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It's been hot and dry across parts of our province this summer, 
and this trend continues in a few places. There have been re-
ports from beekeepers around BC about nectar flows slowing 
down and even stopping with the lack of rain. Down in the our 
valley, the asters are nearly finished and much of the thistle 
has gone to seed, but the sweet clover is still going strong. I 
find it hard when highways mows the ditches which is about 
the only place it grows here, but it ends up giving us a second 
round at a time of year when there isn't much nectar left. Like 
most legumes it has a taproot which is the reason it doesn't 
suffer in the heat. Apparently it can penetrate the soil up to 2 
meters...that would explain why it seems to thrive in the pave-
ment on the side of the road.

The fireweed is still going but the buds at the top of the 
plant which bloom last are in some places drying up. The 
only other plant that doesn't seem to be suffering in the heat is 
goldenrod. We didn't notice much of it in our first years here, 
and we have been watching the plants closely of course, since 
we've had bees. In spots where there used to be just a couple 
of them, there are now big swaths. They seem to proliferate 
during summers when it is hot.

During times like these I can see why urban bees or those 
near irrigated crops continue to thrive, even in the heat. I doubt 
that the bees here are bringing in much nectar, and any honey 
we give to them disappears fast (besides what the bumble-
bees get). They are bringing in a few different kinds of pollen, 
however, in a greater amount than they did this time last year.

It pays to watch the plants when you keep bees. Over time 
patterns of bloom become clear and it's important to know 
what is available and how healthy the plants are, whether they 
are producing well or not. We've learned the hard way that 
when food sources dry up in the middle of the summer that's 
not necessarily a good thing for the bees. 

I've thought many times about starting a record of these 
kinds of things, keeping a journal. It takes discipline and that's 
something I'm short on, but I could get in the habit. Keeping 
track of day to day things seems trivial in the moment but how 
many of you have tried to remember what was happening at 
this time last year, and wondered about bloom times and what 
was available when? It's the same thing keeping records in the 
beeyard. Takes discipline and time and seems trivial at first 
but over the years becomes a useful resource.

Ian came home the other day, one of the hottest days of this 
year and any year in recent memory, and was talking about 
winter. How it's coming soon, how we have to start thinking 
about it now. Wise one, that one. He's right. It pays to start get-
ting in the habit of thinking ahead, even well ahead of where 
you think is ahead. How many of you have spent late fall 
wishing you'd gotten your winter prep started a little sooner? 

It isn't too late, however, to sign up for the upcoming con-
ference in Richmond. Spaces will go fast so get your registra-
tion in, there are speakers coming that you won't want to miss. 
Good luck wrapping up your busy season with the bees...
enjoy the rest of the summer and we'll see some of you in 
September. ❀
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With the BCHPA Annual General Meeting fast approaching 
our Convention committee has been busy in organizing the 
three day event.

Our website has a complete agenda of the three days along 
with an application form that can be either paid for online 
using PayPal or by mailing in your registration to Shelley 
Armstrong whose address is on the application form. The 
Delta Airport Hotel has advised us that the maximum number 
the Conference Room will seat according to fire regulations 
is 200. In view of this registration will be dealt with on first 
come first serve basis.

Lianne Shyry has been busy in organizing the Honey Con-
test and information can be found on the website. Larry Lin-
dahl has taken on the task of judging all of the entries, and 
ribbons will be awarded at the banquet to the winners in each 
category.

Julia Common has organized a great day of adventure for 
our significant others program, please refer to our website for 
more information on this as well. 

Others behind the scenes that are doing a huge amount of 
work to ensure this conference is successful are as follows and 
we thank them for their effort and time.

Laurie Hasiuk has been developing all of these wonderful 
registrations and agendas that can be found on the website and 

is also putting together 
our conference booklet.

Shelley Armstrong 
is handling all of our 
registrations. This in it-
self is a major task.

Ron Schroeder is 
not only the developer 
of our website but has 
been assisting us in 
getting conference in-
formation online.

Amanda Goodman Lee and Jeff Lee are looking after ad-
vertising and soliciting items for our Live Auction, and Leigh 
McGinity and Betty Farber will be looking after our Silent 
Auction.

A thank you to all those individuals who have volunteered 
to introduce speakers.

As you can see in order to put on a successful event it can-
not be accomplished without the help and input from many 
individuals and on behalf of the Executive and membership of 
the BCHPA I would like to extend our thanks and appreciation 
to all of the above for all their hard work. ❀

From the President

Wayne Neidig
BCHPA President
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AgAinst the 
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BCHPA CENTRAL EXECUTIVE AND REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 2014

President Wayne Neidig
 9090 Birch Place, Delta, BC V4C 7M4 

tel 604.591.1385
email: president@bcbeekeepers.com

1st Vice-President Barry Denluck
551 Prince Robert Drive, Victoria BC, V9B 1E1

tel 250.900.5159
email: firstvicepresident@bcbeekeepers.com

2nd Vice-President Kerry Clark
 PO Box 2090

Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4K8
          tel 250.782.6646  

email: secondvicepresident@bcbeekeepers.com
secretary / treasurer Irene Tiampo

PO Box 5609 Station B, Victoria, BC V8R 6S4
tel 250.216.7601

email: secretary@bcbeekeepers.com
canadian Honey council Gerry McKee

5430 Portland St., Burnaby, BC V3J 2R4
                  tel 604.436.1614
           email: chcrepresentative@bcbeekeepers.com
immediate Past President  Stan Reist

6124 Metral Drive Nanaimo V9T 2L6
tel 250.390.2313

email: flydutch@telus.net
Prince GeorGe  John Phillips

  2595 Ellison Drive, Prince George, BC V2M 3S2
tel 250.564.6531   email: jphillips@telus.net

cariboo reGion  Katie Rasmussen
tel 778.466.3634    

email: rasmussen.katie@gmail.com
West Kootenays  Dave Johnson
 726 Ogilvie Rd, Nelson BC V1L 6P9 
 tel 250.229.4765, fax 250.229.5674

email:  beejohnson@shaw.ca
east Kootenays   Michael Malmberg

Box 10, Fort Steele, BC  V0B 1N0 
tel 250.489.3068     

email: mmalmberg@cintek.com
metro VancouVer Jeff Lee

Unit 41504, London Place
New Westminster, B.C. V3M 4K7 

tel 604.777.5430
email: jeff@honeybeezen.com

Peace riVer  Kerry Clark
 PO Box 2090

Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4K8
    tel 250.782.6646  email: kccsclark@gmail.com

nortH oKanaGan R.W. Bob Chisholm
331 Valley Rd, Kelowna, BC V1V 2E5

tel 250.762.2203  email: bobnkaye@shaw.ca
 soutH oKanaGan Blair Tarves
  208 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, BC V0X 1C2 
  tel 250.499.2555  email: blairtarves@gmail.com
 soutH VancouVer island Matt Tooley 

tel 250.812.7112  mrtooley@hotmail.com

nortH VancouVer island   Gerry Rozema
 3072 York Road, Campbell River, BC V9H 1A8

tel 250.923.9466    gerryr@rozeware.com
sunsHine coast   Allan Cobbin
  2737 Lower Road, Roberts Creek, BC  V0N 2W4 
  tel 604.886.7006    email: alcobbin@dccnet.com
 Fraser Valley   Courtney White 

4530 198 Street, Langley BC V3A 1E8
tel 604.309.1684

email: courtney.leigh.white@gmail.com
terrace-smitHers Rudi Peters

4524 Haugland ave., Terrace, B.C.  V8G 1G3
tel 250.615.7404  email: r.peters@telus.net

boone, HodGson, WilKinson trust Fund 
Dr. John Boone

3830 West 37th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6N 2W3
  tel 604.266.9301    email: jboone@telus.net
librarian/ education  Ian Farber
  3249 Schubert Rd, Kamloops, BC  V2B 6Y4
  tel 250.579.8518   email:  Ian_Farber@telus.net
BC bee breeders association President        
 Barry Denluck

3301 Port Washington Road
Pender Island, B.C.

email: President@BCBeeBreeders.ca
tel: 250.900.5159
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Compiled by CAPA National Survey 
Committee and Provincial Apiarists: 
Paul Kozak (chair), Steve Pernal, Mela-
nie Kempers, Rheal Lafreniere, Anne 
Leboeuf, Medhat Nasr, Geoff Wilson, 
Jessica Morris, Paul van Westendorp, 
Chris Maund, Chris Jordan, Steve Tat-
trie, David Ostermann.

In 2014, the Canadian Association of 
Professional Apiculturists (CAPA) Na-
tional Survey Committee developed a 
core set of questions that the Provincial 
Apiarists surveys could use to report 
on honey bee wintering losses in their 
province. The following report is a sum-
mary of the reported winter losses from 
the provincial surveys.
Over the winter of 2013/14, the aver-

age level of wintering loss of honey 
bee colonies (i.e. colony mortality or 
colonies too weak to be commercially 
productive at less than 3 frames of bees) 
across Canada was 25.0% (Table 1). 
Ontario experienced 58.0 percent win-
ter mortality. When Ontario’s numbers 
are removed from calculation the na-
tional mortality drops to 19.2 percent. 
This level of winter loss is considered 
a high winter loss for most Canadian 
beekeepers in comparison to long term 
acceptable level of winter losses (15%), 
as described by beekeepers. The level 
of winter loss varied among provinces, 
regions within each province and from 

beekeeper to beekeeper within each re-
gion.

Factors Cited by Beekeepers:
Weather was seen as a major factor con-
tributing to winter loss for many bee-
keepers across Canada. The winter of 
2013/14 was cold and long. The spring 
weather was cold and wet in many areas 
which created unsuitable conditions for 
honey bee colonies to develop. Com-
mon starvation (lack of feed), cold star-
vation (inability of bees to access stored 
honey in the hive) and colonies which 
were weak in the fall not surviving the 
winter were most commonly reported 
as problems across Canada. Poor spring 
build-up may have a longer lasting ef-
fect as weaker colonies at the time of 

honey flow will reduce the total honey 
crop for 2014. Other concerns cited by 
beekeepers included poor queen health, 
Nosema in Alberta and Saskatchewan 
and unknown causes. Additionally, in 
Ontario and Quebec, some beekeepers 
cited acute and chronic pesticide dam-
age or lack of sufficient recovery from a 
pesticide incident the previous year as a 
contributing factor in winter mortality.
In a pattern that is similar to the 2012/13 
report, it is worth noting that although 
Varroa is still understood to be a seri-
ous problem in beekeeping, there were 
fewer concerns cited by beekeepers, 
indicating that many of the treatment 

options can work well when properly 
applied. When products are not used in 
a timely manner, mortality can still be 
elevated as is evidenced by individual 
beekeepers reporting high winter losses 
attributed to Varroa mites.

Varroa control:
The vast majority of beekeepers in 
Canada are managing Varroa levels at 
regular intervals through chemical and 
cultural means. The continued manage-
ment of Varroa in honey bee colonies 
is widely recognized as one of the pri-
mary goals with respect to maintaining 
honey bee health. There are a variety 
of chemical options available to bee-
keepers. Beekeepers in Canada are still 
regularly using organic acids as part of 
the rotation of chemical treatments, but 
continue to rely heavily on synthetic 
treatments, particularly Apivar. In some 
provinces beekeepers use more organic 
acids or essential oils and less synthetic 
miticides. The efficacy of these chemi-
cal options can be affected by several 
factors including; time of treatments, 
pattern of use, ambient temperature, 
and resistance levels in Varroa mite 
populations. The development and use 
of new methods of Varroa control in an 
integrated pest management framework 
is therefore essential to the sustainabil-
ity of mite control for the beekeeping 
industry in Canada. The promotion of 
monitoring and using effective con-
trol options continues to be the focus 
of many extension and education pro-
grams to keep a healthy honey bee in-
dustry. Beekeepers’ awareness of these 
principles and the adoption of best man-
agement practices that incorporate good 
food safety practices are regarded as the 
future direction for this industry.

Nosema:
Nosema is still considered a serious 
pathogen across Canada that can influ-
ence colony survival. In Saskatchewan, 
for example, the prevalence of Nose-
ma spp. was cited as one of the major 
reasons for colony mortality in some 
beekeeping operations. In past years 
the dominant species of this parasite, 
Nosema apis, was recognized as caus-
ing mortality over winter, with levels 

*Note: calculated from the percent winter kill reported in the survey of beekeepers mul-
tiplied by the total number of colonies reported to Statistics Canada in the fall of 2013.
** Note: Calculated as total estimated mortality in Canada divided by the total estimated 
number of colonies in Canada wintered.

CAPA Statement on 
Honey Bee Wintering Losses in Canada (2014)
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increasing in severity as the winter progressed, peaking in 
early spring. Fumagillin treatments have been demonstrated 
to suppress levels of Nosema apis and also have been shown 
to affect spore production with the more recently-discovered 
and now dominant species, Nosema ceranae. Seasonal rela-
tionships between Nosema ceranae and its impact on colony 
health continue to be investigated.

Pesticides:
There are still many concerns amongst beekeepers regard-
ing the potential chronic and sub-lethal impact of pesticides 
and agrochemicals (particularly systemic insecticides such 
as neonicotinoids). Documented incidents of pesticide expo-
sure and colony damage during the regular season in recent 
years (2009 to 2013) in the provinces of Quebec, Ontario, and 
Manitoba have contributed to these concerns. There are con-
cerns amongst some beekeepers, particularly in Ontario and 
Quebec, that exposure to neonicotinoid insecticides during the 
spring and summer may lead to increased stress to colonies 
contributing to winter loss.

Further Work:
CAPA continues to be in close contact with scientists from 
various countries around the world, including the U.S., work-
ing on colony losses and bee decline. Members of CAPA have 
also been actively monitoring the status of bee health across 
the country and are sharing scientific information. Research-
ers within CAPA are active in evaluating alternative control 
options for Varroa mites, methods of integrated pest manage-
ment (IPM) for honey bees and the breeding of queen stock 
more tolerant of diseases and mites. In several regions of Can-
ada workshops have been conducted to promote IPM practic-
es to beekeepers with particular attention given to surveillance 
programs to monitor pests and diseases, with emphasis on 
Varroa mites and Nosema spp. Attention has also focused on 
proper disease identification, winter management, rotation of 
treatments and discouraging off-label use of control products.
Members of CAPA, in cooperation with the Canadian Hon-
ey Council, are also pursuing the registration of alternative 
products for Varroa control in Canada. Other areas of research 
that CAPA members are currently pursuing include studies of 
Varroa control measures, Nosema treatment, honey bee im-
munity, honey bee viruses, genetic expression of honey bee 
responses to disease, the impacts of neonicotinoid pesticides 
on the short and long-term health of honey bees, the biology 
of new and emerging bee pests, best management practices to 
promote the health of colonies and nation-wide surveillance 
of honey bee pests and diseases.

Conclusion:
The level of mortality for honey bee colonies over the winter 
of 2013/14 was high at 25.0 percent, although when Ontario 
is removed from the calculation the winter mortality is 19.6 
percent. Preliminary analysis of mortality in Ontario indi-
cates that a proportion of beekeepers had much lower level of 
mortality (9 to 22%) compared to provincial average. Further 
analysis by the Ontario government will be conducted for the 
Ontario 2013/14 wintering data. This year winter mortality 
across Canada follows an elevated year of colony winter mor-
tality in 2012/13. It should be stressed that it is important to 
look at the long term, multi-year trend of winter mortality in 
Canada (Figure 1). It is important to consider variations, by 

region, beekeeping operations and year. It is notable that the 
winter losses has been reduced by 25 per cent, going from as 
high as 35% from 2007-2008 down to on average 20 percent 
since 2009/10.
Responses from provincial surveys indicated that weather, 
poor queens, weak colonies in fall, Nosema, Varroa and pes-
ticides were possible causes of reported wintering losses. 
Clearly the impacts of pest, pathogen and environmental fac-
tors continue to be a challenge through the year to beekeepers 
across Canada. There are a variety of strategies that have been 
pursued to address these challenges including applied and ba-
sic research, biosecurity practices, pest and pathogen monitor-
ing and surveillance, and responses to pesticide kill incidents 
through incident reports and data collection. There are also 
regulatory actions to address bee pests and pathogens that 
may threaten the industry are considered. Technology transfer 
and extension services to beekeepers promoting best manage-
ment practices have been supported. The future of beekeeping 
will depend on a multi-factorial approach to address risks as-
sociated with honey bee health and industry development and 
sustainability in Canada.

For more information about this and other CAPA activities, 
please contact CAPA executive team:
Medhat Nasr, President
Medhat.nasr@gov.ab.ca Tel: (780) 415-2314 
or (780) 554-1566
Pierre Giovenazzo, Vice President
Pierre.giovenazzo@bio.ulaval.ca Tel: (418) 286-3353 (272)
Shelley Hoover, Secretary/Treasurer
shelley.hoover@gov.ab.ca  ❀

Figure 1.  Average national Wintering Mortality 
Percentage in Canada for 2006/07 to 2013/14

Predator Control from Bears & Skunks etc!

Tel. 250-757-9677 Fax:250-757-9670
 info@ferrisfencing.com  www.ferrisfencing.com

Ferris Fencing   1-800-665-3307

SOLAR • BATTERY 
110 V • FENCE CONTROLLERS

Complete Portable Electric Systems
General Farm • Horse • Wildlife Exclusion • Vineyard 

Protect your Bee Hives 
with Electric Nets Complete 
with Posts – Wide Selection 
ranging from 26” – 48” High 

X 164’ Long
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A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia
from 1950 to 2000 written by Douglas M. McCutcheon

This book is about us and our industry and what it means to be a beekeeper in BC, 
following in the footsteps of pioneer beekeepers. 

The History of Beekeeping in British Columbia from 1950 – 2000 is the result 
of more than 10 years of talking with beekeepers, inspectors and specialists around 
the province, and searching out records, reports and files. Doug McCutcheon, with 
the help of wife Eileen, organized it all into a readable journey through the history of 
our industry, illuminated by delightful encounters with some of the innovative and 
resilient men and women who have chosen to make beekeeping a way of life. 

As Doug says: “In the fifty years I write about, there have been great changes in 
beekeeping in our province. There are a lot of great stories! Enjoy the read!” 

Purchase details: $29.95 each plus shipping.  
Available through the BCHPA web site 

http://www.bcbeekeepers.com/ by PayPal payment. 
BCHPA MEMBERS CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE 

OF A LIMITED TIME SHIPPING DISCOUNT OFFER
For further details contact:

historybook@bcbeekeepers.com or visit our web site.

Any proceeds realized by the sale of this book above and beyond retrieving the cost 
of production are kindly directed by the author to the 

Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund for Honey Bee Education and Research.

