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Reports from around the province indicate that it’s been an 
unpredictable season this year - irregular, sometimes even 
within the same area. It sounds like honey production so far 
has been widely variable. 

Fall is in the air in Telkwa: the fireweed bloom is coming 
to an end at higher elevations. We’ve had some hot weather 
again in the last few weeks which has dried up some forage 
down in the valley; we haven’t seen a ton of rain lately and 
the ground is getting dry. Like elsewhere we had a very early 
spring, which was mostly cool with rainy spells. Throughout 
spring and summer there hasn’t been any real sustained warm 
weather (we do tend to get low temps at night), but there have 
been enough sunny breaks for the bees to get out and fly most 
days, with nectar coming in even after heavy rains. 

There have been some strange bloom times, with golden-
rod blooming over a month earlier than usual, overlapping 
with flowers that it normally follows. Most of the flowers sus-
tained a flow well in the early season because of the moisture 
we got, and farmers were able to cut hay fields earlier, so sec-
ond growth alfalfa is beginning to bloom as well as second 
growth sweet clover where they cut it on the roadsides. We’ve 
been luckier than some. Very dry conditions and fires in some 
regions have not been great for the bees.

We have a few articles in this issue that reach beyond the 
usual, and hope that they give you pause to think past the 
topics we ordinarily consider pertinent to beekeeping. Land 
management issues should never be far from any beekeeper’s 
mind: there are ample opportunities for us to become aware of 
competing interests and to think on how underused, and even 
overused landscapes, can be improved for pollinators and oth-
ers. Collaboration and cooperation are things we can all try to 
do better; fall is a great time to start thinking of the possibili-
ties for next year.

Planning for the fall conference has been underway for 

some time, and 
we have been 
in touch with a 
few members of 
our host club, 
the Richmond 
Beekeepers’ As-
sociation. Once again it was a delight to meet and get to know 
some beekeepers in another area of BC, and get a better pic-
ture of one of our many BC beekeeping clubs. We have pro-
filed some of their members in this issue and it was a pleasure 
to put together.

Most of the conference speakers will be familiar to you, 
and as usual it is a good lineup. Two speakers are piquing my 
interest so far: Paul Stamets is a pioneering mycologist who 
has some entertaining and informative videos on the internet, 
one of which I have seen and found very interesting. Another 
speaker that I am looking forward to is Lori Weidenhammer, 
the Vancouver author of Victory Gardens for Bees. I haven’t 
seen the book yet but have taken time to look at her website, 
which is full of lovely photos and many examples of good 
plants for bees (native and non-native alike). Her passion for 
bees is easy to see!

It was in looking through Lori’s website that I found a link 
to an artist who works in bee-related themes, and although she 
lives in Winnipeg, we thought it would be good to share some 
of her work. There are a few images and some information 
on her background on page 21, and the photo on the cover of 
this issue is also hers. Thanks to Lori for the connection and 
to Valérie for the lovely artwork. I hope you will enjoy it - an-
other example of how looking a little further can throw some 
new light on things.

Best of luck with your honey harvest, and I hope to see you 
in Richmond. 
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Greetings BC beekeepers! Since our spring meeting in Ka-
mloops, actual beekeeping has become a priority for many 
of us, and we have had to make an effort to take care of the 
business of our Association. Most of the “to do” items from 
motions at last fall’s AGM have been completed or launched 
this spring. The new website has been launched with several 
new features, including presentations from past Education 
Days and back issues of BeesCene. We’ll continue to work 
to make it a good source of beekeeping knowledge and cur-
rent topics. There are a number of new members, some from 
introductory beekeeping courses given this year by graduates 
of the BCHPA Certified Instructors course. 

This spring, a major colony inspection for Small Hive 
Beetle in the Fraser Valley yielded only one new find. Hope-
fully this pest will not become a problem in our conditions: 
we arranged IPM sessions throughout the province to inform 
beekeepers on what we know about the Small Hive Beetle. 
About 400 people have attended so far, and other sessions will 
be held with field days. Continued vigilance and increased 
knowledge is certainly called for. 

Several national beekeeping issues of concern to commer-
cial beekeepers are unfolding. On the positive side, winter 
losses of colonies in Canada were the lowest in several years 
(while losses in USA continue to be high), and bee research-
ers in Canada continue to come up with significant findings 
to improve beekeeping. On a less positive side, world market 
forces (it’s complex) have resulted in significantly reduced 
bulk honey prices for commercial honey producers. Also, 
there are regulatory changes coming that could reduce bee-
keeper access to medications for bee disease management, but 
efforts are underway to reduce the negative effects that could 
result. Our new membership in the BC Agriculture Council is 
an opportunity for beekeepers to improve their market access 
through the “We Heart Local” food program. Check it out to 
see if it might work for you: http://www.weheartlocalbc.ca/ 
I gave an interview in May which can also be found on their 
website.

A major effort by the Executive since this spring has been 
the renewal of our Constitution and Bylaws. This has been 
quite a task. All members received an email on July 15th, with 
an attached proposal (also posted on the website). I’ll outline 
a bit of the reason, process and results of this work, to engage 
us for this topic at the AGM in October. 

Reason: There has been a change in legislation in BC af-
fecting Societies. The new Societies Act  requirements are not 
huge, but it meant we had to revisit our Constitution and By-
laws to make them fit with the new legislation. There have 
also been changes in the way we communicate (the internet, 
etc.) that were not in effect when the last bylaws were pre-
pared.  

Process: Our bylaws specify that notice of a motion to 
change the Constitution and Bylaws must be sent to members 
90 days in advance of a vote, and that the new version “with or 
without amendments” must be approved by 75% of those vot-
ing at an Annual General Meeting - a rather high threshold of 
acceptance. To try to get to the best new version, the BCHPA 

Executive appointed a 
Constitution Commit-
tee chaired by Mike 
Campbell. The Com-
mittee’s mandate was 
to take our old Consti-
tution and Bylaws and 
amend them to reflect 
current realities, and 
to meet the require-
ments of the new leg-
islation. To assist in 
this, an online survey 
to narrow our under-
standing of mem-
bers’ preferences was 
prepared and made 
available to all mem-
bers. This was a short, 
anonymous survey 
with no discussion of the pros and cons of each choice; not the 
ideal situation to make decisions, but a start. The results were 
advisory and were used to guide the choices made in prepar-
ing the proposals. The committee’s draft was considered and 
finalized by the Executive, and the resulting proposal sent by 
the 90 day window. At the AGM, votes on the proposal “with 
or without amendments” to clarify, expand or restrict the mo-
tions proposed, will be held.

Results: Over the years, the Association has encountered 
people who were looking for the group “representing beekeep-
ers in BC”, rather than “only honey producers”. An increased 
demand for pollination and interest in beginning beekeeping 
have continued to fuel this trend. 

The first proposal is to consider a change in name of the 
Association, to “Beekeepers” rather than “Honey Producers”. 
The second proposal is the Constitution. Essentially, the name 
and purposes of the Association.

The third part is the Bylaws - how the BCHPA is struc-
tured, our Branch structure, our relationship with other bee-
keeping groups in BC, and so on. It takes some reading, and 
there are choices that had to be made in preparing a proposal. 
Amendments can be presented and it would be best if they 
were prepared before the meeting, so they can be in good clear 
form for consideration.  

Finally, there is a section that specifies procedures or rules 
of order for our business meetings. The Executive felt that 
these could be considered separately from the Bylaws, so they 
will be voted on in a separate motion. 

Such a re-consideration by the membership of our basic 
structure doesn’t happen very often. It takes considerable time 
that might be used in more immediate matters, but it is a nec-
essary and important step. There’s a lot of other work under-
way to make the Richmond AGM in October a top notch event 
– see details elsewhere in this issue. I hope that I’ll see you 
there, and that we’ll all enjoy the results. 

Bees Be with You. ❀  

From the President

Kerry Clark
BCHPA President
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                      Beekeeping is our passion.
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With over 1,400 top-quality products,
we offer everything you need to successfully  

manage your hives - 
whether you have one or several hundred.

 
Visit our website or call us for our
catalogue.  We ship everywhere.

Our Cover:
From an early age, I 
have had a fascina-
tion with insects. Hav-
ing studied in Visual 
Arts at the University 
of Ottawa, I started 
printmaking. Many of 
my prints use dried 
(found, never killed) 
insects in soft ground 
etchings to result in 
what resembles a fos-
sil. The resulting im-
age preserves the insect and is infused with its symbol-
ism. I have also worked on combining prints with en-
caustics with interesting results. 

I took film photography courses in university but 
never got into digital photography until recently when I 
realized it allowed me to communicate the beauty I see 
in insects. The cover photo of this issue is entitled: Still 
life with pear and is part of a series of photos of foods 
that would disappear without pollination (with the still 
life referring to the bees themselves). 
 ~ Valérie Chartrand



6     Volume 32, #3   FAll 2016 

Dear readers,
Years ago, I became aware of  some teacher/

beekeepers in the province who had established 
beehives in their schools, or on school grounds. 
Some have been on the roof, in school gardens or 
in courtyards, or observation hives in classrooms 
connected to the outdoors. 

A local school principal in my area is looking into 
establishing beehives on his school grounds inside a 
fenced area, and having students build hive boxes as 
part of a campaign to assist bees.

In support of this campaign, we are hoping to find 
out from BeesCene readers the names of any schools, 
teachers or beekeepers in the province that currently 
do support bees on their grounds.

Please contact me if you can assist. I am just hoping 
to talk to these people and find out about their set ups. 
Thanks!

Sincerely, Bryn Jones, 
bryntrevorjones@gmail.com

A Note to Central Interior 
Beekeepers 

AUGUST 2, 2016.  For those who are relatively new to 
beekeeping, just a reminder that busy days are soon upon us! It’s 
been an especially unpredictable beekeeping season weather-wise. 
We’ve had hot early temperatures, drought, rain...lots of rain, and 
now what?  

Please be sure to give yourselves and your bees time to 
properly prepare for winter. Typically this means pulling your 
honey harvest, monitoring your Varroa levels, and treating for said 
mites if you’re above the 2% infestation level. All by the end of 
August. 

It’s always tempting to leave these steps until September, but 
you’re risking the health of next year’s bees. Plus harvesting once 
robbing season commences can be miserable work! Study after 
study in Canada has proven that there’s seldom a net gain in honey 
production after August 15. Shorter and cooler days with high bee 
populations translate into more consumption on their part. 

The worker bees out now are the ones that will raise and care 
for your all important winter bees. It’s imperative that they’re 
given every chance to succeed. They need ample nutrition and 
proper mite control measures. If you need to supplement your bees 
with syrup, it’s recommended that you increase the content to 66% 
(2 parts sugar:1 part water) in the fall. 

If you’re concerned about the presence of Nosema, the fall is 
the time to send samples in to check levels before considering the 
use of fumagillin. Prophylactic treatments (i.e. medicating just 
in case) are discouraged, they’re not part of best management 
practices. 

Time to think about things like what mite controls (formic 
acid, Apivar, Apiguard thymol, Check-mite, oxalic acid, etc.) and 
feeder supplies (frame-feeder, sugar or fondant, etc.) are on hand, 
and decide on hive wrapping and insulation material options. 
There’s no need to wrap yet, that comes later. 

Best wishes for every success as harvest time approaches. Be 
sure to set aside your best results for the upcoming Fall Fairs. 
  ~ Diane Dunaway, Apiary Inspector
 Thompson - Cariboo - Central North

At our upcoming AGM in October, the 
following Executive positions will be up 

for election: 
President, Treasurer, 

and Canadian Honey Council Rep. 
Please contact Rudi Peters, 

Nominations Chair: 
secondvicepresident@bcbeekeepers.com

AGM ELECTIONS
FOR EXECUTIVE POSITIONS

bee notes
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Equipment

Bees

Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.
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Ezyloaders 
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✧

✧

✧

Ph: 204 662 4401   Fax: 204 662 4547
Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com

by Jeff Lee

British Columbia’s beekeeping industry is doing a good job 
pollinating fruits and vegetables, producing honey and pro-
viding bee stock. But it could do better, according to a new 
analysis done for Vancity Credit Union by Simon Fraser Uni-
versity bee expert Mark Winston.

Despite BC’s temperate weather, comparatively low over-
wintering losses and a substantial growth in the number of 
beekeepers taking up the craft, the province is missing out on 
as much as $50 million in potential bee-related activity.

Using provincial and national data, Winston pegs the to-
tal value of BC’s beekeeping industry at nearly $500 million. 
Much of that - $468 million - is the value bees provide in 
pollination, with another $4.8 million generated in pollination 
rentals.

In his report, Sweet Deal: The value of bees to BC’s econ-
omy, Winston says BC’s bee industry could generate upwards 
of $553 annually within five years through added support to 
the pollination, honey production and bee supply sectors.

Winston says the blueberry industry is leaving at least $20 
million on the table because it is short up to 20,000 hives an-
nually. BC’s blueberry industry, the province’s highest value 
food crop, requires between 56,000 and 84,000 colonies for 
adequate pollination. Even with the 15,000-20,000 colonies 
brought in from Alberta, the province is far short of what it 
needs, Winston says. That represents both a concern and an 
opportunity.

The report generally paints a positive picture of BC’s bee-
keeping industry. It notes that the number of beekeepers has 
risen by 35% since 2009, many under the age of 40. It also 
notes consumer interest in local honey has risen dramatically. 
Between 2014 and 2015 alone, the retail value doubled from 
$8 million to $16 million, as the retail price went from $4.60 
per pound to $7.45 per pound.

Pollination in BC has been the biggest boost to bees and 
beekeepers. As farmers converted fields to blueberries, the 
value rose by 67% since 2001, to $468 million in 2014, the 
last year for which figures were available. While blueberries 
are in need, the rest of the agriculture industry appears to be 
adequately serviced for pollination, he says.

Winston also suggests that the bee industry isn’t making 
the best use of BC’s temperate climate for the production of 
export colonies and bees.

“These benefits allow the production and sale of bees and 
small nucleus colonies across Canada and for export with an 
immediate annual market of at least $10 to $15 million. This 
figure could grow to $30 million if we begin exporting to the 
United States,” the report says. “Expanding our local industry 
would also increase BC colony numbers to more closely align 
with blueberry pollination needs.”

The report also points out the growing challenges for wild 
pollinators and the substantial growth in the use of pesticides. 
Canadian pesticide use grew by 25% between 2008 and 2014, 
from 87.5 million kilograms to 109 kilograms. In blueberries 
alone, reducing pesticide use and enhancing habitat would in-

crease wild bee populations, “boosting fields and profits for 
growers and reducing retail prices for consumers.”

According to the report, B.C.’s $491 million beekeeping 
industry breaks down this way:

Pollination  $467.6 million
Pollination rentals  $4.8 million
Retail honey $16.4 million
Nuc colony sales $1.7 million
Wax  $1.0 million
Pollen  $332,733
Queen sales $154,425
Total value: $491.1 million

The report makes some key recommendations for govern-
ment, farmers and beekeepers. Chief among them is that BC 
restrict the use of pesticides on conventional farms and ex-
pand organic and sustainable farming; farmers improve habi-
tats for wild bees and develop organic and local brands for 
honey and crops; and that beekeepers produce package bees 
and nucleus colonies in BC to reduce the dependence on im-
ported packages and nucs.

In an interview with The Vancouver Sun, Winston, who has 
long argued for the reduction in the use of pesticides, said it is 
difficult for farmers to overcome the concerted efforts of the 
pesticide lobby. “Farming is a very conservative profession 
and they do things the way they’ve done it for years. There’s 
also a tremendous industry that’s grown-up lobbying for pes-
ticides,” he said. 

The full report can be found here: https://www.vancity.com/
SharedContent/documents/reports/Vancity-Report-Value-of-
bees-to-BC-economy.pdf.  ❀

BC's Beekeeping Industry: Room to Grow
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by Diane Dunaway

Our European honey bees, Apis mellifera, are adaptable 
creatures. They were first introduced to the New World 
in the early 1600s. Since then we’ve reaped the rewards, 
through their ability to pollinate en masse and produce hive 
by-products. 

Introduced species can also be a double-edged sword. 
Good intentions aside, non-native species often have 
unexpected and detrimental effects. For example, since 
their introduction from Europe in the 19th century for food 
and hunting sport, the effect of rabbits on the ecology of 
Australia has been devastating. Checks and balances for 
population control through natural predation, breeding 
challenges, and seasonal weather effects were removed 
when European rabbits took hold down under.

Fortunately, honey bees have proven to be more 
beneficial than detrimental in North America. This cannot 
be said for all of the plants that they visit. Bees and other 
pollinators are egalitarian when it comes to nectar and 
pollen sources. You won’t see a bee turn up its nose at a 
thistle or complain about a burdock plant. While ranchers 
shun some of these native plants, they’re nowhere near 
as threatening to farming as introduced species such as 
Orange Hawkweed, Dalmatian 
Toadflax, or Knapweed.

The hit list is long and involved 
when it comes to terrestrial 
invasive plants. When moved 
from their native habitat to new 
areas they can reproduce quickly 
and crowd out native species: 
“Terrestrial plants in a forest 
ecosystem can be a tree, shrub or 
herbaceous plant. These plants 
are introduced and spread by 
infested packaging material, seed 
dispersal by both environmental 
and human sources, or by 
escaping from gardens. They can 
impact biodiversity, as well as our 
economy, agriculture, forestry, and 
outdoor recreational activities.”1

It’s said that we can help 
prevent the spread of unwanted 
terrestrial plant species through 
awareness, identification, diligent 
land use, and so on. With this in 
mind, my husband Dave and I have 
been battling Diffuse Knapweed 
for two decades on our ranch. We 
live nearby a railway track, which 
is where we believe the seed was 
originally carried to our property. 

Diffuse knapweed was first 

introduced to North America from Europe as a contaminant 
in alfalfa seed. This member of the sunflower family chokes 
out desirable forage for livestock and wildlife, is itself 
unpalatable to grazing animals, can increase soil erosion, 
and may create dry matter that’s a fire hazard. It is tenacious 
and readily spreads - diffuse knapweed plants can produce 
up to 18,000 seeds that can remain dormant in the soil for 
years.2 But of course, bees love it. The total economic loss 
in British Columbia from a reduction in recreation values 
and available forage, and an increase in soil erosion, has 
been estimated at $22 million.3

We’re compelled to control the knapweed because we 
live next to a commercial ranch. Legally they could report 
us to the Cariboo Regional District who have the authority to 
spray on our property. Fortunately, we have a good working 
relationship with our neighbours, and they understand that 
we’re making the effort to contain the spread. 

Our neighbours graze their cattle on our back 100 acres 
where two knapweed patches reside. This is a win-win: their 
heifers and bulls are close to home for first year breeding 
success, and our dry back pasture is eaten down which 
mitigates the fire hazard. Two years ago, we had a CN train-
caused wildfire on our place. Just the day before the fire 
broke out, the cattle had finished their feeding rotation. The 

fire would have been far worse had 
the area not been grazed.

In recent years, when Dave 
goes cross-country motorcycle 
racing, he makes a point to give 
a pre-race announcement. He 
reminds everyone that they need 
to wash the undercarriage of their 
motorcycles so as not to spread 
invasive weeds throughout the 
province. Same goes for ATVs in 
hunting season, etc. We can all do 
our part.
 Fortunately, our ongoing efforts 
to organically contain and mitigate 
the spread of invasive Diffuse 
Knapweed in the back pasture got a 
boost this summer. No more annual 
hand-pulling of all plants, then 
double-bagging them for disposal. 
Instead, our energy shifts to long-
term patience, and monitoring of a 
few ingenious insect biocontrols: 
Larinus spp., along with hopefully 
a few Cyphacleaonus achates, 
both of which are weevils that 
attack the seed head of the plant, 
and Agapeta spp., a root boring 
moth.  

