
Do what you can to control wasps.

Chantel Parsons
I kill wasps and grow tomatoes like a boss. I am a teacher
by day, and well…a teacher by night, let’s face it, a
teacher’s work is never done. I am an Historian, forever
searching for the stories of our past. I will can anything that
will fit into a mason jar, except meat, that’s gross. I knit and
sew, read and write, ride bikes and travel. I boss my family
around and they still seem to love me. Life is good.
Hive tool of choice?
There’s options?! What? I just use the one with red on the
hooked end. Tell me more about these other hive tools…
Best sting remedy?
I wish I knew. I’ve tried honey, pennies, onions, chewed
up plantain…but it still hurts and I still swell up. Most of
my stings are my fault though. I’m not paying attention,
I’m rushing or I’m multitasking, the bees don’t appreciate
any of that.
Preferred method of swarm control? Panic mostly…
Splitting and Demaree seems to work well for me, sort of.
I still had one swarm this year that I know of, but I don’t
know which hive it came from. I need to learn about the
more subtle signs of swarming.
Do you use queen excluders? Yes, when I Demaree…but
I’m considering using them for keeping the queen out of
the honey boxes too, Lavender Queen likes to lay drones

in the honey boxes and I’d like to keep her out of there so
I can harvest the honey! I’m concerned that the excluder
might encourage swarming?
Best tip received or to pass along?
Beekeepers LOVE to give advice, don’t they? I’ve found
after a few years of beekeeping and attending bee club
meetings that all the advice is very overwhelming and
frustratingly contradictory. So now I figure out what the
advice giver’s priorities are in their beekeeping and if they
align with mine, I pay attention and take careful notes. If
their beekeeping goals and philosophies don’t mesh with
mine I still listen politely and nod appropriately and then
do what I think is right for myself and my bees.

Jen Zacher
I began beekeeping in 2012 but was inspired to do so after watching an episode of Reading Rainbow in the mid1980s. I just knew I’d grow up to be a beekeeper, and
now I’m living the dream on two acres in Merville.
How many hives are you running? Three and a half.
One hive is without a queen right now.
What is the main nectar source in your area?
I believe the standard answers in the Comox Valley are:
maple, dandelions, blueberries, and blackberries (but I
may be mistaken). This spring I walked around the corner of my house and heard buzzing so loud that I was
afraid to look up and see a swarm. Instead my cherry tree
was absolutely covered with buzzing bees. My bees also
love our maple, thimbleberry and lavender.
Smoker fuel used?
Vanilla water misted from a spray bottle…it lights every
time and never goes out.
Best sting remedy?
Prevention. After a nasty sting early in the season, I started
wearing gloves. I couldn’t find any to fit my small hands
and I know friends say the gloves aren’t sting proof, so
I’ve started wearing Isotoners with gardening gloves over
top. My dexterity is great, and I haven’t seen a stinger
come through yet. They are warm, but I grew up with hot
humid summers, so I’m not bothered.
Preferred method of swarm control? My current goal
is to master the Snelgrove method. I’ve dubbed it the

“Hornby Method” because I know several beekeepers on
Hornby Island who prefer it and talk at length about how
to perfect its use.
Do you run nine or ten frames in your brood chamber? 10
Do you use queen excluders? No
Best tip received or to pass along?
I’ve been told that practice is the best way to spot queens.
I now believe it because someone gave me a picture puzzle book last Christmas that contains sets of pictures with
slight differences that have to be found within a certain
time frame. It’s similar to a Where’s Waldo book or oneof-these-things-is-not-like-the-other game. This beekeeping season I’ve seen my queens 95% of the time. I think
my eyes are becoming trained to spot slight differences
from all of the picture puzzle practice.
Volume 31, #3 FALL 2015
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This column is a place where all beekeepers are encouraged to both ask questions and
give answers. It has been said that if you ask three beekeepers a question, you will get
four different answers, so readers will have to take answers under careful
consideration. Beekeepers are encouraged to respond to answers when
their thoughts may differ.

An important thing to always keep in mind is the wide range of environmental
conditions we encounter in our province. It's best to be cautious when taking
advice for your bees, and to take into consideration where that advice is coming
from. Always consult experienced, successful beekeepers in your area.
Please send questions and responses to the editor at BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com.

Q: How can I increase queen mating success in my bee yards?

A: Ensure good queen orientation: Imagine what a queen
might see as she leaves and returns from the mating hive. Is
it the same (colour, direction, etc) as several others nearby? If
so, mating queens might return to the wrong hive and perish
as they try to enter a queenright colony. 
~ Kerry Clark

A: Mating success is most definitely linked with two
necessities: the right weather and a healthy source of drones.
The queen breeder people, no doubt, have more to add.

~ Lance Cuthill
A: Ensure that you have a large drone population, and
populous mating nucs to keep new queen (mated or unmated)
warm and well fed. 
~ Steve Mitchell

the rich source to be robbed, allowing other robbers (likely
from the same colony as the marker) to orient quickly to the
prize. 
~ Kerry Clark

A: Material above the entrance looks like propolis; the stuff
below looks like wax mixed with hive debris. ~ Steve Mitchell
Q: How can I recognize robbing behaviour? If it is occurring
how can I stop it?

A: Hostile, challenging actions by guard bees toward bees
entering the hive. Rapid, seemingly sneaky behaviour by bees
trying to enter. You can try to stop it by giving the colony
being robbed (often weaker.. and why might that be? is it
healthy? if not, solve that problem first), a smaller entrance
to defend. If weather is too warm to reduce the entrance with
a solid block, use screen that allows air flow but stops bees,
and leave a smaller bee entrance (appropriate to population: 2
inches?). The bees that belong will learn where their entrance
is, and the guards will hopefully be better able to stop entrance
by robbers (who will then give up). 
~ Kerry Clark
Q: What are the bees leaving on the outside of this hive
and why? It seems to occur during robbing behaviour (see
accompanying photo).

A: Yes, I’ve noticed it too: I’ve presumed it is wax, deposited
by robbing bees, but why.. Good question. Perhaps it “marks”
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A: By watching and taking note of the behaviour and
temperament of the robbing bees a beekeeper can quickly
determine that robbing is going on. Generally, robbing occurs
outside of the honey flow and is most likely to happen with
a weaker hive being attacked first. The weaker hive guard

bees attempt to block the attackers from getting into the hive
resulting in fighting on the doorstep. What may have been a
gentle hive can now be extraordinarily aggressive. If, upon
examining the bottom board, the beekeeper sees chewed bee
body parts and wasps or hornets on the frames, robbing has
gone beyond the bees’ ability to defend the colony.

A first action to be taken by the beekeeper is to reduce the
entrance opening down to a one or two bee space thus giving
the colony a chance to prevent entry to the robbers. Depending
on colony strength this may be too little, too late. Moving the
hive to a new location may be helpful. In the case of wasps
and hornets being the robbers, the best action would have
been to set out wasp traps earlier in the spring in an attempt to
catch the queens thus reducing the numbers of robbers in the
fall. 
~ Lance Cuthill
A: Erratic flight/fighting bees around front of hives; dead
bees on the ground. Reduce entrances and / or install robbing
screens. Feed all colonies light syrup. 
~ Steve Mitchell
Q: Is it a good idea to try to split a strong hive in the Fall?

A: It can be a way to have another queen survive the winter,
so you have another colony next spring. But be aware that a
colony with a lot of forager bees at the end of the honey flow
will naturally lose a lot of those bees as they expire from lots
of foraging. Young bees, emerging mid-August to October,
are the ones that will still be around next spring. Assess the
strength of the hive as in the amount of brood after the honey
flow, and if you still feel they are strong in population and
can be supplied with adequate combs of food, go ahead.

~ Kerry Clark
A: I have had a lot more success with making splits in the
spring. With sufficient food stores and mite control, I am
inclined to chance letting a strong fall colony become a strong
spring colony where splits with a new queen have given me
less failure with queen acceptance than fall splits. 

~ Lance Cuthill

A: You could split a strong colony in early Sept., if queens are
available. Feed heavily to ensure winter stores and winter bee
population. 
~ Steve Mitchell
Q: What is your favourite way to use honey?

A: So many ways, from porridge to tea to biscuits to medicinal
applications.. but I suppose tea that allows the delicate flavour
of honey to remain, is a favourite way to appreciate the special
qualities of honey.
~ Kerry Clark
A: As the saying goes: "Over the lips and past the gums…
look out belly here it comes!” 
~ Lance Cuthill

A: To replace white sugar in virtually all baking, and in
baklava. 
~ Leonard Foster
A: On toast, with peanut butter. 

~ Steve Mitchell ❀

BC Honey Producers’ Association
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To order and for details contact:
Judy Campbell
604-856-2125
jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com

A Bee’s Best
Defense
AgAinst the
VArroA Mite
Apistan® anti-varroa mite strips are
an essential part of any varroa mite
control program.
• The convenience of no-mess strips.
• Easy-to-follow application.
• Fluvalinate, the active ingredient
in Apistan® is released at a
constant, controlled rate, targeting
varroa as they emerge from
brood cells.
• Tough on mites. Gentle on bees.
• Won’t leave a residue in honey.
• Economical, Health Canada
approved varroa miticide.
For additional information, contact your favourite
bee supplies company or call 1-800-688-7378.
Always read and follow label directions.

Apistan and Apistan with design are registered trademarks of Wellmark International.
©2002, 2009, 2012 Wellmark International.
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FLYING
DUTCHMAN
Feed Bee
Pollen
Substitute
Varroa Nator
Screened Bottom Boards
Bee SupplieS, packageS
NucS aNd QueeNS

Vancouver Island Pollination Services
6124 Metral Dr., Nanaimo BC V9T 2L6
Phone 250-390-2313 1-877-390-6890
Fax 250-390-5180
E-mail: flydutch@telus.net Stan & Cheryl Reist

PROTECT YOUR
HIVES / INVESTMENT
FROM PREDATORS
• Complete Portable ‘N Permanent Electric
Solutions Available
• Solar, Battery, 110V Fence Controllers
• Residential, Ranch, Horse ‘N Wildlife Fencing
• All Insulators ‘N Accessories
• Vineyard Supplies Available

Located in the southern interior at
10520 Hwy 97D, Logan Lake
Just 5kms off the Coquihalla Hwy, at Exit 336,
between Merritt and Kamloops, BC.
Ph: 778-257-WIRE(9473)
Email: info@fencenmore.com
Website: www.fencenmore.com
Facebook: fencenmore
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West Coast Bee
Supplies
All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:

- Apistan Strips
- Fumagilin B

- Formic Acid
- Oxytet 25

- Menthol Boards - Bee Pro
- Hive Boxes
- CheckMite
- Bee Suits and much more

Bob Fisher

Phone 604-272-1921

Fax 604-272-1928

Email: bluebob@shaw.ca
Store Address:
Mailing Address:
9351 #6 Road
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5

Maximize Spring Build-up
and Colony Health
Feed ready-made patties from

GLOBAL PATTIES

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate
for good build-up and large honey crops.
Feed patties to ensure colony health,
fast build-up and maximum production.

Learn more at www.globalpatties.com
and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free
or email mike@globalpatties.com

Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease

Plants for Bees in BC

Goldenrod:
A Goldmine
for
Beekeepers

by Jane Ramsay
“Over most of our area, great plumes of goldenrod wave in the autumn
winds.” ~ Lewis J. Clark, Wildflowers of the Pacific Northwest
There is no doubt, goldenrods “form an important part of the late
summer wildflower display of North America” (Donald Wyman,
Arnold Wyman, Arnold Arboretum, Harvard University). And where
these plants are abundant, there is the potential of valuable late season
nectar and pollen: a golden flowered goldmine.
What and Where?
Botanically speaking, goldenrods are all members of the Solidago
genus with well over 125 species. The goldenrods all fit within the
Compositae Family, which includes asters and dandelions. Goldenrods
are found in all parts of Canada with the greatest diversity of species
in the east. The different species grow in a wide range of habitats
and elevations. This is a diverse group and presents a challenge for
most of us who may be trying to accurately identify to the species or
subspecies level. To make the situation more complicated, botanists
are constantly busy renaming species. In order not to become bogged
down in botanical details, I am offering a simplified description that
will apply in a general way to all goldenrods, with apologies to the
hard-core botanists out there.
Goldenrod, or Solidago, will be familiar to many readers. Most
species have an erect, somewhat woody, seldom branched stem with
simple, alternate leaves, toothed or entire; and flower heads in a wide
variety of terminal clusters, which are frequently on one side. The
tiny yellow flower heads are generally yellow (there is one white
species). There are many individual flowers in each cluster, making
the blooms effectively showy and also attractive to pollinators. All
goldenrods are perennial and hardy.
A most useful field reference I consulted for this article was a
Peterson Field Guide. Identification here is understandable and
simplified by assigning the plants to one of 5 shape categories: plume;
elm; club; wand; flat-topped. The most common species all across
Canada, including BC, is Solidago canadensis or Canada goldenrod.
According to the E Flora Atlas of BC, this plant is native to eastern
North America, but is cultivated in and introduced to western Canada,
and is now widespread here in BC.
Goldenrod, or verge d’or, is found in old pastures, waste ground,
fence rows and roadsides and in gardens. These plants are sometimes
called weedy, although goldenrod seldom persists in well cultivated
ground and is not really deserving of this description, at least in
Canada.
Canada Goldenrod and Other Species
Solidago canadensis grows from a creeping rhizome. Stems vary in
length from 10 inches to 6 or 7 feet depending on conditions. The
numerous, alternate leaves are lance linear, sharply toothed to entire
and are only slightly reduced in size upward on the stem. There are
many subspecies and varieties and some of these have recently been
renamed as new species.
Other species in our area include Solidago multiradiata, found at
high elevations, and S. spathulata, found in the dry interior and in
other areas. S.occidentalis, listed in “Plants for Beekeeping” by Jane
Ramsay, has been renamed Euthamia occidentalis and is no longer,
botanically speaking, a goldenrod.
Volume 31, #3 FALL 2015
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Historical
The Latin name, Solidago, is the sum of “solidus”, whole and
“ago”, to make or to do. It translates as “to make whole” or
“healthy”, referring to its reputed medicinal value. It is known
that some Crusaders carried goldenrod sprigs with them into
battle, hoping that this plant power would keep them from
harm. During the American War of Independence, goldenrod
was used as a tea substitute during the time of tea taxation by
the British. I do not know whether the leaves or the flowers
were used to make the tea.
Allergy Trigger?
Goldenrod is sometimes attributed with being a cause of hay
fever. This is not the case. The reputation is probably due to
the fact that its bloom time coincides with that of ragwort
(Senecio). Ragwort is also yellow flowered, somewhat similar
and is a hay fever trigger. The pollen of goldenrod is heavy
and sticky, and requires transfer by
insect pollinators. Ragwort, on the other
hand, produces light, windborne pollen
that is easily inhaled.
Attractiveness to Honey Bees
Goldenrod is a very important nectar and
pollen source for honey bees and native
pollinators, including bees, wasps,
butterflies, moths, beetles and flies. For
the honey bee, timing is everything.
Goldenrod offers a high quality pollen
and ample nectar late in the season
when little else is yielding. This makes goldenrod extremely
attractive to honey bees.
The good quality pollen, offered late in the season, helps
to sustain brood rearing and allow pollen storage, resulting in
improved chances of a positive overwintering outcome. The
pollen itself is sticky and easy to load.
The honey produced is a deep golden yellow and is
pleasantly and distinctly aromatic. Hives ripening goldenrod
honey have a characteristic odour that many beekeepers
would recognize. Smells are prone to prompting memories.
For me the smell of ripening goldenrod honey reminds me
instantly of PEI where I spent happy years as a bee inspector.
Goldenrod there is a mainstay crop. The honey of goldenrod
does granulate fairly easily but does not present as much of a
problem as honey from Brassicas (eg. canola).
Goldenrods have a documented “value for honey” based
on a Honey Potential (HP) scale. The HP for goldenrod is 4/5.
The potential is a measure of the quantity of honey in kg that
could theoretically be obtained in the course of one season
from 1 ha of land growing the plant in question. Using this
system, developed by Eva Crane, an HP of 4/5 means that
one ha of goldenrod could yield 101-500 kg of honey. This
potential yield depends on optimal conditions and on all the
nectar being harvested. In a real situation, this would never
happen, but the high figure of 4/5 is notable and means that
goldenrod is a very good to excellent honey plant. The nectar
sugar concentration of Canada goldenrod was measured as
31%. Information on individual species is very rare.
Gardening with Goldenrod
Goldenrod is a key plant in both native or natural style gardens
and traditional English borders. They look lovely, fit in easily,
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and require little or no care. The sturdy stems and fluffy seed
heads look handsome in any winter garden. Goldenrod plants
are not hard to find these days and most garden centres offer
several species or varieties.
Ecological
Abandoned fields which become predominated by goldenrod
can persist this way for many years. In the eastern parts of
Canada, where this situation is very common, plant ecologists
study the “goldenrod stage” of plant succession from field to
forest, and have discovered that Solidago stands can persist
for upwards of 50 years or more. This was noted as intriguing
to scientists, who upon investigating, found that Solidago
emits an inhibiting chemical that reduces the germination
rates and seedling growth of other species and so slows down
the process of succession.
Stands of goldenrod are considered an ecological goldmine
by plant ecologists due to the wide
variety of life they attract and support.
Goldenrod provides fine dining for many
species, including leaf and pollen eating
beetles. For example, several species
of beetle borers, who spend the larval
stages inside wood, eat goldenrod pollen
as adults (eg. locust borer). The black
blister beetle is a frequent visitor, as are
the Polistes wasp and the hover flies that
resemble wasps. Goldenrod nectar is an
important food for Monarch butterflies
on migration or preparing to migrate
south. Some beetles, such as the Japanese beetle, consume the
entire bloom.
The sap in goldenrods is a white latex with natural rubber,
and is sucked up by various Hemiptera and Homoptera
or “true bugs”. These insect rich blossoms are the perfect
hunting ground for predators, including the ambush bug and
crab spider, both of which will capture honey bees.
You may have noticed swellings on the stems of goldenrod.
These are the result of a fly or moth laying an egg in the stem.
The larva secretes a liquid which controls the growth of the
gall, using the goldenrod’s own tissue to achieve this. The
larvae of the insects develop inside and emerge in the spring as
adults. Different species of goldenrod make different types of
gall and these can be used to identify plants during the winter.
The common and conspicuous gall on Canada goldenrod
is made by Eurosta solidiginis, a fly. I have heard that the
larva in this gall is favoured by fishermen for use as bait (ice
fishing for crappie in Ontario). The larvae are also enjoyed by
woodpeckers and parasitic wasps. There is, apparently, a lot
going on in a goldenrod stand.
I hope that any goldenrod in your area is a goldmine for
you this year! ❀

Wanted:

Honey in Barrels • Bee Pollen • Honey Comb

Dew Fresh Honey

Osoyoos, B.C.

Cell: 250-485-2924

AGM Business Day Agenda
Reports:
Central Executive Reports
BeesCene Editor - Heather Sosnowski
Webmaster - Ron Schroeder
Certified Producers Program & Nutritional Fact Labels
- Judy Campbell
Librarian / Education - Ian Farber
Boone, Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund - John Boone
BC Bee Breeders Association - Barry Denluck
Regional Representatives
Instructor Course Committee - Lance Cuthill
Constitution Committee - Mike Campbell
Small Hive Beetle Committee - Chair
BCMA - Paul van Westendorp
Business Arising From Minutes
Pesticide Position from Semi-Annual meeting
New Business:
Pacific Agricultural Show
BC Agriculture Council
Regional Reps: elections, roles and compensation
Small Hive Beetle policy
Extension of membership rebate
Election of Officers
Central Executive: First Vice President,
Second Vice President, Secretary
Regional Representatives
Two Trustees for the Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund

Motions for the Floor
One of the most important aspects of the BCHPA Annual
General Meeting is the discussion of issues and the
debate between differing opinions that arise. Motions
to make changes to the constitution and bylaws require
at least 90 days notice to members so that divisions of
the association have adequate time to discuss motions at
their club meetings.
However, motions to change non-constitutional policy
can be brought forth on the day. The BCHPA is a
democratic organization and I would like to encourage
the membership to bring forth their issues to allow
dialogue and create momentum to continue to improve
our organization. The executive require input and
feedback from members to ensure policy development
and programming meet the needs of membership.
I would like to encourage motions that can be forwarded
to clubs prior to the meeting so that club reps and regional
reps have input from their areas before further discussion
and votes at the AGM. The BCHPA CHC representative
is given direction through these discussions for voting on
questions of national importance.
From 'Motions for the Floor', an article by Brenda Jager
that appeared in the Fall 2011 BeesCene.

Beekeeping Equipment and Glassware
Industries Canada Inc.

Hive Contamination Management

Iotron’s Electron Beam irradiation treatment of Apiculture
equipment destroys the pathogens responsible for many Bee
diseases (e.g. American foulbrood, Chalkbrood, Nosema).
The electrons penetrate
Beekeeping equipment like an
X-Ray, killing pathogens and
leaving no residue.
The resulting increased colony
health improves productivity
of pollination and honey
production, while reducing
costs of package bees, queens,
equipment replacement, drugs and
investment of bees in the production of comb.
Improved productivity and decreased costs
allow Beekeepers more assurance that revenue
targets will be met and, with new markets
opening to residue-free honey, also provides
an opportunity to reduce drug treatment in the
Beekeeper’s IPM program.
ISO 9001
Please contact Iotron for more information
Iotron Industries Canada Inc.
1425 Kebet Way, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838 Fax; 604 945-8827
Email iotron@iotron.com Website www.iotron.com

• Canadian Made Wooden Ware
• Dominion and Grimm Glassware
• Country Rubes Screened Bottom Boards
• And Other Exciting Products

Quality Supplies from Two Friendly Beekeepers
in North Vancouver
778-237-8711
www.twobeesapiary.com ~ twobeesapiary@shaw.ca

Round comb section
equipment and
Sundance pollen traps.

Contact your dealer for supplies.

Ross Rounds, Inc.
PO Box 11583 • Albany NY 12211-0583
T: 1-518-370-4989 • F: 1-518-381-6370
www.rossrounds.com
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History of Standards of Perfection
for Honey Judging in Canada
A standard is an authorized and accepted measure of quality covering the various classes of exhibition honey. Exhibition standards are compiled by the elected representatives of the trade and issued as a guide and directive
to exhibitors and judges so that both may know what is
considered a perfect exhibit. Without standards, exhibitors would have one idea of what constitutes a good exhibit but the judge might have an entirely different point
of view.
To be a standard, it must be set by an authorized, reputable and knowledgeable body and accepted and endorsed
by the industry or affected parties.
The Canadian Honey Council is such a body in the
honey industry. It is composed of elected representatives
(directors) from the provincial organizations across Canada, each province sending a delegate from the producers
and one from the packers, with the exception of the Maritimes, who elect one producer and one packer to represent
the combined provinces of the Maritimes.
The British Columbia Honey Producers Association is
another such body and in fact, they set up a recognized
standard for liquid honey long before the Canadian Honey
Council was formed.
In 1924 Mr. J. J. Mahoney suggested a score card by which liquid
honey could be judged. It set up a
standard of 25 points for Colour, 25
points for Brightness, 35 points for
Density and 15 points for Flavour.
This was used generally in the British Columbia Fairs, being endorsed
by the B.C. Department of Agriculture and the BCHPA.
It continued to be used in British Columbia until after 1950, although the Canadian Honey Council had proposed and published an expanded schedule of points in
1948, which was again expanded in 1950. A revision was
made in 1956 and again in 1957, which is the schedule we
are working under today.
In 1948 when the Canadian Honey Council set up
their first Liquid Honey Schedule, standards were also set
up for Granulated Honey, Section Comb Honey, Honey
Displays and Beeswax, with revisions being made to the
schedules of Granulated and Comb Honey in 1949, 1956
and 1957. A standard covering Commercial Displays was
published in 1956.
At the annual meeting of the Canadian Honey Council
in 1972, standards were accepted for Frames of Honey,
Chunk Honey and Cut Comb Honey.
Over the years changes in exhibition standards and
competitions have made it necessary to revise or compile
new standards of perfection as required. In the interest of
uniformity it is best to have such changes or additions prepared for discussion, agreement and final acceptance by
the British Columbia Honey Producers Association, the
Canadian Honey Council and the Fair or Exhibition Board
in question. 
~ Larry Lindahl ❀
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Does your bee club host
information or
education workshops
throughout the season?

Contact the BCHPA librarian for a list
of timely videos and DVD’s on a wide range of subjects
related to keeping healthy honey bees.
Ian Farber
3249 Schubert Road, Kamloops, BC V2B 6Y4
Ph: 250-579-8518
E-mail: ian_farber@telus.net
Proudly owned by Canadian beekeePers

we can handle your sugar
requirements. dry or liquid
– small lots or trailer loads.

bee Maid buys light
and dark beeswax
at competitive prices.

Top QualiTy producTs for Beekeepers
• Foundation
• Queen Rearing Supplies
• Beekeepers Apparel & Tools

• Hive Equipment
• Novelties
• Honey Containers

• Extracting Equipment
• Medications & Treatments
• Packaged Bees & Queens

Contact your nearest outlet:
Alberta Honey
Producers Co-operative
70 Alberta Avenue, Box 3909
Spruce Grove, AB T7X 3B1
780.962.5573

Manitoba Cooperative
Honey Producers
625 Roseberry Street
Winnipeg, MB R3H 0T4
204.783.2240 ext. 228

Bee Maid
Honey
Highway #3
Tisdale, SK S0E 1T0
306.873.2521

Shop online at: www.beemaidbeestore.com
www.beemaid.com

What’s Your Honey Worth?
“We lived for honey. We swallowed a spoonful in the morning to wake us up and one at night to put us to sleep.
We took it with every meal to calm the mind, give us stamina, and prevent fatal disease. We swabbed ourselves
in it to disinfect cuts or heal chapped lips. It went in our baths, our skin cream, our raspberry tea and biscuits.
Nothing was safe from honey...honey was the ambrosia of the gods and the shampoo of the goddesses.”

