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What’s abuzz…letter from the editor
This issue of BeesCene has taken on the flavour of a blockbuster movie compilation.
You can learn all about the birds and the bees as we
celebrate the coming of spring and the pollination season.
BeesCene’s founder Dr. Margriet Dogterom tells of her fascination with Mason bees.
We have international intrigue, as we follow-up on Pulitzer
prize winning journalist Andrew Schneider’s Honey Laundering
investigations.
There’s a question of drugs raised by our new President
Stan Reist.
An opportunity for fine dining comes from Vancouver’s
award winning West Restaurant. Chef Warren Geraghty shares
a recipe from their new cookbook.
The latest on the mystery of Colony Collapse Disorder is
brought to light by renowned bee disease sleuth, apiculturist
Dennis van Engelsdorp.
There’s adventure in our new Canadian Honey Council representative Ted Hancock’s recounting of his time at the CHC
annual meeting in Niagara Falls.

Sci-fi enthusiasts may find
themselves drawn to Dr. Leonard
Foster’s proteomics lab update.
The ever-popular Bee Masters
Short Course’s history is visited as the 2009 version of this
fine provincial tradition gears
up at Simon Fraser University
in March.
The Vancouver Island queen
breeding legend of Rod-Jo
Moody and their innovative family beekeeping business is discovered through queen breeder
Liz Huxter’s interview.
And where would a movie be without a soundtrack? The
backdrop for this issue is that of the blues, that is blueberries!
So take your seats and enjoy the show!
Diane

We are sad to report the recent passing of
Kamloops beekeeping pioneer
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Campbell Jones
Friends and family are planning a tribute for
Campbell in the May issue of BeesCene
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Feed ready-made patties from

GLOBAL PATTIES

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate
for good build-up and large honey crops.
Feed patties to ensure colony health,
fast build-up and maximum production.

Learn more at www.globalpatties.com
and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free
or email mike@globalpatties.com
Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease

Our Cover Story: Steve and Lindsay Gourley took our
cover photo and the ones featured in this issue’s pollination
feature during the 2008 pollination season. After a cold and
rainy start to the season the sun finally broke through the
clouds over Delta BC. The blueberry bloom was almost two
weeks late so the bees didn't make much extra honey, but
they did head into cranberry's very strong, with 10 to 12
frames of brood. Steve and Lindsay are entering their third
season of keeping bees with plans to grow a little bit every year. Last season they had 55 colonies. Their Goldstrike
Honeybee Company plans for this year are to build screened
pallet systems for all of the hives and do some increase splits
mid-summer to bring them up to around 100 colonies for the
2010 season. We wish them every success.
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From the President
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Prince
George club for a fantastic job of hosting the AGM. Excellent
Convention, people! To those who didn’t attend, you missed
out on some very excellent education.
Unfortunately, the Prince George club was really left out
on a limb when the advance registration was just not there.
Without reasonably firm numbers it is hard to go to the hotel
and get good rates. With this in mind, Salmon Arm is the place
to be October 2009 for the AGM, so lets get the advanced registration up to where we don’t have to guess how many people
will be attending.
For the Salmon Arm AGM, if you have topics of concern
please get in touch with Bobby Cutthill, our 1st Vice-President,
as she is in charge of Education. It’s not too early to get speakers in place for the Education part of the AGM.
Emergency use of Apivar to treat mites has been approved.
BC was originally left out of the approval, but we did make it
later. I have heard some negative comments about the use of
this product. While the majority of the BCHPA is made up of
Hobby Beekeepers, we also have a commercial sector (which
is growing smaller with the loss of two major operations). The
implications of the misuse of this product are a concern.
On one hand, how do we as an association tell other members they can’t have the product to save their operation because
they have three to five hives as opposed to a 200 to 1500 hive
operation? One approach is to not use the product. If you don’t
need it, don’t buy it. On the other side, there is the valid issue
that if the product is misused the public could view our honey
as not as pure as they would like and lose confidence in it. So
if you need Apivar, use it wisely, with caution and follow the
instructions. The label is the law.
We must all remember that beekeeping across this province
really varies — from selling your crop by the barrel to selling
it by the jar. Farm markets have created a lucrative market for
hobbyists where honey can go for $15 a kilo jar.
I have received an e-mail from federal Pest Management
Regulatory Agency PMRA stating they intended to inspect
hives for use of various treatments. While I personally support
such actions, I, along with others, question the timing of this
inspection. The end of November into December is just too
late to start breaking the winter seal the bees have put in place.

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES

It would be much
better if PMRA did
the inspections no
later than October
15 on the Coast
and in the Interior
on a date that was
suitable for beekeepers there.
The BCHPA
Kamloops SemiAnnual is coming
all too quickly, and
the recent practice
has been a halfday for Business
Stan Reist
and a half-day for
BCHPA President
Education. I don’t
think this works
because it is far too rushed for people who are trying to present topics. I would like to see this changed, but if this is what
the membership wants, then in the future all reports will have
to be published in the February BeesCene and the time at the
meeting will be used for questions only. If someone wishes to
make a presentation they will have to contact the meeting committee and reserve the time to do so. ❀
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Beelines
News from the Ministry of Agriculture
PAUL VAN WESTENDORP, Manager, BCMAL Apiculture Program
The New 2009 Beekeeping Season
I have to get used to this number 2009. It sounds and feels
futuristic but the reality is that we have started the year and
only have 12 months to make it history. For many beekeepers,
the coming year will be an important one because after two
years of low honey yields, reduced crop pollination contracts
and high colony losses, the 2009 production season will have
an important impact on what they can do in future beekeeping.
I sincerely hope that this time around, the colonies will have
wintered well and that the season’s weather will cooperate to
support a strong spring build-up that will lead to an excellent
honey crop.
Monitoring Your Colonies
To optimize the chances of survival and strong spring buildup, colonies must have plenty of food reserves and relative freedom of disease. In the earliest part of spring when it is at least
10’C, wind-still and dry, take a quick look at your colonies.
There is no need to break up the cluster but have a quick glance
whether the colony is alive by checking bee activity on the top
of box 2. The warmth at the inner cover will attract many bees
but a quick glance is not enough to determine population size.
You may want to crack the second box, tilt it back and have a
look at any bee activity between box 2 and 1. If there are plenty
of bees, you have a strong colony. Strong colonies may also go
hungry quickly and it is important they have access to ample
food. Gauge the weight of the hive by tilting it gently and if
it appears light, start feeding sugar syrup. To stimulate brood
rearing, place a pollen patty on the top of the bars.
But with all the news about diseases, it is equally important
to look for disease symptoms. It is difficult to inspect your colonies thoroughly when it is still cold and wet. Not only will the
cold air increase the risk of chilled brood when removing brood
frames, but the heavy clustering of bees on the brood will make
visual inspection difficult. However, the colony can be inspected for several diseases without disturbing the cluster:
Nosema. If there are fecal deposits near the hive’s entrances
and many dead bees on the bottom board, the bees may be suffering from Nosema. This may be more likely if the bees were
not given fumagillin last fall. If there is an abundance of fecal material, collect about 20-30 adult bees, place in a paper
bag (never plastic) and keep it in the freezer for a couple of
days. You may mail the marked sample in small container to
the Ministry office at Abbotsford for Nosema confirmation and
level of infestation. (Note: please make sure to keep the sample
dry during shipment to prevent mould growth). Another detection technique takes place in the apiary where a few randomly
selected adult bees are killed and their intestines removed. .
Discolouration of the intestine has been used as a determining
factor of infestation but research has shown that there is wide
colour variation between healthy and infected bees. Hence, this
detection technique is no longer recommended. In case your
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colonies are found to have Nosema disease, fumagillin can be
fed to the bees through sugar syrup. Please follow label instructions closely.
Chalkbrood. As soon as the colony starts its first brood
rearing in early spring, workers will clean the brood cells and
remove debris, including chalkbrood mummies. Chalkbrood is
caused by the fungus Ascosphera apis which attacks honey bee
larvae and the disease is most prevalent in the spring. The larval body is infiltrated by the mycelium of the fungus which will
turn it into a hard mummy-like remnant. An infected colony
will have an accumulation of mummies on the bottom board.
To reduce the cycle of re-infestation, the bottom board should
be scraped clean and the debris removed from the apiary. While
there is no drug or product available to control chalkbrood disease, some colonies are more prone than others. The heritable
trait of hygienic behaviour, expressed by the strong impulse of
cell cleaning, may be present in some bee stock and not in others. Replacing the queen from a different breeder often helps to
reduce the infestation. Please don’t replace the queen until the
weather gets a bit warmer.
Varroa. After the bottom board has been scraped clean, it
is possible to assess the presence of Varroa mites in the colony
by installing one or two strips of Apistan, CheckMite or Apivar
(amitraz) in the top super for 24 hours. Place a sticky board
on the bottom board and remove for inspection 24 hours later.
In the early spring, the colony doesn’t have much brood yet
and therefore any high number of mites collected on the sticky
board at that time means that a high proportion of the little
brood that is present must be infected with Varroa. In such
case, the strip(s) should be left in place for the full treatment
period of 6 weeks, as recommended by label instructions.
In case you notice high colony losses or other unusual situations, please contact your local apiary inspector. The B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Lands (BCMAL) plans to carry out
another spring survey of commercial beekeepers to determine
overall winter losses in the different beekeeping regions and
across the province. We strongly encourage producers to par-

Round comb section
equipment and
Sundance pollen traps.
Contact your dealer for supplies.

Ross Rounds, Inc.
PO Box 11583 • Albany NY 12211-0583
T: 1-518-370-4989 • F: 1-518-381-6370
www.rossrounds.com

ticipate when contacted.
Emergency Assistance
Spring surveys in 2007 and 2008 confirmed the high colony
losses that many beekeepers had reported earlier. In 2007, provincial winter mortality was estimated at 32% while in 2008,
the losses reached a provincial average of 38%. Other provinces
reported high colony losses also. In response, Canadian Honey Council and provinces requested Agriculture & Agri-Food
Canada (AAFC) for help. In the fall of 2008, AAFC conducted
a feasibility study to determine whether emergency assistance
to commercial beekeepers was needed outside existing crop insurance programs such as AgriStability. The study concluded
that commercial beekeepers enrolled in such programs have
been able to access and receive insurance payments. It means
that public funds will not be made available beyond the support
offered through existing insurance programs. The study also
found that in Prairie provinces such as Saskatchewan, close to
100% of commercial beekeepers are enrolled in AgriStability
while in B.C. less than 8% of commercial beekeepers are. We
don’t know the reasons of the low enrolment of B.C. producers but it has caused AAFC to recognize that these programs
need to be promoted and explained to BC beekeepers. More
information on this issue will be prepared and presented in the
next few months.
Crop Pollination
As colony numbers in the province have been dwindling, the
demands for honey bee colonies for crop pollination have gone
up. The greatest shortage potential involves the early blooming blueberry crop of the Fraser Valley. High commodity prices
have resulted in massive increases of plantings from around
10,000 acres a few years ago to close to 20,000 acres today. We

know that native pollinators do an admirable job in pollinating
blueberry flowers but their numbers are never high enough to
meet the total pollination requirements of commercial plantings. There are a number of large commercial beekeepers in
the Fraser Valley who provide the major share of colonies for
blueberry pollination. For some contracts, Alberta colonies
are used. However, to participate in contract pollination, one
doesn’t have to be a large commercial beekeeper. Many growers only need a few dozen colonies which offer excellent opportunities to smaller beekeepers. It is important to realize that
crop pollination service is a contractual undertaking between
grower and beekeeper. The grower relies on the bees to ensure
optimum fruit set. Even though the beekeeper wants to see the
bees benefit from the crop, the primary obligation of the beekeeper is to honour and meet the conditions of the pollination
contract. For this reason we strongly encourage beekeepers and
growers to have a signed pollination contract that spells out
the conditions under which the colonies are placed in the crop
planting. For a sample of a simple pollination contract, please
visit www.al.gov.bc.ca/apiculture and select from the menu.
Please remember that a grower is not familiar with bees, many
are not interested, and most don’t understand the management
of beekeeping. Likewise, beekeepers may not appreciate the
challenges involved in the production of a fruit crop. A signed
contract will assist in preventing misunderstandings during and
after pollination. Legal recourse without a signed contract is
virtually impossible.
The most important requirements that the beekeeper must
meet is the promised number of colonies at the proper strength
for the duration of the contract. In the last few years, BCMAL
has been contacted by growers concerned about the strength of

Proudly Owned by
Canadian Beekeepers

Carrying a full line of beekeeping
equipment from several manufacturers:
• Dadant & Sons Ltd. • Cook & Beals
• Mann Lake Supplies • Dakota Gunness
• Walter T. Kelley • Medivet • Maxant
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• Cowen Manufacturing Co. Inc.
• Plus many more!