These biocontrols are being 
introduced in the region as part of 

Welcome Weevils! 
A Sustainable Solution for Invasive Bee Plants

The Cariboo Regional District (CRD) 
Invasive Plant program manager, emily 
Sonntag (right foreground) and her 
assistant laura Rennie, release several 
hundred freshly harvested weevils. 
They hope to collect another species 
that focuses on attacking the plant root 
later this summer to further boost this 
biocontrol measure.
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the Cariboo Regional District’s Invasive Plant Management 
Program. This solution will take several years, but we’ve 
been pulling plants by hand for over 20 years, so it seems 
like a reasonable commitment. We are thrilled to have new 
and sustainable options to add to our land stewardship.

The Fraser River Ranch across the river from us and 
another ranch closer to Quesnel are also participating in 
the release program. This isn’t considered experimental 
- weevils and other insects for biocontrol have been used 
in BC since 1970. Eradication isn’t the ultimate goal. Like 
beekeepers and varroa we’ll always expect a few, but need 
to keep numbers under control.

Just days after our weevil release date, I came across a 
related article in the latest Western Producer. It’s heartening 
to see that there’s a demand for biocontrol solutions, and 
that they’ve entered the mainstream.

As beekeepers we’re aware of the nectar and pollen 
plants where our bees forage. We’re also aware that some 
of the invasive plant species that our bees love can have 
devastating impacts on our environment and on other 
parts of the economy. It is my hope that perhaps we can 
gently promote more sustainable approaches to invasive 
plant management. I leave you with this thought, and a 

testimonial from a prairie farmer who has reaped the long-
term rewards of long-term thinking:

“Ruth Gosselin owns a pasture in the South Saskatchewan 
River Valley on which leafy spurge beetles have been used 
for a few years. ‘Where there was spurge and we placed the 
(beetles), its gone back to grazeable land,’ she said.

A Brandon University study found that a 40 percent 
infestation of leafy spurge decreases the carrying capacity 
of cattle by 50 percent. ‘We’re going to keep doing it,’ 
Gosselin said. ‘I don’t think we have another option unless 
we want to spray, and we don’t want to spray.’

The beetles are not a quick fix and it takes years before 
they’re effective, but it’s less expensive than spraying and 
healthier, said Gosselin. ‘I think going with the beetles is 
the long-term solution.’”4

Footnotes: 
1. Ontario’s Invading Species Awareness Program, 
website: http://www.invadingspecies.com/invaders/plants-
terrestrial/
2. Invasive Species Council of BC: http://bcinvasives.ca/
invasive-species/identify/invasive-species/invasive-plants/
spotted-diffuse-knapweed/
3. Frid, L., D. Knowler, C. Murray, J. Myers, and L. 
Scott. 2009. Economic impacts of invasive plants in BC. 
Prepared for the Invasive Plant Council of B.C.
4. The Western Producer, July 14, 2016. Release the Bugs: 
Biocontrol in Action, by Tennessee Wild:
http://www.producer.com/2016/07/release-the-bugs-
biocontrol-in-action/    ❀

Diffuse Knapweed flower.

These are knapweed seedhead weevils, Larinus 
minutus and obtusus. Over time these host-specific 
insects will contain the spread of this invasive plant 
by preventing the maturation of flowers, that in turn 
won’t produce viable seeds.

B U Z Z I N ’  A R O U N D  S I N C E  1 8 8 4

First work shift for this beneficial weevil. Go forth and 
multiply little guy!
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Tim Monaghan
I work in the advertising industry as 
Vice President of Media Communi-
cations. I’ve been employed in this 
industry for close to 30 years.  I am 
married and very close to retirement. I 
am the current President of the Rich-
mond Beekeepers' Association and 
am proud to work side by side with 
the great and diverse group of people 
that make up the RBA membership.

What is your favourite honey?
I hate to admit this but I’m really not a 
big consumer of honey. I can appreci-
ate the taste differences derived from 
the various nectar sources and you’d 
think that with all the time and effort 
put into beekeeping that I’d be mad 
about the stuff. The pleasure that it 
brings others makes the effort worth 
it for me.  

How many hives are you running?
Currently running with seven hives. 
The most hives I’ve had operating 
at once was thirteen. But due to my 
inexperience at the time I removed 
too much honey in the early fall and 
a number of hives didn’t make it 
through the winter. Lesson learned.
What is the main nectar source in 
your area?
My hives are located in a number of 
backyards throughout the lower main-
land so there is not a specific “source” 
that I can identify.  So that would 
include a variety of trees, vegetable 
gardens, lavender and other flower-
ing plants found in Vancouver’s urban 
gardens.
Smoker fuel used?
I use tightly packed, untreated burlap 
in my smoker.
Preferred method of swarm con-
trol?
I tend to split my hives in mid-April 
and always try to ensure that there is 
enough room for brood in the colony. 
This seems to work for me.
Do you run nine or ten frames in 
your brood chamber?
I actually have eleven frames in each 
of my hive boxes. It promotes proper 
bee space and comb development. 
To do this I purchase factory made 
frames, and prior to assembling, I use 

a router to shave a bit off the sides 
which reduces the bee space to around 
3/8ths of an inch. This narrowing of 
the sides allows me to get that extra 
frame into the hive box. Also I don’t 
use foundation in my frames so my 
bees naturally build comb to their 
specifications.
Do you use queen excluders?
No I don’t use queen excluders. I 
don’t use deeps, only medium Lang-
stroths for my hive colonies. This way 
I can easily move brood frames back 
down into the bottom boxes without 
worrying whether the queen is laying 
in 9 or 6-inch frames.
Best tip received or to pass along?
Move your entrances to the top of 
your hive. For years I was dealing 
with skunks and racoons messing 
with my hives. People advised me 
to sprinkle cayenne pepper or curry 
powder on the ground outside the hive 
entrance. Those remedies worked in 
the short term but I needed a long term 
solution. The RBA had organized a 
full day workshop in October 2014 
in Vancouver with Michael Bush. He 
stayed in our home with us and over 
dinner I told him my frustration with 
skunks, and he suggested I just move 
the hive entrances to the top.

Our host for this fall’s BCHPA conference, the Richmond Bee-
keepers’ Association, has approximately 115 members in good 
standing. They meet nine times each year, on the second Tues-
day of every month at the Kinsmen Nature Pavilion, from 7:30 – 
9 pm. They do not have regular meetings in the busy months of 
June, July & August, but in June, club members get together for 
a field day which includes a potluck with hive demonstrations, 

activities and events. This year’s field day was held in 
conjunction with the Langley and Surrey clubs. They 
participate in the Day of the Honey Bee and also bring in 
guest speakers for member workshops. The last speaker 
they had was Michael Bush; it was a full day event and 
they had over 100 attend. The individual profiles that fol-
low are only a few of the many members that belong to 
this association.

Richmond Beekeepers Association
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Julia and Sarah Common 
Mother and Daughter
Co-Founders of Hives for 
Humanity Society

How and when did you get started 
with bees?
Julia: I started beekeeping while in 
university. Having lost my summer 
job in the dairy barn at Macdonald 
College, I landed a job at the 
University of Manitoba in Cam Jay’s 
lab. He gave me two hives of my own 
to manage and taught me how to work 
with the bees. That was it – I have had 
bees ever since. It is the work with 
Sarah and Hives for Humanity, as a 
full time beekeeper, that seems to have 
completed the circle for me. I have 
never been so happy and fulfilled - 
endless work and endless joy it seems 
- keeping the bees and people healthy 
and safe.
Sarah: I asked mum to teach me 
how to keep bees in the context of 
the community I have been doing 
support work in for the last decade, 
the Downtown Eastside of Vancouver. 
I had done a tiny bit of beekeeping in 
her yard, helping her lift supers mostly, 
and then during a colony inspection 
she asked me to help with I realized 
that the magic the bees radiated in 
those country apiaries could be of 
real healing value in the margins of 
the urban core. That was five years 
ago. The bees are offering hope and 
creating opportunity, and opening eyes 
to other pollinators and ecosystems.
How many hives are you running?
We are managing 188 colonies this 
year, spread out two-by-two through 
backyards in neighbourhood pods 
throughout Vancouver, with a few 
bigger yards in Delta. 
How do you find sites for your hives? 
People seem to find us – once they 
inquire about having bees we send 
them information about costs, 
responsibilities and benefits. The next 
step is a site inspection and face-to-
face meeting. Finally, if we all feel 
comfortable with one another, and 
if the location fits into one of our 
existing routes, then we can decide 
to make it a go. If the new host is 
somewhat isolated from our routes, we 

ask them to get some other neighbours 
on board first - we like to create pods 
of apiaries so that we can park and 
walk to beekeep. 
Do you rent hives for pollination in 
the lower mainland? We do some 
pollination contracts in the Delta area: 
blueberries and pumpkins!
What is the main nectar source in 
your area?
It’s a real diversity in the city! Lots 
of trees making honey dew, lots of 
backyard gardens with incredible 
floral nectar…we small batch extract 
our honey by neighbourhood, so we 
get a capsule of that community, in 
that season. The differences in flavor, 
texture and colour are a source of 
community pride. 
How do you know that the bees are 
collecting honey dew? 
The honey from the core of the city is 
darker and has a flavour we find only in 
our urban hives. While we do have our 
honey tested for pollutants (all clear) 
– that test does not tell us the sugars 
it contains. We have taken the darker 
urban honey to other beekeepers 
and the shared theory, from cities all 
over the world, is that the dark deep 
flavours come from honey dew nectar. 
It’s always a bit of a mystery where 
the bees go when so much choice is 
available.
Do you run nine or ten frames in 
your brood chamber?
Depends on the colony. If we are 
working with all new frames we will 
run the box at ten, to help ensure a 
good, even draw out of wax. If we are 

working with older frames we will 
often run nine to get a bit more honey 
per comb. A nine frame box can be 
easier for the new beekeepers to get a 
hold of a frame, so in our community 
beekeeping settings we will often run 
nine for that reason. Lastly, there are 
some days when some boxes look 
better with ten and some better with 
nine – call it beekeeper’s whim!
Do you use queen excluders?
Yes, in most cases. We do not use 
excluders in the spring while we run 
two deep brood chambers. Once the 
main population buildup has taken 
place the excluder is placed above 
the first deep and the queen excluded 
down. The excluder makes inspection 
so much quicker and easier for us 
to judge the amount of space the 
queen has for laying, and it is easy 
to manipulate frames up and down as 
necessary to give her room. We shift 
the excluder up when treating with 
mite away strips to allow the queen 
freedom to escape up or down. If we 
have a problem colony which needs to 
be built up, then the excluder comes 
off until things are in balance and the 
colony has a good population. 
Best tip received or to pass along?
The importance of wet larvae: as a 
tool for gauging the colony's overall 
health. If the bees are not feeding their 
young properly, something is up. Dry 
larvae is an indicator that the bees are 
struggling and then it is our job to 
figure out why.
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Darlene Scribilo 
I live in Richmond, and am a life 
member of the Richmond Club. I 
manage the observation hive at the 
Richmond Nature Park. For many 
years members of the club took care 
of it...I took my turn and as sometimes 
happens in life, it became my project. 
I had hives close by when we needed 
new frames, I knew of beekeepers who 
had queens when we needed them, 
and I got along well with the Nature 
Park staff. I am also responsible for 
organizing the Iotron runs for our club.

Hive tool of choice? 
The one I can find.
What is your favourite honey? 
The one I have the most of. I got wild 
sweet pea honey in 1987 from a hive 

I had in the USA, and maple honey in 
the 1999 El Nino year from hives near 
the Richmond golf course. I extracted 
on Mother’s Day that year.
How and when did you get started 
with bees? 
I have been a beekeeper since 
1986 when my father sent me his 
beekeeping equipment from Ontario 
with instructions to order a pound of 
bees and a queen and call him when 
they arrived. He became diabetic and 
could not eat much of his honey. Before 
this, the most I did for my dad’s hives 
was to paint them. Interesting way 
to get your start - did you question 
his instructions or just do what he 
said? Just did what he said. Did you 
even want bees at that time?  It never 
crossed my mind. I bought my house 
that year and he thought it was perfect 
to have a hive in the yard. I had an old 
cherry tree in my yard, and neighbours 
commented that no one got a cherry 
from that tree until I brought the bees 
in. 
  Ray Salt from a beekeeping supply 
place in Langley checked the 
equipment for disease and I ordered 
bees from Randy Barker in Richmond. 
Beekeepers who befriended me – Jack 
Caunce, Art Bartle and Ernie Fuhr. 
When I ordered my bees, Randy 
phoned Jack and told him there was 
a new beekeeper in the area, and Jack 

phoned me. Art lived around the corner 
from me. We made bee equipment in 
his workshop on Saturday mornings. 
Ernie Fuhr I met at a fall convention on 
the ferry on the way over to Victoria. 
I was traveling with Jack and his wife 
so I got included in the discussions. 
Beekeepers then were great 
storytellers. If you were a beekeeper 
your friends were beekeepers.
How many hives are you running? 
15
What is the main nectar source in 
your area?  
Blueberries and blackberries..I really 
miss the loosestrife - lovely dark 
caramel honey..was a late summer 
nectar source for the bees.
Smoker fuel used?  
Seldom use a smoker but when I do, 
sacks.
Best sting remedy? 
Ban roll-on antiperspirant.
Preferred method of swarm control?  
Make splits.
Do you run nine or ten frames in 
your brood chamber? 
10
Do you use queen excluders? 
Never.
Best tip received or to pass along?  
Take your time when working your 
bees. If you are rushed you’re sure to 
be stung.

Brian Campbell
Brian is the seed master at West Coast Seeds, a member of 
the Master Gardener Association of BC, and has an Inter-
national Certificate in Permaculture Design. He is working 
on the Public Art Pollinator Pasture project as an expert, 
collaborator, and partner. He is a mentor to many young 
agriculturalists and beekeepers around the province, the 
originator of the Blessed Bee Community Apiary and Bee 
School in Vancouver, and is committed to the conservation 
of native bees. 

Brian also is the instructor for the beekeeping course at 
Langara College. He is an ideal resource person for bee-
friendly gardening because he is not only a bee expert but he 
is also a plant expert. Brian teaches traditional farm-based 
skills including fruit tree grafting, seed starting, beekeeping, 
and sustainable garden design. Heavily involved in food se-
curity issues in Richmond and across BC, and knowledge-
able about native pollinators, Brian is passionate about shar-
ing his knowledge and skills with others.  

Which is your favourite outreach/teaching position?
Wherever I teach, that is my favourite. Maybe the one clos-
est to my heart is the Community Hive Program with the 

Environmental Youth Al-
liance. This is it’s eighth 
year. It is important that 
young people take up bee-
keeping or at least get ex-
posed to it. Honey bees and 
keeping them form a win-
dow into a whole other uni-
verse. The program is short 
but very focused on practi-
cal experience gained from 
working with bees. I think 
I am making a difference 
in the world by introducing 
young people to bees and 
beekeeping.
Hive tool of choice?
I use a soldering torch to light my smoker and sterilize tools. 
Super handy.
How and when did you get started with bees?
I raised four sons and homeschooled them for several years. 
I kind of dragged my kids into chasing bumblebees and oth-
er hymenoptera around for a few years. We raised bumble-
bees in our basement storage room, a constant hum coming 

Photo: Greg Campbell
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Garret Wilkinson
I first became interested in bees 
about 10 years ago when my brother 
had a swarm show up at his work. 
We hived them in a crate as we 
had no knowledge of bees or their 
workings. I've been learning about 
bees ever since. I started with Top 
Bar Hives mostly because of the 
cost factor and hearing of how easily 
the bees were dying. Today I have 
a mix of Langstroth hives and Top 
Bar Hives. After working with the 
two types of hives for several years 
I enjoy my TBH’s the most. The 
simplicity, ease of working on one 
level and the beauty of seeing the 
bees build their natural comb is a 
pleasure. 

Hive tool of choice? 
I have two hive tools that I use regularly, the J hook hive 
tool and a ham knife. I started out with TBH’s using the ham 
knife from a thrift store which cost $1. It was needed for 
detaching the sides of combs from the box for inspection. 
The J hook tool is an excellent tool for working a Langstroth 
hive. Over time I have found both tools useful in both 
systems. The J hook for scraping hives and buttering back 
over extended cells in TBH’s, and the ham knife for cutting 
off cappings on honey frames from Langstroth hives. 
What is your favourite honey? 
I don’t have one favourite honey. All of the flavors are 
attractive and interesting. 

How many hives are you running? 
Between 10 to 30 colonies depending on 
the year. 
What is the main nectar source in your 
area? 
Blackberry.  
Smoker fuel used? 
I use a mix of sumac buds and sawdust. It 
has a very pleasant aroma. 
Preferred method of swarm control? 
Depending on timing I use a combination 
of giving room, pulling nucs, walk away 
splits and shook swarms depending on the 
needs of the colony. I try to work with the 
individual colony. 
Do you run nine or ten frames in your 
brood chamber? 
With my Langstroth hives, they are mostly 
8 frames. The TBH’s are mostly 22 bars 
long. I winter them on about 14 bars any 
bars beyond the 14 is harvestable honey. 
Each bar will hold as much comb as that of 

a standard deep frame. 
Do you use queen excluders? 
I don’t use excluders but depending the system being used 
they are useful tool. 
Best tip received or to pass along? 
You can not force bees to do anything, work with their 
instincts. 

from behind that door. We were also out in the garden a lot 
and I thought honey bees would be interesting for me to 
learn about and pass on to my kids. I had no idea at the time 
how fascinating they are, I was only thinking how I could 
keep ahead of my sons.
   One of my children did take up beekeeping for some 
time, until he discovered girls, which I guess is what hap-
pens with teenagers. My youngest would read comic books 
in the bathroom, and on occasion I’d take all that stuff out 
and leave only beekeeping books in there. It would give 
me great delight when he would mention some random fact 
about bees (bees don’t have blood, they have hemolymph 
for instance).
How many hives are you running?
20
Best sting remedy?
Masticated plantain.
Preferred method of swarm control?
Making splits.
Do you use queen excluders?
Yes.
Best tip received or to pass along?
Practice marking drones before tackling the queen.

Brian Campbell continued ...

4 - 55 - 9th Avenue S.E.
High River, Alberta T1V 1E6

Telephone 403-652-4441  Fax 403-652-3692
info@medivet.ca    www.medivet.ca

From Bee Supply Dealers or
Medivet Pharmaceuticals Ltd.

Your First Choice
  For Healthy Bees

FUMAGILIN – B
OXYTET–25 • FOUL BROOD MIX

TYLAN© SOLUBLE
VARROA MITE CONTROL STRIPS
65% FORMIC ACID/OXALIC ACID
SAFETY EQUIPMENT FOR ACIDS
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Jennifer Dimmock
I am a Finance Manager. I balance my workload with 
dirt biking and yoga.  Even though my bees seem to want 
to sting me and all my friends, I am obsessed with these 
beautiful furry flying insects buzzing around pollinating 
my garden.

