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“‘Hallo, Pooh,’ said Piglet.
‘Hallo, Piglet. This is Tigger,’ said Pooh.

‘Oh, is it?’ said Piglet, and he edged round to the other side of 
the table. ‘I thought Tiggers were smaller than that.’

‘Not the big ones,’ said Tigger.”

from “The House at Pooh Corner” by A.A. Milne.

There are times when the simplest observation can be the 
most revealing, if we stop to think about it long enough. It’s no 
secret that the obvious can be well hidden once we think we’ve 
learned enough - when we think we know something quite 
well, we cease to see it as clearly as we do when we’re just 
starting out. The obvious is often hidden by our very selves. 
We get older, we construct an idea of these ‘selves’ of ours and 
an idea of how the world is supposed to work around us, and 
it is limiting, but of course we can’t see that. We might just 
get a delicious surprise when we least expected it, if we could 
get ourselves out of the way fast enough. On the other hand, if 
we’re open, we might realize where the right place to be is, and 
get ourselves there in time!

There were plenty of surprises to be had at the AGM this 
fall - it was our first, and putting faces to names is always a 
good way to prove your expectations wrong, most of the time. 
We weren’t all that surprised to discover some very passionate 
people in this organization, but most of them exceeded our 
expectations of what we thought they were capable of. We were 
pleased to find a number of very kind-hearted individuals in 
one place, and felt very welcome there.

What will get mentioned a few times in this issue, and will 
also get mentioned here, is how impressive the educational days 
turned out to be. There were some speakers that we were really 
looking forward to, others that we knew of and weren’t quite 

as excited about, and still others we’d never heard of. Every 
one of them, without exception, turned out to have something 
valuable to teach, and the room full of people seemed quite 
eager to take it all in.  

Here in this issue are some things for you to take in, and we 
hope you enjoy them. It’s a pretty broad survey, but as George 
Santayana said, “A man’s feet should be planted in his country, 
but his eyes should survey the world.” 

A big thanks goes out to all the people who took the time 
to contribute; we have some interesting discoveries, reports 
from people who are getting involved with honey bees for the 
first time, and research results from folks who have been at 
it for awhile. As we mentioned at the AGM, we would like 
to encourage your feedback, and your contributions, no matter 
how small. The littlest things are often what can make the 
whole thing exceptional.

The slow season is upon us - time to take a breather and get 
some study time in, and spend a little time looking at what you 
think you know already - the simplest little observation might 
surprise you. (If it does, do let us know!) We wish you all a 
wonderful winter, a safe and happy holiday season, and we’ll 
see you again in the new year.
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Well another AGM has come and gone. Wayne Neidig and 
his hard working crew deserve a round of applause, and a 
big thank you for a job well done. The education seminars 
were excellent; great speakers and great topics that were very 
informative.

We also need to say thanks and farewell to Barry Denluck, 
Brenda Jager and Wayne Neidig for their work on the 
executive, and for their contributions to the Association.  In 
doing so, we would also like to welcome the new members 
of the executive: First Vice-President Eric Stomgren, Second 
Vice-President Butch Richardson and Secretary Janice 
Bobic. Welcome to the Association and we look forward to a 
productive term with you.

We have our work cut out for us in the next few months, 
preparing for the semi-annual in Kamloops in the first part 
of March, 2012.  Ian Farber is looking for a new venue since 
our old venue is under renovation, and confirming that there 
are no conflicting events during our meeting that would drive 
up room fees.

For the semi-annual meeting on Saturday, and education 
day on Sunday, if you have any particular topics you think 
would benefit or be of interest to our members, please let us 
know. We are considering some topics including: marketing 
tips and developing your market for selling your product,  
some IPM, and hopefully some information on chemical 
conflicts in the hive. Also we are looking for good examples 

of a best practices manual, 
and preparing for new 
and further regulations 
regarding traceability.

Barry Denluck has 
agreed to organize Day 
of the Honey Bee. We are 
seeking corporate sponsors 
to join us in this province-
wide project.

From January 26th 
to the 28th the Pacific 
Agricultural Show and 
the Horticulture Growers’ 
Short Course is on in 
Vancouver. The BCHPA will have an exhibit which we are 
going to use to promote our industry and the  products of 
our members, specifically pollination.  If you have hives 
available for pollination, let the executive know. Please 
provide information we can supply to clients including 
business cards, or your name, contact information, # of 
hives available & where you can provide pollination. This 
is province-wide, not just for the Lower Mainland.  Also, if 
you are able to volunteer your time to man the booth, contact 
me at president@bcbeekeepers.com or Gerry McKee at 
chcrepresentative@bcbeekeepers.com.

From the President

Stan Reist
BCHPA President

New Zealand 

Ladies looking 

to emigrate to 

Canada. 
Hard working, self 

supporting, like country 

settings or the burbs, 

prefer to take lots of 

flights with an eye for 

interacting with the flora 

and fauna, just go nuts

over flowers, all types.

 6124 Metral Dr., Nanaimo BC V9T 2L6         1-877-390-6890     Phone 250-390-2313    

Fax 250-390-5180      E-mail: flydutch@telus.net   Stan & Cheryl Reist

BEE SUPPLIES  •  PACKAGES  •  NUCS AND QUEENS
Vancouver Island Pollination Services

FLYING DUTCHMAN

Early 
New Zealand 

packages 
Vancouver Island 

and the Gulf Islands
 Sunshine Coast.  
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Beelines
News from the Ministry of Agriculture
PAUL VAN WESTENDORP,  Manager, BCMA Apiculture Program

Annual Beekeeping Production 
Survey

The Ministry of Agriculture carries 
out the annual beekeeping production 
survey each fall to determine the status 
of the beekeeping industry and how the 
production season turned out. The in-
formation is compiled for each region 
and for the entire province with the final 
data being shared with the beekeeping 
industry. All beekeepers registered with 
10 colonies or more have been mailed a 
survey form including a pre-paid, self-
addressed envelope. Everyone regard-
less of operational size, can submit the 
same information on-line by visiting 
www.al.gov.bc.ca/apiculture and select 
“Beekeeping Survey 2011”. You may 
note that the hard copy and electronic 
versions don’t request your identity be-
cause the survey complies with the Per-
sonal Information Protection Act which 
guarantees that the information remains 
confidential and anonymous. I encour-
age everyone to submit their production 
information because the more returns we 
receive, the greater confidence in the fi-
nal production estimates. 
Federal Biosecurity Survey

If the provincial production survey is 
not enough, there is also another survey 
going on at the national level. Before 
dismissing it, please read on because this 
national survey is not annual and is di-
rected to all commercial operators. 

