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Letter from the Editors . . .
The nature of a work of art
is to be not a part, nor yet
a copy of the real world
(as we commonly understand that phrase),
but a world in itself,
independent, complete, autonomous;
and to possess it fully
you must enter that world,
conform to its laws,
and ignore for the time the beliefs,
aims, and particular conditions
which belong to you
in the other world of reality.
(Oxford lectures on poetry:
Professor Bradley: 1901)
More and more these days, it seems that the further we become involved in agriculture in our community, the more faces
of farming we come across. It is an art, farming, and more ways
of life that can be considered farming surely exist now than
ever before. It's tempting to think things were simpler in days
gone by, but is that true? The playing field has been changed
entirely as our environment and especially our demands and
expectations change, so perhaps it's not fair to compare. What
remains the same is that there is a connection to be had, in what
art is found in the day to day of farming life.
Folks who've been lucky to live this life get sentimental
about it. Whenever Ian gets asked about his time on the farm
back in Quebec, he definitely gets a bit misty-eyed (I'm going
to get in trouble for that one). It might seem like basic things
– fixing a fence, tending to animals, having a look at an ornery

tractor,
haying...
where's the art in
haying? I know it's
there because I've
seen the way Ian
looks at a fresh-cut
field of hay, and it's in his willingness to go lend a hand bringing it in (even if there is little time for him to indulge). A good
day farming is an escape to a world apart, and if your luck
holds, you get a good run without the ordinary world poking
through uninvited.
Our community is not a large one by BC standards but we
have lots going on here. Recently we've had one of the 'big
guys' roll in and plant some large fields of a commodity crop,
much larger than anything anyone here is used to, and of course
he's got everyone talking. Most are pretty disinclined toward
what they perceive that he's up to; those that have taken the
time to meet him have other things to say, like how he seems
like such a nice guy (most farmers are), and that he doesn't
seem so different. It reminds me a bit of the beekeeping community – more ways of being a beekeeper now than ever before. Plenty nowadays to set us apart from one another, but
there's plenty more to do just the opposite. Looking past the
differences, you find the same thing: just pure love of the connection to that other (and perhaps more 'real') world. Here's
hoping that you've been getting a healthy dose of it this summer. And a big, cold glass of water when you need it (or other
such refreshing thing).
We're planning on seeing you in Kelowna this year (sensible
Ian has other things to say about traveling with the 2 young
ones!) but I'm doing my best to pull him over to my side on this
one (I think I might get in trouble for that one too...)
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The hives in this photo are Bob Liptrot's from Tugwell
Creek Meadery. I took the photo on one of his 'Bee Awareness' days when everyone was busy wandering about the
property and I stayed behind to take in the quiet busy-ness of
this bunch of hives.
We provide a big patch of ground for Bob's bees, in the
fields where Himalayan blackberries grow like mad along
with a large Linden tree, many apple trees and a plethora of
flowers, herbs and shrubs. Funny enough, the original owners of this house kept bees and won prizes for their honey at
the local Fall Fair!
~ Kerry O'Gorman
You can find more of Kerry's beautiful photos at: www.
farmlass.blogspot.com
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1st Vice-President
2nd Vice-President

Kerry Clark

BCMAL Office 4th Floor, 1201-103rd Ave.
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4J2
tel 250.784.2559 email: kerry.clark@gov.bc.ca
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tel 250.784.2559 email: kerry.clark@gov.bc.ca
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email: secretary@bcbeekeepers.com

soutH VancouVer island Barry Denluck

Pauline Thompson

nortH VancouVer island Robert Eberle

PO Box 1650, Comox BC V9M 8A2
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email: treasurer@bcbeekeepers.com

PO Box 1650, Comox BC V9M 8A2
tel 250 339 3423 northvanisle@bcbeekeepers.com

treasurer
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Prince GeorGe

John Phillips
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James Richards
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tel 250.302.2863
email: Jamesbees@hotmail.com

West Kootenays

Dave Johnson

726 Ogilvie Rd, Nelson BC V1L 6P9
tel 250.229.4765, fax 250.229.5674
email: beejohnson@shaw.ca

3301 Port Washington Road, Pender Island
tel 250-900-5159 Barry@dencor.ca

sunsHine coast

Allan Cobbin

2737 Lower Road, Roberts Creek, BC V0N 2W4
tel 604.886.7006 email: alcobbin@dccnet.com

Fraser Valley

Courtney White

4530 198 Street, Langley BC V3A 1E8
tel 604.309.1684
email: courtney.leigh.white@gmail.com

terrace-sMitHers

Rudi Peters

4524 Haugland ave., Terrace, B.C. V8G 1G3
tel 250-615-7404 email: r.peters@telus.net

boone, HodGson, WilKinson trust Fund
Dr. John Boone
3830 West 37th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6N 2W3

Michael Malmberg

tel 604.266.9301

email: jboone@telus.net

Box 10, Fort Steele, BC V0B 1N0
tel 250.489.3068
email: mmalmberg@cintek.com

librarian/ education

Ian Farber

east Kootenays

Metro VancouVer

Jeff Lee

Unit 41504, London Place
New Westminster, B.C. V3M 4K7
tel 604-777-5430
email: jeff@honeybeezen.com
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3249 Schubert Rd, Kamloops, BC V2B 6Y4
tel 250.579.8518 email: Ian_Farber@telus.net

BC bee breeders association President
Barry Denluck
3301 Port Washington Road
Pender Island, B.C.
email: President@BCBeeBreeders.ca
tel: 250.900.5159

From the President
The Kelowna AGM Committee headed by Chris Boulanger
has been working extremely hard to make the upcoming AGM
a place of destination. The Convention starts the evening of
October 25th with the traditional wine and cheese social; this
is always a good time to renew old friendships and to make
new ones with individuals from around the province, all
having the same interest. The Business Day which follows is
where we are updated with reports from the Executive, Area
Representatives, Sub Committees and Special Guest Speakers.
The day is concluded with the Convention Banquet along with
a Silent and Live Auction. I understand the Kelowna Group has
an exciting entertainment package planned for the evening but
at this point they are keeping it close to their vests.
Sunday October 27th is the Educational Day, and the lineup
of speakers is itself a good reason to attend the convention
with 10 Speakers covering 11 subjects of interest for new
beekeepers through to seasoned veterans. The Kelowna
Group are following in the footsteps of the Kamloops 2012
Committee in holding a Honey Contest. The Honey Contest
has been gaining good participation since it was re-introduced
in 2011 at our Richmond AGM, and saw a good showing again
in 2012 when hosted by the Kamloops Association. I have
heard several beekeepers say they would like to participate and
enter the products from their colonies, but are not sure how to
go about doing this. As of August 1st there will be information
on the BCHPA website on how to prepare products from the
hive, based on information from the Ministry of Apiculture
website. If you are unable to attend the AGM but would like
to enter the contest, prepare your products and send them
with a friend. Additional information is forthcoming on the
convention website as well at www.hiveandthrive.com.
Speaking of the convention website, as prepared by Dan
Mawson: he has done a great job of listing the speakers, their
bios and the subjects they will be discussing, along with the
Educational Day program and other interesting information.
The Business Day program will be published shortly; at this
time we are waiting to confirm more speakers, so please
check back shortly. I would encourage you to complete the
convention registration as early registration will enter you into
the early bird draw. If you require accommodation remember
to mention when booking your room that you are attending the
BCHPA AGM to obtain a preferred rate.
Our Executive has been approached by the President of the
Manitoba Beekeepers Association to support their application
to the federal government on having the USA/Canada border
re-opened to the importation of package bees, due to the high
winter losses their membership incurred this past winter. We
responded to their request by advising them that the membership
of the BCHPA has voted on this same subject numerous times
and each time it has been defeated since the closure occurred.
We are presently waiting for the recommendations of the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) who are doing a
risk assessment on opening the border on a emergency basis. I
also understand our national association the Canadian Honey
Council, of which we are a voting member, has recently voted
against the opening of the border as well. Hopefully we will

be able to update you
at our upcoming AGM
as to the status of this
situation.
On a lighter note I’m
pleased to be informed
by our membership
chair Pauline Thompson
that our membership has
risen to date by 17%
over last years and with
five months to go in our
Wayne Neidig
fiscal year, hopefully with
BCHPA
President
your assistance, we can
see it reaching 25-30%
over last year’s numbers. Thanks for all your help in making
this increase happen.
I would like to extend my thanks to Kerry Clark for
accepting the position of Second Vice President for the
remainder of this year as Butch Richardson had to resign due
to health reasons, so welcome Kerry. We still have the First
Vice President position open, so if anyone would be willing
to fill this position please forward me your name or who you
may think would be interested in completing this term until the
Kelowna Convention.
This year we have the following positions open on the
Executive that will be required to be filled: First Vice President,
Second Vice President and Secretary. I would like to have 3 or
4 volunteers, hopefully from various areas of the province, to
step forward and offer their services on an election committee
in order to fill these positions with willing workers.
I also previously requested the submission of a name or
names of individuals to be honored at our AGM banquet with
lifetime membership in our Association, who have contributed
to both the BCHPA and the beekeeping industry as a whole. I
would appreciate an early email so a selection can be made. ❀
Good Beekeeping, Wayne

Elections Fall 2013
The BCHPA is seeking candidates
for its Executive to be elected at our
Annual General Meeting

First Vice President
Second Vice President
Secretary
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Beelines
News from the Ministry of Agriculture
PAUL VAN WESTENDORP, Manager, BCMA Apiculture Program
paul.vanwestendorp@gov.bc.ca.
Winter Colony Mortality 2013
First, I would like to thank the many beekeepers who participated in the spring survey. The response was far better compared to previous years. The respondents represented over 30%
of all the colonies operated in the province. As a result, we
have a high level of confidence in the data and the information
beekeepers provided.
The final results show that the provincial winter colony mortality was 18%. This demonstrates steady improvement over
previous years and points to a long-term trend of manageable
winter mortality rates that beekeepers experienced in the past.
Long-term winter mortality rates prior to 1990 were about
10 – 12% but after the Varroa mite (Varroa destructor) was introduced in BC in 1990, average winter colony morality rose to
between 15 – 20%. Then in 2006, US beekeepers began reporting large-scale colony losses without apparent cause that was
subsequently called “Colony Collapse Disorder” or CCD. In
BC, colony losses rose to 32% in 2007 and in 2008 the provincial average winter loss reached a high of 36%! Due to regional
differences, Vancouver Island beekeepers experienced losses
that exceeded 60%. Since 2008, winter colony losses began to
decline slowly, from 28% in 2011 down to 23% in 2012. The
2013 mortality level of 18% falls within the range of long-term
averages.
Mild winter conditions have likely contributed to colony
survival but greater beekeeper awareness of the need to improve winter preparation undoubtedly played a role also. The
steady trend towards lower mortality rates during the last few
years may also suggest the involvement of a non-identified biotic agent, possibly a virus that affected the bees in the past but
to which the colonies may have developed a resistance.
In the survey, beekeepers listed various causes responsible
for their colony losses. 40% of respondents claimed that “Poor
Queens” were the principal cause while 38% of respondents
identified “Weak Colonies” as the cause of colony loss. It is
interesting that these two most commonly identified causes can
be readily addressed through improved management and by
seeking other queen sources.
For the sake of keeping the survey form short, we didn’t
include questions about the origin of the queens in the respondents’ hives. It would be interesting to learn whether there
is any correlation between lost colonies headed by imported
queens versus domestic queens. A University of Guelph study
in 1990 showed that on average, 60% of imported queens from
the southern hemisphere are superseded or replaced within 3
months after introduction. Of the survivors, how well do they
winter? We may add these questions to next year’s survey to
obtain a better understanding about the causes of poor queens.
Again, I would like to express my appreciation to all those
beekeepers who participated in the spring survey. Also, please
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note that all hardcopy and email submissions have been destroyed and deleted.
Small Hive Beetle Update
In light of the beetle infestations in Ontario, Quebec and
Manitoba, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has
initiated a national Small Hive Beetle program. The program
is still being developed in consultation with all the provinces.
However, for BC the primary threat of SHB introduction remains Washington State where colonies previously used in almond pollination are placed in blueberry and raspberry, right
next to the Canadian border. Washington State beekeepers have
occasionally observed adult beetles but there have been no reports of actual beetle infestations that would include immature
stages. The current situation indicates that SHB has not established itself in Washington State as an endemic pest.
In case any reproductive infestation of SHB is confirmed in
Washington State, we plan to step up our monitoring along the
border. When SHB would be confirmed in BC, a response program will be enacted that will include a 5-km radius delimiting
survey of the infestation site. This model is the same as the one
employed in Ontario and Quebec.
Knowing the status of SHB in Canada is also important for
trade issues as it affects the import policy of bees from outside
sources including New Zealand, Australia, Chile and Hawaii.
Proposal of US Import Packages
CFIA recently distributed a letter to all provinces where it
announced that a Risk Assessment would be undertaken in response to industry requests for the lifting of the 23-year import
ban of U.S. bee packages. The letter was widely distributed and
sent to all beekeeper clubs and associations of BC.
The recent request was made by a group of predominantly
commercial beekeepers that would like to regain access to US
bee packages (not hived colonies on-comb) to supplement their
own colony numbers and as an extra measure of security in
case of high winter losses. They feel that the disease profile of
California’s bee producing area has become sufficiently similar
to most parts of Canada that with appropriate checks and controls, US bee packages no longer pose a health risk to Canada’s
bee population. At the same time, the proponents claim that
the imports would revitalize Canada’s commercial beekeeping
sector.
It has also been suggested that the resumption of US bee
package imports would potentially create additional opportunities including Canadian beekeepers shipping larger volumes of
bee packages to California in late summer where they can be
hived and wintered. These bees can then be used to augment
US colonies that are contracted for almond pollination and
thereby reducing the threat of pollinator shortages.
Opponents to the proposed imports would argue that US bee
packages pose an unacceptable risk to Canadian bees because

it is not possible to adequately inspect large numbers of packages. The imports will inevitably lead to the introduction of the
Small Hive Beetle (SHB) which is still not found in Canada
except in a few border areas in Eastern Canada. Concerns have
also been expressed about the introduction of Amitraz-resistant
Varroa that would lead to a rapid loss in the efficacy of Apivar,
one of the most effective mite control agents currently available in Canada. US bee imports would also increase the risk of
Africanized Honey Bee introduction and opponents may fear
the impact US bee package imports could have on Canada’s
bee breeders, notably in BC, Ontario and Quebec.
CFIA has indicated that it plans to complete the risk assessment sometime in the late fall (2013). If the proposal is
reviewed and accepted by the Canadian beekeeping industry,
there will still be enough time to finalize agreements with US
shippers and develop an “import protocol” for the 2014 shipping season.
It is important to be aware that the risk assessment process
is not arbitrary but follows a prescribed set of steps to ensure
impartiality and integrity:
• A producer group or producer organization requests CFIA
to allow the import of bees from a particular outside source.
• Before deciding to undertake the risk assessment, CFIA
assesses the merits of the request and must be satisfied that the
proponents represent a legitimate group of producers.
• The risk assessment is a comprehensive study where a
wide range of factors are evaluated including animal health issues (such as the risk of disease imports), the reliability and
confidence of the regulatory agencies in the source country,
the quality and reliability of the production methodologies in
the source country, etc. The study obviously focuses on factors
involving animal health while issues related to the economic
merits of the proposal are less emphasized.
• When the risk assessment has been completed, it is forwarded to the industry for review and comment.
• When the industry concludes that the risk assessments
listed in the study are acceptable, CFIA will proceed to finalize
details with the source country and develop an import protocol.
• When the industry concludes that the risks listed in the
study are unacceptable, the proposal in its present format will
not proceed.
It is equally important to recognize that neither CFIA nor
provincial governments are driving this issue, or have predetermined positions. For this issue to be thoroughly evaluated,
it is imperative for all beekeeper groups to be engaged in the
process of developing an industry consensus. Involvement also
means that one must debate the issue and develop well-reasoned arguments for or against the proposal. To oppose the proposal merely because “you don’t like it” is not good enough;
the proponents have thought about this issue for a long time
and have developed plenty of compelling arguments in favor
of it.
I urge all beekeeper groups, large and small, to engage in
this discussion and communicate their positions to the BCHPA
and Canadian Honey Council (CHC). For any group in need
of technical information or assistance to identify the pros and
cons of this important debate, please contact me.
Beekeeping Courses
The Ministry of Agriculture will offer its annual Introductory Beekeeping Course again in the spring of 2014. The interest in beekeeping has increased enormously in the last few
years and to meet the demand in the Fraser Valley, we offered

the course in two parallel classes last spring. This proved very
demanding and created logistical challenges for classroom and
laboratory space. Hence, we have decided not to do so again in
the future. It is likely that the next course will sell out quickly.
To ensure that everyone has an equal chance, there is no preregistration. Instead, people can send an email to us with their
name and email address that will be added to the Notification
List. Sometime in February 2014, all those on the list will be
notified with course details and registration instructions. Normally, the introductory course starts in mid-March and continues for 6 weeks.
The same applies to the biennial Bee Master Course for
which we have also created a Notification List. The next Bee
Master course is planned for February 2014. During the fall of
2013, course details will be finalized and everyone will be notified. For those interested of being included on the list, please
visit www.al.gov.bc.ca/apiculture or send me an email
paul.vanwestendorp@gov.bc.ca.
In the previous issue of BeesCene, I mentioned about the
successful completion of an introductory beekeeping course
through the Internet during the spring of 2013. We would like
to offer such course to any beekeeper group in areas where
access to beekeeper training and education are limited. For
groups who may be interested in having such course in the
spring of 2014, please contact the Apiculture Program office
for further details.
Reporting Suspected Cases of Bee Poisoning Due to Pesticide Applications
As reported in recent issues of BeesCene, there has been a
great deal of discussion about bee poisonings, especially after
a series of incidences in Ontario and Quebec that involved neo-