Whatever your requirements we would
be glad to help. Quality products for
the beekeeping industry, including:
• Beekeeping Tools • Woodenware
• Package Bees and Queens • Novelties
• Queen Rearing Supplies • Foundation
• Honey Containers • Beekeepers Apparel
• Extracting Equipment • Medication &
Chemicals.
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the colonies in their fields. In some cases,
we found hives without bees or colonies
with no more than a few cups of bees.
Apart from dishonesty, such situation is
a terrible disservice to the grower who
may inadvertently experience a lower
crop yield. It also impacts the reputation
of all beekeeper involved in crop pollination services.
To meet the requirements of sufficient
numbers of colonies and strength in early spring is tough. and demands the best
beekeeping management practices. Even
then, high winter losses, diseases and
other causes may prevent the beekeeper
to meet the contract conditions. What
to do now? Instead of remaining silent
and pretending that everything is okay,
contact the grower and explain the situation. Takehim out in the field, provide
him a veil and show him what the colonies look like. He is not a beekeeper and
therefore he doesn’t know the options
that are available to remedy the situation.
Remember that the primary obligation
is to meet the crop’s pollination requirements. In case your colonies are not sufficiently strong, make up the difference
by providing more colonies. If that is not
possible, another beekeeper may need to
be contracted. If the colonies are below
the standard of a pollination unit, the
grower should be offered a lower pollination fee.
The standard pollination unit meets
the “8-4-1” formula where 8 frames are
covered with adult bees on both sides,
and where at least four of these frames
contain bee brood in different stages of
development, and that there is a egg-laying queen present.
On the other hand, beekeepers have
also complained in the past that they never receive a premium when they deliver
colonies far above the standard pollination unit. The B.C. Blueberry Council
may be considering a fee structure similar to the system used by the hybrid canola seed companies of southern Alberta
which would reward those beekeepers
with higher than standard strength colonies. To implement such system, a (nongovernment) bee inspector will be contracted by the Council to assess strength
of colonies contracted for crop pollination. If such a system is adopted, it would
financially reward beekeepers who provide above-standard colonies while eliminating those who provide weak colonies
or empty boxes.
CBISQT
Some of you may recall the intro-
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duction about this national program at
the AGM in Duncan several years ago.
CBISQT stands for the Canadian Beekeeping Industry Safety Quality & Traceability program. This program involves
the creation of a honey production manual that identifies potential food safety
and quality hazards and recommendations to prevent these hazards to occur.
This program follows the principles of
HACCP (Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point), a similar framework of food
safety and quality introduced for an everlarger number of commodities, especially perishable products. Since honey is a
non-perishable food, there was no need
to apply the rigour of a full HACCP program. Instead, a modified version called
CBISQT was developed for the Canadian
beekeeping industry.
The CHC has been working hard to
develop and finalize the honey production manual during 2008. It is now in the
final stages and soon the final version

of the manual will become available to
commercial beekeepers across the country. I think it is important to mention that
it is not government but the market place
that increasingly demands quality controls and traceability of food products.
While the introduction and adoption of
CBISQT will be slow, commercial beekeepers who sell in the open market place
will have little choice but adopt many of
the “good management practices” .
Bee Master Short Course 2009
This is a quick reminder that the Bee
Master Short Course will be taking place
at SFU from March 9 - 13. At this time,
there are still a few places available. For
more information about the program, accommodation, on-line registration and
other details visit www.sfu.ca/beemasters2009. You can also call SFU’s Halpern Center at 778-782-3850.❀
Paul van Westendorp
Provincial Apiculturist

Technologies Corporation
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“Let us tell you ’bout the Birds and the Bees, and the Flowers and
the Trees, and the Moon up above, and a thing called Love…”
By Diane Dunaway with special thanks to John Gates and
Jaquie Bunse
Some would have us believe that money makes the world
go around, while those of a more romantic bent say that love
is the answer. Beekeepers can honestly claim both. Honey bee
pollination is worth ten times the agricultural value of honey
production. An estimated 30% of the food we eat depends on
the business of honey bee pollination.
The British Columbia Honey Producers’ Association
BCHPA recognizing the importance of pollination, has published two brochures on the subject over the past five years.
The first one was geared towards beekeepers and growers,
and the second one aimed to educate the general public about
this essential act. Both are out-of-print. An instructional DVD
project proposal is being considered by the BCHPA as a continuation of this educational series.
As one of the contributors to the initial brochure, I thank
my collaborators John Gates, and Jaquie Bunse, and offer the
following update and summary of our very successful 2004
publication – Honey Bee Pollination and Your Crop:
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Bees and flowers have co-evolved for over 10 million
years. The flowers benefit from pollination while the bees are
rewarded with pollen and nectar.
While bumble bees and other natives are excellent pollinators, only honey bees can be managed in large enough numbers
to ensure adequate pollination at the critical time for an individual crop bloom.
As we’ve been acutely aware of lately, we are losing native
bees due to habitat destruction, insecticides, and monoculture
crop planting.
The honey bee (Apis mellifera L.) has become critical in
managed pollination worldwide.
Pollination is the transfer of pollen from the male part of
a flower to the female part. This enables fertilization, which
results in viable seeds.

Research confirms the economic benefits of using honey
bees to pollinate specific crops such as:
Tree Fruits & Nuts:
Sweet Cherries, Pears, Apples,
Apricots, Plums, Filberts
Small Fruits & Brambles:
Blueberries, Cranberries, Raspberries,
Kiwi Fruit, Black Currants
Field Crops:
Pumpkins, Squash,
Melons, Beans, Cucumbers, Selected
Vegetables being grown for Seed
Oilseed Crops:
Canola, Mustard
Forage Legumes:
Clovers, Sainfoin, Bird’s-Foot Trefoil
Plus Many Flowers and Herbs
WRITE IT DOWN!
Pollination on a commercial scale requires a working partnership between growers and beekeepers. To optimize crop
production, and ensure that the honey bees remain healthy,
communication is imperative. Each crop is unique, and will
benefit from a customized approach. This is a business transaction, and should be recognized as such from the start.

Need Farm Insurance? I can help.
When it comes to your farm, you need the right coverage
at the right price. I’d like the opportunity to earn your business with friendly knowledgeable service and competitive
rates. Just give me a call or drop by to see me.

Largest 100% Canadian multi-product insurer.

Home Autoplan Investments Group Business Farm Travel

Orchard Valley
Insurance Agencies
BETTER YIELDS, BETTER QUALITY
Successful pollination typically increases fruit set, resulting
in higher yields of better-formed, larger, more flavourful fruit
that ripens faster and stores longer.

Michael S. Molnar, Agent
106-3101 Highway 6, Vernon
Insurance@shaw.ca
(250)542-6300
Toll free: 1-888-BUY-COOP
(289-2667)
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Consider the following checklist:
• When is best time to bring in the
bees?
Depends on stage of bloom and percentage of crop in bloom for each crop.
• What is the optimal bee colony per
acre ratio?
Your specific crop, the variety and
planting style are all factors.
• Where to locate the hives?
Shelter, morning sun and road access
are all considerations.
• What preparations are necessary
before the bees arrive?
Often mowing the ground cover is
recommended. Provisions must be made
for a clean water source for the bees.
Insecticide application may also be necessary before introducing the bees.
• Is protection from bears, skunks or
human vandalism needed?
• What are the mutual expectations
of bee colony strength?
Measured by the number of covered
frames and flight activity.
• Agree on a colony rental fee and
schedule of payment. A contract is good
insurance for both parties.
Our BC Apiculture Branch web site
has an excellent sample template to use:
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/apiculture/
forms/pollination_contract.pdf.
DEAD BEES CAN'T POLLINATE
Both beekeepers and growers understand that chemical insecticides are
important tools in crop management.
However, honeybees can be more susceptible to poisoning than the targeted
pests.
To reduce this risk, please consider
the following guidelines:
Timing is Everything
• Avoid spraying insecticides on crops
and ground covers while they’re in
bloom.
• Insecticides are best applied in the
late evening or early morning while
the bees are least active.
Blowin' in the Wind
• Windy conditions and aerial spraying cause insecticide drift. Ground
application is generally preferred.
Choose your Poison
• If possible, please chose the insecticide that is least toxic to bees. Dusts
tend to be more hazardous to bees
than sprays. Granular controls are
generally better.

10
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Steve Gourley photos
Let's Talk
• Open communication and cooperation between the beekeeper and
grower throughout the season will
benefit all involved.
TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT POLLINATION
www.bcbeekeepers.com
www.honeycouncil.ca
www.agf.gov.bc.ca/apiculture

Or go to the portal:
www.infobasket.gov.bc.ca
Apiculture Community
The internationally recognized
McGregor’s Handbook of Pollination
can be accessed through:
www.beeculture.com
Credit: The pollination diagram is
courtesy of The Canadian Association of
Professional Apiculturists CAPA. ❀

Bees Do It!
Small Scale Pollination without the Sting
By Margriet Dogterom, PhD
Although I was the founder and first
editor of BeesCene, as well as designer
of the BeesCene logo, it has been a long
time since I contributed an article for our
magazine. So, when Diane asked me to
do an article on pollination, I thought it
was about time that I did!
Since my four years of editing
Beescene over two decades ago, I have
been involved with pollination research
on blueberries, ginseng, tomatoes, peppers and raspberries. And a wonderful
journey it was!
Pollination is the transfer of pollen
from one flower to another. Bees do a
great job of pollinating flowers! In fact,
most pollination research has been done
with honey bees, but I ventured into the
world of bumble bees and mason bees.
My research on blueberries indicated
that two visits by a bee, whether a bumble bee, honey bee or mason bee, would
generally transfer enough pollen grains
to produce a 1.6 gram berry. That is the
size of a medium-sized grape. Because
bumble bees are fuzzier and faster than
honey bees, they do a better and faster
job of pollination. But you can’t argue
with the number of honey bees that can
be set out into a field.
Another interesting aspect of blueberries that I worked on was that when
one colony of honey bees was set out
to pollinate an acre of blueberries, only
15 percent of blossoms are adequately
pollinated! However, if set out in greater
numbers, honey bees will amply increase
this rate, and produce a much larger crop
for farmers. When three colonies per
acre are set out in blueberries, large berries are produced for the three pickings
that take place for this fruit. Of course,
the weather also has to cooperate in
order for the bees to fly.
My main focus today is to make pollination work for the backyard gardener
and small orchardist. They often live in
the city and cannot keep honey bees, but
these gardeners grow a variety of fruit
trees and are interested in producing
fruit for themselves and others. They
need pollinators and mason bees are the
perfect fit.
In 1999, I set up a company, Crop
Pollination Consultants, of which

Beediverse Products is now my main
focus. I deal solely with mason bees and
supply garden stores with products.
Mason bees are native to North
America. They need small nesting holes
for nesting and are perfect for gardeners
who want a docile bee that requires only
small birdhouse sized nests. Mason bees
appear once a year and pollinate early
spring blossoms. When a nest is present,
more mason bees can be produced for
the following year.
To get started, gardeners should set
out a nest, about the size of a birdhouse,
that contains a wood, cardboard or plas-

tic nesting structure. The best size for the
nesting hole is 5/16” to 3/8” in circumference and 6” deep. The reason for this is
that this size produces more females than
males. Each year, the population will
increase, with ups and downs depending
on the weather and pest problems.
I have designed a system and information that makes it work for the gardener.
I have written a book Pollination with
Mason Bees, have produced a DVD All
about Mason Bees, and have developed a
line of products that can get the gardener
started with mason bees.
People are excited to have their own
bees in their back yard and every day
I hear stories about different devices
people have designed to make it all
work better. For example, the SCOOP,
designed by Randy Person of Olympia,
makes it easy to scoop cocoons from the
nest in order to clean them of mites and
parasitic wasps.
This is the end of my story, but if you
are interested in mason bees, there is lots
of information on the web. It could be an
interesting beginning for you! Go to my
website beediverse.com and read more
about it. Or you can contact me at info@
beediverse.com ❀
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West Coast Bee
Supplies
All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:
- Apistan Strips
- Fumagilin B
- Menthol Boards
- Hive Boxes

- Formic Acid
- Oxytet 25
- Bee Pro
- CheckMite

- Bee Suits and much more

Bob Fisher
Phone 604-272-1921

Ash Apiaries
Custom packed
“Creamed Honey”
• Any size or amount
• Your honey or ours
• Labeled
• Palletized and shrink wrapped

Fax 604-272-1928

Email: bluebob@shaw.ca
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Store Address:
9351 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
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Mailing Address:
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5

Call Bryan, Grant or Floyd
Tel: 204-548-2036
Fax: 204-548-2112
www.ashapiaries.com

Vancouver’s Award Winning WEST Restaurant

“True to Our Region, True to the Seasons”
Chef Warren Geraghty Cooks with Honey…

The engaging biography accompanying the following recipe
begins with the assertion: "The paths people take to a particular place in the food industry are seemingly tortuous if compared with the trajectory of other types of careers."
But in the world of fine dining, working in a multitude of
establishments is really the best way for a talented, ambitious
young chef to develop the skills necessary to perform at a high
level and to arrive as executive chef in a great restaurant.
Apparently there are strong parallels between the restaurant
and beekeeping industry!
Warren Geraghty, executive chef at West since February
2008, wholeheartedly embraced this lifestyle as he made his
way through the fine-dining scene in London, with some significant forays into France thrown in. Warren tells the story of
his beginnings in the industry: "Starting from the very bottom
of the ladder, when I was fourteen years old, I worked my way
up, slowly and surely, learning butchery, fishmongery, bakery,
and so on, so that today I can apply all these skills in the
kitchen.”
Upon accepting his position at Vancouver’s WEST restaurant a year ago, Geraghty said “I think the people at West are
dedicated to the same things I am: offering fresh, flavourful
food in surroundings that make guests feel comfortable and
relaxed while still giving them the feeling of being waited on,
taken care of, with grace and manners.”
BeesCene readers are treated with a recipe from West's first
cookbook, published last fall. The book welcomes you into its
pages just as the award-winning restaurant greets its clientele
with grace and innovation. The reader is invited to feel at ease

and relish the excellence while surveying dynamic menus
showcasing the region's bounty.
With over 100 recipes and full-colour photographs, West:
The Cookbook offers tantalizing starters and main courses
that span the seasons and features suggested wine pairings, as
well as elegant desserts and inventive cocktails.
The recipes are approachable for the home cook, and
packed with flavour.
cont. page 14

New Zealand
Packaged Honeybees
Direct from Kintail Honey on the North Island
of New Zealand

Queens
WEST
The Cookbook
)BSEDPWFSt$%/
*4#/

Hardie Honey
PACKAGE BEES • HONEY • WAX • BULK BEES • QUEENS
4035 Robson Road, Duncan BC V9L 6G7
BLAINE & JAN
DUAINE 250-748-8471
PH/FAX 250-746-4389
hardiehoney@shaw.ca

1 kg cartons

We also supply Queens
from both New Zealand
and Hawaii.