The federal government initiated the 
“Growing Forward” program in partner-
ship with the provinces to support and 
enhance Canada’s agriculture sector. The 
“Growing Forward” program involves 
over $10 Billion of fund allocations to 
various programs from Environmental 
Farm Plans and Science and Innovation, 
to Food Safety, Quality and Traceability, 
and Biodiversity. The national survey at-
tempts to address the biosecurity aspect 
of beekeeping. The aim is to establish 
a beekeeping management manual that 
outlines steps and strategies producers 
can employ to reduce colony losses, im-

prove productivity, prevent disease intro-
duction and improve overall viability.

The compilation of all the information 
from across the country will be made 
available to the benefit of all beekeepers 
across the country. 
PMRA Charges

I’d like to draw your attention to the 
recent enforcement action taken by the 
Pest Management Regulatory Agency 
(PMRA) of Health Canada.  In August 
2011, PMRA issued a notice of viola-
tion for $4,000 under the Administrative 
Monetary Penalties Act to an Osoyoos 
beekeeper for the use of an unregistered 
pest control product, Apiguard, EPA Reg. 
No. 79671-1.

Regrettably, this has not been the only 
instance of a pest control product viola-
tion reported in BC since 2002, as shown 
in the table below. 

It is important to note that PMRA in-
spections are directed to commercial op-
erations whose honey crops are produced 
as human food.  The Canadian beekeep-
ing industry prides itself on producing 
honey of the highest quality and its in-
ternational reputation deserves protec-
tion. It is incumbent upon all beekeep-
ers to only apply registered pest control 

products and use them according to label 
instructions. 
Top Bar Hives

In recent times, there appears to be a 
sudden interest in Top Bar Hives, also 
called Kenyan Top Bar Hives (KTBs). 
Perhaps the reference to Kenya or its 
simple design attracts beekeepers, but 
before committing your bees to a KTB, 
you may want to have a closer look. 

The traditional top bar hive (woven, 
and ‘skep’-like) of East Africa is ancient, 
but the modern version made of wood-
en parts and metal lid was in large part 
developed by researchers at the Univer-
sity of Guelph in the 1970s. The mod-
ern KTB is essentially a long box with 
slanted sides. Underneath the cover lid 
are wooden bars that abut and rest on the 
top of the slanted sides. At the underside 
of each bar is a groove or ridge provid-
ed with a strip of wax foundation or a 
coating of wax respectively, which will 
stimulate the bees to build their natural 
wax comb onto. The side panels of the 
hive body are at such an angle that the 
bees will not attach the comb but leave a 
space. As a result, each top bar with the 
natural comb shaped as a semi-circle can 
be carefully lifted and examined. 
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Beekeepers have asked whether the KTB is legal. The KTB 
satisfy the requirements of the legislation which demands that 
each comb, whether attached to a top bar or inside a frame, 
must be individually removable for the purpose of disease 
inspection. In fact, this legislated requirement is applicable 
across Canada and most European countries. So, there is no 
legal problem of a beekeeper keeping bees in a KTB. 

However, from a management perspective, this particular 
hive design has some limitations that should be considered:

• The KTB is only suitable in warm climates (southern US, 
sub- and tropics). In colder climates including temperate coast-
al BC, the bees have great difficulty in regulating and maintain-
ing temperature because, 

o the hive is horizontal which prevents heat being con-
centrated in the top where the bees can cluster, as it does in a 
conventional hive, and 

o top bars and combs run across and bees don’t migrate 
easily between comb spaces. To do so, they must first go to the 
lower sides or the bottom of the comb (where it is cold) before 
going to the next space. As a result, the bees have greater dif-
ficulty of maintaining winter cluster. 

o The difficulty of migration within the hive increases 
the danger of bees not being able to access winter stores located 
farther back into the hive body. 

• During spring, the aim of beekeeping management is to 
stimulate brood development and colony expansion. The suc-
cess of spring brood development is often jeopardized by cold 
spells, leading to chilled brood. A colony in a KTB hive faces 
a far greater risk of chilled brood during periods of inclement 
weather. 

• The process of honey storage and harvesting is messy, 
destructive and wasteful. A colony housed in a KTB typically 
only occupies the first part of the hive while the top bars in the 
back of the hive are either not drawn out or unoccupied. The 
result is that bees store most of their honey in the top parts of 
the combs with pollen and brood underneath. While a queen 
excluder board has been developed for use in KTB, it often 
ends up being a barrier that bees don’t readily cross. In other 
words, the front part of the hive is often crowded while the 
back portion is ignored or under-utilised. In the spring, this of-
ten leads to swarming. 

• Since the combs are merely suspended from the top bar 
without further support, a conventional rotational extractor 
can’t be used for honey harvesting. It means that the comb, 
often with bee brood, must be cut from the top bar. 

Given these disadvantages, I advise against the use of KTBs 
under our climatic conditions. I would like to make the anal-
ogy that if it takes 100 units of effort to successfully manage a 
colony in a conventional standard hive, why would one decide 
to use the KTB design which will take at least 150 units of ef-
fort, not to mention a higher winter mortality rate.
Bee Master Course, February 2012 at UBC

The next Bee Master Course will be held at UBC from Feb-
ruary 20 – 24, 2012. The one-week course has its origins as far 
back as the mid-1950s when John Corner, former Provincial 
Apiculturist, developed the course to offer beekeepers a train-
ing program about “the science behind basic beekeeping man-
agement.” The course became hugely popular over the years by 
attracting students from different parts of the country, the US 
and from overseas. 

In the 1970s, the Bee Master Course was mostly held at 
UBC but after Dr. Mark Winston established his bee lab at SFU 

in the 1980's, the course was held at Burnaby’s Halpern Center. 
The closure of Winston’s bee lab at SFU and the start of Dr. 
Leonard Foster’s lab at UBC involving the bee genome, was 
a compelling reason to offer the Bee Master Course again at 
UBC. In November, we expect to have course details available 
at www.beemasters.ca.
Bee Imports

Last spring, a small hive beetle had been detected in a ship-
ment of queens from Hawaii. Instead of shutting down the ship-
ments altogether, and denying Canadian producers the queens 
they were dependent on, it was decided at the national level to 
continue shipments with stepped-up surveillance at the point of 
origin, at the Canadian ports-of-entry, and at provincial entry 
points. All across the country, tens of thousands of queens were 
individually inspected before release to the importers. While 
this large scale effort was successful, it demanded huge person-
nel resources in many provinces, especially Alberta. 

The SHB threat through Hawaiian queen imports was not 
the only issue as Quebec and Ontario continue to deal with es-
tablished SHB infestations in their border areas with the United 
States.