Ladies and
Gentlemen!
We are pleased and proud to invite you to participate in the
XXXXIII International Apimondia Congress to be held in the
capital of Ukraine, Kyiv, on 29 September – 4 October 2013.
The Congress will be the greatest global beekeeping event
in the history of the International Federation of Beekeeping
Associations, Apimondia.
The Congress in Ukraine will provide the opportunity for
fruitful cooperation for the beekeeping sector professionals of
different countries and professionals of related areas, namely
horticulture, ecology, environmental protection, food quality
control, development and manufacture of modern means of
mechanization, latest equipment and packaging, etc.
The projects will be executed within the framework of the
Congress as follows: the Scientific Program “Beyond the Hive:
Beekeeping and Global Challenges”, the Exhibition Program –
the International Exhibition ApiExpo 2013, Social and Cultural
Projects with participation of Ukrainian beekeeping experts, the
World Beekeeping Awards, the Tourist Programs comprising
agricultural sector scientific and production facilities, beekeeping
sites of Ukraine, educational institutions, interesting historical and
cultural centers of our country.
Go to www.apimondia2013.org.ua for more details.
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nicotinoids.
In the January issue of BeesCene, I wrote that the most effective and cost-saving approach to bee poisoning is through
prevention. Effective communication between beekeepers,
growers and pesticide applicators in the area where the colonies
are placed, will virtually eliminate the danger of bee poisoning.
However, the recent introduction and widespread use of certain
chemicals including neonicotinoids, have highlighted the need
for a closer look at the issue, both in terms of frequency and the
identity of the chemicals involved. While the findings of the
incidences in Ontario and Quebec may not have been conclusive, Health Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency
(PMRA) concluded that a sufficient number of claims have
been made by beekeepers that warrant further investigation. In
cooperation with provinces, beekeepers can submit samples in
cases where circumstances strongly point to the possibility of
bee poisoning.
Bee samples can be submitted to the Apiculture Program
office in Abbotsford. Whole bees must be fresh (i.e. not decomposed) and must be frozen in a paper bag for at least a couple
of days before shipment. Equally important is to provide circumstantial information about the location and condition of the
colonies, the time of day, weather conditions, etc., and details
about the crop and floral sources on which the bees may have
foraged on.
Mason Bee Website
Since the introduction of the Varroa mite in BC in 1990,
beekeepers have exhausted themselves in managing this most
destructive pest. Because of its virulence, the use of chemicals
and drugs has become a necessity. Over the years, many beekeepers have become discouraged and stopped keeping bees.
But then, the love of bees has made it difficult for beekeepers
to quit. Many former beekeepers have switched to the Osmia
or Mason Bee.
The native Blue Orchard Mason Bee, Osmia lignaria, is a
solitary bee belonging to the Megachilidae and it has a very
similar life cycle to the widely-cultivated Alfalfa Leafcutter
Bee (Megachile rotundata) in the Prairie provinces. The genus
Osmia consists of several hundred species of which some play
an important role in the pollination of crops. For example, O.
cornifrons is the primary insect pollinator of apple orchards in
Japan.
The Mason Bee is active from March until mid-June. It
is easy to care for these valuable pollinators and to maintain
healthy populations in your local area. For more information,
please visit our website www.al.gov.bc.ca/apiculture and select

Factsheet #506. However, for more detailed information, you
may wish to visit www.orchardbee.org. The newly formed Orchard Bee Association includes members from BC, Washington, Oregon, and Utah and one of the largest producers hails
from Vancouver Island where he produces tens of thousands of
bees each year. ❀
~ Paul van Westendorp
Provincial Apiculturist

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
2098 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, BC V0X 1C2

Blair & Cheryl Tarves
BC BRED QUEENS • NUCS
BREEDING STOCK
April 15 - Sept. 15

Round comb section
equipment and
Sundance pollen traps.
Contact your dealer for supplies.

Ross Rounds, Inc.
PO Box 11583 • Albany NY 12211-0583
T: 1-518-370-4989 • F: 1-518-381-6370
www.rossrounds.com

D&G supports Canadian manufacturers!

jenny@dominiongrimm.ca
www.dominiongrimm.ca

1 877 676 1914
ee prepared for the
honey season!
NEW! 500g & 1Kg jars with
Honeycomb Deep Skirt Caps!
HEIGHT COMPARISON
FOR DEEP SKIRT CAPS
The picture below
is to show the height
difference between
the Deep Skirt Caps
and Regular Caps.

Beekeeping Supplies,
Equipment & Glassware
Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
6456 Cowichan Lake Road
PO Box 1491 - Lake Cowichan BC V0R 2G0
250-749-3800
www.thebeestore.com
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Phone 250-499-2555

Deep Skirt
Cap

Note: Regular caps WILL NOT fit
on these jars, ONLY Deep Skirt.
500g
Italian
504082

500g
Domestic
#444-05

1Kg
Domestic
504143

500g
Domestic
504150

Regular
Cap

Call for more information!
Stay UP-TO-DATE with our new products by downloading
our HONEY PDF at www.dominiongrimm.ca

Canadian Honey Council Report
The national story for
beekeepers this spring was the
announcement by Dr. Francine
Lord, Chief Veterinary Officer
at the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency (CFIA) that a risk
by Gerry McKee
management investigation on
CHC representative
the possible importation of U.S.
for British Columbia
Packages would be conducted.
Over ten years had passed
since the last review and
requests had been made
for importation of the less
expensive packages. The issue
of importing US packages
has been ongoing ever since
the border was closed 25
years ago. The BCHPA is on
record of keeping out U.S.
Packages due to the concern
of compounding the struggle
with honey bee health. This
has been a very contentious
issue as the economic impact
of losing large numbers of
colonies during the past five
winters not only jeopardizes the survival of many operators,
but also discourages investment and new entrants as older
beekeepers think of retirement. There is a wide divergence of
opinion on how to sustain colony numbers or make increases
for pollination services; this issue will be addressed in detail at
our upcoming AGM.
Dr. Lord’s Animal Health team conducted a thorough
investigation of the health status and inspection capacity of the
US to meet Canada’s importation protocols for each state, as
there is not a national clearing agency as in Canada. Provincial
Apiarists and Canadian researchers will be participating in
the risk management review and the report will probably be
completed before the fall.
It is interesting to note, that of the three prairie provinces that
endured the longer winter and colder spring, only Saskatchewan
beekeepers were lucky in not needing emergency imported
packages.
The Canadian Bee Research Trust approved three project
proposals for grants this season. Dr. Medhat Nasr’s second
phase of screening novel miticides for Varroa control (inc.
Hopguard), and Dr. Shelley Hoover’s study on maximizing
the value of honey bee pollination services delivered to canola
were accepted as having practical value for the industry.
Basic research was recognized by the selection of Dr, Amra
Zayed of York University, and her proposal on developing a
diagnostic assay for Aficanized honey bees using molecular
techniques. The Committee supports the need to gain a better
understanding of Canadian honey bee genetics by establishing
a baseline dataset. The size of the grants are quite modest and
serve mainly to leverage greater funding from both government

agencies and private foundations, similar to the role of our
Boone, Hodgson and Wilkinson Trust Fund.
Regarding the spring corn seeding dust-off situation in
Ontario and Quebec, the CHC has been in weekly contact
with the Pesticide Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA)
for updates on Bee Incidence reports and how the Best
Management Practice processes are working. While the
number of reports are up somewhat, the severity of bee deaths
seems to be lower. Testing results of the pesticides will be
available soon. It was interesting to learn that Saskatchewan
beekeepers last year endured
over 12 incidents, affecting
1,073 colonies, from foliar
applications of insecticides to
alfalfa, wheat and canola. The
insecticides did not have active
neonicotinoid
components.
Bee losses were estimated
at between $500 to $900 per
colony and beekeepers were
reluctant to seek damages as
they value the goodwill of the
growers and landowners.
The
new
Federal
policies relating to Foreign
Temporary Workers may
exempt Agriculture, and CHC’s Labour Committee is seeking
clarification. On the new national Biosecurity Standards
for Beekeeping, discussions with PMRA and Canadian
Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) are occurring with respect
to implementation if producers accept the program. The
C-BISQT project based on the HASAP program has had the
final technical team review by CFIA and is expected to be
available to the Board by mid-August. An Agri-Marketing
grant proposal is being developed to integrate the National
Biosecurity Standards and the C-BISQT project which would
include training seminars in co-operation with provincial
associations.
Looking forward to seeing you at Kelowna’s Hive’n &
Thrive’n Conference, on October 25th. ❀

Wanted
Quality Canadian
Bee Propolis
Top Prices for
clean, fresh propolis
scrapings or trappings
Contact Ed Nowek

1 877 233-9675
or info@planetbee.com

Planet Bee Honey Farm & Meadery

Vernon, BC.
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A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia
from 1950 to 2000 written by Douglas M. McCutcheon

Our long awaited history book is now in print! This book is about us and our
industry and what it means to be a beekeeper in BC, following in the footsteps of
pioneer beekeepers.
The History of Beekeeping in British Columbia from 1950 – 2000 is the result
of more than 10 years of talking with beekeepers, inspectors and specialists around
the province, and searching out records, reports and files. Doug McCutcheon, with
the help of wife Eileen, organizing it all into a readable journey through the history
of our industry, illuminated by delightful encounters with some of the innovative
and resilient men and women who have chosen to make beekeeping a way of life.
As Doug says: “In the fifty years I write about, there have been great changes in
beekeeping in our province. There are a lot of great stories! Enjoy the read!”

Purchase details: $29.95 each plus shipping.
Available through the BCHPA web site
http://www.bcbeekeepers.com/ by PayPal payment.
BCHPA MEMBERS CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF A LIMITED TIME SHIPPING DISCOUNT OFFER
For further details contact:
historybook@bcbeekeepers.com or visit our web site.
Any proceeds realized by the sale of this book above and beyond retrieving the cost of
production are kindly directed by the author to the
Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund for Honey Bee Education and Research.

$29.95

plus Shipping

“Working Together to Preserve, Protect & Promote Our Pollinators”
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION (by Aug. 31st): FULL $125; ONE DAY $60);
Saturday 1/2 DAY SPEAKERS $30 + BEE TOUR $35 *Meals not included*
Accommodations LA FONDA SANTA FE $119 per night + taxes & gratuitiesCALL 505-982-5511 and select #1. Designate “WAS”/”Group Code #751788”
For Agenda & Speaker details & Registration information, visit WAS website
http://groups.ucanr.org/WAS/Conference_Information
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From the UBC Research Lab
by Marta Guana and Amanda Van Haga, with contributions
from Leonard Foster
UBC Update
Hello everyone! We are in the third season of our project trying to breed for hygienic behaviour using the molecular markers we developed. As a follow up to the more in-depth report
we provided last time, we have now completed the overwinter
evaluation of the first generation (F1) colonies at the University of Manitoba. Dr. Rob Currie had tested these colonies by
challenging them with high Varroa infestations in the fall. We
were encouraged to see that some of the selected colonies survived the winter while all the unselected perished. This spring,
we continued working with Heather Higo and Liz Huxter, and
moved all the selected colonies from the F2 generation to geographically isolated areas near Grand Forks, one for the MAS
(marker-assisted selection) group and another for the FAS
(field-assisted selection) group. Each F2 group was closedmated in these isolated areas to generate the F3 queens. We
then distributed some of these third generation queens together
with unselected benchmarks to several collaborator producers
for evaluation in their operations, to Steve Pernal at Agriculture
and Agri-Food Canada in Beaverlodge, AB and to Rob Currie at the University of Manitoba, MB for disease-challenge
experiments. This next year of assessments will be crucial for
evaluation of the project stocks. We have also kept F3 queens
in Grand Forks and once the worker population turns over, we
will evaluate them for Hygienic Behaviour and for Varroa resistance traits. We will also obtain samples for protein analysis
to confirm the protein assays. We look forward to providing
you with further updates at the BCHPA meeting in October.
Compounds in Honey, Pollen and Propolis Help Bees Cope
with Pesticides and Pathogens
Honey bees forage on a diversity of flower species. As a
result, they are exposed to a broad range of potentially toxic
plant compounds or phytochemicals. Detoxification enzymes
are needed to break down or metabolize these phytochemicals
as well as the variety of pesticides bees encounter in the field.
When the honey bee genome was sequenced over seven years
ago, one of the surprising findings was that there were fewer

genes that coded for proteins and
enzymes involved in immunity and
detoxification than one would expect
from an insect that was constantly
coming into contact with phytoLeonard Foster,
chemicals, pesticides and pathogens.
BSc, PhD
So how do honey bees cope with
Photo
~ Brian Hawkes,
pesticides and pathogens when they
Genome BC
have fewer enzymes to break down
toxic chemicals or antimicrobial proteins to resist potential
pests?
May Berenbaum, an American entomologist and researcher at the University of Illinois has recently published a paper
(Mao et al. PNAS 2013 110:8842-8846) where they identify
and show that compounds in honey and pollen increase expression of genes involved in detoxification and immunity. When
they added one of these compounds, p-coumaric acid, to a sucrose diet, they found that the metabolism or break down of
coumaphos, a widely used in-hive acaricide, increased by 60%.
These findings indicate that p-coumaric acid, which is ubiquitous in the natural bee diet and a major component of pollen
grains, may help regulate detoxification processes. Feeding
honey and pollen to bees instead of honey substitutes may provide them with an increased ability to cope with pesticides and
pathogens and lead to healthier hives. ❀

RICHARDS

PACKAGING INC.
Good things come in Richards Packaging...
Glass and Plastic Jars

375ml (500gr Honey) Cylinder Jars
750ml (1kg Honey) cylinder Jars

Hex and Oval Hex
Glass Jars
(Including 12oz Honey)

Plastic Pails
...and more!

Ask us for our stock item catalogue
(604) 270-0111
140 – 9200 Van Horne Way, Richmond B.C. V6X 1W3

Marta Guana

Amanda Van Haga

www.richardspackaging.com
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Field Days

Ingrid is a spectacular hostess!

Alex Kurnicki giving a demonstration to Richmond Beekeepers
Association members on housing a swarm into a full brood box.
photo Jeff Lee

Beverley and David Masurat (Kamloops club president) listen as
Ted Kay (past Provincial Bee Inspector) and Brian Eden share their
bee knowledge.
photo Nancy Burkholder

Ingrid Heeley graciously shared her lovely home, garden
and spectacular bee yard by hosting the annual picnic and
field day for the Kamloops Division of the BCHPA. It was a
beautiful June day beside the Thompson River. More than 60
people spent the afternoon talking with old friends and new
beekeepers. People attended from many areas of the Interior.
Ian Farber, who has been a club member for many years,
started the field day by introducing many people to their first
experience examining a beehive. Children in the crowd were
delighted as he handed each of them a drone to play with.
Bill Stagg, a provincial bee inspector, and Ian went through
several hives showing the beekeepers all stages of colony
development. It was a great learning experience to hear the
discussion between Ian and Bill as they found solutions to
managing each hive. It was a reminder of the importance of
attending field days.
The potluck picnic was magnificent as it is every year.
This is the one event everyone brings their very best dish to
share and what a feast it is: BBQ chicken, more than 20 salads, devilled eggs with little edible flowers, so many desserts
and Bee Sting Cake!
As the day was wrapping up those that were still nearby
had a surprise; a swarm emerged from one of the colonies. A
group of beekeepers followed as the swarm slowly made its
way over a hill to a neighbouring property where it conveniently landed in a tree and was easily captured and brought
back home to Ingrid.
There is a tremendous amount of work that goes into a
successful field day and picnic. Thank you to all of those who
organize, prepare, teach, host, clean up, and of course, those
who cook!
~ Nancy Burkholder

One of many
fantastic desserts.
photo
Nancy Burkholder

Ian let the kids each
hold a drone.
photo Nancy Burkholder

12

VOLUME 29, #3 FALL 2013

photo Nancy Burkholder

Bill Stagg points out the Queen to new-bees.
photo Nancy Burkholder
The Kamloops club picnic and field day 2013.
photo Nancy Burkholder

Otto Slavik (6th from the left) shows the back entrance to
his hive shelter as club members take note.
photo Rob Slavik

Finding eggs on black foundation is much easier.
photo Nancy Burkholder

The Slavik's meticulously painted hive shelters complete with
colour coded siding and other markings along with drift-blockCentral Cariboo club members look on as Bee Inspector Bill Stagg ing barriers certainly raise the bar for most beekeepers. Otto's
kneels and smokes a five-frame nuc of honey bees. These were soon grandsons attended the Field Day, representing the fifth generainstalled in to one of Otto Slavik's five star hives. photo Rob Slavik tion of beekeepers in their family.
photo Rob Slavik ❀
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Builder's Corner – Adventures in Fencing
~ article and drawings by Ian Bissonnette
With the increased interest in bees these days, seems
appropriate to reconsider the importance of electric fencing
for protection against bears. All the veteran beekeepers out
there should be experts at fencing by now, but I thought that
an illustration of the many mistakes that I’ve made might help
others to find an easier path. Don’t forget to read through the
manual that comes with most fencers as they usually have
pretty good details as to how to construct a good fence. They
also explain in detail how the path of electricity works, so I will
not cover that in this article.
To give you some background, I spent many years working
on a sheep farm where building fences was one of the annual
spring chores that had to be done. Sheep push hard on page
wire fencing, in their quest for the lush grass on the other side;
once they get through they cause some trouble as they are
separated from the flock. Every spring we checked the posts,
giving them a couple of whacks if they had heaved out of the
ground, and checked over the staples that sometimes fall out
with the weight of snow on the wire or with the splitting of
wood posts. The sheep fence had to be stout, and likewise, we
now live in very active bear country so I build a tough fence
to protect the bees. Some sites/temporary yards can have less
sturdy construction, but we would rather not risk it.
Some mistakes I’ve made that you can learn from:(!!)
1. Forgetting to turn the fencer on:
This is very obvious but is also very easy to forget to do.
It is incredibly easy to get caught up in the many apiary tasks
and then realize you are late for work, an appointment or even
worse, for dinner, and rush off without flipping the switch on.
It is likewise easy to show up at a yard and find the fence off
and try to blame the mistake on local kids, or friends using your
yard. To overcome this problem I find it quick and convenient
to grab a piece of grass and put it on a hot wire to get a minor
shock. Not only does this train the user, but also tests to make
sure everything is in order. I use Parmark 6 volt solar fencers; I
buy all the same ones so that if they ever start failing I can steal
parts from dead ones to fix others. I have yet to have a major
problem or replace a battery and like them a lot. However, the