• Pick-up or delivery
• With or without Queens
• Dates available throughout March, April &
May of 2009”.

Call for pricing and availability

Scandia Honey
403-362-3951
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Sherry-Poached Pears with a
Pear and Raisin Compote and
Maple-Roasted Walnuts
From the book West: The Cookbook. © 2008, by Top Table Restaurants & Bars.
Reprinted with permission of the publisher, Douglas & McIntyre, D&M Publishers
Inc.
Poached and roasted pears
4 ripe Bartlett pears
11/4 cups oloroso sherry
1/3 cup sugar
Zest of 1/2 orange
1/4 tsp ground black pepper
1/4 cup raisins
2 Tbsp honey
Juice of 1/2 lemon
Maple-roasted walnuts
3/4 cup walnuts
1/4 cup maple syrup
Crispy filo
1 tsp honey
1 Tbsp unsalted butter, melted
2 sheets filo dough
Serves 4
Poached and roasted pears
Peel, core and slice off the bottom half of each pear. Dice the
bottom halves and set aside. Place pear tops in a medium saucepan with
sherry, sugar and orange zest and simmer until tender, about
1 hour. Allow to cool. Remove pear tops from the liquid and set aside. Heat
cup of the liquid on medium heat until reduced to a syrup, about 15 minutes.
Preheat the oven to 350°f. In a small roasting pan, combine diced pears, black
pepper, raisins, honey and lemon juice. Roast this mixture in the oven, stirring
periodically, until pears are tender but not mushy, about 30 minutes. Remove from
the oven and allow to cool.
Maple-roasted walnuts
Preheat the oven to 350°f. Spread nuts on a baking sheet and lightly toast them in the
oven for 10 minutes. Shake off and discard the skin from the nuts. Drizzle nuts with
syrup and toss to coat. Return to the oven and, stirring every 5 minutes, bake until
all the maple syrup has crystallized, about 20 minutes.
Crispy filo
Preheat the oven to 325°f and line a baking sheet with parchment paper. Whisk
together honey and butter and brush onto one sheet of filo dough. Place the other
sheet on top and flatten with a rolling pin. Brush the top with the honey butter. Cut
the dough into dime-thick strips and lay them out on the baking sheet. Bake about
10 minutes until golden brown.
To serve
Roughly chop walnuts and toss with roasted pear mixture. Divide the pear and
walnut mixture among four ring moulds the same diameter as the pear tops, pressing
down gently with the back of a spoon. Carefully remove rings. Place the poached
pear on top and drizzle sherry reduction over the pear. Sprinkle filo strips around the
pear to look like a nest.
Suggested wine
Try a very good cream or Pedro Ximénez sherry.❀
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Proteomics and Other Musings
By Dr. Leonard J Foster
Happy New Year BeesCene readers!
It was nice to connect with a lot of you
again at the AGM in Prince George.
Since we’ve only been able to present
our research to the whole community
once a year at the AGM, I thought
that contributing a regular column to
BeesCene on the state-of-the-art in
bee research might be of interest to
many readers. The general format we’re
planning to follow is as seen here: a
brief update on our our Apis mellifera
Proteomics of Innate ResiStance APIS
project and other on-going work in our
lab, as well as a short synopsis of a
recent, selected scientific publication
about bees. Our aim with this synopsis is
to bring to your attention interesting new
findings about bee biology.
UBC Bee Research update: Our big
project aimed at identifying markers for
resistance to American Foulbrood and
Varroa got underway this past summer
with us traveling to Beaverlodge, AB, and
Grand Forks, BC to collect hemolymph
(blood) from worker larvae, as well
as antennae and midguts from adult
workers. There are approximately 60
colonies involved in the project at each
site and Andony Melathopoulos and Liz
Huxter have been working hard to collect
various pieces of information for each
colonies, such as hygienic behaviour,
honey yields, etc. Comfortingly, it
seems that we have a very diverse gene
pool in the experiment, which gives us
confidence that the experiments have a
good chance at succeeding. In August
we also had another research associate

join our group, Rob Parker, who has
now started analyzing all these tissues
back in our laboratory at UBC. The
first few months of the fall were spent
optimizing extraction and analysis
conditions and in November we started
running samples for real. We expect to
keep our instruments busy for several
months now with the analysis of these
samples, finishing just in time to start
analyzing the anticipated samples from
next summer’s field experiments!
Do bees sleep? I don’t know about you,
but I get this question pretty frequently
and I’ve never really known how to
answer it well. Tom Seeley’s research
group at Cornell University in New York
has come out with a study (Klein et al
(2008) Caste-dependent sleep of worker

New and Used
Storage Tanks for
Honey,
Liquid Sucrose
and more!
We do custom plastic manufacturing and repairs.

Twin Maple Industrial Tanks
Abbotsford, BC
Phone: (604) 854-6776 Toll Free: (800) 663-8898 Fax: (604) 854-3223
E-mail: garry@tmitanks.com
www.tmitanks.com

honey bees. J. Exp. Biol. 211(18):302840) that asks just this question. Using
observation hives they looked at the
different kinds of workers (i.e., foragers,
nurse bees, etc.) to see when and how
they sleep. They defined sleep as periods
of no movement when the bees were
either inside a cell or outside on comb
or frames. Not surprisingly, they found
that foragers did most of their sleeping
at night, predominantly sleeping outside
of cells. Food storers also slept most at
night, while nurse bees and cell-cleaning
bees were observed to sleep at any time
of the 24 hour cycle, mostly inside cells.
They also noted that younger bees sleep
longer, on average, than older bees.
What I found most intriguing is how
closely bee sleep behaviour seems to
parallel humans – those that work during
the day sleep at night and those that
care for children sleep when they can!
No word on whether drones need sleep
during their busy schedule…❀

Your First Choice
For Healthy Bees
FUMAGILIN-B
OXYTET-25 SOLUBLE
FOULBROOD MIX
APISTAN
FORMIC ACID
BEE-REPEL
CHECKMITE
From Bee Supply Dealers or
Medivet Pharmaceuticals Ltd.
4 - 55 - 9th Avenue S.E.
High River, Alberta T1V 1E6
Telephone 403-652-4441
Fax 403-652-3692
info@medivet.ca
www.medivet.ca
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Mr. Schneider Came A-Calling
the Story Behind the Story of International Honey Laundering
By Diane Dunaway
Early last October, a very charming man called me. He spoke
loudly and quickly, and was clearly on a mission. A beekeeper
in Oregon had given him my name. He proceeded to flatter me
by deferring to my position as an editor, whilst he was merely
a newspaper reporter. He was investigating a story lead he had
about honey imports and wondered if I might hook him up with
some Canadian honey and beekeeping people. Always one to
cautiously oblige, I passed along a few names … and then on a
whim, Googled this mystery man.
Andrew Schneider is senior national correspondent for investigations at the Seattle Post-Intelligencer. During his journalism career, Schneider has won two Pulitzer Prizes, one in
public service and one for specialized reporting, as well as a
National Headliner Award, the Society of Professional Journalists’ public service award, the George Polk award, and others.
He recently won the John B. Oakes Award for Distinguished
Environmental Journalism.
Over the past three months, Andrew and I have checked in
with each other periodically. I’ve come to appreciate his very
down-to-earth qualities and his sly sense of humour! His research resulted in a seven-part series on Honey Laundering that
was released on December 30. The story created a whirlwind
of interest, including CBC radio interviews and coverage in the
Victoria Times Colonist and both Vancouver daily papers.
As is the practice these days, you can find his work online.
Go to: http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/specials/honey/
For a more casual approach, you may find Andrew’s blog
archive of interest: http://blog.seattlepi.nwsource.com/secretingredients/index.xml
Here is an excerpt from his blog the day after his story broke:

In pursuit of laundered Chinese honey or, have I
wasted the past five months of my life?
I know. I have done a horrible job of keeping the blog active

and interesting and many have expressed your views on
my laziness or concerns on my demise. For the past few
months I have been on the road chasing several stories
that raised possible public health issues.
The information came from about 180 plus interviews,
422 e-mails, elaborate databases of thousands of ocean
shipping documents from Import-Genus and Trade-Mining LLC. Daniel Lathrop's (our computer guru) skillful manipulations of customs and Commerce Department tallies
of honey shipments crossing the Canadian and Mexican
borders and Aubrey Cohen, our real estate wizard, who
translated Russian letters and customs documents.
However, the truth would never have shown through
without help and patience of lots of beekeepers, honey
importers and packers, apiculturists, some federal agents
who help sort through misinformation being shoveled by
their Washington headquarters. Especially surprising was
the help offered in Canada, Russia, Thailand, Vietnam,
India and Australia from honey brokers and producers,
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Foreign and U.S. overseas trade and ICE officials, and
honey associations.
For those of you who don't want to wade through the
stories, here are the points they make: Most U.S. and
Canadian honey is of high quality and safe; the large
majority of honey consumed in the U.S. is imported; millions of pounds of Chinese honey destine for the U.S., is
transshipped and frequently mislabeled as coming from
a different foreign country; some importers and honey
packers are in on the con; federal investigators and some
large honey importer say they still find Chinese honey
tainted with illegal medications; FDA, USDA and customs
agents have far too much on their plates to pay much
attention to honey and only a smallest fraction of honey
seeping through out borders is ever tested.
Just days before going to press with this issue of BeesCene,
I called Andrew to ask for a few comments, including ones
specific to Canada about his research experience. He said that
he had discovered many amazing people and a few unsavoury
characters along the way. Most were fervently passionate about
the quality of their honey, while a few were simply out to make
money. Andrew said that while Canadians are further ahead
with our system of CFIA inspections, that we shouldn’t assume
that they aren’t at times overwhelmed by the task at hand, just
as their counterparts to the south are most of the time.
From Sooke to Saskatchewan, Andrew met with nearly 20
honey industry representatives. He could not say enough about
how impressed he was with Elise Gagnon, President and owner
of Odem International, based in Montreal. He said that between
Ms. Gagnon and Joanne Baker they could give a course in
tracking illegal trans-shipping of honey. In his words, “Damn,
they’re sharp!” As honey brokers, they are incredibly diligent
and really care about the Canadian industry.
Andrew was also quite excited to mention the work of Florida’s honey advocate Nancy Gentry. She is the driving force
behind enacting a legal description for honey in a state-by-state
movement. Adopting the honey standard by rule could truly be
one of the most far-reaching initiatives ever conceived in honey
marketing in the USA. One would think that Canadian honey
producers will also benefit from this initiative. Check Andrew’s
blog for an update on Nancy’s progress later this month.
A sad note: I was sorry to hear that the Seattle Post-Intelligencer may be folding. The P-I is Seattle’s oldest newspaper
and has been publishing for 88 years. On January 9, the parent
company Hearst announced that the money-losing paper was
up for sale. As it is unlikely to find a buyer at a time when newspapers are struggling to find their role in a world increasingly
dominated by the Internet and online news, the venerable newspaper may be forced to fold. Readers enjoy the fact that news
online is free, however, it should be kept in mind that investigative journalism is usually funded by newspapers. What does
this mean for the future of work done by investigative reporters
such as Andrew Schneider? I wish Andrew all the best and hope
that he finds a way to continue his valuable work. ❀

Bee Masters Short Course
76 Year Tradition Going Strong
The Bee Masters 2009 Short Course is set for March 9-13,
at Simon Fraser University's main campus in Burnaby. This
week-long, intensive course combines illustrated lectures, laboratory periods, social events and an optional final examination
on Friday, March 13. Participation is limited to 50. As of the
time of publishing, spaces are still available.
Background Beekeeping leaders had for twenty years tried
to interest the University of British Columbia UBC in a senior
beekeeping course. In the 1930s the BC Department of Agriculture and the BC Honey Producers Association set up a series
of examinations, which a beekeeper was required to pass to
qualify for a Beemaster Certificate.
The first examinations were held at UBC in 1933. Some
twenty beekeepers qualified. In total, forty-five beekeepers obtained a certificate before the early 1950s. The Bee Masters
Short Course eventually moved to Simon Fraser University in
the early1980’s, where Dr. Mark Winston’s enthusiastic team
further enhanced the bi-annual course. Many beekeepers from
throughout North America have since benefited from this fantastic education opportunity. BC Apiary inspectors were and
still are required to be certified Bee Masters.
Course Outline This is an advanced level course, and participants will be expected to have kept bees for a few seasons,
and have some knowledge about bees and beekeeping. Hobbyist and commercial beekeepers are equally welcomed.
Topics are wide-ranging and include:
IPM of Varroa mites
Bee colony inspection
Management of wintered colonies
Nutrition and supplemental feeding
Detection and control of brood diseases
Nosema disease and much more

HURRY!
There’s still
time
register!” to
Special Guests
Dr. Stephen Sheppard,
Washington State University,
Pullman, WA
Dr. Leonard Foster, University of British Columbia
Dr. Stephen Pernal, Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada,
Beaverlodge, AB
Andony Melathopoulos, Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada,
Beaverlodge, AB

2009 Bee Masters
Short Course

March 9 - 13, 2009
Simon Fraser University
Burnaby, BC

Registration & Details:
Tel: 778.782.4910; Fax: 778.782.3420
Email: conference_services@sfu.ca
Website:
www.sfu.ca/conferences/beemasters2009
Sponsored by
Apiculture Program, BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands
Continuing Studies, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, BC

Local Guests
Paul van Westendorp, BC Ministry of Agriculture & Lands,
Abbotsford, BC
Rachel Richardson, BC Ministry of Agriculture & Lands,
Abbotsford, BC
John Gibeau, Commercial Beekeeper/Pollination Services,
Surrey, BC
Local Bee Experts: Daniela Bates, Jaquie Bunse, and Heather
Higo
The Bee Masters Short Course is surprisingly affordable. Reasonably priced on-campus accommodation is an option for outof-town participants.
For further information or to register:
Call 778-782-4910 or email conference_services@sfu.ca
www.sfu.ca/conferences/beemasters2009
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OUR BUSINESS.....
..... IS PACKAGING YOURS
We have a wide range of stock glass & plastic
containers including honey bears & bee hives.
We also carry a variety of plastic and metal lids,
including printed honey comb lids.
PLEASE CALL US FOR A QUOTE.
AMPAK DISTRIBUTION INC.
Unit 115 - 13480 Crestwood Place
Richmond BC V6V 2K1
Telephone: (604) 273-9631
Fax: (604) 273-1865
lsimpson@ampak.ca
splester@ampak.ca
www.ampak.ca

FLYING
DUTCHMAN
Pierco
Foundation and Frames

• Container LABELS of
any size or shape

Sherriff
Bee Suits

• Gift set PACKAGING
for your specialty honey
collections

Varroa Nator
Screened Bottom Boards

Toll free
1-800-661-3377

BEE SUPPLIES, PACKAGES
NUCS AND QUEENS
Vancouver Island Pollination Services
6124 Metral Dr., Nanaimo BC V9T 2L6
Phone 250-390-2313 1-877-390-6890
Fax 250-390-5180
E-mail: flydutch@telus.net Stan & Cheryl Reist

18

• 100% Recyclable
DISPLAY UNITS
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www.greatlittlebox.com
email:
info@greatlittlebox.com.
Richmond,
Kelowna, Victoria
and Everett, Wa

Sustaining the Honey
Bee – Our company
pledges to donate to
BC’s Boone Hodgson
Wilkinson Bee
Research Fund for
every order placed by a
BCHPA Member.
We’re Partners in
Everyone’s Future!