$29.95 
plus shipping 

Concern over our declining bee 
populations in North America con-
tinues to gain media attention, 
boosting demands for a moratorium 
on neonictinoids. This is alarming 
for some growers and suppliers as 
scientific based evidence is still 
needed.  It is interesting that Stats 

Canada shows there are now more 
colonies than four years ago. The Ca-

nadian Honey Council’s position on pesticides, as outlined in 
statements to the Pesticide Management Regulatory Agency 
(PMRA), December, 2013, is that the prophylactic use of seed 
treatments must be discouraged, particularly in areas where 
there are problems.  Integrated Pest Management is critical for 
sustainability in apiculture and grain production.  It seems to 
me that the relatively new practice of seed treatments must be 
balanced with innovative methods to measure the economic 
threshold of soil pests to make decisions for plant protection 
interventions.  This idea has not yet gained any traction from 
growers.

Executive Director Rod Scarlett has conducted a number 
of radio and newspaper interviews across Canada reinforcing 
CHC’s preference to work together with growers and other 
stakeholders in finding solutions that will be of greater value 
to all.  The Ontario government has indicated that they will 
be investigating any and all practical options in mitigating the 

impact of pesticides on bees, while ensuring a measure of crop 
protection for growers. 

The number of bee incidences reported this year to PMRA 
is about a third as many compared to last.  The intensity of bee 
deaths from the reports were also substantially lower.  The 
effect of weather may have been a significant factor as well 
as the possible decrease in cultivation, seeding or possibly the 
effectiveness of the new seed lubricants.  No answers yet. 

One of the worthwhile consequences of the media attention 
on pollinators has been the Federal government’s response in 
supporting a national Bee Health forum involving all related 
sectors of agriculture.  Based on initial Round Table discus-
sions co-sponsored by Crop Life Canada and CHC in Ottawa 
a year ago, the Minister of Agriculture/Agri-Food Canada 
(AAFC) Gerry Ritz, encouraged the development of the Na-
tional Bee Health Workshop by offering AAFC administrative 
support.  The first meeting was held last March, when over 
20 participants representing most of the sectors in agriculture 
concerned with pollinators got together in Ottawa.  Identifi-
cation of specific actions on which stakeholders could work 
together were proposed, and a Steering Committee was es-
tablished to outline possible actions for the whole group to 
consider at the next meeting in the fall.  

The steering committee has met several times and will be re-
convening in mid-August to finalize proposals for the national 
fall meeting.  Although an official title for the consortium is 
yet to be determined, the Hon. Gerry Ritz has awarded several 

Canadian Honey Council Report

Gerry McKee,
Canadian 

Honey Council
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To order and for details contact:  
Judy Campbell 
604-856-2125

jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com

NUTRITIONAL 
FACT 
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BC Honey Producers’ Association
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only

each

Per 1 tablespoon (20g)

Amount

Nut r i t ion  Fac tsValeur nutr i t ive       

Not a significant source of saturated fat, trans fat, cholesterol, sodium, fibre, vitamin A, vitamin C, calcium or iron.

Source négligeable de lipides saturés, lipidestrans, cholestérol, sodium, fibres, vitamine A, �vitamine C, calcium et fer.

% Daily Value

0 %

6 %

Pour 1 cuillère à table (20g) 
Teneur % valeur quotidienne
Calories / Calories  60
Fat / Lipides  0 g
Carbohydrates / Glucides  17 g
   Sugars / Sucres  16 g
Protein / Protéines  0 g
    

Rolls of 
2000

research projects with the group’s endorsement, namely the 
National Bee Disease/Pest Survey initiated by the Beekeep-
ing Commission of Alberta, a four year project, and CHC’s 
Agri-Marketing educational program for beekeepers on food 
safety and bee biosecurity which will continue for three years.  
Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s (CFIA) recent approval 
of CHC’s Canadian Bee Industries Safety, Quality and Trace-
ability (CBISQT) program is an integral part of this new CHC 
training project in which participation is voluntary.  

For those who quickly dismiss the effectiveness of volun-
tary participation, informed honey producers know custom-
ers are becoming more interested and concerned about their 
food sources, so that beekeepers who are able to demonstrate 
the true source of their honey could likely gain a competitive 
edge.  

Canada’s report on last winter’s colony survival is com-
piled by the Canadian Association of Professional Apicultur-
ists (CAPA) and can be found on their website www:capabees.
com. Earlier unofficial reports were rather encouraging as the 
national losses were less than 20%, but Ontario had a 57% 
loss while their northern neighbours in Quebec suffered only 
18%.  Both regions will likely receive closer examination, 
particularly Ontario which introduced a one year subsidy of 
$100 per lost colony.  

Also of interest on CAPA’s website is a listing of the prior-
ity and scope of considerations for bee research for the next 
five years.  The highest priority requested by many commer-
cial beekeepers is the need for future varroa control products 
with an efficacy of at least 95%, particularly for colonies 
transported across provincial borders when the infestation 
must be less than 1%.   

Also, check out the Canadian Bee Research Fund (CBRF), 
a charitable trust recognized by Revenue Canada for tax relief.  
A listing of completed projects can be found at  www.honey-
council.ca/cbrf_projects.php.  CHC provides administrative 
support and two Directors to the CBRF Board.  

From Bee Culture, July 2014 edition, pp.48-56, I see the 
Ontario Beekeepers’ Tech Transfer Team is collaborating with 
the University of Guelph and Parker Bee Apiaries to undertake 
an ozone honeycomb decontamination pilot study.  Parker Bee 
Apiaries is a 6,500 colony operation and has a need like most 
beekeepers to reuse as much comb as possible. The team has 
contracted with Simpson Environmental Corporation which 
specializes in ozone treatment for air and water,  to design and 
install a mobile ozone treatment facility for honeycomb.  Us-
ing a retired refrigeration trailer, the company has designed a 
revolutionary facility that is more economical than earlier de-
signs used by the USDA lab in Mendon, Utah.  Ozone studies 
at the American Research Station Pollinating Insect Research 
Unit in Logan, Utah, have demonstrated the breakdown of 
coumaphos, flulvalinate and other pesticides that accumu-
late in beeswax. They have also demonstrated the efficacy of 
ozone in killing all life stages of the greater wax moth, chalk-
brood and American Foulbrood, but higher temperatures, hu-
midity and longer exposures were required.  Results from the 
Ontario ozone treatment project could be promising.    

Don’t forget our BC Honey Producers Conference, Sep-
tember 25-27th, at the Airport Delta Hotel, Richmond. For a 
reduced fee and an opportunity to win two 2015 Queens from 
Heather Higo, preregister at www.bcbeekeepers.com before 
August 22nd.  “Be informed and better capable to keep your 
colonies going!”  ❀ 

Bee Culture
THE MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN BEEKEEPING

Get Digital Bee Culture Magazine 
On Your Computer

Save Lots of Postage 
and Weeks of Time

Or check it out on our web page at
www.BeeCulture.com
Do it Today and SAVE!

Send check to: 
Bee Culture Magazine

623 Liberty, Medina OH 44256 or call 
330-725-6677, Ext. 3220 with credit card

Only $15.00 US
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This is a follow-up article to the Winter 2011 BeesCene article 
titled:  The Beekeeping Chef Cooks with Honey.  It is written 
by his daughter Abby Rosentreter and David Masurat.

My dad, Ron Rosentreter, was quite a character, and made 
a lasting impact on the people he met.  Maybe it was his 
permanently sullen expression, or his way of continually 
crossing the line with his jokes.  When you got to know him, 
however, you would realize he was super easygoing and level 
headed.  He would tell you his motto was: “To not take life 
too seriously!”  My dad loved to play hockey with his friends, 
and on special occasions, drink good scotch.  He loved to 
make model planes, and he could spend hours on painting and 
detailing them meticulously.  He loved anything sci-fi, and 
could be seen wearing his Spock ears around the house.  He 
was an amazing chef, and he genuinely worked his butt off 
to get to where he was.  He was a Culinary Arts instructor at 
TRU, which he was fortunate enough to be able to call his 
dream job.  He would roll over in bed and say to Kim, my 
mom, “Pinch me and see if I’m awake”.  

My dad was voraciously passionate to learn new things and 
anything he found interesting he focused 110% of his energy 
towards. As soon as he was shown some honey bee colonies 
he was smitten.  His passion for bees was really something 
cool to watch.  Every day he was trying to learn as much as he 
could, coming home with facts, news, and starting a stash of 
basic equipment.  I really took an interest in his love for bees. 
He let me come to the “bee brunch” and take photos, and my 
art class even got to paint some of his first bee boxes.  He 
loved being able to incorporate honey into his recipes, as well 
as brag to people about how he did it all (mostly) by himself.

My dad loved being around his family, and his goofy 
and mellow attitude really helped when he was raising his 3 
teenagers. My parents both worked in the restaurant business 
- mom working the front end and dad 
in the kitchen.  They had just over 25 
adventurous years together. 

Ron became a close friend to my wife 
and me after we met at Ron’s restaurant, 
The Nick of Thyme.  We continued a 
friendship over the years and we would 
occasionally have Ron’s family over 
for hot dogs. When my wife and I told 
him we were getting into beekeeping he 
was very interested in observing.  So 
we took him along to our bee yard and 
he was fascinated with every aspect of 
bees, their society, how they collected 
nectar and pollen, their communication 
system, and the many varieties of honey.  
It wasn’t long before he was borrowing 
books and magazines. Then he enrolled 
in Ian Farber’s bee course.  Through Ian 
he purchased two nucs from John Gates 
and my wife and I helped him build the 
equipment.  

Ron saw the synergy between having honey bees, the 
honey they provided and the culinary arts. He approached 
his fellow instructors and dean to approve of his plan to do 
beekeeping on the roof of the Culinary Arts building. This 
was like a “no brainer” for everybody involved and he began 
setting up the apiary. His colleagues caught his enthusiasm 
and named the two queens Eva Braun and Freddie Mercury. 
I can’t do justice to how Ron felt to have his own honey and 
being able to develop new recipes for the restaurants at TRU.  
I know by his words, excitement and expressions that it was 
something very, very special. 

As beekeepers, you know what’s next!  More colonies. 
More equipment and swarms.  The apiary location of “Bees 
on the Roof” began to lose its lustre, as everything had to be 
pulled by a rope up sixteen feet and then through a 2x2 foot 
hatch to get to the roof!

At four colonies and growing Ron 
began searching for viable alternatives 
to the roof.  His first idea was to plant 
a herb garden in a small area next to 
the Culinary Arts building.  This idea 
became unmanageable as it meant trying 
to balance high student traffic, bears and 
electric fences with ease of operation, 
honey, and fresh herbs.  Ron found 
a perfect symbiotic relationship with 
Kevin Scullen, head of the Horticultural 
department.  Kevin just happened to 
have a fenced orchard and experimental 
gardens on the periphery of the TRU 
grounds.

In December 2011 my dad was 
diagnosed with soft tissue cancer of the 
head and neck. Starting that February 
he went through 6 weeks of intensive 
radiation and chemotherapy.  After 
treatment, in the spring of 2012, he was 
able to recuperate and try and get his 
body back to feeling okay again.  He 

The Beekeeping Chef’s Legacy

Ron at the original apiary on the roof at TRu. 
 Photo by Luke Henderson

The dessert from the Bees on the 
Roof Fundraiser dinner.  
 Photo by Ronda Olds
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spent most of his time at home or with his bees.  His bees 
were extremely therapeutic for my dad’s recovery.  With him 
being more introverted, his bees gave him a place where he 
was able to enjoy the healing silence.  In the late summer he 
went to the doctor for his 6-month check up.  Fortunately the 
area they were treating with chemo and radiation was clear of 
cancer; unfortunately, however, he found out that the cancer 
had metastasized to his bones.  In September of 2012 my dad 
was diagnosed with stage 4 terminal bone cancer.  In short, he 
had a very rough and painful journey ahead of him. He missed 
being around his bees and especially missed being active in 
the bee community.  After his long fight, his battle with cancer 
was over. Ron passed away on May 11 2013. My dad will 
be forever missed, but if he has taught me anything it would 
be to rise up when challenges are thrown your way. You’re 
not always given the ability to choose the path you’re on, but 
it’s up to you to decide how you deal with it, if you can find 
the beauty somewhere in your struggles you must be doing 
something right.  

  
The Kamloops Beekeepers began to fill in as needed when 

Ron was in treatment.  We got to experience the roof and the 
beauty of the location could not be overstated.  As the prognosis 
turned negative Ron talked to us about the care of his bees and 
we developed a plan that would see a collaboration between 
Culinary Arts at TRU and the Kamloops Beekeepers. 

Ron had a vision for a fundraising dinner to go towards the 
upkeep of his bees and promotion of Culinary Arts.  During 
this time Ron demonstrated amazing courage and a sense of 
pragmatism that really astounded me.   At times there were 
tears but there was also the great laughter of good friends.  
Ron’s bees at TRU were adopted by the Kamloops Beekeepers 
and Culinary Arts.  The chair of Culinary Arts, Ed Walker, and 
the other students and staff gave their whole support to this 
partnership and as president of the Kamloops division of the 
BCHPA I was honored to be a participant.

Many people have benefited from knowing Ron. In many 
ways, part of their success is a legacy to Ron.

Brody White was hired to take Ron’s place at TRU.  He was 
a student of Ron’s and went on to study in France with work 
experience in Europe and the Middle East.  Brody headed up 
the fundraising dinner with every course containing honey 
and there were six courses. Unfortunately, Ron was too ill to 
attend that dinner.  The dishes that were presented were works 
of art and they titillated the taste buds and each course was an 

extravaganza of culinary delight.  The beekeepers did a small 
presentation on bees with a Q and A session.  Of course, the 
dress for the evening was semi-formal in yellow and black.   

The Kamloops Beekeepers passed a resolution that all 
monies that they received fundraising with Culinary Arts 
would go into the promotion of beekeeping at TRU.  The 
beekeepers set up a process to select candidates and grant 
two bursaries for a course in basic beekeeping.  Through this 
process two students were selected: Stella Oosterhoff and 
Delaney Bos.

 Stella Oosterhoff was a first year student in the Bachelor of 
Education program at TRU.  Stella is very focused on becoming 
a teacher to primary aged children and is resolute in bringing 
the importance of ecology to her students.  She sees bees as 
an integral part of this system and believes her knowledge 
of beekeeping will enhance the educational experience of 
her students.  Stella impressed me with her passion to teach 
children and the need to develop an understanding and 
appreciation for the world around them.

Delaney Bos was a student of the Horticulture Program at 
TRU.  Delaney is determined to be involved in agriculture, 
like her father, and looks forward to having her own family 
farm.  She has experienced the importance of pollinators 
and considers beekeeping an essential part of her path into 
agriculture. Delaney has a grasp of the variety of products 
from beekeeping and their various uses.  I have no doubt 
that Delaney will reach her goals and enjoy the process as it 
unfolds.

Our involvement with Culinary Arts has introduced us to 
the various staff members and we have had many express the 
desire to become beekeepers, yet until this spring none have 
been free to do so.  Lilly Turner, the purchaser for Culinary 
Arts and a former graduate of the program, has become the 
first.  Lilly and her husband Jeremy attended our spring Field 
Day and were stung with the beekeeping bug; they now have 
their first colony.

Ron was such a low-key person, quiet with a dry sense of 
humour, and he worked his way into your heart.  His love and 
enthusiasm for his bees touched many people and we were 
continually amazed at how willing people were to help out 
and to be part of his legacy of the bees at TRU.   ❀

 The new location of Ron’s bees at TRU. 
 Photo by Beverly Masurat

Stella oosterhoff (on the left) and Delaney Bos, winners 
of the Beekeeping Bursaries. 
 Photo by Nancy Burkholder
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Honey 
Equipment

Bees

Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.
New & Used beekeeping equipment
Honey
Ezyloaders 
(Beekeeper Model 300 now available)

✧

✧

✧

Ph: 204 662 4401   Fax: 204 662 4547
Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com

Phone 250-499-2555

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
2098 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, BC V0X 1C2

Blair & Cheryl Tarves
BC BRED QUEENS • NUCS
BREEDING STOCK
April 15 - Sept. 15

Osoyoos, B.C.             Cell: 250-485-2924

Wanted: 
Honey in Barrels • Bee Pollen • Honey Comb

Dew Fresh Honey

Hardie Honey
Package Bees • Honey • Wax • Bulk Bees • Queens

4035 Robson Road, Duncan BC V9L 6G7

Blaine & Jan

PH/Fax 250-746-4389
Duaine  250-748-8471
hardiehoney@shaw.ca

Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing

Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill
Box 100  Phone: 306-725-4820
Bulyea, Saskatchewan  Fax: 306-725-3193
SOG 0L0  www.lambacres.ca

Van Isle Apiaries 
and Bee Products

Grant Stringer 
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca

Tel 250-652-9834 Fax 250-665-6121
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3

NUCS • QUEENS 
PACKAGES
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~ Barry Denluck

Summer is upon us. Bee breeders are nearing the end of the 
queen rearing season for 2014. Within the South Islands, we 
experienced a longer than usual cool spring. Early queen rear-
ing efforts were met with minimal results. For the queens that 
did hatch, mating was problematic. Demand for local queens 
continues to outgrow the current supply for the South Islands. 
Canada imported 220,000 queens from offshore suppliers for 
the year 2013. My understanding is that the demand for lo-
cal queens Canada-wide is also growing as major beekeepers 
recognize their value over imported product.

This summer I have had several calls questioning what are 
the specifications of a saleable nucleus starter hive. I believe 
it is time for the BC Bee Breeders to develop a set of stan-
dards for BC. For your reference, the Ontario Bee Breeders 
Association has a 'Nuc Buyers Guide' in PDF format avail-
able at http://www.ontariobee.com/OBBA.

Medhat Nasr and his team in Edmonton are continuing 
their research of HopGuard as a mite management tool with 
summer trials. I am hoping we will have a report available at 
the upcoming BCHPA  AGM in September.

Brenda Jager is continuing her development of protocols 
and procedures for assessment of bees.  The project started as 
the Duncan area Assessment Yard which has been expanded 
as the Bee Assessment Yard with additional yards being de-
veloped across BC.

The province of BC is in the process of reviewing the Ag-
ricultural Land Reserve policies. Although it is reported that 
the intention is to maintain the current policies for the South 
Islands, the interior may see major changes. For more infor-
mation, go online to: http://engage.gov.bc.ca/landreserve/
files/2014/07/ALRPaper.pdf. There is also an online survey 
where you can input your view at: engage.gov.bc.ca/landre-
serve/. The survey is open until August 22.

Transporting queens within Canada is an ongoing chal-
lenge. Aside from the inspection protocols required, there is 
the question of 'how to' in a reliable and economical manner. 
For discussion on these and other topics of the day, please 
join us at the BC Bee Breeders upcoming AGM.

The BC Bee Breeders will be hosting our AGM in con-
junction with the BCHPA  AGM, September 26th. For more 
information about the BC Bee Breeders Association, please 
check out our website at http://bcbeebreeders.ca. ❀

BC Bee Breeders Association

Friday, September 26th 
Don't forget about the Vancouver Water Day Tour, 
hosted by Hives for Humanity!  If you are not plan-
ning on attending the AGM but will be in the Lower 
Mainland, you can enjoy a leisurely tour of downtown 
Vancouver's lovely oceanside spaces such as Coal 
Harbour, Gastown, Granville Island and the Vancou-
ver Museum. With so many options for sightseeing in 
the area, the tour will unfold naturally, in line with the 
energy of the group.  We can hit all stops along the 
way or take our time meandering and relaxing; either 
way, it's all about having FUN!  Your Hives for Hu-
manity guide will ensure there are options for all of the 
participants and has made a flexible schedule to ac-
commodate the group's interests; 
come and enjoy the beautiful 
city of Vancouver!

