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What’s abuzz…letter from the editor
“There is no happiness in having or in getting,
but only in giving.” - Henry Drummond (1851-1897)
It’s been very unsettling trying to concentrate on day-to-day
life since the catastrophic earthquake in Haiti a few weeks ago.
What that country and its people have endured is unimaginable
on so many levels. The unprecedented outpouring of international aid and long-term development commitments may be
our only balm.
“Human beings are in some ways like bees,” says Professor
Jonathan Haidt a psychology professor at the University of
Virginia. “We evolved to live in intensely social groups, and
we don’t do as well when freed from hives.”
Haidt notes that one thing that can make a lasting difference
to your contentment is to work with others on a cause larger
than yourself. Brain scans by neuroscientists confirm that
altruism carries its own rewards. A team of scientists found
that when a research subject was encouraged to think of giving
money to a charity, parts of the brain lit up that are normally
associated with selfish pleasures like eating or sex. (I’m not
making this up!)
Our first BeesCene of the year is full of examples and
opportunities for giving. One of the foundations of our beekeeping culture is mentoring, which involves the giving of
life’s most precious commodity – time.
The new BCHPA Executive has pulled together five educational workshop opportunities in very short order. These
are spread throughout the province and are meant to benefit
everyone. Additionally, Second VP Allen Garr has successfully
advocated to have May 29 proclaimed as, “Day of the Honey
Bee” in British Columbia. Thanks to everyone for your hard
work.
BeesCene’s Regional Reports provide a wealth of information — in addition to local happenings, you can always count
on a few great beekeeping pointers along with splashes of

humour. We have two new contributors onboard: welcome Don
and Gerry. It’s great to see that you
both can hold your own!
Former BC Apiculture Specialist
John Gates takes us on his journey to
Guyana where he attended the Fifth
Caribbean Beekeeping Conference
just over a year ago. This meeting
was organized in part by Bees for
Development. Their aim is to assist
people living in poor and remote
areas of the world, and to raise awareness about the value of
beekeeping for poverty alleviation. In November, John will
be instructing a queen rearing course in Grenada at the Sixth
Caribbean Beekeeping Conference. He invites BCHPA members to also adventure out of their comfort and time zones.
Do-it-yourselfers are going to love Kootenay Bee Inspector
Lance Cuthill’s latest offering. Typical of Lance, he’s thoughtfully initiated our new hands-on ‘Builders’ Corner’ feature. If
this wasn’t enough, we’re working with Lance and his BCHPA
education group to bring you more of an interactive beginners
section in future issues.
Really, there wouldn’t be a BeesCene without the group
effort that we’ve come to rely upon. Special thanks to everyone
who’s ever sent in a photo, an article, ideas or advertising our
way. We couldn’t do it without you.
Best wishes to you and yours for a happy and healthy beekeeping season.
- Diane
“Give what you have to somebody, it may be better than
you think.”
- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882)
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Maximize Spring Build-up
and Colony Health

ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN BEESCENE ARE THE
OPINIONS OF THE AUTHORS AND SHOULD NOT BE
CONSTRUED TO BE THOSE OF THE BCHPA.

Feed ready-made patties from

GLOBAL PATTIES

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate
for good build-up and large honey crops.
Feed patties to ensure colony health,
fast build-up and maximum production.

Learn more at www.globalpatties.com
and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free
or email mike@globalpatties.com
Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease

Our cover story: Our new BCHPA Metro Vancouver
Regional Rep Don Cameron sent in our cover picture taken
by his wife Gail on January 16th. Don and Gail say that, “It
was an unusually warm, sunny day here in Delta and the first
day that the bees could work the Hazelnut trees beside the
barn. It was pleasant to think that spring might not be too
far off and easy to feel that this was a favourable omen for
beekeeping in 2010.” Don and Gail have been keeping bees
for about 10 years. Like many, they started with a couple of
hives and somehow it just grew to the current level of 50.
“We keep saying no more! We sell our honey from the house
under the Westham Island Apiary label and have enjoyed
meeting the hundreds of people over the years who have
become loyal customers.”
Thanks very much Don and Gail for capturing this wonderful
spring rite and sharing it with us.
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BCHPA CENTRAL EXECUTIVE AND
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Stan Reist
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email: BCHPA.treasurer@gmail.com

Prince GeorGe

Wally Steidle

Box 725, Prince George BC V2L 4T3
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email: beejohnson@shaw.ca

east Kootenays

Brian Stevenson
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tel 250.489.3677
email: brian.stevenson@tembec.com

Fraser Valley

Don Cameron

4440 Tamboline Road, RR 1 Delta BC V4K3N2
tel 604.946.4237
email: westham@skyweb.ca

Peace riVer

Kerry Clark

BCMAL Office 4th Floor, 1201-103rd Ave.
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4J2
tel 250.784.2559 email: kerry.clark@gov.bc.ca
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email: bobnkaye@shaw.ca

Blair Tarves

208 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, BC V0X 1C2
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Brian Scullion

226 Ontario St, Victoria, BC V8V 1N2
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PO Box 1491, Lake Cowichan, BC V0R 2G0
tel 250.749.6425
email: lindahls@shaw.ca

sunshine coast

Allan Cobbin

2737 Lower Road, Roberts Creek V0N 2W4
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email: alcobbin@dccnet.com

Metro VancouVer

Gerry McKee

5430 Portland Street, Burnaby BC V3J 2R4
tel 604.436.1614
eamil: mcbees@shaw.ca
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Yvette Favron

P.O Box 275, Terrace, B.C. V8G 4A6
tel 250.638.1533, fax 250.638.1151
email: yvettefavron@uniserve.com

boone, hodGson, WilKinson trust Fund
Dr. John Boone
3830 West 37th Avenue, Vancouver V6N 2W3
tel 604.266.9301 email: jboone@telus.net

librarian/ education

Ian Farber

3249 Schubert Rd, Kamloops V2B 6Y4
tel 250.579.8518 email: Ian_Farber@telus.net

canadian honey council

Ted Hancock

General Delivery, Dog Creek, BC V0L 1J0
tel 250.440.5689 email: bchpachc@gmail.com

BC bee breeders association
President
Grant Stringer
8183 Alec Rd
Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3
tel 250.652.9834 fax 250.665.6121
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca

From the President
Well here it is January again, the new executive has been
consuming a lot of time not just getting up to speed but to
just below Zoom on the Go Ahead scale. Thanks to Pauline,
the Prince George paper work is completed and the money is
almost in the bank. Wayne and Pauline, along with Allen, have
been meeting with Rick Van Kleek in preparing IAF moneys
for Integrated Pest Management (IPM) seminars to be held this
year. The seminars are spread out, with the first being held in
Kamloops on March 14 in conjunction with the Semi-Annual
Meeting. Please Note: the date of the Semi-Annual Meeting
has been postponed to March 13 because events being held in
Kamloops would have had us competing for rooms and good
rates.
The AGM gave us a mandate to produce a beekeeping
course that would be taught around the province. The course
would be standardized so that everyone is teaching the same
things and the students receive a good all-round education.
Lance Cuthill is arranging a group that will meet in Kamloops
on the March 12 for formal discussions concerning feasibility
of the course and a budget.
As you can see, March 13 and 14 are pretty well booked
up. If the majority of attendees stay at the Coast Hotel we will
get better rates, so if you plan on attending and haven’t booked
rooms yet call the Coast Hotel first. Once that room block is
full, Ian Farber has arranged special rates at three other hotels.
See page 23 for details.
In the newspaper there was a very short blurb about the
changes to the property assessment rules concerning farm
status and it looks like there are some good changes for once.
However, I guess time will tell.
Thank you to everyone who volunteered for the positions
of area reps. Final choices were made by the area clubs and we
welcome the new reps.
Allen Garr has been working on the proclamation of May
29 as the Day of the Honey Bee. We encourage local clubs to
plan something to promote the Day of the Honey Bee and draw
attention to the Honey Bee. You might be able to get your local
newspaper or TV station to do a story. You can contact Allen
Garr for guidance or to discuss your plans.
We have been talking with Rick Van Kleek about our
Strategic Plan. Although it is almost outdated, we are not in a
position to renew it right now. So we have asked that it remain
in effect for at least two more years. This will give us time to
think about the direction we want to go in and the new goals
we are going to set for the Association.
Our CHC Rep is off to Florida for the joint conference,
along with some other members of our Association. I think
they were looking for some place warm. I haven’t seen the
Florida forecast for this week but the Floridians might just be
blaming their cold weather on the visiting Canadians.
Well, it’s time to check hives and give supplemental feeding where necessary, the catkins are almost out on the nut
trees, and we have had a day or two where the bees can get out
of the hives to do whatever. However, it seems some are not
doing so good as the loss numbers are starting to rise. Samples

are being collected
to
send to our provincial
Apiculturist Paul van
Westendorp for testing, so maybe we will
find out some causes.
Personally, we are getting some early packages
out of New Zealand to
Stan Reist
try some experiments
BCHPA President
along with Grant
Stringer in Victoria.
We had though we might be over a bit as a pallet is 637 packages, but now with the losses we could easily use another pallet. However, none are available as they are all sold out. Maybe
there will be some cancellations?
Iím about ready to sign off, need to get out to the truck
that we are converting to hold nucs. My son and I have a lot of
work to do in the next month, preparing for the packages coming in, as well as our normal work, and building new equipment. I hope your beekeeping endeavours are going smoothly
and you enjoy a happy new year, and that we will see you at the
Semi and IPM in Kamloops on March 13 and14. ❀
~ Stan

Proudly Owned by
Canadian Beekeepers

Carrying a full line of beekeeping
equipment from several manufacturers:
• Dadant & Sons Ltd. • Cook & Beals
• Mann Lake Supplies • Dakota Gunness
• Walter T. Kelley • Medivet • Maxant
• Perma-Dent Foundation • Pierco Canada
• Cowen Manufacturing Co. Inc.
• Plus many more!

Whatever your requirements we would
be glad to help. Quality products for
the beekeeping industry, including:
• Beekeeping Tools • Woodenware
• Package Bees and Queens • Novelties
• Queen Rearing Supplies • Foundation
• Honey Containers • Beekeepers Apparel
• Extracting Equipment • Medication &
Chemicals.
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Beelines
News from the Ministry of Agriculture
PAUL VAN WESTENDORP, Manager, BCMAL Apiculture Program
Beekeeping Production Statistics 2009
Honey production of the 2009 beekeeping season was
below-average for most BC beekeepers. The average honey
yield was estimated at 63 pounds per colony compared to the
long-term average of 71 pounds (Table 1). There was considerable variation in honey yields among different beekeeping
regions but all were affected by the prolonged drought conditions. Beekeepers across the province had reported that their
colonies were in good condition through much of the season
and with sufficient stores entering the winter. It is hoped that
colonies will get though the winter well and that the high
winter mortalities of 2007 and 2008 will be something of the
past.
Table 1 shows the estimated annual value of the BC honey
crop from 2000 to 2009. Each annual crop value reflects the
sum of wholesale and retail sales. Despite an increase in general operating expenses during this 10 year period, the annual
value of the BC honey crop has remained static. It means
that the profitability of beekeeping for honey production has
not appreciated significantly since 2000. Wholesale prices
are determined by international trade which responds to crop
yields in different countries around the globe. Beekeepers
have little control over wholesale prices but at the retail level,
beekeepers can control price. It means that beekeepers continue to charge too little for honey in relation to the increase
of production costs. This is not new since North American
beekeepers have charged too little for their honey for decades.
This is partly due to the fact that North Americans have generally viewed honey as nothing more than a fancy sweetener and
an expensive sugar substitute. In Europe and other parts of the
world, consumers have traditionally paid far more for honey
as it has been regarded as a health food with special nutritional
and medicinal qualities. In fact, honey is so valuable in some
parts of Africa that it is often included in dowry payments!
So how does a beekeeper determine the right price of honey?
First of all, beekeepers should view honey as a precious food
and appreciate its floral origins and its extraordinary production process from nectar to honey. Secondly, beekeepers must
accept the fact that the process of production, extraction, handling and marketing is invariably more costly than production
systems used by large-scale honey operations and industrial
sugar manufacturers. Thirdly, beekeepers should look critically
and honestly at the true costs of production, including a fair
wage for their efforts. Determining the true cost of production
will cause many beekeepers to realize that they have been selling their honey at a loss. If honey is a perishable product with
a short shelf-life, the need to move product is understandable
but honey can be stored safely without loss of quality for a
long time and allows for optimizing the marketing of honey
through careful timing and promotion. High quality packag-
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ing and labelling may raise overall production costs, but they
also support higher retail prices. A number of BC beekeepers
have developed successful strategies to optimize their earnings
through diversifying their operations including value-added
marketing. A one-day workshop on marketing and promotion
could be organized and offered to the commercial sector.
Table 2 lists the beekeeping production statistics of 2009.
The results indicate that beekeepers managed to bring their
colony numbers back up after the high losses of 2008. As
mentioned earlier, the final honey crop was lower than anticipated because of the unusual dry conditions for much of the
summer. A larger proportion of the provincial crop (29%) was
sold to wholesale buyers as the honey price firmed up during
the year compared to only 5% of the crop in 2008. Queen and
bee production remains a small but important part of BC’s
beekeeping industry estimated at a value of about $500,000.
While honey production may not be as profitable as it should
be, BC beekeepers have become increasingly dependent on
income from crop pollination contracts. Some 11,000 colonies
were contracted for crop pollination in the province at a total
estimated value of $900,000. A comparable amount of income
is believed to have been earned by BC beekeepers in hybrid
canola pollination in southern Alberta each year.
It was surprising to learn that wax and pollen production
and sales were brisk in 2009. Each commodity recorded sales
around $400,000 which may reflect increased diversification
of the industry.
In 2009, two separate surveys were carried out to determine
winter colony mortality. The spring 2009 survey involved
commercial beekeepers with 50 colonies or more and resulted
in a participation rate of over 50% of producers contacted.
This comprehensive province-wide survey indicated that the
provincial average winter mortality rate was about 22%. The
second survey was held in the fall and was directed to the
general beekeeper populace. Most of the respondents included
smaller to medium-sized beekeeping operations who reported
an average winter mortality of 29%. The discrepancy between
the two figures may be the result of the difference between the
two respondent groups but could have also been affected by the
way information was submitted. The accuracy of the submitted information may also be questioned when beekeepers are
asked to re-visit the issue of winter colony mortality some 6-7
months after the event.
Column #32 of table 2 shows the percentage of the respondents that claimed Varroa to be the most important pathogen and
28% of the respondents claimed that the Varroa mite problem
was worse than in the previous year.
Column #34 lists the number of survey respondents of
each of the beekeeping regions. Traditionally, the highest participation rate involves Okanagan beekeepers while Vancouver

Island and Fraser Valley producers score
the lowest in relation to the size of their
industry. It remains puzzling why beekeepers are so reluctant to participate
in anonymous and free surveys that are
carried out for the benefit of their industry. Without a measure of its size and
performance, how could BC’s beekeeping industry be counted and recognized
as a bona fide agricultural enterprise?
How could its losses and successes be
taken seriously by other organizations
and governments when basic data about
the industry remains unclear or unavailable?
Spring 2010 Winter Colony
Mortality Survey
Ever since the Colony Collapse
Disorder phenomenon was reported in
the US in the fall of 2006, the Ministry
has carried out spring surveys to determine winter colony mortality. The spring
surveys of 2007 and 2008 revealed catastrophic colony losses for many beekeepers across the province. The 2009
survey results offered a glimmer of hope
with a winter mortality of only 22%. The
significant improvement over 2007 and
2008 tempted us to speculate that perhaps the worst was over and that winter
mortality was going to return to more
manageable levels of around 20%.
However, during the first week of
January, alarming reports came from
Vancouver Island reporting that extraordinary losses of up to 100% have
occurred during the fall and early winter.
These losses are large-scale and not
limited to a few incidental cases. More
information still needs to be collected
but with so many colonies having died
months ago, it will be difficult to obtain
adult bee samples for further analysis.
While it may still be premature, apiary
inspection staff in other parts of the
province has been asked for feedback
about colony condition in their respective areas. So far, the high losses are limited to Vancouver Island. If this proves
consistent during the next few months, it
would suggest that a common factor has
been introduced and spread through the
Vancouver Island honey bee population.
While we will be working closely with
Vancouver Island beekeepers, the issue
illustrates the importance of beekeepers
to participate in surveys. The Ministry
of Agriculture plans to carry out its next
spring survey on winter colony mortality
starting in March.
Importation of Queens and
Packages 2010

As we are getting closer to the start
of the 2010 beekeeping season, beekeepers are starting to inquire where
they can purchase queens and bees. To
import queens or packaged bees from
abroad, the importer must obtain an
import permit from the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency (CFIA). Such permit
costs about $300 and is valid regardless
of the number of bees/queens imported.
For most beekeepers, it is far easier and
cheaper to place an order with one of the
bee suppliers in BC or Alberta. The most
notable development in overseas bee
sources in 2009 was the discovery of the
Varroa mite on the big island of Hawaii
where most of the major queen breeders
are located. Other updates include:
• Australia. The small hive beetle
spread into the regions where queens and
packages originated for export to Canada
and the US during 2009. The CFIA
import permits for 2009 were issued
before the arrival of the SHB in the
producing regions. Updated information
is expected from CFIA on the current
situation which will enable producers to
finalize their 2010 orders.
• Chile. Beekeepers can purchase
queens and packages from Chile. CFIA
completed its risk assessment on the
import of packages and made permits
available. One permit was issued that
resulted in the import of 1,500 packages.
No feedback has been received on the
performance of these imported bees.