CSI Apiary: Season Three
The Continued Unravelling of Colony Collapse Disorder
Catching up with Dennis vanEngelsdorp,
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture
Epidemiology – (noun) The study of the incidence and
distribution of diseases, and their control and prevention.
“Imagine if one of every three cows died. The
National Guard would be out.” It’s a grim premise, but a
favourite analogy of apiculturist Dennis vanEngelsdorp,
who since the 2006/2007 beekeeping season has studied
why the same percentage of bees has vanished in North
America.
Colony Collapse Disorder CCD is complex and mysterious, driven by pesticides, toxins and disease, and
threatens not only the existence of the honey bees but
also the food they pollinate – a third of what we eat. As
much as everyone would like to see a speedy and tidy
conclusion to CCD, this complicated syndrome has yet
to be fully understood.
In addition to his extensive research work on CCD,
Dennis has been very active on the lecture circuit speaking to academic colleagues and the general public alike.
To fight recent losses, he strongly advocates for urban
beekeeping.
VanEngelsdorp says, “Pollinators are canaries in the coal
mine, and their disappearance is a referendum on the state of
our environment – a reminder of the brilliant and frightening
interdependence of our ecosystem.”
To see Dennis in action, you can find him on the Internet
where his 2008 TED Technology, Entertainment, Design
lecture is posted: http:/www.ted.com/index.php/talks.dennis_vanengelsdorp_a_plea_for_bees.html

THE HUMAN RISK FACTOR
There are approximately 900 commercial migratory beekeeping operations left in the USA. As the CCD epidemic
enters a third year of 36% honey bee colony losses, the worry
is that these businesses may too collapse. Peoples’ livelihoods
are at risk, as is the unique skill set of these specialized farmers. Honey bee pollination is imperative for sustaining the
world’s food supply. We need these operations!

Dennis has kindly agreed to share highlights from his
latest CCD presentation with our BeesCene community. We
thank him for the considerable time and care that he afforded
to this process.

JINGLEPOT APIARIES
Queens, Nucs, Package Bees
Sol Nowitz & Dori Mowbray

250-753-9619
2262 East Wellington Rd., Nanaimo, BC V9R 6V8
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net

Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing
Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill
Box 100
Bulyea, Saskatchewan
SOG 0L0

Phone: 306-725-4820
Fax: 306-725-3193
www.lambacres.ca

COLLABORATIVE TEAM APPROACH
Dennis vanEngelsdorp is quick to emphasize the formidable group effort that has gone into researching CCD over
the past three years. To name a few, he’s worked closely with
Jeff Pettis, leader of the USDA lab that handles sample material; pathologists Diana Cox-Foster and Jay Evans of Penn
State University; Florida apiculturist Jerry Hayes; Maryann
Frazier and Jim Frazier also from Penn State who are working
on sublethal pesticide bioassays: and David R. Tarpy of North
Carolina State University.
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NOT SO MUCH THE STRESS OF MOVING BEES
BUT THE INTENSE CROWDING OF COLONIES
An early hypothesis suggested that the stress of moving bees was a determining factor in CCD. A survey of
beekeepers suggests this is not true, although the condition is thought to be contagious and so large operations,
whether they’re migratory or stationary, are prone to having larger losses than small ones.

ANECDOTAL REPORTS RING TRUE
Commercial beekeepers were asked to report on what
they believed that their bees were dying from. They
attributed most losses to poor queens, followed by starvation, Varroa mite infestation, and then CCD and other
pathogens such as Nosema. Starvation wasn’t factored in
by the migratory sector, as syrup feeding is an integral
part of their routine. Remarkably, after months of field
and laboratory research, hard scientific data confirmed
these beekeepers’ observations. Science serendipitously
proved how incredibly attuned these professional beekeepers are to their apiaries.

20

VOLUME 25, #1 FEBRUARY 2009

CCD SYMPTOMS AND THE ALTRUISTIC
ABSCONDING FACTOR
Research has now confirmed the symptoms typical of
CCD. Of the symptoms listed here, an absence of dead
bees is the surest sign that CCD is the culprit. It’s thought
that unhealthy bees altruistically leave the hive, choosing
suicide over the possibility of infecting their hive mates.
Dead colonies with an absence of bee corpses accounted
for 60% of all the 750,000 to 1 million colonies estimated to have died in the United States over the winter
of 2007–2008.

COMB MANAGEMENT
Radiation, when available, is the clear choice when it
comes to managing comb from colonies that have died
from CCD. Reclaiming disease ridden comb through
irradiation versus starting with all new comb has proven
to be the best environment for bee larvae to thrive.
.

THE QUESTION OF PESTICIDES
There are more questions than answers at this stage
when it comes to hive and environmental pesticides.
Some hives remain healthy with heavy miticide contamination in their brood comb, while others don’t exhibit
such resistance. Another condition associated with pesticide is entombed pollen, such as shown in this slide. A
whopping 43% of the colonies having these propolised
brick-red pollen cells in June were dead, compared to
20% of colonies without the condition. The commonly
used farm fungicide, chlorothalonil, is thought to be
associated with this condition.

CCD UNDER THE MICROSCOPE
As the slides show, anomalies have been found in both
the rectums and Malpighian tubules (kidneys) of these
unhealthy bees. It isn’t yet known whether or not these
symptoms are causative or secondary infections. The
question remains, “Why are these bees getting sick?”

BAD NEWS ABOUT DOWN UNDER IMPORTS
Australian package bees appear to have less Varroa
mite resistance than their American cousins, and have
a much higher prevalence of chalkbrood. These factors
contribute significantly to the noticeably higher mortality rate of imported Australian package bees. ❀
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Calendar…
March 7, 2009
BCHPA Semi-Annual Meeting
Kamloops
For details contact Ian Farber
Tel 250-579-8518 Email: Ian_Farber@telus.net

January 12 - 16
North American Beekeeping Conference
North American Beekeeping Conference Joint meeting of
American Beekeeping Federation, Canadian Honey Council and Canadian Association of Professional Apiculturists
Wyndham Orlando Resort 8001 International Drive Orlando, Florida 32819 . Phone 877-999-3223 or 407-351-2420
Regular Regional Meetings

March 9 -13
Bee Masters Short Course
A Bee Masters Course will be held at Simon Fraser University, Burnaby BC March 9-13, 2009. Registration and details
phone 778-782-4910. Email conference_services@sfu.ca.
June 22 -28
National Pollinator Week
National Pollinator Week is June 22-28, 2009. Beecome involved at: www.pollinator.org
August 3 - 7
Eastern Apicultural Society Conference
The EAS Short Course will be held Monday-Wednesday,
August 3-5, 2009 and the EAS Conference will follow
Wednesday-Friday, August 5-7, 2009. The event will be held
at Holiday Valley Resort in Ellicottville, NY.
August 17 - 20
Western Apicultural Society
The annual WAS Conference will commence the evening
of Monday, August 17 to Thursday, August 20, 2009 at the
Dry Creek Best Western Inn, 198 Dry Creek Road, Healdsburg, California, USA Event Website: http://groups.ucanr.
org/WAS/index.cfm
September 15-20
Apimondia 2009
in Montpellier in the South of France.
www.apimondia2009.com
November 2 - 4
Alberta Beekeepers AGM
The AGM of Alberta Beekeepers will be held at the Fantasyland Hotel, Edmonton AB For more information email
Gertie at: albertabeekeepers.org.
November 6 - 15
Royal Winter Fair
The Royal is the largest combined indoor agricultural fair
and international equestrian competition in the world. The
CHC donates a silver tray to the honey competition every
year. This year the event will be held 6-15 November at the
Direct Energy Centre, Exhibition Park Toronto.
November 23 - 28
Canadian Western Agribition
Canadian Western Agribition is Canada’s Premier International Agricultural Show and Marketplace featuring over
4,000 head of livestock, over 450 commercial trade show
exhibits, the CCA Finals Rodeo, honey show, western entertainment, and much more
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North Okanagan Beekeepers Association
TBA - contact Bob Chisholm for details 250-762-2203
bobnkaye@shaw.ca
Shuswap Beekeepers Association:
Meet the first Monday of each month at the Salmon Arm
Secondary School. Contact: Bill Lynch 250-832-2732
Kamloops Division BCHPA: Regular meetings 7 p.m., Jan.
18, Mar. 15, May 17 (3rd Wed. of every second month),
Thompson Rivers University, Kamloops, BC. Contact Ian
Farber 250-579-8518.
Prince George Beekeepers Association: Meetings every 2nd
Monday of the month. contact Gerry Bomford 250-970-0228.
South Fraser Division BCHPA: Meetings 1st Tuesday of
month, September to June. St. Andrew’s Anglican Church,
20955 Old Yale Rd, Langley. 7:30 pm. Field day in April, AGM
- September. Info 604-856-4438.
Nanaimo Division BCHPA - Regular meetings 4th Wednesday
each month, Fairview School. Info Stan Reist 250-390-4879.
Comox Valley Beekeepers - Regular meeting last Tuesday of
month, Dove Creek Hall. Info Urs Shcaufeibuhl 250-337-8858.
Cowichan Valley Beekeepers - Regular meetings 3rd Thursday
each month, Ag Fair Office. Info Blaine Hardie 250-746-4389
Capital Region Beekeepers - Regular meetings 2nd Thursday
each month, St. Aidan’s Church Hall, Victoria. Info Ed Banas
250-656-1977.
Richmond Beekeepers’ Association - Meet at 7:30 pm on
the second Tuesday of every month (except July & August)
at the Kinsmen Nature Park Pavilion in Richmond (slightly
west of Westminster Hwy & No. 5 Road). Info Chris Kramer
604-992-7431.
Quesnel Beekeepers Association - Meet 3rd Monday of the
month (except March, which is the 2nd Monday) at Quesnel
Secondary School.
Sunshine Coast Club
Meeting dates are the first Sunday in February, April, July and
September For more info contact Allan Cobbin 604-886-7006
EXTRA BEESCENES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.

CHC 2009 Annual Report
by Ted Hancock
The 2009 CHC annual general meeting was held earlier
than usual this year so that it
would coincide with the Ontario
Beekeepers Association’s AGM.
The CHC AGM took place
December 9 and 10, 2008 in
Niagara Falls, Ontario and the convention that followed was
well attended, with beekeepers coming from most provinces
and some states.
Outgoing CHC president and BC representative Ed Nowek
and I both attended. Ed deserves our thanks for the great
amount of time and effort he has given, as our representative,
to help in the reorganization of the CHC. As president of the
CHC, Ed also played a key role in keeping Honey Council
united and working together despite sometimes having to deal
with controversial issues.
While in Niagara, I found time to watch an IMAX movie

outlining the history of the Falls. The first person to go over
the falls in a barrel was a 63-year-old school teacher named
Annie Taylor. She took a cat with her. The movie did not
explain what possessed Annie to go over the falls in a barrel
— maybe she was just planning to send the cat and decided to
climb in herself at the last minute. Anyway, the idea caught on
and for awhile there, everyone and his brother was going over
the Falls in a barrel.
According to IMAX, the Maid of the Mist was a beautiful
Indian maiden from antiquity who got trapped in an arranged
marriage with some old cob in his 60’s (60 was so much older
back then). To escape, she jumped in a canoe and paddled
over the Falls. She didn’t survive the trip, but somehow this
act gave her the power to save others who found themselves
going over. In the movie, Annie and the cat survived their trip,
during which the ghost of the Misty Maid stood on a rock at the
bottom of the falls with her arms stretched up in the air. The cat
was black going into the barrel but came out white.
A chef from Buffalo was not so lucky. In 1930, his barrel
got stuck behind the Falls for 22 hours. By design, a water
tight barrel does not have a lot of air, so the chef suffocated.
In a subsequent attempt, another feller tried to get fresh air by