Vancouver 
Water Day Tour

Conference Activities
Best of BC 

Honey Competition
You are invited to submit your 

Honey and Hive products 
in the 2014 Best of BC Honey Competition. 

Prizes will be awarded 
for overall scores in each category or class 

for First Place, Second Place and Third Place. 

Judges will score using the National Scale of Points 
for Judging Honey.
All entries must be submitted 
to the entry desk 
no later than 12:00 noon, 
Friday, September 26th.
Entries will be judged 
commencing 
Friday, September 26th 
at 1:00 PM.

Please refer to the 
BCHPA website for
more details.
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How I Spent My Summer Vacation in Minnesota Taking A 
Successful Queen Rearing Short Course 
by Diane Dunaway

This summer I flew 1670 miles across North America to learn 
from Dr. Marla Spivak at the University of Minnesota St. Paul 
Campus. This fall beekeepers in BC can hear her speak in 
Richmond without even boarding a plane, and perhaps in the 
future she will offer her popular courses by webinar.

One of the greatest appeals of beekeeping for me is the 
opportunity for a lifetime of learning. Last January, on one of 
a succession of snowy, especially cold days at home in Soda 
Creek, I decided that it was time to dangle a carrot. That or 
immediately skip town for somewhere warm and sunny! Re-
sisting instant gratification, I signed up for Dr. Marla Spivak’s 
renowned Queen Rearing Short Course held in July each year.

I first heard Dr. Spivak speak in Sacramento in 2008. Her 
development of Minnesota Hygienic Bees is well document-
ed. Last summer I encountered her again, this time in cyber 
space for her “Why Bees Are Disappearing” TED Talk, that as 
I write has had 1,667,609 views. There are many fans of her 
methodical, low-key approach to improving the environment 
for pollinators and for her development of naturally hardy 
queens. 

Marla Spivak and Gary Reuter have offered their queen 
rearing course since 1993, working together as a seamless 
team with support from their undergraduates and MN Bee 
Squad members. The atmosphere of mutual respect and high 
standards whilst still having fun was reminiscent of our own 
Dr. Mark Winston’s Bee Masters Short Course classroom at 
SFU. The course was well-structured so that all material could 
be covered within a short period; questions were dealt with 
in a systematic written manner...at least from most students!  

The first day was spent in a lecture hall. We went over the 
course overview which included beekeeping priorities, prin-
ciples of stock selection, benefits of breeding for hygienic be-
havior, the importance of drones, nutrition, mating yards, life 
cycles and so on.  Emphasis was placed on practical practices 

such as how to properly introduce queens, and it was stressed 
not to breed from any colonies that display clinical signs of 
disease or pests. 

The second morning we reviewed the Doolittle Method of 
Queen Rearing. Reuter and Spivak explained that they believe 
that beekeepers are creative and independent people. Their 
philosophy behind teaching only one method is that it has the 
most consistent success rate. They encouraged beekeepers to 
modify and experiment once they have the basic techniques 
mastered. 

Dr. Marla Spivak’s Coming to Town, 
Catch Her While You Can!

Gary Reuter (left) & marla Spivak in the beeyard, a 
well-oiled teaching team.

Caged queen cells. Swarm box with sponges on bottom.
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We spent the remainder of the morn-
ing split into groups that rotated through 
four learning stations. These included 
grafting in a lab setting where we could 
check our work with the benefit of a mi-
croscope video camera. This allowed us 
to see the state of our larvae after trans-
ferring them into queen cups. Never has 
a breathing creature been lauded with 
such relief! 

Another station let us review how 
to manipulate frames for a finishing 
colony. Rather than have students suit 
up and work with bees right away, we 
were given a dry run. As seen in my 
photo, this brilliant innovation takes 

away the distraction of flying, stinging 
bees. Instead there are photos of differ-
ent frames. Ones with honey, ones with 

pollen, some with open brood, capped 
brood, and one with the almighty queen. 
As a team we rearranged these frames as 
if we were in the field. We encountered 
the same “pretend” frames in a third 
station that was for swarm box prepara-
tions.

The last station entailed going over a 
pop quiz questionnaire as best we could 
as a group.  It was interesting to discov-
er how everyone remembered different 
elements of the lectures. The power of 
cooperation was evident! We received 
an answer sheet at lunchtime.

In the afternoon we met at the soon-
to-be-replaced decrepit cinderblock bee 
lab next to the campus beeyard. Again 
we broke into groups and circulated 
through three stations, then convened 
for questions. The stations were live 
versions of grafting, which included in-
sertion into a swarm box, and finishing 
colony manipulations.  It was somewhat 
of a challenge for up to eight typically 
independent beekeepers to work on one 
hive together, but we persevered! A 

liquid nitrogen hygienic behavior test 
demonstration wrapped this session. 
Happily the weather cooperated; the 
forecast hadn’t been favourable. It was 
incredibly warm and humid. We were 
rewarded at the end of the day with an 
ice cream bar from a well-stocked lab 
freezer. Minnesotans know a thing or 
two about hospitality!

The following day was short. We met 
back at the beeyard where our groups 
quickly visited three new practice sta-
tions. One was for checking how our 
grafts took in the swarm boxes along 
with a quick Varroa mite check using 
the icing sugar roll monitoring method; 
one was for inserting graft frames into 
finishing colonies; and the last was a bee 
marking station that by day’s end boast-
ed a bright collection of painted drones 
and worker bees.

After a brief question-and-answer 
session, we were invited to complete 
course feedback sheets and to meet one 
last time in the bee building. Once in-
side we were informed that everyone 
was welcome to take home two queen 
cells that had been started prior to the 
course. These were from tried-and-true 
Minnesota Hygienic Bee stock. Course 
participants had each been given a green 
water bottle on day one along with their 
manuals. These bottles were now used 
as cushioned queen cell travel contain-
ers. Students filled their bottles with fine 

Dr. Spivak’s 
20/20 Hindsight:

If I were to do it again, 
I would select for:

• Good honey production
• High propolis production

• Low mite counts & Nosema levels 
before winter, no virus symptoms, 

no chalkbrood
• Good wintering ability

• Low mite counts & Nosema levels 
in spring, no virus symptoms, 

no chalkbrood
• Gentle temper & ease of 

management
• THEN: hygienic behaviour

Packing queen cells.

Sawdust bed in water bottle.

Dry run frames.
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Spivak, M., Becker, S., & Reuter, G.  
This item is for hobby and commercial beekeepers, and for professionals who 
work with beekeepers. The item comes with a manual (80 pages) and accompa-
nying DVD. The manual demonstrates the Doolittle method of queen rearing. 
It provides information on biology of queens and drones, stock selection and 
maintenance, and step-by-step information on rearing quality queens, mating 
of queens, timing and record keeping. Includes designs for making your own 
equipment. The DVD takes you visually through the whole process, from se-
lecting breeder stock to ensuring successful mating of queen bees.  $25 USD 
available online at:
http://www.bookstores.umn.edu/viewProduct.cgi?categoryID=6751&product
ID=35525#.U97Dnj0RaJV

sawdust and gently inserted the cells 
near the top. The queens were sched-
uled to emerge within two days. Due to 
PMRA import regulations I dutifully, 
and sadly, declined taking mine. As it 
turned out it was best for the queens, 
as they would have spent a short life of 
crime first emerging as would-be fugi-
tives, and then perishing in Chicago 
where my connecting flight home had 
an unscheduled layover. 

It was a privilege to attend the Suc-
cessful Queen Rearing Course. I intend 
to practice and share the knowledge that 
I gained. I’m glad that I took the course 
before Dr. Spivak is further swept away 
with her successes and commitments. 
This summer she begins what may be 
one of her most ambitious career high-
lights to date. The University of Min-
nesota has plans to construct a new bee 
building with two labs, honey-extraction 
facilities and office and storage space. 
Spivak wants to provide room to hire 
a second professor for her program. As 
she works on this legacy you can be sure 
that public speaking engagements such 
as our BCHPA Education Day this fall 
will become fewer and far between. Be 
sure to catch her while you can!  ❀

Successful Queen Rearing:
 Manual and DVD

Email a.j.robertson@sasktel.net 
or phone (306)-373-9140 

cell (306)-270-6627 for prices and availability.

Queen cells from tested Saskatraz breeders ($20). 
Closed population mated breeder queens ($300). 

out crossed breeder queens ($100). 
Saskatraz stock carrying VSH trait added in 2012, also available 

as queen cells and mated queens in May 2014. Inquire.
Limited number of Saskatraz Hybrid production queens available 

April 15th to August 2014 ($28 to 34). 
These hybrids will produce pure Canadian Saskatraz drones for 

stud use. All breeding stock tested and certified. 
See www.saskatraz.com for breeding information and updates.
Saskatraz stock bred in Saskatchewan for honey production, 
wintering ability and resistance to mites and brood diseases.

Saskatraz breeding stock 
available in 2014

Good things come in Richards Packaging...

RICHARDS 
PACKAGING INC.

(604) 270-0111
140 – 9200 Van Horne Way, Richmond B.C. V6X 1W3

www.richardspackaging.com

Glass and Plastic Jars
375ml (500gr Honey) Cylinder Jars
750ml (1kg Honey) cylinder Jars

Hex and Oval Hex 
Glass Jars
(Including 12oz Honey)

Plastic Pails
...and more!

Ask us for our stock item catalogue
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At the recent East Kootenay Beekeepers Association Field Day 
held on May 29th we had over 45 beekeepers take part. 20 of 
the attendees were new beekeepers who recently completed 
the BCHPA Introductory Beekeeping classroom portion and 
were enthusiastically taking part in the hands-on portion of 
the course. Some neat pictures were emailed to me following 
the event from a family whose young son took part; they also 
wrote a little about their son and his love of bees. 

 ~ Lance Cuthill

Our son’s name is Ka Leo Keakua Navarro, the short 
version is Keakua. He just turned 7 a week ago. When he 
was 3 years old we had gotten in contact with bees collecting 
pollen during about a month in the summer.

We would go every day either in the morning before 9am 
or at night after 8pm.

Last year, he learned more about bees when we went back 
to the place where he was born on Kauai Island in Hawaii. A 
friend of us showed him his bees and Keakua helped him. 

This spring, my husband and I decided to get one hive as 
part of his homeschooling learning but we did not tell him 
about it as it was a surprise. Keakua was asking around the 
same time if we could get a hive. He had been playing in the 
garden rescuing a few bees from a little pool in the garden and 
giving them honey to eat, then he would see them fly away. The 
day that my husband went to get the bees, our son was very 
excited about them and stayed up late when we transferred 
them into the hive. He is really not afraid of them and on 

the first day after they 
arrived he would take 
some on his finger and 
bring them back to the 
hive.

He was very happy 
to be at the course at 
your house and he 
learned a lot of things 
and little by little he 
tells us. For example 
today, he told us the 
story of your friend 
and his burn and how 
honey helped heal the 
wound. 

He loves honey 
and could eat it by the 
spoonful. He has loved 
pollen since he tried it 
when he was three. It’s 
almost like candy for him! He wants to try royal jelly and I 
have to watch him because he would eat my supply of propolis 
tincture.

We got his bee suit at Western Bee Supplies and got the 
Child’s Veil Suit/Hat combo which is actually really big, 
probably a 11-12 years old size. They have smaller sizes and if 
we had known, we would have gotten a smaller one but he will 
grow into it! In any case it is way smaller than the adult suit 
that Keakua wore in Hawaii as you can see on the pictures! ❀

 ~ Jesus, Nadia and Keakua Navarro

Newbee in the Kootenays
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by Allen Dick, from an article on his website www.honeybee-
world.com entitled 'Wintering - Part One'.  Allen is one of the 
education day presenters at this year's AGM in Richmond. 

If bees can survive winter in the wild, why do so many 
beekeepers have trouble wintering their bees? 

When considered together with the mess and additional 
work it produces, the cost of rearing or buying replacement 
bees, and loss of crop income, winter loss can easily be the 
largest expense of the year for a beekeeper. 

If you never lose over 10% of your colonies over winter, 
and your surviving hives are always strong every spring, you 
can skip this article. It is not for you. If you don’t experience 
any winter in your region, with snow, cold weather, absence 
of honey flows and long confinement periods for the bees, this 
might not interest you either. For the rest of us, improving 
wintering success offers the largest, and possibly easiest, op-
portunity for significantly increasing our profit and enjoyment 
from beekeeping. 

Almost everywhere in North America – from the Mexican 
border on the south, to the Arctic Circle in the north, honey 
bees have demonstrated that – barring serious mite problems 
– they can winter on their own with good success. 

Before tracheal and varroa mites became a problem, bees 
commonly survived for many years in trees, in walls, under 
floors, and in the many other cavities they choose to occupy 
when they escape from managed apiaries and go wild. Even 
now - in spite of mites - managed bees often escape and make 
on their own it through a winter or more in many parts of the 
country. 

In managed hives, however, beekeepers often have bad 
luck when keeping bees over winter. Many suffer heavy loss-
es, even when they devote time, money and effort to the task, 
and even when they follow the advice of experts. Anywhere 
bees can be kept profitably, bee wintering successes approach-
ing one hundred percent and nearly total failures can often be 
found within a few miles of one another. 

If bees can survive winter in the wild, and some beekeep-
ers in nearly any region consistently winter their bees without 
much fuss or loss, why do so many other beekeepers have 
trouble wintering bees? What explains the successes? What 
causes the failures? 

There is seldom one simple answer to these questions. 
Many unrelated things must go right for wintering bees to live 
and thrive, but if only one vital factor goes wrong – even for 
a short while – a colony or an entire apiary may be killed – or 
permanently damaged. If this happens at any point during the 
winter, hives will be discovered dead or seriously weakened 
in the spring inspections. Such losses may occur quickly, in a 
matter of minutes or hours, or slowly over weeks and months 
depending on the nature of the stress. 

Bees can be wintered either indoors or outdoors, and either 
method can work very well, or fail miserably. In either ap-
proach, the basic preparations are similar. The main differenc-
es are that when bees are stored indoors the environment is the 

responsibility of the beekeeper, and that the bees must be kept 
in complete darkness until they are taken out and set down in 
spring. Thus, indoors, they normally have no flight opportuni-
ties all winter. Otherwise, there is not a lot of difference. 

An interesting compromise, one that provides the best 
features of both indoor and outdoor wintering, is the use of 
a European-style bee house. Bee houses can be either quite 
large and elaborate, or small and simple, but they can combine 
a controlled temperature environment – the major advantage 
of indoor wintering – with flight holes that can be opened on 
nice days to allow bees to fly for cleansing or to exploit early 
spring pollen and nectar sources. 

For every hive death, whether in summer or winter, there is 
always a reason, or a combination of reasons. However, iden-
tifying all the causes of abnormal hive losses over winter or 
weak hives in spring is not always simple or easy. Often, by 
the time that the beekeeper arrives to do a post mortem, weeks 
or months have passed. As often as not, multiple factors are 
involved. Conditions in a beehive range drastically during 
fall, winter and early spring. Many inter-related factors come 
into play over a long winter, and many lethal transient and 
one-time conditions or events may not leave obvious clues 
behind. 

Finding the real causes behind weak or dead colonies is the 
key to preventing similar losses in the future. Human nature 
being what it is, there is always a currently accepted scapegoat 
at the ready to explain away abnormally high colony deaths. 
Many of us are happy to accept any convenient answer, but 
accepting the handiest explanation may delay learning the real 
causes, and lead to more failures. Careful study and perhaps 
some experimentation, or a visit to a successful neighbour 
may be necessary to break out of a losing pattern. 

These days, mites are the first to be blamed whenever 
things go wrong. To be sure, mites can cause big problems 
with wintering; bees that are heavily parasitized, either by var-
roa externally and in the brood, or tracheal mites internally, 
are not going to be in prime condition to winter well, no mat-
ter how many other things we get right. 

If bees are also suffering from the virus conditions that 
often accompany mite infestations, they are even less likely 
to winter well, but mite management – like disease control, 
nutrition, breeding, and population management – is a sepa-
rate topic, and mite management problems are only a small 
– albeit important – part of the wintering puzzle. For the most 
part – assuming mites are well controlled, and that the treat-
ments are correctly applied so that the bees are not damaged 
or poisoned by the ‘cure’ – mites should not be a very large 
factor, one way or the other. 

Optimal wintering requires strong hives with lots of young, 
healthy, well-managed, well- fed bees. That doesn’t mean that 
less ideal hives aren’t worth a try, but it means that colony 
losses will be greater – possibly much greater. Where bees 
go into winter in bad shape, any survivors can be expected to 
come out in bad shape too. Garbage in, garbage out. 

If the hives to be wintered are heavily mite infested, rid-

Thinking Ahead: Winter's on Its Way
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dled with AFB, malnourished, have been crowded or starved 
recently, are recovering from a pesticide kill or badly admin-
istered mite treatments, have a queen that is failing or inferior, 
have small populations of old or worn-out bees, have been 
allowed to plug up with honey before fall, or are otherwise 
in less than great shape, the odds are already stacked against 
them for their winter ordeal. If several of these factors apply, 
the odds are even worse. 

At some point any beekeeper who plans to winter – or pro-
duce honey – must get the bees into top condition and thereaf-
ter make it a priority to keep them in that state at all times. The 
best time to start is right now. It takes months – sometimes 
many months – for bees to get into good condition after being 
run-down, and bees don’t usually recover well late in the year, 
nor do they improve over winter. If getting them into shape 
means medicating, treating, feeding or giving pollen supple-
ment, re-queening, combining, moving to a better location, 
giving up a pollination job – or whatever, do it now. 

When beekeepers estimate winter loss, the number of hives 
that are completely dead by certain date, are usually counted 
up and declared as the loss. Sometimes the weakest colonies 
– those with only a handful of bees – are included in the dead 
count. This loss is undeniably the most obvious part of the 
problem, but loss of entire colonies is usually only half the 
picture. We must also consider the condition of the bees in the 
surviving colonies. In these survivors are the bees that must 
carry on to produce more bees to fill the 
empty hives, make the crop, and go into 
winter the next year. Will they be up to 
the task? 

After a heavy loss of colonies, surviv-
ing hives are often weak and vulnerable 
to nosema and frustrating ‘dwindling’ 
problems arising from stress, poor nutri-
tion, viruses or environmental factors. The bees that make it 
through winter in such colonies may be living on dirty comb, 
under continual stress, and subject to heavy workloads with 
little support in foraging or rearing young, due to small popu-
lations. They are also lacking assistance in regulating temper-
ature and humidity, managing on poor quality food, malnour-
ished due to colony conditions, damaged by their wintering 
experience, subject to disease, possibly affected by accumu-
lated toxins – and old. That’s a major reason why colonies that 
look reasonably good in early spring often don’t stay good-
looking until summer without some help from the beekeeper. 