~ Sue Monk Kidd, The Secret Life of Bees
by Diane Dunaway
Okay fellow beekeepers, I confess that I’m pretty biased when
it comes to exalting the value of honey and hive byproducts.
One of my first mentors, Apiary Inspector Ted Kay, advised
that for the quality and care that goes into honey production,
we should always charge more than the prices at the grocery
store. Otherwise, give your honey away to friends and family
as gifts. These words of wisdom hold true for me nearly 20
years later.
We belong to a fascinating vocation that requires a tremendous amount of skill, knowledge, hard work, and investment
of time and equipment. Add to the list a good dose of gumption, if not luck, and you're well on your way. As with all agriculture, there are many variables outside of our direct control
like: weather conditions, availability of replacement stock,
quality of said stock, pesticide exposure, the threat of predators, diseases and parasites, and where our honey bees roam.
Beekeeping is not for the faint of heart!

keepers. To expect everyone from these various backgrounds
to agree on honey values in a capitalist culture isn’t reasonable. But perhaps we can find some common ground when it
comes to the value of each other’s time and effort?
Let’s have a look at some of our common input expenses:
• How about bee livestock? Nucs went for as much as $225
each this year. Queens range upwards to $40. This means that
healthy overwintered colonies are worth a great deal.
• What are you spending annually on your Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) program? Replacement frames, Varroa
mite treatments and other expenses can add up. Monitoring
for disease and pests takes time and expertise, as does assessing the efficacy of treatments.

*

And we mustn’t forget what honey bees contribute:
• The average worker bee makes less than a teaspoon of honey
in her lifetime.
• Bees gather a pound of honey by tapping over two million
flowers.
• Bees fly more than once around the world to gather a pound
of honey.
• The average life of a honey bee during the working season
is four to six weeks.
• Nectar as gathered by bees contains about 70% water whereas honey is about 17% water. Bees must remove the excess
moisture from nectar by rapidly fanning their wings over the
open cells in the hive. A tremendous amount of energy is expended.
Honey bees are creatures of dearth, this means that they’ll
sock away as much food for the winter that they possibly can.
Whether you’re starting this season with your first colony
or have kept bees for decades, at the end of the summer we
will all hopefully have surplus honey to harvest. Given the
record drought conditions in some parts of the province this
year, modest honey crops are most likely to be expected. This
makes your honey all the more precious.
BC has an interesting mix of commercial, sideline and backyard beekeepers. You’ll notice that I didn’t use the term “hobbyists”, a description that can carry negative connotations and
diminish the commitment and skillsets of small-scale bee-

*

A Canadian bee makes an average of .8 grams of honey
in a lifetime. Based on an average lifespan of 42 days with
approximately 7 of those being unproductive due to weather
and other causes. At an average of 10 hours of work a
day that's 350 productive hours at .002288571428
grams per hour. A jar of honey weighs 500 grams. That's
218,750 hours per jar. At BCs minimum wage, the jar
would cost over $2,000,000. That doesn't include the
cost of paying the other auxiliary bees that are not directly
involved in foraging, or overtime.
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• Equipment repairs, replacement and depreciation should be
taken into account.

“My wholesale price allows the stores to sell around my retail
price and they move good volume.”

• How much sugar and fondant are you feeding out? Many of
us rely on sales at our local grocers or make a Costco run to
keep this expense in hand. Pollen substitutes are running high
these days too.

“It all depends where you are and how much you want to sell.
You can sit at the farmers market all day and might sell one
dozen jars whereas I'm retailing and making gate sales, moving over $100,000 per year and could increase it by 25% very
easily, but I don't want to work that hard!”

• What are you paying your workers? Even small-scale operations bring in neighbourhood kids and/or family members to
help with the harvest and other heavy lifting.
• Do you track your beekeeping-related fuel costs?
• How much time and money have you spent on education?
Memberships, subscriptions, conference expenses and travel
can add up. Not an area to skimp on!

“…we will be going up .10 to .15 cents per pound come September 1st.”
“I am thinking about raising my 500 gr wholesale price to $6
starting Jan 1 2016”
“…this topic should be in the BeesCene as well, which in turn
should develop into conversations at bee clubs…”

It’s curious that we see low honey mark-ups from both ends
of the beekeeper spectrum. Commercial beekeepers tend to
sell in bulk, or at least in high volume, so they’re hesitant to
price themselves too high lest they slow sales. On the other
hand, many small-scale and new beekeepers haven’t done
their research or don’t have the confidence to charge for what
their time and energy are worth. In the extreme, both of these
instances can hurt our industry.

“Judging by the prices you are quoting we are on the low
side.”

Premium honey prices are sometimes reserved for those with
the luxury of time and an appreciative, established clientele.
Perhaps you want to offer an on-farm experience and are willing to spend time with your customers? Direct sales through
farmer’s markets and craft sales take extra work but are another way to support higher prices.

Honey is a unique food. As farmers we’re blessed with a commodity that is considered non-perishable. You can learn more
about honey’s eternal shelf-life, in the Smithsonian Magazine
article that’s referenced at the end. “A slew of factors—its
sugar content, acidity, its lack of water and the presence of
hydrogen peroxide—work in perfect harmony, allowing the
sticky treat to last forever.”

In an informal survey this summer I contacted several beekeepers throughout the province and asked them what they
sell their honey for in three common-size containers. Nectar
source is assumed to be common, such as alfalfa or a floral
mix.
Here is the range of prices and a few candid comments:
Wholesale/Farm Gate:
500 gram jar – $5.50 to $7.30		
1 kilo jar –
$11 to $13.65		
3 kilo pail –
$30 range		

Retail:
$6.75 to $10
$14 to $20
$35 to $40

Van and
Isle
Apiaries
Bee Products
NUCS • QUEENS
PACKAGES
Grant Stringer
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Tel 250-652-9834 Fax 250-665-6121
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3
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Something else that came to light while doing this survey is an
effort made by the Smithers Bee Club. In June Phil Brienesse
compiled a table of honey prices from BC grocers. He kindly
consented to share it with us for this article. The table on page
27 shows the results of this retail research.

Without the threat of spoilage, beekeepers have more breathing room than most farmers when it comes to storage, marketing and sales options.
Not everyone who keeps bees even wants honey production.
For some it’s enough to have a small nearby apiary where you
can sit down in peace to simply watch these fascinating insects go about their lives. It’s not unheard of for folks with an
aversion to the business side of beekeeping to sell their honey
off to a fellow beekeeper who does excel in honey marketing
and sales. Yet another option!

OUR BUSINESS.....
..... IS PACKAGING YOURS
We have a wide range of stock glass & plastic
containers including honey bears & bee hives.
We also carry a variety of plastic and metal lids.

Please Call Us For a QUote

AMPAK INC.

180 - 4611 Viking Way, Richmond BC
Telephone: (604) 273-9631 Fax: (604) 273-1865
www.ampak.ca
splester@ampak.ca

In closing, I hope that this information helps you as individuals and us as a community to keep our calling as beekeepers
viable and sustainable for many years to come. All of the best
for your 2015 harvest and for the health of your bees next
spring.
References and further reading:
• The Canadian Honey Council
http://www.honeycouncil.ca/bee_facts.php
http://www.honeycouncil.ca/chc_poundofhoney.php
• The National Honey Board, Learn About Honey

http://www.honey.com/honey-at-home/learn-about-honey
• Ontario Beekeepers’ Association, All About Honey
http://www.ontariohoney.ca/all-about-honey
• Smithsonian Magazine, The Science Behind Honey’s Eternal Shelf Life
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/the-sciencebehind-honeys-eternal-shelf-life-1218690/?no-ist
• Urban Bee Network, Bee Facts
http://www.urbanbeenetwork.ca/index.php/help-for-teachers/
bees ❀

2015 June Honey Prices
Store

Brand

Safeway
Beemaid
Safeway
Beemaid Creamed
Extra Foods
No Name
Extra Foods
Capilano
Safeway
Compliments
Extra Foods
Billy Bee
Safeway
Capilano
Safeway
Capilano Manuka
Safeway
Capilano Organic
Safeway
Bee Maid
Safeway
Billy Bee
Extra Foods
No Name
Safeway
Elias
Extra Foods No Name Creamed
Wholesale
St. Michael
Wholesale
St. Michael Creame
Natures Pan Heather Meadows C
Safeway
Compliments Cream
Natures Pan Wild Country Buckw
Safeway
Mackenzi Natural
Safeway
Billy Bee
Safeway
Billy Bee Creamed
Safeway
Compliments
Safeway
Kidd Brothers Unpa
Natures Pan Wild Country Clove
Safeway
Mackenzi Organic
Safeway
Beemaid
Safeway
Beemaid Creamed
Safeway
Beemaid Creamed
Safeway
Beemaid Premium
Safeway
Beemaid Unpasteur
Heartstrings
4B Honey
Extra Foods
No Name 1
Extra Foods No Name Creamed
Extra Foods
Capilano
Safeway
Compliments
Safeway
Compliments Cream
Extra Foods
Billy Bee
Safeway
Elias
Safeway
Billy Bee
Safeway
Mackenzi
Wholesale
St. Michael
Wholesale
St. Michael Creame
Natures Pan
Heather Meadows
Natures Pan Telkwa Honey Bee
Safeway
Kid Brothers Alfalfa
Safeway
Kid Brothers Cream
Safeway
Beemaid
Extra Foods
No Name
Extra Foods No Name Creamed
Wholesale
St. Michael
Natures Pan
Heather Meadows
Natures Pan Telkwa Honey Bee
Wholesale
St. Michael

Container

grams

retail

per 100g

per lb

per kg

250g squeez
250g tub
375g Honey
375g squeez
375g Honey
375g Honey
375 squeeze
375 squeeze
375 squeeze
375g Honey
375g squeez
500g squeez
500g squeez
500g tub
500g squeez
500g
500g glass
500g tub
500g glass
500g glass j
500g squeez
500g tub
500g squeez
500g glass j
500g glass
500g glass j
500g squeez
500g tub
500g squeez
500g squeez
500g squeez
500g jar
000g sque
1000g tub
1000g sque
1000g sque
1000g tub
1000g sque
1000g sque
1000g sque
1000g sque
1000g sque
1000g
1000g glass
1000g tub
1000g glass
1000g tub
1000g sque
3000g sque
3000g tub
3000g pail
3000g pail
3000g pail
15000g pail

250
250
375
375
375
375
375
375
375
375
375
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
500
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
3000
3000
3000
3000
3000
15000

6.99
6.99
6.29
6.49
7.39
7.49
7.99
7.99
8.39
8.59
8.79
5.26
6.48
6.99
7.49
7.49
8
8.59
9.15
9.18
9.59
9.59
9.99
10.39
10.69
11.29
11.79
11.79
11.79
11.79
11.79
13.99
7.21
9.97
10.99
11.28
11.28
11.98
11.98
12.49
12.68
12.99
12.99
13.5
13.5
13.99
14.69
18.69
22.99
22.99
28.99
35.5
36.5
133.99

2.7960
2.7960
1.6773
1.7307
1.9707
1.9973
2.1307
2.1307
2.2373
2.2907
2.3440
1.0520
1.2960
1.3980
1.4980
1.4980
1.6000
1.7180
1.8300
1.8360
1.9180
1.9180
1.9980
2.0780
2.1380
2.2580
2.3580
2.3580
2.3580
2.3580
2.3580
2.7980
0.7210
0.9970
1.0990
1.1280
1.1280
1.1980
1.1980
1.2490
1.2680
1.2990
1.2990
1.3500
1.3500
1.3990
1.4690
1.8690
0.7663
0.7663
0.9663
1.1833
1.2167
0.8933

12.6938
12.6938
7.6151
7.8572
8.9468
9.0679
9.6732
9.6732
10.1575
10.3996
10.6418
4.7761
5.8838
6.3469
6.8009
6.8009
7.2640
7.7997
8.3082
8.3354
8.7077
8.7077
9.0709
9.4341
9.7065
10.2513
10.7053
10.7053
10.7053
10.7053
10.7053
12.7029
3.2733
4.5264
4.9895
5.1211
5.1211
5.4389
5.4389
5.6705
5.7567
5.8975
5.8975
6.1290
6.1290
6.3515
6.6693
8.4853
3.4792
3.4792
4.3872
5.3723
5.5237
4.0554

$27.96
$27.96
$16.77
$17.31
$19.71
$19.97
$21.31
$21.31
$22.37
$22.91
$23.44
$10.52
$12.96
$13.98
$14.98
$14.98
$16.00
$17.18
$18.30
$18.36
$19.18
$19.18
$19.98
$20.78
$21.38
$22.58
$23.58
$23.58
$23.58
$23.58
$23.58
$27.98
$7.21
$9.97
$10.99
$11.28
$11.28
$11.98
$11.98
$12.49
$12.68
$12.99
$12.99
$13.50
$13.50
$13.99
$14.69
$18.69
$7.66
$7.66
$9.66
$11.83
$12.17
$8.93
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AGM Education Day Speakers

Dewey Caron Emeritus Professor
of Entomology & Wildlife Ecology,
University of Delaware and Affiliate
Professor, Department of Horticulture,
Oregon State University. He has been
involved in International Development
in Panama, Central America and Bolivia. He was active in the Mid-Atlantic
Research and Extension Consortium
and served in various capacities at the
Eastern Apicultural Society. He is the
author (with L.J. Connor) of the text
“Honey Bee Biology and Beekeeping”.
At this year’s AGM he will talk about
reading your bees better, and how Pacific Northwest beekeepers are dealing
with varroa and viruses.