placing a 100-pound anvil in the bottom of his barrel so that
his air hole in the top of the barrel would stay above water
(You took a cat? Well, I’m taking an anvil!).
There was a happy ending of sorts to the chef from Buffalo’s barrel. A cheap Canadian who couldn’t afford a barrel
but really, really wanted one, waited patiently down river until
the chef’s barrel finally shook loose and came floating by. He
pulled the barrel from the river, removed the chef from Buffalo and used the barrel the following year to shoot the rapids
below the Falls, to great acclaim.
However, I digress. At our AGM in Niagara the CHC board
continued to work on behalf of bees and beekeepers. To that
end we passed a number of resolutions, formed committees and
made action plans. To see these, go to: http://www.honeycouncil.ca/index.php/aboutus and follow the links.
There has been some controversy over the fact that the
CHC’s annual meeting is no longer open to the public. There
are a number of reasons for this. Perhaps the most important reason is that it was often the case at past meetings that
the only members of the public to attend were government
officials. Allowing them to witness heated debates over sensitive issues exposed divisions between Council members and
worked to undermine the Council’s efforts to influence government policy. As a compromise, board meetings will now have
a question and answer period open to the public. We will also
publish the resolutions and Action Summary mentioned above
at http://www.honeycouncil.ca/. At this website you will also
find a good summary of presentations given at the convention.
One of the most informative and alarming presentations I
heard at the convention was by Elise Gagnon of Odem International. She estimates that at least 10 percent of the “honey”
imported into the USA is not real honey. Instead, it is a product
that mimics honey but is made from other sweeteners. This
honey analogue can be purchased by honey packers for $.85/
lb., which is well below the current price for bulk honey at
$1.50/lb. Ms. Gagnon emphasized that if the USA is not able
to find a way to stop this practice, the price of genuine honey
will plummet. Canadian beekeepers are fortunate that they
have a strong national body in the CHC that keeps in close
communication with the Canadian Food Inspection Agency to
ensure this practice is not occurring in Canada.
The CHC continues to lobby the federal government to
compensate beekeepers for high hive losses. I will update you
on this effort in my next report.
I will be attending meetings in Winnipeg January 19 and 20
to work on the Hive Health initiative Ed mentioned in his last
report. The hive health project is intended to:
“Identify existing hive health monitoring capacity and
deficiencies with input from industry stakeholders including
provincial apiculturists, beekeepers and CHC member organizations.” and
“Create a prototype national hive health information system (HHIS) and strategic framework for the future which will
engage and serve the Canadian honey bee industry.”
I encourage you to get more information on this and other
issues at the CHC website.
See the website for Canada’s new honey drum standards (no
air holes, no anvils, no cats). ❀
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British Columbia Bee Breeders Association
ASHCROFT HONEY

GOLDEN EARS APIARIES

NICOLA VALLEY APIARIES

Joe & Marguerite Lomond
Box 567 Savona, B.C. V0K 2J0.
(250) 373-2540
QN

Jean-Marc LeDorze
33197 Ito Place Mission, B.C. V2V 3W7
jmcshipley@shaw.ca
(604) 820-6924
Fax(604) 820-6924
QNCP

Alan & Meg Paulson
Box 1995 Merritt, B.C. V1K 1B8
meg or alan@nicolavalleyhoney.com
(250) 378-5208 Fax(250) 378-5208
QNC

BABE’S HONEY FARM
Bob Mitchell
334 Walton Place Victoria, B.C. V8X 3X1
(250) 658-8319
CQNP

BARRY BEADMAN
RR1 Site 2, Comp 21 Oliver, B.C. V0H 1T0
barry&diane@telus.net
(250) 498-3153
QN

BEE HAVEN FARM
Steve & Gail Mitchell
4820 Wilson Road Duncan, B.C. V9L 6L6
beehaven@shaw.ca
(250) 746-9916
Fax(250) 746-9233
QNP

PLANET BEE APIARIES
HARDIE HONEY
Blaine & Jan Hardie
4035 Robson Road Duncan, B.C. V9L 6G7
hardiehoney@shaw.ca
(250) 746-4389
Fax(250) 746-4389
QNPB

HONEYBEE CENTRE
John Gibeau
7480 176 Street Surrey, B.C. V3S 8E7
info@honeybeecentre.com
(604) 575-2337
Fax(604) 575-2338
QNP

Ed Nowek
5011 Bella Vista Road Vernon, B.C. V1H 1A1
beeworld@junction.net (250) 542-8088
QN

PURPLE GOLD APIARIES
Ron & Trudi Simonson
16431 78 Avenue Surrey, B.C. V4N 0M3
info@purplegoldhoney.com
(604) 574-6272
Fax(604) 574-6242
QNP

ROD JO MOODY APIARIES

Rodney & Jo Moody
1575 Robson Lane, RR #1
Cowichan Bay, B.C. V0R 1N1
JINGLEPOT APIARIES
rodjo@pacificcoast.net
Sol Nowitz
2262 E. Wellington Road Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 6V8 (250) 743-1939
BEES ‘N’ GLASS
Q
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
P.O. Box 149 Lake Cowichan, B.C. V0R 2G0 (250) 753-9619
QNP
lindahls@shaw.ca
SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
(250) 749-3800
Blair & Cheryl Tarves
QNPS
Site 10, Comp 7, RR1 Cawston, B.C. V0X 1C0
JOHN GATES
1262 Round Lake Road Armstrong, B.C. V0E 1B5 (250) 499-2555
QN
johngates@telus.net
BRENDA'S BEES
(250) 546-6212
Brenda Jager
QN
948 Harrison Way
SWEETACRE APIARIES
Gabriola Island, BC V0R 1X2
Bill Stagg
250-755-5834
2169 Lakeview Drive Sorrento, B.C. V0E 2W2
KAYE’S BEES APIARY
bzbees@telus.net
hnywgn@shuswap.net (250) 675-4863
R.W. (Bob) Chisholm
Q/C
QN
331 Valley Road Kelowna, B.C. V1N 2E5
bobnkaye@shaw.ca
(250) 762-2203
FLOWER POWER APIARIES
VAN ISLE APIARIES AND BEE PRODUCTS
Fax(250) 762-2203
Michael McLennan
Grant Stringer
4550 Hillview Road Grand Forks, B.C. V0H Q N
8183 Alec Rd., Saanichton, B.C. V8M 1S3
1H5
Ph. (250) 652-9834 Fax:(250) 665-6121
(250) 442-2933
KETTLE VALLEY QUEENS
e-mail: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Fax(250) 442-2933
Terry & Elizabeth Huxter
QNB
NPB
4880 Wells Road Grand Forks, B.C. V0H 1H5
lizandterry@gmail.com
WILD MOUNTAIN HONEY FARMS
(250) 442-5204
FLYING DUTCHMAN
Dianne Wells & Reg Kienast
Fax(250) 442-3300
Stan & Cheryl Reist
4471 Hallam Road Armstrong, B.C. V0E 1B4
QN
6124 Metral Drive Nanaimo, B.C. V9T 2L6
rkienast@telus.net (250) 546-6149
dutchman@island.net
QNS
flydutch@telus.net
(250) 390-2313
Fax(250) 390-5180
• B = Bulk Bees
• Q=Queens
• P = Packages
QNP

• C = Queen Cells
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• N = Nucs

• S= Shook Swarm

Minutes of the BC Honey Producers’ Association Annual General Meeting
Held 24 October 2008, at the Inn of the North, Prince George, BC
The meeting was called to order by the president, John
Gibeau, at 8:40 a.m.
Gerry Bomford, the president of the Prince George
Division, welcomed the delegates to Prince George.
Reist/Hancock moved
“That the agenda as circulated be adopted”
Carried
Reist/Lance Cuthill moved
“That the minutes of the 2008 AGM as printed in the
February 2008 BeesCene be adopted.”
Carried
President Report: John Gibeau
Reported on the busy time the executive has had over the
past year. He noted our concern that we have had six years of
a declining number of bee colonies in the province. He talked
about disease and pest control and how that might impact the
public perception of honey and bee hive products as a pure
natural source of food. He noted the executive was here to
assist beekeepers and asked for member support in determining the ways the assistance can be given.
He reported on the many meetings and conferences he had
attended on our behalf:
• The WAS conference
• The Van Han Auction
• Ernie Fuhr’s estate to give advice on the value of equipment
• The Southern Alberta Pollinators’ Association
• The American Apitherapy Conference
• The Cloverdale Rotary Club
• The Langley Bee Symposium
He also reported on his work with the BIDI committee,
and, with executive members, on the membership dues/CHC
issue, the tech transfer concept, BC disaster relief initiatives,
and the Apivar EUR.
First vice-president report: Bobby Cuthill reported on the
organization of the AGM and the speakers at the convention.
Second vice-president report: Mike Campbell reported on
issues surrounding on the membership dues/CHC issue and our
liability insurance program.
Treasurer report: Alan Paulson gave his report on the
organization’s finances. (A copy of the report can be requested
from the BCHPA secretary.)
Reist/Dave Johnson moved
“That the treasurer’s report be adopted as presented.”
Carried
Blaine Hardie/Steve Mitchell moved
“That the budget as presented be adopted.”
Carried
President John Gibeau reported on the Honeybee Centre
display at the PNE in 2008. He reported that he had dedicated a
section of the display to the BCHPA and described the section.
More than 80,000 people passed through the display. Janice
Bobic was the winner of the honey competition. The display
included a domed hive, a nest of bald-faced hornets and bee
beard competitions every Saturday and Sunday at 4 p.m.

Lance Cuthill/Mike Campbell moved “That we thank John
for his tremendous display promoting bees.” Carried
The president reported that the President’s Award for outstanding service to the BCHPA would be presented at the banquet in the evening. The 2008 winner was Diane Dunaway for
her outstanding work with the BeesCene publication.
The CHC report was given by Ed Nowek. (It had been
previously circulated in the BeesCene.) Ed expanded on the
fee portion: we pay $7500 for directors’ fees and an additional
assessment of $5400 based upon the total number of hives in
the province. The CHC restructuring is just about complete. A
new project, the Hive Health project, is underway. It is a 5 to
15 year plan for dealing with hive health in a proactive way.
and it is part of the Growing Forward program. The labeling
project was disrupted by the election and will now have to
start again from the beginning. Ed reported on meetings with
the PRMP, which resulted in the EUR for Apivar in August
of 2008. Work on the honey bee disaster relief program is
underway, but was put on hold during the election. The CHC
is concerned with both the loss of livestock and the loss of
production. CBISQT is now in technical review and will be
producing a good beekeeping practice manual. The CHC will
be having a joint conference in Orlando, Florida with the ABA
and the AHPA. Work is continuing on the foreign worker committee and the Pierre the Bear program.
A question was asked about what percentage of the BC
hives are represented by members of the BCHPA. Paul van
Westendorp indicated that it was somewhere in the range of
87 percent.
Regional reports had been published in the BeesCene but
were expanded on in person by Mike Todd, the regional rep
for the Fraser Valley, Brian Scullion, from Vancouver Island
South, Lance Cuthill from the East Kootenays, Larry Lindhal
from Vancouver Island North, Dave Henderson from the West
Kootenays, Kerry Clark from the Peace River, Bob Chisholm
from the North Okanagan, and Diane Dunaway from the
Cariboo.
Mike Campbell presented the report on the Certified
Producer Program, the Nutritional Label Program, and the
Honey Industry Development Fund on behalf of Duaine
Hardie who was unable to attend the AGM.
Dr. Boone presented the report on the Boone Hodgson
Wilkinson Trust Fund.
Ian Farber reported on the BCHPA library.
Lance Cuthill reported on the work done by the membership/CHC dues committee.
Diane Dunaway reported on the BeesCene publication.
New Business
Gibeau/Mike Campbell moved
“That the $10.00 membership discount granted to those
who pay through their affiliated club be discontinued and a
$5.00 service fee be charged to those who purchase insurance
through the BCHPA.”
Carried
Lance Cuthill/Elizabeth Huxter moved
“That the constitutional amendments be dealt with ad seriatim.”
Carried.
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Duaine Hardie/John Gibeau moved
“That section 6.3 of the bylaws be amended by adding
“Members who have not renewed their membership by the due
date become members not in good standing until the annual
fees are paid. Memberships terminate December 31 if the
annual fees have not been forwarded to the treasurer.”
Carried with the appropriate majority 29 yes, 8 nay
Duaine Hardie/John Gibeau moved
“That section 13.2 of the bylaws be amended by adding
“Canadian Honey Council Representative” after Second Vice
President; and by adding a new section 14.7:
“14.7 The Canadian honey Council’s duties shall include:
14.7.1 To act on behalf of and to represent the Association
at the national level.
14.7.2 To provide the Association’s central executive with
agendas of national meetings prior to occurrence and minutes
of all national meetings within fifteen (15) days of the conclusion of each meeting.
14.7.3 To perform such other duties as the executive shall
assign to him or her.”
And by adding:
“”Canadian Honey Council Representative” after
President in section 17.1 and “Each Canadian Honey Council
Representative shall take office on the January 1 following his/
her election.”
Carried with the appropriate majority.
The notice of motion regarding Bill Ruzika’s expenses was
withdrawn.
Gibeau/Duaine Hardie moved
“That we request the CHC to conduct a risk assessment of
the importation of package bees from the United States.”
Defeated.
Hancock/Elizabeth Huxter moved
“That we repeat the request we made to former CHC
members last summer to forward their CHC fees again to the
BCHPA again in 2009.” Carried 13-1

Elections
Alan Paulson was re-elected treasurer by acclamation.
Ted Hancock was elected CHC repetitive.
Stan Reist was elected president by acclamation.
Terry Huxter/Garr moved
“That the ballots be destroyed.”
Carried.
Lance Cuthill/Dave Johnson moved
“That, with the exception of the elimination local affiliate
rebate, the membership fee continue unchanged from 2008.”
Carried.
There was a discussion on the Apivar Emergency Use
Registration EUR, followed by a discussion on the Disaster
Relief Application underway.
The president, John Gibeau made his farewell remarks. He
advocated the industry pursue the development of a two-year
program to produce beekeepers capable of managing a 300
colony bee operation. He advocated that we consider a change
in the mandate of the Ministry of Agriculture away from the
enforcement of the Bee Act to greater support of beekeeping
through a tech transfer program. He also advocated we consider a change in the BCHPA voting structure to ensure that
issues that effect commercial beekeeper’s livelihood be voted
on only by commercial beekeepers.
Members thanked him for his service to the Association.
The meeting adjourned. ❀

26

VOLUME 25, #1 FEBRUARY 2009

Honey Farm Tours & Gifts
Pollen, Propolis, Royal Jelly, Filtered Beeswax
Retail/Wholesale & Distributor Pricing • Re-sellers Wanted
Ed Nowek 5011 Bella Vista Rd, Vernon BC
250.542.8088
info@planetbee.com
www.planetbee.com

Honey
Equipment
Bees

Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.
✧ New & Used beekeeping equipment
✧ Honey
✧ Ezyloaders (Beekeeper Model 300 now available)
Ph: 204 662 4401 Fax: 204 662 4547
Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENTS

Battery & Solar Fence Controllers
Sun Scorpion

Pakton Probe

The Ultimate In Power!
The “ultimate”
diagnostic tool to find
faults fast!