Surviving colony condition is every bit as important as the 
number of hives that remain alive after winter. Just as the per-
centage of hives surviving in each apiary can vary, the number 
and condition of the bees surviving winter in each remaining 
hive can vary widely too. Some wintering and early spring 
stresses are cumulative; the adverse effects will last the entire 
life of each remaining bee, reducing its lifespan and ability 
to forage and to feed brood. Some of these effects will con-
tinue to afflict even the next generation of young bees, since 
the young will be raised under less than ideal conditions, and 
tended by bees that may be unhealthy and functioning poorly. 

When considered together, colony survival and colony 
condition in spring will determine to a very large measure 
the success of the following beekeeping year and ultimately, 
over the course of years, the profitability of any bee enterprise. 
Success leads to more success. Failure leads to more failure. 
Every little thing that tips the balance towards better survival 

rates and healthier bees will accrue in our favour and thus con-
tribute to success upon success. 

Good wintering is the cornerstone of most successful bee-
keeping, and good wintering is affected by everything a bee-
keeper does all year. Building and maintaining good bees at all 
times is the most fundamental goal of any master beekeeper, 
and thekey to wintering success. It is a circle. Good bees lead 
to good wintering. Good wintering leads to good bees. 

There are many more reasons than simply money to strive 
to achieve a high level of wintering success. Recovering from 
bad winter losses can use up all a beekeeper’s time and re-
sources, slow down the bees, and cost the honey crop as well. 
Besides, cleaning up after a bad winter is hard work. 

Cleaning out dead equipment is a nasty and unhealthy 
chore for the beekeeper and the bees alike. Combs from dead-
outs can be full of dead bees, covered with moulds and bee 
feces, and harbour nosema spores. Such combs are valuable 
and can be re-used, but they require work by the bees to make 
them habitable again. For the beekeeper, combs from dead-
outs are unpleasant to handle, and the dust and moulds from 
them can cause respiratory problems and discomfort if they 
are handled carelessly in an unventilated space. Such combs 
can be reclaimed in summer by strong colonies without ap-
parent harm to the bees, but if all colonies are weak, as they 
are in a spring after a heavy winter loss, the combs must be 
stored until there are enough suitably strong colonies to work 

on them. 
Things are much better all around 

for all concerned – bees and beekeeper 
– if the bees winter well and come out 
of winter strong and healthy. It is well 
worth the extra effort and expense to 
make sure as many hives as possible 
survive winter in top condition. 

Few beekeepers manage to achieve one hundred percent 
success every year. Most beekeepers with more than a few 
hives never hit one hundred percent success or even try to do 
so. Some loss is natural, and anything under ten percent dead 
is considered very good in most regions, especially if survi-
vors are strong and especially if some weaker colonies have 
been given a chance to try and make it through. 

When only a small percentage of hives are lost over winter 
and the remaining hives are strong and healthy, the normal 
spring splitting and equalizing necessary to prevent swarming 
will provide enough brood and bees to make up the loss at no 
cost or extra effort, and even provide extra bees for sale or 
expansion, but when winter losses approach 30%, the story 
rapidly becomes very different. When losses reach that level, 
surviving hives are often found to be poor, and if this is the 
case, the amount of splitting necessary to make up the loss is 
certain to seriously reduce the honey crop, since neither the 
parent hives or the splits will be up to strength for the early 
flows. 

Whether made up by splitting, or by buying package bees, 
winter loss can be a real and crippling expense. On the other 
hand, where wintering is successful, surplus bees and hives 
can be used for increase or sold, hives can be at full strength 
for all flows, and most of the hard work is lifting full supers, 
extracting, filling jars, pails or drums, and rushing empties 
back to the yards. Bees are healthy and feed their young well. 
Well-fed bees winter well. The beekeeper is content, and the 
cycle continues…  ❀
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by Bill Ruzicka, PEng., 
Commercial Bee Breeder in Kelowna, B.C.

Many years ago, in 1980, I decided to make my 4 acre prop-
erty into a farm, and since it was a bunch of rocks, a good 
friend of mine suggested I get bees.  As always, my friend 
knew another friend who was just selling a 100-hive outfit.  
Thus, I became a bee man.  

When I started I had a mentor, Leo Fuhr, who was an old 
granddaddy of all beekeepers in the Okanagan and gave his 
time and help freely to any young or old novice beekeeper.

My previous knowledge was simply that the queen is called 
“mother” in my native Czech language and that the best honey 
I had ever eaten had a 50% content of black ants.  Looking 
back on such a start, I did pretty well running 500 hives for 
28 years, 280 for the next ten and now at age 74 I  have 52 
hives for pollination of cherries for my best friend who got 
me into beekeeping, and the only excuse not to have them is 
when I die.

Working with bees became my passion and surprisingly I 
used many of my engineering abilities in my beekeeping in-
ventions. Now, being old, it is time I repay Leo’s help in the 
early years and share my inventions and experience with you.

This article is about getting ready for winter and mite treat-
ment, and how we do things with our bees. Our winter prepa-
ration starts by taking honey off and recording the honey pro-
duction. We keep all records on the front of the hives, written 
with a lumber crayon. Queen and behavior in left top corner. 
Honey production in middle. The records are washed off in 
May with gasoline. I give one line for half a dadant or a third 
of a deep, 2 lines for a full dadant or 2/3 of a deep, and 3 lines 
for a full deep.  Then we test selected hives for mites. 
Testing 
If you decide to test you must use natural drop collected over 
a minimum of 3 days and a maximum of 5 days, on 12”x16” 
boards protected by 1/8” wire mesh raised 3/8” so bees cannot 
remove the mites.

You must count only adult 
female mites on the whole 
board and prorate it into 24 
hours. You must test just be-
fore treatment when the bees 
are in moderate climax in 
August and April. Any other 
testing and in other times are 
a waste of time and do not 
relate to our experience. The 
only other acceptable equip-
ment is screened bottoms with 
monitoring trays or full size screened pollen traps.

In addition to all this equipment you can add the counting 
clicker, and click for each mite. The counting grid is a stucco 
wire with 2 inch squares; when you get interrupted lay the 
counter in the square you were in. You can pick up counting 
even a day later. You do not have to count mites in the yard - 
cover the board with white butcher paper waxed side down, 
write on it hive # and count mites back home.

It does not matter if you run 1 or 5000 hives in the same 
area. Collect randomly 20 hives from various yards bring 
them to test circle and test these same hives in August and 
April. If you do not have 20 hives test them all.

About What Those Tests Tell You: 
We know that in April we had ZERO mites. WHY DO WE 
TREAT? ANSWER: To prevent damage to our summer bees 
and mating drones during pollination, where REINFESTA-
TION PRESSURE is great from other beekeeper’s hives. 
If my August natural drop is below 10 mites I know that the 
spring treatment has done a good job and standard treatment 
will bring us back to zero in spring. 
If the drop is over 20 it means we met really bad neighbours 
and I may increase treatment. 
If the drop is over 50 we probably robbed someone else’s col-
lapsing colonies; I definitely increase treatment.

Weighing (Scaling) The Hives
After the mite treatments have been finished, the scaling crew 

Successful Beekeeping Strategies from an 
Experienced Bee Breeder - Part One

Testing the hives for mite levels. Scaling the hives.
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comes in. They scale each hive and 
write the scale weight onto the hives in 
the right hand top corner. 

Our wintering weight for each single 
8 frame and feeder colony is 65 lbs. We 
need to know the weight and mite count 
first. The wintering weight for two high 
is 125 lbs.

We go and give each hive ration tick-
ets for feed; red for 10 lbs, white for 
5 lbs missing from desired wintering 
weight. We do not overfeed: it saves lot 
of money and prevents result of over-
feeding; where hive is honey bound and 
queen has no space to produce the win-
ter brood.

Indiscriminate feeding is a major 
cause of losing colonies in the winter.
What do the weights and records tells 
us?
1. A hive with more than average scale 
weight and not much honey production 
is usually honey bound.  The queen has 
no space to lay, produce winter bees, 
and will not survive. We take out the 
appropriate amount of honey frames, 
replacing them with empty brood comb 
for the queen to lay in. If required we 
give her help with a comb of brood from 
our brood bank.
2. Those with around average scale 
weight and average production are usu-
ally fine, just confirm they have a laying 
queen.
3. Those with a light weight and a lot of 
honey production are usually boomers 
with a lot of bees and brood. Without 
taking some brood away and replacing 
it with honey from the bank, and giving 
them a lot of feed, they will not survive 
the winter.
4. Those with a low scale weight, and 
no honey production, usually have a 
failing queen, are drone layers, or are 
queenless. We replace those hives with 
8 frame colonies, with tested queens. 
5. All fixed hives are re-scaled.

Whatever we do we finish with hives 
ready for feeding and acid treatment.
During the field days we will demon-
strate both ways (see information at the 
end of this article). You can go to www. 
mitegone.com and see it on the video 
free.
Packing hives for the winter and pros 

and cons of wintering theories will be 
discussed in the November issue.

The point of this story is that you 
must treat now to protect your winter 
bees.
Until now the amount of brood outnum-
bered the amount of mites but the queen 
is reducing laying to 4-5 combs, now 
there are more mites than winter brood 
and the brood gets damaged.
The bees that are born are crippled.  
Bees do not have hospitals and they 
throw the damaged bees out of the hive. 
In October the summer bees die off and 
there is no one to carry the hive over the 
winter.

You can treat in october with tears of 
Santa Maria it is too late! the damage 
is already done.
I can go on and on but time is limited 
and you will have to do some reading 
on your own.  It is all there on www.mi-
tegone.com. Do not miss the evaluation 
2006-2010 it will explain why and what 
we get for the work, and if you're lazy to 
read give me a call. 

INTRoDuCTIoN, WINTeR 
PRePARATIoN AND PACkINg
Field days: 23 August for winter prep, 
10 am at 2910 Glenmore Rd. N, Kelow-
na BC; 20 September for packing. ❀

mites covered with white butcher 
paper..

Adult female Varroa mites.
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Meeting was called to order by Wayne Neidig – President of 
the BCHPA. 
Wayne welcomed all the members and thanked Ian Farber for 
the work he did to put on this Semi-Annual General Meeting.

The membership was informed that due to illness Barry Den-
luck could not attend and he sent his regrets to the members.

Wayne Neidig then introduced the head table as Kerry Clark 
(2nd Vice-President), Wayne Neidig (President), Irene Tiam-
po (Secretary/Treasurer) and Gerry McKee (Canadian Honey 
Representative)
Wayne then introduced Heather Sosnowski, editor of the 
BeesCene.

A motion to adopt the Agenda was made by Michael Campbell 
and seconded by Joe Lomond.  All in favour,  none against.  
The motion was carried.

Wayne Neidig then asked for a motion to approve the minutes 
of the Annual General Meeting that was posted in the spring 
2014 issue of the BeesCene.
It was brought to the attention of the members that there were 
several errors in the minutes.

A motion to approve the amended minutes of the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting was made by Michael Campbell, seconded by 
Stan Reist.  All in favour,  none against.  The motion was 
carried.

1. Business Arising:

1. Constitutional Changes – Michael Campbell informed the 
members that there is an active Constitution Committee who 
met at 7pm on March 13th, 2014.  Michael spoke of the prob-
lem at the AGM when those who did not agree with how the 
meeting was being run did not challenge the chair should not 
then after the fact challenge the proceeding later.
2. Divisions – the information on divisions takes up half the 
constitution.  The relationship between divisions and the ex-
ecutive of the BCHPA needs to be strengthened.  A letter to go 
out mid-April to each of the divisions on how they should be 
operated as stated in the Constitution.  
3. A division is part of and owned by the BCHPA (divisions 
do not have their own Constitution but are a legal entity of the 
BCHPA’s Constitution).
4. An Affiliate of the BCHPA, CRBA have their own Constitu-
tion.
5. Non-Affiliate – groups of people doing their own thing.
 
Stan Reist stated from the floor that if a division is part of the 
BCHPA then all division members should be members of the 
BCHPA.
Divisions are not collecting membership dues of the BCHPA 
from their area divisions.

Any changes proposed to the Constitution will be posted in 
the BeesCene 90 days prior to the Annual General Meeting.

2. 2014 Annual general Meeting
Wayne Neidig for the past few months has been approaching 
clubs to take on this endeavour and none have come forward.
The 2014 AGM will be held in the Lower Mainland.  Proposal 
has been submitted to various hotels.   Wayne will be able to 
inform the members where and what month the AGM will be 
held.
There are several very good speakers that have been ap-
proached to attend.
Members to be asked for input as what the theme should be.
The dates will be late September or early October.
It is advantageous to book 2 years in advance but executive of 
the clubs change yearly.

Structure a sub-committee to look for sites for the AGM in 
future.

3. Border Closure
Gerry McKee informed the members that CFIA has released 
information on their position.  Gerry spoke that CFIA is reor-
ganizing and unless there is a mass protest from Alberta, Sask 
and Manitoba it is status quo.  

4. Doug McCutcheon Book
Diane Dunaway suggested that there should be a reprint of 
the book “A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia from 
1950 to 2000”.   The minimum copies would be 100 at $12.25 
at Island Blue Printers in Victoria.  

A motion to spend money to reprint another 100 volumes of 
“A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia” was made by 
Stan Reist and seconded by David Masurat.  All in agreement,  
no-one against.  Motion was carried. 

Reports
President – Wayne Neidig
Register for the educational day.
Extended thanks to the members.
Extended the appreciation of the members to Pauline Thomp-
son who retired from the position of Treasurer of BCHPA.  
Pauline worked diligently for the BCHPA for many years.
There is a new position: “membership coordinator for the 
BCHPA”.  Laurie Hasiuk has volunteered to take on this task.
The BeesCene will be under the full control of Heather Sos-
nowski.
Constitution Committee is chaired by Michael Campbell.
Ron Schroeder is the web ite programmer and the new web-
site is a work in progress.  If the members notice anything 
incorrect please notify the executive so it may be corrected.  
The website is easier to navigate.  The advertisers in the Bees-
Cene will have a link to their businesses through the website.
Clubs to be able to advertise their calendar of events.
Jeff Lee has been redesigning a Monkey Survey after the On-

Semi-Annual Minutes
Kamloops – March 14th, 2014
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tario Beekeepers Association.  This survey will be sent out to 
the membership.
The membership application is being redesigned to a 3 part 
form with a membership card attached.

2nd Vice President – kerry Clark
Volunteers have put on great events.
Regional Reps – to be included in the operation of the asso-
ciation.  The executive is looking into the appropriate way to 
include them.
A grant for $3500.00 was received for the key note speaker at 
the 2013 AGM – Dr. Connor.
Canadian Honey Council – the AGM was held in January, 
2014. There was no provincial representation.  There were no 
resolutions passed except for the Maritimes on the hive levy.  
They are only a honey producing region and not pollinators.
There will be the first prototype for a user friendly manual on 
“CBISQT” in the fall.
Temporary labour – this is going through a re-organization.
There will be a round table discussion on Bee Health for all 
the stakeholders on March 25th.

BeesCene – Heather Sosnowski, the editor of the BCHPA’s 
BeesCene has seen more participation of the membership to 
submit ideas and articles for the magazine.
Heather informed the membership that she was not happy 
with the quality of the paper being used in the BeesCene.  She 
is investigating other sources for the printing.
Heather told the members that back issues of the BeesCene 
could be made available in a PDF format.

Librarian – Ian Farber informed the members that the li-
brary is not frequently used.  More people are turning to the 
internet.  A list of the titles of what is available in the library 
should be posted on the website.  The library has approxi-
mately 50 different titles on DVD.   

Certified Honey Producers Program – Michael Campbell 
gave the report for Judy Campbell as she was unavailable to 
attend the meeting. 
There are 16 Certified Honey Producers that use 100% BC 
produced honey.  These producers must be members of the 
BCHPA and have purchased the liability insurance.  To be-
come a certified honey producer each must make application 
then their application is sent on to the executive to be ap-
proved and then they may purchase labels.  There is a yearly 
membership fee to belong to this program.
Judy made a suggestion that the cost of labels could be raised 
this year.

Wayne Neidig informed the members that Judy Campbell was 
in full control of the Certified Honey Producers Program and 
the selling of the labels.  She will send out invoices and collect 
the proceeds and then bank the money.  She will then forward 
on to the treasurer what the deposit consisted of.

Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Fund – John Boone
The trustees met on Thursday, March 13th, 2014. (Trustees 
are John Boone, Ian Farber, Joe Lomond and Bob Meredith).
Dr. Boone reported that the trustees have granted funding to 
Dr. Leonard Foster of  UBC to develop molecular tests to 
select honey bee resistance to Varroa destructor $2,500.00.  

They also granted $2,000.00 to Dr. Lucy Lee of UFV to build 
up honey bee cell cultures and perform cytotoxicity studies 
(groundwork for working with Nosema).   
A graduate student of Lakehead University, Thunder Bay, ge-
netic diversity of honey bees in Canada was not granted as it 
was out of Province.

Dr.  Boone then presented the Boone Hodgson Wilkinson 
Fund financials to the members.
Cash on hand as of March 1, 2014 was $3,799.22.
Bonds held total $74,000.00.

Membership – Laurie Hasiuk – Wayne Neidig informed the 
members that Laurie has volunteered to handle the member-
ship.  Invoices will be issued in December.  The year for the 
membership is from January 1st to December 31st.  

Day of the Honey Bee – kerry Clark described to the mem-
bers how this Day of the Honey Bee came to be.  In 2009 a 
young fellow moved by the plight of the honey bee sent a let-
ter to all municipalities to have May 29th set aside for the Day 
of the Honey Bee.  Several hundred responded and it became 
proclaimed that year.  Honey bees have a mystique.   There are 
brochures available for distribution for the celebration.

Regional Reps

kerry Clark – Peace River – December had a record snow-
fall, January warm followed by another cold snap in February. 
Questionable as to what has happened to the hives.
Jeff Lee – Vancouver/Fraser Valley – reported again very 
unusual winter weather.  The area is worried about the survi-
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by Elizabeth Elle and Hannah Gehrels
The Pollination Ecology Lab
Simon Fraser University
eelle@sfu.ca

Non-native plant species can out-
compete native plants for water, nutri-
ents, and light, leading to plant com-
munities dominated by just one or a few 
non-native species. In some cases, in-
vaded communities provide unsuitable 
habitat for our wildlife, and non-native 
plants can occasionally out-compete 
native species for access to important 
mutualists like pollinators or seed dis-
persers.  