Beekeeping Equipment and Glassware
•
•
•
•

Canadian Made Wooden Ware
Dominion and Grimm Glassware
Country Rubes Screened Bottom Boards
And Other Exciting Products

Quality Supplies from Two Friendly Beekeepers
in North Vancouver
778-237-8711
www.twobeesapiary.com ~ twobeesapiary@shaw.ca
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connection terminals can get loose, and keep spinning, causing
the internal wire to break. If this happens to you then the fencer
will keep clicking and could show that it is OK on the display
if it is not shorted out internally, but it will not send out a spark.
The only way to figure this out is to test the fence and the grass
test works great. Another test is to take an insulated wire and
touch one end to a grounded wire and bring the other end very
close to a hot wire. The electricity should arc through the air
creating an audible and visual spark. You could also purchase
a fence tester, but don’t bother using your standard multi-meter
tester as it will certainly blow up.
2: Using existing structures as part of your fence:
It is tempting to use existing structures or fencing in your
friend’s field for all or part of your fence, but I would suggest
otherwise. I have found that it is better to isolate your yard,
away from any existing structures that may be around. Most
people don’t understand electric fencing and any work they
do on their fence could easily cause a short on your fence,
rendering it useless. When you are not in charge of the
property there is a large range of mishaps that could occur
and keeping your area separated limits the mistakes that could
occur. I sometimes use a yard at a good friend and neighbour’s
property. He has a grid tie fencer and an old dilapidated electric
fence previously used for sheep surrounding the extent of his

BOONE HODGSON WILKINSON FUND
Funding the Study of Apiculture in British Columbia
Since 1965
Applications
are processed
during the winter
months.
For further
information
or donations
please contact:
SECRETARY-TREASURER
Dr. John Boone
3830 West 37th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6N 2W3
Tel 604-266-9301
jboone@telus.net
2013 DIRECTORS
John Boone
Ian Farber • Joe Lomond • Bob Meredith

CRA Registered Charity • Tax Receipts Issued

property. I was open to use the equipment but had bears in the
yard two years in a row. There was a combination of reasons
for the problems, such as various food sources like apple trees
and chicken feed, but also issues surrounding the equipment
and not adequately segregating myself from his operation. I
did not need to electrify his whole property, so I constructed a
yard 100-200 meters from the fencer and ran a hot wire along
the top of the old fence to get to the yard. This line was close to
6 feet off the ground and I believe a moose ran through it one
year causing the whole system to fail.
Two other problems arise out of this setup. For one, the
fencer is too far from the yard and is therefore hard for a bear to
hear. Some people believe the clicking sound of a fencer makes
bears more wary and then won’t charge through the wires. I
also arrived at the yard one day with the fencer unplugged. This
is partially my fault for not clearly labelling the extension cord,
but the landowner had used the outlet for some construction
purposes and then had not plugged it back in. It is obvious now
of course! Labelling and taping the cord to the wall would have
been a good idea. Labelling the circuit breaker would also be a
good idea but I would rather spend the money on a solar fencer
and not have to worry about these problems, not to mention
power outages which may occur.
3: Fence construction materials and their follies:
Around here I can get about 5-6 years out of free balsam/
spruce fenceposts I cut myself and have only found a fence
rotted to the ground a couple of times. I’ve now moved up
to pressure treated wood even though I know the chemicals
are not the best for the bees. At least it is not direct contact as

Predator Control from Bears & Skunks etc!

Protect your
Bee Hives with
Electric Nets Complete
with Posts –
Wide Selection ranging
from 26” – 48” High
X 164’ Long

is the case with hive parts. Locally it costs me over 100$ per
yard in posts, with the yard sized for about 40 colonies, but
they should last a very long time. As mentioned earlier I like to
build a pretty tough fence. You might be able to get away with
temporary fencing or skimp out on materials but it depends on
where you live, the time of year, and how long you are going
to use the spot for.
If you want to have nice tight wires that do not have to
be continuously tensioned, then you have to pay particular
attention to the way you construct your corners. It is hard to
describe in words so take a look at the accompanying pictures
to see what works and what does not (images 4-6). A bee yard
is such a small area that it is basically a bunch of corners, and
the posts between can be lighter weight. Also good to note
here: I have broken a lot of lightweight wire when I used it
to diagonally tension the corners, so double or triple up the
wire or use high tensile strength wire for this purpose. If your
fence gets a little loose after the winter then you can sometimes
tighten it up by twisting up these diagonal wires but you might
risk breaking them.
4: More materials to know about - nails and insulators:
After wasting a lot of time mucking around trying to pull
nails out without destroying insulators, I now use duplex nails
(image 1). You never know when you might have to change
something around so having the flexibility to pull off the
insulator is nice; these nails have an extra head on them that
sticks up, making it easy to pull the nail back out. You could
use screws but it is easier to carry around a hammer than a
drill. Also, insulators that stick way out from the fence are
not necessary and are prone to bending or breaking. I run the

Are you looking for a
good bee book???
Save on shipping!!!
Check out
www.wicwas.com
for a great selection

SOLAR
BATTERY • 110 V
FENCE
CONTROLLERS

Complete Portable Electric Systems
General Farm • Horse
Wildlife Exclusion • Vineyard
Tel: 250-757-9677
Fax: 250-757-9670
info@ferrisfencing.com www.ferrisfencing.com

Ferris Fencing 1-800-665-3307

WicwasPress is owned by Dr. Larry Connor,
well known bee scientist and
monthly contributor to the American Bee Journal
and Bee Culture.
Dr. Connor will be speaking at the BCHPA conference in
Kelowna and is offering to bring
any book you choose with him.
Just send him an email @ LJConnor@aol.com
(mention that you will pick up at the Kelowna conference)
or have it sent directly to you
(shipping fee to be added in this case).
See you all at the BCHPA conference in Kelowna!
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1. Duplex nail.
2. Insulators that
work best for bears,
the tubes (used
with standard fence
staples) are recommended especially to
wrap around corners.
3. Insulator that work
best for horses, these
are less secure and
will get crushed by
the tension of the
fence if used around
corner posts.

do anything and once they get the taste of
honey they will pass through an electric
fence with ease. The first shock is crucial
so baiting a hot wire with bacon or fish
oil is a good idea and seven hot wires
would give me more chance to get that
first shock on the nose. I would suggest
that a ground rod is good enough for such
a small area and maybe a grounded wire
nailed to the fence at grass level would
help, to also to deter the old digging bear.
Some people advocate for the use of

4. How to brace a corner. The tension of the
top wires on the corner always want to pull
the fence post into the yard. By placing a
horizontal post to the adjacent post and then
putting pressure on that horizontal member
with the diagonally tensioned wire, pressure
is created pushing the corner post outwards
and counteracting the force from the top
wires. If you are good with a chainsaw you
can quickly cut notches for the horizontal post
and use 1 large spike to secure it. Also make
sure to nail the stick twisted into the diagonal
wire to this horizontal post, if it falls off then
the tension of the corner is lost.

chicken wire laid around the perimeter of
the fence, attached to the ground. I found
that it is hard to get a good connection
to the light chicken wire and also had
trouble getting the chicken wire caught
up in my large weed whacker. Not only
did this cause a mess of the mower,
but little bits of chicken wire ended up
popping up and shorting out the fence. I
might have also tripped over the chicken
wire a couple of times...

5. There are many poor ways to brace a corner. In this example a diagonal post is used
instead of the diagonal tension wire. Again
the forces of the top wires want to pull the
corner into the yard. The stiff diagonal brace
forms a pivot point at the bottom and the upper wires pull the corner post right out of the
ground and into the yard. If you look around
you might see lots of otherwise nice fences
made loose because of a corner like this.

wires around the outside of the corners
with two insulators per wire and the long
insulators tend to crush when tightening
the fence (image 2/3). My farm supply
store just brought in tube style insulators
and I have used them with good success.
They are the strongest and cheapest
choice and you can use one tube to wrap
around corner posts. The down side is
that they have to be threaded onto the
fence wire, but for such a short fence this
is not a problem.
5: Grounding:
I currently run 7 wires with every
other wire grounded, with the top wire
and that closest to the earth hot, plus a
ground rod. This has worked well but I
might move to all hot wires. The goal
with a bear fence is to shock them on
the nose/mouth and to train them in this
way. A shock through the fur might not
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6. One good way to make a gate. Note that the diagonal tension wires go in both directions
in this example. One direction braces the corner and the other way to stop the wire run. This
is a classic dirt cheap farmer’s style gate. Small fence posts are used at the extremities and
held in place with loops of wire on the top and bottom of the posts. The upper right loop can be
pulled over the top of the next fence post in order to open the gate. To electrify, first isolate the
gate from the rest of the fence by covering the loops with hose material and then use jumper
wires to make the whole gate hot. You can use regular strands of wire but page wire makes
the whole thing stay together better and stiffer, keeping it off the ground.

6. Gates:
I’m not an expert on gates but I
would venture to say that a whole stack
of seven spring loaded red insulated
connectors is not that great. They are not
that tough and would take some time to
open and close. I’m relatively young and
dumb and so do too much lifting. At the
moment I use no gate and back the truck
up the edge of the fence, then drop the
tailgate into the yard. This does work and
makes the fence very simple (image 7).
The wires form a circle and are tight to
each other. As soon as you have a real
opening either the gate tensions the
whole fence system (not recommended),
or you have to brace the last posts so
that the wire tension does not pull them
out of the ground. See the illustration
for an easy way to accomplish this and
how to incorporate it into your corner
construction. ❀

7. A simple layout for the yard using the least amount of material. By incorporating the gate
into the corner assembly the bracing system is simplified. The yard should be small and efficient. Not so small that you are tripping over everything and have no room to put a lot of hives
there when there is an emergency at another yard. I try to have room for 40 colonies but if you
can squeeze 100 then that is great.

Hardie Honey
PACKAGE BEES • HONEY • WAX • BULK BEES • QUEENS
4035 Robson Road, Duncan BC V9L 6G7
BLAINE & JAN
DUAINE 250-748-8471
PH/FAX 250-746-4389
hardiehoney@shaw.ca

Industries Canada Inc.

Hive Contamination Management
Iotron’s lectron Beam irradiation treatment of Apiculture
equipment destroys the pathogens responsible for many Bee
diseases (e.g. American foulbrood, halkbrood, Nosema).
The electrons penetrate Beekeeping equipment like an - ay,
killing pathogens and leaving no residue.
The resulting increased
colony health improves
productivity of pollination
and honey production, while
reducing costs of package
bees, queens, equipment
replacement, drugs and
investment of bees in the
production of comb.
Improved productivity
and decreased costs allow Beekeepers more
assurance that revenue targets will be met and,
with new markets opening to residue-free honey,
also provides an opportunity to reduce drug
treatment in the Beekeeper’s I
program.
ISO 9001
Please contact Iotron for more information
Iotron Industries Canada Inc.
1425 Kebet Way, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838 Fax; 604 945-8827
Email iotron@iotron.com Website www.iotron.com

Honey
Equipment
Bees

Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.
✧ New & Used beekeeping equipment
✧ Honey
✧ Easyloaders (Beekeeper Model 300 now available)
Ph: 204 662 4401 Fax: 204 662 4547
Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com

For the cost of shipping,
you can borrow from our extensive
video library

Request an emailed copy of
the BCHPA library holdings
for timely videos and DVD’s
on seasonal beekeeping information.
please contact:
BCHPA Librarian: Ian Farber
3249 Schubert Road, Kamloops, BC V2B 6Y4
Phone: 250-579-8518 E-mail: ian_farber@telus.net
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Guest Speakers

Greening Your Apiary
Heather Clay – Vernon, BC
Heather is former Provincial Apiculturist for New Brunswick
and Chief Executive Officer of the Canadian Honey Council.
She has been involved in beekeeping professionally for over
25 years in extension, inspection and bee health advisory work.
Currently she is helping edit the 3rd edition of the Canadian Association of Professional Apiculturist’s manual on Honey Bee
Diseases and Pests. Her interest in helping small scale beekeepers led to the creation of the Urban Bee Network. She believes
that bees need fewer pesticides in their lives and being green is
achievable using integrated pest management.
Instrumental Insemination,
What it Takes and Future Direction in Cryopreservation of Germplasm.
Sue Cobey – Washington State University, Washington State, USA
Susan Cobey, an acknowledged world expert in the field of honey bee breeding, manages
the New World Carniolan Closed Population Breeding Program, now in its 31 generation.
She currently operates Honey Bee Insemination Service and holds a 50% appointment at
Washington State University. A major focus is an industry and University collaborative
effort to enhance domestic U.S. honey bee breeding stocks through the incorporation
of germplasm collected from Old World European honey bees. This project includes the
establishment of a germplasm repository at WSU. Her background includes working for
several bee research labs including University of California, Davis; Ohio State University;
and the USDA Honey Bee Lab. , Baton Rouge. She also has worked in commercial queen
production in FL. and CA. and founded and operated a queen production business, Vaca
Valley Apiaries, in northern California.
Beekeeping by the Numbers - Five Hundred Dollars per Hive per Year
Larry Conner – Kalamazoo, Michigan, USA
Lawrence John Connor departed Michigan State University upon completion of his Ph.D. dissertation on strawberry pollination, and assumed the position of extension apicultural entomologist
at The Ohio State University at Columbus. At OSU he developed a wide range of bulletins, fact
sheets, audio-visual programs and a week-long training program for commercial beekeepers.
His program attracted the attention of investors interested in moving the Dadant Starline and
Midnite Hybrid queen program to Florida to establish the world’s first mass production facility
for instrumentally inseminated queen honey bees, Genetic Systems, Inc. Afterwards he moved to
Connecticut where he established the Beekeeping Educational Service, offering educational programs for beekeepers. Later he purchased Wicwas Press from Dr. Roger and Mary Lou Morse.
The Healing Powers of Honey
Judie Barta – West Kelowna, BC
Impassioned by nature’s gifts of healing, Registered Massage Therapist and CEO of Meadow
Vista Honey Wines will be sharing her knowledge of wellness through honey, propolis, royal
jelly, bee pollen and beeswax. New science melding with historical data has given health
care providers and those self-guided in wellness “prescriptions” for treating bacterial and
viral infections, skin disease, arthritis and more. Enjoy a walk through history to present day
“apitherapy”.
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Hive By-Products and Human Health
Hossein Yeganehrad – New Westminster, BC
Hossein is a commercial beekeeper in the Lower Mainland and was the largest beekeeper in his home
country of Iran. He is the largest producer of royal jelly in North America and the only producer of
n chromosome royal jelly, a substance used in the commercial product Caspian Solution. He also
harvests bee venom and is involved with maggot therapy.
Commercial Beekeeping – BC’s Largest Beekeeper
Peter Awram – Rosedale, BC
Peter Awram is a second generation beekeeper. His father started him beekeeping early and he has
been beekeeping ever since. Honeyview Farm has operated in both BC and Alberta for over 40
years now. In anticipation of the border closing to packages, Honeyview Farm started wintering
hives in Chilliwack in 1984. The company has been based there ever since. Peter spent a number
of years at UBC and obtained a PhD in Microbiology and Immunology. After this, he returned
to the family beekeeping business full-time in 2004. Since then the operation has doubled in size
to about 4000 hives. The farm pollinates blueberries and raspberries in the Fraser Valley. For 3
months in summer all the bees are moved to Alberta for honey production north of Edmonton.
A small retail outlet in Rosedale with packing facilities has been
operating since 2003.
UBC Research Program on Disease and Mite Resistant Bees
Leonard Foster – Vancouver BC
Leonard is an Associate Professor in the Department of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology Research at UBC. His work focuses on host-pathogen interactions: Mammalian-bacterial, honey
bee bacteria, mites, & viruses. In their lab they cover a wide range of topics including pathogen
invasion, infection, protein localization and mapping of protein interactions.
BeeKeeping Basics: Fundamentals for having Fun with Bees!!
James & Max Macdonald – Armstrong, BC
Successful beekeeping is about being a life-long learner. James and son Max will share a
wealth of beekeeping experience for both first time keepers of bees to those lifetime keepers.
Going back to the basics will help us all on our beekeeping journey.
James Macdonald has been keeping bees for the past 34 years. His experience with working
on a commercial honey operation taught him how NOT to keep bees. In Saskatchewan in the
1970's the standard for producing honey commercially was to import packages in April and
then dispatch the colonies with a puff of cyanide in September!!! In the 1980’s he became part of the team that implemented the Honey Bee Stock Improvement Project in Vernon, British Columbia. “BC Queens” were a result of this landmark
breeding project and are now raised by a number of queen producers throughout the province. Working in Africa and Asia
over the past 25 years has provided him with a wide range of beekeeping experience with a number of species of honey
producing bees.
Max Macdonald grew up on a honey farm in the Okanagan and has a unique perspective on the keeping of bees. A keen
interest in the science of genetics has led him to a course of study in Biochemistry at the University of British Columbia
Okanagan and in 2013 with an internship working for BC Genome and UBC on the APIS Project.
It is all in the Bee Management
Dr. Medhat Nasr – Edmonton, AB
Alberta Provincial Apiculturist – Pest Surveillance Branch- Crop Research and
Extension – Agriculture and Rural Development
In recent years honey bees have suffered high losses around the world. Many factors singularly
or interactively are implicated in causing high bee kill. Among the leading factors are Varroa
mites, nosema and viruses. Consequently, if a colony is left without treatment, it will die within
a few months. Simply beekeeping has become challenging! In order to restore bee health,
beekeepers have to make serious efforts in managing bee colonies. They have to practice a
proactive beekeeping management system. This includes surveillance, monitoring pests and
taking proper actions using effective tools on time. The Alberta model and experience of bee
management will be discussed.
VOLUME 29, #3 FALL 2013
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BJ Sherriff Still Buzzing After 45 Years
BJ Sherriff, the market leader in protective beekeeping clothing, is celebrating its
45th anniversary this July. Dissatisfied with the protection available in the 1960s,
beekeepers Brian and Pat Sherriff utilised their knowledge of clothing manufacture
from their lingerie factory to create the first lightweight, self-supporting hood with Clear View veiling. The innovative hood not only protected from
bee stings but offered exceptional visibility. Fastforward 45 years and the family company continues
to revolutionize the world of beekeeping from its
base near Falmouth in Cornwall where Brian, with a
lifetime of experience, still pattern designs and cuts
the clothing. Working alongside him is his daughter Angela Sherriff who runs a small team of staff as
well as a network of eight local machinists. She
said: “It is amazing that something that started out as
a hobby in 1968 has become a thriving commercial
enterprise, and is a key part of beekeeping around
the world. A lot of research goes into our products,
from finding out the best bee friendly colours to
sourcing the best fabrics, and this is why we are reBrian Sherriff
spected by many organisations within the beekeeping industry including the British Beekeeper’s Association.” BJ Sherriff’s variety of
clothing and accessories is sold throughout
the world to amateurs,
professionals, adults
and children, and even
an extra, extra, extra
large size was sent to
the Honey Monster
as part of a campaign
for National Honey
Week. For more information visit www.
beesuits.com, email
sherriff.int@btinternet.com or call 01872
863304.
The Honey Monster

New and Used
Storage Tanks for
Honey,
Liquid Sucrose
and more!
We do custom plastic manufacturing and repairs.