Furthermore, the ongoing interest of Canadian beekeepers 
to import bees from abroad brings potential health threats that 
need to be recognized and assessed. These threats include;

• Africanized honey bee (AHB): Apis mellifera scutellata
• Cape honey bee: Apis mellifera capensis
• Asian honey bee: Apis cerana
• Asian Nosema: Nosema ceranae
• Asian giant hornet: Vespa mandarinia
• Varroa resistant to Amitraz
• Varroa resistant to Apistan (Notifiable in the CFIA list)

Apistan® anti-varroa mite strips are an essential part of any varroa mite 
control program. 

®

varroa

varroa

AY 

WWW.APISTAN.COM
1-800-263-2740.
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Open Tuesday – Sunday 10:00 am-5:00pm 
Honeyland Canada

17617 Ford Road , Pitt Meadows, BC V3Y 1Z1
604-460-8889 •  Fax: 604-460-8887

Toll Free 1-877-460-8889
Email: info@HoneylandCanada.com    

www.HoneylandCanada.com

New 
Zealand 

Package bees 
available in 

February/March 
2012

Visit our “full” service honey bee country store

Complete beekeeping equipment & supplies, queens, 
nucs and top quality hive products. Honeyland also 
offers year round farm tours, pollination, courses, 

seminars, and a beekeeping consulting service.

Courses and Seminars

Condensed Beekeeping 

Level 1

Everything that you need to know 
to start beekeeping. Date: Friday 
evening + weekend, February 
10-12, 2012. Cost: $199 plus 
tax; text book and handouts 
included. 

Beekeepers Required: 

4 experienced beekeepers and 
1 honey bee farm supervisor wanted 
for February 15 - November 15, 2012. 
Full-time, $13 - $18/hr, depending on experience.

CAPA and CHC members are currently in discussions to 
prepare and address these issues in detail at the upcoming na-
tional meetings in Winnipeg in late January 2012. 
AGM - Richmond

As a paying and “ex-officio” member of the BCHPA who 
can’t vote or assume any role in the organization, I have a unique 
perspective on the association. I'd like to share my observations 
with you about the recent Annual General Meeting. On Friday, 
October 21, the total turn-out was about 40 dedicated members. 
Looking around the room showed me that most were the same 
folks that show up every time at most other meetings. It seems 
to me that this core membership of 40+ carry an extraordinary 
burden of representing the interests of beekeepers across the 
province.

It is true that many of the 400+ members of the BCHPA may 
have been at work on Friday, but I can’t imagine that 90% of 
the absent membership was prevented of participating in the 
BCHPA’s most important once-a-year meeting! Following the 
business day on Friday, the BCHPA had organized a fabulous 
set of educational days with speakers from Canada and the US. 
The program attracted a great deal of interest and as many as 
150 people registered which would have been more than 1/3 of 
the total membership! Unfortunately, many of the registrants 
were actually not BCHPA members!

I sincerely hope that the experience of the two educational 
days will inspire beekeepers to become more involved in their 
organization. Only through strong membership support can it 
continue to offer educational programs, industry development 
initiatives, producer insurance, and fulfill its representative role 
at the national level. 

A basic annual membership is only a paltry $40, less than ½ 
tank of gas, for which you get the BeesCene quarterly maga-
zine and CHC’s HiveLights magazine!  ❀

Paul van Westendorp
Provincial Apiculturist
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Beekeeping Supplies, 
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Hardie Honey
PACKAGE BEES • HONEY • WAX • BULK BEES • QUEENS

4035 Robson Road, Duncan BC V9L 6G7
BLAINE & JAN

PH/FAX 250-746-4389
DUAINE  250-748-8471
hardiehoney@shaw.ca
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UBC Bee Research Update 
Hello everyone! I’m happy that we 

are finally able to discuss some exciting 
news about a project in our lab! We 
have been prevented from making any 
public announcements as one of the 
conditions of funding but as the formal 
announcement was made at the recent 
AGM in Richmond, I am now able to 
discuss it here. If you have followed my 
column or the reports from my laboratory 
the past few years you will know that we 
have been developing tests that we hope 
will allow us to determine quickly and 
easily if a particular colony displays one 
of several disease-resistant behaviours 
(e.g., Varroa-sensitive hygiene). Together 
with Steve Pernal (Agriculture & Agri-
Food Canada), Rob Currie (University 
of Manitoba), Eric Jan (UBC) and 
Kathy Baylis (University of Illinois), we 
recently received about $5.8M in funding 
from Genome Canada to really test if 
these tools we have developed work in 
a commercial setting. In addition, we 
are going to be working with Beeologics 
to develop new RNAi products and to 
test their existing products for fighting 
various bee diseases. In total, at the end 
of the three years of this project, we 
hope to be able to deliver to you some 
powerful new tools for managing honey 
bee diseases. You will hear much more 
about this over the next couple of years 
but for the breeding side of the project, 
we have spent the last couple of months 
surveying colonies from beekeepers 
across BC, AB and MB (thank you to 
all those who contributed!). The most 
hygienic of these we have brought to 
two breeding locations in BC (Heather 
Higo and Liz Huxter are helping us with 
the breeding) and will use the tools we 
have developed to guide the breeding 
decisions. In the third year we will be 
putting the selectively bred colonies 
back into commercial operations in the 
three provinces and evaluating their 
performance in a real world setting, 
versus control colonies. Follow this space 
in the coming issues as I will continue to 
detail our plans and progress.
Research from the rest of the world

In the January 2011 issue I commented 
on the study published one year ago by 
Jerry Bromenshenk and his colleagues 
where they claimed to have identified a 

new virus in bees that was the likely cause 
of Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) in 
the United States (Bromenshenk et al., 
(2010) Iridovirus and microsporidian 
linked to honey bee colony decline. 
PLoS One 5.10:e13181). In that article 
I presented arguments about why their 
interpretation of their data was likely to 
be incorrect but at the time that had to be 
based on the description of what they did 
since their data was not available. Since 
that time they have released all of their 
data, as they are required to do when 
they publish, and this has given I and 
others in the field the opportunity to more 
thoroughly evaluate it. After doing so, my 
own group and a group at the University of 
California, San Francisco independently 
came to the same conclusions, that the 
authors did not follow one of the primary 
rules in interpreting such data and as a 
result came to erroneous conclusions. In 
this case there is absolutely no evidence 
(meeting the standards established in 

the field) to support the presence of the 
claimed iridoviruses in honey bees, let 
alone any link to CCD.  ❀

From the UBC Research Lab

Leonard Foster, BSc, PhD
Photo by Brian Hawkes, Genome BC

 MITE WIPE
Safe method for applying formic acid

 to control bee mites in honeybee
colonies

MUNRO HONEY
Telephone (519) 847-5333          Fax (519) 847-5340

E-mail: info@munrohoney.com  
Website:www.munrohoney.com

Also available from Medivet Pharmaceuticals and Beemaid Honey

New and Used 

Storage Tanks for 

Honey, 

Liquid Sucrose 

and more!