Hive tool of choice?
J type hive tool - the only tool I have!
What is your favourite honey?
Cinnamon honey and of course the one my own bees will 
be making.
How and when did you get started with bees?
Inspired by the Flow Hive, we supported their crowd-
funding campaign, and one arrived on my doorstep in 
December, 2015. We built it and installed our first bees in 
March, 2016.
What is the main nectar source in your area?
Besides the apple tree in my backyard, there are an abun-
dance of blackberry bushes and blueberry fields. I also 
planted creeping thyme around the base of the hive, a 
lavender bush, sunflowers, cucumbers, zucchini, peas, 
beans and tomatoes...
Smoker fuel used?
Dried pine needles and fallen pine cones ... still experi-
menting with this.
Best sting remedy?
Benadryl cream - any other suggestions?

Do you run nine or ten frames in your brood cham-
ber?
The Flow Hive comes with 8 foundationless frames - the 
bees were building out at the beginning but amazingly, 
they sorted themselves out.
Do you use queen excluders?   Yes.
Best tip received or to pass along?
Have an experienced beekeeper with you the first couple 
of times you check your hive. I feel extremely fortunate 
and grateful that I have some in my neighbourhood. Even 
with all the YouTube videos watched and club meetings, 
the hands-on experience with someone watching and 
helping you is invaluable.

Leslie Williams
I’m the beekeeper at The Sharing 
Farm in Richmond. The Sharing Farm 
is a not for profit organization, grow-
ing food primarily for the Richmond 
Food Bank, community meals, and 
refugee organizations. We also host 
many volunteer groups and educa-
tional and community events, includ-
ing our annual Garlic Fest, held in 
August. I started the beekeeping proj-
ect here in 2013, focusing on breeding 
local, organically managed bees. Re-
cently I’ve begun to focus on increas-
ing habitat and forage for both honey 
bees and native pollinators. I also 
have a small bicycle-based business, 
BeeCycle Honey, running backyard 
hives in Vancouver.

Hive tool of choice? 
I much prefer ones with a J hook.  I 
also like the mini hive tools, for the 
ease of carrying them around.
What is your favourite honey?  
I tend to like the darker multi-florals.
How and when did you get started 
with bees?  
I took a beekeeping course through 
Kwantlen’s Farm School, and the fol-
lowing year I did an apprenticeship 

with Brian Campbell.
How many hives are you 
running? 
About 35.
What is the main nectar 
source in your area?  
At The Sharing Farm, it’s 
blackberry, along with 
phacelia, mustard, and a 
variety of herbs.  In Van-
couver, it’s primarily lin-
den.
Smoker fuel used?  
Packing paper, pulpy 
wood, green cedar, some 
dried rosemary or laven-
der, damp wood shavings. 
I’ve been trying some of 
the smoker pellets from 
Mann Lake and they work 
well, though too expensive 
to use regularly.
Best sting remedy? 
Chew up a few plantain leaves and 
place it on the sting.
Preferred method of swarm con-
trol? 
Take a nuc off early, or open the brood 
chamber with a couple of foundation-
less frames.
Do you run nine or ten frames in 

your brood chamber?
All my equipment is 8-frame, and I 
typically use one deep and the rest 
mediums.  This is to reduce strain on 
my back.
Do you use queen excluders? 
Yes, most of the time.
Best tip received or to pass along? 
Keep good records, and use them to 
learn what worked and what didn’t.
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Justin Student
I am a Learning Designer at the UBC 
Faculty of Medicine by day, helping to 
integrate technology and digital media 
as study tools to help teach BC’s future 
doctors. I am a naturalist by night: I 
graft fruit trees, curate an edible garden 
and try to work with mother nature, not 
against her.

Hive tool of choice?
Homemade (by Garret Wilkinson) 
long hook tool for my top bar hives. 
J hook hive tool for my Langstroth 
hives. Pencil.
What is your favourite honey?
Fresh urban wildflower honey.
How and when did you get started 
with bees?
I started reading about improving the 
pollination of my fruit trees 5 years 
ago and became increasingly intrigued 
with the honey bee. What an amazing 
superorganism! I soon fell in love, took 
a local course at The Bee School, got a 
nuc from Bee Friendly and started my 
journey with treatment free natural 
beekeeping.
How many hives are you running?
10 hives…only…for now.
What is the main nectar source in 
your area?
I suspect maple trees, black locust 
trees, and linden trees. I keep forgetting 
to ask my bees!

Smoker fuel used?
Damp sawdust and 
fresh sage. I reuse 
the damp sawdust 
leftover from my 
fruit tree grafting 
as smoker fuel, and 
always cut some 
fresh herbs from my 
garden, like Sage, 
and put them on 
top to help cool the 
smoke and provide a 
pleasant aroma.
Best sting remedy?
Remove stinger fast, apply fresh 
honey immediately. Stop accidentally 
squishing bees…
Preferred method of swarm control?
Pull 1 comb with queen and place into 
a holding nuc for 11 days, allowing 
full strength hive to create healthy 
queen cells. Day 11 perform a very 
large shook swarm into a new hive 
with original queen and brand new 
undrawn wax starter strip frames. 
Check for adequate nectar and pollen 
sources. Build up, repeat. Old hive 
makes a new queen and gets a natural 
brood break in the process (good for 
mite control).
Do you run nine or ten frames in 
your brood chamber?
11...the bees do well being packed 
tight in their brood chamber. I reduce 

down my Langstroth frames ever so 
slightly so I can fill the box tightly with 
11 frames. 
Do you use queen excluders?
No to queen excluders! I have never 
felt the need to impose on my colony 
where the queen goes. My colonies 
freely draw different size comb all 
over each frame and the queens can lay 
where they see fit. This way the bees 
arrange resources in the way they need 
it. I don’t generally remove honey 
until next year’s spring buildup, when 
I can truly gauge what the excess is 
for that colony. I am more comfortable 
thinking of my bees in 2 year cycles, 
not simply season by season.
Best tip received or to pass along?
Move at the speed of nature in and 
around bee hives…nice and slow. This 
advice works extremely well with 
most children!

Eric Crosby 
I am interested in keeping bees treatment-free. I run about 
20% Langstroth and 80% Top Bar Hives. All of the TBH 
are on natural comb and I am trying to get my Langs over 
to natural comb as well.

In my ‘other’ life I do general contacting, new 
construction and renovations. I have been practicing 
karate for 25 years, and enjoy hiking, camping, fly fishing, 
gardening and spending as much time as possible with 
family and friends.

What is your favourite honey?
I like a wide variety of honeys and I really enjoy the 
honey from crush and strain small batches that can taste 
so different from frame to frame. I usually leave the top 
inch or so of comb as a guide for future building. I have 
enough comb that most new bars or frames can be placed 
between existing bars or combs and be built straight. I used 
to use a fair bit of 2 inch wax foundation as guides, which 
works very well. Generally I have observed that bees build 
faster and more freely, as they are meant to, by festooning 
and building natural comb. If given the choice between 
building on plastic or in empty space they seem to prefer 

to build their own comb in 
empty space. 
How and when did you get 
started with bees?
I got started with bees in 
2011 after reading a bunch 
of articles in the papers 
about the challenges with 
bees, and the pirating of 
honey from China through 
South East Asian countries. 
I took the course with Jackie 
and Paul (the ministry 
course). I joined the RBA 
right away. I was fortunate 
to meet Garret Wilkinson in the club, and he provided me 
with with a lot of great reading material and direction on 
how to keep bees treatment-free. 
You’re part of Vancouver Organic Beekeepers – how 
many beekeepers in this group? 
VOB is currently made up of about 20 members, most of 
which are also RBA members. We meet on an irregular 
basis and discuss the various methods being used to keep 
bees treatment-free, as well as our own experiences. Most 
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Salih Fabrikaci 
I have been beekeeping 
since 2011. I grew up in Cy-
prus, in the eastern Mediter-
ranean Sea, on my family’s 
farm where we grew oranges 
and olives. Farming is in 
my blood. When I settled in 
North Vancouver in 2010 I 
started right away to get into 
the garden, growing all sorts 
of berries, vegetables and 
flowers. I learned about ma-
son bees at the local garden 
centre. Over winter I studied in depth about honey bees and 
in the spring I started beekeeping in my backyard. In that 
first year I had a bounty of honey from just one hive but 
unfortunately all my bees died. I was sad, but determined to 
learn more. I feel my beekeeping venture is giving back. My 
neighbour is having record crops of apples, my blueberries 
have been endless, and neighbourhood parents bring their 
children by to see the hives.

What is your favourite honey?
Amber coloured honey, as it has a great mix of nectar. The 
darker the honey the more aromas and the more complex 
the flavour.
How many hives are you running?
Five years ago I started with 1 hive. Now thanks to friends 
and neighbours, I am running 10 hives.
Smoker fuel used?
Cardboard, paper egg cartons, pine needles and pine cones, 
compressed cotton.
Preferred method of swarm control?
Comb Management: Make sure the queen has room to lay 
eggs and that the bees have room to store food sources.  
Box Management: Keep your hive boxes well maintained. 
Brood Break: Take the queen from the main hive and put 
her in a 5-frame nuc box with a bunch of adult bees, one 
honey frame and one pollen frame, to start a new colony. 
Two-way Splitting of Colonies: Usually my bees overwinter 
in 2 deep brood boxes. In early spring when male bees are 
available you can split the 2 boxes, one with the queen and 
the other without. Make sure that both boxes have eggs that 
are less then 3 days old. In one colony the queen has room to 
lay eggs and expand the population. The other colony will 
create new queen cells to make a new queen. 
Do you use queen excluders?
I used a queen excluder in my first year when I was learning 
about the bees and hives. Now I no longer use them. Twice 
I experienced my queens getting stuck in the excluder and 
dying, so I stopped using them. It is a good idea for new 
beekeepers to use them.  
Best tip received or to pass along?
Ask for help if you have never caught a swarm up high be-
fore. Sometimes bees swarm up a tree 30 feet high. This can 
be risky and you can easily hurt yourself. I suggest using an 
adjustable painting pole with a bucket attached to the end. 
Position the bucket under the swarm, and using the very end 
of the pole, shake the swarm so that the bees fall into the 
bucket. I have found this method works well for me.  

of the more experienced members raise queens from their 
own stock. Fortunately for me I have 2 other VOB members 
close to me who contribute to the genetic diversity of 
organic drones mating with my queens. Maybe close to half 
the members keep bees in TBH and the other half in Langs.
How many hives are you running? 
Somewhere between 75-150 colonies. The variation is due 
to selling colonies, winter die-off and rebuilding numbers.
Preferred method of swarm control?
I pull a nuc off any colony that looks like it may be getting 
ready to swarm. If swarming looks certain I pull the queen 
with the nuc or make a shook swarm with the queen.
Do you ever get heavy drone production in your TBHs? 
Do you see big differences between your TBHs and your 
Langstroth hives?
Maybe the maximum drone production in my TBHs is in 
the 20% range. Average is 10-15%. It is the same in Langs 
without foundation. If they have foundation of course they 
try to tuck drones in where they can. The reason I am so fond 
of having drones is that I need them for mating. Over the last 
5 years my matings have improved remarkably.
Best tip received or to pass along? 
I think it is very important to read as much published 
information as possible from many sources over the last 200 
years. There is a lot of information and misinformation out 
there. I am fond of “The Honey bee Democracy” by Tom 
Seeley,  as well as his other writings, especially those on 
the Arnot Forest bees of upper New York. Kirkwebster.com 
and Bushfarms.com are both great online inspiration.

Maximize Spring Build-up 
and Colony Health

   Learn more at  www.globalpatties.com
    and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free

    or email  mike@globalpatties.com 
Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease 

GLOBAL PATTIES
Feed ready-made patties from

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate 
for good build-up and large honey crops.  

Feed patties to ensure colony health, 
fast build-up and maximum production.
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Brian Saunders
I keep bees on rooftops in Vancouver 
and in Fraser Valley fields. I call my 
small setup Raintown Bees, because 
rain is the primary challenge for keep-
ing bees in the Lower Mainland in 
winter, and as we found out this year, 
sometimes for the entire month of 
June! I teach Alternate Education in 
highschool as my day job; next season 

as a new project I will be coordinating 
beekeeping programming with at-risk 
youth.   

Hive tool of choice?
J hook, plus cheap Canadian Tire fil-
leting knife.
What is your favourite honey?
Eucalyptus, from a tree by my parents’ 
place on Vancouver Island.
How and when did you get started 
with bees?
6 years ago I did an intro course with 
Brian Campbell, and spent a season 
helping in yards in the Lower Main-
land before getting my own bees. 
How many hives are you running?
12.
What is the main nectar source in 
your area?
On the farm: maple, blackberry, black 
locust and flowering brassicas. In the 
city: Linden is big with the bees, and 
a heavy hitter given it is the only late 
bloomer street tree after the blackberry 

flow.  Downtown the others are mostly 
maple and cherry, so the blooms are 
spread out well.
Smoker fuel used?
Burlap, with a little grass.  I throw in 
a bit of thyme sometimes as there’s a 
small patch that’s sprung up near one 
group of hives.
Best sting remedy?
More stings. No remedy ever did 
much, but after three or four years the 
swelling and itch went down a lot.
Preferred method of swarm control?
Flipping brood boxes, making splits, 
and keeping traps nearby.
Do you run nine or ten frames in 
your brood chamber?
10
Do you use queen excluders?
Yes
Best tip received or to pass along?
In the Lower Mainland, prep your 
hives more for rain/moisture in winter 
than for cold.  

Lindsay Dault
I started beekeeping 9 years ago with 
my ‘then boyfriend’ who turned into my 
husband, whether he liked it or not! We 
started Urban Bee Supplies right before 
we had our first daughter. This was a side 
project, you know to kill time, because you 
have so much extra time when you become 
a mom. Little did I know….

We had twins almost 4 years ago, and 
recently relocated our family to Victoria 
where we opened Urban Bee Supplies’ 
newest location. Beekeeping is definitely 
a passion of mine, I love teaching new and 
old beekeepers alike.  

Hive tool of choice? 
I’ve used many out of desperation, including car keys, 
forks I’ve found in my purse and sticks. But the J-hook is 
definitely my go to. 
How and when did you get started with bees? 
9 years ago when I met my husband, I tried to impress him 
or something.  Turned out I loved it and then I got way 
better at it than him. But don’t tell him that!
How many hives are you running? 
15 in Vancouver and 50 in Victoria
What is the main nectar source in your area?  
In Vancouver it’s everything, we’re on an organic farm 
surrounded by blueberries, blackberries, squash and an 
amazing urban area filled with amazing flowers. In Victoria 
we have a bunch of different yards, ranging from lavender 
to blueberry and blackberry.

Smoker fuel used? 
A little cardboard with some herbs on top, 
like lavender, mint and sage. I got sick of 
smokey smoke; the herbs make it more 
pleasant for me and the smoke is cooler.
Best sting remedy? 
Homeopathic remedy - Apis Mellifica 
30C. I react differently every time I get 
stung, depending on where. I used to take 
Benadryl when I got a bad sting, and then 
found myself falling asleep at my desk. This 
stuff is also effective in stopping the itch of 
mosquito bites, which is great for my kids.
Preferred method of swarm control?  

When I have the time I do splits, when I’m too busy I use 
Queen Temp queen pheromones, it works like a charm! The 
only downside is that if your queen dies they likely won’t 
replace her because the pheromone is there.
Do you use queen excluders? 
Definitely!  When I forget I always end up with brood in my 
honey supers, always!! Then I curse myself. 
Best tip received or to pass along? 
Healthy bees are happy bees, just like us they need a variety 
of food.  

Continued on page 28 ...

Phone 250-499-2555

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
2098 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, BC V0X 1C2

Blair & Cheryl Tarves
BC BRED QUEENS • NUCS
BREEDING STOCK
April 15 - Sept. 15
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Kerry Clark, President, called the meet-
ing to order at 8:30 am, Approval of 
Agenda.

President’s Report – Kerry Clark
The BCHPA has grown to over 600 
members in the last year. 
Divisions have been organized into five 
branches; more branches are expected .
Certified instructors course has gradu-
ated new instructors to teach beekeepers 
how to teach introductory beekeeping. 
Membership communication has im-
proved.  New members are encouraged 
to register through the webpage.
Executive needs volunteers to join com-
mittees. If you are interested please let 
us know.
Executive continues a productive dia-
logue with Provincial Apiarist at the 
semi-annual and annual general meet-
ings (but he is away at the moment).  
Discovery of Small Hive Beetle (SHB) 
is creating challenges.  Input / feedback 
requested from members. 
BCHPA sent a letter to the Minister of 
Agriculture outlining their support for 
the SHB quarantine zones established 
by provincial apiarist Paul van Wes-
tendorp in the Fraser Valley in August 
2015.
Executive is working to improve in-
volvement of regional reps. by giving 
them opportunity to join teleconferenc-
es of BCHPA executive. 
Strategic Plan: (Last prepared in 2004). 
Later in the day we have an exercise to 
revisit/develop the plan.

First Vice President’s Report 
– Jeff Lee
Results of Pacific Agricultural Show – 
End of January at TradeEx 
Farmer’s ID cards can be applied for – 
see website of BCAC for process and 
application – reflects status as bona fide 
farmer does NOT create it
Allows for the exemption of PST at 
some businesses.
Some distinction between act and au-
ditors re PST exemptions\Bulletin 101 
Prov BC – Qualified Farmers under the 
assessment act OR under the following 
conditions....see bulletin
www.sbr.gov.bc.ca/documents_library/
bulletins/pst_101.pdf
We Heart Local – have asked for Farm-
er’s profiles for this initiative – BC Bee-

keepers can send info direct to them: 
http://www.weheartlocalbc.ca/
App is free to use as members of BCAC
Water Sustainability Act came in Feb 
29th 2016 – may not affect people but 
will require landowners using surplus 
water – (ie drilling a well you need a 
permit and pay for the water)
https://www.leg.bc.ca/Pages/BCLASS-
Legacy.aspx#%2Fcontent%2Fleg
acy%2Fweb%2F40th2nd%2F3rd_
read%2Fgov18-3.htm
Information on the BCAC website 
around this act and its implications.

Treasurer’s Report – Irene Tiampo
7 month statement to budget handed out
450+ members at this time
Insurance program doing well. 1/3 of 
membership has purchased liability 
insurance
DOLI will be included in year end re-
port
Honey Bee Diseases book (30 copies) 
have been purchased and on sale this 
weekend.

Secretary’s Report – Chris Rozema
4 Executive meetings since AGM
Correspondence from DTES re dona-
tions of honey for their food programs 
– read out for individual decisions

CHC Report – Stan Reist
Attended CHC AGM in Saskatoon
Meetings with PAs and CAPA to discuss 
issues including SHB
Developed good working relationships 
as a diverse group
Animal Feed Act is being revised
What needs to be on the label and not
Drugs for livestock under review
Terramycin; Tylosin – not allowed in 
Japan
There is one drug allowed in Japan and 
work being done to get it approved in 
CA so that honey with residue can be 
exported
Growing Forward
Needs Provincial participation 
BC not involved as much as other prov-
inces
Looking to put a GF application to ir-
radiate hives
Speaker tomorrow re BioSecurity and 

Food Security programs
OMAFRA
Asked the CHC to create a strategic plan 
for Ontario – turned down because it 
was provincial and CHC is not involved 
in provincial matters
CropLife Canada
Product out BeeConnected
Drift Watch program developed in Aus-
tralia
Helps identify where hives are for 
farmer to notify beekeeper that spraying 
will be occurring - connection/commu-
nication between farmer and beekeeper 
around crop spraying times/ etc. Free 
app online 
Labour is an on-going issue for bee-
keepers and being addressed
PMRA – conditional approvals for prod-
ucts - issue is conditional is lasting too 
long
Submission letters on re-evaluation on 
metacloprid
Bee Health Roundtable in Ottawa - try-
ing to work to mitigate issues with bee 
and bee health.