• Hawaii. Hawaii will continue to
export queens only. In 2009, Canadian
beekeepers imported approximately
85,000 queens from Hawaii. It has been
suggested that CFIA will harmonize the
import regulations from Hawaii with
the regulations involving New Zealand
and Chile as they share similar health
issues.
• New Zealand. New Zealand continues to be a supplier of queens and bee
packages. New Zealand can increase its
exports to Canada as long as orders are
placed early in the year for producers to
gear up production. Last minute orders
have proven to be a recurring problem.
While overseas queens and bees have
been an important resource for BC beekeepers, it is important to recognize
the drawbacks. Overseas stock is often
expensive because of the additional costs
of handling and shipping. The shipping process has often impacted the
bees/queens’ survival. A study by the
University of Guelph in the early 1990s
showed that as much as 60% of queens
imported from the southern hemisphere
were superseded within 3 months after
introduction. This is not surprising when
their colonies, and the stock produced
from them are physiologically getting ready to enter the fall and winter
season, while our colonies are facing
spring. Because of timing and logistics,
it is inevitably more difficult to obtain
replacement stock when queens or bees

Table #1
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die after importation and hiving. Importing bees from far-away
places also means placing a great deal of trust and confidence
in the breeder and the quality of the bee stock. There is no
question that overseas suppliers produce excellent stock but
their breeding selection is based on the best performers in their
respective climates and environments. For example, stock that
performs superbly under Australian conditions may just be
average or poor under BC conditions.
BC beekeepers should consider the advantages offered with
locally produced bees:
• BC breeders maintain selection and breeding programs
based on the performance of colonies under BC conditions.
Hence, the very best stock of honey bees for BC is found right
here in BC!
• BC breeders are members of the same beekeeping community as their clients. It is within their interest to meet their
clients’ needs. When problems occur, stock replacement can be
arranged far easier and more promptly.
• Purchasing bees within the province significantly lowers
the risk of importing diseases and exotic bee pests, including
agents such as viruses that will not be detectable until much
later.
• The purchase of BC-raised stock does not cause the huge
stresses on the bees associated with overseas shipments.
• BC-raised bee stock is competitively priced.
• The downside of BC-raised stock is the timing of its availability. Many BC beekeepers insist on receiving new stock
in March-April and consider the mid-May delivery of BC
stock too late. Management adjustments by beekeepers would
reduce this problem significantly.
Program Services 2010
As it was reported in the previous BeesCene, the MAL’s
executive has given assurances that the Apiculture Program
resources will remain the same for 2010. This has been very
positive news. However, the hiring freeze imposed by the BC
government is still in effect which means that for any vacant
inspector’s position, no new persons can be hired. Reg Kienast,
former Apiary Inspector of the central and north Okanagan
retired in July 2009. To provide inspection and extension
services to beekeepers of the area, Ray Levesque of the south
Okanagan (250-498-4025) will cover the central Okanagan
including Kelowna. Bill Stagg of the Columbia-Shuswap (250675-4863) will cover the area from Coldstream and Lumby
northward. Lance Cuthill of the Kootenays has expressed an
interest to retire but leaving the position would mean no more
inspection and extension services for the Kootenays. I am
delighted to report that Lance has agreed to stay on for another
year.
Recognizing the budgetary realities faced by the BC government, we will deliver inspection and extension services as
best and efficient as we can. This also includes diagnostic services at the Abbotsford Animal Health centre. Bee samples can
be submitted for various tests and analyses but these services
will be carried out on a priority basis and permitting resources.
Please consult with your local apiary inspector on collection
and shipping instructions.
Best wishes for a prosperous and successful beekeeping
season! ❀
Paul van Westendorp
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Proteomics and Other Musings
Happy New Year Everyone!
UBC Bee Research Update
In the last few months it feels as
though our big disease biomarker project has really hit its stride: Frozen
capped brood samples from 2009 were
transported from Kettle Valley Queens
to Beaverlodge and evaluated for the
Suppressed Mite Reproduction (SMR)
trait by Dr. Abdullah Ibrahim; the UBC
proteomic samples from 2008 were completed; about a third of the proteomic
samples from 2009 were also completed;
and Dr. Brian Gross, who many of you
met in Victoria at the AGM, started with
the project.
We do not have all the data in on the
SMR trait yet, nor do we have much to
say from the 2009 proteomic samples
yet, so I will focus on the 2008 data
and Dr. Gross. One aspect of the project
that we have embarked on was to build
an economic model of the beekeeping
industry in BC, Canada and the US,
including the impact of disease and the
varying roles that honey production,
pollination contracts and queen/package
sales play in various regions. It probably
comes as no surprise to most of you that,
beyond
everyone’s anecdotal experience,
there is only a very poor understanding
of the industry as a whole, and the only
real measures we have are those data
collected by the Ministries of Agriculture
and CAPA. Dr. Gross is a graduate of the
University of California at Berkeley and
I feel we are extremely lucky to have
him onboard as he is likely the best
person in North American to be doing
this. Dr. Gross’s doctoral studies were
devoted to the valuation of pollination
services to agriculture in California, so
he is familiar with both the beekeeping
industry and with economics.
On the proteomics side, there have
been many results coming in over the
last three months, but there is one story
in particular that I would like to share.
In 2008, we collected, among other tissues, mid-guts from Beaverlodge bees
because this organ is important in one
mechanism of resistance to AFB; that
is, some bees appear to have the ability
to retain spores in their mid-gut instead
of regurgitating them into honey, thereby preventing them from being passing

Leonard Foster, BSc, PhD
Photo by Brian Hawkes,
Genome BC
on to nest-mates. In our analysis of these
mid-guts we noticed some very interesting relationships between certain types
of proteins and where the bees originated. Now, all the bees in the study were
kept at Beaverlodge but they had been
imported there from various places, e.g.,
Hawaii, California, Chile, New Zealand,
Saskatchewan, Ontario, in order to get a
wide sampling of different commercial
sources of bees. Remember that individual protein molecules do virtually
all of the work in our cells: they are the
enzymes that digest food and derive
energy from it and they are the structural proteins that give cells, tissues and
organs their shape. Interestingly, we find
that the farther from the equator bees are
raised, the higher their levels of proteins
involved in energy production/heat generation are. Conversely, the closer to the
equator bees were raised, the higher their
levels of proteins involved in dealing
with environmental stress are. More simply, bees from Saskatchewan and Ontario
‘looked’ more similar to one another
than, e.g., bees from Saskatchewan and
California. These findings may seem
somewhat academic but I think the takehome message is that we have very good
evidence to suggest that if you import
bees from a climate that is greatly different than your own then those bees
are unlikely to perform as well as bees
selected in more similar environments.
In other words, we have evidence that
you should buy local!

A Bee ‘Vaccine’ for Israeli Acute
Paralysis Virus?
Most of you probably remember when
the first scientific reports on the cause of
Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) came
out they were claiming a very strong link
between CCD and Israeli Acute Paralysis
Virus (IAPV). To everyone’s credit, they
were not claiming that IAPV caused
CCD, but in virtually every sample diagnosed as CCD the researchers were able
to find DNA from IAPV. As more studies
have been done in different areas around
the world, I think no one believes any
longer that IAPV is the cause of CCD;
nonetheless, bee viruses are a major
problem that we have no effective solution for. Varroa mites carry with them
many viruses, including IAPV, and the
viruses probably have as big an impact
on the bees as the mites themselves, if
not bigger.
In humans, viruses are dealt with by
something called the adaptive immune
system – white blood cells recognize
viruses as foreign and start to make
antibodies that selectively recognize
the viruses and mark them as foreign.
Then other white blood cells come along
and see those antibodies attached to the
viruses and destroy the whole complex,
thereby ridding the body of the virus.
Certain viruses, like human immunodeficiency virus, which causes AIDS, hide
inside the very cells that are supposed to
be recognizing them in the first place.
But for most viruses, our white blood
cells are effective. When we receive a
vaccine, such as the recent one for H1N1
flu, we are receiving virus that is damaged to the point that it can no longer
cause disease. This stimulates our white
blood cells to make antibodies so that
if we later get exposed to the real, live
H1N1 virus then those antibodies are
already there and they can coat the virus
so that it is destroyed.
Bees have no way to make antibodies.
They cannot receive a ‘vaccine’, in the
classical sense, but they do have something called innate immunity, although
it is not very effective against viruses.
However, a Floridian company called
Beeologics, together with a university
group from Israel and several groups in
the US, have recently reported a potentially interesting mechanism to suppress
levels of virus in bees (Maori et a.
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(2009) IAPV, a bee-affecting virus associated with Colony Collapse Disorder
can be silenced by dsRNA ingestion.
Insect Molecular Biology. 18.1:55-60)
The report used a technology called
RNA interference, or RNAi, to essentially interfere with a crucial step in the

DNA Helix
Want to read further about RNAi? This
company website actually does a pretty
good job of explaining the process and
the potential applications of it: www.
mdraninc.com/mdrna.rna_interference

viral life cycle. Remember that our DNA
encodes genes, but for those genes to
have any effect that code first has to be
transcribed into something called RNA
and from there it is translated into proteins, which are the molecules that we
are studying at UBC. However, if either
the DNA to RNA transcription or the
RNA to protein translation is disrupted
then the gene cannot carry out its function, such as what happens in many
human genetic disorders. RNAi technology works by tricking cells into destroying the RNA that is made from a specific
gene: an RNA molecule that is the mirror
image of the RNA molecule transcribed
from a gene is put into the cells and
then specific enzymes in the cell destroy
both the normal and the mirror image
RNA, which has the effect of preventing the eventual production of protein
from that gene. Viruses have genes as
well, so what the authors of this study
did was to introduce into bees RNA that

was a mirror image of some viral RNA,
thereby shutting down some of the viral
genes. By doing this they prevent the
virus from replicating and going on to
cause disease.
The idea to use RNAi to prevent disease is not new; many groups are trying
to do it to tackle human diseases as well,
but this is the first time it was tried in
bees. It is a very interesting approach,
but I feel that the time when we will see
this applied in the field is still far off
for a couple reasons: 1) it is still incredibly expensive, 2) the compounds used
are not very stable, so how it could be
applied in the field is not clear, and 3)
regulatory approval. In addition, I think
it is far from clear that reducing levels of
IAPV would have a significant impact
on bee health. To this end, Beeologics
is developing a system to use RNAi to
attack Varroa mites, Nosema and other
viruses, but so far it has not demonstrated that this works. ❀

Technologies Corporation

Hive Contamination Management

Your First Choice
For Healthy Bees
FUMAGILIN-B
OXYTET-25 SOLUBLE
FOULBROOD MIX
APISTAN
FORMIC ACID
BEE-REPEL
CHECKMITE
From Bee Supply Dealers or
Medivet Pharmaceuticals Ltd.
4 - 55 - 9th Avenue S.E.
High River, Alberta T1V 1E6
Telephone 403-652-4441
Fax 403-652-3692
info@medivet.ca
www.medivet.ca
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Iotron provides a solution for today’s bee colony problems. Iotron’s treatment
program provides apiculturists with a cost effective and environmentally
friendly solution for managing common beehive contaminants. Iotron’s electron
beam irradiation processing
treatment is proven effective
for treating comb, pollen
and wax, Iotron’s processing
method penetrates through
materials like an X-ray,
yielding
superior
results
allowing
beekeepers
to
reduce or eliminate the
use of antibiotics and other
interventions in the field.
Iotron’s electron beam irradiation processing technology is an advanced tool
for working on today’s complex issues.

Please contact Iotron for more information:
1425 Kebet Way
Port Coquitlam, BC V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838
Fax: 604 945-8827
e-mail: rkhansen@iotron.com
www.iotron.com
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Travelling in Guyana

Adventures Following the Fifth Caribbean Beekeepers Congress
By John Gates
John Gates owns and
operates a bee breeding
and stock production business near Armstrong in the
North Okanagan. In 2003
he retired from the BC
Ministry of Agriculture after
26 years as a bee inspector,
special projects technician
and finally the provincial
Apiculture Specialist. He
will be teaching queen rearing courses in June at Soda
Creek near Williams Lake
and in November at the
sixth Caribbean Beekeepers
Congress in Grenada.
In early November 2008 John Gates (right) holding an
I travelled to Guyana, South African bee smoker. Now a
America to attend the fifth novelty item, these huge smokers
Caribbean beekeepers con- aren’t typically used in Guyana
ference in Georgetown. I any longer.
had been told about this
meeting two years before when I attended the first Congress
of Latin American Beekeepers in Havana, Cuba and some of
the participants there, who have since become good friends,
suggested I consider the Guyana meeting. For some time I’d
wanted to travel to South America to experience the African
bee, the rainforest and a true tropical climate. Seeing my
new friends would be a bonus. I monitored the Bees for
Development website for about a year before the organizers
posted some concrete details. Then I got serious about planning my trip; where to go and what to see. It quickly became
obvious that travelling in Guyana was going to be a challenge.
The little information available made it clear that Guyana was

The wooden shutters on this colonial mansion are very effective
for ventilation in Guyana's hot, humid, but breezy climate.

not your typical tourist destination. Apart from a few ecotourism lodges in the rainforest, there really is very little tourism infrastructure. No all inclusive resorts on beautiful coastal
beaches, no streets of shops devoted to tourist souvenirs and
knickknacks, no tour buses crowded with pasty faced tourists.
In fact, pretty well everywhere I went I was the only pasty face
around.
Guyana is situated on the Atlantic coast of South America,
bordered by Venezuela, Suriname and Brazil. It is the only
English speaking country in South America. Although it is the
size of Britain, the population (2007) is only about 770,000
people, living mostly on a narrow coastal plain about 40 kilometers wide. Almost 50 percent of Guyanese live in the capital
city of Georgetown, with only 10 percent of Guyanese living in
the “hinterland”. Georgetown, once known as the garden city
of the Caribbean, has been in decline for many years. Today, it
is an interesting mix of beautiful old colonial buildings, canals,
bustling markets, open spaces, boulevards, parks, a multitude
of cricket fields, and a deep-sea port.
The region was controlled by several tribes of Amerindian
people for about 11,000 years before Europeans began their
explorations in the 1500’s. Sir Walter Raleigh (England) made
several trips to the area looking for the fabled city of El Dorado.
Legend has it that a son of the last Inca emperor of Peru fled
Spanish invaders and built a city of pure gold in the remote jungle of what is now Guyana. Raleigh never found the city, but
he did bring back glowing reports of the potential of the area
that resulted in the Dutch establishing colonies and, eventually
in the 1800’s, building a
seawall almost 480 kilometres long on the coast
and digging hundreds of
kilometers of canals and
ditches to reclaim an area
that is actually about two
metres below the Atlantic.
It is here that most of
Guyana’s agriculture is
based. Sugarcane and rice
are the main crops, but
there is also an endless
variety of fruits and vegetables. In fact, Guyana
is considered the breadbasket of the Caribbean.
Between 1781 to 1803,
control of the area frequently changed hands
until Britain finally prevailed. In 1966, Britain
granted independence
and in 1970 it became the
Cooperative Republic of
Guyana, a member of the
British Commonwealth.
Campton Bowin - Founder of the
In the early days Pomeroon Beekeepers Association
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African slaves worked the plantations and built the seawalls occupies the south west of the country bordering Brazil, is
and canals. When slavery was abolished, Portuguese, Chinese different than the rest of Guyana. This vast area of undulatand East Indian indentured labourers took their place. Today’s ing grassland, cut by several large rivers and divided by the
population is 50 percent East Indian, 36
Kanuku mountains, is home to 70
percent African, 6 percent Amerindian,
The Guyana Shield is one of only four percent of Guyana’s mammal species
7 percent Mixed and 1 percent White remaining, largely intact rainforests on and 50 percent of its birds. Picture
and Chinese. Religions are 50 percent
the East African Veldt minus elephants
the planet.
Christian, 35 percent Hindu, 10 percent
and giraffes and you’ve got the idea.
Muslim and 5 percent other. In addiThe area is home to the world’s largest
tion to English, other main languages are Amerindian dialects, alligators (Black Caiman), world’s largest river otter, world’s
Creole, Hindi and Urdu. Guyana is a parliamentary democracy largest anteater, worlds’ largest eagle (Harpy eagle), and the
with both a President and a Prime Minister. It’s legal system world’s largest freshwater scaled fish (arapaima). It also has

and civil service are modeled on the British system. This ethnic mix makes for a very vibrant culture, more Caribbean than
South American. Guyana has more holidays than most places
and Guyanese love their festivals. Any excuse for a party!
Guyana is a humid, tropical country with temperatures
ranging from 18 to 40C. It is mostly covered in rainforest, Guide Rovin with dugout at Essequibo River near Rewa Village
ranging from short trees and shrubs on the coast to a huge climax forest occupying much of the interior. The Guyana Shield the world’s largest water lilly (Victoria amazonica) with leaves
is one of only four remaining, largely intact rainforests on the up to three metres wide. Now, if that isn’t amazing enough,
planet. From the tops of several mountains that I climbed I imagine most of the area under water. When I was there it
looked out on pristine wilderness stretchwas bone dry and dusty, obviously cattle
ing away as far as the eye could see. Only
country and at one time home to some of
It’s obvious why Guyana is
one road cuts through the center of the
the largest cattle ranches in the world. But
known as
country south to Brazil. This north-south
come the rainy season, the rivers rise six to
“The Land of Many Waters"
“highway” is comparable to our logging
nine metres, overflow their banks and turn
roads, only sporadically maintained and
most of the area into several vast lakes.
often washed out during the rainy season. Except for roads to Fish spawn in the “grasslands” and the Caiman rule. It was
logging and mining camps along this “highway”, all the other impossible for me to imagine this, but the locations of the variroads are along the coast. In most of the country, rivers are ous Amerindian villages, all on high ground, proved the point
Guyana’s highways and boat travel is often the only option.
Annual flooding is also a feature of many parts of the country,
The 12,950 square kilometers Rupununi savanna, which even the capital Georgetown. In the right season you can travel

Gigantic Victoria amazonica lily pads
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Iwokrama River Lodge and Rainforest Research Centre

for clothing and hammocks, and hunting with bow and arrow.
One evening, we canoed out into a large swamp where we
watched the big arapaima surface all around us. They do not
have gills so have to come to the surface every 15 or 20 minutes for air. We watched the Victoria amazonica flowers open
— it takes about 20 minutes — and listened to the monkeys,
birds and insects sing in jungle harmony. The beauty of the
experience was breathtaking!
Beekeeping in Guyana
Beekeeping in Guyana is still a very small industry, but
because of the country’s immense acreages of untapped floral resources there is tremendous potential for development.
Before the arrival of the African bee the industry was much
larger and enjoyed quite a bit of support from the government.
There is a central beekeepers’ association, which has been
Building supers by hand on Andrew de Freitas' wharf
pretty much inactive since the 1970’s. Once the African bee
on the Pomeroon River
arrived the government shifted its attention from encouraging
through much of the jungle by boat. I can’t imagine what land- beekeeping to destroying hives. Many beekeepers gave up or
marks the people use when the jungle floods. It’s obvious why were burned out, sometimes by neighbours who feared the
bees. A few beekeepers persisted and learned how to manage
Guyana is known as “The Land of Many Waters.”
After the beekeeper conference in Georgetown, I spent a the bees, or at least live with them. The largest beekeepfew days with Andrew de Freitas at his farm on the Pomeroon ing operation today, the Rajkumar family (fourth generation
River where he grows coconuts, watermelon, bananas, cassava beekeepers), owns about 300 hives with a tidy clean honey
house, and good packaging.
root, many different tropiTheir honey crop comes from
We watched the Victoria amazonica flowers open
cal fruits and keeps a few
mangrove, citrus and many
hives of bees. He has plans
— it takes about 20 minutes — and listened to the
other wild tree sources. Most
to build barges to move hives
monkeys, birds and insects sing in jungle harmony.
beekeepers own just a few
into other areas. We spent
The beauty of the experience was breathtaking!
hives and many still squeeze
a day on the river visiting
honey from their combs, perother beekeepers and a lovely
afternoon on his wharf greeting neighbours moving product to haps giving it a final straining, perhaps not.
The latest statistics had 200 beekeepers in the country
market and schoolchildren travelling home from school in their
dugouts. I then travelled to the “Green Heart” of Guyana — the keeping 1500 hives producing 5000 gallons of honey annuIwokrama Rainforest reserve — where I got my first taste of ally. Apparently, this does not come close to meeting domestic
travelling through the “Big” jungle on foot and by boat and my consumption. On store shelves I saw honey from countries
first encounter with howler monkeys and Black Caiman. After all over the world except Guyana. The imported honey was
that, I hitched a ride with two Brazilian diplomats heading to generally high quality and attractively packaged. According to
the Rupununi and my most memorable memories are from the most of the beekeepers I met, marketing was their number one
time spent at the village of Rewa which was about three hours problem. Beekeepers in the hinterlands live in relatively poor
by boat down the Rupununi river from the Savannah into the communities with limited markets. For them, it is too costly
jungle. There I met people living a very traditional lifestyle, to buy extracting equipment and containers and to ship honey
practicing slash and burn agriculture, spinning native cotton long distances via inadequate transportation infrastructure
to major markets in order to receive a decent price for their
product. I saw a lot of honey and beeswax sitting around with
no place to go. The local honey I tasted was delicious but very

John's guide Rovin's parents live on the farm that they've hacked
out of the jungle. They live a very traditional lifestyle, practicing
slash and burn agriculture, spinning native cotton for clothing
and hammocks, and hunting with bow and arrow.