Habitat restorations have been part 
of the arsenal used by Metro Vancou-
ver Parks to reverse native species loss 
and to reestablish ecosystem function. 
In most cases, restorations involved re-
moval of invasive species (often grow-
ing in near-monoculture conditions) and 
replanting with a diverse mixture of na-
tive plants. Although restorations have 
been assessed for their impact on some 
forms of wildlife (birds, voles) the im-
portance of habitat restoration for polli-
nators had not been evaluated.  Because 
the Metro Vancouver Ecological Health 
Action Plan of 2011 acknowledged 
the need to protect ecosystem services 
through expanding pollinator popula-
tions, we partnered with Metro in 2013 
to assess the pollinators using restored 
areas at 11 sites in 8 parks.  

From late April to late August, we 
studied pairs of plots, one restored with 
diverse native plantings, and one con-
trol plot that was matched for shape and 
area. Many of the control plots were 
near monocultures of Himalayan black-
berry. We estimated the abundance of 
flowers and the number of flowering 
plant species, and sampled pollinators 
directly from flowers using nets.  

We netted 3617 pollinators across all 
Metro Vancouver sites, comprising 142 
species or morphospecies (73 species of 
bees, 39 of flower flies, and the remain-
der a mix of wasps, other flies, butter-
flies, etc.). It is worth noting that 89% 
of visits were by bees and 6% by flower 
flies, with only 5% of recorded visits 
by the remaining 30 species observed.  
Bees really do all the work! And, as 

we expected, plant species richness, 
and pollinator abundance and richness, 
were higher in restored plots.  Basically, 
if there are more kinds of plants, there 
will be more, and more different kinds, 
of bees! 

Last year we wrote an article for 
BeesCene with information on the most 
pollinator-attractive garden plants. So, 
here are the most pollinator-attractive 
native plants for the lower mainland of 
BC (opposite page).  Because we didn’t 
get permission to start until late April, 
the list is missing some really important 
early-season plants that bloom in March 
and April, so keep that in mind.

In general, plant species used by the 
greatest number and diversity of pollina-
tors tend to have wide open flowers with 
easy access to nectar and pollen, the re-
sources female bees collect to feed their 
offspring. Roses, Rubus species (salm-
onberry, thimbleberry, trailing blackber-
ry), snowberry, and ocean spray all are 
in this category. Less accessible flowers 

include lupines, which require a heavy 
pollinator to push open the petals to ac-
cess pollen, and black twinberry, which 
has a long nectar tube making it acces-
sible only by long-tongued bees or hum-
mingbirds. Bumble bees are capable of 
acquiring resources from both of these 
relatively inaccessible flower types and 
are responsible for their high ‘pollinator 
attractiveness’ rank. 

The most common non-native plant 
species in the study, Himalayan Black-
berry (Rubus discolor), also has easy-
access flowers and produces large num-
bers of them. It also blooms at a time 
when honey bees are moved off of blue-
berry farms and into natural areas to 
recover. That combination is why all of 
you honey beekeepers reading this like 
it so much for your bees! When resto-
rations include removal of Himalayan 
blackberry, planting of native Rubus or 
other easy-access flowers can provide 
important food resources for pollina-
tors. Of course, even with restoration 
efforts in parks, there will still be lots of 
Himalayan blackberry around!

We’ve also worked in natural areas 
on southern Vancouver Island and in 
the South Okanagan.  For Vancouver 
Island, in addition to shrubs listed here 
like snowberry, ocean spray, and native 

Habitat Restorations in Metro: 
Are They Good for Bees?

Native Rose with mining Bee

Snowberry with male Bumblebee

ocean Spray with Sweat Bee
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roses, herbaceous plants like camas, sea 
blush, and spring gold are great for bees. 
For the South Okanagan, two excellent 
native shrubs are Ribes cereum (wax 
currant) and saskatoon, and pollinator-
attractive native herbaceous plants in-
clude phacelia, buckwheat, desert pars-
ley, mariposa lily, and various asters and 
daisies. Of course our ability to assess 
how much bees like something depends 
on the plants that are present, so there 
may be other native plant species that 
are also pollinator-attractive that we 
couldn’t sample. We also couldn’t sam-
ple trees very well (not sure how we’d 
do that—with ladders?) so they are un-
der-represented in our data. If in doubt: 
head to a garden store or a natural area, 
and see what the bees are telling you 
they like! 

As we have recommended before, 
it is important that plantings provide a 
continuous source of floral resources 
from spring to fall. The lack of resourc-
es early and late in the season is likely 
one reason why sites heavily invaded by 
Himalayan blackberry have lower spe-
cies richness of wild pollinators than 

restored sites. And, as always, it’s worth 
thinking about nest sites when consider-
ing wild bees—some nest in the ground, 
others in hollow stems or holes in wood.  
Planting of woody plants and perennials 
for pollinators is better, for that reason, 
than planting annuals—the soil stays 
undisturbed, and some kinds of shrubs 

and grasses have hollow stems that 
small bees can nest in.

We are indebted to Metro Vancouver 
for funding and access to parks.  It’s 
great to see that planning for pollina-
tors is considered important here in the 
lower mainland, and hopefully it is on 
the radar in your municipality as well!

Pollinator-attractive 
native plants in 

Metro Vancouver.  
Not all species were 
purposefully planted 

for restoration.  
Because sampling 

began in late April, 
the importance of 

early-flowering Red-
flowering currant 

(Ribes sanguineum) 
and Tall Oregon 
grape (Mahonia 

aquifolium) is not 
well-represented in 

these data.

on the Island: Common Camas with 
mason Bee

In the okanagan:  Wax Currant with 
Bumblebee
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vorship of the colonies due to the weather.
Pollination prices are staying the same for 2014, $100 - $125 
per hive for blueberries.  There will be a shortfall of hives for 
pollination in 2014.
Lance Cuthill – east kootenays – Collapse of colonies due 
to a heavy infestation of wasps.   There are 25 new beekeepers 
taking course in Cranbrook this spring. Winter kill was high 
30-40%.
David Masurat - kamloops - Reported that winter feeding 
was started early. It was too early to assess the winter mortal-
ity.
Diane Dunaway – Cariboo Region – There have been sev-
eral new beekeepers in the area.  It is too early to assess the 
winter losses.  There is to be another course given for begin-
ner beekeepers.
Stan Reist – South Island – Reported new membership is 
growing.  Capital Region Beekeepers’ Association has started 
a newbies corner where 20 minutes before the general meet-
ing mentors give instruction to the new beekeepers as to what 
to do at this time with the bees.  Duncan Club, Nanaimo Club 
and Comox Club are experiencing a rise in membership.  
Wasps took a toll on the hives last fall.  Reports of hives being 
left in the bush because of the wasp problem have been made. 

BC Bee Breeders – Richard Springborn reported to the 
members what has been happening such as attending a meet-
ing in Winnipeg to discuss the closure of the border and Barry 
Denluck attended a Senate inquiry about the plight of the hon-
ey bee.  There will be a short meeting of the BC Bee Breeders 
after the Semi Annual General Meeting.
Ministry of Agriculture – Paul van Westendorp, manager 
Apiculture Program – spoke to the members about the Bee 
Master Course (bi-annual course) and has 47 students signed 
up.  This course is held at UBC.
Annual Introductory course has 35 spaces and 140 on a list. 
This is held at Kwantlen College.
BC Honey Producers’ Association – Certification of Instruc-
tors.
There is to be a new Assistant Deputy Minister of Agriculture.
Paul brought new edition of CAPA's IPM book for $10.00 to 
the attention of the members.
There will be a spring survey and members are asked to get 
involved because the figures do help the Ministry.
Funding – Anyone who looks for funding must submit a pro-
posal.
April 1, 2014 – March, 2015 Growing Forward II – all funds 
gone.
Growing Forward III – funds still available.
Bee Inspection – Certain activities have been curtailed.
Link to BCHPA will be on the government web site.

uBC Research update – Marta guarna spoke to the mem-
bers as to what was taking place in the research of the field of 
social immunity behaviour – disease resistant and hygienic 
behaviour in certain genetic make up of bees.

Certification Course for Instructors – Lance Cuthill -  
BCHPA has the Ministry endorsement for this course.  Lance 
spoke on the copyright of the material that was given for the 
Certification Course.
There needs to be a Policy and Procedure Guidelines drafted. 
Non-compliance clause should be included. (If an instructor 

gives instructional material away).
There should be guidelines for the pricing of the course.
Entrance requirement should be more stringent – BC Master 
Beekeepers Course.
There should be monitoring of the exam for the students and 
for the Instructors.

New Business: 
Wayne Neidig spoke to the members about a new membership 
form that would be a 3 part document with a membership card 
attached. (1st page to BCHPA, 2nd to the club and 3rd to the 
member.)
BCHPA needs to get the divisions involved in membership 
drive.  
A complaint from the members is that the member does not 
receive a receipt or proof of membership.
Stan Reist suggested that the BCHPA and CHC explain to the 
small beekeepers what these organizations do for them.

Strategic Plan – gerry Mckee 
Incentives to the divisions to come on board with the member-
ship drive.
Recruiting speakers that would speak on topics that would 
benefit the membership.

Michael Campbell has donated hives for experiments using 
ground mites to control the varroa mite in the hives.  Results 
will be published when available.

Reminder to the members of the “Educational Day” Saturday 
at 9 am.
Adjournment 4:20 pm. ❀

Industries Canada Inc.

Hive Contamination Management
Iotron’s Electron Beam irradiation treatment of Apiculture 
equipment destroys the pathogens responsible for many Bee 
diseases (e.g. American foulbrood, Chalkbrood, Nosema).
The electrons penetrate 
Beekeeping equipment like an 
X-Ray, kill ing pathogens and 
leaving no residue. 
The resulting increased colony 
health improves productivity 
of pollination and honey 
production, while reducing 
costs of package bees, queens, 
equipment replacement, drugs and 
investment of bees in the production of comb. 
Improved productivity and decreased costs 
allow Beekeepers more assurance that revenue 
targets will be met and, with new markets 
opening to residue-free honey, also provides 
an opportunity to reduce drug treatment in the 
Beekeeper’s IPM program.

Please contact Iotron for more information
Iotron Industries Canada Inc.

1425 Kebet Way, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838  Fax; 604 945-8827  

Email iotron@iotron.com  Website www.iotron.com

ISO 9001
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At the 2014 Annual General Meeting, the CAPA membership, 
with input from the Canadian Honey Council, came up with 
an extended list (see bottom) of important and topical research 
areas involving honey bees. The CAPA Research Committee 
then agreed on the following specific areas as CAPA’s re-
search priorities for the next five years:

Management, pest management & IPM
• New or re-tasked methods for pathogen/pest control. Var-

roa is clearly the top priority but methods (particularly those 
that avoid harsh chemicals) that help control any pests or 
pathogens are very desirable.

• Can Canada increase its self-reliance for bee production? 
Can we produce enough packages and queens early enough, 
from overwintered queens, or develop management systems 
to produce replacement bees earlier a year ahead of winter-
ing bees to satisfy the Canadian demand? Can we propagate 
stock selected for Canadian conditions in US or overseas?

• Better define determinants of colony health and survival. In 
other words, evidence-based descriptions of what factors 
determine colony health. Use these to develop management 
and IPM recommendations that are business model-specific 
(e.g. pollination/ honey production/ queen rearing/ pack-
ages). 

• Better tools and/or recommendations for pathogen surveil-
lance, particularly for emerging pests (e.g., Africanization) 
and hard-for-beekeepers-to-measure pathogens (e.g., virus-
es, N. apis vs. N. ceranae).

• Recommend region-specific ‘bee pasture’ crops. Which 
plants can beekeepers or bee lovers plant to fill in gaps in 
forage in their areas?

Pesticides & drugs
• What are the lethal and sublethal effects (acute & chronic) 

on individual bees or on colony performance (brood produc-
tion, queen health, sperm viability, overwintering success, 
foraging and other behaviours) individually or in combina-
tion? Neonicotinoids are the most obvious class of pesti-
cide for which this question applies but the question is not 
exclusive to neonics and extends to fungicides and in hive 
chemicals

• What are the common routes to exposure of pesticides, and 
what levels are bees exposed to?

• Looking to future pesticides and/or drugs (e.g., RNAi), what 
are the potential off-target effects in bees?

• Can we develop guidelines for evaluating bee safety of new 
treatments that can be agreed upon by agro-chemical com-
panies, other agriculture groups (e.g., fruit growers, corn 
growers), PMRA and the bee industry?

Pollination
• Benefits of bee pollination to various crops.
a. Do new cultivars require different hive densities?
b. What effect(s) does active pollination (e.g., contracting 
bees vs. relying on neighbourhood bees) have on fruit char-
acteristics/qualities?

c. Value of ecosystem services?
d. Do crops that do not traditionally employ bees benefit from 
pollination?

• Interactions with specialists in other commodities.
a. Can bee health be a consideration during cultivar breeding?
b. Can farm management practices be changed to limit expo-
sure of bees to pesticides?
c. How can nutritional deficits be overcome during pollination 
and what might the benefits be on pollination effectiveness? 
Do bees managed for pollination services have different IPM 
needs?

genetics, molecular biology 
Note: CAPA does not advocate the development of genetically 
modified honey bees.
• Can markers be identified for the following traits that might 
be used for marker-assisted selection?
a. Hygienic behaviour
b. Varroa sensitive hygiene
c. Honey production
d. Defensive behaviour (to select against)
e. Brood pattern
f. Viral resistance
g. Spring build-up
h. Swarming (to select against)
i. Overwinter survival
j. Ability to deal with toxins
k. How do the above traits interact and how does climate/re-
gion impact on the use of the markers?

• Can diagnostic tools be created to aid in IPM?
a. For pathogens, especially viruses
b. For pesticide resistance (e.g., in Varroa)
c. For Africanization Host-pathogen relationships 

• Develop a honey bee health index that incorporates diagno-
ses of diseases but also seasonality, colony strength, nutrition 
and other potential risk factors (e.g. pesticide exposure) for 
colonies.
• Understand the basic biology of disease pathogenesis.  ❀

CAPA Research Priorities

www.urbanbeesupplies.ca 
info@urbanbeesupplies.ca
778-990-2176

Pick-up locations:
Abbotsford, Burnaby, Richmond, 
Tsawwassen, Vancouver and Whistler

We Ship 
Everywhere!

Serving Vancouver and the lower mainland

We offer: Arataki Packages, Nucs, tools, 
clothing, frames, educational courses
and so much more!!

suppl ies &
education

supplies &
education

Serving Vancouver and the lower mainland
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West Coast Bee 
Supplies

Bob Fisher
Phone 604-272-1921    Fax 604-272-1928

Email:  bluebob@shaw.ca
Store Address:
9351 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.

Mailing Address:
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5

- Formic Acid
- Oxytet 25
- Bee Pro
- CheckMite

- Apistan Strips
- Fumagilin B
- Menthol Boards
- Hive Boxes
- Bee Suits and much more

All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:

Maximize Spring Build-up 
and Colony Health

   Learn more at  www.globalpatties.com
    and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free

    or email  mike@globalpatties.com 
Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease 

GLOBAL PATTIES
Feed ready-made patties from

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate 
for good build-up and large honey crops.  

Feed patties to ensure colony health, 
fast build-up and maximum production.

4 - 55 - 9th Avenue S.E.
High River, Alberta T1V 1E6

Telephone 403-652-4441  Fax 403-652-3692
info@medivet.ca    www.medivet.ca

From Bee Supply Dealers or
Medivet Pharmaceuticals Ltd.

Your First Choice
  For Healthy Bees

FUMAGILIN – B
OXYTET–25 • FOUL BROOD MIX

APISTAN/CHECKMITE+
FORMIC ACID • BEE-REPEL

SAFETY EQUIPMENT FOR OXALIC ACID
OPTIMISER APPLICATOR FOR O.A.

BEE SHAKERS

 Phone 250-390-2313   1-877-390-6890    
Fax 250-390-5180    

E-mail: flydutch@telus.net   Stan & Cheryl Reist

Bee SupplieS, packageS 
NucS aNd QueeNS

Vancouver Island Pollination Services
6124 Metral Dr., Nanaimo BC V9T 2L6

FLYING 
DUTCHMAN

Feed Bee 
Pollen 

Substitute

Varroa Nator 
Screened Bottom Boards
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Education Day 
Speakers

Check the BCHPA website for more information at www.bcbeekeepers.com

September 25th - 27th, 2014
Richmond, BC 

Delta Vancouver Airport Hotel

BCHPA Convention &
Annual General Meeting

Dewey Caron

Marla Spivak

Medhat Nasr Jean-Marc LeDorze

Shelley Hoover

Join us for an opportunity to learn, meet people working on a 
diverse array of beekeeping topics, and have some fun too!

Trade Show with 20 vendors • Honey Contest • Significant Other Program
Early Bird Draw • Banquet • Wine and Cheese Social

Allen Dick

Judy Campbell

Eric Mussen
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Club Contacts
BCHPA DIVISIoNS
Alberni VAlley Honey Producers AssociAtion
6219 Lamarque Road, Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson  davemikkelson@hotmail.com  250-723-6089
bc bee breeders AssociAtion
551 Prince Robert Dr., Victoria, BC  V9B 1E1
Barry Denluck 250-900-5159
centrAl cAriboo beekeePers AssociAtion
Box 825, 150 Mile House BC, V0K 2G0
John Hoyrup    hilltop4@telus.net  250-296-3588
comox VAlley beekeePers AssociAtion
5411 Wildwood Road, Courtenay, BC V9J 1P5
Jennifer Dilfer   jenn.dilfer@hotmail.com     250-703-2669
eAst kootenAy diVision bcHPA
4300 Wilks Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 6S9  
Lance Cuthill   lcuthill@gmail.com     250-426-6049
kAmlooPs diVision bcHPA   
1308 Highway 8E, Merritt BC V1K 1R6
Diana Grimshire   dianagrim66@gmail.com   250-378-9703
mAPle ridge beekeePers AssociAtion
#501-1680 West 4th Avenue, Vancouver,  BC  V6J 0B7
Raena Dumas info@northfraserbeeclub.com   604-786-5245
nAnAimo diVision bcHPA
925 St. David Street, Nanaimo, BC V9S 2H8
Kathleen Silvey www.nanaimobeekeepers.com  250-716-0695
nortH okAnAgAn diVision bcHPA
331 Valley Road, Kelowna, BC V1V 2E5
R.W. Bob Chisholm    bobnkaye@shaw.ca 250-762-2203
PeAce beekeePers AssociAtion
PO Box 2090
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4K8
Kerry Clark     250-782-6646
Prince george beekeePers AssociAtion
18835 Ness Lake Road, Prince George BC, V2K 5L7
Barry Clark    m_bclark@hotmail.com      250-301-6266
Quesnel beekeePers AssociAtion
Lorne Smith   gssds@shaw.ca    250-747-2294 
sHuswAP beekeePers AssociAtion
1040 8th Ave., NE, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4A4
Paul Clark  fgpaulclark@gmail.com 250-833-8815
smitHers beekeePers AssociAtion
Box 3504,  2175 Main St.,  Smithers BC V0J 2N0
Phil Brienesse smithersbeekeepers@gmail.com  250-847-1599

soutH FrAser VAlley diVision bcHPA
12894 - 109 Avenue, Surrey, BC, V3T 2M9
Derek Lawrence   dlaw52@outlook.com    604-582-7545
soutH okAnAgAn diVision bcHPA
RR#2, Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0
Ray Levesque   cindylevesque@persona.ca  250-498-4025
sQuAmisH diVision bcHPA
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish BC  V0N 3G0
Phil Ellis      ph-ellis@shaw.ca           604-898-5337
sunsHine coAst diVision bcHPA
2137 Lower Road, Roberts Creek, BC  V0N 2W4
Allan Cobbin   alcobbin@dccnet.com    604-886-7006
terrAce diVision bcHPA
4525 Haugland Ave., Terrace, BC  V8G 1G3
Rudi Peters      r.peters@telus.net   250-615-7404
west kootenAy diVision bcHPA
3302 Village Road,  South Slocan, BC   V0G 2G0
Peter Wood  annpeterwood@gmail.com 250-359-7107

BCHPA AFFILIATeD SoCIeTIeS 
cAPitAl region beekeePers AssociAtion
Box 43033, Victoria, BC  V8X 3G2 250-388-5010
Catherine Culley  president@capitalregionbeekeepers.ca

oTHeR Bee- ReLATeD oRgANIZATIoNS
cHilliwAck beekeePing community
Laura Cameron - Delisle    
circlebee23@gmail.com   604-703-0341
cowicHAn beekeePers AssociAtion 
Box 274 Cobblehill BC V0R 1L0
Paul Peterson     paupet1@yahoo.ca 250-732-019
ricHmond beekeePers AssociAtion
Unit 41504 London Place, New Westminister BC V3M 4K7
Amanda Goodman Lee amanda@honeybeezen.com
sAlt sPring islAnd beekeePers AssociAtion
Belinda Schroeder   
belinda schroeder@gmail.com www.ssibeekeepers.com 
stuArt necHAko bee club
Box 595, Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0   
Jon Aebischer   sweet02@telus.net      250-567-5037
surrey beekeePers AssociAtion
18060 29A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S 9V2
Horst Leidel   ha.leidel@3web.com   604-541-0374

Please contact the Editor with any changes.
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••

Clips from the PasT
In this 1986 issue of Bee sCene (spelled as two words 
then) Mike Smirle writes about the possibility of breed-
ing bees for pesticide resistance and idenifies two en-
zymes that are important.
With the subsequent appearance of Varroa in this part of 
the world, much focus in breeding has been on Varroa 
resistance.