Regional Rep Reports
BC Peace Report – Kerry Clark
Warm winter, low snow
North Vancouver Island – Gerry Roz-
ema
Wet winter, looking towards 50% sur-
vival most likely culprit high mite loads, 
bees brooding and flying.
Thompson Nicola – David Masurat
Early reports winter was good
Weak hive or queen die-off in fall
Fondant from Germany seeming to be 
good “Bee Ambrosia” paste that does 
not harden
Very little of hydroxy 
Currently working with organization in 
Chilliwack to reproduce the product
Kootenays – Axel Krause
Christina Yahn new rep – just had a 
baby so could not attend
Inaugural Cdn Apitherapists Assn. 
Christina is Vice president
Survival rate is all over the map
Early warm weather
Prince George – Barry Clark
Still snow; lots of microclimates; south-
ern areas have some pollen starting
This is the time of year we lose hives, 

BCHPA Semi-Annual Business Day Minutes
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warm daytime temps and very cold night time can lead to hive 
loss
Wraps hives; bee clubs signalling pretty good overwintering, 
mite losses already recognized last fall. Huge interest in bees 
and beekeeping, 2 courses in april, 50—60 ppl interested
Highest number of packages purchased for new beekeepers
Hive Lights issues from last fall now fixed – members getting 
copies
Club is a branch and all members are members of BCHPA
Anyone who takes course has to be BCHPA member – part of 
fee if not already a member 
Rudy is making arrangements for Spring IPM courses (some-
time in May) looking for presenters, looking for someone in 
each area to host these information meetings, including small 
hive beetle info.

BHW Fund Report – Brenda Jager/John Boone
SFU Archive program
BCHPA and materials relating to Bees (Apiculture) were 
moved to SFU: http://atom.archives.sfu.ca
F-147 BCHPA, F-110 Apiculture
George Wilkinson paintings displayed, proposal to have them 
included in the archives; there is also disc of photographs of 
the paintings
Have begun to collect digital records
All BeesCenes except one or two are in the archives
Archival material to be submitted every two years with 2016 
being first intake year.

Provincial Apiarist Report 
– Kerry Clark for Paul van Westendorp
Not here today so instead Kerry presented short presentation 
on SHB
Also see BeesCene for process
Alberta PA sent notice out to BCHPA re nuc rules.

Old Business
2015 AGM Report - Jenn Dilfer
Went very well; 200+ people attended. Very profitable for 
both BCHPA and Comox Valley Beekeepers
$25 k gross for BCHPA, 15K net, $10k net for Comox Valley 
Beekeepers Club
John Boone: Are the wheels in motion to donate portion of 
BCHPA profits? Jeff Lee: yes there are discussions around 
this.
2016 AGM Update – Jeff Lee
115+ members Richmond Beekeepers Assn will be hosting 
2016, Tim Monaghan – Richmond President 
Very good support within Association to produce this event - 
October 14-16, 2016
Certified Instructors may hold session on the 13th; Sunday 
Workshop will be offered
Getting speakers can be challenge because of time constraints 
of event
Looking at doing side-by-side speakers: two tracks beginning 
and serious sideliner/commercial, trying to broaden reach of 
attendees for AGM. More expensive but more expansive. Jeff 
open to suggestions for speakers.

BCHPA Website Update 
– Dan Mawson
Updated website into Wordpress format for simplicity of use, 
visual appeal and flexibility for using it as major communica-
tion tool for organization; hopefully live by June 1, 2016
Kerry: Question for discussion: do we keep website open for 
public or locked down for members only or some variation of 
this; need to make plan for what would be available, when if 
open to public (ie. how much time for resources do we hold 
back from public availability). Can this be discussed at Strate-
gic planning session?
How do we ensure value for membership while also providing 
public information
Facebook group? Instant forum for new beekeepers; Instant 
way to push information. Dan proposing yes to FB group and 
retire the forum currently being hosted. Jenn Dilfer interested 
in assisting to create FB group
Subscription based e-news push out of new information
Is there any thought into incorporating local dues into BCHPA 
website?
No discussions at this time but in new membership form there 
is a box asking which club you are affilitated with. Might not 
be hard, if asked, to consolidate the purchase of local mem-
bership into BCHPA process/website.
Labels Update – Judy Campbell
Regarding recommendation to separate neck, hex and regular 
labels. Do we want to keep what we had?
16 certified producers but surveyed the 13 oldest ones (3 were 
brand new); 7/13 responded; 3/6 former producers responded
Application for registration on BCHPA website
Only use approved chemicals
Certifies that honey is BC Produced - reflects the source of 
the honey
Grade stamp does not imply 100% Canadian honey
Big packers are bringing in Argentinian and Chinese honey. 
Adding enough Canadian honey to meet Grade stamp require-
ments. CHC advocating that Canada #1 does not speak to 
origin but moisture content – is there an identified amount to 
make “Canadian”
Certified producer identifies source of origin for honey and 
are trusting label
Current tamper proof label is easy to damage. Maybe review 
“tamper proof” as more sturdy. 

Ross Rounds, Inc.

Round comb section
equipment and

Sundance pollen traps.
Contact your dealer for supplies.

PO Box 11583 • Albany NY 12211-0583
T: 1-518-370-4989 • F: 1-518-381-6370

www.rossrounds.com
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CBISQT program for food safety....
funding available to have programs/
education 
Growing Forward -- New program 
funding available April 1 but proposals 
will have to get in fast to access – funds 
are oversubscribed and often gone with-
in first few days of opening
Traceability is going to be almost man-
datory
Best management practices are going to 
come in and will be mandatory.

Commercial Beekeepers 
– John Gibeau
Representing new Commercial Bee-
keepers Assn 
Key Issues John says that surface when 
Hobbyists/Serious Sideliners and Com-
mercial Beeks come together: commer-
cials use chemicals; commercials want 
open US border open; commercials drop 
hives that rob out sideliners; commer-
cials transfer diseases and pests
Industry is huge: 20000 pkgs; 100k 
queens
80k bees approx to canola
40k bees to blueberries/cranberries
Commercial costs 1-1.10 per lb

Commercial honey is tested prior to ex-
port (Japanese shipment was tested 4 
times)
Philosophically: Beekeeping is self reg-
ulated industry, bad beekeepers don’t 
survive
What a commercial beekeeper wants is 
good for the hobbyist and serious side-
liner
Commercial beekeepers evolve from se-
rious sideliners
Commercial Beekeepers and hobbyist 
are two separate organizations that can 
work together
Moving Forward: Should be members 
of each others organizations. Should 
have meetings on same dates/joint meet-
ings. Issues that come forward are dis-
cussed with both organizations, attempt 
to resolve as best as possible.

New Business – Kerry Clark
Kerry reviewed some issues with mul-
tiple (non-standard) logos out there 
Also conversation around the name and 
confusion around BCHPA
Would a name change/abandon history?
Not deciding today but a time to think 
about directions and options

All other provincial associations are 
“Beekeepers”.

Constitution Review – Mike Campbell
Review of work done on Constitution 
and Bylaws, will be up for vote at the 
AGM in October
Constitution is why we exist
Bylaws are how we organize ourselves
Changes will be published in the BeeS-
cene for review  
All changes must be voted on and 
approved at the AGM only
All require 90 days notice
Notice to motion will be accomplished 
in BeesCene
Survey will be sent out to members with 
changes and asking for input.

World Cafe 
Strategic Plan: Reviewed 2004 Strategic 
Plan as posted in the brochure
Separate report to come out highlighting 
input from this engagement session.  ❀

Email a.j.robertson@sasktel.net 
or phone (306)-373-9140 

cell (306)-270-6627 for prices and availability.

Queen cells from tested Saskatraz breeders ($20). 
Closed population mated breeder queens ($300). 

Out-crossed breeder queens ($100). 
Saskatraz stock carrying VSH trait added in 2012, also available 

as queen cells and mated queens in May 2016. Inquire.
US-raised Saskatraz hybrid production queens are available 

April 15th to August 15th ($30 US). These hybrids will produce 
pure Canadian Saskatraz drones for stud use.

 All breeding stock tested and certified. 
See www.saskatraz.com for breeding information and updates.
Saskatraz stock bred in Saskatchewan for honey production, 
wintering ability and resistance to mites and brood diseases.

Saskatraz breeding stock 
available in 2016

Bee 
Bear Prepared
Your Gallagher source for quality 

bear fence protection.

Contact Us:

ABCustomFencing.com

FenceFast411@gmail.com

877 709-5451
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Bee Imagining ...

Ghost print (cyanotype) depicting the 
nocturnal flight of bees bitten by the zombie fly 

(Apocephalus borealis).

Still life with cucumber: photos of foods that would disappear 
without pollination (with the still life referring to the bees 
themselves).

Photo of dead bee used to create edible prints.

I have been a printmaker for over 10 years and have 
always focused on insects. I strongly believe that 
we learn from the smallest creatures around us. I 
always try to acknowledge their presence and un-
derstand what this presence is telling me. In the last 
few years, my focus has turned to bees and on their 
potential disappearance. This may seem negative 
and alarmist but I hope that by focusing on dysto-
pia and imagining what could be, we can find it in 
ourselves to turn things around. 

In the past year, I have delved deeper into my 
art practice through a mentorship program that has 
allowed me to receive guidance from amazing art-
ists inspired by science and bees such as Aganetha 
Dyck. 

For my latest project, I have taken on the role of 
ghost beekeeper. I started by acquiring a hive from 
a beekeeper who had lost a third of his colonies. I 
was also able to obtain bee losses from the same 
beekeeper which serve as the basis for all my work. 
I care for the dead bees by washing them using the 
same techniques entomologists use to preserve in-
sect specimens. I then use the bees to create art-
work emphasizing absence and disappearance. 

I started this project out of a respect and fascina-
tion for honey bees but the path I have followed and 
the beekeeping class I have taken have given me 
a whole new appreciation for them. Working with 
both bee losses and live bees has also given me a 
sense of awe and serenity that is sometimes diffi-
cult to put into words.

My print work takes three main directions: ghost 
prints that emphasize absence and factors that 
could cause the disappearance of bees, soft ground 
“portraits” that commemorate lost bees and their 
individuality, and edible prints of bees and still life 
photos of jeopardized crops that put a focus on bees 
as a commodity for the production of food (through 
apiculture and agriculture). 

Because I am also an optimist, while I focus on 
dystopia and disappearance, I also work towards 
hope and repopulation. I have been working on a 
garden and bee hotels for native bees and am par-
ticipating in an urban hive initiative on a rooftop 
in Winnipeg. I have also become fascinated with 
bee photography of the lively visitors to my garden. 
Through that, I am learning about characteristics, 
flower preferences and flight patterns of all kinds 
of native bees and about the positive impact of bee 
dwellings and urban forage. 

For more information and to see more of my 
work, please visit my website: www.valeriechar-
trand.ca.  ~ Valérie Chartrand
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by Bryn Jones
I recently had an occasion to 
think about my first introduction 
to honey bees. The reminiscing 
brought fond memories of some 
unusual connections between 
bees, hair, and my late neighbour 
and good friend Ernie.

As a child of the 1950s and 
1960s, I grew up in a house 
where a boy's hair was expected 
to be neat, clean and short. 
People will recall that when the 
Beatles came to North America, 
longer hair became the norm. 
Millions of boys grew longer 
hair. So did I, much to my 
parents' chagrin.

Looking back on it now, 
balding in my 60s, I can see it was 
a teenage stage I went through, 
which was all about taking small 
steps toward independence. I 
have read that in the 1800's, 
the Industrial Revolution 
focused energy on smooth 
running machines and workers 
conforming in every respect. My 
great grandparents grew up in 
Wales and Yorkshire during that 
time. People like Beethoven had 
more romantic, conflicted and doubtful 
feelings about their times. Their "open-
mind" hairstyles were an expression of 
individual freedom. Hair expressions 
have gone on through the centuries.

The whole "make love, not war" 
aspect of the 1960s was distilled into 
the 1970s for me, and was outwardly 
nothing more than growing a moustache, 
all thanks to my Dad, whom I loved. 
He served in the RAF, and he had a 
moustache too. We talked about big 
moustaches. I remember him saying 
to me, "The Russian First World War 
generals had the best ones. The only 
good moustaches were the ones you 
could see not just from the front, but 
from the rear also, as the General rode 
away on his horse. They were big. See 
General Remmenkampf!" 

What has this got to do with my 
honey bee experience?

Fast-forward to Aldergrove in the 
1980s where my moustached, long-
haired, hippy-type leanings had led me 
to more deeply explore food production 

and gardening at home to sustain the 
family. We had chickens, ducks, geese, 
pigs, beef, turkeys and veggies of all 
sorts. Much of my enjoyment in the 
neighbourhood came from spending 
time with my neighbour Ernie.

Ernie was a character. He once told me 
about the Christmas dinner he had been 
forced to host. I was there when his wife 
shouted out the window: "...my family 
has not been invited around in a long 
time. I am inviting them for Christmas 
dinner!" Ernie's appreciation for that 
fine October morning immediately went 
adrift. Ernie and his wife loved one 
another dearly, yet any observer would 
be imprudent to question his wife's 
tendency to badger and pester.

Given the familial tendencies, the 
spectre of this Christmas event was not 
ever going to be forgotten by Ernie. 
Gentle reminders were one thing, but 
to lose one's hard earned larder of home 
grown food to a ravenous hoard of 
unwanted relations was a punishment 
only a loving spouse could endure. 
Ernie knew they would just about eat 

and drink him out of house and 
home, and so he thought if he 
didn't want to lose everything he 
had stored, he had better prepare 
a big Tom turkey for the family 
dinner. 

The months of feeding and 
caring for the turkey ticked by. 
He hand fed, massaged and 
pampered that bird for months, 
and on Christmas Eve, with 
relatives expecting that big turkey 
dinner, and the snow falling, it 
was finally time to go out and 
have bird meet its maker. The 
bird had grown into a magnificent 
specimen.

Ernie slipped and shuffled his 
way along the icy path toward 
the turkey shed and came to a 
sudden stop. There, licking its 
lips and grinning, stood a huge, 
fat raccoon amidst the tattered 
remains of his prize turkey, all 
chewed and nearly gone.

Ernie went back in the house 
to get his .22 rifle. He returned, 
shot and skinned that raccoon for 
dinner, right there on the spot. 
"Roasted it Christmas morning, 
right into the oven, guts and all. 

Never told them it was raccoon. And do 
you know what? The relatives loved it. 
They never knew the difference."

  
Ernie had many friends and one of his 
pals gave him a beehive. He said, "...
come on over and have a look..." and so, 
I did.

We stood side by side behind the hive 
and I got instructions from Ernie. He 
said, "... there are two lids here, an outer 
and inner cover. I am going to lift off the 
lids. Stand still and don't move quickly. 
A bee may land on you, but don't be 
alarmed, they are just checking you 
out. We don't need to have any special 
protective gear on."

My mind raced back to a time when 
my Dad said that he'd wished he had 
tried beekeeping as a young man. It had 
looked like an interesting hobby to him. 
Here I was, with my big 1880s come 
1990s moustache, stepping into a place 
my Dad would have liked to have been. 
I felt a connection. I also thought back 
to a time when I had been stung as a 

Old Friends, Honey Bees & Big Moustaches
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youngster. I began to be nervous as Ernie lifted the lids.
A massive colony of bees covered the frames and sure 

enough, in that cool evening, a bee came out to investigate 
me. It landed on my chin. Ernie saw it and watched my 
reaction. The bee crawled across to my lip and I began to 
breathe carefully. It crawled up under my moustache and then 
tried to fly away. It got stuck.

The buzz was a low droning sound. I was sweating now. 
Then the pitch changed. Panic was about to set in. Higher 
alarm pitch change now. At the third stage of pitch change, I 
lost my calm demeanour and swatted at the bee to be rid of it. 
The swatting action above the open hive brought more bees 
out. The ensuing hive unhappiness caused me to run away 
swatting at my own face, as Ernie quickly returned the lid.

I shouted to Ernie, "Thanks for the demo, I'll see you 
later!" and went off home, bees in pursuit. I got home alright, 
and found my wife and kids were out shopping. 

I thought to myself, I have had a bad experience because 
of this moustache. If that bee hadn't got stuck in the hairy 
upper lip, all would have been fine. I thought if I cut off the 
moustache, Ernie and I could have a chuckle at what his bees 
had caused.

So, no longer in need of 1970s independence statement 
of a moustache, I immediately took out the razor and shaved 
off the hairy upper lip and walked out of the bathroom to the 
living room, where sat my stunned wife and 3 children. My 
kids, aged 10, 8 and 5 years, had never seen dad without a 
moustache. 

They must have been thinking, "Who is that stranger who 
sounds like Daddy?" 

My wife immediately burst into tears. My children, 
following Mum's lead, were also upset. "Why did you do that, 
Daddy?"

I told them about the bees at Ernie's and how I was going to 
go back to his house and show him what his bees had caused 
me to do, namely shave, and have a giggle. I had no idea the 
trouble it would cause.

"I liked your moustache," my wife wailed, "and now you 
look like your mother! I am not sleeping with your mother!"

 
Now, almost 30 years of beekeeping later, I think about my 
independence sometimes, or lack of it. I stroke my regrown 
moustache and think about its connection to hair, honey bees 
and a wonderful neighbour named Ernie.  ❀
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Judy Campbell 
604-856-2125

jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com
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by Brian Campbell

Before the age of modern science, 
doctors relied primarily on herbal or 
plant medicine for curing illnesses. 
Collections of medicinal plants, also 
known as Physic Gardens, originated in 
medieval times, and are the precursors 
of modern botanical gardens. Plants, 
leeches and other forms of bloodletting: 
of the techniques available to our 
forebears, I’ll stick with herbal cures.

Because honey bees are intimately 
connected to plants, beekeepers are 
too - or at least have a keen interest in 
what plants their bees are visiting and 
making use of. I’d like to share some 
things I know about plants and how in 
the spirit of medieval Physic Gardens, 
we as beekeepers can find some utility 
from the plants growing around us.

Salves for Beekeepers

Plantago major - Broad-leaved Plantain
This is a common plant found on almost 
every continent. It is an indicator of 
wet, compacted soils, or of heavy clay 
- giving beekeepers a heads up about 
bee yards that might be underwater in 
the winter. It contains the glycoside 
Aucubin that takes the itch and swelling 
out of insect bites, and even the sting 
from Stinging Nettle. As a fresh leaf it 
can be crushed to squeeze out its juices 
and applied directly to stings. As a dried 
herb it can be used in salves and lotions 
made from beeswax. It actually does 
work!

Monarda spp - Bee Balm
This plant is most commonly thought 
to be a balm for bees because it is so 
attractive to them, but in fact it is also a 
balm to ease bee stings, similar in use to 
plantain. It is edible, highly fragrant and 

makes a good cut flower. Use the leaves 
as you would Plantain.

Prunella vulgaris - All Heal
This is an amazing plant, long held in 
high regard by First Nations for its 
broad application in healing. Plus it’s a 
bee-pollinated plant. Considered a weed 
by many, it is a fairly harmless plant, 
simply growing in the wrong place on 
occasion and not difficult to deal with at 
all, if you don’t mind depriving bees of 

food. It is quite handy when made into 
a topical salve, easing stings and other 
insect bites.