Twin Maple Industrial Tanks
Abbotsford, BC
Phone: (604) 854-6776 Toll Free: (800) 663-8898 Fax: (604) 854-3223
E-mail: garry@tmitanks.com
www.tmitanks.com
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Book Review

Keeping bees in towns and cities

Keeping Bees
in Towns and Cities,
by Luke Dixon,
Timber Press,
London and Portland, 2012,
183 pages.
by Tony Puddicombe
I am an urban beekeeper. I keep 2
hives in Kitsilano, a Vancouver neighbourhood near the University of British Columbia. After several years of
harvesting local honey I have found
that bee forage abounds in the city
and lasts over a much longer period
than some rural locations. My local
beekeeping club now has over 120
members and the hobby of urban
beekeeping is becoming very popular
worldwide. This new book examines
this timely subject.
The best feature of this book that
the reader notices quickly is the inclusion of the many colourful photographs. I love books with lots of
photographs and diagrams as I am a
visual learner and I find this book to be very beautiful. As well
the book design makes for easy reading. The chapter headings
are clear and highlighted, there are many side-bars that focus
on special topics, and the font is big enough to make reading
easy for those over 60!
I think the main question to answer is: Why would I buy this
book instead of just using “Beekeeping in Western Canada”
published by the Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural Development Publishing Branch, 1998? The answer is: Why not buy
both! The Alberta book has lots of technical information and
this book has less technical information but lots of human interest stories. Just reading about all the different people who
keep bees assures you that anyone can do it and you need very
little space to keep the hives.
An interesting feature is the “Reports from the Field”.
Twenty three beekeepers are covered in 36 pages. They vary,
from ones in Japan, Australia, USA, and Europe. Dixon even
highlights the hives on the Fairmont Waterfront Hotel in Vancouver. I was amazed at the unusual locales where people have
kept bees, from one hive on a company’s balcony in Melbourne
to 60 hives in Kyoto, Japan. The social aspect of beekeeping is
emphasized and Mr. Dixon shows how beekeeping is a great
way to meet people at local bee clubs, and while explaining
about your hives to passers-by. Whenever I travel, I try to visit
local beekeepers and have heard some fascinating stories about
the area I have visited. While in New Zealand I even attended
a day-long seminar for local beekeepers living near Hamilton.
It is a great way to meet local people.
I especially liked the Chapter “The Nectar Garden”. I am
a landscaper, so I enjoyed the plant recommendations and the

list of plants that are in bloom
thoughout the seasons. However, I question his advice that the
genus Tilia (linden tree) blooms
in May. Our Tilia in Vancouver
don’t bloom until the last week
of June.
I really liked reading about
the different types of hives that
have been invented over the last
100 years. Mr. Dixon writes
about the National hive, which
is a smaller and more compact
hive than the Langstroth model,
and is very popular in London,
England. I noticed the picture
of a top bar hive but there is no
description of this popular urban hive in the book.
This book would make a
useful addition to your library
of beekeeping books or serve
as a gift to someone contemplating beekeeping in an urban
setting. ❀

BCHPA Certified Producer Program
The Certified Producer program is designed to assist
BCHPA members sell their products by providing
special labeling that customers will come to recognize as
representing high quality honey, exclusively produced by
local beekeepers.
Labels can now
be purchased by
Registered Certified
Producers only.
Lots consist
of groups of 1,000.
2,000 and less:
$0.05 per label
greater than 2000:
$0.04 per label
NOTE: lid seals are individually numbered for lot tracking
and some conditions apply to CP label purchases - see
BCHPA website for details
You can apply to the program
by downloading the application form from the
BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.com
Or contact Judy Campbell:
2595 Lefeuvre Road, Abbotsford, BC V4X 1L5
Email: jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com
Tel: 604-856-2125
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Bees and the Floods of the Century
by Ron Miksha
In the last issue of BeesCene, I wrote
a bit about climate change. I mentioned
we may expect unusual rainfall in the future – maybe even flooding. Well, looking at Alberta in June, I guess that was
something of an understatement, wasn't
it? In Calgary, 25 neighbourhoods were
abandoned in the worst flooding ever recorded here. An unprecedented 100,000
Albertans were displaced – the second
largest evacuation in Canada's history.
(Only the 1979 chlorine tanker derailment in Mississauga forced out more.)
Not all of us were homeless and ruined.
About a million Calgarians live above
the two or three metres that the Bow and
Elbow rivers swamped on the downtown. My family lives 60 metres above
the city centre, as do many Calgary beekeepers. Except for city-wide canceled
schools, incessantly hovering helicopters, and ducks in the driveway, we noticed nothing unusual. But downtown,
High River Flood. Photo by Mary Turner.
hippos were on the move.
The Calgary Zoo was a mess. The park is on an island in
the river – all the enclosures were flooded. Exotic fish were lost
(Saskatchewan has been alerted); the hippopotamus family was
apprehended while swimming out of the zoo. It will cost roughly
$60 million to rebuild the swamped place. Meanwhile, the Stampede Grounds were standing in two and a half metres of water
– in the Saddle Dome water occupied the first fourteen rows of
seats, which means locker rooms were flooded, basement elecAll Your Basic Beekeeping
tronics were submerged, and hockey might be replaced by synchronized swimming.

West Coast Bee
Supplies
Needs:

• Apistan Strips

• Formic Acid
• Fumagilin B
• Oxytet 25
• Menthol Boards • Bee Pro
• Hive Boxes
• CheckMite
• Bee Suits and much more

Bob Fisher
Phone 604-272-1921

Fax 604-272-1928

Email: bluebob@shaw.ca
Store Address:
9351 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
Flood in Bee Yard. Photo by Ron Miksha.
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Mailing Address:
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5

Calgary's core is built on a floodplain, so overflowing rivers have been seen here before. In June 2005, the city had its
Flood of the Century with 1,500 people evacuated and 40,000
homes affected. In June 2007, Calgary had another Flood of
the Century with 300 traffic intersections underwater, hundreds
of people stranded in their cars, the downtown federal building
flooded, and knee-deep water in the lower level of the city's
largest mall, the Chinook. And now, Calgary has had the Flood
of the New Millennium – or whatever it will be called until the
next similar flood. Certainly, these events are becoming more
common than they were in the known past.
Our mayor, Naheed Nenshi, somehow stayed awake for
a hundred hours and inspired an orderly and safe evacuation
– and a powerful volunteer response for the enormous clean
up. After two weeks, the state of emergency was finally lifted
in Calgary, but south of the city in High River, the province
moved in to take control of the overwhelming catastrophe.
It was as drowned as any Canadian town
could ever be. Highwood River, for which
High River is named, starts as a Rocky
Mountain stream at 2,500 metres. It quickly drops 1,500 metres, then passes south
of folksinger Ian Tyson's Longview ranch,
flowing through a deep prairie valley. My
daughter keeps a bee yard across the road
from Tyson's ranch. That apiary – and Ian's
home and recording studio – are safely
perched high up above the river. But the
town of High River is not so lucky. One
hundred kilometres from its beginning, the
river reaches that community.
In late June, an estimated 14 inches of
rain fell on parts of the Highwood River Basin in less than
two days. Along with spring snow melt, the usually rapid trout
stream became a raging river. As I write this, over two weeks
have passed since the torrent arrived in High River, yet half
the 13,000 residents who were evacuated are still homeless.
In some High River neighbourhoods, the water is stubbornly
refusing to go away. A thousand houses still have a river at
their window sills. They will likely not be saved. The extended
Greidanus family, High River's commercial honey farmers,
live half a kilometre from the river. Many of their yards are in
the valley which gives good spring build-up from April willow
and May dandelion. In an interview with the farm newspaper,
Western Producer, Hendrik Greidanus reported that the water
rose so suddenly there was no time to move the yards from the
valley. He said at least 300 hives washed away, and many more
were stranded behind washed-out roads. His shop had about
ten inches of muddy, silty floodwater on the floor. Equipment
was saved, but you can imagine the work needed to get the
business cleaned up before mid-July's extracting. On the web,
Greidanus Honey Mill tells us the June 20, 2013 flood was
much worse than what they had in 1995 and 2005, but their
business is operating again. They especially thanked the Hutterite Colonies at Arrowood and Cayley, as well as Poelman
Apiaries, Mountain View Honey, and the Christian Reformed
Church for helping them recover. Throughout Alberta, people
volunteered by the thousands to help with salvage and recovery.
Many of the readers of this magazine know Ursula Da Rugna of Medivet Pharmaceuticals. Medivet makes Fumagilin-B
at its High River shop and has figured out how to prepare vari-

ous medicines and supplements for honey bees. Ursula's home
is high up in the foothills, but the Medivet plant is in High
River and suffered some damage. Fortunately, the shop floor
was slightly higher than neighbouring structures. Mud oozed
in, but water was less than knee-deep. Even though there were
just two hours of warning, Ursula says the company has its
own emergency plan which made their preparations and evacuation efficient. The facility has no basement, so everything at
risk was at ground level. The Medivet folks were able to raise
equipment and products to the second floor of their shop where
things were safe, dry, and secure. Throughout High River,
home and business owners could not assess damage for days.
Phone service and the internet were still down when I spoke
with Ursula via her cell. Plant production was disrupted, but
after scraping and cleaning, and bringing in professional help
to re-sanitize the laboratory and production area, Medivet was
able to open its doors 18 days after the flood. Ursula says it has
been frustrating, but damage could have
been much worse. Her concerns were for
employees with severely flooded homes
and for beekeepers who lost hives.
My daughter and son-in-law's operation
– Summit Gardens Honey – was spared
any losses. The farm, about an hour southeast of Calgary, is 15 metres higher than the
Snake River, which has been flooding a bit
in recent years, but is quite a bit lower than
the house and shop. My only experience
with flooded bees was over twenty years
ago when the Val Marie reservoir overflowed and the Frenchman River jumped
its banks in southern Saskatchewan. I lost
a few hives, but the flood was in early March – hives were in
2 or 3 deeps and the bees were clustered in their upper boxes.
Winter wraps were still on, keeping things tightly bundled. The
water rose to knee deep without a rushing flood. Of thirty locations, four were wet – one of those actually had hives floating
off their pallets, groups of four clinging together, slowly waltzing around in the cold water.
The Alberta storm was much worse than what I'd experienced in Saskatchewan. There was not much waltzing here.
The huge rainstorm that came sliding in from Colorado, hugging the eastern slopes, and then stalling, dropped an unprecedented deluge while boxed into the canyons just west of our
prairies. The mess that so many have endured can't be overemphasized. One of my children volunteered to spend some
nasty time shoveling slime from a stranger's house. He said it
was rough work. I'd take pulling honey or extracting over that
anytime. But things are returning to normal, and most beekeepers were untouched. At last night's meeting of the Calgary Beekeepers Association, which has 80 members, I asked for flood
stories. One of the club's leaders said he had gathered a team
with four-wheel-drive trucks and flatbed trailers so hives could
be rescued, but there weren't any calls. Although the flood was
quick and deep, nearly all the two or three hundred beehives in
the city were either on high ground or could be quickly saved.
There were, unfortunately, a few bee casualties within the city.
But very few. One of my friends lost a nice hive with its four
extracting supers. Unlike the zoo's hippos, his hive floated off
towards Saskatchewan.
Ron Miksha is a beekeeper in Calgary. You may contact him
through is blog at www.badbeekeeping.com. ❀
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Day of the Honey Bee

May 29, 2013

The 'Day of the Honey Bee' was founded by Clinton Shane Ekdahl in the year 2009. Clinton Ekdahl is a backyard beekeeper
residing in Saskatoon Saskatchewan. Since the humble beginnings by one beekeeper 5 years ago the 'Day of the Honey Bee'
movement has grown to an international scope. The following are a few words from Clinton Ekdahl:
“I have a vision of a future that requires change, but that change will not be possible without your support. For this reason, I
dearly hope that my words will impart the plea I bring to you to be a part of changes that may unify our great Nation. Over one
year ago, I began a crusade to change the world and to transform the way people viewed their place in it. My message began with
the belief that one person can change the world and like an avalanche that begins with one snowflake, my message resounded
across our country and was heard.”
This year BC rose to the challenge set by Clinton Shane Ekdahl in 2009. Many
of our member beekeepers distributed thousands of brochures to the general public at various events across BC. Photos and stories from your event can be sent to
barry@dencor.ca.

Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Association
The Day Of The Honey Bee was celebrated most successfully on May 29th at
the Roberts’ Creek Farmers Market. Organized by the Sunshine Coast Beekeepers
Association, the event was very well attended, despite the rain. Minutes before the
Market opened, one local beekeeper drove to his nearby apiary site and removed
a frame of comb containing the queen, recently laid eggs, larvae in various stages
of development and a retinue of worker bees. The frame was placed in a beautiful
glass-sided observation hive (built for the occasion by another local beekeeper)
and brought to Market. Curious onlookers—especially children—could easily
observe the bees interacting, and many were able to spot the queen amongst the
hundreds of workers. One group of children watched patiently and saw a baby bee
being born, chewing her way gradually out of her wax covered cell before fully emerging.
Pamphlets from The B.C. Honey Producers Association containing information about the
critical role honey bees play in pollination, provincial and federal honey production, and other bee-related facts were distributed. The pamphlet’s primary message was stated succinctly:
“No Bees = No Pollination = No Fruit = No Seeds.” The Day of the Honey Bee was initiated
several years ago by a backyard beekeeper in Saskatoon, who recognized how urgent it was
to generate public awareness about the world wide crisis facing honey bees. Chief among the
threats they face is from pesticides. A poster with the words “All we are saying is give bees
a chance: say no to insecticides that harm bees” was prominently displayed at the event, and
stickers with the same logo were handed out to children.
The SCBA is grateful to the District of Sechelt and the Town of Gibsons for issuing proclamations officially recognizing the day, the One Straw Society, Sustainable Coast Magazine,
the Food Action Network, Roberts Creek Director Donna Shugars and staff at the SCRD for
promoting the Day of the Honey Bee, and the Roberts Creek Farmers Market and Community Association for cooperating with us in holding the event at the Wednesday Market.
~ photos and stories by Al Cobbin

Looking for the queen
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Kids with observation hive

Prince George
Beekeepers Association
The Day of the Honey
Bee was celebrated at
the Prince George Farmers Market by the Prince
George Beekeepers Association. All photos were
taken by Jovanka Djordjevich and show club
president Walter Steidle
displaying the observation frame, which was
equipped with a sound
hole. It was as intriguing
for those attending as seeing the bees was!

North Shore Bee Club
On the very wet evening of May 29, members of the North Shore Bee
Club were at Loutet Farm in North Vancouver to celebrate 2013 Day of
the Honey Bee. The event was supported by Edible Garden Project and
the City of North Vancouver, who provided tents to protect us from the
weather.
This was a public event to educate and share with
the public about the wonders of bees. Loutet Farm has
recently installed two bee hives to assist in pollinating
their crops and hopefully produce enough honey to
help finance the operation of the farm.
In spite of the rain, it was a great evening and we
were able to share information with quite a few people. And at the end of the evening, there was a potluck
for all the beekeepers and Edible Garden Project volunteers and staff. Yummy yummy!!
Thanks to the Edible Garden Project and City of
North Vancouver for their strong support of beekeeping!
~ Sharon Lisette
VOLUME 29, #3 FALL 2013
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Constitution and Bylaws Review
submitted by Michael Campbell
The Semi-Annual meeting in 2013 directed the constitution
be discussed at the AGM. Here is a first draft of my look at
the Constitution and Bylaws. Suggested changes are in bold
italic typeface and accompanied by an explanation (not for
inclusion in the constitution) in brackets and underlined.
The constitution I worked with is the one posted on the
BCHPA website. The following extraordinary resolutions
are to be considered at the AGM and may be adopted with or
without amendment.