Stephen Sheppard Professor &
Department Chair of Entomology,
Washington State University
Dr. Sheppard received his M.Sc. and Ph.D. from
the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.
His research interests include evolution of the
Apinae, the genetics of colonization and origins
and diversification of honey bee subspecies.
Current projects include molecular systematics of Apis, biogeography of Old World honey
bees, and genetic analysis of introduced (New
World) honey bee populations. Related collaborative projects involve the study of populations
structure and source populations in introduced
or host-shifted pest insects.
Liz Huxter BC Bee Researcher and Queen Breeder
An internationally recognized bee breeder who has
been instrumental in the advancement of selective
breeding programs in Canada, Elizabeth is now working on a simple program for how small-scale beekeepers in BC can raise queens for production and sale.
It is a natural extension of the work she had done in
developing sustainable honey bee populations. She has
collaborated with academic and government researchers and with other bee breeders. She is the managing
partner of Kettle Valley Queens in Grand Forks, BC,
where she breeds honey bees for resistance to pests
and pathogens. She has led investigations with the BC
Bee Breeders Queen Testing Program, searching for the most varroa mite-resistant
queen stock in Canada, and was a breeder for two projects in collaboration with
the University of British Columbia, Agriculture and Agri-food Canada and the
University of Manitoba.

Medhat Nasr Alberta Provincial Apiculturist,
Crop Research and Extension Division, ARD, Edmonton.
Medhat earned his M.Sc. (Entomology-Apiculture) at Cairo University, Egypt and Ph.D at
University of California, Davis. For over 35 years he has been working on honey bee genetics,
breeding, bee pest surveillance, and integrated pest management of tracheal mites and varroa
mites. He is a recipient of Fulbright scholarship, Ontario Environment Stewardship Award,
Outstanding Achievement Award from Alberta Beekeepers, Fred Rathje Memorial Award
from the Canadian Honey Council, and Lifetime membership of Eastern Apiculture Society
and several other Apiculture organizations in the USA and Canada.

Dennis vanEngelsdorp Assistant Professor of Entomology, University of Maryland
As a research scientist Dr. vanEnglesdorp focuses on pollinator health, especially honey bees.
His approach is multi-faceted, requiring understanding both the etiology of individual bee diseases and the large scale monitoring of colony health.
Some of the areas his lab is addressing include: Identifying determinates of disease in honey
bee colonies, identifying and promoting management systems which promote colony health and
broad scale monitoring of pollinator health.
Dr. vanEnglesdorp appeared in the documentary “Who Killed The Honeybee?” and gave a TED
talk called “A Plea for Bees”. His presentation will focus on factors affecting honey bee health,
including sub-lethal effects of pesticides.
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Elina Lastro Niño
Extension Apiculturist
at UC Davis
Niño last year replaced Eric Mussen,
who retired after 38 years as the head
of UC Davis’ bee lab at the Department of Entomology and Nematology. Niño, who specializes in honey
bee queen research and pollination
issues, is doing problem-solving
research focused on honey bees and
pollination-dependent crops. She
completed her PhD in entomology
at the Pennsylvania Sate University.
She will give a talk on the socioeconomic challenges of local bee breeding programs, and will also speak on
trends she sees in queen breeding in
California, which is one of several
significant sources of spring queens
for Canada.

Stephen Pernal Officer-in Charge, Beaverlodge Research
Farm
Since 2001 Dr. Pernal has been a Research Scientist
with Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada in Beaverlodge,
Alberta. His work has included the detection, control and
mitigation of residues associated with oxytetracyclineresistant American foulbrood (AFB) disease and foodgrade therapies for chalkbrood disease. Currently, he is
involved in devising therapies and management strategies
for the control of Nosema ceranae as well as co-leading a
Genome Canada project evaluating markers for resistance
to AFB and V. Destructor.
He is also Past President of the Canadian Association
of Professional Apiculturists and serves on national and
international committees related to the honey bee industry and
apicultural research. Dr. Pernal is a member of COLOSS, an international network of researchers from over 60 countries working towards the prevention of honey bee colony losses.
Les Eccles
Ontario Tech-Transfer Program Director
Les heads the Ontario TTP, which has helped to
standardize and distribute educational beekeeping
material. He’s helped develop the Ontario Resistant
Honey Bee Selection Program, and spearheaded
projects to support bee breeding, pollination services, Small Hive Beetle research, and new knowledge
transfer projects.
Les developed his interest in beekeeping and
research at the University of Guelph with Paul
Kelly and Ernesto Guzman, participating in various
research projects and presentations.
Les also has experience working in Mexico, where he spent two years with beekeepers and non-government organizations to transfer beekeeping technology into
the field, and to certify beekeeping operations for honey exportation to European
markets.
Mark Winston Professor, Apiculture and Social Insects,
Simon Fraser University
Mark has had a distinguished career researching, teaching, writing and commenting on bees and agriculture, environmental issues, and science policy. More
recently, he has utilized dialogue in classrooms, corporations, non-profit organizations, government and community settings to develop leadership and communication skills, conduct strategic planning, inspire organizational change, and
thoughtfully engage public audiences with controversial issues. He is one of BC’s
best-known international researchers and academics on beekeeping, having run
the lab at Simon Fraser University for many years. His recent book “Bee Time” is
a call to action for better treatment of bees, and is based on his decades of experiences and research with the genus Apis.

Gerry Rozema
Gerry was born and raised in the village of Vanderhoof in the interior of BC, and now lives in
Campbell River.
Gerry’s background is in embedded systems software for process control and network management.
He has begun to use this background to better understand local conditions for honey bees. Using
established concepts from around the world, he has built a system for basic monitoring of hives in
his home yard. The original goal was to learn about flows in the local area, but as time went on, he
started to realize there is a wealth of information related to overall hive health that can be mined out
of the data from a scale hive, and that data can be used to make decisions on hive management.
At the AGM he will be talking about the lessons from year one with a hive on a scale, and using
those lessons to plan the next season. He will also talk about how various events he saw from the
scale hive data changed the timing and application of various hive management strategies, all with a
focus on maximizing honey production. ❀
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Club Contacts
BCHPA BRANCHES

BC Bee Breeders Branch – pending registration
551 Prince Robert Dr., Victoria, BC V9B 1E1
Barry Denluck president@bcbeebreeders.ca 250-900-5133
Central Cariboo Branch
Box 825, 150 Mile House BC, V0K 2G0
John Hoyrup hilltop4@telus.net

Kamloops Branch
1062 Fleetwood Court, Kamloops, BC, V2B 8J4
Ed Zurawell ezclocks@gmail.com
Langley Branch
12894 - 109 Avenue, Surrey, BC, V3T 2M9
Derek Lawrence dlaw52@outlook.com 

604-582-7545

North Okanagan Branch
1253 Collison Road, Kelowna, BC, V1X 5J3
Dan Mawson dkmawson@shaw.ca 
250-763-4146
Prince George Branch
18835 Ness Lake Road, Prince George BC, V2K 5L7
Barry Clark m_bclark@hotmail.com 
250-301-6266
West Kootenay Branch – pending registration
2030 Daniel Street, Trail, BC V1R 4G9
Karen Godbout beebliss@gmail.com 
250-364-0324

BCHPA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
Capital Region Beekeepers Association
Box 43033, Victoria, BC V8X 3G2
Bill Fosdick
president@capitalregionbeekeepers.ca 

250-216-7761

Comox Valley Beekeepers Association
5411 Wildwood Road, Courtenay, BC V9J 1P5
Jennifer Dilfer jenn.dilfer@hotmail.com  250-703-2669
Richmond Beekeepers Association
Unit 41504 London Place,
New Westminister BC V3M 4K7
Amanda Goodman Lee amanda@honeybeezen.com
Cowichan Beekeepers Association
Box 274 Cobblehill BC V0R 1L0
Don Fowler pinebug@gmail.com

250-710-9517

OTHER BEE- RELATED
ORGANIZATIONS
Alberni Valley Honey Producers Association
6219 Lamarque Road, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson
davemikkelson@hotmail.com 
250-723-6089
BC Peace Beekeepers
P.O. Box 2090, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4K8
Kerry Clark kccsclark@gmail.com
250-782-6646
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East Kootenay Beekeepers
4300 Wilks Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 6S9
Lance Cuthill
lcuthill@gmail.com 

250-426-6049

Maple Ridge Beekeepers Association
#501-1680 West 4th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6J 0B7
Raena Dumas raenadumas@hotmail.com  604-786-5245
Nanaimo Division Beekeepers Club
925 St. David Street, Nanaimo, BC V9S 2H8
Peter Lange
nanaimobeekeepers@gmail.com 
250-753-0554
Quesnel Beekeepers Association
Katie Rasmussen
rasmussen.katie.e@gmail.com 

Salt Spring Island Beekeepers
Kelly Johnson owlchemist@telus.net
www.ssibeekeepers.com

778-466-3634

Shuswap Beekeepers Club
1040 8th Ave. NE, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4A4
Bill Lynch wjlynch@telus.net 
250-832-2732
Smithers Beekeepers Association
Box 3504, 2175 Main St., Smithers BC V0J 2N0
Phil Brienesse
smithersbeekeepers@gmail.com 
250-847-1599
South Okanagan Beekeepers Association
RR#2, Oliver, BC V0H 1T0
Ray Levesque
tim_bouwmeester@yahoo.ca 

250-498-4025

Squamish Beekeepers Association
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish BC V0N 3G0
Stein Hoff fredahoff@yahoo.ca 
604-898-4188
Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Association
2137 Lower Road, Roberts Creek, BC V0N 2W4
Sally Burke sally.burke8@gmail.com 
604-886-4863

Terrace Beekeepers Association
4525 Haugland Ave., Terrace, BC V8G 1G3
Rudi Peters r.peters@telus.net 
250-615-7404
Chilliwack Beekeeping Community
Laura Cameron - Delisle
chilliwackbeekeepers@gmail.com

Stuart Nechako Bee Club
Box 595, Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0
Jon Aebischer sweet02@telus.net 

Surrey Beekeepers Association
2071 174th Street, Surrey, BC, V3S 9Z8
Thomas Schmitz
bees@surreybeeclub.ca 

604-703-0341
250-567-5037

604-785-3403

Please contact the Editor with any changes.

Semi-Annual Minutes
Catherine Culley, President, called the
meeting to order.

Not all members can log into the members only section.

Catherine called for a motion to approve
the Agenda.
Gerry McKee would like to see a motion for the BCHPA position of Statements and Resolutions to be added to
the agenda.
Mike Campbell questioned the lack of
time to debate motions. Mike sent the
Executive a package of motions and
changes to the Constitution to be presented at the AGM. Catherine informed
the membership that the Executive decided that it should be sent back to the
Constitutional Committee for further
study. When new changes are proposed,
the substitution of the word “Branch”
for “Division” will be done at that time.

First Vice President – Jeff Lee
Jeff has been focusing on the semi-annual meeting and the panel discussion
for the afternoon session.
Jeff introduced Jennifer Dilfer, the organizer of the Annual General Meeting being held in Courtenay in October.
Jennifer informed the members that
they had an approved budget for the
AGM from the Executive of the BCH-

A motion to approve the agenda was
made by Barry Clark, seconded by Stan
Reist. Motion carried.
Approval of the September 26, 2014
AGM Minutes: Changes from Prince
George Branch President Barry Clark incorrect concerning deferred northwest
council grant that could be applied. No
other changes were noted.
A motion to accept the minutes was
made by Joe Lomond, seconded Barry
Clark. Motion was carried.
President's Report – Catherine Culley
Constitutional changes - Catherine stated that The Society Act was changed in
2004, changing Divisions to Branches.
The constitution is still valid because
the Registry Office confirmed that the
word "Division" in our constitution can
be interpreted as "Branch".
Mike Campbell asked why the constitution that was posted on the website did
not reflect the changes members voted
to make changes to the constitution in
2013/2014. Catherine answered that
the 2013/2014 proposed constitutional
changes were declared null and void
because of questions about the accuracy
of voting. The Voting sticks will now be
numbered and each member will sign
for their number.
Website requires a great deal of work.

PA. There will be a Certified Instructors
Course. They have a contract with the
hotel with a room rate of $105.00 per
night and a food voucher of $7.00 per
day, and have received a grant in the
amount of $1500 from Hospitality of
Comox Valley. They have a group of 15
volunteers helping.
Jeff explained to the membership that
the Executive met and approved the
expansion of the educational day to include Sunday, at the AGM in Courtenay.