If any of our readers know of work done on pesticide 
resistance perhaps a letter to the editor would be in order. 
Could that be an approach to consider in dealing with 
neonicotinoids? Might it be possible to engineer some-
thing from a bacterium?  Perish the thought!  
 
 ~ Dr John Boone
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Armstrong APiAries
James Macdonald 
Armstrong
jamesmacdonald@telus.net
250-546-3237
Q N

AsHcroFt Honey 
Joe & Marguerite Lomond
250-373-2540
marglomond@gmail.com 
Q N

bArry beAdmAn
barry&diane@telus.net
Oliver
250-498-3153
Q N

bArry’s bees 
North Pender Island
Barry Denluck
bees@dencor.ca
Victoria
250-598-1159
Q N P 

brendA's bees
Brenda Jager
Gabriola Island
bzbees@telus.net  
250-755-5834
Q C

cAmPbell's gold Honey 
FArm And meAdery
Mike and Judy Campbell
Abbotsford
www.bchoney.com
mikecampbell@bchoney.com
604-856-2125
N

cAsPiAn APiAries
Hossein Yeganehrad
New Westminster
1-888-906-3938
www.caspianapiaries.com
info@caspianapiaries.com
N P Q C

Flying dutcHmAn 
Stan and Cheryl Reist 
Nanaimo
flydutch@telus.net
250-390-2313
QNP

golden eArs APiAries 
Jean-Marc LeDorze
Mission
jmcshipley@shaw.ca
604-820-6924 
Q N C P

HeAtHer Higo
Langley
heather.higo@gmail.com
604-532-6904
Q N

Honeybee centre
John Gibeau 
Surrey
info@honeybeecentre.com
604-575-2337
Q P
 
JinglePot APiAries
Sol Nowitz 
Nanaimo
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
250-753-9619
Q N P 
   

kettle VAlley Queens

Elizabeth Huxter
Grand Forks 
lizandterry@gmail.com 
250-442-5204 
Q N

rod Jo moody APiAries
Rodney & Jo Moody
Cowichan Bay 
rodjo@telus.net 
250-743-1939 
Q
   
silVer stAr APiAries
Richard Springborn 
Vernon
rspringborn@gmail.com
250-379-2567
N 

skeenA VAlley APiAry
Rudi Peters
Terrace
250-615-7404 
www.skeenavalleyapiary.com
r.peters@telus.net
Q N

sweet necHAko Honey
Jon & Susan Aebischer
Vanderhoof
(250) 567-5037
Fax: (250) 567-2177
sweet02@telus.net
www.sweetnechakohoney.ca
QN
  
VAn isle APiAries 
And bee Products   
Grant Stringer
Saanichton
250-652-9834             
vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Q N B

British Columbia Bee Breeders Association

• B = Bulk Bees
• Q=Queens  
• P = Packages

• C = Queen Cells  
• N = Nucs  
• S = Shook Swarm
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Ask the Buzzers...

To learn more visit www.NODGLOBAL.com  or call 866 483 2929
HEALTHY BEES. HEALTHY PLANET.

Formic acid gel strips for the treatment and control 
of Varroatosis caused byVarroa destructor in honeybees

Mite Away Quick Strips® 
Arrests the Transmission of 

Viruses

Varroa mites reproduce under the 
brood cap, preferring drone brood. 

Mite Away Quick Strips® are placed 
on the top bars of the bottom brood 
chamber allowing to treat the brood 
rearing zone in the hive. 

“The strip’s innovation is that the 
treatment successfully penetrates the 
brood cap, targeting the Varroa mites 
where they reproduce, arresting the 
transmission of viruses.  When bees are 
treated with MAQS® there is no risk of 
residue contamination to the honey or 
wax. 
 - David VanderDussen CEO NOD Apiary Products 
Ltd.

Another element of the treatment is 
the bee’s natural ventilation response
when MAQS® is applied, air movement 
created by the bees drives the vapours 
into the cells.
Having entrances fully open during the 
7 day treatment is essential. 

Mite Away Quick Strips® can be 
purchased through most bee supply 
outlets across Canada. A full list can be 
found on our website.
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Q: Is it really necessary to wrap my bees 
for winter?
A: Up in Terrace we get huge temperature 
swings during the day in the winter, we 
can go from -10C to +5C and then back to 
-10C during the night. This swing is too 
large and too fast for the cluster to handle. 
I wrap my hives with polyair insulation 
wrap, which is that foil-bubble-bubble-
foil wrap used to wrap hot water tanks 
with. In the winter we have three very 
distinct temperatures to deal with. We 
have ambient temp, radiant sun temp, and wind temp. What 
the polyair wrap does is it levels out the temperature swings 
giving a more consistent temperature for the bees to deal with, 
by blocking out the radiant sun heat that we get as well as 
blocking the arctic winds we can get. ~ Rudi Peters, Terrace 
A: It depends on where you are. The European hives wintering 
brood chambers do have 3” thick walls.
I wrap in 4 packs with 1” korolite insulation panel, 8 frame 
colonies with a 2 frame feeder. It saves lot of feed and winter 
losses are below 5-7%. I will write an article with pictures 
about our wintering methods for the November issue. 
 ~ Bill Ruzicka, Kelowna
A: If the bees are on the Coast, or in the Okanagan, probably 
not. Bees in singles would benefit from a wrap wherever they 
are located. ~ Steve Mitchell, Duncan 
A: This is a similar question to what 
came first the egg or the chicken. 
 ~ Wayne Neidig, Delta
A: Wrapping bees for winter depends 
much on your location, climate and 
winter weather. For example, here 
in the East Kootenays, Creston has a 
super mild climate where beekeepers 
from as far away as Manitoba haul 
their bees for overwintering. They 

do not wrap their bees. In Cranbrook, 
about 100 km away, some form of 
wrapping is necessary. While bees 
with sufficient food can manage cold 
temperatures, they do not do well when 
winter temperatures rapidly fluctuate 
e.g. -30C at night to -2C daytime. 
Winter wraps with insulation can slow 
down these fluctuations, helping the 
bees remain clustered. Winter wraps 
also keep the the cold wind and rain 
from blowing through the cracks. 

 ~ Lance Cuthill, Cranbrook 
A:  It depends on where you live. We in the Thompson Valley 
area do not wrap them.  ~ Joe Lomond, Savona

Q: Do beekeepers need to provide moisture absorption for 
overwintered hives, and if so, how can this best be provided?
A: I do two things to help with the moisture. First I use an 
upper entrance in addition to the main lower entrance, and this 
allows some of the moist air to escape. In addition to this my 
inner cover has a 3” hole with a #8 hardware cloth screen over 
it and on top of that I place an empty honey super into which 
I place a burlap bag filled with dry cedar shavings (from a 
planer is the best). The shavings absorb a tremendous amount 
of moisture but it also acts as a buffer between the moist warm 

air of the hive and the cold outside air 
and thus eliminating any condensation 
issue from the inside cover of the hive. 
 ~ Rudi Peters
A: I never used it in Florida, in the 
summer outside and inside humidity is 
90% and bees are just fine. Try to stop 
using top entrance as it does create 
a chimney effect which breaks the 
adiabatic rules of physics. More details 
in the November issue.  ~ Bill Ruzicka

Ask the Buzzers...
This column is a place where all beekeepers are encouraged to both ask questions and 
give answers.  It has been said that if you ask three beekeepers a question, you will get 
four different answers, so readers will have to take answers under careful 
consideration. Beekeepers are encouraged to respond to answers when 
their thoughts may differ.

Please send questions and responses to the editor at BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com. 

An important thing to always keep in mind is the wide range of environmental 
conditions we encounter in our province. It's best to be cautious when taking 
advice for your bees, and to take into consideration where that advice is coming 
from. Always consult experienced, successful beekeepers in your area.
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A: A small upper entrance will allow excess moisture to leave 
the hive. ~ Steve Mitchell
A: We don’t provide anything for moisture absorption – we 
just provide a top entrance (a notched opening on the inner 
cover) so the moisture can escape. ~ Joe Lomond
A: Some individuals do this (provide absorbing materials) 
- one method is stacking old newspapers on the top of the 
colony (inside the cover). ~ Wayne Neidig
A: A great deal of moisture is produced inside the winter 
hive as a by product of honey consumption. This moisture 
exists in warm air that rises and then condenses on the lid 
or inner cover even to the point of dripping water back on 
to the cluster. Of course, if this moist air can be sufficiently 
vented to the outside where the air is drier then moisture 
absorption inside the hive is not necessary. When winter 
ventilation doesn’t handle this moisture then adding some 
moisture absorption is a wise move. For example, an empty 
super above a screened inner cover with a bag of dry 
wood shavings works. The more honey the bees consume, 
the more water is produced in the hive. ~ Lance Cuthill 
 
Q: Is it okay to use an oxalic acid vaporizer when there is 
brood in the hive?
A: No. That’s the short answer. One might make a case for 
doing this treatment with brood present, if access to the apiary 
is going to blocked by snow while the hive(s)still have brood. 
 ~ Steve Mitchell
A: Not recommended. Should be done late fall, early 
winter with temperature at 2 to 3 degrees C. ~ Joe Lomond 
A: I do use oxalic acid but I have found that oxalic acid and 
brood are a deadly mix whether in sugar syrup or in vapour.

In short, I do not use oxalic 
acid when there is brood in 
the hive. ~ Lance Cuthill
Q: Is Formic Acid 
treatment alone sufficient 
for a fall Varroa treatment?
A: I use MiteGone pads 
with formic acid to treat for 
Varroa, if I need to, and it 
has always worked and I 
have never needed to use 
anything else in conjunction 

with it. I personally think that it is the most efficient and cost 
effective way of treating your hives against mites. 
 ~ Rudi Peters
A: It depends on what you call fall and what method you 
use. All the bad stuff you may have heard about formic acid 
is due to concentration, timing and application method. 
Kerry Clark long ago proved that 65% formic acid is the 
most effective and least aggressive. Timing: you have to 
treat in late August to protect your winter bees. You must 
use a method which uses 65% acid and that can be used 
in late August. Treatments in September and October 
are too late - the damage is already done. ~ Bill Ruzicka 
A: It could be if the bees express a reasonable amount of VSH 
to clean up what the formic acid did not kill. ~ Steve Mitchell
A: It appears to work as that is all that we use. Our winter 
losses run between 10 to 15% - not all caused by Varroa mites. 
 ~ Joe Lomond
A: Yes if applied properly. Refer to the ministry website for 
instructions on how to use. ~ Wayne Neidig

BOONE HODGSON WILKINSON FUND
Funding the Study of Apiculture in British Columbia 

Since 1965 

SECRETARY-TREASURER
Dr. John Boone

3830 West 37th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6N 2W3
Tel 604-266-9301       jboone@telus.net

2014 DIRECTORS
John Boone

Ian Farber • Joe Lomond • Bob Meredith

Applications 
are processed 

during the winter 
months. 

For further 
information 

or donations 
please contact:

CRA Registered Charity 
Receipts for tax purposes will be issued 

for donations of $20.00 or more.

Hanefelds’ Honey Farm
Nassenheider Fill-up
Price: $2,595. Includes shipping

The bottler for honey and other 
liquids with higher viscosity. Compact, 
versatile, affordable and reliable.

Single Story Hives for Sale 
Available in May
2013 Queens, 

5 Frames of Brood $250

Contact Fred @ Phone & Fax: 604-856-8937
E-mail: FKOH@telus.net
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A: Any action taken to control 
Varroa must be monitored 
following treatment to ensure 
the treatment worked. Formic 
acid certainly can be a sufficient 
fall treatment. However, many 
events can work against getting 
a sufficient treatment. e.g. holes 
and cracks in the hive where 
acid vapours can escape, and/
or high humidity allowing 
little evaporation. It is wise, if 
not mandatory, to test to see if 

treatment is required and then test after treatment to see if the 
treatment worked. ~ Lance Cuthill

Q: It is late summer where I am, and I have 2 hives. One of 
them is queenless. Should I requeen the hive at this point, or 
combine the hives together? Are there any other options?
A:  If both hives are sufficiently strong enough to make it 
through the winter and the only thing missing is a queen in 
one, and if a queen is available, I would just place a queen into 
the hive. If, however, one is substantially stronger than the 
other and if there is any doubt about the survivability of the 
weaker hive, I would then merge the two hives; better to have 
one strong hive in the spring than no hives. The other option 
and this depends on how late in the summer it is, you could 
move  a frame of eggs and freshly hatched larva over from 
the queenright hive to the queenless hive: just brush off the 
bees first and move only the frame. This would allow them to 
make a new queen if it is not too late and if there are drones in 

the area with which the 
new queen could mate 
with. ~ Rudi Peters
A: It depends - if the 
hive is strong then re-
queen. If it’s weak, 
then join them. Another 
option is to buy a strong 
nuc with its own laying 
queen and put it on. 
 ~ Bill Ruzicka
A: If you can find 
a mated queen, then requeen. This would give you more 
flexibility coming out of winter, i.e., boosting, splitting. If no 
queens are available, then combine and make up the loss in 
spring. ~ Steve Mitchell
A: Yes. If you can transfer some sealed brood along with a 
new queen it should be worth a try. ~ Joe Lomond
A: Depending on the size of the queenless hive answers this 
question. If it was early July I would take a frame of eggs and 
larva from the queenright colony and give to the queenless 
colony. Remember it will be approximately 30 days until you 
will see an egg from new queen. ~ Wayne Neidig
A: This a hard question to answer without more information. 
How long has the hive been queenless? How many bees are 
left in the queenless hive? Can a new queen be purchased? 
What is the usual length and type of fall? If the queenless 
colony is small, I would combine them. Requeening would 
be an option but if drone layers are present, success is limited.      
 ~ Lance Cuthill  ❀

AMPAK INC.
180 - 4611 Viking Way, Richmond BC
Telephone: (604) 273-9631  Fax: (604) 273-1865
www.ampak.ca  splester@ampak.ca

OUR BUSINESS.....
 ..... IS PACKAGING YOURS

We have a wide range of stock glass & plastic
containers including honey bears & bee hives. 

We also carry a variety of plastic and metal lids.

Please Call Us For a QUote

Beekeeping Equipment and Glassware
•  Canadian Made Wooden Ware
•  Dominion and Grimm Glassware
•  Country Rubes Screened Bottom Boards
•  And Other Exciting Products

Quality Supplies from Two Friendly Beekeepers 
in North Vancouver

www.twobeesapiary.com ~ twobeesapiary@shaw.ca

778-237-8711

Is AFB a problem?

Oxytetracyline is 
no longer effective?

Tylan® Soluble
(tylosin tartrate)

Now available at
Medivet Pharmaceuticals Ltd. 

or its distributors

Always follow label directions for use.

Tel. 403 652 4441
4, 55 – 9 Ave SE, High River, AB, T1V 1E6

www.medivet.ca  info@medivet.ca
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Allen Dick
Allen lives in Swalwell Alberta and has been a Beekeeper since 1972 for honey production and pol-
lination. He became a part-time bee inspector in 1974 and has served several terms as a director of 
the Alberta Beekeepers Association. Allen is the recipient of the ABA Achievement Award and has 
written articles for Bee Culture magazine. He has experience running 4,500 hives, and retired from 
commercial beekeeping in 2003. He now runs 50 to 100 hives and has kept a Diary on his web site 
since 1999. Allen is also an avid West Coast sailor.

The Financial Side of Beekeeping
•  How I Screwed Up and Why I’m Hoping You Won’t

• Why Money Matters, Even if Beekeeping is Your Hobby • Why are You Doing This, Anyhow?
• What is Your Time Worth? • Pricing Your Products • Social Responsibility and Reputation

• Turning Your Hobby Into a Business - Is It a good Idea - For You?
•  Running a Beekeeping Business • Dealing with Competition - Making it Pay

• Value for Money • The Law • The Taxman • The Bank • Happy Ending

Dr. Shelley Hoover
Bee Integrated Pest Management Project 
(IPM) Update
Shelley received her BSc in Biology from the University of Northern British Columbia, and did her 
PhD research in the Winston lab at Simon Fraser University. Her thesis research examined factors 
that contributed to ovary suppression on worker honey bees, and included research on the “anar-
chist" bees in Australia. At SFU Shelley also worked on projects examining gene expression in the 
different honey bee castes, reproductive parasitism in bumble bees, and honey bee colony defence. 
Subsequently, she was a Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Canterbury, Christchurch, where 
she examined the effect of environmental change on plant-pollinator interactions. More recently, 
she has been part of the Bee IPM project, a collaborative effort among western Canadian researchers to develop new techniques to select 
for disease-resistant honey bees, assess methods of bee breeding, and evaluate stocks across western Canada. Currently, Shelley is a 
research scientist with Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development in Lethbridge. She studies bee health and pollination, and works primarily 
with honey, bumble, and leafcutter bees.