Making Salves
Making salves and balms is easy. To start 
you need 100 grams high quality edible 
oil (plus extra for fussing). What oil to 
use is up to you. I think olive oil can go 
bad when stuff is added to it. I prefer 
sunflower or safflower oil. Coconut oil 
is great too.

For a plantain salve: harvest the 
leaves from three plants and allow to 
dry thoroughly. Add to the oil and soak 
for a couple of weeks. This extracts the 
active ingredients from the plantain into 
the oil.

The next step is to melt 100 grams 
of beeswax in a double boiler, and then 
slowly add the oil.

I use a spoon to sample the mix, 

taking a spoonful of the salve and 
cooling in a freezer for a few minutes, 
then feeling it to get a sense of how easy 
it is to apply. A salve should be easy to 
apply, not too hard or too soft.

If it is too hard for you, add more oil 
and keep testing until you get it to just 
the right mix of hard and soft. This is 
the most difficult part and shouldn’t be 
rushed. Tinker with the mix until it is at 
the level you like.

If you are like me, you have the 
time to make your salves but didn’t do 
the prep - soaking the leaves in oil. All 
is not lost. Harvest the leaves and add 
them to the melted wax. With low heat, 
just enough to keep the wax liquid, steep 
the plantain leaves for a few minutes. 
When the wax has taken on the colour 
of the leaves, strain off the leaves and 
add the oil as described above.

When fully integrated pour off into 
labeled jars.

Essential Oils – Good for Bees Too
Essential oils, the kind you can buy in 
ultra expensive bottles from specialty 
shops, are extracts from flowers. For 
example, if you wanted to make your 
own thyme oil extract to treat your 
colonies for varroa you would begin 
by gathering thyme blossoms and 
stuffing them into a distilling device. 
The steam running through the flowers 
basically pulls the essential oils out and 
later condenses them into a receptacle. 
I know this is a very abbreviated 
description but that is basically how it 
is done. Countertop distillers are quite 
affordable and simple to operate.

It seems to me that bees are already 
doing this. The essential oils found 
in flowers are a component of nectar, 
a reward and a lure for bees. They 
are drawn to the scent of these highly 
volatile oils, gathering the oils along 
with the nectar and later reducing the 
nectar and condensing the oils into 
honey.

The direction I am going is to the 
idea that bees can self-medicate with 
essential oils if only you would plant 
them! Mints, thyme and lavender 
are highly attractive to bees and are 
considered key essential oils to many 
who follow this practice.

Harvest fresh blossoms after the 

A Physic Garden for Beekeepers
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morning dew has burned off to make 
your own quick essential oil extract. Boil 
the flowers with a few leaves and stems 
in water, strain off and then add sugar to 
make into syrup. This concoction, after 
cooling off, can be drizzled over adult 
bees in the hive or fed to them directly 
in the autumn.

Slug Barriers
If you have a garden you probably 
have slugs. Almost all the slugs and 
snails found in British Columbia are 
non-natives. The Banana slug, rarely 
found in urban areas, is our only native 
slug and is not really much of pest as 
it prefers our forests over farms and 
gardens.

In any case, slugs usually seem 
not to be too picky when it comes to 
chewing their way through my garden, 
but after some careful observation, it 
has appeared to me that they are choosy 
about what they munch on and what 
they slither past.

Here is a list of plants not favoured 
by slugs. Plant them densely in a band 
about 30 cm deep around your garden. 
The idea is the slugs won’t eat them, 
and if they can’t slip and slide through 
the dense undergrowth they meander off 
to your neighbour’s garden. All of these 
are also bee pollinated:

✾ Foxglove (above)
✾ Echinacea Purple Coneflower
✾ Catmint
✾ Salvia spp
✾ Bugleweed
✾ Anise Hyssop

The secret is that they are all strongly 
flavoured, hairy leaved, and somewhat 
coarsely textured, not prime culinary 
fodder for slugs. There are many to 
choose from!

Apiplantitherapy, Sort Of
Stinging nettles can be applied topically 
with a similar effect to bee stings, 
without the same concern regarding 

fear of bees and stings. Please note: It 
is possible to be allergic to just about 
anything. Just because the fresh leaves 
are applied to the surface of the skin 
doesn’t mean this treatment, or any 
other treatment suggested here, isn’t 
free of risk or harm. It is interesting 
that Stinging nettle, Urtica dioica, can 
help reduce the swelling associated with 
arthritis in a similar way to bee stings.

Smoker Fuel
Going with what is cheap and free is 
probably the most common criteria for 
what to use in our smokers, after what 
burns evenly and cool. Used burlap 
sacks are what most people use because 
they are basically free and widely 
available.

A little known fact is that green 
coffee beans can be and frequently are 
stored for years. Coffee has a short 
shelf life after roasting, but in the raw 
bean stage can keep for much longer. 
Consequently, those coffee bag sacks 
are often treated with fungicides and 
other chemicals to help keep the beans 
from decay.

Burlap, being made from plant 
material, can go moldy and fall apart 
in long term storage, which is another 
reason the sacks are chemically treated. 
You might also have noticed that some 
sacks seem to burn very well while 
others really don’t. Think fire retardant. 
Imagine a warehouse full of burlap...

If you have an old washer, and don’t 
mind the mess, running a sack through 
a wash cycle would do a lot to remove 
some of these nasty chemicals. The 
result is a sack that burns better and 
cleaner. Or you can grow your own 
burlap and have total control over the 
inputs from growing organically, to 
preparing the jute naturally. 

Grow your own burlap!?  Wha’?
Corchorus olitorius, or jute, is grown in 
tropical Asia. It reaches a height of 10 
-12 feet.  It is also used as a vegetable 
for fresh eating in salads, but is mostly 
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cooked because that brings out its mucilaginous character, like 
okra. Dried and powdered leaves can be used to make a tea.

All parts of the plant are edible - leaves, flowers and seeds. 
The leaves are very tender and delicious when young and get 
more and more fibrous as the plant grows.

I let it grow until frost, harvest, dry and use it as smoker 
fuel. If you are a real keener, once it is dried you can knock 
the leaves off, soak the main stem to loosen the material, dry 
again and pound with a stick to separate out the fibers. I don’t 
think these steps are necessary. I dry it, pound it to knock 
some of the excess material off and then burn it.

Because it is jute or what burlap is made from, it burns as 
well as burlap coffee sacks do, only I know for sure it is 100% 
organic. No fungicides or unknown chemicals going into 
the mix, just plain jute without additives. It has an amazing 
scent, burns coolly, evenly and for a long time. I also grow 
my own Sweetgrass, tobacco and herbs for smoker fuel. All 
burn coolly and smell good. A part of the goal of sustainable 
beekeeping is to produce as many of the beekeeping inputs on 
site as possible. Rearing queens, making splits, even growing 
my own smoker fuel.

Tobacco was the only available miticide for beekeepers 
when varroa first invaded Europe and North America. It is 
still commonly used in the EU as a smoker fuel.  Because 
technically it is not a miticide but an insecticide, I use it 
cautiously as a varroa treatment: after testing for mite levels, 
burn 5 grams of dried tobacco per frame of brood (use it to 
fumigate your hives). An effective treatment is to fumigate 
every two or three days for a month, but of course not during 
a honey flow! 

It is not hugely effective in comparison to more modern 
chemical options but is fairly low stress on the bees, and 
is more effective used in conjunction with sugar dusting. 
Tobacco does kill mites and has a relatively minor negative 
affect on the bees, mostly resulting in young bees hanging 
around outside 7/11’s, bumming cigarettes.

Packed with Pollen for Overwintering
It’s easy to find plants that flower in the spring since this 
is the bulk of what is available in commercially produced 
horticultural plants. What our urban and rural landscapes are 
lacking is summer and autumn blooming plants. This is a field 
largely unexplored by both beekeepers and farmers, but is a 
relatively easy solution to providing healthy forage benefits to 
bees as they prepare for winter.

As it turns out, most of these flowering plants are natives! 

They are also late and long-blooming, drought tolerant, 
largely pest-free and easy to care for once established.  What’s 
not to like? Here are four to whet your appetite (and your bees’ 
appetite) for more:

Helenium autumnale - Autumn Sneezeweed:  A BC 
perennial native. Its leaves were crushed and used as a snuff, 
to cause sneezing - hence the common name. With bright 
yellow blooms, this plant grows from 2 to 5 feet tall and is 
quite distinctive and lovely in the garden. Stunning in mass 
plantings. In bloom from July to October.

Anaphalis margaritacea – Pearly Everlasting: Everlasting 
is a good descriptor for this plant! In bloom from June 
through to October, plus the yellow centered white flowers 
are long lasting as a dried flower, looking as fresh as the day 
they were picked weeks later.

Aster subspicatus - Douglas Aster: In bloom from July 
through October. Lovely airy, narrow leaves topped by 
delicate purple flowers. Reaches a height of about 3 feet.

Impatiens capensis - Jewelweed or Touch-Me-Not: An 
annual native growing to a maximum height of 5 feet in 
rich soil, but frequently to about 2 to 3 feet tall. The orange 
cornucopia shaped flowers are in bloom from June to 
September.   ❀
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A Bee’s Best 
Defense 
AgAinst the 
VArroA Mite

For additional information, contact your favourite  
bee supplies company or call 1-800-688-7378.
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control program.
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•  Won’t leave a residue in honey.
•  Economical, Health Canada 

approved varroa miticide.
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by downloading the application form from the 
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Or contact Judy Campbell:

PO Box 307, Aldergrove, BC, V4W 2T8
Email: jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com

Tel: 604-856-2125
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BCHPA members sell their products by providing 

special labeling that customers will come to recognize as 
representing high quality honey, exclusively produced by 

local beekeepers.
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Producers only.
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of groups of 1,000.
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Hive Contamination Management
Iotron’s Electron Beam irradiation treatment of Apiculture 
equipment destroys the pathogens responsible for many Bee 
diseases (e.g. American foulbrood, Chalkbrood, Nosema).
The electrons penetrate 
Beekeeping equipment like an 
X-Ray, kill ing pathogens and 
leaving no residue. 
The resulting increased colony 
health improves productivity 
of pollination and honey 
production, while reducing 
costs of package bees, queens, 
equipment replacement, drugs and 
investment of bees in the production of comb. 
Improved productivity and decreased costs 
allow Beekeepers more assurance that revenue 
targets will be met and, with new markets 
opening to residue-free honey, also provides 
an opportunity to reduce drug treatment in the 
Beekeeper’s IPM program.

Please contact Iotron for more information
Iotron Industries Canada Inc.

1425 Kebet Way, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838  Fax; 604 945-8827  

Email iotron@iotron.com  Website www.iotron.com
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Glass Jars
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of Sizes and Shapes

(604) 270-0111
140 – 9200 Van Horne Way, Richmond B.C. V6X 1W3

www.richardspackaging.com
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Mike Munro 
I have been a beekeeper for about 14 years after taking 
the beekeeping course at the Honeybee Centre. Then two 
years ago I completed the Bee Master course. Today I 
am co-owner of Delta Honey Farms. We are commercial 
pollinators.

Hive tool of choice?
J hook.
What is your favourite honey?
Clover honey.
How and when did you get started with bees?
About 15 years ago I developed an interest in honey bees. 
There was a feral hive of bees in a cedar tree next to our 
house that I used to stand and watch. I knew bees were 
valuable, so one day when they swarmed, I called the 
Honeybee Centre and they sent out a beekeeper. We ended 
up talking for a couple of hours and this led me to the 
world of beekeeping.
Best sting remedy?
A few choice words, then grin and bear it.
Preferred method of swarm control?
Allowing enough space for the bees and making nucs.
Do you run nine or ten frames in your brood chamber?
We actually run 11, we build our own equipment.
Best tip received or to pass along?
Take care of your varroa.

Steve Bayley 
I’ve been beekeeping for 10 years. We run a commercial 
apiary and pollinate blueberries, cranberries and pumpkins.

Do you also sell honey? If so where?
We sell all of our honey through social media on our 
Facebook page.
Hive tool of choice?  J tool.
What is your favourite honey?  
Pumpkin, I like dark honey.
How and when did you get started with bees?
In 2006, my now business partner got me started with one 
hive and it’s been all fun and games since then.
How many hives are you running?
About 250 and growing.
What is the main nectar source in your area?
Blueberry, clover, dandelion and loosestrife. We are blessed 
in Delta with a pro agriculture/bee friendly council, and 
loosestrife grows in the ditch all over Delta; it’s a great 
nectar source.

Best sting remedy?
Honey right from the hive - stops the sting and the burn 
right away.
Preferred method of swarm control?
Always make sure the queen has ample room to lay…we 
run 2 brood boxes.
Do you use queen excluders?
Sometimes but not always, it depends on the nectar flow. 
If the nectar flow is light we add excluders so the queen 
can’t get up into the supers...the bees are not filling those 
supers very quickly, giving her the opportunity to lay 
in all that wonderful comb. With a heavy flow they are 
filling the supers so quickly the queen has no chance to 
get up there and use the space.
Best tip received or to pass along?
If you are growing, grow with your bees. Don’t bite off 
more than you can chew.

... continued from page 17

West Coast Bee 
Supplies

Bob Fisher
Phone 604-272-1921    Fax 604-272-1928

Email:  bluebob@shaw.ca
Store Address:
9351 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.

Mailing Address:
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5

- Formic Acid
- Oxytet 25
- Bee Pro
- CheckMite

- Apistan Strips
- Fumagilin B
- Menthol Boards
- Hive Boxes
- Bee Suits and much more

All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:
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Fiona Gold
I have been keeping bees in Vancouver 
for 6 years. My background is in 
health care and I started looking after 
bees after working as an RN in HIV 
prevention in Vancouver’s Downtown 
Eastside. The bees seemed to be so 
organized and the beehive was so 
orderly. In the somewhat chaotic 
world of addictions and trauma it was 
comforting to me to spend weekends 
looking at bees. I have been amazed at 
all I keep learning about beekeeping.

Hive tool of choice?
I use a J-tool for Langstroths and a 
hand fashioned J-tool made from a 
long screwdriver by Garret Wilkinson 
for Top Bar hives.
What is your favourite honey?
No favourites! Fresh floral honey in a 
white comb...mmmm.
How and when did you get started 
with bees?
I started beekeeping 6 years ago 
after reading the Dummies Guide to 
Beekeeping and Ross Conrad’s book 
on Natural Beekeeping. When I picked 

up my first bees from Bob Fisher at 
West Coast Bee Supply and gingerly 
lifted the bees into my first hive the 
smell of the bees was so familiar 
to me. My first bees didn’t make it 
through the winter. I loved them to 
bits but didn’t realize the queen had 
died. The next year I ordered bees 
from New Zealand and they arrived in 
February at minus 15°C. I tried to hive 
them in the house…haha...bee poop 

everywhere and bees hanging in the 
window. Miraculously this colony has 
survived to this day. Every year I get a 
little wiser...now I just use local bees. 
How many hives are you running?
I have 9 colonies right now.
What is the main nectar source in 
your area?
We are in the city and the bees have 
access to a variety of tree and flower 
nectars throughout the spring and 
summer.
Smoker fuel used?
I have to confess that I rarely use 
a smoker. When I do...wood chips 
with grass or herbs on top to cool the 
smoke.
Best sting remedy?
Listening to the bees. Homeopathic 
Apis.
Preferred method of swarm control?
I try and make sure the colony has lots 
of room to grow. I tend to use queen 
cells to build up new nucs/colonies. 
Do you use queen excluders?
No.
Best tip received or to pass along?
Think Like a Bee.
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Beekeeping Equipment and Glassware
•  Canadian Made Wooden Ware
•  Dominion and Grimm Glassware
•  Country Rubes Screened Bottom Boards
•  And Other Exciting Products

Quality Supplies from Two Friendly Beekeepers 
in North Vancouver

www.twobeesapiary.com ~ twobeesapiary@shaw.ca

778-237-8711

Amanda Goodman Lee 
My husband Jeff and I run Honey Bee Zen Apiaries, a polli-
nation, honey and cosmetics business. We live in New West-
minster and keep hives in Richmond, Langley and Abbots-
ford. I am a former advertising account executive who this 
year went into our beekeeping business full-time. This sum-
mer I have been working with Leonard Foster and Heather 
Higo on a University of BC genomics project on queen bees. 
I am a former President of the Richmond Beekeepers’ As-
sociation. 

Hive tool of choice?
The J-hook tool. It allows a way of easily pulling out frames. 
The blade also works better as a lever to pry frames apart.
What is your favourite honey?
My own, of course. We produce a late summer dark honey 
we call Harvest Moon, which is rich and spicy and is also 
our best seller. The flavour says so much!
How and when did you get started with bees?
I started beekeeping with my husband Jeff in about 2006. 
We got hooked in two different directions: as an account 
executive I had Science World as a client. They put on a 
show called The Science of Fear, and one of the exhibits was 
Honeybee Centre’s Bee Beard. I offered to try it, and found 
the whole process very relaxing. John Gibeau, who put the 
beard on me, said I was so calm I’d make a good beekeeper. 
Coincidentally Jeff had some books on beekeeping at home. 
We took the basic provincial course, got two hives, and the 
rest is history.
How many hives are you running?
We currently have about 150, but fluctuate between 100-200 
depending on the time of year.
What is the main nectar source in your area?
We pollinate in blueberries and raspberries for spring, and 
depend upon the blackberry and wildflower nectars that 
come in the rest of summer.
Smoker fuel used?
I prefer burlap, cut in strips and rolled up. 
Best sting remedy?
Quick removal of the stinger and then heavy smoke on my 
hands to mask the alarm pheromones. Sometimes a few ex-
pletives help too! 
Preferred method of swarm control?
Splits. I monitor our hives closely for buildup and will take 
frames of brood off early. If it looks like a swarm is immi-
nent, I use the Demaree method.