British Columbia Honey Producers' Association
Actual to date and 2015 Budget
For the Seven Months Ended February 28, 2015
Actual
to Feb
28/15
Income
Advertising
Certified Instructors Course
Certified Producer & Nutritional Labels
Certified Producer Program
Convention Income ($40,194 - $29,441)
Donations
History of Beekeeping Book Sales
Honeybee Disease Handbook Sales
Insurance
Interest
IPM Workshop Fees
Membership
Project Funding
Semi-annual Education Day
Total Income
Expenses
Accommodation
Bank Charges
BCHPA Project Expense
Canadian Honey Council
Certified & Nutritional labels
Donations, Gifts, Awards
History of Beekeeping Book from Inventory
Honeybee Disease Handbook Publishing Costs
Honourariums
Insurance
IPM Expenses
Library
Meeting Rooms
Office Expense & Supplies
Postage and Freight
Printing
Publishing
Registration Fees
Semi-annual General Meeting & Education Day
Travel
Web Site
Total Expenses
Operating Surplus (Deficit)

6,204
1500
1,541
120
10,753
600
750
1,500
237
0
16,625
3,500
700
44,030

1,443
963

Budget

Variance

2015
10,000
800
150
9,000

-3,796
1,500
741
-30
1,753

1,000
700
2,500
23,000
3,500
3,000
53,650

600
750
500
-463
-2,500
-6,375
0
-2,300
-9,620

934
337
31,841

2,000
900
2,500
100
200
400
4,000
8,700
8,000
1,500
5,000
2,500
800
56,100

-1,557
463
-2,500
356
-400
0
600
566
-2,000
-80
-2,500
-100
-200
-228
-2,410
-4,940
-1,925
-375
-5,000
-1,566
-463
-24,259

12,189

-2,450

14,639

13,456

3,000
500
2,500
13,100
400

600
566
820

172
1,590
3,760
6,075
1,125

Volume 31, #3 FALL 2015

31

This was done mainly for the participants on the Island but
also the Duke Point ferry does not run past 3:00 PM on Saturday making it difficult to the leave the Island.
Second Vice President – Kerry Clark
1. Day of the Honeybee – May 29th - this day has been proclaimed across Canada.
BCHPA has reprinted and updated the brochure and Kerry
will distribute to affiliated clubs, divisions (Branches) and bee
clubs associated with the BCHPA. Brochures can also be purchased at $30 per 100 brochures.
Barry Denluck - there was no mention of Clinton Eckdahl,
who started the Day of the Honeybee. This will be addressed
in the next printing of the brochure.
2. There will be a menu on the website for “Growing Forward
II” project funding, listing the initiatives available such as:
Biosecurity, Food safety and transparency.
Treasurer – Irene Tiampo
Table on preeding page.
Secretary’s Report – Laurie Hasiuk (not attending)
Catherine Culley updated the members on 2016 renewals of
the membership.
Annual membership fees become due on the 1st of January
yearly. Late renewal makes it difficult for the Secretary, Treasurer and the editor of the BeesCene to administer BCHPA
business.
In October 2015, the 2016 membership renewal form will be
on the website and notice will be set to the membership to renew their membership and purchase liability insurance for the
coming year. Signing up early will guarantee that you receive
a full year of membership with no interruptions.
Also, the Treasurer will record and correspond with up to two
names and email addresses per membership at the same address.
Canadian Honey Council Representative – Stan Reist
“What is the CHC doing for you?” The CHC just had their
AGM in Moncton.
Statistics: 694,217 colonies (2014); 8777 Registered beekeepers (2014); 81 million pounds of honey produced (2014); 26
million pounds of honey exported (2013)
There is problem with the exports to Japan other nations.
There was a change in import regulations and honey was left
out. Some exported honey contains Tylosin. The Canadian
government is having difficulty in bringing it back to Canada.
Hive Health – Issues and Actions
There are 2 major action items this past year: 1. Formation
and participation in the National Bee Health Roundtable; 2.
Participation in the Honey Bee Health Coalition.
CHC was instrumental in getting the federal government to
convene a Bee Health Workshop in March, 2014. In October, the federal government agreed to create a Canadian Bee
Health Roundtable including representatives from across the
apicultural value chain including professional apiculturists,
agri-producers, seed companies, government regulators, the
crop protection industry and agronomists.
CBISQT (Canadian Bee Industry Safety Quality Traceability)
– there is $340,000 set aside to deal with these components.
CHC is bidding to host the 2019 Apimondia in Montreal.
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Regional Representative Reports
Peace River – Kerry Clark
Temperatures fluctuated between +7 to -20 at the end of February and the beginning of March. At this time it is too early
to report the losses.
The Peace River Beekeepers Association voted to become an
Affiliate with the BCHPA.
North Okanagan – Bob Chisholm
Last fall was very good weather and the bees went into winter
very robust and they appear to be coming into spring very
strong. Losses are varied and it is still too early to tell the
results.
West Kootenays – Dave Johnson
In the spring meeting their membership discussed the pros
and cons on becoming a Branch of the BCHPA. They need
more information and would like this to be addressed at this
meeting. Because of the geographic distance it is difficult for
members to attend meetings during bad weather. Some new
beekeepers do not with to join an association or club.
North Vancouver Island – Gerry Rozema
This winter North Vancouver Island had no winter. Brood was
seen February 1st and losses are minimal. The issue in this
area are that plants are blooming out of sequence.
The membership has opted to become an Affiliate with the
BCHPA.
South Vancouver Island – Matt Tooley (unable to attend)
Gerry Rozema reported.
Last year Victoria area saw a few cases of AFB. With no inspector in the area Paul van Westendorp sent over an inspector
from the lower mainland. The question arises if Vancouver
Island will be split and will be 2 inspectors, one for the South
Island and one for the North Island?
Three students from Camosun College have been doing a
research project for their Environmental Technology course
looking for pesticides in honey bees.
South Okanagan – Blair Tarves
Concern is that there are 1000’s of beehives wintering over
in the area. There needs to be more monitoring on the out
of province hives. There is no registry as to where they are
located in the areas.
Mislabelling of honey – locals want local products not ones
that have been brought in from other areas and labelled incorrectly.
GMO apple – (Arctic Apple) – The BC Fruit Growers would
like the beekeepers to support them in lobbying against this
apple. South Okanagan would like to know if the BCHPA
will support this cause.
Fraser Valley – Gerry McKee for Courtney White
Last month Surrey, Langley, Richmond and Vancouver joined
forces to have enough equipment to send to the Iotron (85
boxes).
Langley Bee Club is making a decision to either to become a
Branch or an Affiliate.

Metro Vancouver – Jeff Lee for Allen Garr
Langley, Richmond and Vancouver are planning to coordinate
a joint field days to make sure all beekeepers can attend. They
are planning to have Tom Seeley attend next year.
Richmond Beekeepers Association decided to become an Affiliate of the BCHPA.
Central Cariboo – Diane Dunaway for Katie Rasmussen
Central Cariboo consists of Quesnel, 100 Mile House and
Williams Lake.
There has been great enthusiasm in the area among the beekeepers.
Winter was mild with a lot of snow cover. Bees are now flying
but are being fed. Educational courses are being offered.
Members have decided to become a Branch of the BCHPA.
Prince George – Barry Clark for John Phillips
Good winter and good winter survival. There has been a lot of
interest of people wanting to become beekeepers in their area
and to purchase bees.
Sunshine Coast – Al Cobbin
Excellent winter weather for survival of hives, this area is
backyard beekeepers. The club maintains 8 colonies at the
Botanical Gardens. Here new beekeepers help maintain the
hives with experienced beekeepers. There are now 2 colonies
on the roof of the hospital.
At a meeting they had 50 attendees to hear Mark Winston
speak.
Day of the Honeybee will be celebrated again this year at the
Farmers’ Market. This will be the 3rd year that the committee
has put it on. Paul van Westendorp will be speaking at the next
meeting. The members have decided to become an Affiliate of
the BCHPA.
East Kootenays – Lance Cuthill for Mike Malmberg
Bears and skunks are now out. They have 40 new beekeepers due to the 3 classes taking the Introduction to Beekeeping
course. There needs to be a follow up on these new beekeepers
because they drop out when their hives do not make it through
the winter.
Program Reports
Chair of the Canadian Honey Council – Kevin Nixon
The forming of the Bee Health Roundtable was a huge step of
progress for the Honey Industry.
Action Items – Members to give input in the fight against Varroa Mites not only using chemicals but also physical methods
of controlling the Varroa Mite.
Different crop insurance programs have their own definition
of a non-productive hive. CAPA has been asked to give a consistent definition of a non-productive hive across Canada.
CAPA has also been asked to detail their system of asking on
the survey for winter hive losses.
The Pesticide Exposure Working Group has requested that a
consultant be retained to look at the use of pesticides inside
and outside the hive.
Agri-Food Canada will report to the fall meeting, the value of
pollination across Canada.
The Research Working Group Committee will gather information on what research on bee health is being done globally
to see where more research is needed. This is to help decide

where funding is needed.
Canadian Honey Council has has found a French-speaking
spokesperson for the Roundtable.
Communications Working Group. This group will be the
voice to the public to make sure information is consistent and
factual.
PMRA is looking to register “Hopguard”, an organic treatment which is derived from hops.
Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust – Dr. John Boone
Trustees are: Ian Farber, Joe Lomond, Bob Meredith and Dr.
John Boone
They have received 4 requests for funding and have granted
one.
Dr. Leonard of UBC requested a 4-year renewable grant of
$2500 to continue study of protein markers that correlated inheritable traits of the honey bee.
BHW Trust Fund Financial Report – Fiscal year is October 1
to September 30.
Bank balance is just over 
$8000.
Donations came from the renewal of memberships to the
BCHPA
	
$ 706.25
Langley Beekeepers Club donated 
$1000.00
The AGM banquet in September 
$820.00
Donations totaling
$2526.25
$5000 was deposited into a GIC.
There is current balance of $6159.23 in the bank and from this
total the grant to Dr. Leonard Foster of $2500 will be withdrawn.
The Trust has $72,000 in GIC’s.
Dr. Boone was presented with a cheque from the BCHPA in
the amount of $770.00, donated by the membership from January to March. The membership accepted Dr. John Boone’s
report.
Archives – Dr. John Boone
Dr. Boone asked the membership to find out if their club, association, division (branch) or affiliate has records that they
would like to lodge with the Beekeeping Archives at the Simon Fraser University.
BC BeeBreeders – Barry Denluck
Barry explained to the members that the BC BeeBreeders is a
subgroup of the BCHPA and all are members of the BCHPA.
Their territory is British Columbia as a whole.
BC Agriculture Ministry – Paul van Westendorp
Surveys:
The Canadian Honey Council Roundtable will be asking for
the Winter Colony Losses Survey to be completed in late
April, early May.
National Bee Health – all provinces will be asked to participate to list the diseases in their area.
Questions from members to Paul:
Has the registration of hives changed? The Animal Health Act
only deals with health issues.
Kamloops is a major transfer point for transporting bees.
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When accidents happen who has the liability of cleaning up
the bees? Paul will try to find an answer.
In the past under the Bee Act authority was give to the bee
inspector to go into the field and check colony strength for
the farmer. That has changed. As this has little to do with
the health of the hives but is a contractual issue between the
farmer and the beekeeper. Inspections can only be provided if
disease in found in the hives.
A bee inspector who is under contract with the Ministry can
do bee inspections but not under the government auspice.
In closing Paul spoke about how Apicultural Program is in
place and the beekeepers do still receive inspections and diagnostic services at public expense.
Changes to BCHPA Divisions and Branches
Divisions had the choice to become:
A Branch, which operates under the constitution of the BCHPA
An Affiliated Society of the BCHPA, with its own constitution
and special privileges
An Unaffiliated Society, which has its own constitution
Other Bee-Related Organization, not under the Societies Act
Dave Johnson asked: “What was the process to become a
Branch?”
Barry Clark answered, submit to BCHPA:
Minutes of a meeting showing when you decided to become a
Branch of the BCHPA.
Financial statements of the previous year.
List of Directors.
$15.00 filing fee.
All members of Branches must join the BCHPA. If individuals do not wish to join the BCHPA, they may attend meetings
as guests. The prerequisite to purchase bees from the Prince
George club is that they must join their club.
They charge $10 for their fees. The BCHPA is going to give
back $10 for every member who joins the BCHPA up to February 28th. He is trying to get the BCHPA to extend the rebate
only for new members to December 31st, 2015.

Irene reported new information has recently been received
that branches will not be covered under our existing policy.
Catherine explained that Volunteer Canada offers at this moment the best prices but it is time sensitive being March 31st
as the cut off date. They offer a reduced membership fee if
more than one branch signs up, it will be $75 and if more than
10, it would be $60.
Spring Membership Survey Results
Catherine Culley presented a spreadsheet, showing that over
200 members responded, out approximately 600 members.
Those who replied to the survey were entered into a draw for
the book History of Beekeeping in BC. The winner was Bill
Stagg.
A motion:
that the BCHPA positions of Statements and Resolutions be
approved by the membership at a general meeting (semi-annual or annual general meeting) was made by Gerry McKee,
seconded by Jeff Lee.
Discussion amongst the membership suggested that the Executive has to be able to respond quickly to situations that arise.
Mike Campbell made a motion to amend the motion to read:
That the BCHPA positions of Statements and Resolutions be
approved by the membership at a general meeting (semi-annual or annual general meeting), and normally, policy motions
are submitted to the membership. In emergency circumstances the Executive is empowered to make policy decisions and
submit them to subsequent general meetings for ratification.
Mike Campbell, Gerry McKee, seconded by Jeff Lee.
Yes: 40, No: 2. Motion carried.
Wayne Neidig extended thanks to Gerry McKee, who has
stepped down as the Canadian Honey Council Representative
and Canadian Honey Council Chair, for all his dedication to
the BCHPA and CHC.

Dan Mawson reported that 34 of their members joined the
BCHPA. They have extended an open door policy for guests
to attend up to 2 meetings without charge and if they do not
join their club a drop in fee is then levied at $5.00 per session.
An extra fee is also charged for attending educational days.
They no longer have a membership fee to join their club.
Ian Farber asked “How do you know if your members have
joined the BCHPA?”
Dan answered that he contacted the treasurer for this information.
Ian Farber also informed the members that a partnership in
apiary of more than 500 hives (be it husband/wife or just partners) one partner joins and both are on the membership list but
receive only one copy of the BeesCene.

Meeting broke for lunch at 12:00 until 1:15.

Mike Campbell informed the members that the BCHPA Constitution does not allow for Affiliated Clubs only Affiliated
Associations (Societies).

Meeting was adjourned. ❀

Gerry McKee asked about the liability insurance for the officers and directors.
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The Panel Discussion on Pesticides included Dr. Elizabeth
Elle, Professor, Simon Fraser University, Andre Flys, Ontario
Beekeepers Association, Gregory Sekulic, Agronomy Specialist, Canola Council of Canada and Dr. Maria Trainer, Managing Director, Science & Regulatory Affairs at CropLife. The
discussion was videotaped and is available on the public site
of the BCHPA website at http://www.bcbeekeepers.com/pesticides-forum
Voting sticks were collected, therefore it was not possible to
vote on the Pesticide Position, which was postponed to the
AGM.