Annual General Meeting) of The Association, or any general
or special meeting of the Association shall have a normal
(delete) vote as per the B.C. Society Act and/or Robert’s Rules
of Order Newly Revised. (delete ‘per’ and replace with in
accordance with the B.C. Society Act and/or Robert’s Rules
of Order Newly Revised.)
(Rationale:
Clarifies the rule applies to all chairs; clarifies which edition
of Roberts Rules of Order and rearranged to clarify the B.C.
Society Act takes precedence.)
3. Proposed Change

The priority is to clarify how the constitution is changed.
Areas to Consider:
1. Proposed Change:
(Current wording from BCHPA website)
7.3.2 Voting
To permit all ordinary members in good standing and each
Life Member to vote using attendant and non-attendance
voting systems on constitutional and bylaw resolutions for
Annual General Meetings.
18. Changes to By-Laws
This Constitution and By-Laws may only be amended or
revised by serving notice of motion to the Secretary at
least ninety (90) days prior to the Annual General Meeting.
The Secretary shall circulate the proposed amendments
or revisions to all Divisions or Affiliated Associations for
discussion and instruction to delegates prior to the Annual
General Meeting. This notice of motion shall be in the form
of a special resolution and requires a seventy-five (75%)
majority affirmative vote of eligible members voting.

14.4
The Secretary, the Treasurer and the Newsletter Editor (delete
and replace with ‘Members of the Association’) shall (delete
and replace with ‘may’) be paid an honorarium yearly
(delete), with the actual amount to be set at each Annual
General Meeting.
(Rationale:
Deleting job titles, replacing “shall” with “may” and deleting
“yearly”, allows for discretion at the AGM. The Newsletter
Editor works under contract so this provision permits that.)

Give yourself peace of mind with

the right coverage for you.
Bracken Insurance Services Ltd.
Dale Bracken, Financial Advisor
#106 3101 Hwy 6, Fruit Union Plaza
Vernon, BC V1T 9H6
Ph: 250-542-6300
Bracken_ins@cooperators.ca
www.cooperators.ca/bracken-insurance

Delete 7.3.2 in its entirety and change the first “Secretary”
in Bylaw 18 to “membership”.
(Rationale:
Bylaw 7.3.2 is misplaced, confusing and possibly in conflict
with Bylaw 18. The purpose of Bylaw 18 is to ensure the
membership is informed of changes before they happen and
the Secretary is therefore to ensure its distribution.
Changes to the constitution should occur at a meeting, not
by referendum. If there is a desire to protect members from
changes happening at poorly attended meetings a better way
to accomplish this is by having provisions for a quorum or
by allowing a certain proportion of the members at a meeting
to move postponement of consideration to a future meeting.
Roberts allows for a single member to move reconsideration
and entering on the minutes which has the effect of delaying a
motion to the next annual meeting.)
2. Proposed Change:
7.4
The President (delete and replace with person chairing the
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OUR BUSINESS.....
..... IS PACKAGING YOURS
We have a wide range of stock glass & plastic
containers including honey bears & bee hives.
We also carry a variety of plastic and metal lids.

PLEASE CALL US FOR A QUOTE

AMPAK INC.
180 - 4611 Viking Way, Richmond BC
Telephone: (604) 273-9631 Fax: (604) 273-1865
www.ampak.ca
splester@ampak.ca
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This column is a place where all beekeepers are encouraged to both ask questions
and give answers. It has been said that if you ask three beekeepers a question,
you will get four different answers, so readers will have to take answers under
careful consideration. Beekeepers are encouraged to respond to answers when
their thoughts may differ.

An important thing to always keep in mind is the wide range of environmental
conditions we encounter in our province. It's best to be cautious when taking
advice for your bees, and to take into consideration where that advice is coming
from. Always consult experienced, successful beekeepers in your area.
Please send questions and responses to the editor at BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com.

All answers have been provided by
Kerry Clark, Dawson Creek, BC

Q: Do hygienic bees have full or spotty brood patterns?
A: It could be either. There are 2 separate reasons for a
spotty brood pattern: a) brood diseases (chalkbrood, etc) and b)
inbreeding (eggs fertilized by sperm from a drone of the same
sex allele as the queen will be 50 % non-viable. If many of the
drones a queen mates with are closely related to the queen, the
brood pattern will be spotty). Hygienic bees that are inbred can
have spotty brood even if there is no brood disease.
If the hygienic bees are not inbred, I’d think they are likely to
eliminate brood diseases over time, to eventually have full survival, so then would attain a non-spotty pattern.

Q: Is there any evidence that GM crops affect honey quality
or hive health?

A: “GM” (genetically modified /engineered) is a broad,

variable term, like “processed”, so the answer for one specific
crop may be different from a different crop.
Honey: If you define honey quality by the 10 factors of
quality indicated in honey exhibition standards (water content,
cleanliness, air bubbles, clarity, taste aroma, etc) then no: those
honey qualities
are independent
of whether the
crop is GM or not.
If however, you
include the presence of GM pollen in honey as a
factor of honey
quality, then yes,
honey from GM
crops may contain GM pollen (depending on the proportion of
the honey from the GM crop). It could take a laboratory genetic
analysis to determine if the pollen was GM, except when virtually ALL crops of a particular type (e.g. canola) are GM, then
it may be easy to predict that honey with ___ pollen likely has

GM pollen (if virtually ALL canola pollen is GM, then ANY
canola pollen is likely GM).
Hive health: some GM crops are correlated with certain pesticide practices. Non-GM cotton (I understand) receives many
insecticide applications, so was not a feasible bee forage crop.
GM cotton apparently doesn’t require insecticide treatment, so
bees can produce honey from it. There is currently debate as to

FLYING
DUTCHMAN
Feed Bee
Pollen Substitute
Varroa Nator
Screened Bottom Boards

BEE SUPPLIES, PACKAGES
NUCS AND QUEENS
Vancouver Island Pollination Services
6124 Metral Dr., Nanaimo BC V9T 2L6
Phone 250-390-2313 1-877-390-6890
Fax 250-390-5180
E-mail: flydutch@telus.net Stan & Cheryl Reist
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whether certain seed treatment insecticides (the neonicotinoid
group) might have sublethal or indirect negative effects on bee
health/ behaviour. Conceivably, if a GM crop virtually always
receives an insecticide treatment that has negative effects on
hive health, that crop could be correlated with the negative effect. There are claims of such a correlation, but as yet no agreement among bee researchers.

leaving contaminated water in the cup, where bees can collect
it.

Q:

A:

Is it possible to
know whether sugar syrup gets into your honey,
especially when feeding
in the spring, or from
leftover sugar syrup
from the fall?

A:

The presence of
sucrose sugar syrup in
honey at less than about
5% would be very difficult to determine. The
higher the %, the easier
it would be to detect, but
even then it would take
a laboratory test to try to
categorize the profile of
sugars in a sample, and distinguish it from the variable mixtures of sugars in various honeys. Much easier to detect would
be additives (such as medication) IN the syrup. Since unlike
sugars, those are not part of pure honey, even very tiny amounts
are an indication of some contact with medicated syrup.

Q: What is the best way to control ants that are getting into
my beehives?

A:

An apiary can be a good place for ants: there is often a good
supply of dying bees to eat, and if ant food (sugar) is dropped
on the ground around a hive (beekeeper dropping burr comb
or spilling syrup, bees discarding granulated honey in spring,
etc), ants may be
attracted to forage
outside or even in
the hive.
To keep the ant
population from
getting too large:
if you find an ant
nest under a hive,
just disperse it
outside the apiary.
Good fitting hive
equipment
will
help bees keep the
ants out, and ants
cleaning up dead bees isn’t a problem. If the ants become a
problem to the hives, hive stands with barriers to stop the ants
from climbing up into the hive can be built: one design has
legs (e.g metal rebar) with collars just above the ground. The
collar can be a small plastic cup with its open side down, and
the inside smeared with something the ants won’t walk across
(sticky, greasy). An undesirable option is each leg in a cup with
its open side up, filled with oil. This can work until rain runs
into the cup and lifts the oil out, contaminating the ground and
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Q:

How do I go
about sending in bee
samples for lab analysis?
It depends on
what you want the sample analyzed for: check
with the lab person
you’re going to send
them to, and clarify
what you want the bees
checked for - a pesticide
analysis is quite different from a disease or
mite diagnosis. In general, deep freeze bees
(with a label) in glass or aluminum foil for pesticide analysis
or viruses of adult bees; the same for piece of comb. For AFB
vs EFB diagnosis of a few bee larvae, remove the larvae with
a toothpick, fold in clean plastic wrap and enclose in a labelled
envelope (beekeeper, apiary location, date, hive number). For
mite diagnosis, adult bees should be collected alive into alcohol (even windshield washer fluid) and of course, labelled.

Q: Will a leaf blower work and not hurt to blow bees out of
my honey supers?

A:

It will work
and probably not
hurt the bees, but it
might depend on the
blower model and
how it’s operated.
I’ve used a vacuum
cleaner with the
hose on the outlet
(so it blows) and a
gas-powered professional setup that was
a lot faster, but could be harder on the bees. Avoid having the
bees blown against a hard surface (don’t bounce them). Blow
horizontally and they might even fly. ❀

Van and
Isle
Apiaries
Bee Products
NUCS • QUEENS
PACKAGES
Grant Stringer
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Tel 250-652-9834 Fax 250-665-6121
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3

2013 Semi-Annual Minutes
submitted by Janice Bobic
Call to Order and Welcome by Wayne Neidig, President
Introduction of Executive; parking issues clarified.
Agenda Distribution
No additions or deletions.
⋅ Motion to adopt agenda by Janice Bobic, seconded by
Mike Campbell; adopted.
Business Arising From Minutes
1. Governance Committee – Mike Campbell
⋅ Discussion on changing BCHPA Constitution on method
of electing executive.
⋅ Question: Elect each position individually, or group of individuals to select within group?
⋅ Constitution protects the rights of members whether they
are at the meeting or not.
⋅ BCHPA is liable for divisions; dues collected directly by
BCHPA, with benefits to members.
⋅ Bylaw 7.3.1. specifies that persons have to be members 90
days before the meeting.
⋅ 18.1 Process of extraordinary resolution of 90 days notice.
⋅ Discussion on Roberts Rules of Order 1850s, and additions; “newly revised” 1970s
⋅ BC Society Act – When Liberals were voted in, in 2001,
changes made and provisions eliminated.
⋅ Central Executive = Table officers; in Constitution, includes all area reps.
⋅ Duties of officers – some time limits on some duties, 10
years on other duties.
⋅ Honorarium received by 3 positions, secretary, treasurer,
and newsletter editor.
⋅ “2 can approve” payment of a bill and treasurer must pay.
⋅ Clarification required – who has access to examination of
records, by appointment.
⋅ Under Privacy Act; auditing includes financial records and
correspondence.
⋅ Proposed change to executive elections requires a committee and chairperson.
⋅ Need standing committee on policy and procedures.
⋅ A division under BCHPA: no need to file financial reports,
separate constitution not required.
⋅ Extraordinary resolution: Wayne asked Mike to chair the
policy and procedures committee.
⋅ Executive to discuss, need several interested people, what
concepts to be reviewed.
⋅ Any changes in constitution take effect in the next year,
with draft in acceptable form. Implement changes over a few
years.
⋅ Top issues: what and how to change constitution - working
but not always followed.
⋅ Disagreement, clarify by vote at AGM who makes decision.
⋅ Issues to address at Kelowna AGM 2013.
⋅ Kamloops issue – wanted to get insurance but not eligible.
Do divisions belong to BCHPA?
2. Beginners Beekeeping Course Curriculum – Lance Cuthill
Jeff Lee presented report on behalf of Lance and committee

members.
⋅ Project began in 2010 for core curriculum, student and instructor manuals, and workshop manual.
⋅ Comment by Paul van Westendorp relaying concerns
around the province re: individuals, not educated or qualified,
giving courses. How is BCHPA to ensure acceptance?
⋅ The books will be available to BCHPA members who take
the instructor training.
⋅ Accreditation of the BCHPA course by Ministry of Agriculture, and Ministry of Advanced Education.
President’s Report – Wayne Neidig
⋅ Initial meeting was held with the Deputy Ministry of Agriculture in Victoria; Wayne and Gerry McKee attended in person, and Janice Bobic by teleconference. Another meeting to
be planned.
1st Vice-President’s Report – Eric Stromgren
⋅ Brief report on beekeeping courses.
nd
2 Vice President’s Report – Butch Richardson
⋅ Report not available
Treasurer’s Report – Pauline Thompson
⋅ BCHPA income for 2012 was $12,000.00
⋅ Pay Pal now being used and working well, interfaced with
BCHPA membership form.
⋅ Good membership growth this past year.
⋅ Kamloops group hosted the 2012 AGM and 2013 semi-

Saskatraz breeding stock
available in 2013
Queen cells from tested Saskatraz breeders ($20).
Closed population mated breeder queens ($300),
out crossed breeder queens ($100)
Saskatraz stock carrying VSH trait added in 2012, also available
as queen cells and mated queens in May 2013. Inquire.
Limited number of Saskatraz Hybrid production queens available
April 15th to August 2013 ($28 to 34).
These hybrids will produce pure Canadian Saskatraz drones for
stud use. All breeding stock tested and certified.
See www.saskatraz.com for breeding information and updates.
Saskatraz stock bred in Saskatchewan for honey production,
wintering ability and resistance to mites and brood diseases.

Email a.j.robertson@sasktel.net
or phone (306)-373-9140
cell 306 270 6627 for prices and availability.
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annual conference.
⋅ Rebate of $554 from Dominion and Grimm from members’ purchases.
Secretary's Report – Janice Bobic
⋅ Received various email correspondence.
⋅ Urban Beekeeping Bylaw posters compliments of City of
Burnaby Planning Department.
⋅ Investment Agriculture Foundation provided brochures
for distribution to members.
CHC Report – Gerry McKee
⋅ Report on the corn dust off in Ontario.
⋅ Sampling of bees, honey, wax, for pesticide levels, and
chemical analysis done.
⋅ Prevention is key, and PMRA is involved, promoting best
management practices.
⋅ 29 Recommendations given by the board and Crop Life
Canada.
⋅ A 2-year moratorium in Europe on use of the chemicals.
⋅ Scientists are subject to influences from all sides.
⋅ Compensation issues affect beekeepers.
⋅ Quebec beekeepers have hive assessments conducted by
their government in the fall.
⋅ Credibility is questioned of PMRA and the technical companies.
⋅ Small hive beetle committee established with CAPA and
Canadian government, developing policy, and dealing with
government regulations.
⋅ Seasonal workers in Canada; more in Ontario than in western Canada.
⋅ Joe Lomond commented all beekeepers should report suspected poisoning and loss of bees.
⋅ Growers are liable when spraying pesticides and bees are
killed; need third party to collect samples.
⋅ Sub-lethal effects as well that have not been addressed so
far.
⋅ Pesticides and miticides have synergistic effects; Info on
CHC website from PMRA
⋅ Paul commented on Ontario neonicotinoids used; showing
low mammalian toxicity effects.
⋅ PMRA and EPA recognized effects and studying sub-lethal
doses and effects.
⋅ Malathion used for drosophila fruit fly.
⋅ Smoke signals on chronic levels – a few years needed.
⋅ Advise members to call Ministry of Agriculture lab regarding any suspected poisoning.
⋅ Wayne Neidig has asked Richard Springborn to head study
regarding these chemicals.
BeesCene Report – Heather Sosnowski, Editor,
presented by Pauline Thompson
⋅ Contributions to the newsletter and feedback are always
valued from members.
⋅ Decline in advertising affects revenue; need more advertisers, consider mention in website.
⋅ Extra copies of the newsletters being sent to members to
increase membership.
⋅ Barry received copies and brought in new members.
⋅ Wayne received feedback from Apimondia delegates.
⋅ Janice took copies to Burnaby City Hall Environmental
Sustainability & Planning Department.
⋅ Jeff Lee commented it is a good point to distribute to city
halls around province.
⋅ Complimentary copies are sent out to libraries, etc.

30

VOLUME 29, #3 FALL 2013

Certified Producer Program – Judy Campbell
⋅ Two new members joined; 20 members now in program.
⋅ There is a good supply of labels to distribute; 2 sizes of the
nutritional labels.
⋅ The 3 year review of the program has now begun by a committee of 7 to 8 members.
⋅ CFIA modernization process includes 100 page document;
apply to participate.
Library – Ian Farber, Education Director
⋅ DVDs, videos, books available for members to borrow for
3 week periods.
⋅ Send email to Ian to order from library
⋅ Info to members, Western Apiculture Society AGM in
Santa Fe in 2013.
Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund – Dr. John Boone
⋅ Trustees are John Boone, Ian Farber, Joe Lomond, Bob
Meredith.
⋅ Between BCHPA meetings, trustees communicate by telephone, email, and Canada Post in order to consider issues regarding investment of surplus funds, and consider applications
for funding.
⋅ Funding has been granted to the following recipients:
1) $2,500 to Leonard Foster`s Lab at UBC as final payout of
a three year grant.
2) $1,000 contribution to registration fee for Tannis MacDonald to attend the Commercial Beekeepers Program at Fairview Campus, Grand Prairie Regional College. Eric Stromgren
teaching program.
3) $215 for registration fee for Alicia Zigay to attend an introductory beekeeping course at Royal Roads University; she
qualified as an undergraduate in the Faculty of Science at Uni-

versity of Victoria.
⋅ In keeping with the BHW Trust Fund Constitution and
Bylaws, the following are requested to be added to the AGM
agenda in fall 2013:
1) Name an auditor for the BHW Fund; need someone to
audit books as CRA is getting involved.
2) Election (or re-election) of Trustees at AGM (The bylaws
state that Trustees shall be elected for four year overlapping
terms, and incumbents may stand for re-election).
⋅ Financial report provided as of March 15, 2013, indicating donations, bank interest, and disbursements; shows cash on
hand $5,229.60, and total investments of $70,000.00.
Membership Renewals, Dues and Dates – Pauline Thompson, Treasurer
⋅ Discussion on special rate for spousal membership. Violation of constitution.
⋅ Discussion on increase for basic membership fee and
whether it is justified.
⋅ Increased costs of producing magazine.
⋅ Discussion on voting membership and/or membership.
Website – Pauline Thompson
⋅ Wayne Neidig is writing president’s articles on beekeeping, and president’s monthly reports.
⋅ Library is listed.
⋅ Visitors to website about 1500 per month, including from
other countries, China, Russia, USA.
⋅ Registering for conferences now available.
⋅ Invoicing for membership applications; membership expires at end of December, renewal in new year.
⋅ Beginning 2013, 359 members; 267 members not renewed
yet; some skip a year, then renew.
⋅ Database holds information on membership, BeesCene,
Hivelights.
⋅ New members joining through website from all over BC.
⋅ Comment from Ian Farber: new website for Kamloops is
www. KamloopsBeekeepers.ca.
⋅ CHC membership costs BCHPA $13,000.
⋅ BCHPA pays fee to CHC for every beekeeper in BC
whether members of BCHPA or not.
Reports from Regional Reps:
Prince George – No report available.
Cariboo – Diane Dunaway reported temperatures varying at
end of winter.
West Kootenays – No report available.
East Kootenays – Jeff Lee for Lance Cuthill
⋅ Some losses, about 20%, late season brood used extra food.
⋅ Axel Krause is new inspector for Kootenays. Mike Malmberg is new division rep.
Richmond, Vancouver, Fraser Valley – Jeff Lee and Courtney White
⋅ High losses in lower mainland and some low losses; 10 to
90%, with various reasons.
⋅ Pollination prices in lower mainland contracts were $75 to
$80 last year, $90 per hive this year.
⋅ Benchmark $100 for pollination; for raspberries $50 per
hive.
⋅ Rise in memberships in last year.
⋅ Richmond club query whether division or society.
Peace River – No report available.
North Okanagan – Bob Chisholm
⋅ Good honey crop last year and ended season strong.
⋅ 2 yards with nosema, and others without.