Do you run nine or ten frames in your brood chamber?
We’ve traditionally run 10 frames, but this year experiment-
ed with nine and really like it. It’s tricky during a heavy flow 
- you have to watch the bees don’t build comb into the empty 
space.
Do you use queen excluders?
Yes. In our spring pollination we start with one deep box 
of brood and every 10 days will move one frame of capped 
brood up over the excluder. I find it gives us better chance 
at spring honey. Doing so also encourages the bees to cross 
the excluder, so when we put Dadant supers on we have no 
trouble with acceptance. 
Best tip received or to pass along?
Working with Heather Higo and the cooperators participat-
ing in the BeeOmics project I’ve gotten so many great tips, 
like: keep an empty nuc box next to you when inspecting 
your hive. It protects against losing the queen if you find 
her on a frame, or from getting dirt, grass or rain on any 
frames you pull out. Plus you can make a nuc to take away 
if needed.   ❀

Photo: Natasha Asselstine

Osoyoos, B.C.             Cell: 250-485-2924

Wanted: 
Honey in Barrels • Bee Pollen • Honey Comb

Dew Fresh Honey
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Club Contacts
BCHPA BRANCHES  
BC Bee Breeders Branch 
4880 Wells Road, Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H5
Elizabeth Huxter president@bcbeebreeders.ca 250-442-5204
Burnaby Branch
990 Cliff Avenue, Burnaby, BC V5A 2J5
Janice Bobic   burnabybeekeepers@telus.net 604-298-6164
Central Cariboo Branch 
Box 825, 150 Mile House BC, V0K 2G0 
John Hoyrup     hilltop4@telus.net
Kamloops Branch 
1062 Fleetwood Court, Kamloops, BC, V2B 8J4 
Ed Zurawell     ezclocks@gmail.com
Langley Branch
12894 - 109 Avenue, Surrey, BC, V3T 2M9
Derek Lawrence   dlaw52@outlook.com    604-582-7545 
North Okanagan Branch 
1253 Collison Road, Kelowna, BC, V1X 5J3 
Dan Mawson     dkmawson@shaw.ca   250-763-4146
Prince George Branch 
18835 Ness Lake Road, Prince George BC, V2K 5L7  
Barry Clark     m_bclark@hotmail.com   250-301-6266
West Kootenay Branch 
2733 Fir Drive, South Slocan, BC V0G 2G1 
Nette Lack   www.westkootenaybeekeepers.ca  250-399-4809

BCHPA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
Capital Region Beekeepers Association 
Box 43033, Victoria, BC V8X 3G2 
Bill Fosdick 
president@capitalregionbeekeepers.ca    250-216-7761
Comox Valley Beekeepers Association
5411 Wildwood Road, Courtenay, BC V9J 1P5
Jennifer Dilfer    jenn.dilfer@hotmail.com    250-703-2669
Richmond Beekeepers Association 
c/o Richmond Nature Park, 11851 Westminster Hwy, 
Richmond BC V6X 1B4
Tim Monaghan    tmonaghan@telus.net  604-787-2993
Cowichan Beekeepers Association 
Box 274 Cobblehill BC V0R 1L0 
Don Fowler       pinebug@gmail.com 250-710-9517

OTHER BEE- RELATED ORGANIZATIONS
Alberni Valley Honey Producers Association
6219 Lamarque Road, Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson 
davemikkelson@hotmail.com   250-723-6089
BC Peace Beekeepers 
P.O. Box 2090, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4K8 
Kerry Clark       kccsclark@gmail.com 250-782-6646

East Kootenay Beekeepers
4300 Wilks Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 6S9  
Lance Cuthill       lcuthill@gmail.com     250-426-6049
Maple Ridge Beekeepers Association
#501-1680 West 4th Avenue, Vancouver,  BC  V6J 0B7
Raena Dumas   raenadumas@hotmail.com   604-786-5245
Nanaimo Division Beekeepers Club
925 St. David Street, Nanaimo, BC V9S 2H8
Peter Lange  
nanaimobeekeepers@gmail.com  250-753-0554
Quesnel Beekeepers Association
Katie Rasmussen  
rasmussen.katie.e@gmail.com   778-466-3634
Salt Spring Island Beekeepers 
Kelly Johnson      owlchemist@telus.net 
www.ssibeekeepers.com 
Shuswap Beekeepers Club
1040 8th Ave. NE, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4A4
Bill Lynch     wjlynch@telus.net   250-832-2732
Smithers Beekeepers Association
Tom Smith 
smithersbeekeepers@gmail.com  
South Okanagan Beekeepers Association
RR#2, Oliver, BC V0H 1T0  
Ray Levesque 
tim_bouwmeester@yahoo.ca   250-498-4025
Squamish Beekeepers Association
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish BC  V0N 3G0
Stein Hoff     fredahoff@yahoo.ca   604-898-4188
Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Association
2137 Lower Road, Roberts Creek, BC  V0N 2W4
Sally Burke   sally.burke8@gmail.com    604-886-4863
Terrace Beekeepers Association
4525 Haugland Ave., Terrace, BC  V8G 1G3
Rudi Peters      r.peters@telus.net   250-615-7404 
Chilliwack Beekeeping Community
Laura Cameron - Delisle    
chilliwackbeekeepers@gmail.com  604-703-0341
Stuart Nechako Bee Club
Box 595, Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0   
Jon Aebischer    sweet02@telus.net      250-567-5037
Surrey Beekeepers Association
2071 174th Street, Surrey, BC, V3S 9Z8
Thomas Schmitz       
bees@surreybeeclub.ca   604-785-3403

Please contact the Editor with any changes.
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BC Honey 
Producers Association 
2016 AGM Conference and Trade Show

EXPLORING DIVERSITY IN 
BEEKEEPING

CONVENTION SCHEDULE

HOTEL SPECIAL ROOM RATE

20899520 Copyright: <a href='h7p://www.123rf.com/profile_kstudija'>kstudija / 123RF Stock Photo</a>

WHERE: Pacific Gateway Hotel, 3500 Cessna Drive, Richmond, BC V7B 1C7
RATES: Rooms start at $135 plus tax valid to September 15, 2016
HOW: Book online at www.pacificgatewayhotel.com and use group code 1610BCHO or call 1-866-382-3474 and request 
the BCHPA room rate. Availability is limited so RESERVE YOUR ROOM NOW.

• Wine & Cheese: Thursday October 13, 6-8pm
• Trade Show (Free): Friday October 14, 8am-5pm & Saturday October 15, 8am-6pm
• AGM: Friday October 14 - 8:30am-5pm
• Banquet: Friday October 14, 7pm
• Conference: Saturday October 15, 8:30am-5:30pm
• Workshop: Sunday October 16, 8:30am-4pm

Take advantage of our early bird pricing - a 15% savings - which ends September 17th, 2016. 
Discounted tickets range from $63.75 for the Sunday workshop to $235.00 for full conference event access. 
BOOK NOW at https://bchpa-agm-2016.eventbrite.ca

The Richmond Beekeepers Association is proud to be this year’s host sponsor of the BC 
Honey Producers Association’s 97th Annual Fall Convention in Richmond, British Columbia.
The 2016 AGM will take place on Friday October 14th and is open to current BCHPA members. The Saturday 
Educational Day has expanded to include more speakers than ever this year.  Industry experts will present on 
pest management practices for honey bees, the protection of pollinator habitat, queen-rearing and fertility along 
with new breakthroughs in pest management. A series of side-by-side talks geared for both the newcomer/
beginner and commercial/serious sideliner have been organized. Our Sunday event will focus on informational 
workshops in informal group settings.
Speakers include Danielle Downey, Michele Colopy, Larry Connor, Stephen Sheppard, Paul Stamets, 
Rudi Peters, Leonard Foster, Marta Guarna, Lori Weidenhammer, and Virginia Abbott.  
Check out www.bcbeekeepers.com for more conference details.

PACIFIC GATEWAY HOTEL
VANCOUVER AIRPORT

OCTOBER 13 – 16, 2016
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Armstrong ApiAries
James Macdonald
Armstrong
250-308-8219
jamesmacdonald@telus.net
Q N

Ashcroft honey
Joe & Marguerite Lomond
Savona
250-373-2540  250-457-7193
marglomond@gmail.com
Q N, bee supplies 

BArry’s Bees
Barry Denluck
551 Prince Robert Dr.
Victoria, B.C. V9B 1E1
250-900-5133
Bees@BarrysBees.ca
Q 

BeAr creek honey 
Mart & Rita van Herk 
Chilliwack
604-845-1807
vanherk@telus.net
Q N

Bee hAven fArm
Steve & Gail Mitchell
Duncan
250-746-9916 
beehaven@shaw.ca
Q N P

BrendA's Bees
Brenda Jager
Gabriola Island
250-755-5834
bzbees@telus.net
Q

cAmpBell's gold honey fArm 
And meAdery
Mike and Judy Campbell
Abbotsford
www.bchoney.com
jwcampbell@campbellsgold.com
604-856-2125
Q N P

flying dutchmAn 
Stan and Cheryl Reist 
Nanaimo
flydutch@telus.net
250-390-2313
Q N P

heAther higo
Langley
heather.higo@gmail.com
604-532-6904
Q N

honey Bee Zen ApiAries
Jeff Lee
New Westminister
604-777-5430 
info@honeybeezen.com
Q N

iAn Bissonnette
Telkwa
250-877-3495 
hometownhifi@yahoo.com
C

iAn kennArd
Bowen Island
604-947-9518
icken@shaw.ca
Q N

Jinglepot ApiAries
Sol Nowitz
Nanaimo
250-753-9619 
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
Q N P
   
kettle vAlley Queens
Elizabeth Huxter
Grand Forks 
lizandterry@gmail.com 
250-442-5204 
N

Axel krAuse
Castlegar
250-608-7397
a.krause@telus.net

rod Jo moody ApiAries
Rodney & Jo Moody
Cowichan Bay 
rodjo@telus.net 
250-743-1939 
Q

silver stAr ApiAries
Richard Springborn 
Vernon
rlspringborn@gmail.com
250-379-2567
N 

similkAmeen ApiAries
Blair and Cheryl Tarves
2098 Ritchie Dr.
Cawston
250-499-2555
blairtarves@gmail.com
Q N

six legs good ApiAries
Deborah Tin Tun 
& Liam Brownrigg
Vancouver
604-817-2349
6legsgood@gmail.com
Q N

sunnyside ApiAry
Nancy Leonard
Bowen Island
nancyhasbees@gmail.com
604-947-2240
N

sweet nechAko honey
Jon & Susan Aebischer
Vanderhoof
250-567-5037
sweet02@telus.net
www.sweetnechakohoney.ca
Q N
  
vAn isle ApiAries 
And Bee products   
Grant Stringer
Saanichton
250-652-9834             
vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Q N B

JAnet l. wilson
Delta
604-943-7419
778-239-1360
westernwilson@dccnet.com

British Columbia Bee Breeders Association

• B = Bulk Bees
• Q = Queens  
• P = Packages
• C = Queen Cells  
• N = Nucs  
• S = Shook Swarm
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Clips 
from the PasT

This submission for “Clips” is in two parts: 

One is the obituary of George V. Wilkinson of the BHW Trust Fund, that appeared in the 1985, no. 2 issue of 
Bee Scene (as was spelled then).

The other is a series of paintings by Mr. Wilkinson that he created in 1966, for the purpose of teaching aspiring 
beekeepers (this was long before powerpoint!). Sometime in his later years he gave the paintings to Lew 
Truscott of Creston who kept them in his possession until recently, when he passed them on to Lance Cuthill 
of Cranbrook. Lance arranged for them to be photographed, and subsequently passed them on to me to arrange 
their safekeeping. They are now part of the BCHPA collection in the SFU Archives.  ❀  ~ John Boone

Swarm
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•
•

Hiving Swarm

Inside the Hive

Brood Frame

Development of Bees

Wax making

Nectar and Pollen

Varied Results from Bee Activities



36     Volume 32, #3   FAll 2016 

Hugh was born in Newcastle Upon 
Tyne, England. He immigrated to the 
Onward Ranch near Williams Lake in 
1960 with his wife Pam and children, 
Peter and Philippa. The family grew 
to include Andrew and Stephen, then 
eventually 9 grandchildren and 5 great 
grandchildren. Pam and Hugh continued 
to live in the 150 Mile House and Mio-
cene area for the remainder of his life. 

While living and working at the pic-
turesque Onward Ranch for the Cow-
an-Cornwall family, Hugh’s lifetime 
passion for beekeeping was reignited. 
He’d helped his Dad keep bees in the 
old country like so many others during 
wartime. So in 1964 when Mrs. Cowan 
discovered bees flying around in her 
bedroom from a chimney swarm, it was 
Hugh to the rescue! He donned a curtain 
for a veil and captured his first of many 
colonies. In 1965 Hugh took a course 
from Provincial Apiculturist John Cor-
ner. This solidified his resolve to pursue 
beekeeping on a larger scale. 

Hugh’s day jobs (yes, it’s some-
thing farmers do) included work for 
Indian Affairs, the Agriculture and 
Rural Development Subsidiary Agree-
ment (ARDSA), and Cariboo College 
where he stayed until his retirement. 

Hugh launched 147 Mile Apiaries in 
1967 when he and Pam bought 147 
Mile House Ranch. They later pulled 
up stakes, and moved to Bunting Creek 
Ranch in 1981 where they continued to 
run sheep, cattle and bees. 

From 10 hives, Hugh brought his 
business up to over 200. As Pam recalls, 
he dragooned the entire family into the 
operation. Visiting cousins and children 
alike were enlisted to bang together 
frames and woodenware. Neighbours 
were drawn into Hugh’s beekeeping 
escapades too. Ross McCoubrey re-
called taking the bees into fireweed for 
a second crop one year. It was a gutsy 
move that netted about 7 extra pounds 
per colony. Never to be repeated, Hugh 
referred to fireweed honey as a despera-
tion move from that time forward! 

E v e n t u -
ally, 147 Mile 
Apiaries tran-
sitioned into a 
honey packing 
business. In 
1989 Hugh ob-
tained a permit 
that allowed 
him to provide 
honey to twen-
ty outlets in-
cluding super-
markets in the 
Cariboo and 
Prince George. 

He retired from packing in 2001; the 
twice-monthly drive to Prince George 
in winter proved too harrowing for him 
and his awaiting family. 

Hugh was a founding member of the 
Central Cariboo local division of the 
BCHPA, was President of the BCHPA in 
1979-80, served on the Boone Hodgson 
Wilkinson Trust and was the BCHPA 
representative on the Canadian Honey 
Council for five years. A beekeeper’s 
beekeeper, he always had encouraging, 
thoughtful words for beekeepers in the 
area. He was drawn to every fall fair 
beekeeping display and presentation 
like a magnet. The members of our local 
bee club will dearly miss Hugh’s pres-
ence. 

A celebration of life was held at the 
Miocene Hall, east of Williams Lake, 
in July. It was standing room only that 
spilled outside as the community came 
together to honour Hugh. Granddaugh-
ter Davana gave a heartfelt eulogy filled 
with deprecating humour and love. It 
began with, “Bloody hell, they’re hav-
ing a party without me!” The gathering 
culminated in a spontaneous toast of 
good scotch whiskey to a life well lived.

 In lieu of flowers, the family asked 
that donations be made to BCs Boone 
Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund for 
Honey Bee Research. They knew that 
he understood the importance of educa-
tional support in the field of apiculture. 
On behalf of our greater beekeeping 
community, we thank you Hugh and 
family for your contributions.  ❀  

~ Diane Dunaway, Secretary 
Central Cariboo Beekeepers

The Passing of Hugh Mahon of 147 Mile Apiaries

Hugh McLellan Mahon 
May 10, 1930 ~ June 10, 2016

Hugh mahon at 147 mile House 
Ranch in 1968. Jones Creek, a mahon wintering yard, 1975.
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by Ali McAfee

Project update
The “BeeOmics” project1 is now well underway, with all 
the BC colony samples already processed and the Alberta 
samples rolling in. Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec will be 
following soon. From these samples (and with a lot of extra 
helping hands), we are starting to get a look at the molecular 
differences between the colonies. Once all the data is in, we 
will relate this information to the other traits we’re measuring 
(aggression, honey production, innate immunity, hygienic 
behavior, etc.). What we hope to find are groups of genes or 
proteins linked to each trait, creating a molecular signature, or 
fingerprint, that we can use in the same way we are now for 
hygienic behaviour. When the project is complete, we should 
be able to take samples from a beekeeper’s breeder colonies, 
read their molecular fingerprint and use this information 
to suggest which colonies to breed from to get the nicest, 
healthiest bees in the next generation. All without taking 
rigorous notes or doing your own tests! We are excited to 
share some preliminary data in the next issue.

Article summary: The buzz about Bombus
We are all partial to Apis mellifera here, but let’s not forget 
about the other pollinating bee species. Now, we’ve known 
for a while that bumble bees can pollinate some crops better 
than honey bees – tomatoes, blueberries, cranberries, to name 
a few – so there’s some demand for bumble bee nests for 
pollination. But, despite this attention at the commercial scale, 
we still know relatively little about how these bees operate. 
Last year, a huge team of researchers published the sequences 
of two different bumble bee genomes2 (B. terrestris and 
B. impatiens, also known as the buff-tailed and Eastern 
bumble bee, respectively), which has been a big step towards 
understanding more about them.

The genome itself is the ‘life code’ of an organism. It contains 
the instructions to build all the different parts – the neurons, 
muscles, eyes, etc. – all encoded as a chemical language. In 
many ways, it really is a language: think of French, English 
and Swahili. All three use the same letters, just arranged in 
different combinations to form words. French and English are 
closely related, with some of the words being identical and 
many more sounding similar, whereas almost everything in 
Swahili sounds completely different. The genome only has 
4 letters (they are really chemicals, but we abbreviate them 

as “A, T, G and C”) rather 
than 26, but the basic idea 
is the same – the letters 
are arranged differently in 
different species, but the 
more similar the patterns 
are, the more closely 
related the species. 

Two bumble bee 
species whose genomes 
were recently sequenced. 
B. impatiens is native 
to regions in South-
Eastern Canada extending 
throughout the United 
States, whereas B. terrestris 
is native to Europe. 

There are a lot of 
similarities between the bumble bees’ genomes and the honey 
bee. For example, they both have very few genes to help 
with detoxification after exposure to chemicals – perhaps one 
general disadvantage bees have when dealing with pesticides 
compared to other insects. But I think one of the most useful 
lessons from comparing these species is that since so many 
of the genes are similar between Bombus and Apis, a lot of 
what we’ve learned about keeping honey bees healthy can 
also be extended to bumble bees and maybe even other native 
pollinators. There are, of course, some areas where the species 
differ quite a lot (for example, the paper shows that bumble 
bees have a more sophisticated sense of taste whereas honey 
bees have a more advanced sense of smell) but in general, the 
honey bee is turning out to be a pretty good model system 
for studying bees as a whole – just one more reason why we 
should continue to support research on them. ❀

1Funding from Genome Canada, Genome BC, Genomé 
Quebéc, University of British Columbia, BC Ministry of 
Agriculture, Alberta Crop Industry Development Fund, 
Boone-Hodgson-Wilkinson Fund, York University, Ontario 
Beekeepers Association, ON Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs, Bruker Daltonics, Centre de recherche en 
sciences animales de Deschambault
Sadd, B. M., Barribeau, S. M., Bloch, G. et al. (2015). “The 
genomes of two key bumble bee species with primitive 
eusocial organization.” Genome Biology. 16(76). DOI: 
10.1186/s13059-015-0623-3 

Ali McAfee

Bee Research Update from UBC
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Stephen Sheppard
University of Washington

As chair of the Uni-
versity of Washing-
ton’s entomology 
department, as well 
as Thurber Memo-
rial Chair, Sheppard 
has been at the cutting 
edge of North Ameri-
can research on honey 
bee genetics. Shep-
pard is overseeing a 
new $16 million bee 
research facility at the university, including a germ 
plasm repository and molecular lab. He has published 
or co-authored nearly three dozen research papers 
on honey bee health, population genetics and effects 
of pesticides on bees. He has a long-term honey bee 
breeding project and stock centre at WSU and has 
been involved in the importation of honey bee germ 
plasm and the maintenance of selected lines through 
the use of an isolated mating station and instrumental 
insemination. 

Prior to his appointment at UWA he worked for a 
dozen years in the US Department of Agriculture’s 
Bee Research  Laboratory. Some of his most recent 
research is on the beneficial effects of mycelia - mush-
rooms - for honey bees.

BCHPA Convention 2016 - Guest Speakers
Michele Colopy
Pollinator Stewardship 
Council

Michele has been the program di-
rector of the Pollinator Steward-
ship Council since 2013, a year 
after it was formed by the Ameri-
can Honey Producers Association 
with the intent of raising aware-
ness about the adverse impact of 
pesticides on pollinators.

The council provides advocacy, guidance and tools to document 
the detrimental effect of pesticides on the pollinator community. It has 
stated it is not opposed to the use of pesticides by the agricultural com-
munity, but wants to help educate growers about the adverse impacts 
pesticides have on bees.

Michele’s father was a beekeeper in Ohio, where he used bees to 
pollinate his apple orchard. She keeps honey bees in the city, and has 
replaced her crabgrass front yard with pesticide-free pollinator-friendly 
flowers for her honey bees and native pollinators. She holds a Master’s 
degree in Nonprofit Management/Arts Administration, and a Master’s 
in Higher Education Administration from The University of Akron. She 
is also a Board member of the Medina County Beekeepers Association. 
She will discuss best management practices for avoiding pesticide ex-
posure to honey bees.