Twin Maple Industrial Tanks
We do custom plastic manufacturing and repairs.

Abbotsford, BC

Phone: (604) 854-6776     Toll Free: (800) 663-8898    Fax: (604) 854-3223

E-mail: garry@tmitanks.com        www.tmitanks.com
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Ministry of Agriculture
Apiculture Factsheet #218

The small hive beetle Aethina tumida is native to tropical 
and subtropical regions of Africa.  It was first identified 
in North America in Florida in 1998 and is being spread by 
human-assisted bee movement.  In 2010, infestations were 
identified in Quebec and Ontario apiaries near the Canada-
U.S. border. Its potential impact on Canadian beekeeping is 
unknown as it remains unclear how well SHB can establish 
itself as a reproductive, viable population under Canadian 
conditions. For British Columbia, the border area of the Fraser 
Valley, Okanagan and Creston Valley are most at risk to beetle 
introduction.  Although it is not considered a major pest of 
beehives in Africa, some U.S. beekeepers in southern states 
have reported large losses.

Identification
 Adult SHB are small, only about 5 – 7 mm long, dark 

brown to black in colour and have an oval to oblong body 
shape.  Antennae are distinctly club-shaped (Figure 1).  Eggs are 
pearly-white in colour, similar in appearance to honey bee eggs 
but smaller (approximately 1.5 mm long).  Larvae are similar in 
appearance to wax moth larvae, whitish with numerous spines 
(i.e. protuberances). SHB larvae do not produce silk (Figure 2).  
Pupae are the same size as adults, at first white in colour but 
darkening as they mature.

Life Cycle 
Female adult beetles lay eggs in masses (3 – 5 eggs/mass) 

on or near combs in a hive (Figure 3).  Most often, egg masses 
are laid in crevices, for protection. A female beetle can lay from 
100 – 1000 egg masses.  Eggs hatch in 2 – 3 days.  Larvae 
feed on pollen, honey and brood.  When the larvae are fully 
developed (10 – 16 days), they must leave the hive to pupate in 
the soil, usually within 30 cm of the hive and in the top 10 cm.  
In 15 – 30 days pupae become adults, emerge from the soil, enter 
hives and start laying within one week.  Adult beetles can live 
up to 6 months and are capable of winteringinside the cluster 

of a honey bee colony.  Developmental rate of beetles varies 
depending on soil structure, moisture level and temperature.  
Life cycle from egg to adult may range from 38 – 80 days, with 
several generations per year. 

Spread 
Adults may survive up to 5 days without food in summer 

temperatures and longer in beekeeping equipment containing 
pollen and honey residue, which makes it possible for beetles 
to be transported over long distances in bee equipment without 
bees.  Potential geographical limits of the small hive beetle are 
unknown.  Beetles can be spread via the movement of infested 
honey bee colonies for pollination, shipment of packaged bees 
and queens, and swarming of feral and commercial colonies.  
Adult beetles can disperse quickly after pupation in the soil and 

emergence.  They can also survive on a number of alternative 
food sources and hosts such as rotting fruit (e.g. cantaloupe) 
and other bee species (bumble bee colonies).  Environmental 
conditions such as climate, structure and moisture content of 
the soil where beetles pupate, and food availability determine 
the impact SHB has on local beekeeping operations. 

The Small Hive Beetle

Fig. 3 Small Hive Beetle, eggs on comb.

Fig. 1 Adult Small Hive Beetle, dorsal view.

Fig. 2 Small Hive Beetle larva, dorsal view.
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Impact 
The larval stage of the Small Hive Beetle causes the most 

damage.  Beetle larvae tunnel through combs feeding on pollen, 
brood and honey.  Weak or small colonies are at most risk. Since 
beetles are not easily controlled by bees, even strong colonies 
can be affected once the beetles gain access. For this reason, it 
is not recommended to place infested supers on strong colonies 
for pest control and clean up.  When the larvae feed, they 
contaminate the honey, causing fermentation with oozing and 
bubbling. The resulting slime eventually drives the bees from 
the hive.  The fermented honey smells like rotting fruit and is 
unsuitable for human consumption.  Contaminated equipment 
cannot be repopulated with bees until the slime and dirt have 
been removed.  

Small Hive Beetles can be a major problem in honey 
houses, which may be of greatest concern to beekeepers in 
Canada.  Beetles may breed in wax cappings, honey supers 
(especially those containing patches of brood) and stored 
comb.  Environmental conditions generally associated with 
honey houses, such as high temperature and humidity, provide 
optimal conditions for beetle development.
Prevention and Control 

To reduce the spread and damage caused by the Small Hive 
Beetle, beekeepers should regularly inspect their colonies to 
detect early infestations.  To detect the beetles, place a piece of 
corrugated cardboard or corrugated plastic (15 x 15 cm), with 
one surface peeled off to expose the ridges, on the bottom board 
of a bee hive with the ridged side down.  Begin monitoring 
when temperatures are warm enough that colonies are no longer 
clustered during the day and when bees are using their bottom 
hive entrances.  One day later, adult beetles can be found under 
the cardboard if they are present.  In a heavily infested colony, 
hundreds of beetle larvae and adults can be seen on the comb 
and bottom boards, especially towards the rear of the hive.  The 
odour of fermented honey is another sign of beetle infestation. 
CheckMite+™ (10% Coumaphos) strips are recommended for 
in-hive control. 

For prevention and control of the Small Hive Beetle in honey 
houses, beekeepers should promptly extract their supers as soon 
as possible after they have been pulled from bee hives.  Honey 
should be stored in tightly sealed drums and wax cappings 
should be quickly processed.  Honey houses and extracting 
equipment must be kept clean.  Beekeepers should store their 
honey supers in closed, cool rooms or place them back on hives 
as soon as the honey has been extracted.  Nucleus hives can be 
placed near honey houses as traps then treated.  Pheromone 
traps and alternative chemical controls are being investigated. 

Photos appear courtesy of University of Georgia and University 
of Florida. For more information, contact Apiculture Program 
office at the BC Ministry of Agriculture. 
This information is provided by the Province of British Columbia 
under the Open Government License for Government of BC 
Information v.BC1.0.

To order and for details contact:  

Duaine Hardie 

250-748-8471

hardiehoney@shaw.ca

NUTRITIONAL 
FACT 
LABELS

BC Honey Producers’ Association

1.5¢
only

each

Per 1 tablespoon (20g)

Amount

Nut r i t ion  Fac tsValeur nutr i t ive      

Not a significant source of saturated fat, trans fat, cholesterol, sodium, fibre, vitamin A, vitamin C, calcium or iron.

Source négligeable de lipides saturés, lipidestrans, cholestérol, sodium, fibres, vitamine A, �vitamine C, calcium et fer.