⋅ Kelowna working on urban beekeeping bylaw.
⋅ Some instructors in the area not talking about diseases.
⋅ Concerns regarding some constitutional items.
⋅ Kamloops not included in North Okanagan.
⋅ Cherries, apples, apricots, some berries, pollinated.
South Okanagan – No report available.
South Vancouver Island – Barry Denluck
⋅ Salt Spring Island formed new bee club of 150 members;
37 apiaries, 135 hives; 69% survival.
⋅ Beekeeper causes of losses.
⋅ Survey results from all areas of province.
North Vancouver Island – Bob Eberle
⋅ Comox Bee Club has many new members coming in.
⋅ New beekeeper workshops by Brenda Jager.
⋅ Nanaimo expecting 20 new beekeepers for course.
⋅ Mild winter temperatures, not much below freezing.
⋅ Paul van Westendorp offered comments on travel restrictions; inspection staff not restricted.
⋅ However, Brenda Jager is out of hours for inspection.
Sunshine Coast – No report available.
Terrace Smithers – No report available.
⋅ Wayne Neidig requested that reps send reports if they can’t
attend the meetings.
BC Bee Breeders Association – Barry Denluck
⋅ Brenda Jager sends her regrets as she is teaching a course
this weekend.
⋅ Jean-Marc sells over $100,000 doing queen breeding.
⋅ Duncan Assessment Yard (DAY project) - Brenda Jager is
expanding project to have bee hives in various climatic areas of
BC, and asking Liz Huxter to participate in the project.
⋅ Beekeepers may purchase queens at $10 each.
⋅ Educate beekeepers how to assess, using microscope.
⋅ Sue Cobey in Washington is providing courses on queen
rearing and will teach artificial insemination at cost of $175 for
1 or 2 day course.
BC Ministry of Agriculture – Paul van Westendorp
⋅ 131 beekeepers submitted samples; 75 samples for PCR
testing.
⋅ Brood samples of EFB and AFB; decline in EFB compared
to previous year.
⋅ Seeing deformed wing virus, Kashmir virus, Israeli virus;
Oxytet test for resistance.
⋅ Beekeepers should submit samples of suspect diseases;
caution regarding mutations.
⋅ Varroa mites are strong vectors of various viruses.
⋅ Small hive beetle not progressing, except in southern Manitoba close to the US border.
⋅ Main threat is from US crops close to border, and same
crops on Canada side; the beetles are brought in from California to Washington, and love tropical climates including Hawaii.
⋅ Ministry of Agriculture monitoring along border areas.
⋅ Picture of a small hive beetle with size dimensions is on
website.
⋅ CFIA national program on small hive beetle.
Beekeeping courses:
⋅ Bee Masters course sold out.
⋅ 2014 courses at Michael Smith Centre; details will be
available, send request.
⋅ Introductory beekeeping courses at Kwantlen College in
Surrey.
⋅ Considering an on-line course via Skype or another carrier
for the north and Yukon.
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British Columbia Bee Breeders Association
ASHCROFT HONEY
Joe & Marguerite Lomond
250-373-2540
marglomond@gmail.com
QN
BARRY BEADMAN
barry&diane@telus.net
Oliver
250-498-3153
QN
BARRY’S BEES
North Pender Island
Barry Denluck
bees@dencor.ca
Victoria
250-598-1159
QNP

NEIDIG APIARIES
Wayne Neidig
Delta
wayneneidig@hotmail.com
604-591-1385
Q

GOLDEN EARS APIARIES
Jean-Marc LeDorze
Mission
jmcshipley@shaw.ca
604-820-6924
QNCP

ROD JO MOODY APIARIES
Rodney & Jo Moody
Cowichan Bay
rodjo@telus.net
250-743-1939
Q

HEATHER HIGO
Langley
heather.higo@gmail.com
604-532-6904
QN

SILVER STAR APIARIES
Richard Springborn
Vernon
rspringborn@telus.net
250-379-2567
N

BEE HAVEN FARM
Steve & Gail Mitchell
Duncan
beehaven@shaw.ca
250-746-9916
QNP

HONEYBEE CENTRE
John Gibeau
Surrey
info@honeybeecentre.com
604-575-2337
QP

BEES ‘N’ GLASS
Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
Lake Cowichan
lindahls@shaw.ca
250-749-3800
JZ's BZ's Queen Rearing Supplies

JINGLEPOT APIARIES
Sol Nowitz
Nanaimo
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
250-753-9619
QNP

BRENDA'S BEES
Brenda Jager
Gabriola Island
bzbees@telus.net 250-755-5834
QC

JOHN GATES
Armstrong
johngates@telus.net
250-546-6212
QNC

CAMPBELL'S GOLD HONEY FARM
AND MEADERY
Mike and Judy Campbell
Abbotsford
www.bchoney.com
mikecampbell@bchoney.com
604-856-2125
N

KAYE'S BEES APIARY
Bob Chisholm
Kelowna
www.brainybee.ca
bobnkaye@shaw.ca
250-762-2203
QN

FLOWER POWER APIARIES
Michael McLennan
Grand Forks
mdmclennan@gmail.com
250-442-2933
Supporter

• B = Bulk Bees
• Q=Queens
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FLYING DUTCHMAN
Stan & Cheryl Reist
Nanaimo
flydutch@telus.net
250-390-2313
QNP
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KETTLE VALLEY QUEENS
Elizabeth Huxter
Grand Forks
lizandterry@gmail.com
250-442-5204
QN

• P = Packages
• C = Queen Cells

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
Blair & Cheryl Tarves
Cawston
250-499-2555
QN
SWEETACRE APIARIES
Bill Stagg
Tappen
billstagg.honeysweet@gmail.com
www.sweetacreapiaries.ca
250-803-5201
QN
TUGWELL CREEK HONEY FARM &
MEADERY
Bob Liptrot
Sooke
info@tugwellcreekfarm.com
250-642-1956
QN
VAN ISLE APIARIES
AND BEE PRODUCTS
Grant Stringer
Saanichton
250-652-9834
vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
QNB

• N = Nucs
• S = Shook Swarm

⋅ Annual spring survey for 2013 going out for bee data and
general information; April results.
Old Business
1. Book Release Update – Diane Dunaway
⋅ “A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia from 19502000” by Douglas McCutcheon
⋅ Final proofreading being done for April printing, to be
printed in Victoria, BC.
⋅ Dr. Mark Winston’s review of book in May newsletter.
⋅ Cost will be $30 per book, and $6 postage for mailing.
⋅ The proceeds, after expenses are paid, will be donated to
Boone Hodgson Fund.
2. Pacific Agriculture Show – Gerry McKee
⋅ Largest agricultural show with 250 exhibitors; BCHPA
booth attracted many visitors.
⋅ All sectors of agriculture, including governments, participate in this annual show.
⋅ Public interest in beekeeping, 3D video shown, pollination/
growers, pesticide warnings.
3. Constitution Review – Mike Campbell;
⋅ Covered in Business Arising From Minutes (morning session).
4. Report on Hopguard – Richard Springborn
⋅ Active ingredient of the hops plant, harvested by Beta Tec,
based in New York and Washington, DC.
⋅ Preliminary contact with PMRA; trials in 2011 and spring
2012.
⋅ Compared with Apivar, Thymol, Oxalic Acid, Amitraz;
Apivar 87% control.
⋅ Sticky to work with; not as effective as other substances.
New Business
1. Constitutional Change re: BCHPA Name Change –
Gerry McKee
⋅ Proposed new name is BC Beekeepers Association, to be
voted on at AGM October 2013.
⋅ Name change was attempted previously; there was a 10
year moratorium on discussion.
⋅ 70% of membership survey 2 years ago agreed on changing name.
⋅ Mike Campbell: the current registered name vs. proposed
name; rescind previous discussion on moratorium.
⋅ Paul van Westendorp: info from another government office states that to replace a name, the old name must be stricken
off the record.
2. Day of the Honeybee on May 29 - Barry Denluck for
Butch Richardson

⋅ Initiated in 2009 in Saskatoon by Clinton Shane Eckdahl,
following the USA.
⋅ Now celebrated around the world, proclamations made by
country, provinces, and cities.
⋅ Since Allen Garr initiated it here, BC is the leader in Canada.
⋅ Brochures to be printed and distributed, cost absorbed by
BCHPA; charge for postage.
3. AGM 2013 in Kelowna – Hive and Thrive - Bob Chisholm for Chris Boulanger
⋅ The website of the AGM will be www.HiveandThrive.com
⋅ Chris will attend meeting on Saturday, March 16.
4. Growing Forward II – Paul van Westendorp
paul.vanwestendorp@gov.bc.ca
⋅ Governments used to cover expenses – HIRT fund
⋅ Investment Agriculture Foundation (IAF) federal government grant requires 50% funding supplied by industry to get
50% grant money, to use in the following ways:
1. Innovation – research development, new technology, introduction to industry or marketplace.
2. Market Intelligence – competitiveness in industry, brand
development, HACCP, C-BISQT, Iotron, Biosecurity surveillance, Traceability Farm ID, Animal welfare.
3. Adaptability – Sustainable agri-management; beekeeping
community to identify relevant projects and prioritize importance of issues.
⋅ Need to submit application; Mike Campbell received letter
that the funds were used up.
Addendum to New Business
⋅ Award to Steve Pernal – awarded to Steve on building the
national honeybee diagnostic centre.
⋅ Iotron – Alex English – Meeting was held in Edmonton
to discuss funding issues for biosecurity services, to transport
hives to BC for Iotron treatment, $5 per box.
⋅ Bear Fencing – money is not available.
⋅ Ontario Tech Transfer Program – Money to hire students
and others for work; Ontario government grants money to
OBA, $110,000 per year, unlikely in BC.
⋅ Judy Campbell stated there is a lack of beekeepers to deal
with issues; BCHPA should partner with universities, etc. to
assign projects to university students. Not enough money in
BC to attempt.
Concluding Comments – Wayne Neidig
⋅ Thanks to everyone for attending and participating in the
semi-annual meeting.
⋅ Adjournment at 4:50 PM ❀

Hanefelds’ Honey Farm
Nassenheider Fill-up
Price: $2,290.

Wooden Ware
Hive Bodies
Lids – Migratory, Telescoping
Bottom Boards – Screened, Pallets
Nuc Boxes – 4, 5 and 6 Frame
Custom Orders

Bees
NUCS
Hives Nucs
and
4 Frame
4 frame
nucs
with
or without
queens
available
available
endofofMay
May.
at the end

Darin Ingram
www.ingramapiaries.com
Tel: 1-250-718-4987 info@ingramapiaries.com
2660 Lower Glenrosa Road, Westbank, BC V4T 1P9

The bottler for honey and other
liquids with higher viscosity. Compact,
versatile, affordable and reliable.
Single Story Hives for Sale
Available in May
2012 Queens,
5 Frames of Brood $250

Contact Fred @ Phone & Fax: 604-856-8937
E-mail: FKOH@telus.net
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Bee Research Project
We are looking for beekeepers to participate in a research
project on the genetics of Canadian honey bee stocks funded
by the Canadian Honey Council’s Bee Research Fund. If you
are interested, sign up at the following website www.yorku.ca/
honeybee Participation is easy! We will send you a labeled
prepaid envelop with collection tubes, and you send it back
to us with a few dead bees from your yard. We are hoping to
sample honey bees from coast to coast;
commercial beekeepers, bee breeders, and scientists /
hobbyists are welcome.
Please see www.yorku.ca/honeybee for more information
and to sign up.
Thanks for helping us with our project.
Dr. Amro Zayed
Assistant Professor
Department of Biology
York University
4700 Keele Street
Toronto, ON
M3J 1P3, Canada
Tel.: 416-736-2100 Ext. 20213
Email: zayed@yorku.ca
Web: http://zayedlab.apps01.yorku.ca/wordpress/

Maximize Spring Build-up
and Colony Health

BC Honey Producers’ Association

NUTRITIONAL
FACT
Nutrition Facts
V
LABELS Pear 1l etabulesr pononu t r i t i v e
(20g)
Pour 1 cuillère à table
(20g)

Amount
Teneur

only

% Daily Value
% valeur quotidienne

Calories / Calories 60
Fat / Lipides 0 g
Carbohydrates / Glucid
es 17 g
Sugars / Sucres 16 g
Protein / Protéines
0g

1.5¢
each

0%
6 %

Not a significant sour
ce of saturated fat, tran
s fat,
cholesterol, sodium,
fibre, vitamin A, vitam
in C,
calcium or iron.

Rolls of
2000

Source négligeable de
lipides saturés, lipides
trans, cholestérol, sod
ium, fibres, vitamine
A,
vitamine C, calcium et
fer.

To order and for details contact:
Judy Campbell
604-856-2125
jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com
PROUDLY OWNED BY CANADIAN BEEKEEPERS

Feed ready-made patties from

GLOBAL PATTIES
We can handle your sugar
requirements. Dry or liquid
– small lots or trailer loads.

Bee Maid buys light
and dark beeswax
at competitive prices.

TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR BEEKEEPERS
r'PVOEBUJPO
r2VFFO3FBSJOH4VQQMJFT
r#FFLFFQFST"QQBSFM5PPMT

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate
for good build-up and large honey crops.
Feed patties to ensure colony health,
fast build-up and maximum production.

Learn more at www.globalpatties.com
and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free
or email mike@globalpatties.com
Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease
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r)JWF&RVJQNFOU
r/PWFMUJFT
r)POFZ$POUBJOFST

r&YUSBDUJOH&RVJQNFOU
r.FEJDBUJPOT5SFBUNFOUT
r1BDLBHFE#FFT2VFFOT

Contact your nearest outlet:
"MCFSUB)POFZ
1SPEVDFST$PPQFSBUJWF
70 Alberta Avenue, Box 3909
Spruce Grove, AB T7X 3B1
780.962.5573

.BOJUPCB$PPQFSBUJWF
)POFZ1SPEVDFST
625 Roseberry Street
Winnipeg, MB R3H 0T4
204.783.2240 ext. 228

#FF.BJE
)POFZ
Highway #3
Tisdale, SK S0E 1T0
306.873.2521

Shop online at: www.beemaidbeestore.com
www.beemaid.com

Letters
Prince George Beekeepers express their concerns over aerial
spraying; in a letter to Eileen Kostian with the Ministry of
Forests, BC Timber Sales, Prince George, the club wrote:
Dear Eileen,
Thank you for your notification of the proposed brushing
treatment of our regenerating forests.
The Prince George Beekeepers question the need to carry on
with this proposed aerial brushing program for several reasons.
First, the broad-spectrum herbicides that are used for these
treatments, including VisionMax and WeedMaster, kill all flowering plant species that honey bees and native pollinating insects rely on. The effects of these herbicides last for a number
of years and the important plants like blueberries, fireweed and
willows often fail to re-establish themselves. As a consequence,
areas available for these pollinating insects is reduced.
Second, close to every cut block in some areas get sprayed
to some degree. This blanket spraying kills all aspen, birch and
cottonwood, from the fully mature stands to the seedlings. As a
consequence, there is a documented loss of biodiversity in our
stand structure.
This is problematic as mixed forests are critical from the perspective of biodiversity, ecological complexity, wildlife habitat
and the availability of forage for native pollinating insects and
honey bees. Mixed forests allow a wider variety of flowering
plants to exist on the forest floor and support a far wider community of insects, mammals and birds, as Dr. Kathy Martin's
work at UBC has proven.
Finally, while we understand agencies and private entities
try hard to comply with existing regulations, often this is not
possible in difficult field conditions. Strong winds, human error
and other factors can result in unnecessary over-application or
unintentional drift. Also, lax regulations around spraying wetland mean that amphibian-bearing areas are sprayed as a matter
of due course, another concern all of its own.
As honey bees have a foraging radius of approximately 5
kilometres, please reconsider the need to proceed with aerial
brushing treatments this coming season in the Prince George
Forest District.