Grasslands of the Rupununi Savannah
with Kanuku Mountains in the background.
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thin. Samples I brought back home tested between 19 and 22 had finally met the African bee! Most apiary sites in Guyana
percent moisture. That is part of the problem. Some Guyanese are located in dense bush some distance from human habitation
consumers think local beekeepers add water and sugar to their because of the bees’ fearsome reputation. We were told later
honey, especially when they compare it to the imported prod- that the African bees are actually less defensive when kept
ucts.
in open well-ventilated locations. From the little experience I
The Guyanese government has embarked on an aggressive have in Guyana and Trinidad this seems true, but you can only
program to promote agricultural diversification. The Guyana push it so far with these bees. Ten beekeepers dismantling a
Livestock Development Board (which will include apiculture) huge African hive for 20 minutes is not recommended. After
was being formed to provide more resources and activities to that excitement we retired to the beekeepers’ honey house for
encourage agriculture. The Prime Minister’s Office has identi- some fresh fruit, drinks and honey samples.
fied apiculture as an ideal development tool for the hinterlands
Guyana’s conference was a great success. Their beekeepers
and, since the year 2000, apiaries have been established in association received a needed boost of new membership and
Amerindian areas and public funds used to train beekeepers.
purpose and government and beekeepers pledged to work more
Guyana was the major sponsor of the Caribbean congress, closely together. The enthusiasm was remarkable. With 17 milwhich was held in an impressive new convention center lion hectares of rainforest, much of which is bee forage, the
built by China and donated
potential for beekeeping in
to the people of Guyana.
Guyana is staggering. But
The Prime Minister’s Office has identified apiculture as
Lecturers came from many an ideal development tool for the hinterlands and, since the
the challenges are equally
Caribbean nations, as
great.
year 2000, apiaries have been established in Amerindian
well as the UK, Denmark,
This was the second
areas and public funds used to train beekeepers.
Africa, Brazil, Costa Rica,
beekeeping conference
and the US. Topics included
I have attended in the
strengthening local apiculture, new and exotic disease threats Caribbean and I’m eagerly looking forward to my next one. If
for honey bees, special techniques for managing African hives, you want to meet a lot of enthusiastic beekeepers, experience
organic honey production, stingless and other native bees, the unparalleled hospitality, learn something new about bees, and
role of honey in animal health, wax moth control, varroa con- enjoy the Caribbean’s legendary climate, come to Grenada
trol using thymol, breeding disease resistant bees, and many in November 2010. You can find details on the Bees For
more. Delegates from Caribbean countries reported on the Development website (http://www.beesfordevelopment.org)
states of their industries, which, unfortunately, did not sound under Events Calendar. Hope to see you there! ❀
good. The Prime Minister opened the conference and attended
Editor’s note: To learn more about Bees for Development
the Meet and Greet night.
see page 21 for a brief overview.
Day Two of the five-day conference was devoted to field
trips. Buses picked us at up our hotels and took us to three
Comprehensive Insurance Package
apiary sites: one in dense jungle, another in a beekeeper’s
backyard, and the third in an open palm-studded field near the
coast. We were warned to suit up securely before entering the
Exclusively for
jungle apiary and moved extremely carefully at the warning
of our guides. Fear was palpable, but those bees were well
Honey Producers
behaved, probably because the hives were small. One wild
stingless bee colony was not as welcoming. They might not
and Beekeepers
sting, but they do crawl and bite! Because they are very tiny,
throughout
they can work their way into places you wouldn’t believe. I
tried to retreat as gracefully as possible with a veil full. The
British Columbia
backyard location was full of newly split off nucs which we
opened with no incident. Our visit to the third apiary was the
most memorable. There were about 50 hives in the yard, in
For your Free quote,
modern equipment, some with three supers of honey. Although
call
Dave Ebner today !!!
it was the middle of the day, 30 C and calm, there was no bee
Phone (604) 826-3624
flight. At first I thought the hives were empty. We opened a few
pollen traps and wandered about the apiary, still with no sign
Toll Free 1-877-326-3624
of bees. Our host decided to open the tallest hive to show us
Fax (604) 820-0650
the honey crop and the bees. Because the bees were so gentle,
email: mission@jmins.com
everyone crowded close around as the beekeeper pulled the
hive apart and while samples were taken for disease analysis
a general discussion ensued. After about 20 minutes of this
nonsense, the bees decided that they had had enough. The hive
literally exploded and very quickly so did the rest of the yard!
Beekeepers scattered in every direction, running low through
the bush. Our buses were parked about a half kilometre from
the beeyard. Now I knew why: bees followed us that far,
although in diminished numbers. It would have been comical
except that one beekeeper had to be rushed to the hospital. We

Johnston Meier Insurance
Agencies Ltd.
356-32555 London Ave.
Mission, BC V2V 6G7
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Mountain Resort Chef Shelley Adams Cooks with Honey!
Whitewater Cooks:
Pure, Simple and Real Creations
from the Fresh Tracks Cafe
Shelley Adams grew up in West Vancouver. She attended the
famous École de Cuisine La Varenne in Paris, then spent 15
years as a caterer to the West Coast film industry. She and her
family moved to Nelson in 1985. In 1987 they became owners of Whitewater Resort in the Canadian Rockies where, for
the past decade, she has
been the creative director and manager of the
Fresh Tracks Café. Their
gourmet menu offers a
high quality and fabulous array of delicious
food prepared fresh
right in front of you.
Honoured as the best at
any Canadian resort by
Ski Canada Magazine,
this West Kootenay success story knows how to
satisfy most any healthy
appetite.

Emmy’s Honey Curry Spinach Salad
This salad and dressing comes from Shelley’s talented and
hilarious friend M.E. McKnight, an old pal from her movie
catering days.
INGREDIENTS
Honey Curry Dressing (makes 2 cups)
½ onion, chopped
1 tsp paprika
1 tsp curry powder
½ tsp mustard powder or
(1 tsp Dijon mustard)
½ tsp turmeric
½ tsp celery seed
½ tsp salt
1/3 cup cider vinegar
1/2 cup HONEY
1 cup safflower oil
METHOD
In blender, combine first seven ingredients. Blend well, then
add vinegar and HONEY. In a steady stream, finish with
safflower oil. Toss salad with just enough of the dressing to
coat spinach. You will have dressing left over for a few more
salads!

• 100% Recyclable
DISPLAY UNITS
• Container LABELS of
any size or shape
• Gift set PACKAGING
for your specialty honey
collections

Toll free
1-800-661-3377
While Shelley has
recently released her second cookbook, Whitewater
Cooks at Home, we’re offering two classic recipes from her
original best seller, Whitewater Cooks. So guarded were some
of the ingredients in these gourmet recipes, employees at the
Fresh Tracks Café had to swear an oath of secrecy before being
allowed in or out of the kitchen. Some of you may already
have the famous and addictive Glory Bowl dressing recipe
that seems to have gone viral over the internet – and for good
reason. Enjoy!

www.greatlittlebox.com
email:
info@greatlittlebox.com.
Richmond,
Kelowna, Victoria
and Everett, Wa

Sustaining the Honey
Bee – Our company
pledges to donate to
BC’s Boone Hodgson
Wilkinson Bee
Research Fund for
every order placed by a
BCHPA Member.
We’re Partners in
Everyone’s Future!
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Note: you can toast the almonds in the oven or in a skillet until
they just start to turn brown.
SALAD
1 bag spinach leaves
½ cup toasted almonds
½ cup red onion, sliced
1 orange peeled and sliced

West Coast Bee
Supplies
All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:
- Apistan Strips
- Fumagilin B
- Menthol Boards
- Hive Boxes

- Formic Acid
- Oxytet 25
- Bee Pro
- CheckMite

- Bee Suits and much more

Bob Fisher
Phone 604-272-1921

6
Healthy Fridge Muffins
A great recipe from Cathy Crooks. When you wake up in the
morning just plop the batter in the muffin tins and bake. You’ll
have the perfect snack to eat in your car on your way up to the
mountain. (Makes 12 muffins)
INGREDIENTS
1 cup whole wheat flour
1 cup all purpose flour
3 cups oats
4 tsp baking powder
1 tsp baking soda
2 tsp cinnamon
2 whole eggs
2 egg whites
2 cups yogurt
2 tbsp canola oil
1/3 cup HONEY
½ cup grated apples
¼ cup grated carrots
¼ cup raisins
THE DRIZZLE
2 tbsp HONEY
2 tbsp apple juice or fresh orange juice
METHOD
Combine wet ingredients in a very large mixing bowl. Combine
dry ingredients together well and add to the wet mixture. Leave
in the refrigerator overnight in a covered bowl. In the morning
add the grated apples, carrots, and raisins to the batter. Fill
muffin tins and bake in a 350ºF oven for 30 minutes. Heat the
honey and juice and DRIZZLE over the tops of the muffins
while they are still warm. ❀
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Store Address:
9351 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.

Mailing Address:
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5

Need Farm Insurance? I can help.
When it comes to your farm, you need the right coverage
at the right price. I’d like the opportunity to earn your business with friendly knowledgeable service and competitive
rates. Just give me a call or drop by to see me.

Largest 100% Canadian multi-product insurer.

Home Autoplan Investments Group Business Farm Travel

Orchard Valley
Insurance Agencies
Michael S. Molnar, Agent
106-3101 Highway 6, Vernon
Insurance@shaw.ca
(250)542-6300
Toll free: 1-888-BUY-COOP
(289-2667)

Canadian Honey
Council Report
I am slowly getting back to my routine after
visiting Florida and the joint CHC/ABF convention. Florida was a little cooler than expected but it
warmed up as the week went on. My only complaint
with the convention was that there were too many
by Ted Hancock
good talks to choose from - all taking place at the
BCHPA Representative
same time. For those of you who couldn’t attend I’ll
give you a short rundown of my impressions.
I took in a talk given by an attractive blond agent from the USA Department of
Homeland Security about their fight to stop the illegal importation of adulterated
honey. In Canada this file is handled by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency who
do a good job of stopping the flow of illegal honey but tend to make a dry subject
even drier when talking about it. Not so with the American agent.
She said she was from Chicago and has eight agents working for her. Two of them
had accompanied her to the talk and were stationed at the back of the room. She
told us a lot about bad guys and what they could and should and might be thinking
and how not knowing what they know might stop them from getting arrested but if
she had any proof that they knew what they knew then they would be arrested. As
the agent talked she’d periodically throw her hips to one side causing her suit coat
to open and flash a police badge fastened to her belt. This didn’t seem to have any
effect on the American beekeepers but as a Canadian I can tell you it was - well, you
know- interesting. I figured what with her being from Chicago and wearing a badge
and having two agents in the back of the room, no one would be brave enough to ask
any questions, but I was wrong. Either Americans can’t read the signs or they just
don’t give a damn because one of them stood up and said something like, “ When the
hell are you gonna arrest someone? That’s what I want to know!” The agent gave this
fellow a hard look. I’m pretty sure she had a set of handcuffs hidden back in behind
her badge somewhere and it looked to me like an arrest was imminent. My health
insurance didn’t cover injuries suffered during riots or civil unrest so I thought it
prudent to leave the room at that point.
A major theme at the convention was pesticides and their effects on honey bees.
There is a lot of research being done in this field and there were too many speakers
addressing this topic to list here. To make sure the 850 (approx. 200 Canadians) delegates found something of interest the conference organizers offered a smorgasbord
of information with at least four different speakers speaking concurrently.
ABF vice-president Dave Mendes explained that like us, they have avoided discussing pesticides in the past fearing it might hurt the reputation of our products.
But now that pesticides might be linked to hive loss we need to debate, discuss and
research pesticide use.
I attended a talk by Dr. James Frazier from Penn State University titled: Pesticide
Effects on Honey Bees. Dr. Frazier has been working with Dr. Jamie Ellis at the
University of Florida, among others, to test beeswax and pollen in beehives for the
presence of pesticides. To date they have found about 200 different pesticides in beehives. The two most common are fluvalinate (Apistan) and coumaphos (CheckMite)
both miticides used by beekeepers. However the fungicide, chlorothalonil* (Bravo
among other trade names), sprayed on crops is the third most common pesticide
found.
These chemicals are present at very low levels - under four parts per billion. To
demonstrate what a small amount of chemical that is Dr. Frazier explained it would
take a billion sheets of toilet paper to stretch from New York to London. By feeding
these miniscule amounts of chemicals found in beehives to bee larva and adult bees
in the lab, Dr. Frazier and his colleagues are finding that these chemicals do effect a
honey bee’s health and development.
Testing is at an early stage but it is apparent that no one can predict what toxicity
these chemicals might have when combined. For example, when fluvalinate and couVOLUME 26, #1 FEBRUARY 2010
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maphos were combined and fed to bees
they were less toxic than either chemical
on it’s own. Other chemicals combine
to become more toxic. Since chemical
companies are not required to test how
an individual product might affect bees
when combined with other chemicals,
we really have no way of knowing what
sub lethal effects pesticides might be
having on bees until much more research
is done.
Both the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) in the USA and the
Pest Management Regulatory Agency
(PMRA) in Canada have recognized
pesticide testing by chemical companies
may not fully consider how the chemicals will behave in the environment.
Both agencies now encourage members
of the public to report any unexpected
side effects of pesticide use. Pesticide
applicators are required by law to report
such incidents. You can make such a
report to PMRA at:
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/cps-spc/pest/
registrant-titulaire/reporting-declaration/_mandatory-obligatoire/index-eng.
php
For many years there have been two
national beekeeping organizations in
the USA - the American Beekeeping
Federation (ABF) and the American
Honey Producer Association (AHPA).
Recently these two organizations have
cooperated to establish the National
Honey Bee Advisory Board (NHBAB).
The NHBAB - “Believes that certain
pesticides deleteriously impact the
health of honey bee colonies, threaten
the sustainability of the U.S. beekeeping
industry, and significantly imperil our
national food supply.” The commercial
beekeepers who are members of this
board feel hive loss is connected with
the increasing use of GM plants that
produce their own insecticides, the use
of chemicals that prevent pest outbreaks
rather than suppress pest outbreaks and
the recent practice of mixing several different types of pesticides together in one
tank for ease of application. The purpose
of the NHBAB is to lobby the EPA to
address these concerns.
I should mention that there has also
been recent research showing that when
these new chemicals were used on citrus crops they did not harm bees. This
debate over the role of pesticides in colony loss has been ongoing for ten years
now. I think it is a debate all beekeepers
are watching with concern.
The CHC board met during the first
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day of the convention. The newly elected
executive consists of President, Corey
Bacon (Saskatchewan), Vice-President,
Tom Trueman (NB), Treasurer, Gordon
Marks, (BeeMaid), Secretary, Lee
Townsend (Alberta).
During the afternoon we debated twenty two resolutions; one from
BC, five from Alberta, thirteen from
Saskatchewan and three from Manitoba.
The resolution put forward by BC
requesting that board meetings be open
to beekeepers was again defeated.
However we garnered more support for
our proposal this year and I feel if we
put this proposal forward again it may
pass. I suggest we specify that beekeepers should be allowed to observe the
afternoon session when resolutions are
debated and voted on.
All of the resolutions will be available
on the website as soon as CEO Heather
Clay is able to post them.
There are two other important ones
I would like to mention here. The resolution put forward by Manitoba and
worded: “Therefore be it resolved the
CHC organize a stakeholders meeting
to allow greater access to package bees
from the continental USA and other
suitable countries under the conditions
of an import permit developed by industry and other stakeholders”, passed in
favour. Organizing such a meeting will
be expensive and funding outside of the
CHC budget will need to be found to
fund such a meeting.
The border issue continues to divide
Canadian beekeepers. Many beekeepers
have self-sufficient operations and do
not want the risks involved with importing bees. Hopefully these risks can be
identified and mitigated at the stakeholders’ meeting.
The second resolution I should mention was put forward by Saskatchewan.

It reads: “ Be it resolved that the CHC
develop a strategy and time line for
full registration of all beekeeping facilities preparing honey destined for export
and retail sales”. I argued strenuously
against this resolution but it also passed
in favour. The majority on the board
felt that having all honey house registered would improve quality standards
and lessen the chance that contaminated
product might reach store shelves. The
timeline for this resolution is not specified and I expect it will take a number of
years before anything is finalized. Please
let the BCHPA executive and me know
how you feel about this issue.
Also during our meetings PMRA
announced they have not yet made a
final decision on the use of liquid formic acid. They did announce that the
current use permit will be cancelled but
they didn’t say when. PMRA received
300 submissions from individuals and
groups asking that the current use permit
be extended until we can get formic acid
properly registered for use so hopefully
they will accommodate our wishes.
Please let me know if you have any
questions.
Respectfully,
Ted Hancock
Editor’s note: * Chlorothalonil is a
broad-spectrum organochlorine pesticide (fungicide) used to control fungi
that threaten vegetables, trees, small
fruits, turf, ornamentals, and other agricultural crops. It also controls fruit rots
in cranberry bogs, and is used in paints.
To learn more about it see the Pesticide
Information Profile (PIP) at: http://
pmep.cce.cornell.edu/profiles/extoxnet/
carbaryl-dicrotophos/chlorothalonil-ext.
html ❀

New and Used
Storage Tanks for
Honey,
Liquid Sucrose
and more!
We do custom plastic manufacturing and repairs.