% Daily Value

0 %
6 %

Pour 1 cuillère à table (20g) 
Teneur % valeur quotidienne
Calories / Calories  60
Fat / Lipides  0 g
Carbohydrates / Glucides  17 g
   Sugars / Sucres  16 g
Protein / Protéines  0 g
    

Rolls of 
2000

Honey 
Equipment

Bees

Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.
New & Used beekeeping equipment

Honey

Ezyloaders (Beekeeper Model 300 now available)

✧

✧

✧

Ph: 204 662 4401   Fax: 204 662 4547

Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com

Ash Apiaries
Custom packed

“Creamed Honey”

• Any size or amount
• Your honey or ours
• Labeled
• Palletized and shrink wrapped

Call Bryan, Grant or Brent
Tel: 204-548-2036
Fax: 204-548-2112

www.ashapiaries.com
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by Dr. John Boone

While I was removing a colony of 
bees from high under the eaves of a 
friend’s house in late July, the neighbor 
from next door came by to say that a 
“bees nest” had been in his apple tree 
for several months. I thought that it was 
likely a hornet’s nest and I was prepared 
to explain the difference between hornets 
and bees – especially honey bees.

So one can understand I was surprised 
(and somewhat taken aback) when he 
showed me the nest that indeed was a 
colony of honey bees with comb that 
was entirely external! Of course this is 
seen in the tropics and is the rule for 
Apis dorsalis. But it is not supposed 
to happen with our honey bees at our 
latitude. Although it has been described, 
it is rare and I certainly have not seen it 
before. An accompanying photo shows 
the colony, and one can appreciate that 
although it is not in a cavity it is very 
protected both by dense foliage and 
branches heavy with lichen and moss. 
My friend recalled seeing “a mass of 
bees” that “filled the air” in late May and 
I presume that to be a swarm from the 
colony under the eaves that had settled in 
the apple tree and remained there. 

After confirming with Paul van 
Westendorp and Mark Winston that there 
would be zero chance of survival over 
the winter, I undertook to hive that 
colony as well. I had last undertaken this 
task about 60 years ago when I helped 
my father hive colonies from “bee trees”.

Cutting the external comb from the apple 
tree was much easier – as soon as I was 
able to persuade the owner that it was 
necessary to remove some branches. The 
colony was twelve feet from the ground 
and the center comb measured 18 inches 
in depth and 14 inches in width. There 
were a total of eight combs – all becom-
ing smaller to the periphery, and as one 
would expect the outer combs were 
filled with honey and the center combs 
were occupied almost entirely by brood. 

After each comb was cut away it 
was brought down to ground level in 
an improvised basket and tied into a 
standard frame. Because of their size, it 
was necessary to divide several combs 
in two. I recall having used binder-twine 
when helping my father, but this time 
I used Velcro strips that are made for 
gardeners, first securing one end to the 
top bar with a thumbtack. I recalled that 
it was not easy to tie binder-twine with 
gloved hands sticky with honey. But I 
also learned that Velcro doesn’t adhere 
well when covered with honey! 

I was glad to have taken some photos, 
but I learned one other thing: best not 
to borrow your wife’s (or husband’s) 
camera unless you know how to remove 
honey and propolis!

As a follow-up, both colonies seem 
to be happy in their present location and 

I am hopeful that they will survive the 
winter. I placed a super of drawn comb 
with a good amount of honey above 
them and I anticipate that I can remove 
the bottom super with the tied-in comb 
in the spring.   ❀

An Unusual Colony

Part of  a comb brought down in 
improvised basket. One can see strips of  
Velcro to secure comb in frames.

Colony in apple tree with comb easily 
seen.

Several combs have been removed and 
one that has been cut is resting in the 
improvised basket.
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by Randy Tanaka 
What started as a casual conversation between two teachers 

at South Delta Secondary became a school-wide project by the 
end of the year.  Doug Kroeker and Randy Tanaka, two teach-
ers at the school, erected two honey bee hives in one of the 
school's courtyards this past June.  Their principle goal in the 

project was to uncover many of the myths and fears that people 
have about the little insects, and to do what they could to pro-
mote the existence of the bees throughout the school.  Judg-
ing by the number of onlookers that have peered through the 

windows every day to get a glimpse of the busy little critters, it 
seemed like the project was fulfilling this very goal. It was not 
surprising that the entire school had taken notice!

Doug, a shop teacher, has incorporated the building of hives 
and support structures into his program.  Students also con-
structed wooden planter boxes to grow bee-friendly herbs.  
Randy, a science teacher, is working with other members of 
his department to incorporate the significance of bees for pol-
lination, and sustainability of future crops, into the science cur-
riculum.  

Several other departments have found ways to include the 
honey bees in their program.  The cafeteria, run by Gerald 
Worobetz, is interested in serving up sweet, healthy menu items 
using the honey.  Countless photos have been taken by Bobby 
McDowell’s graphics students.  Paige Hansen’s drama students 
have put together several presentations to entertain future el-
ementary and preschool tours. Also Sean Lavery, the senior 
physics teacher, is developing a webcam and microphone sys-
tem to monitor the activity around the bee hive. Miles Mum-
ford, the accounting teacher, will be using the everyday opera-
tion of the bee hive as a part of his business education classes. 
His classes will develop this as a realistic business complete 
with financial statements. 

Doug and Randy would like to thank the Tsawwassen Lions 
Club and South Delta PAC for their financial support.  With-
out these two contributors, the project would not have had the 
means to start this worthwhile initiative.  We would also like to 
thank Joe and Darrin Pezer for providing the bees, the equip-
ment, and especially their expertise.  Finally, an additional 
thanks goes out to Paul Van Westendorp, the government’s 
head apiarist for British Columbia, for the ongoing training he 
has provided to the two novice beekeepers.  

After an incredible first year of beekeeping at South Delta 
Secondary School, we would sum up the experience as reward-
ing and enriching.  By placing the two hives in a central court-
yard in the school it was impossible for students and staff  to 
ignore the wonder of the bees.  The collection of 220 pounds 
of honey made the adventure all that more fruitful.  The staff 
at South Delta Secondary celebrated the golden honey in a 
lunchtime “toast to honey”.  It will be interesting to see if 2012 
brings the same kind of success that 2011 did. ❀

What’s all the Buzz at South Delta Secondary? 
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As author Doug says: “In the fifty years I write about, there have been great changes in beekeeping 
in our province. There are a lot of great stories! Enjoy the read!”

To whet your appetite, here is an adventure from retired Interior Bee Inspector Ted Kay. 