By now, most people know that Wayne Neidig, that
consummate hard worker and Immediate Past President of the
BCHPA, passed away on July 6, at the age of 77. He died of
a cardiac arrest while staying at his vacation cottage on Piers
Island, near Swartz Bay. His celebration of life was held at his
son Darren’s house in Langley on July 26, well attended by
both family and friends, many of them beekeepers.
I want to share with you a little about Wayne that you
may not know. Many of us were aware of his enormous
capacity for volunteer work,
his strong opinions about how
things should be run, and his
deep love for his wife Sandra,
who he lost last year to what can
only be described as a failure of
the medical system to properly
diagnose injuries sustained in a
fall.
But I never heard Wayne
complain about the circumstances
of Sandra’s untimely death, and
it came as he was in the middle
of a titanic battle of his own to
beat leukemia. He was instead
resolute, and he threw himself
into his job as the President
of the BCHPA. He put on a
tremendous AGM in Richmond, and then passed the torch on
to others.
Even after that, Wayne continued to contribute, offering
advice and suggestions to the new Executive. He helpfully
pointed out some organizational issues, and when it became
apparent we were slow on organizing the trade show for
Courtenay, he willingly bellied up to the bar when I asked him
to help. He was so eager to help!
Two weeks before he died, he sent me a spreadsheet –
of course! – outlining all the tables he’d sold to our regular
supporters over the previous week. He’d managed to fill up all
the coffee sponsorship spots, and had put us firmly on the road
to profitability. He was nothing if not orderly and organized.
I and the Comox Valley Bee Club have big shoes to fill
in getting this next AGM in Courtenay finalized. This was
the measure of a man who
saw value in volunteering
and in supporting his fellow
beekeepers, and we are all the
better for it.
Wayne was the owner of
Neidig Apiaries, a commercial
operation that offered pollination
services and produced honey for
bulk sale. He was responsible
for organizing some of the
BCHPA’s
most
successful photo ~ Don Carter
AGMs in recent history, using
his vast knowledge and connections to bring in some of North
America’s best researchers, scientists and beekeepers to share
their knowledge with attendees.

Wayne shared his considerable
knowledge of beekeeping with
anyone and was a mentor to many
new beekeepers, young and old. He
never tired of offering the kind of
simple, sage help that kept his fellow
beekeepers on safe ground.
He began beekeeping only after he
retired in his early 50’s from his own
company, Neidig Electric. He
joined the Victoria Beekeepers
Association after seeing some
bee hives at a friend’s place on
Piers Island, near his vacation
cottage. But soon, like most
beekeepers, he felt the call to
expand, and grew to the point
that he once told a fellow
beekeeper he had 700 hives.
The funny thing is that for
all his volunteerism, advice
to beekeepers and support for
the provincial government’s
apiculture program, he kept his
own operations secret. When
he passed away even his best
friends didn’t know the extent of
his operations.
Wayne treated the provincial government as an ally and
supporter of beekeepers. On May 29 he joined most of the
rest of the Executive in Victoria in meeting James Mack, the
Assistant Deputy Minister of agriculture. He briefed the ADM
on important issues, and at the end of the meeting presented
him with a jar of Gerry McKee’s best honey.
Wayne is survived by his children Debbie (Eddie), Darren
(Jody), Duane (Laarne) and Darlene, and grandchildren
Jacqueline, Juliette, Jenessa, Joshua, Katelyn and Diane. He
is also survived by his brother Grant (Gail) and sister-in-law
Carla Schmidt; nieces and nephews; along with extended
family members and many friends.
The BCHPA gave a donation of $100 in his name to the
VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation. ❀
~ Jeff Lee

photo ~ Don Carter
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by Mark Winston
We often support the value of bees
with economic arguments, neglecting the dimension of values, the
principles we hold important and the
personal and environmental standards that should be at the heart of
beekeeping rather than at its fringes.
The current serious issues facing bees suggest it is time
for a new manifesto to guide beekeeping, one that recognizes
beekeepers as stewards of both managed and wild bees, promoters of healthy environments, managers of economically
sustainable apiaries and paragons of collaboration and cooperation. It’s time for some audacious thinking about the future
of beekeeping.
Such a manifesto might look something like this:
- Beekeepers are Stewards of their honey bees, lightly managing colonies with minimal chemical and antibiotic input.
- Beekeepers are Promoters of healthy environments in which
wild and managed bees can thrive, including reduced chemical inputs and mixed cropping systems in agricultural settings
and diverse unmanaged natural habitats in urban and rural
areas.
- Beekeeping is Economically Viable, so that hobbyists can
enjoy their bees with some honey to give away, sideliners
meet expenses with a bit of profit and commercial beekeepers
have a consistent and sustainable income sufficient to support
a family without the heavy personal stress associated with
contemporary beekeeping.
- Beekeeping organizations are Inclusive, Collaborative and
Cooperative, encompassing hobbyists with one hive to commercial beekeepers with thousands, wild bees enthusiasts to
honey bee keepers, and honey producers to pollinators, under
one umbrella organization that puts the health and prosperity
of bees and the environment that supports them first.
We need to recognize that the good old days are gone. Bees
are no longer able to respond with the resilience that allowed
us to manage honey bees intensively and depend on healthy
ecosystems for wild and managed bees to thrive. Today, pesticides are ubiquitous, diseases and pests rampant, and the diversity and abundance of bee forage has plummeted.
It’s a new day, and below are just a few suggestions for
what a manifesto-driven bee community might look like.
Note that every idea goes against conventional wisdom, but
keep in mind that these are not conventional times for bees:
Perhaps we can no longer take copious honey harvests
from our bees. If so, a good first step would be to take ¼ less
honey and feed that much less sugar.
Perhaps we should let colonies swarm every second year,
providing a break in the brood cycle that might diminish the
impact of varroa.
Perhaps we should move honey bees no more than once
for pollination, recognizing that honey bees are no longer
healthy enough to sustain multiple moves.
Perhaps honey bees should no longer be considered our
primary agricultural pollinator, but used to supplement wild
bee populations whose diversity and abundance we increase
by large-scale habitat enhancement in and around farms.
Perhaps we should allow only one varroa treatment per
year to prevent resistance.
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Perhaps we should eliminate
all antibiotic use, controlling
bacterial diseases like American
Foul Brood through a rigorous
inspection and burning regime,
as they do in New Zealand.
Perhaps we should cease the
practice of feeding pollen supplements in the spring, as we
now understand such feeding yields higher worker populations but weaker individual bees.
Perhaps research should rigorously analyze these “perhaps” ideas. Our research community has done a fabulous
job of elucidating why honey bees and wild bees are doing
poorly, but what we need now are bolder research directions
towards solutions.
Researchers tend towards the more glamorous high-tech
solutions, but those are unlikely to succeed and at best are far
down the road. Some old-fashioned, large-scale management
research is needed now, coupling studies of hive survival and
wild bee abundance and diversity with economic analyses of
what works best for beekeepers and crop pollination.
Here’s one example: I have been traveling quite a bit lately
promoting my new book “Bee Time: Lessons From the Hive,”
and I consistently encounter beekeepers who are not treating
for varroa, but rather breeding from surviving untreated colonies. They report colony survival rates as good or better as
those commercial beekeepers who treat heavily, but it’s all
anecdotal. Let’s test those claims more rigorously, by organizing national projects to compare untreated surviving colonies
to lightly or heavily chemically treated colonies.
Here’s another example: I know of no economic studies
that demonstrate moving bees for pollination is economically
superior to maintaining stationary apiaries, or that compare
moving bees once, twice or more. My own opinion is that the
extent of bee movement is a major contributing factor in the
poor colony survival we see across North America, with 42%
of colonies dying in 2013/2014 in the United States. But, I
know of no data that support or dismiss my hunch.
There is a changed mindset enveloped in my brief manifesto, one in which we consider the well being of bees as the
primary directive rather than economic prosperity or beekeeper convenience. Putting bees first is the only way managed
and wild bees will return to health, and beekeepers and farmers with bee-pollinated crops to prosperity.
I don’t know whether this manifesto is the right direction,
or the ideas above sound, but I do know that the status quo is
unsustainable.
There is a quote attributed to Einstein that is highly relevant for the future of beekeeping: “Insanity is doing the same
thing over and over again and expecting different results.”
Perhaps it’s time to challenge everything we have believed
about beekeeping with honey bees, and to boldly promote
wild bees to become our primary commercial-level pollinators.
Perhaps it’s time to be audacious.
Mark Winston is Professor and Senior Fellow at Simon
Fraser University’s Centre for Dialogue, and author of the
recent book “Bee Time: Lessons From the Hive.” This essay
originally appeared on Mark’s website at www.winstonhive.
com.

British Columbia Bee Breeders Association

Armstrong Apiaries
James Macdonald
Armstrong
jamesmacdonald@telus.net
250-546-3237
QN

Heather Higo
Langley
heather.higo@gmail.com
604-532-6904
QN

Ashcroft Honey
Joe & Marguerite Lomond
250-373-2540
marglomond@gmail.com
QN

Honeybee Centre
John Gibeau
Surrey
info@honeybeecentre.com
604-575-2337
QP

Bee Haven Farm
Steve & Gail Mitchell
Duncan
250-746-9916
beehaven@shaw.ca
QNP

Honey Bee Zen Apiaries
Jeff Lee
New Westminister
604-777-5430
info@honeybeezen.com
QN

Campbell's Gold Honey
Farm and Meadery
Mike and Judy Campbell
Abbotsford
www.bchoney.com
jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com
604-856-2125
QNP

Ian Bissonnette
Telkwa
250-877-3495
hometownhifi@yahoo.com
C

Caspian Apiaries
Hossein Yeganehrad
New Westminster
1-888-906-3938
www.caspianapiaries.com
info@caspianapiaries.com
NPQC
Flying Dutchman
Stan and Cheryl Reist
Nanaimo
flydutch@telus.net
250-390-2313
QNP
• B = Bulk Bees
• Q=Queens
• P = Packages
• C = Queen Cells
• N = Nucs
• S = Shook Swarm

Jinglepot Apiaries
Sol Nowitz
Nanaimo
250-753-9619
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
QNP
			
Kettle Valley Queens
Elizabeth Huxter
Grand Forks
lizandterry@gmail.com
250-442-5204
QN
Rod Jo Moody Apiaries
Rodney & Jo Moody
Cowichan Bay
rodjo@telus.net
250-743-1939
Q
			

Silver Star Apiaries
Richard Springborn
Vernon
rspringborn@gmail.com
250-379-2567
N
Similkameen Apiaries
Blair and Cheryl Tarves
2098 Ritchie Dr.
Cawston, BC V0X 1C2
250-499-2555
blairtarves@gmail.com
QN

Skeena Valley Apiary
Rudi Peters
Terrace
250-615-7404
www.skeenavalleyapiary.com
r.peters@telus.net
QN
Sunnyside Apiary
Nancy Leonard
Bowen Island
nancyhasbees@gmail.com
604-947-2240
N
Sweet Nechako Honey
Jon & Susan Aebischer
Vanderhoof
250-567-5037
Fax: 250-567-2177
sweet02@telus.net
www.sweetnechakohoney.ca
QN
		
Van Isle Apiaries
and Bee Products
Grant Stringer
Saanichton
250-652-9834
vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
QNB
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Clips
from the PasT
In the 1980's the Apiculture Program, led by
Doug McCutcheon, produced a quarterly Newsletter. Reproduced here from the Fall 1985 issue
is an informative article by John Gates on Wax
Moth. It seems as applicable now as it was then.

~ John Boone

••
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2015 BCHPA Annual General Meeting
The Comox Valley Bee Club is happy to be hosting the BCHPA 2015 AGM! It is already
May and time is fast approaching to hold our annual gathering of beekeepers from
across BC and beyond. The Comox Valley is located on Vancouver Island about
1 hour north of Nanaimo. It is comprised of the 3 towns of Comox, Courtenay and
Cumberland. The airport is located in Comox, just a few minutes away from the hotel
in Courtenay. This area was first settled by the Salish people and the name Comox is
derived from "Koumuckthay" meaning "Land of Plenty."
Thursday October 15
Wine and Cheese meet and greet.
Friday October 16
Business Day, Honey Contest,
Banquet, Auction and Entertainment.
Saturday October 17, Sunday October 18
Speakers include:
Les Eccles
Dennis van Engelsdorp
Stephen Pernal
Gerry Rozema
Medhat Nasr
Stephen Sheppard
Dewey Caron
Elina Lastro Niño
Mark Winston
Elizabeth Huxter

Early Bird Registration is now available until August 31st. Please visit our
website www.comoxvalleybeeclub.com and click the 2015 AGM tab. There
you will find information about the conference, registration (by cheque
or paypal), vendor info, spousal day, honey contest rules, hotel details,
information about the Comox Valley and more.
Rooms are being held at the Best Western, Westerly Hotel and Convention Center. Please remember to
mention you are with the BCHPA as they have extended to us a great room rate, beginning at $105 per
night and included a $7 food/beverage voucher per person per night. www.thewesterly.ca

If you have specific questions not answered here or on the website,
please contact me via email at jenn.dilfer@hotmail.com.