Twin Maple Industrial Tanks
Abbotsford, BC
Phone: (604) 854-6776 Toll Free: (800) 663-8898 Fax: (604) 854-3223
E-mail: garry@tmitanks.com
www.tmitanks.com

The Psychology of Beekeepers
In spring 2009, I was invited by the Capital Region
Beekeepers Association (CRBA) to give a talk on ‘the psychology of beekeeping’. This was followed by another talk at
the Cowichan Valley Beekeepers meeting in June. In those
talks, I shared some archeological and historical images
of human’s ancient relationship with bees. I also talked
about ecopsychology (the connection between humans and
nature), ‘naturalistic intelligence’, based on Howard Gardner’s
idea of multiple types of intelligence, and the question of
whether there is a particular beekeeper ‘personality type’. At
that time, the idea of doing some informal research to find out
more about beekeeper characteristics, motivations, etcetera
within the CRBA was put forward. I circulated a short questionnaire to CRBA members, and then shared the responses at
the BCHPA conference in Victoria in October.
After the BCHPA presentation, I was invited to distribute
the questionnaire more widely via the BeesCene newsletter
and the BCHPA website. In addition to 16 responses from
CRBA members, I have to date received another 13 through
the BCHPA. A few more details were added to the second version of the questionnaire, including town/city, and ‘personality
type’ based on a free online test.
In general, I wanted to learn more about what interested
people about beekeeping originally; what keeps them motivated; their likes and dislikes; how beekeepers feel when tending their bees; and whether working with the hives increases,
decreases, or has no effect on stress level. I also asked for five
words to describe beekeeping, and demographic information
(age, gender, town/city, number of years keeping bees, number
of hives) and finally the four-letter result of the personality
test. The questionnaire is purposefully ‘open-ended’ (people
write their own answers) rather than using lists of options
to check off; this was to avoid making assumptions about
answers people would generate, and can be used as the basis
for developing multiple choice questionnaires in the future.
Here is a summary of what I’ve received so far:
The total number of responses to date is 29, comprised of
19 males and 10 females; age range was 32-80 years, with an
average age of 54. The number of years’ experience as a beekeeper ranged from less than 1 to over 50, with an average of
10 years. The number of hives currently kept by respondents
(BCHPA sample only) ranged from 1-35, with an average of
11.
The responses from both the CRBA and BCHPA were
thoughtful and rich. In general, people said they became
interested in beekeeping due to a fascination with the creatures and their social systems, the uniqueness of beekeeping
compared to other potential interests, and out of concerns
for the environment (e.g., pollination and food security). A
primary motivator for staying with beekeeping appears to be
the learning involved, the satisfaction of harvesting honey, and
the enjoyable, relaxing presence of the bees themselves. Many
people said they liked the smell of the hives when they were
opened, the sight and sound of the bees, and the opportunity
to share knowledge with others (among many other ‘likes’).
The most common ‘dislikes’ were having to medicate, and, of
course, stings! A very common response was that people felt

Ecopsychology - the connection between humans and nature.
connected to nature while tending their bees; felt relaxed and
aware, and “in a different world”. No one said they became
more stressed from working with the bees, although the level
of enjoyment and relaxation could be affected by the condition
of the hives and uncertainty about what to do next; 75% said
they found tending hives relaxing. There was a wide range of
words used to describe beekeeping—from peaceful and satisfying, to terrifying and mysterious (often mixed in the same
list).
Given that there were only 10 respondents who completed
the free online personality test and reported their results, I
will reserve reporting until more data are collected. I can say,
however, that 70% of those who completed the test scored as
introverts, which is opposite the ratio for the general population; it also looks like there is a large number of ‘sensing’ types
(those who prefer the concrete versus the abstract).
I would invite beekeepers who have not done so to complete
the questionnaire, which can be found on the BCHPA website.
I’m happy to continue compiling and reporting results, and
together to continue exploring the fascinating relationship
between humans and the honey bee. Thank you for your participation, and please don’t hesitate to contact me with your
feedback, questions, and ideas. ❀
Jo-Anne Stoltz, PhD
Adjunct Professor,
Educational Psychology and Leadership Studies
University of Victoria, Victoria BC
jstoltz@uvic.ca

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENTS

Battery & Solar Fence Controllers
Sun Scorpion

Pakton Probe

The Ultimate In Power!
The “ultimate”
diagnostic tool to find
faults fast!

Little Demon
From New
Zealand
The little
battery power
unit which
packs the
greatest
punch!

Portable Electric Systems • Electric nets complete with posts
General Farm • Equine Specialists• Wildlife Exclusion

FERRIS FENCING

Toll free 1-800-665-3307 Tel. 250-757-9677 Fax:250-757-9670
info@ferrisfencing.com www.ferrisfencing.com
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Lambi Fund Of Haiti – An Example Of Apiculture Aid
"A lambi is a conch shell. It is a symbol of
organizing here in Haiti that stretches back to
the slave rebellions 200 years ago. We blow it
to call people together. To communicate with
people from all over a region that it is time to
gather. To discuss. To organize. To work."
Founded jointly in 1994 by Haitians and Americans, the
Lambi Fund of Haiti is a unique grassroots organization whose
mission is to assist the popular, democratic movement in Haiti.
Its goal is to help strengthen civil society in Haiti as a necessary foundation for democracy and development.
The Southern Haiti Apiary Society (SASH), a grassroots
organization in Southern Haiti, was founded in 2003 by 12
local beekeepers. Initially, they came together and discussed
their problems with current beekeeping methods, the market,
and environmental changes like droughts.
As these discussions continued, they realized they should
work together in order to strengthen their beekeeping businesses. Their organizational goals include modernizing SASH
members' beekeeping apparatus, protecting the environment
and providing support for new members.
Prior to SASH's partnership with Lambi Fund, beekeeping
methods consisted of using half of a hollowed out tree log
placed on the ground with palm leaves stuffed in the ends. In
this enclosed space, bees would make their beehives and pro-

duce honey. This method made it difficult to effectively harvest
all of the honey, and what was produced lacked purity.
Lambi Fund provided funds for SASH to buy modern
beekeeping hives, smokers, extractors, veils, tools, and gloves.
Members attended workshops about effectively running and
managing a beekeeping business, and received training on
modern beekeeping techniques from an apiary expert.
Banyan trees surround the land where SASH members
keep their beeyards; they are attractive to bees and produce
high-quality golden honey. Droughts and continued deforestation have decreased the number of flowers available for bees
to pollinate. SASH members are committed to replanting tree
saplings throughout the region in partnership with the Lambi
Fund.
Before the earthquake of January 12, 2010, this organization was looking for opportunities to expand. They were
discussing possible international markets for exporting their
products. They also wanted to expand their inventory of beekeeping equipment. Whether or not they’re back to square one
is unknown at the time of publishing.
Editor’s note: The effects of the January earthquake on
SASH aren’t yet known. Apparently mangoes grow well in
Haiti, a crop that needs honey bee pollination. It’s very likely
that bees will be an integral part of Haiti’s eventual agricultural recovery. http://www.lambifund.org/ ❀

Visit our “full” service honeybee country store
Complete beekeeping equipment & supplies, queens, nucs and top quality hive
products including honey, pollen, royal jelly, propolis, sampler gift baskets,
candle making & apitherapy supplies. Honeyland also offers year round farm
tours, pollination, courses, seminars, and beekeeping consulting service.

Heavy Duty
Complete
One-piece Suit
w/ hood, any
size

$109

Courses and Seminars:

Condensed Beekeeping Level 1: Everything that you need to know to start beekeeping. Friday evening
+weekend, April 30-May 02, 2010. Cost: $199 plus tax; text book and handouts included.
Beekeeping Level 2: Covers production and processing of creamed honey, propolis, pollen, royaljelly
and bee venom; queen rearing, 2 queen system colony, swarm control and splits. Saturday, May 15,
2010, 9:30am-5:30pm. Cost: $99 + tax; hand-outs & queen grafting tool included.
Beekeeping Level 3: Covers Queen Selection and breeding program; CFIA certification of your
honey house; Date: Saturday, June 12, 2010; 9am -9pm. Cost: $150+ tax; handouts included.
Queen Rearing Workshop: Covers queen production, mating nucs and
re-queening. Saturday May 15, 2010,1:30-4:30pm; Cost: $28 + tax.

Open Tuesday – Sunday 9:30am-5:30pm

Honeyland Canada

17617 Ford Road , Pitt Meadows, BC V3Y 1Z1
Tel: 604-460-8889 • Toll Free 1-877-460-8889 • Fax: 604-460-8887
Email: info@HoneylandCanada.com Website: www.HoneylandCanada.com
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Packages/Nucs
available
Early March
Imported packages
June 01 to July 15
BC selected queens
and Nucs

Bees for Development Trust
Is an international charity working to promote sustainable
beekeeping to support livelihoods and to conserve biodiversity.
Through working in partnership with groups and associations
in developing countries we address the needs of beekeepers
through providing practical advice, enhancing skills and building capacity.
Why is there a need for Bees for Development?
We take a global view of beekeeping, especially that carried out by poor and marginalised beekeepers in developing
countries. This means we have unique insights into the trends
and challenges of
this neglected sector, and we can
offer resources to
build a valuable
sharing and learning network for the
beekeeping community.
There are other
NGOs who support beekeeping
but these NGOs
often come to us
for advice and
information, as
often
beekeeping is a secondary
activity for them. National governments in some countries
have beekeeping institutions and extension services but gradually these are being closed and eroded through under funding.
Beekeeping is difficult to categorise, unlike mainstream agriculture, and is often overlooked as a marginal poor-persons
activity, not worthy of investment and attention. This is the
main impetus for the work of Bees for Development.
What we do
The philosophy of Bees for Development is to assist people
living in poor and remote areas of the world, and to raise
awareness about the value of beekeeping for poverty alleviation.

GloryBee

We achieve this by:
• Maintaining and serving a global beekeeping network
• Compiling and distributing technical information
• Keeping beekeepers up-to-date with knowledge of events
and training opportunities
• Putting people in touch with each other to share and learn
• Undertaking research, leading development projects, and
advocating for policy change
• Offering a consultancy service to donors and development
projects who need expertise on beekeeping in development
• Publishing Bees for Development Journal and disseminating
to 130 countries
• Maintaining a Beekeeping Information Centre on our website:
http://www.beesfordevelopment.org
To learn more or to become a supporting member contact:
Bees for Development
PO Box 105
Monmouth, UK
NP25 9AA
Telephone: UK +44 (0) 1600 713648
Email: info@beesfordevelopment.org ❀

OUR BUSINESS.....
..... IS PACKAGING YOURS
We have a wide range of stock glass & plastic
containers including honey bears & bee hives.
We also carry a variety of plastic and metal lids,
including printed honey comb lids.

PLEASE CALL US FOR A QUOTE.

Beekeeping Supplies
GloryBee carries a wide selection of beekeeping
supplies for everyone from the hobbyist
beekeeper to the professional. Shop with us
online or request our FREE
108-page catalog today.
Equipment ◆ Tools ◆ Containers
Books ◆ Gifts ◆ HoneyStix ◆ Royal Jelly
Bee Pollen ◆ Propolis

Family Owned & Operated since 1975

www.GloryBeeFoods.com • (800) 456-7923

AMPAK DISTRIBUTION INC.
Unit 115 - 13480 Crestwood Place
Richmond BC V6V 2K1
Telephone: (604) 273-9631
Fax: (604) 273-1865
tgabel@ampak.ca
splester@ampak.ca
www.ampak.ca
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“The Super Little Wax Refinery”
By Lance Cuthill - East Kootenay Beekeeper
The honey has been extracted, clarified and put into containers - but now you have the wax cappings to deal with. For
the larger commercial beekeeper, there are spinners and wax
presses to squeeze out that last drop of honey and then the wax
is put in containers and shipped off to be made into foundation.
But, for the beekeeper with only a few hives, the question becomes: “what to do with that big bucket of sticky, honey-laden
chunks of cappings wax?”
Now, I admit that after the whole honey harvesting process,
I’m more than a little tired and when it comes to dealing with
the cappings wax, I procrastinate. I have dumped the whole
mess of cappings into some large plastic pails, slapped on the
lids and said “later.” This works to a point, but after there are
no more buckets and no more room to store them, something
has to be done. The following pictures show one of, no doubt,
many solutions that refine cappings into blocks of lovely, pure
beeswax.

Method
The cappings are
placed in the screened
strainer which sits on
top of the plastic tub.
These cappings are
allowed to drip dry
overnight and are
placed in plastic garbage bags (non-scented) until extracting
has been finished.

soldered into the pail near the bottom, on the opposite side to
the upper elbow. Note: the brass adapter is optional.
The bucket is filled half full of water and with just enough
cappings so that the water does not run out of the top copper
fitting. The bucket is then placed on a hot plate and the water
is heated to the point where the wax melts. Next, hot water is
poured down the 10 inch pipe until the pure wax, which has
floated to the top, runs out the top elbow. Note: a small piece of
galvanized window screen prevents any large pieces of debris
from running out the top. This wax is run into any convenient
plastic container, e.g. margarine, cottage cheese, etc.
Hint: if these plastic dishes of wax are placed in the
freezer to cool, the wax
will pop out a lot easier.
When no further wax
can be run off, the bucket
is allowed to cool and the
solidified remains are discarded. The pail is ready
for the next batch.
For further refinement,
the wax from these plastic containers can be processed in the same way as

TM

Tanks for Bulk Liquid
Storage & Handling

Next, the cappings are melted down in hot water using a
10-litre melting bucket described below. The bucket idea makes
use of the fact that the cleanest melted wax floats up to the top
when in hot water. By
adding more water under the melted wax, the
wax will rise up and the
cleanest wax will be the
first to flow out of a spout
on the bucket.
Bucket: The melting
bucket is a galvanized,
10-litre water pail with
a 3/4 inch x 45 degree
copper elbow soldered in
near the top on one side.
A 3/4 inch 90 degree
elbow with a 10 inch
length of copper pipe is
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Stainless Steel Liquid Storage
Container w/ Temp Control

Liquid & Bulk Materials
Handling Bins & Containers

Liquid and Bulk Materials
Handling Products for
the Food Production &
Processing Industry
“If It Flows – We Go With It !” TM
BARR stocks and handles a wide
variety of complementary products for
the Food Industry and provides
complete custom plastics fabrication
services to tailor many of our standard
products to your specific need.
Call on our knowledgeable team today
to provide you with advice and the
equipment you need to add value to
your processes, make things easier on
your people and facilities and save you
money !

Cone Bottom Tanks for Full
Drainage of Mixed Solutions

Plastic Sheet and Metal Materials

1-800-665-4499

KAMLOOPS BCHPA Semi-Annual Meeting
& One-Day IPM Workshop
BUSINESS MEETING*
Desert Gardens Community Centre
540 Seymour Street
Saturday, March 13 • 10am – 4pm
CASUAL DROP-IN DINNER
Jade Garden Chinese Restaurant
298 Third Avenue Tel 250-851-9368
Saturday, March 13
anytime after 6:30pm
IPM WORKSHOP**
Desert Gardens Community Centre
540 Seymour Street
Sunday, March 14 • 8:30am – 4pm
* There is no charge for BCHPA Members to attend
the Saturday business meeting. An optional lunch is
available for $12 at the door.
** Preregister for the Workshop.
$30 FEE INCLUDES reference material and lunch.
Go to page 28 & 29 for details and REGISTRATION
Or the BCHPA website: bcbeekeepers.com

March 13 – 14

ACCOMMODATION
Hotels in Downtown Kamloops – please note that these are
all within walking distance of both the meeting location
at the Community Centre and the restaurant where people
are welcome to drop by on Saturday to share a meal and
visit. Parking is usually included with your stay. To ensure
the preferred room rates we recommend that you contact
the hotels directly rather than through their centralized toll
free numbers. If you have any problems obtaining a room,
please contact Ian Farber:
tel 250-579-8518 or email Ian_Farber@telus.net
Coast Canadian
$82 standard
(limited availability)
$102 deluxe
contact Angela
250-372-5201
Sandman Inn
$89 standard
$99 suite
contact Shirley
250-374-1218

Plaza
$79 standard
contact Gary
250-377-8075
Executive Inn
$109 standard
contact Mark
250-372-2281
Thompson
$119 standard
contact Stephanie
250-374-1999

the cappings. The clear, pure wax can be run into silicone
muffin baking pans where the wax “muffins” will pop out
easily.
The plastic tub and strainer were purchased at WalMart
and the bucket and fittings came from Home Hardware.

What to do with the wax? I have found the local market
demand for pure, natural beeswax easily exceeds the wax we
have available. No doubt, rendering wax one bucketful at a
time might be considered by some to be an unprofitable adventure. For me the finished product is worth the effort. ❀
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Continuation of the BCBBA Queen Testing Project by Kettle Valley Queens
and an Outline of the APIS Varroa Resistance Work in 2009
By Elizabeth Huxter, Kettle Valley Queens, Grand Forks, BC
The BC Bee Breeders’ Association (BCBBA) Queen Testing Project (QTP) ended in 2008. Kettle Valley Queens (KVQ)
with the support of the Dr. Leonard Foster’s UBC Centre for
High-Throughput Biology has continued the selection process
and isolated breeding of top performing hives. This year 81
closed mated queens were assessed for spring build up, mite
natural drops, hygienic behavior and disease profiles. Also
three yards of open mated queens were assessed for economic
traits and mite natural drops. Testing for hygienic behavior
with the liquid nitrogen freezing technique was carried out on
hives with low natural drops and high scoring economic traits.
Then the top closed mated queens were selected as breeders for
isolated breeding. Eighty-five hives of closed mated and other
selected queens were put into winter for testing this spring.
The chart below (created by Dr. Marta Guarna) illustrates
the improvement of the hygienic behavior trait over the last
three years of testing the hives for the QTP stock. The x axis
(brown, green, and yellow bars) shows the three years of data
collection. The y axis shows the expression of hygienic behaviour each year for all project colonies. These are broken down
into four ranges, each representing the rate of freeze-killed
brood removed in a 24 hour period. By 2009 over 40% of colonies reached the 81 - 100 percent removal rate. Over the three
years there has been a marked improvement in the number of
hives speedily cleaning out the dead brood.