Dear Walter Steidle:
On May 16th our office received your letter dated April 8,
2013, and we thank you for expressing concerns around the
use of aerial herbicides in the Prince George area.
We acknowledge the concerns you have expressed in not
supporting the used of herbicides. BC Timber Sales (BCTS)
considers applying appropriate Vegetation Management
Methods based on site specific conditions by using the most
effective brushing methods, while at the same time considering the least impact possible to the site. Our office is focused
on limiting aerial applications throughout the Prince George
area, and utilizes a variety of brushing tools including Manual
Brushing, and Basal Bark. Basal Bark is the most selective
chemical method available to us.
BCTS takes pride in managing our forests and is determined to ensure that work is carried out in such a way that
all legislation and regulations are adhered to. I would also
like to speak to the concerns expressed regarding spraying
wetland areas. Our office will not conduct herbicide use
within water bodies, which includes streams, ponds, lakes
and swamps. There will be Pesticide Free Zones (PFZ) and
buffers put in place along all identified water bodies. The
type of water body will determine the width of the PFZ and
buffer, and these widths are specified in the legislation.
We appreciate that some harvested areas may have an
abundance of flowering plants which could have the potential
to attract bees. If you are aware of a specific site that would
be irrevocably harmed it would be appreciated if you could
make this known to us, so as to assist us in selecting a more
appropriate treatment option.
BCTS remains committed to sharing our planned brushing activities on an annual basis with the Prince George Beekeepers Association, By sharing our information, we hope
to build a mutually beneficial working relationship with your
association.
If you have any further questions or concerns, please feel
free to contact me at (250)614-7446 or e-mail me at Eileen
Kostian@gov.bc.ca
Yours truly,
Eileen Kostian

Sincerely,
Walter Steidle
Prince George Beekeepers Association
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Serving
Vancouverand
and the
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mainland
Serving
Vancouver
lower
mainland
We offer: Arataki Packages, Nucs, tools,
clothing, frames, educational courses
and so much more!!
Pick-up locations:
Abbotsford, Burnaby, Richmond,
Tsawwassen, Vancouver and Whistler
www.urbanbeesupplies.ca
info@urbanbeesupplies.ca
778-990-2176
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Everywhere!
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KID'S CORNER
Temperatures at Which Different
Honey Bee Activities Take Place
(adapted from 'The Beekeeper's Handbook' by Sammataro and Avitabile, 3rd edition,
1998. For more information on these activities in the hive, see this interesting book).

37.8°C (100°F) ambient air: all
brood rearing stops, colony needs
water to cool hive.
32.8 – 36.1°C: wax secretion
(this happens at higher
temperatures).
29.4°C: broodless winter cluster
(overwintering bees with
no young to care for).

16.1°C: drones
(male bees) cannot fly.
13.9°C: cluster forms
(to conserve warmth).

33.9 –
34.4°C: nest
temperature
(eggs and
young bees –
incubation).

20°C: queen does not fly
(too cold!)

10°C: brood rearing stops,
worker bees cannot fly.

5.6°C: bees cannot move:
muscles not hot enough.
4.4°C: bees die if alone.

-40°C: bee cluster dies.
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KID'S CORNER
Fun Facts about Bees
(adapted from 'The Beekeeper's Handbook'
3rd Edition, Sammataro and Avitable, 1998)

Honey Bee Flight Speed
6 – 9 miles per hour
(9.7 – 14.5 km/hour) loaded,
8 mph (12.9 km/hour) empty.

Flight Range
2 mile (3.2 km) radius,
or 8000 acres!
Maximum radius of 5 – 8 miles
(8 – 12.9 km).
Total flight distance during life about
800 km in 5 – 30 days.

Nectar Collecting
50 – 80 percent of honey bees
that are flying collect nectar.
They make 100 – 1500 flower visits
per load of nectar collected!
It takes 5 – 150 for each trip to
gather food.
A full load is equal to 85% of the
bee's body weight.
150 pounds of honey, in mileage,
equals 13 round trips to the moon.
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Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing
Speedrite (NZ) solar fencers and accessories

Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill
Box 100
Bulyea, Saskatchewan
SOG 0L0

Phone: 306-725-4820
Fax: 306-725-3193
www.lambacres.ca

Wanted:

Honey in Barrels • Bee Pollen • Honey Comb

Dew Fresh Honey
Osoyoos, B.C. 250-495-2234 Cell: 250-485-2924
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Regional Reports
North Vancouver Island
~ Robert Eberle
Jen Cody, Chairperson of the Nanaimo
Club, reports that their spring programming has included swarm control,
methods of Varroa mite control (formic
and oxalic acid), IPM disease control
methods, and splitting hives. Their upcoming education and events include
moving hives and honey extraction, and
on July 7 they are hosting a potluck and field day that is open
to all island clubs. A field day is scheduled for August, and the
September meeting will have an open round table question and
answer session. Locally, Theo Friedrich also holds a field day
education session at his apiary every second Saturday of the
month. Brenda Jager taught a beginner bee course intensive in
April and they hosted a progressive field day at four sites: in
south Nanaimo, central Nanaimo, Nanoose and Coombs.
Brenda reports: “In terms of how the colonies are doing,
folks that treated with oxalic acid in winter are doing well with
low mite counts as we head into summer. Those that did not are
struggling with high mite counts. We have also seen high numbers of drones this spring, which makes sense given that it is
the season for swarms and mating. We are one month ahead in
the season this year. Early buildup of colonies and early swarm
season start. The blackberry flowering is one month ahead as
well. First flowers opened May 30 in central Nanaimo. Crazy!”
Island beekeepers are very concerned about the use of GM
crops. The Nanaimo Club has taken the lead on this issue and
are worried about the increased use of Roundup on these crops.
GM crops are designed for use with Roundup that increases the
exposure of honey bees in areas where GM crops are grown.
The Comox Valley Club Chair, Jenn Dilfer, reports that
swarms are appearing early here as well with a number of people contacting the club members on the website swarm list to
pick up swarms in their yards. Club member Stu Hillman has
been creating a web-based map showing the location of local
beekeepers to assist with the possible return of swarms to the
original owners. Please contact the club if you would like to be
added to this map. The map will be available on the club website to members and fire departments who might get the calls.
It will not have your name or address (unless you want it to).
It appears that the City of Courtenay has no bylaw prohibiting the keeping of bees in the city - unless it was for commercial purposes. If you are interested in taking your hives to
the club bee yard up the mountain for fireweed you will need
the proper insurance. The BCHPA offers the necessary fire insurance for $195. Email Del if you would like a spot in the
club yard. The Comox Valley Club participated in the Valley’s
Seedy Saturday and you can find them in this video: www.
dsee.ca/seedy-saturday/. The beekeepers' club BBQ was held
at Urs's house in Black Creek on June 22. Don't forget to like
our page on Facebook @ comoxvalleybeekeepers.
Island Apiary Inspector, Brenda Jager has informed us that
the Ministry of Agriculture has restricted the travel of all employees. Inspectors are now required to request approval prior
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to all travel. Travel will only be granted in the case of disease or
suspected disease. This means that she “is unavailable to attend
Bee Club Meetings or to provide routine colony inspections.
Inspections for bee yard participation are disallowed. The official policy for bee yard inspections is that pre-inspections for
cooperative mountain bee yards can not be supported.”
The ministry states that "It is imperative that beekeepers
take on greater responsibility for the health and safety of their
colonies. Taking colonies to community yards carries the inherent risk of disease transmission for which beekeepers are
responsible. It is not the ministry’s mandate to expend public
resources on mitigating risks associated with management decisions. In case beekeepers' groups wish to receive these preventative inspections in the future, it is proposed they hire an
inspector on contract."
Brenda thanks us for our ongoing support of her education
efforts and stresses that “it is important that the Ministry find
ways to reduce spending for the greater good of the province.”
We in turn sincerely thank her for her dedication and commitment to the beekeeping community. We are better beekeepers
thanks to her shared knowledge and invaluable assistance.
There is considerable interest in collecting information on
how North Island beekeepers prepare to winter their bees.
There are numerous methods being used with a variety of colony sizes, disease control methods, wrapping or not wrapping
the hives, feeding sugar and pollen. Most published references
do not apply to the Island rainforest conditions with our considerable amount of moisture and moderate temperatures. We
would like to survey our North Island members and share the
successes of the best wintering techniques.
North Okanagan
~ Dan Mawson
One of the values held by the BCHPA
is the importance of ongoing education.
This is demonstrated at our club’s monthly meetings with regular learning opportunities. This quarter we had sessions on
the health benefits of honey, bee-friendly
plants, spring hive management and
American Foulbrood. I attended my first
full education day at the Semi-Annual meeting in Kamloops
this spring. I enjoyed meeting people with the same passion for
bees that I have and learning from the beekeeping veterans. I
left that day with a notebook full of new information, tricks-ofthe-trade and inspired ideas. I have spent the last few months
applying this newly gained knowledge.
With that experience in mind, I want to promote the upcoming Annual AGM, Conference and Trade Show being held in
Kelowna, October 25 – 27th, 2013. Early-bird registration is
available until August 31 and as a bonus, if you register before then, you will be entered in our Early-Bird Draw for a
two-night stay at Raven’s View Farm and Retreat. This Guest
House is located in Peachland in our glorious Okanagan Valley,
renowned for its vineyards, orchards and lake vistas. Thanks to
Mark and Alison Moore for this generous donation.

Our conference team, along with the BCHPA Executive
has secured an excellent lineup of speakers for the conference.
We have challenged them to speak on topics that will make us
more productive, more profitable and more connected to our
bees and our environment. As just one example, Larry Connor is traveling from Michigan to share his vast knowledge
and research. He is the author of five books on beekeeping.
One of his talks will be Five Hundred Dollars per Hive per
Year. That has to pique your interest. Larry will be joined by
8 other speakers presenting 11 sessions during a packed day of
education.
We are grateful for the sponsorships, advertising and donations that are flowing in. This year’s silent and live auction
will be one of the best ever. Industry has also responded and
the Trade Show is almost sold out. We encourage you to bring
along your spouse or partner as we are putting together some
conference extras they won’t want to miss. Along with spectacular fall sightseeing, waterfront walks and the interior’s best
shopping experience, we have arranged a tour of 5 local wineries and a cultural tour featuring the Wine Museum, Orchard
Museum, Heritage Museum and Art Gallery.
Whether you are a backyarder or a full-time commercial
beekeeper, we all live busy lives and we need time to relax
and refuel for the next season. I can’t think of a better way to
regenerate than to join like-minded friends, learn from experts
in a fun-filled atmosphere. Mark you calendar, it’s less than 4
months away. Visit www.HiveandThrive.com for more information.
Sunshine Coast
~ Allan Cobbin
At our June Club meeting, Rob Haines,
our resident queen breeder, principal
nuc producer and long-time member,
provided an excellent powerpoint presentation on preparing queen cells. He
later demonstrated just how this was
done by taking eggs from one of our
colonies at the Botanical Society’s apiary site. A surprise cake was presented to Rob in recognizing
his 50th Birthday. The cake was in the form of an old style bee
skep and was made by one of our extremely talented newer
members! Just a token of our appreciation to Rob for his many
hours of assisting and teaching fellow hobbyists.
Our next meeting is scheduled for August 4th at the cohousing location in Robert’s Creek. This will be our annual
field day and two of our members will have hives for display
and “inspection”! Brenda Jager has agreed to attend as our
guest speaker. Her topics will include fall and winter management as well as treatments for the Varroa mite. The event will
begin at 2:00 PM and a potluck dinner is planned.
As of this week our colonies at the Sunshine Coast’s Botanical Society site have increased from 3 to 4. These hives
are regularly monitored by Rob Haines who is ably assisted by
Harry and Betty Meier and several other club members. This
week an oddity occurred when it was noted that although a fertile new queen was located in one hive, it was soon evident that
there were many fewer bees present than the on the previous
inspection. A swarm had occurred and it didn’t take too long to
locate it on the branch of a tree about 25 feet away. The swarm
was easily gathered and a quick exam revealed a virgin queen.

This was of particular interest to me as to my knowledge, a
swarm is almost always led by an older fertile queen. It seems
that bees don’t always read the rules of beekeeping!
Warmer weather in May has resulted in a noted increase in
honey being brought in, blackberry blossoms are now in full
bloom and most of our hives are “supered up” and ready for
positive results. However, we all know that “you get what you
get”, and as some wise man once said: “When you aim for perfection you discover that it’s a moving target.” (!!)
Best wishes from the Sunshine Coast…………Allan
Metro Vancouver
~ Jeff Lee
What started out as a promising spring
bloom appears to be taking a left turn,
leaving Metro Vancouver beekeepers
with a challenge if they want their bees
to be ready for winter. This spring's
glorious warm weather proved a boon
for Lower Mainlanders, allowing for
lots of divides and the opportunity for
strong hives.
Blueberries came into bloom two weeks early, keeping pollination beekeepers busy trying to meet demand. As you've
probably read elsewhere, there was a reported shortage of
thousands of hives available for blueberries, driving pollination prices high - as much as $140 a box in some areas - and allowing beekeepers to be choosy about where they placed their
hives. With four weeks of strong sunny weather the honey crop
was decent, followed by a week of rain and then a finishing
week of moderately sunny skies.
But from that point onwards, it's been a difficult road for
bees and beekeepers. The wet weather, combined with the early bloom of blackberries, has resulted in a lower-than-expected
honey crop. Two large commercial beekeepers, John Gibeau in
Surrey and Peter Awram in Chilliwack, had similar reports: abnormally low yields so far of blackberry honey. Gibeau noted
that even the normally dependable raspberries tanked; where
he ordinarily would expect 60 pounds he got 10. "The best
hope for beekeepers right now to get honey is pumpkin, squash
and zucchini in July," Gibeau said. At this time of writing in
late June, cranberry pollination is in full swing and will last for
another couple of weeks.
At the hobbyist and urban beekeeper level, things are perhaps a bit brighter. Multiple floral sources resulted in city beekeepers taking small harvests prior to the turn in weather. At
our home our best hives have each produced 50 pounds, but
in most of our others - which we are managing for summer
divides - there's no prospect of a harvest.
Jaquie Bunse, the Vancouver-area bee inspector, reports
a noticeable increase in some hive diseases as a result of the
changing weather: more chalkbrood and European Foulbrood.
That's because bees are not able to get out, and the level of
stress in hives has increased. Bunse also warns that the mild
and wet weather is likely to produce an abundance of later
swarms as colonies get jammed with brood. "I've got lots of
people telling me they have swarm cells all over the place and
they want to know what to do," she said. "The answer is to
carefully watch and manage them and be prepared to divide."
The early arrival and then wash-out of large parts of the
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blackberry crop means beekeepers are going to need to monitor the collection of stores in the late summer and early fall to
make sure their bees hae enough for winter. Some experienced
beekeepers who supply the local queen market report having
difficulty in producing enough to satisfy local demand. Prices
for locally-bred queens are running between $25-35. Small
amounts of import queens from California and Hawaii continued to be available up to July, at higher prices.
On the club side, the Richmond Beekeepers Association
held its annual field day in mid-June at Alex Kurnicki's home
in Vancouver. A study of an urban hobbyist apiary, Kurnicki's
property is chock full of bee-friendly forage. Ric Erikson of
North Vancouver set up and demonstrated a number of his
home-made native pollinator hives, and gave a lesson in useful
forage to plant. He's the brains behind beefriendly.ca, a North
Vancouver bee conservation program. The Richmond Beekeepers also organized a number of summer education workshops on queen rearing, how to create nucs and first lessons
in grafting. Lastly, the club continues to experience a strong
growth in new membership, mostly from new beekeepers looking for help and support in their new hobby.
As always, I encourage readers and members to contact me
at jeff@honeybeezen.com with their comments and observations.
Peace River
~ Kerry Clark
A main recent event in the Peace region
was the Beaverlodge (the 60th annual!!)
Field Day, which is held each year on
the 3rd Friday of June. One of the special guest speakers this year was Ryan
Schwarz from USDA Beltsville, who
demonstrated and spoke about the diversity of microbes in the gut of honey
bees - many of which (like those in human guts) are beneficial
and may reduce the invasion of pathogens.
Steve Pernal reviewed the bee research being continued at
Beaverlodge, including progress toward selecting bee stock
resistant to Varroa, and the quite exciting opening of the new
National Bee Diagnostic Centre. This new building, small but
packed with high tech equipment, is designed to use genetic
methods to precisely diagnose bee diseases or pests, including
species of Nosema and 7 varieties of viruses.
I enjoyed the opportunity to add another chapter to an ongoing story of my CESO assignments assisting the bee industry
in the Philippines. I showed the low-input / low maintenance
(but also low yield) stingless bee methods that I learned about
earlier this year, and gave folks an opportunity to taste the remarkable tangy honey harvested from them.
The cool spring (frost extending to the end of April) in the
Peace, giving bees a full 6 months confinement, resulted in hive
losses of about 30% and in some cases over half: a tough spot
to recover from, especially at the high prices for replacement
bees. June has had a lot of rain: crops are lush and the ground
is well stocked with water, similar to last year about this time.
Surviving colonies have done well on the regular progression
of willow – dandelion – rose and wild flowers, and sweet clover and other forage legumes are just starting to bloom. The potential for a good honey year is still here. Let’s hope for healthy
bees and a good honey flow.
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The new “Growing Forward 2” agriculture program funding
agreement between BC and Canada has been finalized, renewing the opportunity to have a “Taking Stock” professional farm
financial analysis done on your operation, a $2000 value at a
cost to you of only $100. Now, however, farms have realized
the program’s value, and if you want to take advantage of the
program, you’d better act right away: over half the funding has
already been allocated for the year, and applications are coming in at a good rate. Those who have accessed it have said
it is a very good value and has helped them in their business
development.
West Kootenays
~ Dave Johnson
We held our annual June field day at our
place in Harrop this past weekend, Sunday the 23rd of June and would you believe it, the weather cooperated. The sun
shone and people were seeking shade.
We had planned to have Liz Huxter give
a demonstration on making up nucs to
overwinter. However, Liz unfortunately
had to deal with a family emergency. We are hoping to do this
later in the summer, this time at Liz’s place in Grand Forks. A
notice will go out for those interested in attending. Date and
time to be announced.
We have had the usual wet June and are hopeful it will be
drying out soon. We face the difficulty in maintaining hives
which are very strong and need space for the hatching bees.
As Lew Truscott once noted at a field day when we opened up
a very strong hive and the bees boiled out: “These bees need
standing room." We can give them a honey super for space but
what if they need food and you can’t feed with a honey super
on? In some cases if the weather indicates, you can tough it
out and they will be okay until the sun shines again. I guess it
would be a good time to feed back some surplus honey (YOUR
OWN HONEY). My honey supers are stored “wet” so they get
a bit back from that as well.
If space for the queen is required because they are too full
of brood, they can be given, temporarily, a honey super for
the queen to lay in. In a week or two, the queen can be moved
back down into the brood area where brood has been hatching and there will now be more space for egg laying. A queen
excluder is placed under the honey super where there is now
brood which will hatch and be filled with honey as the season
progresses. John Gates described the above method to me some
years ago as a swarm control management procedure which I
have used with quite a bit of success ever since.
South Vancouver Island
~ Barry Denluck
The long cool spring here complemented with supplemental feeding has
produced many strong hives. Swarms
reported through the CRBA Swarm Hotline are well ahead of last year. Many
more beekeepers are capturing their
own swarms resulting in many more
hives for local beekeepers.
Summer has finally arrived. The heat is on as of June 30.