Larry Connor
Wicwas Press

If you have a de-
cent library of 
books on beekeep-
ing, it is a sure bet 
that you have at 
least one or two 
books written or 
produced by Con-
nor. A respected 
author, speaker 
and instructor, he is the owner of Wicwas Press, 
which produces a large variety of helpful books 
on beekeeping.

Connor received his PhD in entomology from 
Michigan State University and worked as an ex-
tension apicultural entomologist at Ohio State 
University. He led the Dadant Midnite and Star-
line hybrid queen line programs in Florida and is 
a frequent contributor to the American Bee Jour-
nal and Bee Culture. He resides in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan.

An entertaining speaker, this isn’t his first ro-
deo in BC; he also presented at the BCHPA AGM 
in Kelowna several years ago. He’s preparing a 
pair of talks tailored for British Columbia bee-
keepers and will bring a good supply of his books 
for sale.

Rudi Peters
Skeena Valley 
Apiaries

For beekeepers in Metro 
Vancouver and the Fraser 
Valley, BC’s most popu-
lated areas, raising bees 
can at times be challeng-
ing. But that has nothing 
on the challenges Peters 
faces in operating one of 
northwestern BC’s largest 
commercial apiaries. 

Located in Terrace, where winters in the Coast Mountains can 
be cold and moist, Skeena Valley Apiaries produces mountain 
fireweed honey and acts as a northern station for beekeeping 
education and services.

Peters, a former denturist who has moved into commercial 
beekeeping full-time, follows in the footsteps of Martin deHoog, 
who first pioneered large-scale beekeeping in Terrace in the late 
1970s. Peters has also been working with Yukon beekeepers, 
some of whom have recently joined the BCHPA.

Peters will talk about the unique challenges of operating a 
northern commercial apiary, including the unique art of how to 
perfect bear fencing even a bear is afraid of.
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Leonard Foster, UBC 
Update on this summer’s 
Bee-omics project, look-
ing at hygienic behav-
iour in bees through the 
use of proteomics.

Marta Guarna, Re-
search Scientist, Ag-
riculture and Agri-
Food Canada
Update on a 60-colony 
queen research project 
at Beaverlodge Re-
search Farm, looking 
at the effect of queen 

temperature stress and reduced sperm viability on 
queens and colony performance.

Author 
Lori Weidenhammer, 
Victory Gardens for Bees
Weidenhammer, A Vancou-
ver resident, recently pub-
lished a comprehensive look 
at the relationship between 
bees and gardens, complete 
with suggestions for what 
makes a great pollinator-
friendly garden.

Virginia Abbott, regional pesticide inspector, 
Pest Management Regulatory Agency
A look at pesticides and insecticides that beekeepers 
may encounter. This PMRA talk will be aimed at edu-
cating beekeepers about the proper (and improper) use 
of chemicals, when to recognize you have a problem 
and what to do about it.

Canadian Food Inspection Agency
Changes to the use of antibiotics. New federal regu-
lations will soon come in to effect requiring veteri-
nary prescription for most medications used in farm-
ing. At this point,  beekeepers aren’t expected to be 
exempt and may find common medications they’ve 
used now restricted. The talk will explore how the 
regulations affect beekeepers. Speaker TBA. ❀ 

Danielle 
Downey 
Project Apis m.

The new executive 
director of Project 
Apis m. has a strong 
beekeeping connec-
tion with BC - she 
received her MSc 
from Simon Fra-
ser University as a 
graduate student of 
Mark Winston, in 
whose research lab 
she carried out sev-

eral studies on mites and honey bee health.
Her background includes training and research at bee labs 

in Minnesota, Canada and France; beekeeper education; work 
with commercial beekeepers and queen breeders; regulatory 
work as a State Apiarist in Utah and Hawaii; and wrangling 
bees for TV and film. She works closely with the Apiary In-
spectors of America, the Bee Informed Project and a VSH 
breeding project with collaborators in Hawaii, Louisiana and 
Europe selecting and refining varroa resistant bees.

Project Apis m., formed a decade ago to provide growers 
with healthier bees, to provide better pollination and increase 
crop yields, has brought over $6 million into bee research. It 
works with commercial beekeepers and with the top bee scien-
tists in the US and Canada.

Danielle will outline some of the projects her organization 
has worked on, and what Project Apis m. is doing in Canada.

Paul Stamets
Mycologist and 
founder of 
Fungi Perfecti

Can mushrooms save honey 
bees, and by consequence, 
our food security? 
Stamets thinks so. Stamets 
is a pioneering mycologist 
from Washington State who 
has long believed fungi and 
mushrooms can save lives, 

restore ecosystems and transform our world. He sees the an-
cient Old Growth forests of the Pacific Northwest as a resource 
of incalculable value, especially in terms of its fungal genome. 

His most recent work involves breakthrough research on a 
mushroom extract that shows promise in treating honey bees 
for varroa mites. He has been working on this research with 
renowned entomologist and bee researcher Stephen Sheppard.

The author of six books on mushroom cultivation, Stamets 
was a guest speaker at the 2008 TED (Technology, Enter-
tainment and Design) conference with a talk on “Six Ways 
Mushrooms Can Save The World.”  He’ll outline his newest 
research on mycological mite treatment.

Other Speakers:
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Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________     Province ___________     Postal Code _______________________

Phone (         ) ___________________________ Email   __________________________________________

Your local Bee Club  _____________________

Please make cheques payable to 
BCHPA, Treasurer,  

P.O. Box 5594, Victoria, B.C. V8R 6S4

New ❏  Renewal ❏   

Please check here if renewing with an address change ❏

Membership dues are based on the number of honey bee colonies you keep.
BCHPA MEMBERSHIP DUES  
0 to 25 Hives  $40
26 to 50 Hives  $50
51 to 150 Hives  $60
151 to 300 Hives  $70
301 to 500 Hives  $120
501 to 1000 Hives  $130
Over 1000 Hives  $200
* OPTIONAL $5,000,000 BCHPA
GROUP LIABILITY INSURANCE  ADD ON $55

** OPTIONAL Additional
$1 million Forest Fire Fighting
Expense Endorsement  ADD ON $100

*** OPTIONAL DONATION
BC’s Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund
for Honey Bee Research  ADD ON
(tax registered charity, receipts issued)

**** SUBSCRIPTION ONLY
Note: BeesCene is Included  $50 CAD
with Your  BCHPA Membership
(this is meant for out-of-province)

TOTAL $

Includes 
BeesCene & Hivelights

# of Hives _________

Membership includes:
- One-year subscriptions to 
BeesCene and Hivelights quarterly 
publications.

- BCHPA Liability Insurance Policy 
available for a fraction of what it 
would cost individuals.

- Business Day of the BCHPA 
Annual General Meeting in 
October and the semi-annual 
meeting in March without charge 
(meals and Education Day not 
included).

- Marketing (labels and brochures),
- Education opportunities 
(symposiums, courses with 
BCHPA-accredited instructors, 
website) 

- Ongoing Advocacy (government 
and media relations).

- The BCHPA is a proud member 
of the Canadian Honey Council, 
working on our behalf.

British Columbia Honey Producers’ Association
2016 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM Jan 1 –Dec 31

Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
New Memberships and Renewals online at

http://www.bcbeekeepers.com/become-a-member-bchpa

$5 Million Coverage for only $55 year!
Beekeepers understand that there’s strength in numbers. 

Our Group Liability Insurance Policy 
is the best value you’ll find. 

If you’re worried about stings, or bee smokers, or other 
related beekeeping risks – this is for you.

Note: coverage runs January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016. 
Effective date of coverage is based on date application and 

payment is received at the BCHPA office.
Insurer will issue certificates in due course.

Thank you for supporting 
Beekeeping in BC!
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 by Kerry Clark

These bits of advice are directed to small beekeepers who 
uncap and extract by hand, but others may also recognise 
the situations.  I wish someone had told me about these 
things when I was starting; or, maybe they did and I didn’t 
notice. 

Good: Check (in the apriary with a honey refractometer) 
moisture content in combs of honey that are nearly full but 
still uncapped. If the honey is 17% or below, you have a 
triple win bonus: The bees don’t have to consume honey 
to make wax, they don’t have to go to the significant work 
of capping the honey, and the beekeeper doesn’t have to 
uncap the comb. I feel that my refractometer pays for itself 
every day I use it, in giving me the confidence to harvest 
uncapped honey at 17% or below. 

Removal of honey from the colony in warm (23+°C) 
weather during a honey flow:  The bees are often indifferent 
to what’s going on. In some cases you can simply set the 
full super on end on the hive lid, and the bees will leave the 
super and continue foraging. Elegant magic! Honey warm 
from the hive. Top quality - at the optimum temperature to 
extract, settle and bottle. 

Make a good date decision for removing your supers 
before the honey flow ends, and leave the last 10% for the 
bees to store. They can deal with it better than you. 

Cappings? To me, a by-product to be minimized. 
Something that works for me is putting the cappings in 
a Styrofoam tray, above the inner cover of a strong hive. 
Usually, they will recycle the honey into the colony, leaving 
the cappings dry and easy to store. Occasionally they will 
fuse them together in a misshapen mass, but at least the 
honey is gone and the wax ready for melting. 

Bad: I hesitate to use the word in any reference to honey, 
but please, let me try: Either harvesting uncapped honey 
combs without knowing what the honey’s moisture content 
is (one crop fermenting and making a mess should teach 
this lesson), or leaving it until it’s all capped (OK, this is 
only less efficient, not exactly bad). The bees have to do 
all that capping work, and you, all that uncapping, for what 
benefit?

Removing honey from the hive, and trying to extract 
after the honey flow has ended and the weather is cold: 
Bees can turn from foraging to robbing in hours. Robbing 
pandemonium, especially if you have neighbours, is not 
something you should let happen. The extra work of trying 
to extract cold honey? Priceless...nightmare. It's not as bad 
if you have or can arrange a hot room, but still not near the 
elegance of warm weather extracting. Is it worth trying for 
that possible late honey flow? Maybe, but that also risks 
having a lot of combs with a splash of high moisture honey.

A high work/yield ratio, and what to do with the wet 
honey? Maybe you could extract or blend it with some low 
moisture honey. Do the math: A box of honey at 18% plus 
one at 16% gives you the sweet 17%. But what if the honey 
is 23%? Risk fermentation? Freeze it? Give it away and 
hope it gets used quickly? Resolve to do it differently next 
year.

Ugly: Know your nectar sources. If the honey is going to 
granulate, consider the aggravation of having granulated 
honey IN the combs. Annoying! What can you do with 
combs that should be replaced, but are still full of honey? 
Perhaps you could mark them with an X as you notice them, 
and put them in the bottom box in the fall. Hopefully, the 
cluster will empty the old combs over the winter, and you 
won’t feel bad about culling them next spring. If the comb 
is bad but the frame is still in very good condition, old comb 
can be scraped off plastic foundation and put back in the 
cluster for the bees to restore. I’m not sure if it’s a good use 
of a beekeeper’s time, but it’s an option.  ❀

Happy Harvesting of Honey by Hand: 
the Good, the Bad, the Ugly  (and the Indispensable Refractometer)

This DoeSN”T mean you should harvest when 
__% of the cells are capped. Bees seem hard –
wired sometimes, but I don’t think the wiring is clear 
for capping. They can leave low moisture honey 
uncapped for a while, yet cap at higher moisture when 
hives have screened bottoms (what’s with that?). I 
find it best to use a refractometer: There are many 
available on the internet, some less than $ 20. But you 
have to be careful to get one for honey. It can show 
BRIX as well, but it must have a scale to read moisture 
in the 12 to 25 % range: ~ $ 40+.
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Regional Reports
Thompson-Nicola
~ David Masurat

The Kamloops beekeepers held their 
second field day of the year at Joe Lo-
mond’s with 120 attendees.  We set 
up five work stations, each with an 
experienced beekeeper presenting on 
different aspects of beekeeping (many 
thanks to these gifted resource people 
who gave of their time and experi-

ence). 
On June 4th we had our annual picnic at Ingrid Heeley’s, 

and there were 40 in attendance who enjoyed barbequed 
chicken and a sumptuous array of potluck dishes. Ted Kay 
took the beekeepers through Ingrid’s colonies and provided a 
vast array of educational experiences. On June 25th we had a 
field day at Tranquille Farms with over 70 participants. Paul 
van Westendorp spoke on Small Hive Beetle, mite control and 
swarms. We feel very privileged to have had Paul come and 
speak, and he left a very positive impression on many new 
beekeepers. On August 13th there will be another field day at 
Jim Brown’s, with demonstrations for mite control (see our 
website for directions).

The beekeepers of the Thompson-Nicola came out of 
spring with very strong hives. With more rain than usual, a 
large effort in swarm control had to be maintained after every 
rain. For the smaller beekeepers (less than 20 colonies) this 
meant that all of their honey boxes were put out on colonies.  
Throughout our area, collection of honey supers started at the 
beginning of July. Again, smaller apiaries had to extract hon-
ey in order to get supers back on colonies, to alleviate over-
crowding. It was not uncommon to find 3 to 4 honey boxes 
in the stack. Frames could be filled within a week or less but 
were uncapped. It is looking to be a good year for honey pro-
duction and splits.   

South Vancouver Island
~ Edan North

A somewhat dry summer is no sur-
prise. An early bloom has resulted 
in an early harvest around the re-
gion. This encourages new methods 
of keeping bees that include provid-
ing adequate forage for winter honey 
storage. It would seem, however, that 
some hives are not requiring sugar 
feeding in the post blackberry season. 

Tomatoes and summer squash are in bloom; clover and al-
falfa combinations are still noted as some of the best. These 
blooms all observed at farms in Metchosin, Cowichan and 
Saltspring Island. This is just to name a few more practical 
and inexpensive seeding possibilities for next year.

Healthy Hive Tours are continuing throughout the season. 
These tours are hosted by some of the most skilled and expe-
rienced beekeepers, as well as some newcomers on the scene. 
Urban beekeeping in Fernwood is up and coming with two 

additional Warre hives. Oak Bay and James Bay are still hold-
ing strong in the urban forum. These tours are a great way to 
connect and have fun with enthusiasts. 

Important to note is that at our May meet the Inventors 
Guild presented several new and some tried and true gadgets 
related to beekeeping and honey production. These presenta-
tions ranged from the infractogram that determines the mois-
ture content of honey, to sustainable apiary gateways, and 
tubes that extend to reach swarms in branches or eaves. Any-
one fortunate to attend these presentations were wowed by the 
innovations of our local beekeepers.

Dates for September Autumn Fairs are: Saanichton Fair, 
September 3 – 5, Sooke Fair, September 10 – 11, and Luxton 
Fair. September 16 – 18.  All are welcome. Entries start at 
novice and go to world class in some categories. The qualifi-
cations for autumn fairs include making sure that your honey 
entry is in a 300 mL jar and that three sample jars are entered 
(they don’t have to be mason brand). For first time entries, 
please make sure there aren’t any legs in your honey.

In closing, note that all photographs related to beekeep-
ing for the ‘BeeLine’ photography contest must be submitted 
directly to the ‘BeeLine’. Prize winners will be announced 
in October along with a celebratory potluck. The beekeepers 
of our region continue to hold monthly meetings in 2016 and 
all are welcome. These chatterbox times are still hosted on 
the second Thursday of every month. All contact information, 
updates, and directions to find your way over can be found at 
Victoria Beekeepers on Facebook. Looking forward to seeing 
you there.

Prince George
~ Barry Clark

So it’s the end of July and I am hard 
at work trying to get my hay down 
and baled while we have this week 
or so of hot weather. Haying is late 
this year because it seems we haven’t 
had 5 days straight without some rain 
through June and July. It’s been great 
news for the nectar flow however. You 

can still smell the clover in the fields around my place, and 
fireweed and goldenrod are going strong. 

I planted about 4 acres of buckwheat in June and it's bloom-
ing like crazy. I went for a stroll this morning before 8 am and 
there were honey bees everywhere in the buckwheat. Wasps 
and hornets have not been a problem so far, but it’s still early. 
Most of our swarms happened in May and June which is early 
for around here. Everything seems earlier this year! They say 
in 30 years we will have the same winters as Kamloops. It’s a 
combination of global warming and the large pine forests that 
have died out due to beetle kill. I know global warming is a 
bad thing, but...winters like Kamloops! (smile).

I am hearing a lot of reports of queen problems from folks 
that bought packages from New Zealand. The problem has 
been a larger than normal number of drone layers in the pack-
ages. In some cases the queens started out laying worker brood 
and then after a few weeks - nothing but drone brood. There’s 
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been a lot of re-queening happening over this. 
The Prince George club celebrated the day of the honey 

bee with an information display complete with a demonstra-
tion hive at our local farmers market. It was set up and run 
by volunteers from the branch. In mid-August we will have a 
display and information table at the Northern BC Exhibition 
in Prince George. It runs from August 18 to the 21st and is 
always a big attraction.

As a Certified Instructor I ran 3 beginning beekeeping 
courses this spring, which were followed by three weekends 
of field days at my place. I had about 10 students for each field 
day. Some students attended more than one field day. Students 
came from as far away as Prince Rupert and Fort St. James. 
There were 6 stations available for student learning, such as 
the basics of choosing fuel for your smoker, lighting a smoker, 
and getting the temp right. Other workstations covered mak-
ing equipment, extraction set ups, bee treatment products and 
the use of proper safety equipment. The main attraction was 
having each student demonstrate how to open a hive, examine 
it for stores, brood diseases, and whether it was queenright. 
Students also participated in making splits, and introduced 
new queens to a split.

We ended the 6 hour days with snacks, a beverage and 
some great discussions on what folks had learned. Based on 
the feedback, I think the field days were the highlight of the 
introduction to beekeeping course.

It has been a wonderful spring and summer for beekeeping 
here in Prince George. I guess it’s time to take the honey from 
the bees and start getting ready for winter with mite treat-
ments, etc., but with such a nectar flow still going on I don’t 
think many beekeepers in our neck of the woods will want to 
rush things, after all there’s still a lot of summer left.

Metro Vancouver
~ Allen Garr

First the good news. This month the 
City of Vancouver banned the use of 
neonicotinoids on private property. Of 
late it has been used by private land-
scapers as a lawn drench, usually in 
a product by Bayer called Merit. It 
is used to control or eliminate chafer 
beetle larvae. These larvae are the rea-

son that for the past several years crows, skunks and raccoons 
have been ripping up lawns so they can access these tasty 
snacks. 

Vancouver Park Board has never used this or other similar 
products and instead has used a safe alternative in the form of 
nematodes. which are usually dispersed in July. While neonic-
otinoids may have some purpose in protecting crops in rural 
communities, in cities they serve a strictly cosmetic purpose.

The city was prompted in their action by media reports 
raising the issue of damage to bee populations particularly 
in light of Vancouver’s commitment to become the “greenest 
city” on the planet. (Jeff Lee will have a more fulsome report 
elsewhere in this issue of the BeesCene.) 

The second bit of good news is the fact that by all accounts 
the second annual joint field day organized by the Langley, 
Surrey and Richmond clubs was a success with Langley play-
ing host this year.