Kettle Valley Queens also collaborated on the Varroa Resistance portion of the APIS project with the team from Dr.
Leonard Foster’s UBC Centre for High-Throughput Biology
and Dr. Steve Pernal’s team from the federal Agriculture Beaverlodge Reseach Station. The APIS project team decided to
investigate proteomic profiles of four traits: hygienic behavior,
VSH behavior, grooming behavior, and final varroa population.
Queens representing the Minnesota hygienic stock, the USDA
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VSH stock, Manitoba grooming stock, high and low resistant
stocks from the QTP, and KVQ stock were established in infested one-kilogram packages in June with the help of Andony
Melanthoupolos. Forty-five colonies were established in one
yard. The packages were made up from large bulk bee boxes
to insure uniform mite levels. Two sets of two natural drops
were made in August, along with two sets of hygienic tests.
In mid-August data was collected on the area of capped brood
and weight of bees in the hives. As well, samples of bees were
taken to assess the phoretic mite load and brood infestation.
These brood samples are presently being examined at the Beaverlodge Research Farm to determine infestation and varroa
sensitive behavior (VSH). In early August the UBC team collected samples of antennae and 5th instar larvae from all the
hives for proteomic profiling.
Four Measured Characters:
Hygienic behavior helps hives resist chalkbrood and AFB.
Hygienic bees detect and clean out diseased AFB and chalkbrood cells before the levels of the disease becomes too high. If
equipment is heavily soiled with the bacteria and fungus even
hygienic hives will not necessarily be able to deal with the
disease. Hygienic behavior is not one of the prime traits for
varroa resistance. Populations selected for rapid hygienic behavior provide some suppression of varroa population growth,
but require periodic treatment with acaricides to prevent damage. Hygienic hives do remove varroa infested pupae, but at
much lower rates than the VSH stock. The Minnesota HYG
stock was selected to help define the differences in the protein profiles of the two types of hygienic stocks (Minnesota
hygienic and VSH).
The test for hygienic behavior is to freeze patches of capped
brood with liquid nitrogen and then examine them 24 and 48
hours later to see what percentage of the cells were opened and
cleaned out.
SMR/VSH behavior also has a hygienic behavior component. Originally, the behavior was identified in studies for varroa resistance and named SMR or suppressed mite reproduction since the varroa infested cells had much higher numbers
of cells with nonreproducing mites. (Harbo and Harris, 1999)
Then Spivak and Reuter found that the SMR stock was also
very hygienic when tested with the liquid nitrogen freeze killed
brood test and the name was changed to Varroa Sensitive Hygiene or VSH. The SMR/VSH not only are highly hygienic but
they also selectively detect, uncap and remove varroa mite infested pupae at a significantly higher rate than the HYG stocks.
Recent research by Harris, Danka and Villa showed the detection and cleaning out is not dependent on the reproductive status of the mites in the infested capped brood cells. Another
difference of the VSH stock is their ability to reduce the fertility of the mites. This is not an adult bee behavior as originally thought, but is similar to the Africanized bees where the
worker brood has a separate affect on varroa mite reproductive
success. ( see: Ibrahim A., Spivak M. (2006) The relationship
between hygienic behavior and suppression of mite reproduc-

tion as honey bee (Apis mellifera) mechanisms of resistance to
Varroa destructor, Apidologie 37, 31-40.)
The test for VSH behavior is to measure the mite population
growth and look for high percentages of infested cells with nonreproductive mites. Other quicker methods to assay for VSH
involve looking for the percentage of recapped cells in hives
with mite infestations of 5 percent or lower.
Dr. Steve Pernal of the Beaverlodge Field station imported the 100 percent VSH queens from Glenn Apiaries in 2008.
Then, in the spring of 2009, Andony Melanthoupolos inseminated a set of queens to test in Grand Forks. The VSH/SMR
stock is particularly important because presently the stock is
rated the highest for control of varroa mites as the chart below shows. (Chart Characterizing Line differences from Tom
Glenn’s, Glenn Apiaries website).

FLYING
DUTCHMAN
Early
March
Packages

Feed Bee
Pollen
Substitute

Varroa Nator
Screened Bottom Boards
BEE SUPPLIES, PACKAGES
NUCS AND QUEENS
Vancouver Island Pollination Services
6124 Metral Dr., Nanaimo BC V9T 2L6
Phone 250-390-2313 1-877-390-6890
Fax 250-390-5180
E-mail: flydutch@telus.net Stan & Cheryl Reist

Grooming Behavior is characterized by honey bees removing the varroa mites from themselves and other bees in the hive.
Often the bees will damage the mites with their mandibles putting dents in the carapace, removing legs or chewing the edges
of the carapace. We are using the ratio of natural drop varroa
mite infestation to help indicate grooming behavior. A higher
natural drop for a similar infestation level may indicate the
colony is exhibiting grooming behavior. As the chart above indicates grooming is presently not one of the traits highlighted
for selection in the United States, but in Austria and Mexico
varroa resistant stocks rely heavily on this trait for their success
in keeping varroa levels down.
Final Varroa Population data allows us to calculate the mite
population growth, the classic measure for varroa resistant behavior.
Future Work
In 2010, two of the highest and lowest colonies for each of
the four traits will be selected to be crossbred in a partial diallel
cross to allow us to take the observed variation and determine
what proportion is heritable. This cross will also allow us to
calculate to what extent different traits are genetically correlated (share common genes). And lastly, the crosses will help to
identify modifier genes and their types of influence. The crosses
will also help link protein profiles or markers to the traits. In
turn, these protein markers may be used to develop diagnostic
tests for the selected traits, making bee breeders’ work simpler,
faster and more cost-effective. ❀

Friendly Service
Quality Products
Mann Lake Ltd. is here to serve all
your supply and feeding needs.
♦ Woodenware
♦ Extracting Equipment
♦ Containers & Labels
♦ Medications
♦ Protective Clothing
♦ Feeds
♦ Queen Rearing

Mann Lake Ltd.

Hackensack, MN

Woodland, CA

800-880-7678
800-880-7694
www.mannlakeltd.com
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Canada & BC Fund Farm Business Development Planning
The British Columbia /Canada Farm Business Advisory Services program is now available for BC farmers.
The program will help producers access basic financial analysis and specialized business planning services that will enable
them to make better, more informed management decisions.
The program provides two levels of funding support to producers for business consulting services. Tier one provides consulting services for a basic farm financial assessment to a value of
up to $1,900, at a cost of only $100 to the producer. Tier two
covers up to 85 percent of the cost of consulting services to a
maximum of $3,000, for specialized business planning to adopt
progressive farm business management practices and strategies
in nine business management areas. They include:
·
·
·
·
·

Business strategy
Business structure
Production economics
Risk assessment
Succession planning

·
·
·
·

Marketing strategy
Human resources
Value-added ventures
Financial management

To access funding through the Farm Business Advisory Services program, producers must complete a self-assessment
workbook called "Taking Stock" which results in a farm action
plan. Once their application has been approved, the applicant can select from a list of pre-approved consultants to begin

Bee Culture

THE MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN BEEKEEPING
Here’s what you’ll get
• Honey bees • Beekeeping • Beekeepers •
• Honey • Propolis • Bee Equipment •
• Beeswax • Current Research •
• Beginning Beekeeping How-To •
• Sideline Beekeeping • New Products •
• Honey Recipes • Book Reviews •
• Market Reports • More • More • More • More!

Skip the secretary • Call Today
Tell Us What Club You’re In –
Get The Discount
GET YOUR
BEE CLUB DISCOUNT
$21/1 year • $38/2 years
Postage for each subscription $15 per year

Send check to:

Bee Culture Magazine
623 Liberty, Medina OH 44256 or call
330-725-6677, Ext. 3220 with credit card
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the business planning process. For more information about the
program or to apply, contact B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Agri-Food Business Development Program at 1-877
702-5585 (toll-free) or directly to Kerry Clark at kerry.clark@
gov.bc.ca ❀

Generosity is
giving more than you can,
and pride is taking less than you need.
- Kahlil Gibran

Kettle Valley Queens
Breeding sustainable stock today for a brighter future
Queens ~ April - September
Nucs ~ April - June
Elizabeth & Terry Huxter (250) 442-5204 Email: lizandterry@gmail.com
4880 WELL ROAD • GRAND FORKS, B.C. V0H 1H5

Ash Apiaries
Custom packed
“Creamed Honey”
• Any size or amount
• Your honey or ours
• Labeled
• Palletized and shrink wrapped

Call Bryan, Grant or Floyd
Tel: 204-548-2036
Fax: 204-548-2112
www.ashapiaries.com

Start Planning Now for May 29, 2010

Day of the Honey Bee in British Columbia
Interest in celebrating the Day of the
Honey Bee seems to be building. Folks in
Port Alberni, Ashcroft, Victoria and Duncan
have already established municipal support,
asking local councils to match the provincial proclamation we received a few weeks
back. Beekeepers in the lower mainland are
planning to have exhibits in Richmond, Vancouver and North Vancouver City involving
local politicians. Mike and Judy Campbell
will have a day of activities at Campbell's
Gold out in Aldergrove.
We are still waiting to hear from regional
reps and clubs about their plans. We are
planning to send out a press kit to help local
clubs interested in attracting media attention. We will also likely produce a brochure
about bees that can be handed out at farmers
markets or wherever folks gather to learn
about how important bees are in our lives.
If you need help or ideas please contact
me at bygarr@telus.net. May 29, 2010 will
come on us faster than we know it!
Good luck.
Allen Garr
2nd VP BCHPA
Editor’s note: to learn more about Day of
the Honey Bee, check out international organizer and founder Shane Ekdahl of Saskatoon’s FaceBook group: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=81924612191
In his own words, Shane explains: "Day of
the Honey Bee was a project that I began
May 29, 2009 because I saw a problem with
general public awareness regarding honey
bee losses across the globe. Honey bees are
dying at alarming rates in every country
where they are raised." ❀
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Spring Workshops
REGISTRATION FORM
Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
IPM Workshops
$30 Registration fee includes
reference materials and lunch
KAMLOOPS
Sunday, March 14
CASTLEGAR Sunday, May 16
COMOX
Sunday, May 16

BCHPA Semi-Annual
Meeting Weekend
LIMITED SPACE
Register for Kamloops
by March 1 to Enter
the EARLY BEE DRAW
of 2 QUEENS

Queen Rearing

LANGLEY April 24 & 25

These weekend courses are meant for Master Beekeepers.
Emphasis is on grafting and selecting stock for production
of bees with Varroa Sensitive Hygiene (VSH) and other
sustainable traits. Space is very limited; Langley 30,
Williams Lake 15.

$100 Registration fee includes reference materials,
and two lunches

WILLIAMS LAKE June 12 & 13
$150 Registration fee includes reference materials,
two lunches, and Saturday evening BBQ

Name ____________________________________________

Location of Workshop (s)

Address __________________________________________

___________________________________________

City ______________________________________________

Workshop (s) Fee ____________________

Postal Code _______________________________________

Mail with cheque to:
BCHPA 2010 Workshops

Phone (

) ____________________________________

Email ____________________________________________

PO Box 1650
Comox, BC V9M 8A2

The British Columbia Honey Producers Association wishes to acknowledge the support of the Agri-Food Futures Fund, Beekeeping Industry Development Initiative and the following organizations for making these workshops possible: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, the B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Lands, and the Investment Agriculture Foundation of B.C. Sponsorship was also provided by APIS Project University of British Columbia,
Iotron Industries Canada Inc., and Medivet Pharmaceuticals Ltd.
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BE THE BEST BEEKEEPER
YOU CAN BE
The BC Honey Producers’ Association is hosting five Integrated Pest Management (IPM) workshops this
spring. Space is limited. The educational workshops will provide beekeepers with a forum for discussions
with, and access to qualified professionals.
The objectives of the workshops are:
• To educate beekeepers in the most current integrated
pest management strategies in order to reduce the
dependency on chemicals and drugs to increase colony
survival.
• To improve the efficacy of various control products
which will contribute to improved food safety and
quality.
• To provide beekeepers with improved management
systems that will be more effective and environmentally
sustainable.
• To educate beekeepers in the production of optimum
food quality so that they may increase their marketing
and income potential.

One-Day Integrated Pest Management Workshops
$30 registration fee
includes reference materials and lunch
KAMLOOPS
March 14
COMOX
May 16
CASTLEGAR
May 16
2 Two-Day Queen Rearing Workshops
Space is limited (Langely 30, Williams Lake 15)
Please confirm availability in advance
LANGLEY
April 24 & 25
$100 registration fee includes
reference material and two lunches
WILLIAMS LAKE*
June 12 & 13
MUST CONFIRM SPACE AVAILABILITY
diane@dunawayranch.com tel 250-297-6399
$150 registration fee
includes reference material,
two lunches and evening BBQ

MARCH 13 – 14, 2010 KAMLOOPS
BCHPA Semi-Annual Meeting & One-Day IPM Workshop
BUSINESS MEETING*
Desert Gardens
Seniors’ Community Centre
540 Seymour Street
Saturday, March 13
10am – 4pm

CASUAL DINNER
Jade Garden Chinese Restaurant
298 Third Avenue
Tel 250-851-9368
Saturday, March 13
Any time after 6:30pm

IPM WORKSHOP**
Desert Gardens
Seniors’ Community Centre
540 Seymour Street
Sunday, March 14
8:30am – 4pm

* There is no charge for BCHPA Members to attend the Saturday business meeting,
an optional lunch is available for $12 at the door.
** Preregister for the workshop. $30 fee includes reference material and Sunday lunch.

The Kamloops IPM Workshop presenters are:
Mail your Kamloops IPM
Registration before March 1, 2010
to be eligible for the Early Bee
Draw of 2 Queens!

Dr. Abdullah Ibrahim of Beaverlodge Research Station
Dr Marta Guama from APIS Project, UBC
Liz Huxter BC Queen Breeder
Brenda Jager BC Queen Breeder
Robert Krag-Hansen of Iotron Industries
Lance Cuthill Educator and Kootenay Bee Inspector

For Kamloops accommodation details see page 23 of this issue
REGISTRATION FORM ON Page 28
or visit the BCHPA website:bcbeekeepers.com
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Packaged Bees - Handling, Hiving & Spring Management
Package bees are used to establish
new colonies and replace winter losses. Packages may come from British
Columbia, Australia and New Zealand.
Honey bee queens may be imported
from New Zealand, Australia, Hawaii,
approved sources of the continental
USA, and Chile. Imported queens are
often placed in bee packages produced
in British Columbia.
A. The Package of Bees
A package of bees usually weighs 1
or 1.5 kg (2 or 3 lbs). The 2 lbs package
contains approximately 8,000 bees; the
3 lbs package has about 12,000 bees.
The bees are shipped in a box with four
wooden sides and screened material in
the front and back. It is 22 cm (8.5”)
high, 40 cm (16”) wide and 14 cm (5.5”)
deep. An inverted can filled with sugar
syrup and placed inside the box provides
feed for the bees during transit. Some
New Zealand packages are shipped in
tubular containers with a gelled feeding
source.
The package contains a young queen
that had started laying prior to being
caged and shipped. The queen is kept in
a small wooden cage with one screened
side. The caged queen is well-protected
during transit and fed through the screen.
This contact with the bees improves her
acceptance when the package is hived.
B. Ordering Packages
Packages should be ordered early.
Orders can be placed with a BC producer
or local supplier. Some local beekeeper
clubs place a large single order to economize on price, permits and shipping.
When ordering from overseas sources, valid federal import permits must
accompany shipment. For detailed information, please visit the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency (CFIA) website at
www.inspection,gc.ca or call 403-2925828.
Packages should arrive approximately
10 to 12 weeks prior to the main nectar
flow. In northern areas, the nectar flow
does not start until July, allowing for
packages to arrive in mid to late April.
For southern areas where the nectar
flow starts in mid to late June, a late
April delivery does not offer enough
time for population build up unless a
three-pound package or nuc is used.
Beekeepers in southern areas are less
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dependent on packages since wintering
of bees is easier.

C. Getting Ready for Package Arrival
• Equipment and supplies must be ready
before packages arrive. Bottom board,
hive body, inner cover and hive cover
should be ready to use. Combs should
be selected and placed in the brood
chamber.
• Preparation of the brood chamber.
Nine or ten frames are used in the brood
chamber. When using ten, start with nine
frames when the package is installed,
and add the tenth frame one week later.
Use frames with honey and pollen
stores when available. If the frames are
numbered 1 to 9, then frames 1, 2, 8, and
9 should contain honey, while 3 and 7
should have pollen. The central frames
4, 5, and 6 should be about 75% free of
honey and pollen to provide room for
brood development. Some dead brood
from the previous year (disease free!)
in the center frames is of no concern
because the bees will quickly clean it
out.
Install an entrance reducer for the
colony to conserve energy and prevent
robbing.
When many colonies are being established from packages, entrances must be
blocked off completely by stuffing grass
to prevent robbing. The grass can be
replaced with an entrance reducer only
after the bees have settled.
• Apiary Site Selection. A sunny,
wind-protected and well drained location
should be selected. Sunlight will warm
the colony and stimulate foraging.
• Sugar Syrup. Prepare a sugar syrup
solution of 1:1 sugar-water before the
package is installed. Antibiotics may

be added for foulbrood disease control.
Read the label for rate of application.
Add the antibiotic to COOL syrup only,
just before using. (Note: When introducing bees from outside sources, it is
recommended to apply antibiotics. For
normal beekeeping management practices, MAFF no longer recommends
the preventative use of antibiotics. Use
drugs only when needed).
D. Handling Packages on Arrival
• Care on Arrival. When transporting
packages from the pick up point to the
apiary, prevent chilling or overheating.
If packages are transported in an open
truck or trailer in colder weather, a tarpaulin should be used. Check for overheating, especially during frequent or
longer stops. (Carry water hose or plastic
bucket for emergency. In case of longer
stops in warm weather, hose packages
directly or sprinkle water from bucket).
After arrival, bees should be kept at
room temperature (not exceeding 21’C).
Sprinkle the screen sides with warm
sugar syrup or use a handheld spray
bottle not previously used for pesticide
applications. DO NOT use a brush in
applying syrup onto the screens as this
may injure the feet and tongues of the
bees. After the bees have filled themselves with syrup, they will remain quiet
until the package is hived. Keep the
packages at about 18’C and preferably
in a dark storage area. Packaged bees
cannot be kept for much longer than 7
days.
E. Installing Packages
• Timing. Have the hive equipment
in position before bringing the package
to the apiary. Take off the lid and inner
cover, and temporarily remove three
or four adjacent frames from the brood
chamber. These frames may be from
the center, right or left side of the brood
chamber.
To install the bees, first take the
package, grasp the feeding can with one
hand, and lift it up about one inch. Then,
while holding the feeding can, give the
package a sharp shock by hitting the
ground. This will shake the bees onto
the bottom of the cage, allowing for
quick removal of the can without clinging bees. While the bees are still at the
bottom, quickly remove the queen cage
being held by a metal strip in a slit next
to the can opening.