Club Contacts
BCHPA DIVISIONS
ALBERNI VALLEY HONEY PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
6219 Lamarque Road, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson davemikkelson@hotmail.com 250-723-6089
BC BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION
3301 Port Washington Road, Pender Island, BC
Barry Denluck
President@BCBeeBreeders.ca 250-900-5159
CENTRAL CARIBOO BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 53, 4583 Ridge Road, Big Lake Ranch, BC V0L 1G0
Sherry Benisch/Ann Carter
anncarter@shaw.ca 250-338-5233
COMOX VALLEY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
5411 Wildwood Road, Courtenay, BC V9J 1P5
Jennifer Dilfer jenn.dilfer@hotmail.com 250-703-2669
EAST KOOTENAY DIVISION BCHPA
4300 Wilks Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 6S9
Lance Cuthill lcuthill@gmail.com 250-426-6049
KAMLOOPS DIVISION BCHPA
Box 595, Savona, BC V0K 2J0
Ingrid Heeley
iheeley@gmail.com

SMITHERS BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 3504, 2175 Main St., Smithers BC V0J 2N0
Phil Brienesse smithersbeekeepers@gmail.com 250-847-1599
SOUTH FRASER VALLEY DIVISION BCHPA
12894 - 109 Avenue, Surrey, BC, V3T 2M9
Derek Lawrence dlaw52@outlook.com 604-582-7545
SOUTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
RR#2, Oliver, BC V0H 1T0
Ray Levesque cindylevesque@persona.ca 250-498-4025
SQUAMISH DIVISION BCHPA
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish BC V0N 3G0
Phil Ellis
ph-ellis@shaw.ca
604-898-5337
SUNSHINE COAST DIVISION BCHPA
2137 Lower Road, Roberts Creek, BC V0N 2W4
Allan Cobbin alcobbin@dccnet.com
604-886-7006
TERRACE DIVISION BCHPA
5112 Mills Ave. Terrace BC V8G 1C5
Cynthia Ridler
akasamr@hotmail.com 250-635-9020
WEST KOOTENAY DIVISION BCHPA
3302 Village Road, South Slocan, BC V0G 2G0
Peter Wood annpeterwood@gmail.com
250-359-7107

250-373-2625

MAPLE RIDGE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
#501-1680 West 4th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6J 0B7
Raena Dumas info@northfraserbeeclub.com 604-786-5245
NANAIMO DIVISION BCHPA
925 St. David Street, Nanaimo, BC V9S 2H8
Kathleen Silvey www.nanaimobeekeepers.com 250-716-0695
NORTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
331 Valley Road, Kelowna, BC V1V 2E5
R.W. Bob Chisholm bobnkaye@shaw.ca 250-762-2203
PEACE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
BCMAL Office 4th Floor, 1201-103 Ave
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4J2
Kerry Clark 250-784-2559
POWELL RIVER BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
RR3, C26, Nassichuk Road, Powell River, BC V8A 5C1
Alan Cole 604-487-4181
PRINCE GEORGE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 725, Prince George, BC V2L 4T3
Walter Steidle beehappy2@lincsat.com 250-960-0360
QUESNEL BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Lorne Smith gssds@shaw.ca 250-747-2294
SHUSWAP BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
1040 8th Ave., NE, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4A4
Paul Clark fgpaulclark@gmail.com
250-833-8815

BCHPA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
CAPITAL REGION BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 43033, Victoria, BC V8X 3G2
250-744-4019
Nairn Hollott president@capitalregionbeekeepers.ca

OTHER BEE- RELATED ORGANIZATIONS
COWICHAN BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 274, Cobblehill, BC V0R 1L0
Mike Pauls micpau@telus.net
RICHMOND BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Suite #9, 11131-No. 1 Road, Richmond, BC V7E 1S6
Brian Campbell 604-277-9485
blessedbeefarm.1@gmail.com
STUART NECHAKO BEE CLUB
Box 595, Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0
Jon Aebischer sweet02@telus.net 250-567-5037
SURREY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
18060 29A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S 9V2
Horst Leidel ha.leidel@3web.com 604-541-0374
TEXADA ISLAND BEE CLUB
Box 162, Van Anda, Texada Island, BC V0N 3K0
Rhonda Johnston 604-486-0226
VANCOUVER BEEKEEPERS OF BC ASSOCIATION
#407-350 E 2nd Ave, Vancouver, BC V5T 4R8
Bryce Ahlstrom bryceahlstrom@yahoo.ca 604-708-0313
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VOLUME 29, #3 FALL 2013

43

44

VOLUME 29, #3 FALL 2013

Bees are hatching at an amazing rate. Our blackberry flow is in
full force extending through July. I expect strong honey reports
this fall. The inner city still outperforms the country for honey
collected per hive.
Local beekeepers continue to express a strong concern over
the possibility of the small hive beetle arriving to southern BC.
Fortunately there is no reported occurrence of an established
site on our neighbours’ soil to the south, Washington State.
Greater Victoria continues to be a strong market for good
honey. Provided the honey is local, packaged in glass and labelled well then $12 to $15 for ½ kg is common at markets and
roadside stands. Anyone with questions is welcome to contact
me by email using: Barry@dencor.ca.
Prince George
~ John Phillips
The bees have been enjoying our great
spring weather. Lately we have had a
lot of sunshine with some heavy rainfalls. This has allowed for an incredibly
smooth transition from the first nectar
of the dandelions to the full nectar flow
of all the other flowers.
Our May meeting was standing room
only with more than 30 people gathering. Then in June we had
a field day at the farm of one of the beekeepers. The club plans
to use the education seminars offered by the Provincial Honey
Producers’ Association. Best wishes for an abundant honey
crop.
East Kootenays
~ Mike Malmberg
Spring arrived with a surprise here
in the East Kootenays. After a somewhat mild winter, we thought a later
than usual spring was on its way. Suddenly, for 3 days, temperatures went up
into the low 30s. Then, with no warning, Mother Nature dumped 80 mm of
snow on top of dandelions that were
in bloom. Since the snow dump, we have seen very few days
without rain.
All in all, this weird weather has presented some stresses to
our honey bees. First, the snow and cooler temperatures kept
the bees from foraging for their much needed spring food. We
found bees that were starving and needed our intervention with
sugar syrup. Now, with the bees having been confined, swarm
cells can be found in many of the colonies.
On a happier note, Lance Cuthill, our retired bee inspector, again offered an Introductory Beekeeping Course here in
Cranbrook. Twelve new beekeepers completed the course. The
majority have now bought bees and equipment and are enthusiastically working their bees. Lance also travelled to Terrace
where he taught the BCHPA pilot course to a group of very
enthusiastic and appreciative students. Lance said ‘Thanks’ are
due to Rudi Peters who did a great deal of organizing to make
the course happen.
Our annual field day was again held at the Cuthill residence.
Activity stations for the beginners were a huge success. Many
thanks are due to the experienced beekeepers that operated

each of the stations; in particular, Lew Truscott did a fantastic
job in showing the beginners the basics of doing a hive inspection. The opportunity to meet, learn, share and ask questions of
the old timers was appreciated by all.
On a disappointing note, our new bee inspector is under extreme travel restrictions. This hampers beekeepers' ability to
interact with him and it becomes far more difficult for him to
keep abreast of bee issues throughout this extensive region.
Axel Krause is a great communicator and is enthusiastic about
bees. We are fortunate to have him in our region and hope we
can keep his interest and optimism at full throttle despite the
restrictions.
Fraser Valley
~ Courtney White
Hello Everyone! Here in the Fraser
Valley blueberry pollination wrapped
up in late May with many fields going
without bees. Serious pollinators then
moved into raspberries and cranberries.
The blackberry flow started mid-June in
Vancouver and slowly worked its way
up the valley. For hobbyists this is the
largest nectar source during the summer. Each year there seems
to be more and more blackberries and this year is no exception.
July kicked off with a small heat wave giving the bees a boost.
I hope everybody’s bees are extra busy this time of year.
Happy Beekeeping!
Terrace
~ Rudi Peters
This has been a very busy and exciting
quarter. It started off with the arrival of a
large stack of tubes containing bees for
19 local beekeepers as we had pooled
our order to share the cost of shipping.
It did not seem to matter if the person
was only picking up one tube or several dozen tubes; the excitement level
was the same. We had a little demonstration of how to hive the
tubed bees, for those who had not had bees before. We need
to give the BCHPA a big thank you, as well as Lance Cuthill
for coming up to our area in April to run a basic beekeeping
course. We had 13 people sign up for the course, and all had
the pleasure of learning the art of basic beekeeping at the feet
of a master, Lance Cuthill. The course consisted of two days in
class room and the third day was a field day. The field day was
held at one of the local apiary yards where several hives were
in different states of “rightness”. In order to give the students
something to look at some of the hives were allowed to “do
their thing”. One of the hives was a very strong and healthy
hive, it was used as a point of comparison. One of the hives
had come out of the winter in a weakened state and the question was, why. A Varroa mite test was done to determine the
infestation level and to give the students a chance to see what
they look like. Another hive had a laying worker, which they
found very interesting, but the owner of the hive, not so much.
The last hive was still fairly strong but the queen was starting
to falter and it gave them a chance to see what the brood pattern of a faltering queen looks like. Overall the attendees of the
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course were very happy, and satisfied with the course.
In the beginning of June we were graced with the presence
of Paul van Westendorp, Provincial Apiarist, who came up here
to do an inspection and cleaning tour. We had some issues with
a disease outbreak and Mr. van Westendorp was kind enough to
come and give us a hand with cleaning it up. I am not sure for
who it was more stressful, Mr. van Westendorp or the beekeepers being inspected. There were no hotel rooms or rental cars
available for Mr. van Westendorp. He had the pleasure of sleeping in a teenaged girl’s room and driving a family car while he
was up here doing his inspection tour. I hope he has gotten
over the trauma of having to sleep with all the boy and sports
posters staring down at him. While he was up here he ran a
workshop for the local beekeepers on how to identify various
brood diseases and then he turned it into a general Q&A giving the new beekeepers a chance to ask any question they had.
We had 14 in attendance and all were very grateful for Mr. van
Westendorp coming up and the assistance and information that
he imparted.
Those of us who are going to be producing fireweed honey
this year are in the process of selecting the hives that will be
moved into the mountains at the end of June. So far this year
the growing weather has been absolutely perfect and the fireweed at the beginning of June was three feet tall and thick.
What we are now hoping for is a good, warm and sunny July
and August.
Cariboo
(Diane Dunaway for James Richards)
We’ve had an exceptionally cool, wet
spring and early summer in the Cariboo.
While not great for haying, it’s made for
ideal growing conditions. As soon as the
first heat wave arrived the roadside Sweet
Clover and Alfalfa bloomed in technicolour! By all accounts, with the exception
of a few swarming setbacks, it’s shaping up to be a good honey
crop.
There were two field days in our area this spring, both well
attended. Gus and Edith Friedenberger hosted an introductory
session at their Kersley apiary near Quesnel. Otto and Olga
Slavik opened their Chimney Valley home to Bee Inspector
Bill Stagg. He demonstrated how to install a nuc and fielded
questions from many newcomers. Joe Lomond
of Ashcroft continues to make himself available to 100 Mile House beekeepers that appreciate his mentoring advice.
Williams Lake celebrated the Day of the
Honey Bee in conjunction with Seedy Saturday in early May. Lora Fairbrother and Stefanie Krumsiek put together a fabulous display
booth which was a popular stop for children
and adults alike.
Our Central Cariboo Beekeepers’ Association has been very active this spring advocating
for urban beekeeping. The City of Williams Lake is considering changing its bylaws to permit the keeping of bees within
city boundaries. To date there have been two public information meetings; these were cordial and offered an excellent opportunity for club members to speak to concerns and offer reassurances. Alf Cassidy has kept six to eight hives at his city
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property for the past 40 years without incident. Rather than
“grandfather” him in, we’ve proposed that he be “great grandfathered”! It’s expected that there will be a public hearing in
mid-August.
The Cariboo Regional District (CRD) has also been reviewing beekeeping legislation. Roger and Denise Meeks of 100
Mile House have spent the last year actively pursuing permission that would allow them to have hives on their small CRD
lot. This is a work in progress, and seems to be potentially precedent setting. No other regional districts within the province
(or country so far as we know) have involved themselves in
regulating beekeeping. Established beekeepers in our region
are hoping that existing provincial legislation prevails. The first
CRD draft may well be in contravention of provisions under the
FPPA (Farm Practices Protection Act) when the affected lands
are classified as ‘agricultural’. Many of us feel that restrictions
of this kind should only be considered in urban settings where
the properties are classified as “residential”. Perhaps the City
of Williams Lake’s pragmatic approach to bylaws based on
“complaint driven” enforcement has something to offer here?
Our next educational Field Day is set for the third week of
September at Dunaway Ranch in Soda Creek. Heather Clay has
been invited to speak to Cariboo beekeepers about organic beekeeping. The welcome mat is out! Check out our club’s Facebook page for details closer to the date.
South Okanagan
~ Blair Tarves
Okanagan pollination seems like it happened a long time ago, now that the rains
of spring and early June have passed,
and we're enjoying a hot July (maybe).
Still we were in the thick of it when the
last BeesCene came out. The weather in
the Similkameen for apricots was great,
which is rare. It looked like an early season start for farmers
and beekeepers. Then cherries bloomed and it got cold and wet.
Some hives stayed in cherry blocks for 16 days, instead of the
rare single perfect day or two. There was a lot of concern about
a poor cherry crop, but the growers who had enough bees ended up with lots of big cherries. Pollination for pears and apples
was good. In 2013 cherries started in the Similkameen April 8
and apples finished in the South Okanagan May 11. 2012 dates
were April 20 and May 17. During cherries we had
a moderate pesticide kill at a holding yard in Naramata. Possibly the bees flew through some diazanon sprayed for leaf-rollers in an apricot orchard.
Even though there were few hives in the yard at
the time, it's very unnerving and sad to see cupfuls
of dead and crawling bees. We should look closely at the Tree Fruit Production Guide again. It's
definitely more bee-friendly than it used to be, but
accidents like the above still happen, and there's
a cavalier attitude to applying fungicides, which
can't be good ingredients for bee bread.
Regarding easing restrictions on importing bees from the
U.S., I haven't spoken to a single beekeeper in this district who
supports this action.
June was unbelievably wet in the Southern Interior. There
was widespread uncontrollable swarming, just enough decent
mating days, and the promise of a nice honey crop. ❀

Classifieds.....
BARRELS & TOTES FOR SALE 45 Gallon stainless
steel barrels, food grade, closed top, with two bungs, $100.
45 Gallon plastic barrels, food grade, open top, with lid &
fastener, $45. 250 Gallon (1000 litres) food grade tote, with
steel cage, plastic bottom, $140. Call Jim Curry at (250)5629463 (daytime), (250)967-4580 (evenings). Prince George,
B.C.
Turnkey beekeeping business, Grand Forks. 3 bedroom
house, large certified honey house, 2.6 acres, 500 hive
equipment, trucks, school bus route, Flower Power Apiaries. call 250-442-2933 or mdmclennan@gmail.com

BEAUTIFUL SUMMER B.C. QUEENS, Similkameen Apiaries, 250-499-2555, blairtarves@gmail.com
4 EXPERIENCED BEEKEEPERS wanted for January
15 - November 15, 2014, and 1 honey bee farm supervisor on a permanent full-time basis starting January 1st
2014. Preference will be given to candidates with queen
rearing experience. Hourly pay rate $13 - $20, depending on experience. Send resumes to manager, Honeyland
Canada Inc. email: manager@HoneylandCanada.com

FOR SALE – 4 frame extractor, hand crank, stainless steel,
$250.00. Contact Bill Browne at browne44@telus.net.
FORAGE FOR BEES near Goldstream on Vancouver Island; place hives on 35 acres of mountainside with flowers,
trees, bushes. Contact Steve Carey at 250-580-7310.
FOR SALE: Six hives and enough equipment for several
more. Total 50 dadants with frames, 2 shallows with frames
plus about 10 nuc boxes. $2200 for everything. Available
September at end of season. Giving up beekeeping after 25
years. Never had AFB. Call Lorraine 250 592-1306, Victoria.
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Introducing the

2 dose pack!
-!!7(12$$)$$.$010$ 27-30'(4$15(2'2'$
NEW #-1$. ")-%(2$5 73(")20(.1®
Treat with MAQS® No Matter The Size
of YOUR Beekeeping Operation.
Dose Sizes Available: 2, 10 & 25
93(") # 720$ 2+$,2
91$5(2''-,$713.$01-,
9-$620 '(4$$/3(.+$,20$/3(0$#
90-4$,'(&'$%%(" "7
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To learn more visit www.nodglobal.com
Want to distribute the 2 pack? give us a call 866.483.2929
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we love bees!