Dr. Marla Spivak
The Benefits 
of Propolis 
to Bee Health
Dr. Marla Spivak is a Distinguished 
McKnight Professor in the Department 
of Entomology at the University of Min-
nesota. The research and extension ef-
forts in her lab focus on how bees keep 
themselves healthy -- their social im-
munity. She bred a line of honey bees 

for hygienic behavior, a social trait that helps bees fight off diseases 
and parasites. Current studies focus on propolis -- plant-derived resins 
with remarkable antimicrobial properties that provide another form of 
social immunity to honey bees. Other studies include how pesticide 
use and lack of floral diversity affect honey bee health and wild bee 
diversity and abundance. Marla began her career working for large-
scale beekeepers and her priority is to do research that is applicable 
to them. To this end, she has recently help launch a national Bee Tech 
Team program to provide technical help for commercial beekeepers 
and an urban Bee Squad program to mentor backyard beekeepers.

Jean-Marc
Ledorze
Typical Season 
for Golden Ears 
Apiaries
Jean-Marc Ledorze is the Presi-
dent of Golden Ears Apiaries Inc. 
The company was formed in 1994. 
We currently operate approximate-
ly 3000 hives. We hope to over-

winter 5000 hives this season. We had modest beginnings. We 
started with 25 purchased nucs and 22 hives. By fall we had 99. 
The rest is history. 
Our main business focus is blueberry cranberry and canola pol-
lination in southern Alberta. We also sell bees. We produce some 
honey that we sell in bulk. 
My interest in beekeeping began at the University of Guelph when 
I took the introductory apiculture course. I then worked in Manitoba 
for Neil Vanderput and later in Alberta for Rene Berg. 
I taught high school for 4 years before beginning my current bee 
business.

2014 AGM Speaker Profiles
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Judy Campbell
Bee Innovative with 
Products from the Hive

Dr. Dewey M. Caron
Communicating with the Bees - Reading the Brood Frame

Dr. Caron is Emeritus Professor of Entomology & Wildlife Ecology, Univ of Delaware, & Affiliate 
Professor, Dept Horticulture Oregon State University.
I am a product of the Honey Bee program at Cornell University (PhD in Entomology with Dr 
Roger Morse). Professionally I spent 40+ years teaching, doing bee extension and bee research 
at Cornell, University of Maryland and University of Delaware with a 3-way split of Teaching, 
Research and Extension (+ Apiary Inspection & Department chairman at UMD and UD respec-
tively). I retired from UD in 2009 and moved to OR to be near grandchildren where I actively con-
tinue as volunteer Extension bee specialist for OR (Affiliate Faculty, OSU). I have been active in 
EAS since 1967 serving as board chair for 8 years, as President, and as EAS Foundation Chair 

and am currently Master Beekeeper program advisor. 
Since moving to the west coast, I have been President and now on executive Board of WAS. I currently serve as VP of the Oregon State Bee-
keepers. I was last in BC for the 2011 AGM after 2010 trips (Campbell’s in Abottsford and Castelgar for IPM session) and the WAS meeting in 
Victoria 2008. I have been very active in Spanish speaking overseas technology transfer development programs since 1981, currently train-
ing trainers in Bolivia and lateral transfer of beekeeping technology among coffee cooperative beekeepers in Mexico and Central America.

As Production Manager for Campbell’s 
Gold Honey Farm & Meadery, Judy 
Campbell runs the on farm Country Store, 
manages the vineyard, fruit and berry 
crops, and along with her husband Mike 
is a winemaker for their signature honey 

wines. She also offers various workshops and works together with 
Mike in bee education and tours on the farm.
Judy joined her husband Mike in developing Campbell’s Gold Honey 
Farm & Meadery in the 1990’s and in 2007 opened their new redevel-
oped on farm country store.
Judy is on the Board of Directors for the Fraser Valley Direct Farm 
Marketing Association which has been advocating for local BC farms, 
encouraging everyone to buy direct from the farm.
With the increase in consumer interest in buying local, this presenta-
tion will provide a discussion on products from the hive, but also some 
innovative approaches to product development and marketing for the 
hobbyist beekeeper.
Products from the hive include: honey, pollen, propolis (tinctures, 
creams and more), beeswax (including candles, cosmetics and 
soaps), bees (nucs and packages), and queens.
In addition, the presentation will encourage hobbyist beekeepers to 
use their own unique talents and experiences to create new innova-
tive products, using the beehive and/or beehive products.
We are only limited by our own lack of imagination. Networking with 
others and imagining what could bee... often manifests over time into 
something that will bee....!

Dr. Medhat Nasr
Alternative Soft Chemical 
Options for Mite Control

Alberta Provincial Apiculturist, 
Crop Research and Extension 
Division, ARD, Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada. He earned his 
M. Sc. (Entomology-Apiculture) 
at Cairo University, Cairo, 
Egypt and Ph. D. at University 
of California, Davis, CA, USA. 
For over 35 years he has been 
working on honey bee genetics, 

breeding, bee pest surveillance, and integrated pest management 
of tracheal mites and varroa mites. 
He is a recipient of a Fulbright scholarship, an Ontario 
Environment Stewardship Award, an Outstanding Achievement 
Award from Alberta Beekeepers, the Fred Rathje Memorial Award 
from the Canadian Honey Council, and Lifetime memberships 
from Eastern Apiculture Society and several other Apiculture 
organizations in the USA and Canada.  ❀

Dr. Eric C. Mussen
Major Bee Diseases, Pests and Their Control
Eric is the recently retired Extension Apiculturist for the University of California, housed in the Entomology De-
partment at the UC Davis campus. After receiving BS, MS, and PhD degrees in entomology, he has conducted 
limited basic research while mainly organizing and delivering various extension programs to beekeepers and 
others interested in honey bees and crop pollination for 38 years. He has published a bimonthly newsletter 
since 1976, with issues since 1994 available on his webpage. He has topical articles on important beekeeping 
aspects, called Bee Briefs, on his webpage. He is a member of many professional academic and beekeeping 
associations.

September 25th - 27th, 2014
Richmond, BC 
Delta Vancouver Airport Hotel
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Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________     Province ___________     Postal Code _______________________

Phone (         ) ___________________________ email   __________________________________________

2014 MeMBeRSHIP APPLICATIoN FoRM
BC Honey Producers’ Association

Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
www.bcbeekeepers.com

Membership dues are based on the number of honey bee colonies you keep.
BCHPA MeMBeRSHIP DueS  
0 to 25 Hives  $40
26 to 50 Hives  $50
51 to 150 Hives  $60
151 to 300 Hives  $70
301 to 500 Hives  $120
501 to 1000 Hives  $130
Over 1000 Hives  $200

Please make cheques payable to the
British Columbia Honey Producers’
 Association or BCHPA, and mail to:

27137 28a Avenue,
Aldergrove, BC  
V4W 3A4

New ❏  Renewal ❏   Please check here if renewing with an address change ❏

Membership includes a one-year subscription to both BeesCene and Hivelights quarterly publications. The BCHPA 
Liability Insurance Policy is the only one of its kind available in the province. By pooling our membership, we can offer 
this comprehensive insurance for a fraction of what it would cost individuals on their own. Members may attend the 
business day of the October BCHPA Annual General Meeting and the semi-annual meeting in March without charge 
(meals not included). Members benefit from the work of an active volunteer Executive including: Marketing (labels 
and brochures), Education (symposiums and website), and ongoing Advocacy (government and media relations). The 
BCHPA is a proud member of the Canadian Honey Council, working on our behalf.

$5 Million 
Coverage

for only $55 year!
Beekeepers understand that there’s 

strength in numbers. Our Group Liability 
Insurance Policy is the best value you’ll find. 

If you’re worried about stings, or bee smokers, or 
other related beekeeping risks – this is for you.

Note: coverage runs 
January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014. 

Effective date of coverage 
is based on date application and payment 

is received at the BCHPA office.
 Insurer will issue certificates 

in due course.

* oPTIoNAL $5,000,000 BCHPA
gRouP LIABILITY INSuRANCe  ADD oN $55

** oPTIoNAL Additional
$1 million Forest Fire Fighting
expense endorsement  ADD oN $100

*** oPTIoNAL DoNATIoN
BC’s Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund
for Honey Bee Research  ADD oN
(tax registered charity, receipts issued)

**** SuBSCRIPTIoN oNLY
Note: BeesCene is Included  $50 CAD
with Your  BCHPA Membership
(this is meant for out-of-province)

ToTAL $

Includes 
BeesCene & Hivelights

# of Hives _________

New Memberships and Renewals 
can also be done online at 
http://www.bcbeekeepers.com/membership-bchpa

❏ I do not want my name and address published in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act. 
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Regional Reports
Fraser Valley
~ Courtney White
Blueberry pollination finished up in 
early June. Even with a lower win-
ter mortality rate there were still not 
enough bees to meet the demand of the 
valley. Pollinators were able to take 
advantage of the shortage and charge 
$85-$115 per colony. In prior years 
there have been talks of creating a pol-
lination coalition of hobbyists to capi-

talize on all the smaller vacant contracts. With more and more 
blueberry farms popping up every day this might be a good 
idea if that trend continues.  The blackberry flow finished up 
in early July along with cranberries. Swarms peaked in late 
June, with more calls this year about established swarms in 
siding and sheds.  Local clubs are currently on summer break, 
with meetings to resume in September. Open hive field days 
were held in June by both the Langley and Richmond clubs.  
We’ve had some wonderful foraging weather and look for-
ward to a great honey harvest. 

Happy Beekeeping and see you at the AGM! 

North okanagan 
~ Dan Mawson
As most clubs do, we take a break from 
meeting over the summer. At our last 
club meeting in May there was much 
enthusiasm about the spring activity. 
Many of our club members are new to 
beekeeping and were starting their first 
hives. It was like hearing from new 
grandparents, they were all so proud 
of their new brood. Our club field day 

on May 10 was a huge success with guests traveling from all 
over the area to join us. Thanks to Terry and Liz Huxter and 
to Axel Krause for their great instruction and encouragement. 
Our club is experiencing some healthy growth mainly with 
new beekeepers. I also see many of our veteran members in-
creasing the number of hives and experimenting with splits 
and queen grafting. Several are now in business selling nucs 
and queens. Everyone wins when we increase the number of 
hives in the area.

Due to new trade agreements, we are seeing growth and in-
creased demand in cherry crops which led to extra demand for 
pollination this spring. I received many calls from orchardists 
looking for bees.

I am hearing reports in the valley that the honey flow was 
early this year, in spite of a cool spring. A strong honey crop is 
expected with several members already bragging about early 
harvests. Many have reported exceptional, full brood laying 
patterns as well leading to fast build ups.

This fall we hope to re-ignite the conversation with Kelow-
na city council about relaxing the by-laws for backyard bee-
keeping. 

Looking forward to a great harvest this August!

Terrace
~ Rudi Peters
The Northwest has been all abuzz 
this spring and early summer. Every-
one has experienced fantastic winter 
survival which of course has caused 
some people to have hives much larger 
than what they were expecting. There 
were several calls for swarm collec-
tion, which is always fun to do if they 
are not your bees. Those who took the 

spring BCHPA beekeeping course and got bees are well on 
their way to having fun with their new little friends.  

In conjunction with John Gibeau a pilot project has been 
started in the New Hazelton area to get beekeeping estab-
lished and to help with the local economy and food produc-
tion. The participants were all very eager and excited when 
John showed up with a truckload of bees.  In spite of the many 
stings that were received, everyone took their bees with great 
joy and brought them home to start their own apiaries.

July has come and brought with it a heat wave that we are 
not used to up here. With an almost normal spring, rain wise, 
and now the heat wave the mountain sides are bursting out in 
fireweed blossoms and the bees are working just about around 
the clock, a benefit of not getting dark during the summer.

We have reached the point up here that we can now pro-
duce enough locally raised and bred queens so that for those 
who need them they no longer have to import them or even 
have to go outside the region. With the continued success of 
this program, next year we should also be able to do that for 
nucs. This means that we will no longer have to be reliant on 
outside sources for our bees up here. 

kamloops
~ David Masurat
Today, as I write this report on bee-
keeping in the Kamloops area the tem-
perature is breaching 40 degrees C.  A 
bit toasty! 

At the end of May we celebrated 
the Day of the Honey Bee at the Ka-
mloops Farmers Market. There was a 
constant flow of people through our 
booth, lured in by our observation 

hive.  We had about twenty express interest in our basic bee-
keeping course. Many children had a fun time coloring bees 
and highlighting with sparkles.

Our annual picnic was in Merritt at Bruce and Diana 
Grimshire’s farm, an absolutely beautiful location. Meg and 
Alan Paulson went through some colonies that Bruce had 
especially cultured for the event. Bruce mentioned to me he 
hoped they wouldn’t swarm before we got to them. We are 
certainly blessed to have so many experienced beekeepers, 
like the Paulsons, to give us the benefit of their vast knowl-
edge and experience. The barbequed chicken had a special 
sauce, which had orange and honey flavoring. Over half of 
the people attending were from outside our area and with no 
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club affiliation.
As we moved into June we began a cycle of rain for most 

of the week and then a couple of sunny days. Woe to anyone 
who wasn’t doing active swarm control. Some reports were 
of hives with three splits and still they swarmed. Nectar flow 
seemed sluggish at best. As we progressed into July the tem-
peratures rose and a good flow began. Still about two weeks 
behind previous years. 

For those who are west of us, Lillooet to Ashcroft, the sum-
mer heat began shutting down their nectar by the second week 
of July. Up in the North Thompson they were concerned with 
flooding and erosion of the riverbanks. As July progressed 
they had a good nectar flow and some slowing as farmers be-
gan cutting alfalfa. Some reports of up to three honey supers 
per colony.  

Clearwater had bad winter loss, and consequently they did 
not have any swarm problems. They are having a good nectar 
flow and were putting on their second honey supers at the time 
of writing.

The Urban beekeepers are experiencing a heavy nectar 
flow at this time with no sign of letting up but it can vary 
depending on the location, some are better than others. Gener-
ally, there were a number of reports of packed pollen in the 
honey super frames. Everybody is holding their breath to see 
if this hot weather will totally shut down the nectar flow.   

Cariboo
~ Katie Richardson

The Cariboo has had a hot summer, 
with bursts of intense rain and show-
ers. The bees are producing well for 
the most part, with some beekeepers 
planning to begin extraction by end of 
July! Clubs in the area held field days 
in early summer to demonstrate the 
craft to new and experienced apiarists. 
Williams Lake was also host to pre-

sentations about electric fencing and managing swarms. Many 
beekeepers were part of various Seedy Saturdays held in the 
region, discussing everything from apiary start-up to planting 
for happy bees. With the warm weather and strong produc-
tion, we’re looking at a busy extraction season coming up. 

Peace Region
~ Kerry Clark
I was away for 3 weeks in July on a re-
tirement road trip to the Yukon. While 
I was away, there were hot days and 
little rain in the Peace: forest fires re-
sulted in evacuations of 2 Peace Re-
gion communities. The region had 
actually had a good start to the bee-
keeping year: a significant warm spell 
in January, relatively low winter mor-

tality, favourable spring build-up, and a renewed interest in 
starting beekeeping by several people who have heard of the 
plight of honey bees and feel they might help. I attended the 
Dawson Creek city meeting to give details and present the 
Day of the Honey Bee proclamation. There seemed to be a lot 
of interest and support.

The annual Beaverlodge beekeepers field day (3rd Friday 

in June) was well attended and excellent as usual. There were 
wo highlights for me. One was the technology to distinguish 
between live and dead sperm in queens: a tool that allows an 
explanation for the sometimes puzzling difference in perfor-
mance between queens with a similar history.

The other highlight was the ongoing surveys by the Na-
tional Bee Diagnostic Centre: virus surveys have found sever-
al viruses at high prevalence throughout the Peace (other areas 
still to be tested) with consequences that are not yet obvious. 

Preparing for my road trip, I put a queen excluder and 3 
supers on each hive by June 25, then left the job to the bees. 
On returning June 21, I find fully capped honey filling the top 
supers and I’ve got to get to work extracting. I hope others 
are just as fortunate, and to see lots of friends at the BCHPA 
meeting in September.

West kootenays
~ Dave Johnson
The West Kootenay area has had a 
very dry July which followed a June 
with a less than average rainfall. The 
result is that our honey flow has not 
met expectations. We are getting some 
rain showers now but too late in July to 
make a difference to the plants which 
normally sustain our flow.

The above was complicated this 
year for a lot of beekeepers who received packages from New 
Zealand. The packages were three weeks later than usual, ar-
riving in the second week of May. This reduced the buildup 
time which of course is crucial to being ready for the honey 
flow. Complications included dead queens in the packages 
(perhaps as a result of there being queens in the cluster), su-
perceding was a problem for way too many and drone laying 
queens were also part of the picture. Another phenomenon 
was a tendency to abscond. I am not sure how to explain that 
one except that it seems to occur when bees are placed into 
completely fresh/new hives including top bar hives.

The supplier has some work to do in terms of quality con-
trol and timing of delivery.

At this point I guess we are looking forward to next year.
Hope everyone enjoys the AGM.

South Vancouver Island
~ Barry Denluck
Summer in the South Islands has fi-
nally arrived. We experienced a longer 
than usual cool spring that resulted 
in a challenge for local queens. Al-
though winter losses were high again, 
our beekeepers have rebounded with 
many new colonies. 

Swarm collection was less than 
half of last year. I am hoping this is a 

direct result of the ongoing efforts by our clubs in educating 
new and older beekeepers the finer points of swarm manage-
ment, prevention and collection. Having said that, I just got a 
swarm call today, July 25th and expect a few more through to 
mid-August.

Research on the effectiveness of Stratiolaelaps scimitus as 
a mite management tool is ongoing by Contech with the bee-
keepers of Saltspring Island. I am hoping there will a progress 
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report at our upcoming AGM.
After 2 years of negotiations with the University of Victo-

ria we now have an apiary on the UVic property. Interest by 
the UVic community is developing with Biology 345 sched-
uling a lab at the apiary. I am hoping that we can build on 
this first step to develop research projects that directly address 
honey bees in the unique climate of the South Islands.

Matt Tooley, the new owner of  Bees ‘n’ Glass in the Co-
wichan Valley, is taking on the position of the South Vancou-
ver and the Gulf Islands representative. 

Anyone with questions or ideas pertaining to South Van-
couver and the Gulf Islands are welcome to contact your 
South Islands representative by email: SouthVanIsle@bcbee-
keepers.com.

Prince george
~ John Phillips

Our summer arrived with just the right 
weather conditions providing the bees 
with lots of flowers to produce a steady 
honey flow.  Then in mid-July it was 
very hot with record breaking tem-
peratures which caused a lessening 
of nectar for a short time, but the fire-
weed and clover are now in full bloom.  

Recently, heavy rain showers should extend the honey flow 
for a few more weeks.