Keep the queen cage separate. Take
the package, insert upside down into the
hive and shake the bees through the hole.
Continue to shake until all the bees have
been dislodged from the cage. Once in
the hive, bees may be lightly sprayed
with sugar syrup or clean water to reduce
flying and drifting. This should not be
done when the weather is cold.
After the bees have been hived, gently re-install the frames.
• Releasing the Queen. Before release,
check on the condition of the queen. If
the queen is dead, contact your shipper
or dealer for replacement.
If the queen has been with the bees in
the package for 3 days or longer, use the
direct release method. Lightly sprinkle
some sugar syrup through the screen to
dampen the queen’s wings, as this will
prevent flight. Carefully remove one of
the staples of the queen cage without
allowing the screen to open. Hold the
queen cage down in the hive where the
bees are, partially remove the screen and
allow the queen to walk out onto the
combs.
If the queen and the bees have not
been together for 3 days, do not release
the queen. Place the cage vertically
between 2 center frames so that the bees
can feed the queen through the screen.
After 1 or 2 days, remove the cork for
the queen to come out.
F. Feeding
Feeding syrup helps the colony to settle down and establish itself. If an inner
cover is used, the feeding can or jar is
inverted and placed over the hole. Make
sure the lid of the feeding jar or can has
very small holes to prevent leakage of
sugar syrup. (Note: The holes in the lid
can be prepared using a nail. Make sure
the sharp edges point inward to prevent
bee injury while feeding on the syrup).
After the inverted can or jar has been
installed, place an empty super on the
inner cover and close the hive with the
lid. This will protect the syrup from
cooling down rapidly as well as prevent
robbing. Alternatively, a frame feeder
can be used inside the hive.
G. Management of Package Bees
Bees are perishable and colonies continuously lose bees, which are normally
replaced by new bees during the beekeeping season. In a package, there is no
brood and consequently no replacement.
After installation, the population of
bees will continue to decline for several
weeks. The queen will start laying 2 or
3 days after installation, but it will take

another 21 days before the first replacement bees emerge. To assist in colony establishment and maximize brood
development, keep the hive entrance
small, and ensure ample pollen and sugar
or honey reserves.
Providing ample feed is most important. Prepare a heavy syrup mix of 2
parts sugar to 1 part of water and feed the
bees whenever weather prevents foraging and nectar secretion. This is particularly important during the spring dearth
period, after dandelion and fruit bloom.
Second most important is the presence and performance of the queen.
Look for eggs and capped brood. If the
brood is patchy or the capped brood is
raised, the queen may be poorly mated
and need prompt replacement.
When & What to Check:
On day 4 or 5 after package installation, check for brood to confirm that
the queen is laying. Select a comb in the
center of the cluster by first removing
outer frames. Carefully lift the frame
and look for eggs. Eggs are small, white
and stand right up in the bottom of the
cell. If eggs are present, place the frame
back into the hive. It is not necessary to
continue inspecting frames and search
for the queen.
After 10 – 14 days, check again for
brood and brood pattern. Solid capped
brood pattern should be present. If the
queen is absent or the brood is unsatisfactory, a new queen should be introduced. (Do NOT use the direct release
method).
If brood appears spotty and irregular, closely examine for brood diseases. When suspect cells are found,
collect sample(s) and mail to BCMAFFApiculture for identification. Also refer
to Factsheet #204.
H. Use of Foundation
Straight beeswax foundation can

be used instead of drawn combs. It is
recommended to provide the package
colony with at least two frames of drawn
comb so the queen can start laying.
When foundation frames are used,
it is imperative to offer the bees plenty
of syrup (2 parts sugar : 1 part water).
One should plan for about 20 liters (5
gallons) per hive. With ample syrup,
about 25% of the comb will be drawn
in 8 days, 45% in 12 days and 80% in
21 days. (Note that for every kilogram
of wax, at least four kilograms of syrup
are needed).
Summary
For the successful development of a
package colony, the following should be
provided:
• sunny, well drained, wind protected
site
• entrance reducer
• plenty of sugar syrup
• regular checks for queen performance
For further information about spring
management, refer to Factsheet #401 or
visit the Ministry of Agriculture website
www.al.gov.bc.ca/apiculture. ❀

Provincial Apiculturist
Paul van Westendorp
1767 Angus Campbell Rd.
Abbotsford, BC V3G 2M3
ph. 604 556-3129
fx. 604 556-3030
Paul.vanWestendorp@gov.bc.ca
Apiculture Technologist
Daniela Bates
ph. 604-556-3152
fx. 604-556-3030
Daniela.Bates@gov.bc.ca

MITE WIPE
Safe method for applying formic acid
to control bee mites in honeybee
colonies

MUNRO HONEY
Telephone (519) 847-5333
Fax (519) 847-5340
E-mail: info@munrohoney.com
Website:www.munrohoney.com
Also available from Medivet Pharmaceuticals and Beemaid Honey
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British Columbia Bee Breeders Association
ASHCROFT HONEY

FLYING DUTCHMAN

NICOLA VALLEY APIARIES

Joe & Marguerite Lomond
Box 567 Savona, B.C. V0K 2J0.
marglomond@gmail.com (250) 373-2540
QN

Stan & Cheryl Reist
6124 Metral Drive Nanaimo, B.C. V9T 2L6
dutchman@island.net
flydutch@telus.net
(250) 390-2313
Fax(250) 390-5180
QNP

Alan & Meg Paulson
Box 1995 Merritt, B.C. V1K 1B8
meg or alan@nicolavalleyhoney.com
(250) 378-5208 Fax(250) 378-5208
QNC

BABE’S HONEY FARM
Mark Pitcher
334 Walton Place, Victoria, Bc V8X 3X1
(250) 658-8319 mpitcher@uvic.ca
CQNP

BARRY BEADMAN
RR1 Site 2, Comp 21 Oliver, B.C. V0H 1T0
barry&diane@telus.net
(250) 498-3153
QN

GOLDEN EARS APIARIES
Jean-Marc LeDorze
33197 Ito Place Mission, B.C. V2V 3W7
jmcshipley@shaw.ca
(604) 820-6924
Fax(604) 820-6924
QNCP

HARDIE HONEY
BEE HAVEN FARM
Steve & Gail Mitchell
4820 Wilson Road Duncan, B.C. V9L 6L6
beehaven@shaw.ca
(250) 746-9916
Fax(250) 746-9233
QNP

Blaine & Jan Hardie
4035 Robson Road Duncan, B.C. V9L 6G7
hardiehoney@shaw.ca
(250) 746-4389
Fax(250) 746-4389
QNPB

HONEYBEE CENTRE
BEES ‘N’ GLASS
Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
P.O. Box 149 Lake Cowichan, B.C. V0R 2G0
lindahls@shaw.ca
(250) 749-3800
QNPS

John Gibeau
7480 176 Street Surrey, B.C. V3S 8E7
info@honeybeecentre.com
(604) 575-2337
Fax(604) 575-2338
QNP

BRENDA'S BEES

JINGLEPOT APIARIES

Brenda Jager
Gabriola Island
250-755-5834 bzbees@telus.net
Q/C

Sol Nowitz
2262 E. Wellington Road Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 6V8
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
(250) 753-9619
QNP

FLOWER POWER APIARIES
Michael McLennan
4550 Hillview Road Grand Forks, B.C. V0H
1H5
(250) 442-2933
Fax(250) 442-2933
NPB

• Q=Queens
• P = Packages
• C = Queen Cells
• N = Nucs
• S= Shook Swarm
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Ed Nowek
5011 Bella Vista Road Vernon, B.C. V1H 1A1
beeworld@junction.net (250) 542-8088
QN

PURPLE GOLD APIARIES
Ron & Trudi Simonson
16431 78 Avenue Surrey, B.C. V4N 0M3
info@purplegoldhoney.com
(604) 574-6272
Fax(604) 574-6242
QNP

ROD JO MOODY APIARIES
Rodney & Jo Moody
1575 Robson Lane, RR #1
Cowichan Bay, B.C. V0R 1N1
rodjo@telus.net
(250) 743-1939
Q

SILVER STAR APIARIES
Richard Springborn
P.O. Box 186,Vernon, B.C. V1T 6M2
250-379-2567
N

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
Blair & Cheryl Tarves
208 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, B.C. V0X 1C2
(250) 499-2555
QN

JOHN GATES
1262 Round Lake Road Armstrong, B.C. V0E 1B5
johngates@telus.net
(250) 546-6212
Q NC

KETTLE VALLEY QUEENS

• B = Bulk Bees

PLANET BEE APIARIES

Terry & Elizabeth Huxter
4880 Wells Road Grand Forks, B.C. V0H 1H5
lizandterry@gmail.com
(250) 442-5204
Fax(250) 442-3300
QN

SWEETACRE APIARIES
Bill Stagg
2169 Lakeview Drive Sorrento, B.C. V0E 2W2
hnywgn@telus.net (250) 675-4863
QN

VAN ISLE APIARIES AND BEE PRODUCTS
Grant Stringer
8183 Alec Rd., Saanichton, B.C. V8M 1S3
Ph. (250) 652-9834 Fax:(250) 665-6121
e-mail: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
QNB

NEIDIG APIARIES

WILD MOUNTAIN HONEY FARMS

9090 Birch Place, Delta, BC V4C 7M4
<wayneneidig@hotmail.com>
Tel 604-591-1385
Q

Dianne Wells & Reg Kienast
4471 Hallam Road Armstrong, B.C. V0E 1B4
dianne.reg@gmail.com (250) 546-6149
QNS

Getting Seedy on Saturdays and Sundays this Spring
Local Beekeeping Clubs Encouraged
to Participate
Seedy Saturday (and Sunday) is not
one event, but an annual series of separate events that have sprung up across the
country, organized by Seeds of Diversity
Canada (www.seeds.ca). Seedy Saturday
is a non-profit public event, operated by
volunteers for the betterment of the local
gardening community. It brings together
home gardeners, seed savers, native
plant collectors, agriculture conservation
groups, community gardeners and local
seed companies that sell open-pollinated
varieties of vegetables, fruits, flowers,
grains and herbs.
The event began in 1989 in Vancouver and has spread across Canada, giving
people a chance to come together to learn
more about seed saving and biodiversity
conservation. Come meet local people
who share your interest in seeds!
You can find help for your garden,
swap your favourite seeds with other gar-

deners, and buy open-pollinated heritage
seeds and plants which are not genetically engineered and which grow well in
organic and low input conditions.
About Seeds for Diversity
Seeds of Diversity is a Canadian
charitable organization dedicated to the
conservation, documentation and use
of public-domain non-hybrid plants of
Canadian significance. With over 1400
members from coast to coast, the organization includes gardeners, farmers,
teachers, scientists, agricultural historians, researchers and seed vendors.
Together they grow, propagate and
distribute over 1900 varieties of vegetables, fruit, grains, flowers and herbs

– operating as a living gene bank.
Formerly known as the Heritage Seed
Program, a project of the Canadian Organic Growers since 1984, Seeds of Diversity Canada is now an Independent
charitable corporation operated by a volunteer board of directors. Their work is
funded mainly by membership fees and
private donations.
Members receive a 40-page magazine
Seeds of Diversity three times a year,
plus the annual Seed Exchange Directory. Through the annual Seed Exchange,
members are able to obtain samples of
over 2200 varieties of seeds and plants
offered by other members in exchange
for return postage. ❀

IN YOUR BUSINESS,
PRECAUTIONS ARE A WAY
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Apistan® anti-varroa mite strips are an essential
part of any varroa mite control program.
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Book Review:

Cultivating the Wild

Gardening with Native Plants
of British Columbia’s Southern Interior and Eastern Washington
By Ian Farber, BCHPA Librarian
and Education Chairperson
Indigenous plants may sometimes be overlooked as a major
component of the rich floral diversity of British Columbia’s
arid Interior regions. Eva Durance’s new book (c. 2009)
Cultivating the Wild is an excellent guidebook to the identification of native plants and their incorporation into residential
gardens. Whether the reader’s plan is to augment an existing
garden with a few native species or to develop a truly native
plant garden, this book will be a valuable resource. Xeriscape
gardening principles (i.e. ways that reduce or eliminate the
need for supplemental irrigation) are provided in some detail,
as the geographical region this book covers is arid.
Cultivating the Wild is a guide to many of the native plants
of BC’s Southern Interior. These indigenous plants are identified and the book provides useful tips on how to cultivate
them in public and private garden settings. “The principle
charm of growing native plants is that they belong here.”
Also mentioned are some examples of the interrelationship of
native plants with insects, butterflies and birds. Historic First
Nations plant usage (ethnobotany) is provided. For example,
the Okanagan’s Sy’lix people considers Saskatoon Berry as
one of their ‘sacred food chiefs.”

The front cover of Cultivating the Wild features a lovely
image of one of the first harbingers of spring, the Arrow-leaved
Balsamroot, also known as Okanagan Sunflower. In “interesting facts” about Blue Flax, readers learn that flax stems have
been used to make linens for centuries. Both the English name
and the botanical genus for Blue Flax come from the Latin, Old
English and Greek words for thread, rope or linen.

To order your copy of Cultivating the Wild, you can order
directly through the author Eva Durance (email: edurance@
vip.net) or through Nature Guides of BC (website: www.natureguidesbc.com) at the current price of $22.95 CAD. ❀

Honey Farm Tours & Gifts
In the section on Fusion Gardens (a garden with some
native plants included), design plans are presented in an illustrated manner. Practical tips on soil composition, fertilizing,
watering and irrigation, pruning and propagation are presented.
Sources for obtaining native plants are provided.
Many colour photos highlight the clearly stated descriptions
of each of the 80 or more grasses, trees, shrubs, and perennials included in this book. These are indexed for convenience
at the back. Cultivating the Wild offers an excellent resource
for beekeepers wanting to identify the native plants of the BC
Interior, and to ascertain exactly where the bees are obtaining
their nectar and pollen. The subtle differences between Big
Sage and Rabbitbrush, both often commonly called Sagebrush,
are easily understood. Other native Interior plants such as
Mock-Orange, Chokecherry, Bearberry and the many varieties
of Penstemon are fully covered.
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Pollen, Propolis, Royal Jelly, Filtered Beeswax
Retail/Wholesale & Distributor Pricing • Re-sellers Wanted
Ed Nowek 5011 Bella Vista Rd, Vernon BC
250.542.8088
info@planetbee.com
www.planetbee.com

Round comb section
equipment and
Sundance pollen traps.
Contact your dealer for supplies.

Ross Rounds, Inc.
PO Box 11583 • Albany NY 12211-0583
T: 1-518-370-4989 • F: 1-518-381-6370
www.rossrounds.com

Using Bees to Battle Crows in Japan
From the Discovery Channel
Treehugger Blog
http://www.treehugger.com
Crows are considered a menace in Japan and for the last 10 years, the country has been waging a war against them.
There's been a range of tactics, but one
that catches our eye is using one animal
species to ward off another. Specifically,
bees.
National Public Radio (NPR) reports
that crow populations are booming in Japan, and while efforts have been made
to improve trash services to cut off food
sources, the birds are still considered too
numerous and too much of a nusance to
keep around.
The inhumane tactic being used is
traps, luring the birds into giant cages,
then gassing the captured crows.
"We do get complaints from people
opposed to the crow extermination. But
this is the policy of the environment bureau. People should also learn to deal
with garbage better," says Koji Takagi,
manager at Tokyo's Yoyogi Park, which
has three traps.

Atsuo Tanaka of the Ginza Honeybee Project says his 300,000 honey bees chase away
crows.
But there's a more humane way created by a privately funded project called
the Ginza Honeybee Project. We first
heard about the project back in 2008, and
it's a series of rooftop hives that are home
to 300,000 honeybees. While the project
is more about making honey in urban
spaces, it has a handy side effect for the
crow situation.

PEACE-FRASER APIARIES
Beekeeping Services For BC Beekeepers
Courses

Seminars

The bees literally chase the crows
away when the birds get too near, yet
they're still docile honey producers for
humans.
Strategically placing honeybee hives
can help reduce the number of crows
in an area, reduce the frustration level
of people dealing with the crows, and
benefit honeybees by giving them more
homes. It's not practical on a widespread
level, but for particular areas, it's a more
eco-friendly solution.
Another idea could be to make crows
useful, such as using a crowbox to train
them to be city street cleaners. Again, it
could be difficult to implement on a wide
scale, but it would certainly turn them
from a nuisance into an eco-sidekick.
Still, cutting off the source of the
problem - easy access to food scraps
from garbage cans - should be the primary focus. Not only would it improve
sanitation, but it could reduce the amount
of funds spent on keeping the crow population at bay, the government budget for
which is currently at $700,000 - about
$50 per crow killed. ❀

BOONE HODGSON WILKINSON FUND
Funding the Study of Apiculture in British Columbia
Since 1965

Livestock Sales
Hive Inspections

Crop Pollination

Varroa, Nosema, and Tracheal Mite Sampling

Eric Stromgren
604.219.0782
pfapiaries@gmail.com
www.BeekeeperEric.blogspot.com

Van and
Isle
Apiaries
Bee Products
C •
AC A
Grant Stringer
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Tel 250-652-9834 Fax 250-665-6121
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3

Applications
are processed
during the winter
months.
For further
information
or donations
please contact:
SECRETARY-TREASURER
Dr. John Boone
3830 West 37th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6N 2W3
Tel 604-266-9301
jboone@telus.net
2010 DIRECTORS
John Boone
Ian Farber • Joe Lomond • Bob Meredith

CRA Registered Charity • Tax Receipts Issued
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Obselidia – wonderful little film?
By Diane Dunaway

goes out there to discuss the disappearance of the bees and what will happen to
humans. Along the way he meets a girl
and falls in love and realizes he's been
living in the past for so long he's missed
out on the present.”
Somehow this film is described as being ‘soft-spoken, profound, and disarmingly charming’, despite it’s byline: “If
the whole world was going to disappear
tomorrow, how would you live your life
today?” The creativity alone to deal with
climate change, the extinction of habits,
things and society in a ‘glass half full’
manner is likely worth the cost of a theatre ticket!

Sometimes you just have to trust your
instincts! A week before Christmas I received an earnest press release about an
obscure little ‘indie’ film called Obselidia, written and directed by Diane Bell.
This ‘Save-the-World’ love story just
played at the 2010 Sundance Film Festival in Utah in the Dramatic Competition
to rave reviews. A feat in itself, considering it was one of only 16 films selected
from 1058 submissions in this genre.
Beekeeping plays an important role in
the movie. One of the supporting roles is
an actual beekeeper in the Death Valley
desert of California.

Request to beekeepers!
Obselidia’s publicist asks beekeepers
as a community to “help them create as
much awareness and publicity as possible, even if it's just word of mouth.”
The film's overall budget ($500,000) is
smaller than some of the other movies’
marketing budgets!
Here is a link to the trailer: http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Qhly0dt8Fj0
Or go to the official movie website:
http://www.obselidiathemovie.com/
You can even follow it’s progress on
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/
pages/Obselidia/144919259398?ref=ts
In closing, even though I’ve yet to see
this film, I’m inclined to stick my neck
out and recommend it! The overall quality of everything associated with it seems
to ooze with authenticity, heart, and intelligence. So, nothing ventured, nothing
gained! Maybe Obselidia will show up at
a theatre near you soon? ❀

Actor and Beekeeper,
Frank Hoyt Taylor
What is it about?
According to publicist Kim Dixon,
“Obselidia is about the last door -to- door
encyclopedia salesman in the US.
He travels around California interviewing people whose job is becoming
obsolete. That's how he meets the beekeeper in Death Valley. The beekeeper
is also a climatologist, so the salesman

Writer and Director, Diane Bell

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
2098 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, BC V0X 1C2

Blair & Cheryl Tarves
QUEENS • NUCS
BREEDING STOCK
April 15 - Sept. 15

Phone 250-499-2555

Honey
Equipment
Bees

Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.
✧ New & Used beekeeping equipment
✧ Honey
✧ Ezyloaders (Beekeeper Model 300 now available)
Ph: 204 662 4401 Fax: 204 662 4547
Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com

Hardie Honey
Beekeeping Supplies, Equipment & Glassware

Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
6456 Cowichan Valley Hwy PO Box 1491 - Lake Cowichan BC V0R 2G0
250-749-3800 - www.thebeestore.com
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PACKAGE BEES • HONEY • WAX • BULK BEES • QUEENS
4035 Robson Road, Duncan BC V9L 6G7
BLAINE & JAN
DUAINE 250-748-8471
PH/FAX 250-746-4389
hardiehoney@shaw.ca

Clips from
the Past
Brought to you by Dr. John Boone

!"