BOOK EXCERPT
A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia

from 1950 to 2000 written by Douglas M. McCutcheon

Ted Kay has an interesting report on a 

field day in the central Cariboo:

I should tell you about the Horse Lake 

Field Day in the 150 Mile area. This hap-

pened in the millennial year when you 

might expect peculiar events.

The organizer made a large sign which 

stood, sandwich board style, on the side 

of the road. The simple message said 

“BEES” with an arrow pointing up the ranch 

road.  Cariboo beekeepers are an enthusi-

astic bunch. We had a good turnout and 

were just getting underway when we heard 

the unmistakeable roar of Harley Davidson 

motorcycles — three of them, as it turned 

out. What is it about a certain human 

genotype and those bikes which attract 

each other? If you sent to a movie cast-

ing company and asked for three typical 

bikers, these were they. I briefly thought 

they had misread the sign as “BEER”, but 

one of them turned out to be a beekeeper 

and had brought his bee suit. We persuaded 

the others to stay, and scrounged through 

our spares to dress them. We managed to 

find one reasonable and complete outfit, 

but were down to the dregs for the third 

chap. I had a fairly good veil with no hat 

and we had a set of disposable coveralls 

which we discovered were size Small. With 

much hilarity, some ladies managed to zip 

him in but the coverall legs were halfway 

up his shins. He caovered up a foot or so 

of bare arm with motorcycling gloves. Then 

we duct taped the veil to his tiny black 

crash helmet, and we were set.

We resumed the presentation, but they were 

so interested and asked such good ques-

tions that I forgot how odd the third guy 

looked until I glanced up. An explosion of 

mirth rose perilously close to the sur-

face before I hurriedly turned back to the 

hive. The organizer Rob noticed my prob-

lem, so I dared not look at him either. 

Anyway, the bikers were a positive feature 

of that field day, and I have been sorry 

not to see them again.

For further information or to pre-order please contact: 
  Diane Dunaway
  5914 Soda Creek Macalister Rd
  Williams Lake, BC V2G 5A5
  Tel 250.297.6399
  Email: diane@dunawayranch.com

Coming this December!

check out the back page for more information...
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by Ian Farber and Nancy Burkholder, 
photos by Nancy Burkholder

At age 13, Lewis Burkholder started his beekeeping ca-
reer by enrolling in the Kamloops beekeepers’ course with his 
mother Nancy.  In the spring of 2010, Lewis started with 2 
nucs.  By summer’s end he had successfully split a hive, cap-
tured his first swarm, and combined two hives for wintering.  
Unfortunately, Lewis lost his hives during the 2010 winter.  Not 
to be deterred, he started the 2011 beekeeping season by buying 
5 hives.  With careful beekeeping he increased these 5 hives to 
8 hives this past summer.

Lewis works his 
own beehives.  Yes, 
he admits to getting 
the occasional bee 
sting.  Like other 
beekeepers, Lewis 
has introduced his 
friends to his charg-
es while he works.  
With his friends at 
a beehive, Lewis 
proudly explains 
what he and his bees 
are doing.  Lewis’ 
2011 honey crop to-
taled a respectable 
224 pounds.  As 
an up and coming 
businessman, Lewis 
gratefully accepts 
help from his par-
ents in the form of 
supplies and equip-
ment.  However, 
he likes to keep 
the profits from 
his honey sales for 
himself.  He grate-
fully presented his 
mother with a pail 

of fresh honey after the extracting was completed.   
Lewis is a busy young man.  He and his older brother Vin-

cent work seasonally at a local corn farm operation, picking 
corn, strawberries and pumpkins as well as doing many other 

farm chores, including weeding and changing water pipes. 
Lewis had also put his first two hives of bees at this farm to 
pollinate their two acres of strawberries. This year he kept 3 
of his hives at his home on the mountain in Pritchard, BC for 
fireweed, and the other 5 were kept at the corn farm.

At the 2011 Interior Provincial Exhibition and Stampede in 
Armstrong, Lewis was awarded 1st place for liquid honey, 1st 
place for comb honey and 2nd place for his shallow frame of 
honey.  He researched and asked questions about how to cre-
ate a prize-winning 
entry and his hard 
work on perfecting 
his entries paid off 
for him.  Now at 
age 14, Lewis will 
soon be mentoring 
other newcomers 
to beekeeping.  The 
BCHPA should 
be proud to have 
Lewis Burkholder 
as a member.  ❀

Prize-Winning Beekeeper at Age 14

Lewis and his prize-winning hive 
products.
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Clips from the Past

!"

A short time ago we were 
given some old Apiary Branch 
newsletters from a friend in 
Smithers who has been keeping 
bees for over 30 years. He had 
been receiving them from 1975 
on, when John Corner was the 
Provincial Apiculturist (and is 
likely the one who was writing 
them, perhaps with some help 
from Doug McCutcheon). In 
going through them we found 
these references to the Stock 
Improvement Project that was 
started in 1977; here are a few 
excerpts from the summer of that 
year and the fall of 1978.
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by Pauline Thompson
The BCHPA supports several 

initiatives on behalf of the beekeepers of 
this province and the board is working on 
projects to improve membership benefits, 
marketing opportunities and education 
of beekeepers, as well as working to 
provide input on legislation that affects 
our industry.
Education 

From the spring of 2010 to the fall 
of 2011, the BCHPA has developed 
and hosted 11 training workshops for 
beekeepers. These were held across the 
province from Comox to Cranbrook 
with 912 beekeepers 
participating. An 
astounding 117 hours 
of instructional content 
time, that became 
106,704 hours of active 
learning by beekeepers.

One hundred 
beekeepers engaged in 
the delicate art of queen 
rearing. More than 800 
participants explored 
the latest research in 
varroosis, Nosema and nutrition, and also 
participated in discussions on integrated 
pest management strategies, marketing, 
and pollination. All of them took away 
practical approaches for managing their 
apiaries.

A committee of the board is currently 
developing a course for new beekeepers 
and a companion course for training and 
certifying instructors for the course.

BeesCene is the primary tool for 
communication with members, but it 
will only be as strong as our members 
would like to make it. It has the potential 
to mirror and expand upon more of your 
interests as beekeepers, if you are willing 
to contribute. No question or comment is 
ever too small to submit - these are the 
ideas that can be expanded into articles 
that can educate, inform, and entertain. 
Also, if you are aware of events, stories 
of interest, or even something amusing 
related to beekeeping in BC, please share 
them with us (get in touch with the editor! 
Contact information is on page 2).
Marketing

The BCHPA will participate in the 14th 
Annual PACIFIC AGRICULTURE 

SHOW at the Tradex Exhibition Centre 
in Abbotsford, BC from January 26-28, 
2012 Thursday to Saturday, 9:00am - 
4:30pm. Admission is $10.00 at the door. 
The Show attracts a diverse audience 
including vegetable, berry, grape, bulb, 
ornamentals, hothouse, flower and shrub 
growers, and more. The BCHPA will be 
there, emphasizing the importance of 
honey bee pollination in the horticulture 
industry. If you would like to help with 
this project please contact Stan Reist 
at flydutch@telus.net.
Research Support

Support for research has long been 
an important activity 
for the BCHPA. Your 
Association is proud 
to provide a financial 
contribution to and 
endorsement of Dr. 
Leonard Foster’s 
research lab at UBC. 
His lab is exploring 
the cause of disease 
in honey bees at the 
molecular level. 