The mite count is starting to rise and some beekeepers are 
taking their honey off earlier to medicate their bees, while oth-
ers are letting the bees continue to work with the opportunity 
for more honey and hoping that a later treatment can still save 
the hive.

The club will again be part of the BC Northern Exhibition 
in Prince George August 7, 8, 9 and 10 with a display stand 
holding a number of frames along with a marked queen.  Chil-
dren especially are always excited to see the workings of a bee 
hive and it is an excellent opportunity to educate the general 
public about the problems arising for bees.

In addition, our club gave the BCHPA Introductory Bee-
keeping course to nine students who attended two weekends 
of classroom work and field training.  They had several quiz-
zes during this time and then wrote the Provincial final exam.  
All the students passed and they had very high praise for the 
course material put together by the BCHPA and the Minis-
try of Agriculture.  Thanks go to club members Barry Clark 
who provided his apiary for the field trip and Wally Steidle for 
bringing interesting and current bee equipment to the class-
room.

Best wishes for a successful AGM and Conference this fall 
in Richmond.

Metro Vancouver
~ Jeff Lee
This is the season most beekeepers 
live for, when our hives are strong and 
the honey flow is strong. We hope for 
bright sunshine, lots of nectar and few 
problems. We keep a weather eye out 
for swarms from our own colonies, 
and secretly hope to catch a few from 
others less diligent.

Well, in the Metro Vancouver area, while this has not gone 
exactly according to plan it certainly hasn’t been a bad sum-
mer season. Many of the small-time, backyard and sideline 
beekeepers I have talked to are pleased with the two and three 
honey supers they’ve got stacked on their hives. The extraor-
dinary weather of May, June and July - just the right mixture 
of rain with a lot of sunshine - has resulted abundant forage 
over most of the Metro region.

If there is any downside, it is that everything arrived a 
couple of weeks early; the blackberry flow started in early 
June in some places like Pitt Meadows. Those of us doing 
blueberry pollination had calls from growers as early as the 
last week of April, with the bulk of early blueberries starting 
almost right on the 1st of May. The field raspberry flow has 
been very strong; for those of us pollinating the late varieties 
we’ve had to watch our supers and make sure the bees have 
lots of room to pack in their honey.

Of course, swarms were also early, and we fielded at our 
house about a dozen calls. The Richmond Beekeepers Asso-
ciation’s swarm catcher list, run by Lee Wood, was also fairly 
busy.

The oddest swarm I caught this year issued from a hive 
in Pandora Park in Vancouver. It first settled 35 feet up in an 
old park Elm tree, safely out of reach. But within half an our 
it was on the move, swirling 20 feet above us as it moved 
straight up the middle of a very busy East Hastings Street. 
Pedestrians and drivers watched in amazement as this mas-
sive swarm floated three blocks up one of Vancouver’s busiest 
streets and settled into a tall street tree. Fortunately for us, the 
bees settled on a branch right next to the roof of a three-storey 
condominium. We convinced the strata council president to 
let us up, and I literally reached over and dumped the bees, 
queen and all, into a waiting box. The colony is now going 
gangbusters!

Metro beekeepers participated in the Day of the Honey 
Bee, with at least two demonstrations at farmer's markets. 
Lianne Shyry and her North Vancouver crew put up a stand 
at the Loutet Farm on the North Shore and gave talks with 
the use of a demo hive. Stephanie Imhoff, Bill Kershaw and 
another beekeeper also put up a display table with an observa-
tion hive, a top bar, the many products from the hive.

The Richmond club borrowed Allen Garr’s single-frame 
demonstration hive at the Vancouver Farmer’s Market at 
Trout Lake. Kids and adults alike were drawn to it (like bees to 
honey!) and it gave volunteers Gus Axen, Tony Puddicombe, 
RBA president Amanda Goodman Lee, Garr and myself lots 
of opportunity to share the message of bees and beekeeping. 
Those stacks of brochures printed by the BCHPA disappeared 
quickly. Allen also did a segment on the Bill Good Show in 
July on the issues around neonicotinoid pesticides and their 
effects on bees.

The Richmond club held its annual field day and potluck 
on June 14 at The Sharing Farm in Terra Nova Rural Park 
in Richmond. For all the bright weather we’ve had, that was 
one of the days we had rain, but there was still lots of attend-
ees. Jaquie Bunse gave a demonstration on checking for mite 
loads, and answered lots of newbie-fielded questions. Garret 
Wilkinson did a session on top bar hives, Brian Campbell did 
one on inspecting a hive and Eric Crosby offered one on cre-
ating nucs.  The Langley Bee Club also held their field day 
on the same day, and unfortunately, under the same weather 
conditions.
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The fact that the association’s annual general meeting and 
education day will again be held in Richmond has not escaped 
the attention of Metro beekeepers. There is a lot of interest in 
the roster of speakers, and many people have told me they are 
setting aside time to attend. Several members of the RBA and 
Langley Bee Club are also giving BCHPA president Wayne 
Neidig a hand in organizing the event.

Lastly, the Richmond club is undertaking a special event on 
Oct. 18. It is bringing in Michael Bush, the beekeeper and au-
thor of Practical Beekeeper, Beekeeping Naturally for a one-
day workshop. The event will be held at the Pacific National 
Exhibition. The club is issuing 100 tickets, and the cost is $45 
for early birds and $60 later. Lunch is included. We’ve experi-
enced strong interest and expect to sell out fairly quickly. For 
information and orders, go to the RBA website at www.rich-
mondbeekeepers.ca or email me at jeff@honeybeezen.com 

Sunshine Coast
~ Allan Cobbin
Our June bi-monthly meeting was 
quite well attended with several new 
members present. Our four colonies at 
the Botanical Society Gardens are far-
ing well and under Rob Haines’ able 
leadership produced several queens for 
members. No arrangements have been 
made to produce honeycomb as we did 
last year but it was generally agreed 

that when honey is extracted we will make arrangements to 
sell it at a Botanical Society Fall event. Our weekly sessions 

continue as they are of significant value to our newer mem-
bers. You just can’t beat the "hands on" experience.

One of our members, Kathleen Suddes, prepared and circu-
lated a most informative pamphlet outlining our Association’s 
goals of mentoring and education. It also notes that “We are a 
proud community partner, including the Day of the Honey Bee 
and hosting school visits to our demonstration hives.” Copies 
will be circulated to all members, to the Botanical Society and 
to those members who sell honey locally. Congratulations for 
a job well done Kathleen!

The Day of The Honey Bee was celebrated on Saturday 
May 31 at the Sechelt’s Farmers’ Market. Their committee 
graciously provided a tent, tables and a prime viewing lo-
cation. The weather allowed us to bring in an observation 
hive which was well appreciated by all but especially by the 
youngsters.

As requested, I spoke about swarming. This included types 
of swarms, reasons for swarming and some methods to help 
prevent them. We discussed how a beekeeper might make 
use of swarms and also mentioned setting up bait hives and 
catching, and then hiving swarms. It seemed most topical for 
this time of the season. One of our newer members reported 
a swarm that landed high up in a large tree trunk on a neigh-
bour’s property where they proceeded to establish their new 
home. They drew out several columns of comb but sadly only 
stayed for about six weeks before departing. Every beekeeper 
has a swarm story but this one was a little unique!

Our annual Field Day will be held at the Botanical Soci-
ety’s Gardens on Sunday Aug.10 where we can check out our 
colonies and share our recent local happenings before enjoy-

WESTERN APICULTURAL SOCIETY 
Sept 17-20, 2014

The University of  Montana - Missoula
Sept 17        2nd International Workshop on Hive & Bee Monitoring
Sept 17-20  WAS Conference - Updates on Research, Management, 
          Bee Friendly Plants, Everything Honey, and More
Sept 18        Kyra Jean Williams Farm to College Fall ‘Feastival’ with 
          dinner on the Oval (evening)
Sept 18-19  Main Conference Presentations & Trade Show
Sept 19        Banquet 
Sept 20        Workshops - Candle Making to Queen Breeding (a.m.)
Sept 20        UM Color Run for the Fun and Exercise (a.m) 
Sept 20        Missoula Honey Harvest Festival on the UM Oval  
          with additional opportunities (p.m.) 

Accommodation at the 
Doubletree by 

Hilton Hotel Edgewater,  
just across the river via 

footbridge from the campus.
See missoulaedgewater.doubletree.com

406-728-3100 Code APIC

This is NOT your 
 Grandfather‛s Bee Conference!

See it all on the website: ucanr.edu/sites/was2/Conference_Information
or email Dr. Jerry Bromenshenk WASpresident2014@gmail.com

Sept 17        2nd International Workshop on Hive & Bee Monitoring
Sept 17-20  WAS Conference - Updates on Research, Management, 
          Bee Friendly Plants, Everything Honey, and Moreccommodation at the 

 Grandfather‛s Bee Conference
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by Chantel Parsons, Comox, BC
This essay originally appeared in September, 2013 on the Comox Valley Bee-
keepers Association website: www.comoxvalleybeeclub.com

Ever since I read A Recipe for Bees 
and The Secret Lives of Bees I’ve 
been captivated by beekeeping. I’ve 
longed to get my own hives, bottle 
my own honey, dance in the beeyard 
covered in my lovely, gentle bees. I 
imagined that I would totally be in 
touch with the inner workings of my 
bees, I’d anticipate their needs, and 
I’d communicate with them on a ce-
lestial level. They’d know what I was 
thinking and I would know what they 
were thinking. It would magical and 
people would think I was cool.

It appears that I don’t know jack 
squat about bees and they seem to 
care less about what’s going on with 
me. Seriously. I got my first 2 hives in 
May as nucs. And my crash course bee school began:

“What do you mean I have to feed them? They’re BEES! They feed themselves, 
don’t they?”

“Oh, I can build and paint all these hive bodies and wire and embed all 60 frames 
in one weekend, no problem, says the internet. I beg to differ. 
How does one embed wax on a frame without electrocuting one-
self or catching things on fire?”

“What do you mean the hive box has to be square? Can’t I just 
eyeball it?”

“Swarms? What the hell? I just got these bees and they 
swarmed 3 times before July. I read that new colonies don’t 
swarm in their first year!”

“How much equipment DO I need? I thought they’d live in 
one hive forever and ever.”

“What the heck is a split?”
“Robbing? What’s that?”
“Where is my honey?”
Fortunately, despite my best efforts, my bees are very healthy and 

happy and I have learned a boat load. The three swarms were hard 
to take but the remaining bees rallied. My girls are quite friendly 

and I’ve 
only had 
one sting…and I’m not entirely sure it was a honey bee that stung me. I 
can often tend to them without smoke or sugar syrup. I’ve been reading 
and watching YouTube videos about bees non-stop since February, try-
ing to cram all the bee knowledge into my head, only to have it explode 
at every bee club meeting where each beekeeper has the exact opposite 
advice as the next.

I love observing the bees in the morning, cereal bowl in hand, watch-
ing them trundle into the hive with pollen packs bulging, doing their 
bee thing. I really love my bees, those mysterious creatures are ever 
fascinating.

I have no idea what they are thinking, but they seem to be okay.
And so am I, even though I’m not the bee whisperer I imagined. ❀

The Bee Whisperer
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ing a pot luck dinner and barbeque. 
Local rumour has it that two of our Club members are 

working on a new and more functional hive cover. More on 
this later if prototypes work well.

I am hopeful that we will have good turnout at our Sep-
tember AGM as it is only a ferry ride and a short drive to 
Richmond. Car-pooling will be recommended. Members will 
be asked to check out BCHPA’s website (www.bcbeekeepers.
com) regarding submissions for the Honey Judging competi-
tion.

Wayne Neidig has graciously accepted our request to be 
the guest speaker at our October 13 meeting and will discuss 
overwintering practices and answer members’ questions.

With the continuing wonderfully sunny weather in the past 
three weeks,  I am reminded of Henry James’ remark: “Sum-
mer afternoon, summer afternoon; to me those have always 
been the two most beautiful words in the English language.” I 
couldn’t agree more!!

North Vancouver Island
~ Gerry Rozema
There have been some changes in the 
North Island area for this report. At 
recent meetings it was made known 
that folks were looking for a new rep 
to prepare reports for our area, and 
I stuck my hand up.  I got the job. A 
short time later, I was informed that 
my report for this publishing cycle 
is overdue, please send. That didn’t 

leave a lot of time to gather up information from beekeepers 
throughout the area, but a few phone calls and one club meet-
ing later I’ve got something to report. I’ll start with a bit of 
an introduction.  My wife and I have been keeping bees now 
for 5 years, we started while living in Duncan, and dabbled 
with a half dozen hives as an interesting hobby.  Last year we 
moved up island for a new job, and bought a small acreage 
just outside of Campbell River. We have room for more bees 
and are in the process of expanding from a small hobby to a 
semi-serious sideline. We have a dozen colonies this year, and 
plan to increase significantly next year. We have been active in 
the bee clubs for 5 years now, and have been members of the 
BCHPA for most of that time.

So far this year, the season has been spotty. Reports from 
Nanaimo thru to Campbell River are all very similar. The 
blackberries did not produce well at all this year, with only 
a couple locations reporting a good return on the blackberry 
bloom.  Prior to the blackberries, some areas reported a good 
flow for a short period, others reported there was not much at 
all.  This dovetails with our own experience in the back lot.  
I’ve got one hive on a scale, which is set up to record weight 
on a 5 minute interval and store the data for later. Colonies 
added 40 pounds during the lead up to the blackberry bloom, 
and have not done much since. For those interested, the graphs 
are available online at http://www.rozeware.com/hives.  The 
graphs are live, and the online version is updated hourly.  It’s 
a pretty clear picture of how the flows have been here just 
south of Campbell River, and talking to folks in Nanaimo and 
Comox, most are reporting a very similar result.

The Comox Valley bee club built a new yard in a fireweed 
patch earlier this summer, and a few members now have the 
bees up in that yard for the fireweed bloom.  Early reports 

from the fireweed patch suggest that it’s looking promising.  
It’s still early for the fireweed bloom, so there isn’t much in-
formation in yet, but the logging patches are now in full bloom 
at the lower levels, and just starting at higher levels.

I am looking forward to my stint as the BCHPA representa-
tive for the North Island and will be touching base with more 
clubs farther south of us over the next few weeks.  By the next 
reporting period, I should be up to speed on what’s going on in 
the whole region, rather than just in our local area.  ❀

east kootenays
~ Mike Malmberg
It is the end of July and the cucumbers 
are growing like mad. This is where the 
honeybees really make a difference on 
our farm. One of the best crops ever is 
on the ground and we are looking for-
ward to a busy season in the market 
garden, thanks in no small way to our 
friends the bees!

Weather is our fickle friend in the 
East Kootenays. Near normal temperatures and precipitation 
this spring held out high hopes for a great honey season. Colo-
nies surviving the winter seemed to get off to a good start and 
populations grew rapidly in May and June. Hot dry weather at 
the end of June put a sudden halt to nectar flows. With colo-
nies having burgeoning populations suddenly facing a scarcity 
of readily available feed, survival dictated rapid consumption 
of honey stores. Some beekeepers were feeding their colonies 
by the end of July. Seasonal weather in some areas however, 
along with the help of irrigated crops and timely thunder-
storms still holds out hope for a honey crop for some folks 
this year. 

Lance and Bobby Cuthill put on an exciting Field Day 
for beekeepers at their place in May. With over 40 people at-
tending, there were great opportunities for exchanging ideas, 
learning from one another, and having a great time seeing old 
friends, making new acquaintances, and having a great visit. 
There are so many people excited about bees and anxious to 
get involved with bees in the Kootenay Region. There is cer-
tainly room for everyone at whatever level of participation 
they are interested in. 

An advanced beekeeper field day was held in Creston on 
Saturday, August 2 at Doug Crumback's Honey House. Thanks 
very much to Doug for hosting this event and to the present-
ers who covered some very important topics including: Axel 
Krause and his daughter Bronwyn put on a session introduc-
ing the microscope, collection samples, preparing slides and 
verifying AFB and determining Nosema infestation levels.

Lance Cuthill covered the topic of testing for varroa levels 
and determining need for treatment based on damaged thresh-
olds.

Bill Ruzicka (via Skype), and Doug Crumback talked 
about using formic acid and MiteGone products.

This advanced beekeeper's field day also had over 40 
people attending and excited about sharing information about 
these important topics. 

Beekeepers in the Kootenay Region are fortunate and 
thankful to have so many people who are knowledgeable and 
willing to share their time and talents. We all appreciate their 
interest, dedication and willingness to share their ideas.  ❀
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CoWAN 28 FRAMe eXTRACToR for sale, has steam 
uncapper wax spinner honey sump and pump and 1500 lb 
tank with hot water coils in it. Works very well. Phone Tom 
at 250-956-3920.  Located in Port McNeill, BC.

BARReLS & ToTeS FoR SALe 45 Gallon stainless 
steel barrels, food grade, closed top,  with two bungs, $100. 
45 Gallon plastic barrels, food grade,  open top, with lid 
& fastener, $45. 250 Gallon (1000 litres) food grade tote, 
with steel cage,  plastic bottom, $140. Call Jim Curry at 
(250)562-9463 (daytime), (250)967-4580 (evenings). 
Prince George, B.C. 

You can apply to the program 
by downloading the application form from the 

BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.com 
Or contact Judy Campbell:

2595 Lefeuvre Road, Abbotsford, BC V4X 1L5
Email: jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com

Tel: 604-856-2125

The Certified Producer program is designed to assist 
BCHPA members sell their products by providing 

special labeling that customers will come to recognize as 
representing high quality honey, exclusively produced by 

local beekeepers.

BCHPA Certified Producer Program

Labels can now 
be purchased by

Registered Certified
Producers only.

Lots consist 
of groups of 1,000.

2,000 and less: 
$0.05 per label

greater than 2000: 
$0.04 per label

NOTE:  lid seals are individually numbered for lot 
tracking and some conditions apply to CP label 

purchases - see BCHPA website for details
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Bee Cozy
Winter Hive Wraps for Single 

and Double Brood Chamber Hives

Bee Cozy 
Winter Hive Wraps

The Bee Cozy winter hive wraps have been 
tried and tested in the fields for over 23 
years. 

The Canadian winter has become even 
more lengthy in recent years. Bee Cozies 
provide one more defense to help keep 
your bees healthier, longer. 

Healthier bees are  more productive bees 
come honey flow season. 

The simple slip on, slip off placement also 
saves you valuable time getting ready for 
winter. 

“This has got to be the easiest way to 
winter hives in that, it is very little work. In 
4 easy steps the hive is ready for winter.”
- Lance, Manitoba

To view the 4 easy steps visit our 
website or watch the video!

NOD Direct Pricing:
2 storey wrap: $15.95 each
2 storey 6 pack: $87.00
1 storey wrap: $12.50 each
1 storey 12 pack: $145.00
Quantity Price Breaks Available

Bee Cozy Winter Hive Wraps can also 
be purchased through most bee supply 
outlets across Canada. A full list can be 
found on our website.

To learn more visit www.NODGLOBAL.com  or call 866 483 2929
HEALTHY BEES. HEALTHY PLANET.