In the August 2009 Issue of BeesCene Paul van
Westendorp made reference to a proposal for standards in
colony strength and rental fees for pollination by honey
bees. He stressed the importance of assuring rental colonies meet a satisfactory standard of colony strength, thus
justifying a substantial pollination fee.

It may not be well known that in 1977 two organizations were established with
this goal in mind: The Fraser valley Pollinators Association and The Okanagan
Pollinators Association. The accompanying ‘clip’ is a report of the Fraser Valley
Pollinators Association that appeared in the March 1986 Issue of BeesCene. Records
archived at Simon Fraser University document that the objectives of each association
are similar:
1) to provide a high standard of pollination service
2) set minimal standards of colony strength
3) foster good public relations
4) coordinate spray times
5) establish a minimum fee
6) document beekeepers / growers responsibility in a contract.
Standards of colony
strength were laid out:
10 – 15 frames of bees
including 5 – 8 frames
of brood, depending
on the crop to be pollinated. Each Association
produced a ‘kit’ for beekeeper and grower and
the accompanying ‘clip’
refers to a pollination
contract.
(If anyone has a surviving copy of the ‘kit’ or
the contract and would
be willing to donate it to
the archives, I would be
pleased to submit it.) Both Associations had membership numbering in the thirties but for a variety of reasons both ceased to exist in the late 1980’s. One factor
was a failure of many rental operations to comply with either colony strength
or rental fee.
It may also be little known that the Bee Act of 1975 made provision for certification of colony strength for pollination. (As background, the first B.C.
Legislation regarding bees was the Foul Brood Act of 1911 that was replaced
by the Apiaries Act of 1919 which underwent major revision in 1947 and
was itself replaced by the Bee Act in 1975). Presumably certification was the
responsibility of the then Apiary Branch of the Department of Agriculture. It
is uncertain how frequently it was acted upon but this statute of the Act was
repealed in 2003.
So it seems that there is a renewed initiative in standardizing colony strength
as well as fees for pollination, and perhaps the issue of compliance can be
effectively addressed (in this century!). ❀
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Calendar…
February 9 – 10
IPM Worshop for Beekeepers
Alberta Beekeepers annual IPM workshop,
Edmonton at the Executive Royal Inn.
Contact Gertie Adair
Phone: 780-489-6949 Fax: 780-487-8640
E-mail: Gertie.Adair@albertabeekeepers.org
March 13 – 14
BCHPA Semi-Annual meeting & IPM Workshop
KAMLOOPS
see details in this issue
Contact: Ian Farber
250-579-8518 Ian_Farber@telus.net
Mail your Registration before March 1, 2010
for the Sunday IPM to be eligible to enter the
Early Bee Draw for 2 Queens!
March 30
World Apitherapy Day
March 30 was chosen for World Apitherapy Day because it
is the birth date of Dr. Philipp Terc (formerly Filip Tertsch),
the first scientific researcher to investigate the medical uses of
'apitoxin," or bee venom. Terc was born on March 30, 1844,
in Praporiste, Bohemia (Czech Republic). Products announcing the annual World Apitheray Day are now available for
purchase online.
April 24 – 25
BCHPA Queen Rearing Course
LANGLEY
Limited space, register soon.
See details in this issue.
May 16
BCHPA Sponsored IPM Workshop
CASTLEGAR
Limited space, register soon.
See details in this issue.
May 16
BCHPA Sponsored IPM Workshop
COMOX
Limited space, register soon.
See details in this issue.

May 29
Day of the Honey Bee
Celebrations throughout BC!
Contact Allen Garr at:
Email bygarr@telus.net
June 12 – 13
BCHPA Queen Rearing Course
WILLIAMS LAKE
Limited space, register soon.
See details in this issue
Contact: Diane Dunaway
Phone/Fax 250-297-6399
Email diane@dunawayranch.com
June 21 27
National Pollinator Week
Beecome involved at www.pollinator.org
August 27 – 29
World Organic Beekeeping Conference
The World Beekeepers Association Apimondia is organising
a First World Organic Beekeeping Conference in Bulgaria.
August 30 – Sept 2
Western Apicultural Society
Annual WAS Conference
SALEM, OREGON, USA
Red Lion Hotel, 3301 Market Street
Website: http://groups.ucanr.org/WAS/index.cfm

BC Honey Producers’ Association

NUTRITIONAL
FACT
Nutrition Facts
V
LABELS Pear 1l etabulesr pononu t(20r ig)t i v e
Pour 1 cuillère à table

only

1.5¢
each
Rolls of
2000

Don't say that you want to give, but go ahead and
give! You'll never catch up with a mere hope.
- Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
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Amount
Teneur

(20g)

% Daily Value
% valeur quotidienne

Calories / Calories 60
Fat / Lipides 0 g
Carbohydrates / Glucid
es 17 g
Sugars / Sucres 16 g
Protein / Protéines
0g

0%
6 %

Not a significant sour
ce of saturated fat, tran
s fat,
cholesterol, sodium,
fibre, vitamin A, vitam
in C,
calcium or iron.
Source négligeable de
lipides saturés, lipides
trans, cholestérol, sodi
um, fibres, vitamine A,
vitamine C, calcium et
fer.

To order and for details contact:
Duaine Hardie
250-748-8471
hardiehoney@shaw.ca

2009 CHC Fred Rathje Award
Honours Alberta Apiculturist Dr. Medhat Nasr
Congratulations are in order
for Dr. Medhat Nasr, this year’s
recipient of the Canadian Honey
Council’s Fred Rathje Award.
In addition to this honour, last
November Nasr was recognized
by his provincial beekeeping
community with the Alberta
Beekeepers 2009 Achievement
Award.
BC beekeepers probably
know Dr. Nasr best through his
ongoing educational efforts.
Every February Nasr brings
Dr. Medhat Nasr
together renowned scientists from all over the globe to his annual Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) workshop held in Edmonton.
In addition to his work with Alberta Agriculture, Nasr
serves as a chair of the bee imports committee with the
Canadian Association of Professional Apiculturists (CAPA)
and is a liaison with the Canadian Food Inspection Agency
(CFIA). He also serves as a member of the Honey Bee Health
committee - Canadian Honey Council and as a director for
Canada with Apiary Inspectors of America, a regulatory and
enforcement group in the U.S. He also works closely with
other apiculture research institutes, commercial and hobby

beekeepers in Canada and the U.S.
For those unfamiliar with Fred Rathje, he was the secretary
of the Canadian Honey Council from 1975 until his death in
1982. He took great pride in adding fun to all the meetings and
conventions that he attended. A memorial award was set up at
the AGM in Quebec City in 1983 in his memory.
The award is given annually to a person who has made a
significant positive contribution of innovative, creative and
effective effort for the betterment of the bee industry of Canada
during the past year. ❀

Real generosity toward the future lies in giving all to
the present.
- Albert Camus (1913-1960)
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Regional Reports
West Kootenays
~ Dave Johnson
I really don’t have any beeyard activity to relate at this time
of year but my mind is not idle and it thinks about ‘stuff’...
such as...
Do the bees have enough food? We had the early October
cold snap when they clustered up briefly and stopped taking
feed. It warmed up and they began feeding again. I finally
said okay, that’s enough and cut them off but the warm weather
continued into November. Did they use a lot of that food during the warm November? Should we have kept feeding just
because they could take it?
The cluster, where is it? Has it moved over to a wall and
left food on the other side? Did it eat too much during the
warm spell and then contract away from their food during the
very cold period we had in December? Will it make contact
with the food again during this current warm spell in early
January?
Nosema: We had it bad two winters ago and lost some
hives. Feeding Fumigalin in late winter saved some colonies
that showed signs of it. Others were clean. Last winter we had
no signs of it after a good fall application of Fumigalin. What
about this winter? Did we get the medication in soon enough
to have the desired effect? We will be watching for signs at the
top hive entrance that is used in the winter.
People want nucs. How many dare I commit to sales and
still expect to have hives strong enough to produce crops? Will
hives be strong enough to make up nucs for sale and our own
expansion/replacement needs?
I wonder if I am the only one second-guessing myself at
this time of year?
I have a project supported by encouragement from Wayne
Nedig and Allen Garr to have the bylaw in Nelson against
keeping bees reversed. Nelson council recently decided to
put the “Chicken bylaw” on the back burner because they had
“more important” issues to deal with. Interesting that people
will tolerate dogs defecating on streets sidewalks and lawns
but view a few backyard chickens as a nuisance. I have been
waiting until the New Year to approach them but am not very
optimistic. I will keep you posted on the outcome.

Vancouver Island North
~ Larry Lindahl
Beekeeping is fairly quiet during
the winter, although this year we have
plenty of rain instead of snow. Several
people have reported big colony losses.
The bees just didn’t build up as usual in
the fall. My opinion is that the Varroa
mites have become increasingly resistant to the prolonged usage of Apistan,
thus creating the need to use organic
acids such as Oxalic or Formic. The other possible cause of
heavy losses could be due to Nosema ceranae, but I haven’t
heard of any lab reports showing this.
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On the more positive side, I am looking forward to the end
of winter and the warm spring weather.
Happy New Year!

Sunshine Coast
~ Allan Cobbin
Winter losses to date have been minimal although a more
realistic picture will be known when we have our spring meeting. Plans are underway for this. Our weather for the past few
weeks has been extremely mild and some bees were noticed
taking their ‘cleansing flights’ on the few occasions that the
sun was shining. For the most part we’ve had more than the
usual amount of rain to go with the mild days and frost-free
nights. I recently met a young chap who asked if I ever had
any problems with bears and I replied by saying that I didn’t
know a beekeeper that didn’t have a bear story. He alleged that
he was a wildlife expert and that he knew a lot about bears and
electric fencing. I’ll ask him to be a guest speaker if his “bona
fides” check out.
Several club members used the oxalic acid treatment in
early December. We had both good and bad results. The bad
news was that many colonies had too many mites and the good
news was that we killed a lot of those pesky little critters. As
some hives did not have sufficient stores, we fed syrup, which
we could do because of the mild weather.
We will be discussing our queen concerns (and who doesn’t
have them early in the year?) at our next meeting. We may
wish to purchase offshore but we will give consideration to
purchasing BC queens later in the spring or early summer,
like we did last year. As noted previously, some members
have successfully raised their own queens and are hopeful
that they will perform well later this spring. For those few of
us who have been able to accumulate enough honey for sale
I can report that fall and Christmas Fairs and sales to regular
customers has resulted in a real scarcity
of our LOCAL product! As always, we
have kept our prices uniformly fair,
but well above imported brand prices.
Thanks to everyone for your thoughtful comments and well wishes about
my recent medical problems as noted
in the last Beescene. I’m pleased to
report that my health is much improved
and I plan to continue with my favourite
hobby and to provide help and instruction to new beekeepers
when and where I can. I read an interesting article in the latest
copy of Bee Culture on “Immunity and Resistance in the Bee
World”. It concluded with this comment: “A combination of
resistant bees (i.e. hygienic bees), chemical treatments, supplemental feeding, isolation, brood removal, nosema control and
comb rotation are still our best tools for keeping our bees
healthy. Not a bad thought.
That’s it from the Sunshine Coast for now. All best wishes
for a happy and successful season to all.

Vancouver Island South
~ Brian Scullion
We are off and running into a new
year of beekeeping, and for the most
part all looks good. We have had some
very mild, but very wet weather this
winter allowing the bees to take more
cleansing flights, and to consume more
of their honey stores. With that in mind,
we really need to pay close attention to
health and food stores for our bees. Still
too early to give any estimates on colony mortality, but those
that managed their bees with good beekeeping practices should
make out okay. Those of us that now say “I should have” or
“I did not have time to do” should not be shocked to find dead
outs, or welfare colonies in their beeyards in late winter/early
spring.
We have had an influx of new beekeepers, and many inquiries on keeping bees. I would not be surprised if our club
reaches 200 members this year, gulp! The Capital Region
Beekeepers will be very active again in 2010 promoting bees,
pollination, education, and of course the BCHPA. We look forward to “the day of the honey bee” celebrations on May 29th,
nothing planned as of yet, but we will most definitely come up
with a celebration.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the dedicated volunteers that make all our club activities possible.
Thank you all so much, and the very best of the 2010 season
to everyone.

brought the mites) were the strongest of my hives. I started
wondering about the theory that the bees adapt to the mites and
develop some resistance to them. It will be interesting to see in
the spring, just how these hives do in relation to the hives with
no mite experience.
Last year I told you that I painted the entrances of my hives
with cayenne laced acrylic paint to deter mice from chewing them to enter the hives. I also painted many of my tastier
shrubs as well. The shrubs were damage free, even the blueberries. No mice in my hives either. I also noticed that tunneling
evidence in the spring was down considerably. The mouse
population seems to have crashed, so I’m not sure if my paint
worked or that there weren’t any mice to begin with.
Our division meetings have dwindled and it has become
difficult to get people willing to volunteer on our executive
and therefore we are considering dissolving our division. Some
older members have decided that they will no longer keep bees
and this has reduced our membership even further. We will
meet in the spring again to make some definite decisions.

East Kootenays
~Brian Stevenson
Cranbrook is the host city for the fall 2010 BCHPA AGM.
In keeping with the provincial hype, this year’s theme is ‘The
Olympic Beekeeper’. Lance Cuthill and his team are planning
some super entertainment. The speakers will all be first class
presenters that will have the latest information on successful
beekeeping. The focus will be primarily on keeping the beekeeper and his bees healthy and active. We are looking forward
to having beekeepers come a few days early and stay a few

Prince George
~ Wally Steidle
Happy New Year to all!
I would have to say that the biggest
news in our region is the fine flying and
cleansing weather we are having. Plus 8
or 9C is not the norm for early January in
Prince George. I winter my bees indoors
so I guess they lost out on that opportunity.
A suggestion was made to try to involve the Prince George
Farmers Market regarding the “Bee Day”. Perhaps our club
might be invited to demo our business and promote the lovely
insect.
At our December meeting we were planning on discussing
mead recipes with our local brewmaster and beekeeper, Jim.
But at -39C (at my house) many members (like myself) didn’t
make it.
Be sure to check out the BEESCENE for the upcoming
queen rearing course June 12-13 to be held in Soda Creek.
Limited to 15 beekeepers so don’t procrastinate.

Terrace – Smithers
~ Yvette Favron
We had a beautiful summer that provided lots of honey and
happy bees. Local honey is still in high demand and prices are
stable. Our members learned the finer points of formic acid
treatments this year as we dealt with Varroa mites for the first
time. A couple months from now we will learn how well we
applied the treatments. One thing I noticed as I checked my
hives in the fall was that the new hives that I purchased (and

TM

powered by honey

Kidd Bros. Honey
Our family owned brand was founded in 1884!
Honey contracts are now being made!
CONTACT
Ed Stubson or Diane Stubson
Call our toll free number

1-877-437-9757
or e-mail kiddbros@telus.net

K.B. Honey Processors Ltd.
5312 Grimmer Street, Burnaby

Phone (604) 437-9757 Fax (604) 437-6789
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days after the convention in order to take in some of the fantastic attractions here in the East Kootenays such as the greatest Railway Museum in Western Canada, Cranbrook Farmers
Market, Fort Steele Heritage Town Radium Hot Springs, and
the Creston Chocolate Factory to name just a few.
More on this in future editions.