Hope to see you all at the 2015 AGM
in the Comox Valley

www.comoxvalleybeeclub.com 

www.bcbeekeepers.com
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British Columbia Honey Producers’ Association

2015 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM Jan 1 –Dec 31
Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
New Memberships and Renewals online at
http://www.bcbeekeepers.com/become-a-member-bchpa
Membership includes:
- One-year subscriptions to
BeesCene and Hivelights quarterly
publications.
- BCHPA Liability Insurance Policy
available for a fraction of what it
would cost individuals.
- Business Day of the BCHPA
Annual General Meeting in
October and the semi-annual
meeting in March without charge
(meals and Education Day not
included).
- Marketing (labels and brochures),
- Education opportunities
(symposiums, courses with
BCHPA-accredited instructors,
website)
- Ongoing Advocacy (government
and media relations).
- The BCHPA is a proud member
of the Canadian Honey Council,
working on our behalf.

Membership dues are based on the number of honey bee colonies you keep.

BCHPA MEMBERSHIP DUES
0 to 25 Hives
$40
26 to 50 Hives
$50
51 to 150 Hives
$60
151 to 300 Hives
$70
301 to 500 Hives
$120
501 to 1000 Hives
$130
Over 1000 Hives
$200
* OPTIONAL $5,000,000 BCHPA
GROUP LIABILITY INSURANCE
** OPTIONAL Additional
$1 million Forest Fire Fighting
Expense Endorsement

# of Hives _________

Includes
BeesCene & Hivelights
ADD ON $55

ADD ON $100

*** OPTIONAL DONATION
BC’s Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund
for Honey Bee Research
ADD ON
(tax registered charity, receipts issued)
**** SUBSCRIPTION ONLY
Note: BeesCene is Included
with Your BCHPA Membership
(this is meant for out-of-province)

$50 CAD

TOTAL $

New ❏ Renewal ❏
Please check here if renewing with an address change ❏

Name____________________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________
Phone (

Province ___________

)____________________________ Email ___________________________________________

Your local Bee Club ______________________
Please make cheques payable to

BCHPA, Treasurer,
P.O. Box 5594, Victoria, B.C. V8R 6S4

Thank you for supporting
Beekeeping in BC!
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Postal Code _______________________
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$5 Million Coverage for only $55 year!

Beekeepers understand that there’s strength in numbers.
Our Group Liability Insurance Policy
is the best value you’ll find.
If you’re worried about stings, or bee smokers, or other
related beekeeping risks – this is for you.
Note: coverage runs January 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015.
Effective date of coverage is based on date application and
payment is received at the BCHPA office.
Insurer will issue certificates in due course.

Regional Reports
Metro Vancouver
~ Allen Garr
The heat combined with the early
spring sped everything up, then
brought things to a relatively sudden
halt this year. Early on we had a strong
honey flow and early swarming.
People who were working their bees
as pollinators observed that for the first
time they can remember blueberries,
raspberries and blackberries (mostly
for nectar) were blooming at about the same time rather than
consecutively. By early July many thought whatever flow we
had was pretty well over unless you had bees in pumpkins. In
the city things seems to have slowed considerably, and folks
are thinking about pulling of the last of whatever honey they
have so they can start to treat in preparation for winter.
Many of you filled in the survey circulated by Paul van
Westendorp. Details are elsewhere. But the headline is this:
Last winter losses for beekeepers in BC with 30 or more hives
was 13 percent compared with Ontario for the same group
where it was 38 percent.
The dry weather did prove convenient for a most successful
field day attended by members of the Surrey, Langley and
Richmond clubs. Folks enjoyed a splendid feast of barbequed
salmon, fruit and vegetable salads and punch, then a tour of
a couple of hives that were opened mostly for the interest of
newbies.
One sad note. While Jeff Lee will have a proper obituary
elsewhere in the magazine, by the time you read this many of
us will have attended a celebration of life for our dear, kind
and generous friend, former president of the BCHPA Wayne
Neidig. He will be missed.
North Okanagan Report
~ Dan Mawson
For this report I thought I would draw
on the knowledge and experience
of some of our prominent area
beekeepers. Here is what they have
to say about the current bee scene, and
their forecast for the fall in the Central
and North Okanagan.
Chris Boulanger, Okanagan Bee Farm, Kelowna
I don’t harvest honey commercially but depend on it to raise
bees and queens. I constantly move frames of nectar/honey
between nucs and hives. Having said that I did put a hive on
a scale awhile back and it kept gaining weight until about
two weeks ago (around July 13), from then on the weight
has remained pretty much constant. This tells me the heavy
flow has ended which is early for this area. The output equals
the input - whatever nectar/honey the bees need to support
themselves on their foraging flights equals what they bring
into the hive; so no net gain, the hive just maintains itself.
That may be OK if the hive has a good honey reserve but if it
doesn’t, supplemental feeding will be required. What worries

me is that around where I live all the sub-shrubs, shrubs and
perennials are 3 to 4 weeks ahead of normal. What will be
blooming in August and September? Thank goodness for the
weeds in the ditches, that may be all that’s left. I foresee heavy
sugar syrup feeding in the coming months if you want your
hives to go into winter with a good reserve.
Darin Ingram, Ingram Farms, West Kelowna
For honey production I expect it to be slightly below to
average for the area. The heat has pretty much wiped out any
flow and the rain we have had so far is not going to help much.
If we get more rain in the next few weeks it may help. Wasps
are bad again at several of our yards, maybe as bad as they
were 2 years ago. This will have an impact on hive numbers
as the wasps may take out the weaker hives.
Helen Kennedy, Arlos Honey Farm, Kelowna
As we queened May 2nd our suits were wet with nectar flow.
The supers were thrown on immediately and it looked like an
excellent year for honey. Our first extraction was June 15th
where we had frames of fully capped honey. Then July came.
The high temperatures set several records and the bees quit.
Second extraction revealed very dry conditions and little or
no honey coming in. We also noticed a reduced population of
drones. The bees are telling us it is over – maybe the shortest
honey season ever! As we approach the long weekend in
August it feels more like the long weekend in September.
The wasps are full force so hives need to be tightened up and
traps monitored. It’s a good time to check for mites, watch for
robbing and remove all bare frames from the brood boxes.
If there is any sort of late honey flow, it will be for the bees
to winter on. Without an abundance of early honey, our
production this year will be only average.
Keith Rae, Vernon
Spring came early - the days were hot, the nights were warm.
The early spring plants helped the bees with large quantities of
pollen and nectar. The bees pushed the size of the brood nest
and because of the mild weather, the colonies did not suffer
from any brood die-off from chilled brood. I received my first
swarm referral May 4! I witnessed early drone populations
and early queen mating. The word of the summer is “dry”. We
had a good start to the flow, the first weeks of June brought
in about 20 lbs of surplus nectar per hive. Then the high 30+
degree-days put an end to that flow and the bees have been
maintaining themselves since then. The good news is that

Predator Control from Bears & Skunks etc!
Protect your Bee Hives
with Electric Nets Complete
with Posts – Wide Selection
ranging from 26” – 48” High
X 164’ Long
SOLAR • BATTERY
110 V • FENCE CONTROLLERS

Complete Portable Electric Systems • General Farm
Horse • Wildlife Exclusion • Vineyard • Aquaculture
Tel. 250-757-9677 Fax:250-757-9670
info@ferrisfencing.com www.ferrisfencing.com

Ferris Fencing 1-800-665-3307
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there is still a month of summer left. We received some good
rains in the last week of July and it has cooled down so we
may see an August flow.
Rick Plantinga, Kelowna
After spring arriving at least two weeks early, the fruit
blossom time was unusual as the cherry and apple pollination
period was compressed and overlapped resulting in more
hives required for pollination. In June, the usual rains were
skipped and we were into hot dry July weather. In spite of this,
we were surprised with some good nectar flows. Now some
of the June rains have arrived in July so we can only wait
and see what August will bring. Some of our other beekeepers
experienced problems with queen rearing and poorly mated
queens.
Thompson-Nicola
~ David Masurat
The Thompson-Nicola region consists
of the Thompson Nicola Regional
District, and encompasses Lillooet to
Pritchard, and Merritt to Blue River.
Kamloops Beekeepers got together
for their annual picnic at Russell
Jackson’s farm in Barnhartvale at
the beginning of June. There were
well over 50 people attending with
a cross section of novice to experienced apiarists. The tour
through Russell’s apiary was led by Diane Dunaway, our
bee inspector, and assisted by Joe Lomond and the venerable
Ted Kay. We dined on a sumptuous repast of BBQ chicken,
salads, fruits and mouth-watering desserts. It was difficult to
stop from taking one more little piece. During our leisurely
meal there was sharing of different situations found in various
colonies and no shortage of explanations and advice. A very
successful picnic and much thanks to Russell and Christine
for their hospitality.
This year there was some swarming in the area but not as
many reported as last year. The general consensus was that we
were two to three weeks early in seasonal conditions. Because
of the vast area we cover honey production varies but the
consistent limiting factor is lack of moisture from snowfall,
rain, and proximity to lakes, streams, and rivers and irrigated
fields. On the good side we have had some of the earliest
extractions in the last 30-40 years. Hobbyist beekeepers were
running out of honey supers and so had to do early extraction.
In some of the drier areas the nectar flow has stopped and
in other areas it has slowed down. Most are reporting a
better harvest than last year and they are approaching 75-80
pounds per colony. This is predicated on how much moisture
is available and whether the second cut alfalfa is allowed to
bloom. If one is fortunate to have cultivated blossoms then the
flow is fairly consistent between the 1st and 2nd cut. Russian
sage is absolutely vibrating with bees in gardens.
Mites seemed to have flourished this year and they have
had some devastating effects in hives. One beekeeper took
a picture of a couple of drone cells with nine mites in one
cell and 11 in the other. Suspected cause was the cool spring
weather when the treatment was applied but with another
treatment between honey flows the hive once again thrived.
Our area is susceptible to extreme dryness and those
fortunate to have large sources of water nearby are
experiencing good success. The difference can be as little as

42

Volume 31, #3 FALL 2015

2 kilometers from an irrigated field. Honey sales seem to be
brisk after an early sell out last year. For most beekeepers this
is promising to definitely be better than last year and maybe
overall a good year.
Terrace
~ Rudi Peters
To say that this summer so far has
been one for the books would be a
great understatement. Spring came
in early and warm which gave rise
to a great build-up ahead of schedule
which really was not that big of a deal
considering that all the fruit trees were
also early by about the same amount.
Then came June and we could have
been mistaken for having moved into the Okanagan valley with
temperatures hitting the 40’s. You guys can have that crazy
heat; the north coast is a rainforest, not a desert. This heat not
only produced lots and lots of flowers as there was still some
good moisture left in the ground, but it also produced yellow
jackets by the millions. We are starting to wonder if this is the
eleventh plague. I had three large honey production hives in
which the yellow jackets made a nest between the inner and
outer cover. To say that I was shocked is putting it mildly.
With so many yellow jackets the success of virgin queens
going on mating flights and returning to the hives alive took a
very sharp drop. On the up side, everyone seems to be having
an incredible year for honey production. In July we got a
couple of weeks of rain, thank goodness. In August they are
calling for the resumption of our normal heat, mid-twenties;
if this comes around we could be looking at a very good year
for honey.
Peace Region
~ Kerry Clark
As of the end of July, it’s been a
very good year in the Peace Region.
Crops had adequate moisture and the
region had unusually warm weather
in May and June. Our spring “cool”
spells were just a couple of degrees
above the level that damages plants
and blooms. It’s going to be a good
year for bumblebees and berries, and
I’m expecting honey crops near 200 pounds per colony. The
warmer conditions don't always have positive outcomes:
strong honey flows sooner than expected and still going strong
have resulted in more swarming than seen for many years, and
for the first time in 20 years, my greenhouse zucchini plants
(and those of several others) are badly affected by powdery
mildew.. who could predict that?
I am co-operating in the National Bee Diagnostic Centre’s
survey for the prevalence and distribution of bee diseases. It
has been very interesting to become aware of more beginning
beekeepers than I expected, as well as several beekeepers who
have been operating hundreds of colonies in the region. It’s
pleasant to see young families embarking on beekeeping as a
business, using methods like SINGLE BOX brood chambers
(summer and winter), or people in isolated areas who still feel
they have no varroa mites. The Peace could again become a
major beekeeping area. I know about the program planned for

the Annual Convention in Courtenay, and I’m greatly looking
forward to it. I hope to see you there.
Prince George
~ John Phillips
While writing this report in early
August it appears this year’s honey
crop is not consistent in the region.
The weather pattern was really mixed
in and around the city. Sporadic rain
downpours and plenty of sun brought
lots of nectar from fireweed and clover
in some areas but not in other areas.
While some beekeepers began taking
off their honey during July, which is earlier than usual for this
area, others are not finding much honey in their hives.
At our July meeting we had two presentations by club
members. One was on a homemade vacuum collector for
swarms. The prototype was designed to quickly collect the
bees in a gentle way. The other presentation was on a Flow
Hive with a demonstration of how a flow through honey
frame works. The frame design uses a cam wheel model
to open split honey cells and allows the honey to flow out.
This system is suggested as a convenient way to access the
honey without the work of the extraction process. However, it
doesn’t consider the necessity of managing the bee hive and
its health. It will be interesting to see if beekeeping and the
bees really benefit from this method.
Sunshine Coast
~ Allan Cobbin
The Sunshine Coast lived up to its
name throughout June and July with
no rain and continuous cloudless
skies. As blackberry blossoms provide
a large part of our honey yield, they
were disappearing all too rapidly.
Most members (many of whom are
backyard hobbyists) reported that
this shorter than usual major honey
flow resulted in some colonies not bringing in the average
that they have come to expect although the strongest colonies
have produced in their usual fashion. Concerning the weather
though, I do know that in November we will be remembering
our spring and summer weather!
The Club’s hives at Sechelt’s Botanical Gardens produced
well in spite of quite a few swarms, and several queens were
replaced with some which we raised at the site. At our last
meeting several Dadant honey supers were removed and one
member kindly offered to do the extracting for the Club. The
money from the sale of this honey will be used for purchasing
beekeeping supplies and colony upkeep at the Gardens. Rob