Little Demon
From New
Zealand
The little
battery power
unit which
packs the
greatest
punch!

Portable Electric Systems • Electric nets complete with posts
General Farm • Equine Specialists• Wildlife Exclusion

FERRIS FENCING

Toll free 1-800-665-3307 Tel. 250-757-9677 Fax:250-757-9670
info@ferrisfencing.com www.ferrisfencing.com

Comprehensive Insurance Package
Exclusively for
Honey Producers
and Beekeepers
throughout
British Columbia
For your Free quote,
call Dave Ebner today !!!
Phone (604) 826-3624
Toll Free 1-877-326-3624
Fax (604) 820-0650
email: mission@jmins.com

Johnston Meier Insurance
Agencies Ltd.
356-32555 London Ave.
Mission, BC V2V 6G7

Honey bees as plant 'bodyguards'
Bio-buzzing caterpillar control
Honeybees are important to plants for
reasons that go beyond pollination, according to a new study published in the
December 23rd issue of Current Biology,
a Cell Press publication. The insects'
buzz also defends plants against the caterpillars that would otherwise munch on
them undisturbed.
The researchers, led by Jürgen Tautz
of Biozentrum Universität Würzburg,
Germany, earlier found that many caterpillars possess fine sensory hairs on the
front portions of their bodies that enable
them to detect air vibrations, such as the
sound of an approaching predatory wasp
or honey bee.
"These sensory hairs are not finetuned," Tautz said. "Therefore, caterpillars cannot distinguish between hunting
wasps and harmless bees." If an "unidentified flying object" approaches, generating air vibrations in the proper range,
caterpillars
stop moving
or drop9:40
from
ApistanBeescene
12/18/06
AM
the plant. If caterpillars are constantly
stressed by buzzing bees, as they likely

SECURE
THEIR
FUTURE

are in fruiting trees heavily laden with
blossoms, they will feed a lot less, he
said.
In the study, the researchers found
that bell pepper plants without fruit suffered 60 to almost 70 percent less damage to their leaves when confined in a
tent with bees and caterpillars in com-

parison to those in a tent with caterpillars
alone. The amount of leaf damage was
less on fruit-bearing plants as the beet
armyworm caterpillars moved into the
maturing
Page 1 peppers, they report.
"Our findings indicate for the first time
that visiting honey bees provide plants

with a totally unexpected advantage," the
researchers said. "They not only transport pollen from flower to flower, but in
addition also reduce plant destruction by
herbivores."
The findings highlight the importance
of indirect effects between apparently
unrelated members of food webs in nature, Tautz said. They might also have
some practical application for sustainable agriculture.
If crops are combined with attractive
flowers in such a way that honeybees
from nearby beehives constantly buzz
around them, it may lead to significantly
higher yields in areas with lots of leafeating pests—a notion Tautz's team intends to test. "Our finding may be the
start of a totally new biological control
method," he said.
The researchers include Jürgen Tautz,
of BEEgroup, Biozentrum Universität
Würzburg, Germany; and Michael Rostás, of Botanic II, Universität Würzburg,
Germany. ❀

Get control of Varroa mites with Apistan.
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For additional information contact your favourite bee supplies company or call 1-800-263-2740.
Please read label carefully for directions and precautions. APISTAN is a registered trademark of Wellmark International.
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Innovation and Dedication
A Profile of Rod-Jo Moody Apiaries
By Liz Huxter
As the name implies, both Rodney and Jo are both active
participants in this long-standing, local Vancouver Island queen
breeding, package and honey business. Ro-Jo Moody Apiaries
is a family business, with all five of their sons involved at various times. Rodney has kept bees since age 13, starting in the
Kootenays, then moving to Highland Road in the Victoria area,
and finally to Robson Lane in Cowichan Bay. This is his 56th
year working with bees!
What I think is unique about Rodney and Jo’s operation is
the breeding work they have done over the years to develop
bees that could handle very inclement winter conditions, yet
at the same time producing queens in one of Canada’s best
climates for early queen production. Also of interest is that
Rodney has developed numerous tools and techniques to solve
various problems as they arose in their breeding and honey
operation.
Jo and Rod Moody
Apiaries has worked with Babe’s Honey farm over the years,
exchanging breeder stock and information during the beekeeping season.
Rodney’s innovative thinking helped him develop a way
to bank queens over winter in queen cages. He used two deep
frame boxes that were divided in half, all queen right. Then on
the top of the bottom box he placed a queen excluder with 11
queens on top of each of the bottom two nucs. Then the top
deep with two nucs was placed over the top of the queens over
the excluder. The queens were in New Zealand queen cages.
A divided hive top feeder with lid finished off the stack. He
explains that a shallow frame bank does not provide enough
young bees, nor the right positioning to keep the bees warm.
He also wintered queens in nuc condos.
An example of his dedication for breeding winter hardy
bees is that for ten years he tested stock by wintering yards of
bees on top of Vancouver Island mountains where there was
good fireweed and salal flows. He used isolating mating yards,
extensive trials, and kept detailed records to produce good wintering ability and bees that can make long flights. Rodney and
Charlie Warren of Babe’s Honey, another famous Vancouver
Island queen breeder, tested many geographical races of bees
over the years including Caucasian (grey and yellow), Italian
and Carniolan. In the end, they preferred Carniolans. Rod-Jo

"OEPOZBOE3PEOFZTUBOEJOHCFIJOEB,PPUFOBZIJWFDBTF
Another innovation is the way he stimulates early season drone production and care. Bee colonies are placed in a
Kootenay Hive Case, which are oversized boxes that fit around
standard sized boxes, by a few inches. (In the Kootenays,
where the winters can be long and snowy, the space between
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these outer shells and the hive boxes were filled with hay or
straw.) Then an electrical line heater, like ones used to heat
soil in gardens and greenhouses, was installed under the hives.
Eight hives were setup this way. The heater kept the inside
temperature uniform, which lets the clusters stay consistently
open, allowing the bees to look after the drones and drone
brood. Rodney says, “they plugged into the past and into the
future” with this technique.
For queen production, Rodney uses mating nucs with no
stationary bottoms because they afford easy loading. These
nuc boxes also have the flexibility of being stacked after all the
queens are caught. Often, they are put on top of regular hives
to let the brood hatch and be filled with honey ready for next
year’s queen rearing season. The miniature top feeder helps to
insulate the nuc from extremes of cold and hot weather that can
be harder for such a small sized unit to moderate. He made all
his queen cups with a mold made of liquid fiberglass and can
make 187 cups at a time!

Preparing to shake bulk bees
bears, raccoons and skunks from the bee hives without inflicting injury.
Not only did Jo and Rodney Moody enjoy creating innovative tools and techniques, they were always willing to share
them with others. They have written articles for the CHC,
Alberta Sceptic and the BeesCene, as well as giving talks at
field days, conventions and hosting for the Apimondia tours.
Rodney’s articles were sometimes contentious. He doesn’t
mind “trying to shake up the beekeepers a little bit and wake
them up.”
Rodney and Jo, who are often at the annual BCHPA meetings, are a real information resource that ought to be tapped!
❀

MITE
WIPE
Safe method for applying formic acid
to control bee mites in honeybee
colonies
.PMEVTFEUPNBLFRVFFODFMMDVQTGPSHSBGUJOH
Some people say BC stands for Bear Country. The Moodys
made life difficult for the bears. They built “bee condominiums” — heavy wood lids with ten hives on top, then another
lid on top, then steel strapping circling the condo. This unit
was too heavy for predators such as bears to dump over and
it was too tight for them to dislodge hives. These condos are
used mainly in mountain sites. Rodney developed several other
ways to combat the damage from predators, such as a wood
and nail gadget called a “porcupine action board” that drives

MUNRO HONEY
Telephone (519) 847-5333
Fax (519) 847-5340
E-mail: info@munrohoney.com
Website:www.munrohoney.com
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Growth In Blueberries
British Columbia has over18,000 acres in Blueberry Cultivation. Nearly twice as much since 2000.
When these plants reach maturity in a few years, the Blueberry Industry will need over 30,000 honey bee
colonies to meet its pollination requirements.
In 2008 we had approximately 50,000 colonies in BC, of which many are not managed or made available for crop pollination contract. Honey bee pollination shortages are already being felt by Cranberry
farmers. ❀

Evaluation of Efficacy of Canadian Honeys Against
Wound-Infecting Bacteria in vitro
Honeys possessing antibacterial activity have been
demonstrated to be useful as an adjunct topical
treatment of infected wounds and burns. Canadian honeys have been shown to posses antibacterial activity against two standard bacterial species,
Gram-negative Escherichia coli (ATCC 14948) and
Gram-positive Bacillus subtilis (ATCC 6633), however their activity against wound-infecting bacteria
have not been adequately investigated yet.
Purpose: To evaluate the susceptibility of seven
clinical isolates from infected wounds to Canadian
honeys in vitro.
Methodology: The isolates included four different
strains of Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA), two strains of Vancomycin resistant
Enterococcus faecium and Escherichia coli. A broth
microdilution method was employed to establish
the MIC 90 for each isolate against seven honeys
derived from different plant sources. Isolates were
identified to genus and species and their susceptibility to antibiotics was confirmed using an automated
system (Vitek R, Biomérieux R). The presence of
the Mec A gene, Nuc gene and Van A and B genes
were confirmed by polymerase chain reaction.
Results: The antibacterial assays showed that all
bacterial isolates tested were susceptible to honey
action. The most susceptible to honeys were two
strains of MRSA (MRSA #3 and #5), the least susceptible was E. coli from wound. The antibacterial
potency of honeys against clinical isolates depended on their plant origin, with the monofloral honeys
(buckwheat and blueberry) reaching MIC90 values
of 6.25 % (v/v) to 12.5% (v/v).
Conclusions: Canadian honeys showed efficacy
against both the standard bacterial species as well
as the antibiotic-resistant clinical isolates from
wounds. Therefore, the mechanism of honey action
did not discriminate against susceptible versus resistant bacterial species. Buckwheat and blueberry
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honeys were consistently the most active honeys
suggesting that the phytochemical compound(s)
might be responsible for the activity. These results
strongly suggest that some monofloral Canadian
honeys are promising antimicrobial agents in treatment of infected wounds including those infected
with MRSA and VRE.
Note: The results of this study were presented at the
recent convention of the Ontario Beekeepers’ Association http://www.ontariobee.com/ in Niagara
Falls, Canada.

Authors: Katrina Brudzynski
http://www.brocku.ca/biology/research/Brudzynski.php , Robert Lanningan
Brock University, St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada,
London Health Sciences Centre, London, Ontario,
Canada ❀

Blueberry Factoids

Scientists claim blueberries activate
learning and memory in the brain

Blueberries Reverse
Memory Loss
Eating blueberries can reverse memory
loss and may have implications in the
treatment of diseases like Alzheimer's,
University of Reading scientists claim.
Scientists found adding foods like blueberries to a regular diet, resulted in improvements in memory.
The foods, known as flavonoids, were
historically believed to act as antioxidants in human bodies.
But the study indicates they also activate
the part of the brain which controls learning and memory.
Dr Jeremy Spencer, from the department of food biosciences at the university, said: "Scientists have known of the
potential health benefits of diets rich in
fresh fruits for a long time.
"Our research provides scientific evidence to show that blueberries are good
for you and supports the idea that a dietbased approach could potentially be used
to increase memory capacity.
"We will be taking these findings to the
next level by investigating the effects of
diets rich in flavonoids on individuals
suffering from cognitive impairment and
possibly Alzheimer's disease."
The research has been published in the
Free Radical Biology and Medicine journal. ❀
Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/
health/7450032.stm
Published: 2008/06/12 09:38:46 GMT

Antioxidants
In a US Department of Agriculture (USDA) laboratory at
Tufts University in Boston,
Massachusetts,
researchers
have found that blueberries
rank #1 in antioxidant activity when compared to 40 other
fresh fruits and vegetables.
Antioxidants help neutralize
harmful by-products called
“free radicals” that can lead to
cancer and other age-related
diseases. Anthocyanin - the
pigment that makes blueberries blue - is thought to be responsible for this major health
benefit (1).
Slowed age-related loss
In another USDA lab at Tufts
University, neuroscientists discovered that feeding blueberries to laboratory rats slowed
age-related loss in their mental capacity, a finding that has
important implications for
humans. Again, the high antioxidant activity of blueberries
probably played a role (2).
Heart Health
Blueberries may reduce the
build-up of so called “bad”
cholesterol that contributes
to cardiovascular disease and
stroke, according to scientists
at the University of California

at Davis. Once again, the antioxidants are believed to be the
active component (3).
Urinary tract health
Researchers at Rutgers University in New Jersey have
identified a compound in blueberries that promotes urinary
tract health and reduces the
risk of infection. It appears to
work by preventing bacteria
from adhering to the cells that
line the walls of the urinary
tract (4).
Nutrition
Blueberries are also low in
sodium and high in dietary
fibre and potassium - all this
for only 40 calories per ½ cup
serving!
References
(1) Prior, R.L. et al. J. Agric.
Food Chem. 1998, 46:26862693
(2) Bickford, P.C. et al. Society
for Neuroscience Abs. 1998,
24:2157
(3) Heinenen, L.M. et al J.
Agric. Food Chem. 1998,
46:4107-4112
(4) Howell, A.B. and V. Nicholi. New Engl. J. Med 1998,
339:1085-1086 ❀