Peace Country
~ Kerry Clark
The Peace region had a remarkably
extended summer in 2009: bees still
bringing in honey and pollen toward
the end of September, enough to lure
beekeepers into keeping a super on and
delaying fall mite treatments (this year
for the first time, some are using amitraz
strips). The change to cold weather happened quickly in October. Colonies should have good food
reserves and young bees, but whether that will result in good
winter survival will have to be seen. December had a week of
very cold weather (-40 to -45 C) but like most of the province,
mid-January had a week or more with highs above freezing!
Not enough so far to get rid of ice on the backroads or snow
off the rooftops, but in some ways a nice break.
With fewer commercial honey packers in the region, local
honey sales are brisk, with some producers almost sold out
by Christmas. Maybe the prices ($20 for 3 kg pail) will rise.
Beekeepers are concerned about supplies of replacement bees
from the south, as one major supplier may not bring any packages in 2010.
The province-wide official (“by the Queen”) proclamation of May 29, 2010 as “The Day of the Honey Bee” is an
opportunity for raising awareness of many facets of bees: positive aspects like contribution of pollination to food and plant
health, as well as the “plight” of honey bees that continues
to be worked on, on many fronts. I hope we all give it some
thought and that the opportunity results in some significant
progress.
Best Wishes from Dawson Creek

Fraser Valley
~ Gerry McKee
As my American cousin quips, “Happy
new decade and how’re your bees doing?”
My response, “okay” with a shrug of my
shoulders, for I really don’t know at this
time of year. I don’t like to bother them
until mid-February on a bright, warm day.
Now is the time to catch up on my readings, such as Randy Oliver in January’s
issue of ABJ.
According to Randy, the CCD situation is not an unusual
phenomenon, it’s been reported many times before the arrival
of Varroa mites and “is actually a common outcome of infection by any pathogen that severely shortens the life of adult
bees”. The increased attention to our beekeeping challenges is
appreciated and somewhat humbling as the cause has not been
precisely identified and is probably due simply to the need for
better husbandry.
Yes, this is the time of year when beekeepers can have a
rest and relax without nagging thoughts of “What are the bees
up to? What needs to be done to control disease, mites and
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swarms?” A few of our hard working and disciplined beekeepers are fortunate to take off to warmer climes and leave
others at home to enjoy their ‘down time’ while getting ready
to celebrate the Winter Olympics.
At the Langley club, both old and new members showed
a great deal of interest in signing up for the BCHPA’s queen
rearing course at Campbell’s Honey Farm and Meadery,
Aldergrove on the weekend of April 24 and 25. Most beekeepers want greater control in selecting the best bees for overwintering and honey production in their area. Before mites arrived
in the mid 80’s, Tom Taylor’s study (1983) in Saskatchewan,
revealed that winter losses, averaging about 20 percent, were
due mainly to queen failure. Producing your own queens can
reduce winter losses. Heather Higo, who worked with Dr.
Mark Winston in the SFU Bee Research lab for over 20 years,
will instruct BCHPA’s Langley queen rearing course. She was
responsible for maintaining 200 colonies and coordinated
graduate research projects. She produces queens and nucs on
a part time basis in south Langley.
Currently, members of several clubs are preparing used hive
equipment for irradiation at Iotron, Port Coquitlam. Studies
recently conducted at the Beaverlodge research station have
shown irradiation to give the most effective control over brood
diseases, including the Nosema twins and other pathogenic
spores. Alberta beekeepers are trucking large orders to Iotron,
as it’s a cost effective control. Iotron’s minimum booking
is $460 for 85 supers, which is about $5.50 each. To reach
the minimum number, smaller beekeepers can band together.
Contact me at < mcbees@shaw.ca > if you’re interested. The
first treatment is scheduled for the week of February 22, which
will enable this winter’s dead-outs to be treated and ready for
packages and nucs in March.
Just as late winter survival for a colony depends on new
brood, a bee club needs new members to replace those who
leave for a variety of reasons. Our Langley club needs about
20 percent new members every year. One of our major strategies is to have good programs and encourage graduates of
beekeeping courses to join our ranks. In addition to sharing
knowledge and experience for better beekeeping, the fellowship also boosts one’s spirits as we “strive to keep bees alive.”
Some of the upcoming courses include BC Agriculture’s introductory course at Kwantlen Poly Technical campus in Langley,
March 24 to April 26th; six Wednesday evenings, 7 to 10 pm, it
includes a lab session and field day. Cost TBA. Register with
Daniela Bates, (604) 556-3152. Both the Honeybee Center in
Surrey < www.honeybeecentre.com > and Honeyland Canada
in Pit Meadows, < info@HoneylandCanada.com > offer a variety of courses for beginners to the advancing levels. “You’re
never too old to learn something new”.
As of mid-January, temperatures in the Fraser
Valley have been above normal and the incessant rain hasn’t
restricted cleaning flights. As brood rearing might start earlier

Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing
Parmak solar fencers reconstruction

Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill
Box 100
Bulyea, Saskatchewan
SOG 0L0

Phone: 306-725-4820
Fax: 306-725-3193
www.lambacres.ca

Club Contacts
BCHPA DIVISIONS
ALBERNI VALLEY HONEY PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
6219 Lamarque Rd, Port Alberni V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson
250-723-6089

SHUSWAP BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
414 Mallory, Salmon Arm, BC V0E 1V3
Bill Lynch
250-832-2732

BC BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3
Grant Stringer
250-652-9834

SOUTH FRASER VALLEY DIVISION BCHPA
26035 28th Ave., Aldergrove, BC V4W 2W3
Rick Kreisch
604-856-4438

CENTRAL CARIBOO BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
4583 Ridge Rd, Big Lake Ranch, BC V0L 1G0
Sherry Benisch and Ann Carter
250 243-2286

SOUTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
RR#2, Oliver, BC V0H 1T0
Ray Levesque

COMOX VALLEY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
1601 Constitution Rd., Black Creek, BC V9J 1G2
Urs Schaufelbühl
250-337-8858

SQUAMISH DIVISION BCHPA
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish V0N 3G0
Phil Ellis
604-898-5337

KAMLOOPS DIVISION BCHPA
3249 Schubert Rd, Kamloops BC V2B 6Y4
Ian Farber
250-579-8518

SUNSHINE COAST DIVISION BCHPA
2737 Lower Road, Roberts Creek V0N 2W4
Allan Cobbin
604-886-7006

NANAIMO DIVISION BCHPA
925 St. David Street, Nanaimo, B.C V9S 2H8
Kathleen Silvey
250-716-0695

TERRACE DIVISION BCHPA
43 Halibut St. Kitimat, BC V8C 2K6
Joe Farina

NORTH FRASER HONEY PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
18503 141st Avenue Pitt Meadows V3Y 1Z1
Wolfgang Schoenbach
604-465-4540

WEST KOOTENAY DIVISION BCHPA
RR1, Winlaw BC V0G 2J0
Bob Lerch

NORTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
331 Valley Rd, Kelowna, BC V1V 2E5
R.W. Bob Chisholm

BCHPA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
250-762-2203

OKANAGAN VALLEY POLLINATION ASSOCIATION
PO Box 186 Vernon V1T 6M2
Richard Springborn
250-379-3567
PEACE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
BCMAL Office 4th Floor, 1201-103rd Ave.
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4J2
Kerry Clark
250-784-2559
POWELL RIVER BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
RR 3, C26, Nassichuk Rd, Powell River V8A 5C1
Alan Cole
604-487-4181
PRINCE GEORGE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
6121 Birchwood Cres. Prince George, BC, V2K 1W5
Gerry Bomford 250-970-0228.
QUESNEL BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
2151 Johnson Rd. Quesnel BC V2J 6G1
Tom Swanky
250-747-0604
SMITHERS BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
5528 Slack Rd, Smithers BC V0J 2N2
Lu Blackburn
250-847-2135
Please contact Editor Diane Dunaway with any changes:
bcbeescene@gmail.com or tel/fax 250-297-6399 .

250-498-4025

250-632-6507

250-226-7556

CAPITAL REGION BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
226 Ontario Street, Victoria V8V 1N2
Brian Scullion
250-385-7129

OTHER BEE-RELATED ORGANIZATIONS
COWICHAN BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
castlesg@telus.net
George Field
250-743-7569
RICHMOND BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
2750 West 14th Ave , Vancouver, BC V6K 2X2
Email: bygarr@telus.net
Allen Garr
604-736-4184
STUART NECHAKO BEE CLUB
Vanderhoof, Ft St James, and Fraser Lake area
Box 595 ,Vanderhoof BC, VoJ 3A0
Jon Aebischer
250 -567-5037
SURREY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
13060- 69 A Avenue, Surrey B.C. V3W 6N9
Don Carter
604-591-3262
TEXADA ISLAND BEE CLUB
Box 162, Van Anda V0N 3K0
Rhonda Johnston
604-486-0226
VANCOUVER BEEKEEPERS OF BC ASSOCIATION
350 E 2nd Ave, #407 Vancouver V5T 4R8
Bryce Ahlstrom
604-708-0313
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2010 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
BC Honey Producers’ Association
Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
www.bcbeekeepers.com
We welcome you to join us in our 90th year of celebrating the honey bee in British Columbia.
Membership includes a one-year subscription to both BeesCene and Hivelights quarterly publications. The BCHPA
Liability Insurance Policy is the only one of its kind available in the province. By pooling our membership, we can offer
this comprehensive insurance for a fraction of what it would cost individuals on their own. Members may attend the
business day of the October BCHPA Annual General Meeting and the semi-annual meeting in March without charge
(meals not included). Members benefit from the work of an active volunteer Executive including: Marketing (labels
and brochures), Education (symposiums and website), and ongoing Advocacy (government and media relations). The
BCHPA is a proud member of the Canadian Honey Council, working on our behalf.
New

❏

Renewal

❏

Please check here if renewing with an address change

❏

Name___________________________________________________________________________________
Spouse’s Name ___________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________

Province ___________

Phone (

) _____________________

Fax

) ____________________

(

Email ___________________________

$5 Million
Coverage
for only $55 year!
Beekeepers understand that there’s
strength in numbers. Our Group
Liability Insurance Policy is the best value
you’ll find. If you’re worried about stings, or
bee smokers, or other related beekeeping risks
– this is for you.
Note: coverage runs January 1, 2010 to
December 31, 2010. Effective date of
coverage is based on date application
and payment is received at the
BCHPA office. Insurer will
issue certificates in due
course.

Please make cheques payable to the
British Columbia Honey Producers’
Association or BCHPA:

BCHPA TREASURER
PO Box 1650
Comox, BC, V9M 8A2

Postal Code _______________________

Membership dues are based on the number of honey bee colonies you keep.

BCHPA MEMBERSHIP DUES
0 to 25 Hives
$40
26 to 50 Hives
$50
51 to 150 Hives
$60
151 to 300 Hives
$70
301 to 500 Hives
$120
501 to 1000 Hives
$130
Over 1000 Hives
$200

# of Hives _________

Includes
BeesCene & Hivelights

SPOUSAL VOTING MEMBERSHIP ADD ON $10
* OPTIONAL $5,000,000 BCHPA
GROUP LIABILITY INSURANCE
** OPTIONAL Additional
$1 million Forest Fire Fighting
Expense Endorsement

ADD ON $55

ADD ON $100

*** OPTIONAL DONATION
BC’s Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund
for Honey Bee Research
ADD ON
(tax registered charity, receipts issued)
**** SUBSCRIPTION ONLY
Note: BeesCene is Included
with Your BCHPA Membership
(this is meant for out-of-province)

$50 CAD

TOTAL $

Thank You for Supporting Beekeeping in BC!
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than in previous years, beekeepers will need to ensure their
large colonies don’t starve as brood rearing accelerates during
the longer days ahead. With this mild weather, it’s very tempting to stimulate brood rearing with pollen patties, but we’re
likely to have several cold snaps forcing colonies into tighter
clusters and abandoning brood in the process. It’s a calculated
risk!
Be sure to mark your calendars for both: Saturday,
September 25 for the Fourth Annual Langley Bee Symposium
at Campbell’s Honey Farm and Meadery. And hope to see you
at the BCHPA Semi-Annual meeting and IPM workshop in
Kamloops on March 13 to14.

Other than that it’s time to start planning the apiaries for this
spring – how much equipment needs to be repaired or replaced,
and putting together a natural integrated pest management IPM
plan that meets the demands of consumers. People want to
know what is in the food they are eating. Lots of tough questions at the markets these days! Have a great winter Cheers.
❀

Metro Vancouver and Howe Sound
~ Don Cameron
Unlike a year ago, our winter in the lower mainland has
been relatively benign – only a week of coldish temperatures,
no snow, the usual amount of rain and so far a new year that
has been one pineapple clipper after another. Warm and dry
enough on several days for significant flying activity as well
as an opportunity for those who use oxalic acid to make the
appropriate application as well as take an early assessment of
hive health.
The feeling so far, for those who have had the time and
whose curiosity has gotten the better of them, is that hives are
in pretty good shape – certainly, both here in Vancouver as well
as Squamish, beekeepers who have been canvassed, report few
dead outs. Good news, but still several critical weeks to go!
Urban beekeeping continues to draw considerable interest
in our area with the Richmond Club almost doubling its membership over the course of 2009. And if our first meeting in
January is an indication, there will be strong growth this year
as well. There have been interesting discussions this winter
among several members interested in building top bar hives as
well as the merits and methods of insulating colonies.
A canvas of local nuc, package and queen providers indicates that, like a year ago, supply for early delivery could be
tight and that demand looks strong. As a result, ordering should
be done as early as possible to avoid disappointment.
As for my own projects in the next few weeks, there is a
new batch of nuc boxes to be assembled, bottom boards to be
replaced, and boxes and frames to be packaged for Iotron. The
holidays are over!
Cheers

Cariboo
~ Kurt Williams
The Cariboo winter has been a strange
one. Winter came fast, with low temperatures in late September. Then it got cold
for a few weeks in December. However,
an unusual warm spell has given January
a spring-like feel. Bees are out on
cleansing flights, and things are looking
good. Although some beekeepers have
reported a few winter losses already. Keep in mind the possibility of a bee stock shortage this spring!
Rather than staying home this winter, I moved to warmer climates for several weeks and kept myself busy in Argentina. In
observing the local beekeepers in Argentina, it became clear
how popular comb honey is for them to produce. I think we
can learn a few things from these guys.

Everything You Need for Making Candles and Soap!
Wick * Silicone & Metal Molds * Dyes * Beeswax Sheets * Soy Wax
See our online product catalogue for helpful candle making info:
We accept PayPal
Ph 604-294-1232 or 1-800-940-1232
www.wicksandwax.com
2565 Eastbrook Parkway, Burnaby, opposite Costco off Willingdon & Hwy 1

JINGLEPOT APIARIES
Queens, Nucs, Package Bees
Sol Nowitz & Dori Mowbray

250-753-9619
2262 East Wellington Rd., Nanaimo, BC V9R 6V8
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net

BCHPA Certified Producer Program
The Certified Producer program is designed to assist
BCHPA members sell their products by providing
special labeling that customers will come to recognize
as representing high quality honey, exclusively
produced by local beekeepers.
Certified Producer:
Registered
Producers Only:
Labels can now
be purchased
separately
$0.02 each
for the lid seal
and $0.02
each for the
100% BC hex label
or $0.03 for both.
All labels are in rolls of 2,000.
Lid seals are now individually numbered for lot tracking.
You can apply to the program
by downloading the application form from the
BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.com
Or contact: Duaine Hardie:
2810 Fairfield St., Duncan, BC V9L 6B9
Email: hardiehoney@shaw.ca
Tel: 250-748-8471
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Apimondia 2009
Every two years the mother of all international honey bee
related conferences (otherwise known as Apimondia) takes
place. Many BCHPA members may recall the fantastic Vancouver Congress that we hosted in 1999.
Over the years we’ve been privy to these meetings, vicariously hearing about them from those BCHPA members fortunate enough to attend. Former BCHPA President Theo Frederich and his wife Margaret have travelled to several Apimondia
events, and he always kindly shared his impressions.
Last fall, BCHPA 2nd Vice President Mike Campbell and
his wife Judy treated themselves to a trip abroad, which included taking in Apimondia. This 41st Congress was held in
Montpellier, France. It’s fair to say that they were impressed!
Rather than trying to summarize five days worth of intense
seminars, we direct you to the PROCEEDINGS page of the
Apimondia website. It’s unrealistic to even attempt to cover
the broad range of topics that were included during the conference.

Mike Campbell (left) enjoying
Apimondia in Montpellier.

To find out the latest international news about:
• Beekeeping Economy
• Bee Biology
• Bee Health
• Pollination and Bee Flora
• Beekeeping Technology and Quality
• Apitherapy
• Beekeeping for Rural Development
go to: http://www.apimondia.org/2009/proceedings.htm
For anyone wanting to plan ahead for one of these fantastic
gatherings, you may want to pencil in Buenos Aires, Argentina
for September 2011.

APIMONDIA exists to promote scientific, ecological, social and economic apicultural development in
all countries and the cooperation of beekeepers` associations, scientific bodies and of individuals involved
in apiculture worldwide. APIMONDIA also aims to
put into practice every initiative that can contribute to
improving apiculture practice and to rendering the obtained products profitable. A major objective of APIMONDIA is to facilitate the exchange of information
and discussions. This
is done by organising
congresses, conferences and seminars
where beekeepers,
scientist, honey-traders and legislators
meet to listen discuss
and learn from one
Lest we forget, this conference
another. ❀
was held in fashionable France!
The Apiculture Museum was
a popular venue.

Aerial view of the tradeshow at Apimondia, the ultimate beekeepers’ Of the 250+ presentations, Mike and Judy fit in 95 between the
two of them. Now that’s team work!
candy store!
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Classifieds.....
FOR SALE: Frederich’s Vancouver Island Beehive Products:
Honey, Pollen, Propolis Products, Bee Bread, Wax Figurines, and
Beeswax Candles. Phone 250-245-4214 Fax 250-245-1314
FEEDING PALES SALE: 2.5 gallon feeding pails c/w lids and
inserts, $2 each. Please reply by email: old_rifleman@yahoo.ca
SUPERS WANTED: 60 standard supers with clean drawn frames,
100 Dadant supers with white (preferred) drawn comb. Rearing
Equipment, call for list of equipment and make me an offer, sell as
complete, will not part out, contact John Sladen 250-499-2821 or
email: john_sladen@hotmail.com
SEASONAL WORKER WANTED: Competitive wage ($12 to
$15/hr depending on experience) plus housing offered in central BC.
Suits team player capable of working independently. Valid driver’s
licence required. Experience preferred in areas of pollen trapping,
queen rearing and honey-hive management. April - Oct 2010.
Contact Jon Aebischer Box 595 Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 or email:
sweet02@telus.net
HONEYSTIX WITH NATURAL FLAVOURING; 11 exciting flavours. Hardwood honey dippers. Beeswax candles. New
wooden frames. Preorder and then arrange for pickup at the semiannual or AGM to save shipping charges. Ian Farber 250-579-8518 or
email: ian_farber@telus.net

NUCS FOR SALE Golden Ears Apiaries Inc. 604-820-6924
jeanmarcledorze@gmail.com
TRUCK FOR SALE - 1980 Dodge 1 ton, low 8' x 12' flat deck,
great bee truck, 360 cubic inch, posi, auxiliary gas tank, trailer hitch,
well looked after, $950 o.b.o., Merritt, 250-378-5208.
NUCS FOR SALE Middle of May, 40 to 50 four and five frame
nucs available. Rocky Mountain Honey Farm in Parson, 250-3482431 or Fax 250-348-2451
HIVES & NUCS FOR SALE Up to 20 Beehives for Sale. 10
Frames including 1 standard hive box, mite board and cover.
$300.00 after the middle of April. 5 Frame Standard Nucs middle
of May, $150.00. Wolf's Apiaries 18503 141 Ave Pitt Meadows

BC V3Y 1Z1 tel: 604-465-4540

“If you have much,
give of your wealth;
If you have little, give of your heart”
- Arab Proverb
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5 Educational
WORKSHOPS

LIMITED SPACE
Register for Kamloops
by March 1 to Enter
the EARLY BEE DRAW
of 2 QUEENS

The BC Honey Producers’ Association is hosting
three one-day Integrated Pest Management IPM
workshops throughout the province this spring
plus two weekend Queen Rearing Courses.
Space is limited. Register early to secure your
space!

IPM Workshops
$30 Registration fee includes
reference materials and lunch
KAMLOOPS
Sunday, March 14
CASTLEGAR Sunday, May 16
COMOX
Sunday, May 16

Queen Rearing
These weekend courses are meant for Master
Beekeepers. Emphasis is on grafting and selecting
stock for production of bees with Varroa Sensitive
Hygiene (VSH) and other sustainable traits.
Space is very limited, Langley 30 participants,
Williams Lake 15.

BCHPA Semi-Annual
Meeting Weekend

REGISTRATION
FORM and DETAILS
Page 28, 29 of
this issue.

LANGLEY April 24 & 25
$100 Registration fee includes reference materials,
and two lunches

WILLIAMS LAKE June 12 & 13
$150 Registration fee includes reference materials,
two lunches, and Saturday evening BBQ

The British Columbia Honey Producers Association wishes to acknowledge the support of the Agri-Food Futures
Fund, Beekeeping Industry Development Initiative and the following organizations for making these workshops possible: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, the B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Lands, and the Investment Agriculture Foundation of B.C. Sponsorship was also provided by APIS Project University of British Columbia, Iotron
Industries Canada Inc., and Medivet Pharmaceuticals Ltd.
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