Other types of 
research supported by the BCHPA 
have been undertaken with the 
participation of the BC Bee Breeders. 
Liz Huxter initiated a multi-year study 
to  help identify a varroa-resistant, hardy, 
productive stock for use by beekeepers 
throughout British Columbia. Currently 
Brenda Jager (former secretary of 
the BCHPA) is running the Duncan 
Assessment Yard (DAY) Project, which 
is building upon similar goals. This 
queen assessment project also delivered 
a series of workshops on Measures of 
Varroa Resistance.
Legislation

The Bee Act has been moved into the 
Animal Health Act and at present is still 
enforcing the original regulations. The 
BCHPA has been asked to provide input 
in a review of the regulations. Brenda 
Jager is chairing this 18-month task 
force. If you would like to comment or 
assist, please contact her at bzbees@
telus.net

Would you like to volunteer? 
Contact the executive@bcbeekeepers.
com   ❀

The BCHPA at Work: 
Can You Help Too?
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Our recent “face to face” meeting 
in Ottawa provided an opportunity 
to include meetings with federal 
administrators who develop and 
enforce policies and regulations 
affecting our industry.  Two 
potentially serious issues emerged at 
the beginning of this year, revealing 
the need for our Board to have a 
greater visibility in Ottawa.  The 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s 
(CFIA) reporting of minor traces of 

butyric acid (as found in the bee repellant, Bee Go), startled 
many as this naturally occurring acid in honey has no set 
standard and is not considered a health hazard, but consumers 
are sensitive to any residue in honey.  The CFIA had outsourced 
the analysis of honey to a new technician. 

The second issue that emerged was Health Canada’s 
promotion of their new website by leaning on the image of 
the Honey Bear to draw attention. Using the international 
prohibition symbol of a red line through a circle on the bear, 
they highlighted honey as a danger to infants. This advertising 
campaign was outsourced and launched without any 
consultation with our industry. Our Executive Secretary was 
able to arrange a meeting with an Assistant Deputy Minister 
which is usually very difficult to accomplish.  The Minister 
eventually acknowledged the lack of consultation and possible 
negative effect of the campaign to our industry, but he was 
unable to stop the advertising due to contract arrangements 
with the outsourced company.  It appears Health Canada lost 
control of this campaign, resulting in possible detriment to our 
honey sales.

Our recent meeting with CFIA’s Disease and Animal Welfare 
agency focused on CHC’s position to maintain Canada’s Small 
Hive Beetle Free (SHB Free) status.  Currently, the provinces 
have the responsibility of surveillance and control since this pest 
is classified as an “Immediately Notifiable” pest and the federal 
government’s responsibility is limited to providing coordination 
and consultation. The SHB would need to be reclassified as 
an “Immediately Reportable” pest before the federal agencies 
have any financial responsibility. Consequently, the provinces 
will need to continue contributing to importation inspections, 
as was done last spring and summer for the importation of 
queens, as well as facilitating the containment of infestations 
migrating from the United States. 

This past year, Ontario and Quebec have undertaken 
surveillance and control of the two SHB infestations as 
identified from the American border States.  However, to 
maintain Canada’s SHB Free status,  a national policy needs 
to be established to defend any challenge from a country with 
endemic SHB that wants to export to Canada without having 
to follow our importing protocols, such as queen producers in 
California and Hawaii.  Canadian importers might also wish 
to avoid the extra cost and hassle in undertaking protocols.  
Dr. Amy Snow,  Policy Development Officer with Disease 
and Animal Welfare, has offered to work with the Board 
to clarify requirements for a national policy on SHB.  The 
Board is deliberating as some members are reluctant to invite 

government intervention as the industry may eventually be 
expected to fund the protection measures.   

A national policy on SHB that successfully withstands 
challenges from other countries might also serve as a financial 
burden to the importation of packages from the United States.  
Such a situation would not serve the interests of commercial 
operators who have been waiting for over 25 years for the US 
border to open to honey bee packages. Dr. Penny Greenwood, 
Manager of Disease and Animal Welfare, suggested that 
provinces may establish standards above the national level, 
which of course will be at provincial costs.  Beekeepers wanting 
their province to establish higher standards will be challenged 
to demonstrate that their pest profile differs significantly from 
the neighbouring provinces.  

Our policy development specialists at both the federal and 
provincial levels are well aware that their time and effort can 
often be redirected by political influence, often referred to as 
“an end run”.  Commercial operators  with strong motivations 
know the ways to effectively influence political decisions on 
contentious issues such as opening the US border to honey bee 
packages. Members of the B.C. Honey Producers’ Association 
have repeatedly rejected initiatives to open the Canada-US 
border to packages.  Many members regard such an initiative as 
the gateway to opening this border to “bees on comb”, allowing 
larger American operators access to the rich honey production 
areas of the Peace River districts. Indeed, policy development 
may not seem as interesting as beekeeping but it is essential 
to ensure our interests receive attention from politicians who 
convert policy proposals into law. ❀
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Good things come in Richards Packaging...

RICHARDS 
PACKAGING INC.

(604) 270-0111
140 – 9200 Van Horne Way, Richmond B.C. V6X 1W3

www.richardspackaging.com

Glass and Plastic Jars
375ml (500gr Honey) Cylinder Jars
750ml (1kg Honey) cylinder Jars

Hex and Oval Hex 
Glass Jars
(Including 12oz Honey)

Plastic Pails
...and more!

Ask us for our stock item catalogue

reprinted from Catch the Buzz, by Kim Flottum
A year ago a commercial beekeeper in Pennsylvania had 200 

colonies killed by a misapplication of pesticides. The spray was 
put on at the wrong time of day, on a crop that had blooming 
weeds. In 30 days all 200 colonies were all dead. The beekeeper 
did some, what I would call informal notebook figuring on 
what the cost of that spray entailed to the farm crops, and the 
farmers, that those 200 colonies would have worked for, for a 
whole season. Because this email program doesn’t do columns 
very well, I’m going to spell out each crop, but you can tidy 
them up if you wish later.

Remember, 200 colonies. You know beekeepers with that 
many colonies.