Berry Blue Smoothie Recipe
from the BC Blueberry Council
A delicious blue smoothie...
Description: 2 cups fresh or slightly thawed
frozen blueberries
1 container (8 ounces) lowfat vanilla yogurt
1 cup milk
1 can (6 ounces) unsweetened pineapple
juice
3 tablespoons honey
1-1/2 cups ice cubes (about 16 cubes)
In the container of an electric blender container, place blueberries, yogurt, milk, pineapple juice and honey; whirl until smooth.
Add ice cubes, a few at a time, whirl until
finely crushed. Serve immediately.
Yield: 4 portions about 5 cups
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Club Contacts
BCHPA DIVISIONS
ALBERNI VALLEY HONEY PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
6219 Lamarque Rd, Port Alberni V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson
250-723-6089
BC BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3
Grant Stringer
250-652-9834
CENTRAL CARIBOO BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
4583 Ridge Rd, Big Lake Ranch, BC V0L 1G0
Sherry Benisch and Ann Carter
250 243-2286
COMOX VALLEY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
1601 Constitution Rd., Black Creek, BC V9J 1G2
Urs Shcaufeibuhl
250-337-8858
KAMLOOPS DIVISION BCHPA
3249 Schubert Rd, Kamloops BC V2B 6Y4
Ian Farber
250-579-8518
NANAIMO DIVISION BCHPA
6124 Metral Dr Nanaimo V9T 2L6
Stan Reist

250-390-2313

NORTH FRASER HONEY PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
18503 141st Avenue Pitt Meadows V3Y 1Z1
Wolfgang Schoenbach
604-465-4540
NORTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
331 Valley Rd, Kelowna, BC V1V 2E5
R.W. Bob Chisholm

250-762-2203

OKANAGAN VALLEY POLLINATION ASSOCIATION
PO Box 186 Vernon V1T 6M2
Richard Springborn
250-379-3567
PEACE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
BCMAL Office 4th Floor, 1201-103rd Ave.
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4J2
Kerry Clark
250-784-2559
POWELL RIVER BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
RR 3, C26, Nassichuk Rd, Powell River V8A 5C1
Alan Cole
604-487-4181
PRINCE GEORGE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
6121 Birchwood Cres. Prince George, BC, V2K 1W5
Gerry Bomford 250-970-0228.
QUESNEL BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
2151 Johnson Rd. Quesnel BC V2J 6G1
Tom Swanky
250-747-0604
SMITHERS BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
5528 Slack Rd, Smithers BC V0J 2N2
Lu Blackburn
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250-847-2135

SHUSWAP BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
414 Mallory, Salmon Arm, BC V0E 1V3
Bill Lynch
250-832-2732
SOUTH FRASER VALLEY DIVISION BCHPA
26035 28th Ave., Aldergrove, BC V4W 2W3
Rick Kreisch
604-856-4438
SOUTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
RR#2, Oliver, BC V0H 1T0
Ray Levesque

250-498-4025

SQUAMISH DIVISION BCHPA
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish V0N 3G0
Phil Ellis
604-898-5337
SUNSHINE COAST DIVISION BCHPA
2737 Lower Road, Roberts Creek V0N 2W4
Allan Cobbin
604-886-7006
TERRACE DIVISION BCHPA
43 Halibut St. Kitimat, BC V8C 2K6
Joe Farina
WEST KOOTENAY DIVISION BCHPA
RR1, Winlaw BC V0G 2J0
Bob Lerch

250-632-6507

250-226-7556

BCHPA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
CAPITAL REGION BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
1041 Summer Breeze Lane Victoria V9C 4J9
Frank Whitton
250-478-4944

OTHER BEE-RELATED ORGANIZATIONS
COWICHAN BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
PO Box 274, Cobble Hill BC V0R 1L0
Tom Rothney
250-416-0334
RICHMOND BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
2750 West 14th Ave , Vancouver, BC V6K 2X2
Email: bygarr@telus.net
Allen Garr
604-736-4184
STUART NECHAKO BEE CLUB
Vanderhoof, Ft St James, and Fraser Lake area
Box 595 ,Vanderhoof BC, VoJ 3A0
Jon Aebischer
250 -567-5037
SURREY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
7180 - 152nd St., Surrey, BC V3S 3L8
Chris Bright
604-599-7292
VANCOUVER BEEKEEPERS OF BC ASSOCIATION
350 E 2nd Ave, #407 Vancouver V5T 4R8
Bryce Ahlstrom
604-708-0313
Please contact Editor Diane Dunaway with any changes:
beescene@xplornet.com or tel/fax 250-297-6399 .

Winter of 2008/2009
Interior

4OPXZ0LBOBHBO#FFZBSE
Canopy roof overload!
0LBOBHBOXJOUFSTDFOFTby Bob Chisholm of Kelowna

Coast
ɨJTJTXIBUIBQQFOTXIFOFWFS+PIOHPFTPOWBDBUJPO
ɨFXBUFSJTOPUJDFBCMZIJHIFSUIBOUIFìPPEPGZFBSTBHP
We did not lose any beehives at the Honeybee Centre, but
the flooding was so severe at our location that our store sales
XFSFEPXODPOTJEFSBCMZ0I XFMMΉ*EPOUTXFBUPWFSUIF
UIJOHTUIBU*EPOPUDPOUSPM
Ή
John Gibeau

LABELS that get NOTICED

WCL
FLOWER POWER APIARIES
Nucs & Package Bees

Mike McLennan • (250) 442-2933
4550 Hillview Rd, Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H5

LTD.

WEST COAST
LABELS

w w w. w e st c o a st l a b e l s. ca
• Regulation Nutrition Panels
• Custom Labeling
• Printing in spot or full colour
• Thermal printer distributor
• Thermal ribbon distributor

Phone:

604-504-0588
Toll Free Phone:

1-888-674-4412
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Regional Reports
Sunshine Coast
~ Allan Cobbin
By late October, most local beekeepers had successfully prepared their colonies for winter. Several club members
used oxalic acid as the last treatment
of the year shortly after the temperature permitted. I had pre-checked some
hives in all three of my sites and discovered mites were present in all three.
However, the weather prevented my planned second treatment.
In checking with other beekeepers, I learned that, for the most
part, colonies here have a good survival rate to-date and have
successfully survived serious snowfalls. I have found that
January and February are when colonies tend to die off, in spite
of sufficient stores.
Honey sales at local Christmas and Craft Fairs went exceedingly well in November and December, for those of us who had
enough to sell. I have insisted on keeping my prices high and
continually point out the uniqueness of being able to purchase
a “local” product. To some customers, I have suggested that
they might consider taking a kilo jar of honey as a gift when
invited out to dinner instead of the usual obligatory bottle of
wine!
Several of our new club members are eagerly awaiting

our February meeting, as they are anxious to get started on
their new hobby. We will focus on spring management, queen
purchases, equipment preparation, and establishing an apiary
site.
Our commercial operator, Rob Haines reports a fairly successful season but says he still has some honey to sell. The
appearance of the Varroa mite in Powell River has had some
effect on his sites there, and he philosophically suggested that
it was probably “just a matter of time” before they invaded.
I recently borrowed a book from the Roberts Creek Library
entitled Fruitless Fall–The collapse of the honey bee and the
coming agricultural crisis by Rowan Jacobsen, which I found
fascinating. So much so that I purchased a copy for my own
library. The author is not a beekeeper, but he has researched
the subject well, right from historical times to the current CCD
crisis in the USA and he comments on the first tentative steps
to a solution. A good winter read! That’s all from the Sunshine
Coast for this time.

East Kootenay
~ Brian Stevenson and Lance Cuthill
So far, this has been a hard winter on the honey bees with
severe cold (-33 C) for several days. Hopefully, this will not
leave the hives short on stores for the rest of the winter. The
sudden change in temperature from -30 C to + 6 C, followed by
rapid drops, are really a problem for the bees. The heavy snow-

SPECIAL
OFFERS

Natural Irradiated
Bee Feed Pollen
$9.99/1kg.
Heavy Duty Bee Suit

Full Suit
w/Zipper Hood
$109 (any size)

Visit our “full” service honeybee country store
Complete beekeeping equipment & supplies, queens, nucs and
top quality hive products including honey, pollen, royal jelly,
propolis, sampler gift baskets, candle making & apitherapy
supplies. Honeyland also offers year round farm tours, pollination,
courses, seminars, and beekeeping consulting service.

Courses and Seminars:
Condensed Beekeeping Level 1: Everything that you need to know to start beekeeping. Date: Friday
evening +weekend, February 20 - 22, 2009. Cost: $199 plus tax; text book and handouts included.
Beekeeping Course - Level 2
This course is suitable for sideline beekeepers: swarm control and hive splitting;
Beekeepers
2 queen system colonies; Queen bee rearing; hive re-Queening; production and
Required:
processing of hive products (bee venom, pollen, propolis and royal jelly);
Three experienced
making creamed honey. Prerequisite: beekeepers who completed level 1
beekeepers required
for 2009. Preference
or have minimum 2 years beekeeping experience.
will be given to
May 16, 2009, 9:30am-5:30pm
candidates with queen
Cost: $99 plus tax; handouts+ grafting tool included.
rearing and royal jelly
Open Tuesday – Sunday 9:30am-5:30pm
production experience.
Monthly salary range
Honeyland Canada
$2,300 – $2,800,
17617 Ford Road , Pitt Meadows, BC V3Y 1Z1
dependent
Tel: 604-460-8889 • Toll Free 1-877-460-8889 • Fax: 604-460-8887
on
experience.
Email: info@HoneylandCanada.com Website: www.HoneylandCanada.com
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falls in some areas of the Kootenays have made it necessary
to clear away ice and snow from entrances. No colony losses
have reported, so far, and beekeepers are hoping for the best.
Lance Cuthill is planning an introductory beekeeping
course again this year. This course will be offered through the
College of the Rockies in Cranbrook, using curriculum developed by the Apiculture branch of the Ministry of Agriculture
and Lands. Interested people should contact Lance at 250
426-6049.

Vancouver Island North
~ Larry Lindahl
Happy New Year beekeepers, and
best wishes for a bumper crop this year.
North Island beekeepers are doing well
and there haven’t been any reports of
large winter losses, so far. Things have
been very quiet. We’ve had belowaverage temperatures and lots of snow,
which has helped protect the colonies
from wind and cold. The good news is
that the bees are out flying as I write this on January 15.

Terrace- Smithers
~ Yvette Favron
Our winter is progressing with a familiar pattern of cold spells
and thaws. So far, the cold spells have been longer and the
thaws and rain short-lived. Moisture in the air is still our biggest impediment to successful over-wintering. Further inland
from Terrace, it is not such a problem as the interior weather
is colder. Terrace has a longer growing season from the coastal
weather influence, and therefore the moist winters as well. My
hives are accessible all winter, as I check the emergency food
supplies weekly. During the first part of the winter, while it
was below freezing for weeks, the hives were fresh smelling
and dry. As soon as the first thaw and rain arrived, the hives
became soggy and mold developed on the feeder boards. Our
areas’ beekeepers are mainly small-scale hobbyists and when
they loose one or two hives as happened last summer and then
more over the winter, it can be very discouraging. In Terrace,
we are still mite-free, but incredibly poor weather for foraging
and mating of the replacement queens has taken a toll on hive
health and productivity. After two seasons of beekeeping that
yielded very poor crops, it is easy to get discouraged. I hope
that spring will bring the ‘farmer’ out in everyone and beekeepers will feel a renewed energy. We need all of you!
Our next beekeepers meeting will be at the Terrace Public
Library meeting room on February 22 at 2:30 pm. Anyone
interested in bees is welcome to attend.

Peace River
~ Kerry Clark
Kerry is new to this post, and was inadvertently omitted from
the original cry for reports. Therefore a quick phone call was
placed at the eleventh hour to remedy the situation. Your editor
really must increase her blueberry intake to avoid future lapses
in memory!
The Peace country has been all about the weather this winter. It was relatively warm until the first week of December,
then came five weeks of very cold weather (highs of -20 C)
accompanied by nasty winds. These conditions did bring along
a good snow cover.

The cold snap broke at the beginning of January with
an eight to ten day span of amazingly warm temperatures.
Overnight temperatures were as high as -8 C, warmer than
some summer nights. This was likely from the jet stream traveling up from California. Kerry said that this break in temperature hopefully gave the bees a chance to loosen their cluster,
and move over to untapped food stores.
As of the weekend of January 17th, Kerry’s bees were still
alive. It has since cooled down considerably. They’re on their
own for a few more weeks, let’s hope for the best.

Fraser Valley
~ Mike Todd
It’s been an untypical winter here in
the Fraser Valley. In December, we
saw temperatures, with wind chills,
drop to around -30 in Abbotsford and
Mission. Soon after came snow, then
more snow, then even more snow.
Apparently, a whole metre’s worth,
though with the cycling temperatures
and compaction it looked to be about
only two feet deep at most. Thankfully, the first snow fall buried the hives giving them protection from the gusts and chill
that came over the Christmas break.
Blueberry pollination is only a couple months away and,
as usual, bees will likely be in high demand. Last year many
farmers were left without bees, evidence that demand is outweighing supply. With beekeepers struggling over colony
health and rained-out nectar flows, I can only stress that, as
beekeepers, we need to think about these financial factors
when determining the value of our colonies as pollinators. The
growers we are servicing don’t give the packers and retailers
their fruit for free in hopes their bushes will grow bigger and
stronger.
Recently, the South Fraser Beekeepers had Paul van
Westendorp visit and talk about the life cycle of Bumble Bees.
What an enlightening topic this was, being that this species of
bee is really so different in its life and reproduction cycle than
the one we toil over endlessly.
I am truly looking forward to the beginning of this year’s
nectar flows, as last year, for myself, was an outstanding
production year. Most beekeepers in the Fraser Valley that
I speak with mention average or better yields. This gives us
back hope after the dismal production year we had in 2007.
With the recent funding of the proteonomics research at UBC,
how can we not be excited about what the future has to hold
for beekeeping?
Happy Beekeeping!