Haines and Harry Meier and some others provided regular
supervision and instruction on a weekly basis for our newer
members. You just can’t beat hand-on demonstrations!
Instead of our Annual Field Day, the Executive has decided
on a Bee Crawl on August 9th. Six members have agreed to
show their sites and we are planning on 30 minutes at each
place to illustrate electric fencing, hive placements etc. Again,
this exercise will be of considerable benefit to our newer
members and “wannabe” beekeepers and might even provide
some ideas for those more experienced. This will be followed
by our usual potluck dinner at the Botanical Gardens.
Nothing further from the Sunshine Coast except my usual
quarterly quote which may be of value to some: “Good
judgment comes from experience and experience comes from
bad judgment.”
South Okanagan
~ Blair Tarves
The main honey flows are over now.
All that’s left until the fall pollen
flows is a little goldenrod and white
clematis. This was an exceptional
year for milkweed, and some yards
near irrigated alfalfa did very well.
There was more Birdsfoot trefoil than
usual, but much less sweet clover.
The Similkameen River is at 29%
of it’s average flow, and may go dry
this year, like it did in 1903. One large yard near the river in
Princeton has steadily lost weight since June, and far from
providing a surplus of honey, will need to be fed sugar and

Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing
Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill

Box 100
Bulyea, Saskatchewan
SOG 0L0

Phone: 306-725-4820
Fax: 306-725-3193
www.lambacres.ca
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pollen before winter.
A major concern in the South Okanagan is the discovery that
Alberta hives which overwinter here may have been exposed
to the Small Hive Beetle while pollinating blueberries in New
Brunswick. Migrating Alberta hives are used for thousands
of tree fruit sets throughout the Okanagan Valley. This is the
perfect way to quickly disseminate a pest over a wide area; a
pest that may thrive in our temperate valley with it’s sandy
soils. I hope that the BCHPA and the Ministry of Agriculture
use every precaution to keep this threat at bay.
If all or part of the Okanagan became quarantined because
of a disease or pest (as happened when the tracheal mite
first appeared) local bee breeders and nuc producers would
be hit hard. If a quarantine was enacted in the spring before
migratory beekeepers had left for home, 10,000-30,000
hives could be locked up in narrow, nectar poor valleys. The
financial damage would be extravagant.
Fraser Valley
~ Courtney White
Well, it’s been a pretty fast season
here in the Fraser Valley. It feels like
September already. The weather has
been extremely dry and all the major
honey flows are now done for the
season. Most beekeepers have their
honey extraction well underway or
already completed. Wasps are starting
to become an issue now that the honey flow is pretty much
over. The bald faced hornets are particularly bad this year,

e

North Vancouver Island
~ Gerry Rozema
Summer on the north island has been
hot and dry. After an early spring
which produced an above average
spring honey harvest for most folks in
the area, things got very dry so wildfire
hazards became the main distraction.
As it went last year, flows from the
blackberry bloom were hit and miss
depending on the area, with more miss than hit in general.
Folks who move bees into the higher country for the fireweed
bloom have the hives up in the mountains now, and many of
those who don’t move them have been forced to feed bees
thru July. Early reports from up in the higher country suggest
the fireweed patches will produce a good crop again this year.
On a more local note, the fall fair season is approaching, and
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Save the date for our 38th
Annual 2015 WAS Conference
in Boulder, Colorado
“Healthy Bee — Bee Healthy”
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ripping bees apart even outside the hive. Local queens have
been selling for as high as $40 each.
The Honey Bee Centre held its annual Honey Bee Festival
July 25-26. This year they featured bee beards, beekeeping
demos and an artisan market.
The local beekeeping community was shocked to hear
about the passing of Wayne Neidig in early July. Wayne
was an excellent person to talk to about bees, and he always
gave sound advice especially to beginners. A well attended
celebration of life was held for Wayne in Langley on July
26th. He will be dearly missed at club meetings and bee
events around the province.
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Hosted by: Colorado State Beekeepers Association (CSBA)
Vendor/sponsor opportunities available!
www.coloradobeekeepers.org/western-apicultural-society-was-meeting
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the topic of discussion at club meetings has turned to preparing
honey for show. For our own local club in the Comox valley
this is a doubly important subject this year. Aside from the
normal honey competition at the Comox Valley Exhibition in
late August, we are also hosting the BCHPA Annual General
Meeting in October, with yet another local honey competition
to enter.
As the BCHPA rep for the north island, I would be
remiss not to take this opportunity to write a little about the
preparations in progress for what we expect to be a great
event. We have made a departure from the normal format, and
added a second day of bee education to the agenda with the
Sunday wrap up carefully timed to leave plenty of ferry and
flight options as folks depart. By adding the second day to the
education agenda, we made it possible to fit in a wider variety
of talks and presentations for beekeepers of all stripes, from
those earning a living with thousands of hives, to somebody
with one hive in the backyard.
For the last issue of the BeesCene I wrote an article on what
we learned during our first season of keeping a hive on a scale
with fully automated electronic monitoring. For the upcoming
AGM we are preparing a follow up, targeted to a slightly
different audience. Year 1 was all about learning the local
flows. I’ve been up and down the island doing a presentation
for various bee clubs about the lessons learned from our
first year with a hive on a scale, a talk targeted mostly for
relative newcomers to beekeeping. For the upcoming AGM
I’ll be presenting the next in that series, targeted specifically
at the more commercial aspects of bee management. Titled
‘The Hive Scale as a Management Tool to Help Maximize
Revenue’, the first slide reads: It’s all about the (M/H)oney.

GOOD THINGS
COME IN SMALL PACKAGES

Glass Jars
in a variety
of Sizes and Shapes

(604) 270-0111

140 – 9200 Van Horne Way, Richmond B.C. V6X 1W3

www.richardspackaging.com

A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia
from 1950 to 2000 written by Douglas M. McCutcheon

This book is about us and our industry and what it means to be a
beekeeper in BC, following in the footsteps of pioneer beekeepers.
The History of Beekeeping in British Columbia from 1950 – 2000 is the
result of more than 10 years of talking with beekeepers, inspectors and
specialists around the province, and searching out records, reports and
files. Doug McCutcheon, with the help of wife Eileen, organized it all
into a readable journey through the history of our industry, illuminated
by delightful encounters with some of the innovative and resilient men
and women who have chosen to make beekeeping a way of life.
As Doug says: “In the fifty years I write about, there have been great
changes in beekeeping in our province.
There are a lot of great stories! Enjoy the read!”

Purchase details: $29.95 each plus shipping.
Contact Irene Tiampo for further details
treasurer@bcbeekeeper.com

$29.95

plus Shipping

Any proceeds realized by the sale of this book above and beyond retrieving the cost of production
are kindly directed by the author to the
Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund for Honey Bee Education and Research.
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I’m looking forward to meeting many of you in October,
it’s going to be a great weekend.
West Kootenays
~ Dave Johnson
This has been a year of accelerated
seasons where we barely had time for
spring before moving into summer.
Most beekeepers are experiencing a
reduced honey crop this year due to the
very hot and dry conditions. Personally
we have experienced normal buildup
of packages but advanced build up of
overwintered colonies. The end result
seems to be the overwintered hives were more ready for the
early flow and have produced more honey than the packages,
which in a normal year would have been ready for the flow but
this year were not quite up to speed.
We are taking honey off early to allow for early mite
treatments and enough time for any later flows to gain
winter stores. Everything we have grown this year is ahead
of schedule and the bee hives and their forage have been no
different.
Our end of June field day this year was not really well
attended and probably due to the 39 degree day we had.
Mostly we sat in the shade and did a lot of talking. You can
imagine the stories beekeepers have to tell when they have
nothing else to to. The visit to the bee yard was HOT and brief
but instructional, with Lance Cuthill and Alex Krause there to
expand on everyone’s knowledge base.
South Vancouver Island
~ Matt Tooley
The story this season on the South
Island has been one of micro-climates.
While most of us were in drought
conditions, the nature of the valleys
around Cowichan meant that what
little humidity there was sometimes
coalesced in actual rainfall for these
lucky spots. That said, like most of the
rest of the province, summer has hit
us and with that people are needing to keep an eye on their
stores. Mercifully, I haven't heard many reports of starvation
and we should be seeing a break in the weather soon.
Our mild winter conditions, while giving us a nice early
start, has also meant that we're seeing more wasps/yellow
jackets than last year. A couple of months ago I heard my first
report of a hive killed by them, and I spoke just a few minutes
ago to someone with a hive that shared a similar fate. ❀

BC Bee Supply
Beekeeping supplies & equipment.
We buy and sell - beeswax - bee pollen - propolis

Burnaby, B.C.
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Saskatraz breeding stock
available in 2016
Queen cells from tested Saskatraz breeders ($20).
Closed population mated breeder queens ($300).
Out-crossed breeder queens ($100).
Saskatraz stock carrying VSH trait added in 2012, also available
as queen cells and mated queens in May 2016. Inquire.
US-raised Saskatraz hybrid production queens are available
April 15th to August 15th ($30 US). These hybrids will produce
pure Canadian Saskatraz drones for stud use.
All breeding stock tested and certified.
See www.saskatraz.com for breeding information and updates.
Saskatraz stock bred in Saskatchewan for honey production,
wintering ability and resistance to mites and brood diseases.

Email a.j.robertson@sasktel.net
or phone (306)-373-9140
cell (306)-270-6627 for prices and availability.

BOONE HODGSON WILKINSON FUND
Funding the Study of Apiculture in British Columbia
Since 1965
Applications
are processed
during the winter
months.
For further
information
or donations
please contact:
SECRETARY-TREASURER
Dr. John Boone
3830 West 37th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6N 2W3
Tel 604-266-9301
jboone@telus.net
2015 DIRECTORS
John Boone
Ian Farber • Joe Lomond • Bob Meredith

CRA Registered Charity
Receipts for tax purposes will be issued
for donations of $20.00 or more.

Classifieds
COWAN 28 FRAME EXTRACTOR for sale, has steam uncapper wax spinner honey sump and pump and 1500 lb tank
with hot water coils in it. Works very well. Phone Tom at 250956-3920. Located in Port McNeill, BC.
BARRELS & TOTES FOR SALE 45 Gallon stainless steel
barrels, food grade, closed top, with two bungs, $100. 45 Gallon plastic barrels, food grade, open top, with lid & fastener,
$45. 250 Gallon (1000 litres) food grade tote, with steel cage,
plastic bottom, $140. Call Jim Curry at (250)562-9463 (daytime), (250)967-4580 (evenings). Prince George, B.C.
3 BEDROOM HOUSE, LARGE CERTIFIED HONEY
HOUSE, 2.6 ACRES, 500 HIVE EQUIPMENT, TRUCKS,
GRAND FORKS, BC. The honey house: retail sales office,
220V and 100V electrical service, natural gas heat, 3 piece
bathroom, Cowan Uncapper chain drive machine, Kelley
Jumbo capping wax melter, Kelley 72 frame auto shut off extractor, 8 foot stainless steel uncapping trough, baffled stainless steel sump tank (1200 lb capacity), Kelley 5 G.P.M. sump
pump, Cook and Beals heat exchange unit, 2 stainless steel
storage tanks 2,000 lb and 5,000 lb, 1.5" piping with stainless steel "s" ferrule connectors, 3/4" warm water heating system throughout tanks, 2 trucks: 1980 GMC 7000-20' flat deck
equipped with a 24' Kelley boom and a 1991 GMC 3500 Vandura, 1 ton cube van. Contact Jennifer Brock at Macdonald
Realty: (250) 446-2288.

HAND-RAISED B.C. HERITAGE QUEENS, available
May 16th - Sept. 14th $35.00 each, marked. Also, 4-frame
nucs headed by these remarkable Queens available May 23rd
- Sept. 30th. Call for prices Blair and Cheryl Tarves, Similkameen Apiaries (250)499-2555
WANTED: DARK BEES Northern Ontario beekeeper looking for European dark bees, AMM variety. Hives, nucs or
mated queens. wleblanc@personainternet.com
RETIREMENT SALE Vancouver bee supplies business for
sale. Established and growing. $25K monthly revenue. Please
send inquiries to beekeeping25@shaw.ca

Honey Production
Canada produces 75 million pounds of honey annually.
Approximately one third of the crop is from AB, one third
from SK and MB, one third from rest of country. Half of
all honey produced is exported, 80-90% is exported to
the USA. - Canadian Honey Council
Typically there’s more demand than supply
for quality BC honey!
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BEES ARE SOCIAL
Do you know your
neighbours?

MITE AWAY QUICK STRIPS
Reinfestation can be a major problem. Know the bees around
your area. Keep your treatment results lasting longer.
Treat all colonies in your yard at the same time to prevent
reinfestation.

Keep your bees cozy in the winter.

BEE COZY WINTER HIVE WRAP
NOW Available in Bundle Packs!

To learn more visit www.NODGLOBAL.com or call 866 483 2929
HEALTHY BEES. HEALTHY PLANET.

48

Volume 31, #3 FALL 2015