Other than that, news from urban beekeepers in the Lower 

Mainland this year has not been that great. As you may re-
call, we had an early start in terms of bloom and hive buildup, 
but that soon was blunted by a drought. The dry spell was 
followed by days of rain and then temperatures that varied 
wildly from cold and damp to sunny and warm. Swarms were 
ubiquitous. Blackberry bloom ended three weeks early. Small 
time queen rearing operations have run into some difficulty 
without pollen or a nectar flow. And bees have begun to eat 
their own stores. Those without stores are being fed, a process 
that started in early July for some beekeepers. 

We expect that the honey crop will be considerably small-
er than past years, including 2015 (in spite of that year’s 
drought). Beekeepers will be taking what honey they have off 
early this year and beginning to set their colonies up for win-
ter, likely well before Labour Day. It will take some serious 
effort to get these colonies through the winter.

But then, there is always next year.

Terrace
~ Rudi Peters

The only thing more predictable than 
the unpredictable weather we have 
had is that all politicians will lie. Our 
May was an incredible month, which 
allowed for hives to really build up 
nicely. We had a nice spring honey 
flow this year thanks to an early and a 
warmer spring then normal. But then 

came July, and what May was July was not. It felt more like 
fall. Things still grew at a normal pace in the valley, but up in 
the mountains the fireweed is a couple of weeks behind what 
it normally is. What remains to be seen is what the fall honey 
harvest will be like. 

The other issue with July’s colder weather is that trying to 
get virgin queens to take their mating flights was incredibly 
hit and miss. One week you could get over 60% success and 
the next below 30%.

West Kootenays
~ Christina Yahn
       
The West Kootenays experienced an 
early spring, bringing on many blooms 
weeks before previous years, lead-
ing us to wonder if we would have an 
earlier nectar flow. It appears that our 
main nectar flows were right on time in 
the first few weeks of July.

The intermittent rain and sun this 
season has kept our region’s honey flows constant and di-
verse. This has relieved some of the worries of last year’s dry 
season, leading to fires. We hope it continues with the high 
precipitation.

An interesting observation noted by several beekeepers is 
the early eviction of drones, mid-late July. We have several 
theories about why this behaviour is happening mid-summer 
and curious as to how it will affect the transition into the fol-
lowing months. I will comment more on that in the next report.

All of the wonderful beekeeping programs are buzzing 
along nicely and the West Kootenay branch of the Honey Pro-
ducers Association has been present at various markets this 
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year, to bring awareness and education to the general public 
about honey bees and beekeeping resources in our area. We 
also have a very active social media page on Facebook with 
282 members and still growing to share information.

Elizabeth Huxter offered a queen rearing course to raise 
some funds for the West Kootenay Branch, to inspire local 
queen breeding in our area to help meet the demands for local 
queens, and to preserve an important role in the bee commu-
nity.

The West Kootenays continues to be a hub of beekeeping 
activity and I am personally looking forward to seeing the 
evolution and positive effects on our communities.

Sunshine Coast
~ Al Cobbin

Much like last year, we had a rather 
different weather situation with a mild 
winter (and little or no snow) followed 
by an unusual spring. For about six 
weeks we experienced a few days of 
rain, followed by a day or two of sun-
shine and then more rain. This has 
resulted in lower than average honey 

production (about 60 to 70% of our usual results). 
We held our fourth annual Day of the Honey Bee on May 

28. It poured rain all day long!! We were unable to display our 
usual observation hive though we did hand out info about our 
club, pamphlets about the Day of the Honey Bee and informa-
tion about the need for and value of pollination. Thanks were 

given to the Executives of the weekly Farmers’ Market in pro-
viding tables, chairs and a tent (and a great location), without 
us having to bring our own.

With our 5 colonies at the Botanical Gardens, two nucs 
were prepared and sold. Our queen raising efforts were less 
than satisfactory, although some queens were produced as 
well as some mature cells and these were given to members 
who assisted. Unfortunately, we had a less than satisfactory 
honey result (see above) and will likely be unable to display 
and sell honey at the Gardens’ annual Fall Harvest Day. This 
year we again made arrangements to have students from sev-
eral Coast schools visit our yard and this was so well received, 
that we will be making plans to include more sessions for 
more schools and students next year.

I reported at our last club meeting on some of the agenda 
items discussed at a recently held BCHPA Executive telecon-
ference and noted the coming Constitutional changes, Small 
Hive Beetle status and some details regarding September’s 
AGM speakers and overall agenda.

Some concern was again expressed about having no Bee 
Inspector availabile for our members, but it was noted that 
as we have several members with Bee Master certification, 
they will be asked to monitor colonies of newer members. The 
value of joining the BCHPA for both provincial and federal 
updates was also mentioned and we are hopeful of an increase 
in our BCHPA membership.

Our website is now up and running thanks to the efforts of 
Jeff Barringer: CoastBeekeepers.com and we have linked up 
with BCHPA’s website. Members were encouraged to submit 
items of mutual interest.

Proudly owned by Canadian beekeePers

• Foundation
• Queen Rearing Supplies 
• Beekeepers Apparel & Tools

• Hive Equipment
• Novelties
• Honey Containers

• Extracting Equipment
• Medications & Treatments
• Packaged Bees & Queens

Alberta Honey  
Producers Co-operative 

70 Alberta Avenue, Box 3909 
Spruce Grove, AB  T7X 3B1

780.962.5573

Manitoba Cooperative 
Honey Producers 

625 Roseberry Street
Winnipeg, MB  R3H 0T4
204.783.2240 ext. 228

Bee Maid  
Honey  

Highway #3
Tisdale, SK  S0E 1T0

306.873.2521

Shop online at: www.beemaidbeestore.com 
www.beemaid.com

Contact your nearest outlet:

we can handle your sugar 
requirements. dry or liquid  
– small lots or trailer loads. 

bee Maid buys light  
and dark beeswax  

at competitive prices. 

 Top QualiTy producTs for Beekeepers

 Phone 250-390-2313   1-877-390-6890    
Fax 250-390-5180    

E-mail: flydutch@telus.net   Stan & Cheryl Reist

Bee SupplieS, packageS 
NucS aNd QueeNS

Vancouver Island Pollination Services
6124 Metral Dr., Nanaimo BC V9T 2L6

FLYING 
DUTCHMAN

Feed Bee 
Pollen Substitute

Varroa Nator 
Screened Bottom Boards
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Our annual Field Day is scheduled for Saturday Aug. 6. 
Jeff and Denise Barringer have graciously offered their yard 
for this year’s event .

Members were individually asked to comment briefly on 
the status of their colonies and most reported a diminished 
honey flow primarily because of inclement weather. It seems 
that everything was at least one month earlier than usual.

Discussion on an agenda for future meetings included fall 
management procedures, potential speakers and possibly one 
on anaphylactic shock.

That’s about it from the currently sunny Sunshine Coast 
except to note that it was Dan Millman who said: “I learned 
that we can do anything  but we can’t do everything…at least 
not at the same time. So think of your priorities not in terms 
of what activities you do, but when you do them. Timing is 
everything.”  Sage advice for all, including beekeepers.

Cariboo
~ Ann Carter

We are enjoying sunny hot weather fi-
nally, now that the final week of July 
has arrived! Like most of the prov-
ince, the Cariboo had near record rain 
in June and July. The fields and wild 
areas are incredibly green and full of 
blossoms, but bee flying time has been 
limited by rain and cool temperatures.

A warm, early spring led to rapid colony build up followed 
by a more significant dearth period than usual, and then rain. 
The result: Lots of swarms in June, despite splitting and nuc 
production. Several beekeepers report their bees have also 
been creative in drawing new foundation into columns and 
strange formations. Boredom from long days of rain? 

Some areas report very extensive queen supersedure and 
unusual queen disappearances, in both local and imported 
young queens. Mite counts are reported as low.

Honey production thus far appears at least average and 
potentially could be well above. Quesnel beekeepers report 
towering colonies! Hopefully, the sunny weather at present 
and extensive blossoms will result in a great crop!

The Cariboo lost a local beekeeper pioneer and honey 
packer, Hugh Mahon, this spring. Please read his obituary in 
this issue of the BeesCene.

Fraser Valley
~ Courtney White

Here in The Fraser Valley our main 
honey flow is over and beekeepers are 
busy pulling their boxes, re-queening 
and starting to treat for mites. Over 
the past few years the Langley Bee 
Club, the Richmond Beekeepers 
Association and Surrey Beekeepers 
Association have been putting on a 

joint field day. In June it was Langley’s turn to host, at the 
Wagner Hills Farm. The weather was perfect (for once!) and 
the venue was beautiful. Paul van Westendorp came out to 
do hive inspection demonstrations on colonies that were in 
a gorgeous spot overlooking Glen Valley. There was also an 
extracting demo, frame building and door prizes from local 

vendors. Attendance was well over 100 people from all over 
the Fraser Valley and even a few from Washington. 

The blackberry flow was quite disappointing this year 
mostly due to all the rain in June, or “Junuary” I should say. 
The flowers just didn’t have enough time to fill up with nectar 
between rainy spells, making it difficult for the girls to forage. 
I personally got half the honey I usually get from blackberries. 
The wet weather has also contributed to poor mating success 
in early July. Robbing season has begun and it looks like 
the wasps are going to be bad again this year. Happy Honey 
Harvesting!  ❀

Predator Control from Bears & Skunks etc!

Tel. 250-757-9677 Fax:250-757-9670
 info@ferrisfencing.com  www.ferrisfencing.com

Ferris Fencing   1-800-665-3307

SOLAR • BATTERY 
110 V • FENCE CONTROLLERS

Complete Portable Electric Systems • General Farm 
Horse • Wildlife Exclusion • Vineyard • Aquaculture 

Protect your Bee Hives 
with Electric Nets Complete 
with Posts – Wide Selection 
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X 164’ Long

supplies &
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www.urbanbeesupplies.ca

Expert Advice 
Fast Shipping & 

Quality Supplies 
Every Time 

BC’s #1 Source in 
Beekeeping

 Supplies

Now with 2 locations:

6721 Ladner Trunk Rd, Delta
604-364-1993
Open Mon-Fri 9:30am-5pm • Sat 10am-5pm

6440 West Saanich Rd, Victoria
250-580-0233
Open Tues-Sat 10am-4pm
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Vancouver has joined a growing chorus of cities, provinces 
and states that have banned or limited the use of neonicotinoid 
insecticides because of their effect on bees.

On July 12th Vancouver’s city council voted to ban 
neonicotinoids, or neonics, after the landscaping industry 
began to use it as a first line of treatment against European 
Chafer Beetle infestations.

The centre-left Vision Vancouver government has long 
supported efforts to increase bee diversity, becoming one of 
the first Canadian cities to change laws banning backyard 
beekeeping, and putting hives on the roof of City Hall. But 
this newest change comes as more cities and mid-level 
governments raise concerns about the danger posed to bees 
by neonics.

The ban, which came into effect July 26th, forbids the use 
of any nemonic-based treatment. Vancouver took the action 
just a week after four environmental groups filed a lawsuit 
in federal court alleging that the federal Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency (PMRA) improperly registered neonics 
for use. The groups, which include The David Suzuki 
Foundation, Friends of the Earth Canada, Ontario Nature 
and the Wilderness Committee, are aiming to have PMRA’s 
approval of the insecticides overturned by the court.

They allege the agency didn’t have the scientific evidence 
necessary to evaluate the risks and that evidence now shows 
neonics pose an unacceptable risk to pollinators.

Vancouver had already banned the use of neonics in its 
parks in 2014, but the new ban extends to public use. 

The city says homeowners and landscape companies have 
natural alternatives to kill the ground-dwelling beetle grubs, 
such as the use of nematodes. Vancouver is not the first 
Canadian city to widely ban the use of neonics; Montreal 
voted in 2015. The state of Oregon banned neonics in 2013, 
and some Washington cities followed suit last year.  

More importantly, Ontario has become the first Canadian 
province to put heavy restrictions on the use of neonics 
following a series of poisonings that killed a large number 
of bee colonies in 2012 and 2013. In 2015 Ontario became 
the first jurisdiction in North America to try and control the 
growing use of neonics. As of 2016 it requires farmers to plant 

half their soybean and corn crops without the pesticides. It 
will also ban their use next year as a prophylactic treatment; 
farmers will have to show they have serious pest infestations 
before being allowed to use the chemicals. The Grain Farmers 
of Ontario appealed but in early 2016 the Ontario Court of 
Appeal upheld the government decision.

In Europe, the use of neonics was widely curtailed following 
a 2012 decision by the European Union to temporarily ban 
the use of three formulations, thiamethoxam, clothianidin 
and imidacloprid, following a precipitous decline in bee 
populations. It is now undertaking a review of whether that 
ban should remain in place after 2017.

Gwen Barlee, a spokeswoman with the Wilderness 
Committee, hailed Vancouver’s decision to ban neonics. She 
said there is overwhelming evidence that they are highly toxic 
to pollinators.

However, Pierre Petelle, the vice-president of CropLife 
Canada, which represents the pesticide industry, said the ban 
won’t save bees. “By banning neonicotinoids, Vancouver city 
council has taken a safe and effective lawn-care tool away from 
residents and will do absolutely nothing to improve the health 
of bees,” he said in a letter to The Vancouver Sun. CropLife 
Canada has long defended the use of neonics, arguing they are 
more efficient and targeted than older and more indiscriminate 
forms of pesticides.

Well-known bee researcher Mark Winston, who has long 
argued against the use of pesticides and insecticides, supported 
Vancouver’s ban. In an interview with The Vancouver Sun 
he said the scientific case for pesticides killing off wild and 
honey bees is very strong. “We overuse pesticides. There’s a 
huge fallacy in policy making that the only way we can feed 
the world is by using pesticides, and that doesn’t stand up to 
the data. Organic and sustainable systems are as close to or 
as productive as pesticide farming. So we really need to be 
building policy around data than around the proclamation of 
lobbyists,” he told the Sun.

“We have to think about our values. Is it more important to 
have a perfect lawn or preserve the bees?”  ❀
  ~ Jeff Lee

AMPAK INC.
180 - 4611 Viking Way, Richmond BC
Telephone: (604) 273-9631  Fax: (604) 273-1865
www.ampak.ca  splester@ampak.ca

OUR BUSINESS.....
 ..... IS PACKAGING YOURS

We have a wide range of stock glass & plastic
containers including honey bears & bee hives. 

We also carry a variety of plastic and metal lids.

Please Call Us For a QUote

Hanefelds’ Honey Farm
Nassenheider 

Fill-up
Price: $2,595.
includes shipping

Contact Fred @ Phone & Fax: 604-856-8937
E-mail: FKOH@telus.net

The bottler for honey and other 
liquids with higher viscosity. 

Compact, versatile, 
affordable and reliable.
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Classifieds
BARRELS FOR SALE 45 Gallon stainless steel barrels, 
food grade, closed top,  with two bungs, $100. 45 Gallon 
plastic barrels, food grade,  open top, with lid & fastener, $45.  
Call Jim Curry at (250)562-9463 (daytime), (250)967-4580 
(evenings). Prince George, BC.
NUCS FOR SALE:  Strong 4-frame nucs, full depth or dada-
nt.  These are B.C. raised bees and queens.  Nucs and queens 
available May thru September. Contact Blair and Cheryl 
Tarves, Similkameen Apiaries.  250-499-2555 
WANTED: HONEY EXTRACTOR. Preferably variable 
speed motorized, 4 deep frame, reversible baskets, stainless 
(no plastic), with honey gate and attachment points. Can be 
new or used, in good working order. Contact Alf Cassidy: 
(250) 392-4236, t392@telus.net.
LARGE SELECTION OF USED BEE EQUIPMENT 
FOR SALE. Empty 10 frame deeps, 2 gallon frame feeders, 
honey barrels, shallow honey supers with drawn comb. Also, 
we stock a selection of new equipment. Contact Darin at 
Ingram Farms 250-718-4987, www.ingramfarms.ca.
NEW AND USED BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES. Prices 
greatly reduced. Listed here: http://beestuff4sale.weebly.
com/
TURN KEY BEEKEEPING OPERATION. Certified 
honey house with equipment to run 500 colonies in storage.           
3 bedroom house, 2.6 acres, Grand Forks, BC. Contact bri-
an@thate.ca 250-442-7370. 

BOONE HODGSON WILKINSON FUND
Funding the Study of Apiculture in British Columbia 

Since 1965 

SECRETARY-TREASURER
Brenda Jager

948 Harrison Way, Gabriola Island, BC V0R 1X2
tel 250.755.5834         email: bzbees@telus.net

2016 DIRECTORS
Brenda Jager

Alan Paulson • Joe Lomond • Bob Meredith

Applications 
are processed 

during the winter 
months. 

For further 
information 

or donations 
please contact:

CRA Registered Charity 
Receipts for tax purposes will be issued 

for donations of $20.00 or more.
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HEALTHY BEES. HEALTHY PLANET.
To learn more call 866 483 2929 or visit www.NODGLOBAL.com.

WATCH TEMPERATURES GOING INTO 
TREATMENT AND CHECK FOR MITE BOMBS. 
KEEP VARROA LEVELS AT A MANAGEABLE 

LEVEL ALL YEAR. TREAT FOR FALL LAST WEEK 
OF AUGUST OR FIRST WEEK OF SEPTEMBER.

      CASH BACK $$
GET ON THE HEALTHY BEE PROGRAM!
GET 10% BACK ON YOUR 2ND 
PURCHASE OF NOD PRODUCTS!

THANKS FOR COMING BACK!

DISCLAIMER: Campaign is valid from January 01, 2016 until December 31, 2016. One discount per customer. Must be through a Bee Supply retailer. Date of receipts must be within the 
2015-2016 calendar year. Minimum purchase of either (1) 2 Dose Pail or (1) Bee Cozy Winter Wrap or (1) 1L TMT Liquid Formic Acid or (1) Box of 100 Honey Saver Comb Honey Trays per 
receipt. Maximum purchase of (900) MAQS doses (any pail size) or (50) Bee Cozy Winter Wraps or (208) Litres of TMT Liquid Formic Acid or (1) 500 Box of Honey Saver Comb Honey Trays 
per receipt. Receipts must be a minimum of 30 days apart. GENERAL TERMS FOR OFFERS AND PROMOTIONS: 1. Discounts are applied on the product price excluding all convenience 
charges such as any applicable taxes, COD, shipping and handling. 2.NOD Apiary Products USA Inc. and NOD Apiary Products Ltd. reserves the right to change/ modify/add/delete any 
of the terms and conditions prevailing on the different promotional schemes it introduces in market from time to time. NOD Apiary Products Ltd. at its discretion, can withdraw a particular 
scheme from the website or market. 3.In case of any query pertaining to a rebate or discount campaign or regarding NOD products, please email info@nodglobal.com or call toll free 
1-866-483-2929. 4.While participating in any NOD Apiary Products Ltd. rebate program or campaign you hereby agree to receive direct mail from NOD Apiary Products and its subsidiaries. 
NOD will not share your information with any third-party. 5.The Cash Back rebate of 10% off on two purchases of any NOD product, from any registered Bee Supplier, can be availed only 
once, for a maximum discount value of Rs. 720.

65% LIQUID 
FORMIC ACID

LOWEST PRICES IN CANADA!
SEE YOUR NEAREST BEE SUPPLY OUTLET.

DIRECT PRICING ALSO AVAILABLE.

- 208L -
- 20L -
- 4L -
- 1L -

MAQS IS A FORMIC ACID 
POLYSACCHARIDE GEL STRIP 

WRAPPED IN ECO-PAPER WHICH 
ACTS AS A WICK TO CONTROL THE 

RELEASE OF FORMIC ACID VAPOURS.

MITE AWAY 
QUICK STRIPS