Metro Vancouver
and Howe Sound
~ Allen Garr
There are still the remnants of the
(almost) record breaking snow fall that
hit here in December and again in early
January. Some beekeepers were hoping
to get out to their hives by mid-January
to either treat with Oxalic acid or put on
pollen patties, or both.
It still seems a bit early to start feeding pollen, particularly
in the city where we do our best to avoid early swarming. But
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if you want splits to make up for winter losses, it seems it is
never too soon to start.
Most of us have yet to check our yards after the bitter cold
weather that preceded the snow. Temperatures running down
to 11 degrees below Celsius may not be much in the Peace
Country, but for us it is like Arctic conditions. Even with
insulation on our hives, we still have to wonder if there were
enough stores for the bees to make it through.
We are still some distance from spring, but bees that do take
cleansing flights when it warms up a bit will find witch hazel
and winter heather in bloom. Folks are already planning or
placing orders for nukes and packages. It seems no matter how
bad it gets we keep trying or have an interest in starting out.
The annual general meeting at the Richmond club had more
than 30 people turn up and a number for the first time.
There is some discussion about blueberry prices and the
impact that might have on pollination prices. In the past several years, acres of raspberries have been torn up and acres of
pasture have been ploughed up so as to plant the increasingly
popular and more lucrative berry. But it has now probably
reached the point of oversupply. Bob Fisher, who is a berry
grower and a beekeeper out on Number 6 Road in Richmond,
says he expects to get about 60 cents a pound from the packers
this year compared with $1.50 he got last year. Last year pollination prices were nudging $100 a hive. Not sure what the
glut of berries will mean this time around.
Now if only we could get some sunshine.

West Kootenay
~ Dave Johnson
Happy Mid Winter to everyone!
Diane is looking for reports and I am looking for something
to write about this time of year. Let’s see … I’ve blown pathways to the yard and around the hives to make access easier.
Then I’ve done it again and again and ….
We have observed the angst of the Lower Mainland folks
and wondered how their hives manage the extreme humidity,
which they get over the winter.
There has not been much going on in the beeyard since the
last report. However, having used the above mentioned hard
won access, today (January 11) I found most hives very much
alive. I changed the burlap sackings, which had absorbed
moisture, and replaced them with fresh dry ones.
It appears that we have lost a few of the Project nucs from
Liz, but I think most will pull through. We have quite a few
single box hives wintering and I will keep a close eye on these
at this time of year to ensure they don’t run out of food. If any
look short, we give cakes of fondant candy as an emergency
winter feeding. Also, we start pollen supplements early on
these hives. Given good enough buildup, they will do for splits
and/or nucs in the spring.
We have arranged a beekeeping course beginning on
January 25 in Nelson. There are 20 registrations which is quite
encouraging. Hopefully, we will gain some new members out
of the program. The course is being sponsored under the initiative of a local organization, the Kootenay Local Agricultural
Society. They are suggesting that all farms in their organization should maintain at least two hives of bees. It will be
interesting to see the end results.
Good luck to everyone with wintering results!
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Okanagan
~ Bob Chisholm
Mid-winter — Yuk!! The sky, it seems, is perpetually
cloudy and/or foggy here in the Okanagan.
To help get me out of this constant dreariness, the other
day, I went round to visit my old friend Barney McTague,
known here locally as the senior beekeeper. Barney, always the
supreme optimist, would surely cheer me up. And I was right.
“Come on in,” he said.
“How are things?” I said.
“You know, we haven’t seen this much snow, nor has it been
this cold since the last century. It must be the result of Global
Warming,” he chuckled. “You know that old tent that I have
over some of the boxes?”
“Yes”, I said.
“Well, the snow was just too much for it. I tried to pull the
snow off like I usually do, but overnight a week or so ago, its
back broke with the weight and down she came. Not much
damage, but I guess I’ll have to get a new one now”.
Barney went on, “I really hope the girls in the yard are
OK”.
“Well, let’s go and have a look,” I said.
Sure enough, when we cleared the snow away from some
entrances and cleaned into the bottom boards as far as we
could reach, we found only a few dead bees. ‘The girls’ as
Barney calls them, while not flying much (it was only 3 or 4
degrees), would come out the top entrances just to say ‘hello’,
and ‘why are you banging on our house?’
We then opened the lids on a couple of boxes, and found
in each a strong group of bees occupying three or four frames
and being quite active. “They look really good,” Barney
said. “Soon we’ll be feeding syrup and patties and the spring
warmth will be here”.
See what I mean: Barney — always the optimist.
After some more chitchat, I returned home feeling a whole
lot better, and looking forward to a new season with the new
energy that all farmers understand.

Everything You Need for Making Candles and Soap!
Wick * Silicone & Metal Molds * Dyes * Beeswax Sheets * Soy Wax
See our online product catalogue for helpful candle making info:
www.wicksandwax.com
3072 Beta Ave, Burnaby Ph 604-294-1232 or 1-800-940-1232

Van and
Isle
Apiaries
Bee Products
NUCS • QUEENS
PACKAGES
Grant Stringer
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Tel 250-652-9834 Fax 250-665-6121
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3

2009 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
BC Honey Producers’ Association
Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
www.bcbeekeepers.com
New

❏

Renewal

❏

Please check here if renewing with an address change

❏

Name __________________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________ Province _____________ Postal Code _______________________
Phone ( _____ ) ________________ Fax ( _____ ) ________________ Email ______________________
Membership includes a one-year subscription to the quarterly BeesCene and Hivelights magazines.
Members may attend the business day of the October BCHPA Annual General Meeting without charge
(meals not included) as well as enjoy the benefits of an active volunteer Executive.
OPTIONAL $5,000,000 BCHPA Group Liability Insurance
Available to members in 2009 for $55 per member.

NEW Basic coverage increased to $5 Million

ADDITIONAL COVERAGE AVAILABLE:
The $50,000 Forest Fire Fighting Expense endorsement may be increased to:
$1,000,000 for an additional $100 = $155 total insurance cost
Insurance coverage runs January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009. Effective date of coverage based upon date
application and payment received at BCHPA office. Insurer will issue certificates in due course.

BCHPA Dues:

Membership dues are based on the number of
honeybee colonies you have:

(based on # of colonies)

(effective January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009)

0 to 25 Hives
26 to 50 Hives
51 to 150 Hives
151-to 300 Hives
301-to 500 Hives
501 to 1000 Hives
Over 1000 Hives

$40
$50
$60
$70
$120
$130
$200

BCHPA Group Liability Insurance:
OPTIONAL (See above - basic coverage starts at $55)

Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund
For Bee Research:

Please indicate the actual # of hives
in your apiary: ______

Please make cheques payable to the
British Columbia Honey Producers Association or BCHPA
and remit payment directy to:
BCHPA TREASURER
Box 1995
Merritt BC
V1K 1B8

OPTIONAL (tax registered charity)

BeesCene annual subscription only:
($50 Canadian or $55 Foreign)
free with BCHPA membership
TOTAL $

Thank
You!
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Prince George
~ Wally Steidle
Hola, As I sit here at my laptop in Puerto Morelos, Mexico, I
wish I could say we are enjoying hot sunny weather. But, along
with the rest of North America, we are experiencing unusual
weather for here: cool (+25C), windy, cloudy, and rainy.
The nice thing about this weather is it doesn’t stop the honey
bees from working. I’ve been watching some European bees
and Mayan Stingless bees working side-by-side collecting pollen from the neighbour’s palm tree in the rain. On our trip to the
Coba ruins, we stopped in at the local honey co-op where the
gentleman in charge was saying, with a big smile on his face,
that the recent rain would make the flowers bloom and be great
for the honey flow. There has been a drought here, so the rain
is very welcomed.
Meanwhile, back at the ranch, all is well. Our bees are
tucked away in the well house, enjoying a consistent temperature. When we left, it was -35C, but now the temperature there
is hovering around -1C.
Prince George beekeepers had a good summer for honey
production and we are very happy with the honey yield for the
year.
I’ve had several calls from local Prince George people wanting to know if the “bees” living in their walls are honey bees.
This is a good sign that people are becoming concerned for the
survival of bees.
Hasta luego, Wally ❀

Quality Products
Outstanding Service!
Mann Lake Ltd. is here to serve all your
supply and feeding needs.
• Hive Bodies & Supers

• Rite-Cell® Foundation

• Queen Rearing Supplies

• Containers

• Bee-Pro Pollen Substitute • High Fructose Corn Syrup
®

• Honey Maker® Bee Suits

• Pollinator® Jackets

• Extracting Equipment

• Mann Lake EZ Fill

Mann Lake Ltd.

Hackensack, MN

Woodland, CA

www.mannlakeltd.com
toll free 800-880-7694
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Classifieds.....
FOR SALE: Active beekeeping business with retail packaging market. Registered packer, stainless steel extracting plant, equipment for
500 colonies, queen rearing, package and nuc production, pollination -- sunny east-west valley. Three bedroom house on 2.61 acres,
school bus route. Mike McLennan, Flower Power Apiaries, 4550
Hillview Rd, Grand Forks BC V0H 1H5, 250-442-2933.
FOR SALE: Up to 15 wintered nuks with 07 BC queens, $85/each.
Fort St. John. Matt 250-787-6787
SKILLED BEEKEEPER WANTED for April thru October 2009.
Must have documented apiculture training and experience with notation of work ethic. Resumé and current references. Physically fit,
ability to manage bee stings. Class 5 with manual shift skills. Able
to work alone or with others, motivated to communicate well. Some
heavy lifting. Experience managing pollen traps. Duties include
maintaining beeyards, efficient hive inspection and management for
over 300 colonies, capable to lead extraction crews. Ready to train
and assist in Queen rearing. Successful applicant will be a manager
in training with incentives offered for rehire the following season.
Start at 10/hour. Housing options explored. Basic English is essential. Contact Jon Aebischer by email: sweet02@telus.net or Box
595, Vanderhoof, BC, V0J 3A0
FOR SALE: 300 - 500 hives on pallets, honey supers available.
Contact Nicola Valley Apiaries 250 378-5208

NUCS FOR SALE available May 7-15. 3 frames of brood 5 frames
of bees , 2009. Carniolan queen from Hawaii. $125 ea plus 1 frame
of pollen. Minimum order 50 Singles available after blueberries
$200 ea. Call Jean-Marc between 8 am and 8 pm. No Sunday calls.
778-882-6254 or 604-820-6924
TRUCK AND MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 1976 F 600 gas
engine, good running order, good tires. 7000 lb single axle tipping
deck trailer for hauling forklift (near new) Used Swinger forklift
with loader arms, bucket or forks, also comes with an interchangeable mast that has a side shift. Approximately 700 feeder pails with
junky box. Call Jean-Marc between 8 am and 8 pm. No Sunday
calls. 778-882-6254 or 604-820-6924
SPRING NUCS: Up to 150 - 4 frame nucs available mid-May.
Supplied with or without boxes. Jubilee Mountain Apiary Ltd.,
Spillimacheen, B.C., service@beeland.ca.
FOR SALE: Frederich’s Vancouver Island Beehive Products:
Honey, Pollen, Propolis Products, Bee Bread, Wax Figurines, and
Beeswax Candles. Phone 250-245-4214 Fax 250-245-1314
SUPERS FOR SALE: Deeps with dark drawn comb, and Shallows
(6 5/8") with light drawn comb. Approximately 200 of each available. Grand Forks 1-250-442-5204
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BC Honey Producers’ Semi-Annual Meeting
Saturday March 7, 2009 KAMLOOPS
Come join us, meet with other beekeepers before the busy season takes over!

Saturday Meeting from 9am to 4pm
Free admission • Optional on-site lunch

Desert Gardens Centre
540 Seymour Street

Friday Night Dinner at 7pm
Casual Group Gathering • Chinese and Japanese Food

Oriental Gardens Restaurant
www.oriental-gardens.com

545 Victoria Street
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Accommodation options within walking distance:
Mention beekeeper’s meeting. Some hotels have a small block of rooms for us and they will be
released by mid-February but if space is available the special rate applies.
Sandman Hotel: suite $109 2 beds $119 Bob 250.374.1218
Note: there is a hockey tournament, don’t book the hotel – ask for the suites (5 room block)
Plaza Heritage Hotel. $79 Gary 250.377.8075 (10 room block)
Thompson: sold out
Executive Inn $ 99. – $119. Jenelle 250.372.2281 Note: they had a fire in Dec. and the casino is
up and running but the rooms in one wing will be available in mid-February… they think.
Scotts Inn $79-89 (motel style) 250.372.8221 (6-8 blocks)
Coast Canadian Inn $ 79.00 “Shoppers Special rate.” Angela 250.372.5201
Heated year round outdoor pool and hot tub. (3-4 blocks)
There are many motels on Columbia Street. The closest will be in the 100-600 block addresses.
For location details contact:
Ian Farber
Kamloops 250-579-8518
email: Ian_Farber@telus.net

For meeting business agenda details contact:
Duaine Hardie, BCHPA Secretary
250-748-8471
hardiehoney@shaw.ca

2009 Bee Masters Short Course
March 9 - 13, 2009
Simon Fraser University,
Burnaby, BC

REGISTER

SOON!
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E
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Registration & Details:
Tel: 778.782.4910; Fax: 778.782.3420
Email: conference_services@sfu.ca
Website: www.sfu.ca/conferences/beemasters2009
Sponsored by
Apiculture Program, BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands
Continuing Studies, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, BC