For this calculation, farm gate value is what a farmer would 
lose without those 200 colonies pollinating the various crops 
this beekeeper pollinates over the course of a season. For 
Retail value loss, this is the ultimate cost to the US Agriculture 
economy because the food those bees would have produced, 
wasn’t produced. 

For almonds, the farm gate value of lost almonds is 
$50,000.00 The Retail value loss is $500,000.00.

For Georgia Blueberries, farm gate value loss was 
$10,000.00, and the retail value loss is $800,000.00

For Pennsylvania apples, the farm gate value loss is the 
same as the retail value loss, $2,000,000.00

For Maine Blueberries, farm gate value loss was $50,000.00, 
and retail value loss was $500,000.00

And for Pennsylvania pumpkins, farm gate value loss was 
$5,000, but the retail value was $1,000,000.00

 The farm gate value loss…that is, the money farmers lost 
because those bees weren’t there, totals just over $2,000,000.00. 
Because 1 farmer screwed up that much money was lost to many 
other farmers. You might wonder why they would tolerate that 
kind of behavior, wouldn’t you?

 If you total the loss to the agriculture economy because of 
this one incident, that is, killing 200 colonies of honey bees, 
the total value is $4,800,000.00…nearly $5 million. That 
figure would, we suspect, get the attention of any government 
official who is worried about the financial condition of his local 
economy.

Of course there’s the loss to the beekeeper, too. Without 
those 200 colonies there is the $30,000.00 replacement cost, 
and $102,000.00 lost in pollination fee income, for a total of 
$132,000.00.

But look at the comparative losses. The real loss to the 
beekeeper, a mere $132,000.00 is less than 3% of the retail 
loss…in science, that’s not a significant figure, and in economics 
that’s a rounding error. In beekeeping, it’s a bankrupt business. 
If you want to put a realworld figure on that, each and every 
one of those 200 colonies ultimately generates...$24,000.00 for 
this nation’s economy. $24,000.00. That is the true value of a 
pollination unit in a professionally run Commercial Beekeeping 
Business. 

As we said, this is a quick estimate, but if you look at it, 
it’s a pretty good estimate. There is a real financial loss…
not only to beekeepers, but to growers, processors, wholesale 
and retail sellers, and ultimately consumers when pesticide 
application regulations are ignored or violated. And more 
importantly, when those regulations are not enforced by those 
responsible.  Unfortunately, there’s nothing left to take to the 
bank.  ❀

The Real Numbers on Pesticide Losses

Beekeepers in New Zealand are 
pleading with pipfruit growers to hold 

off spraying until they’ve removed their 
hives from orchards.

Beekeepers who supply pollination services to growers 
still have thousands of hives in apple orchards.

Normally they are gone by Labour Weekend, leaving 
growers free to spray the trees with carbaryl, an insecticide 
which is used as a crop thinner.

But Tom Taylor of the Pollination Association says 
pipfruit flowering has been running more than a fortnight 
late this year, leaving the bees at risk of being wiped out 
by spray before they’re removed to safety.

He says there are still about 7000 beehives in Hawke’s 
Bay orchards and they may not be able to be removed 
until the end of next week.

Mr Taylor is asking growers to check with beekeepers, 
as well as neighbouring orchardists, to make sure they are 
clear of hives before they start spraying.

Copyright © 2011, Radio New Zealand
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Another clip from the past! We found this among the old Apiary Branch newsletters, a 4-page pamphlet 
(of which this was the first page) that provided information on honey bees, honey and how to use 
honey; a charming little promotional item which was produced by the BCHPA in 1972.
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Eric Stromgren
I'm not new to the BCHPA but I haven't been a particularly active member in the past. 
I've been around bees for a long time (my uncle kept hives as a hobby for as long as 
I can remember) but became active in the industry shortly after John Gibeau opened 
the Honeybee Centre in Surrey. I took one of his basic beekeeping programs, and 
began working for him in 2003. Since then I have started my own small operation, 
although school has tied up the majority of my time. I have been teaching beekeep-
ing courses for several years, and many students of mine are current members in the 
BCHPA. I'm committed to developing beekeeper education programs, which is how 
I became involved with GPRC's Beekeeper Certificate program.
I have been fortunate enough to see a diverse range of hive management strategies 
throughout my relatively few years as a beekeeper, and this has allowed me to de-
velop some contacts throughout our industry. This has very much tempered some of 
my attitudes and opinions, but I find it reinforces others. I write a fair bit for school 
and research; currently I am a PhD candidate at UVIC, studying wildlife ecology 
and forestry. I needed some outlet for what I know and think about bees so I started 
a blog at www.beekeepereric.blogspot.com. Articles about bees and beekeeping are 
truly fun to write!

BCHPA New Executive 

Janice Bobic
I grew up in Burnaby at the foot of Burnaby Mountain, where my Mom and Dad 
had an acre property completely planted in garden, with fruit trees, berries, and veg-
etables; an ideal setting for the honey bees which were then added to the garden. I 
was introduced to the honey bees at the age of 10 months, and photos show my Dad 
holding me up beside the hive.  After I left home and got married, I had three chil-
dren, who are now grown up and married. I worked for the B.C. Government from 
1980 to 2004 in finance and administrative services through several ministries until 
retirement. In retirement, however,  I couldn't just put my feet up and relax. I started a 
small home-based business, making preserves of all kinds with the produce from my 
garden and selling at the local farmers markets. I also decided to bring in honey bees, 
took the beekeeping course at the Honeybee Centre, and started my first hive with the 
original supers my Dad had left in the basement. That year, my fruit trees were very 
abundant, after being pollinated by the bees!    ❀

Butch Richardson
I am 57 years old and the owner/operator of Hilltop Honey in Pritchard B.C. I have 
had bees since the early 1960's. I think I was 7 or 8 when Campbell Jones, one of 
the premier beekeepers in the interior, showed me my first hive. I have been in the 
industry ever since. From having two hives on the balcony of my apartment in down-
town Calgary to 400 hives in pollination. I am currently running 150+ hives in the 
Thompson River area of B.C. for honey production. 
I am married and it looks like my grandchildren will be the ones to be future beekeep-
ers, not my daughters. I usually mentor at least one new beekeeper each year.
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The Beekeeping Chef Cooks with Honey
Chef Ron Rosentreter has 25 years 

experience in the culinary arts from 
small independent food service outlets 
to large international hotel dining.  He 
did his apprenticeship at the Vancouver 
Renaissance Hotel, working under 
Chef Peter Bucher, who he says had a 
big influence on him. Most recently he 
was the chef /owner of a  fine dining 
restaurant in Kamloops called the Nick of 
Thyme. Ron has won numerous medals 
in culinary salons and assisted Team 
B.C. in winning a couple of gold medals 
in the Culinary Olympics in Frankfurt, 
Germany. He was born in Prince George 
and raised in the Lower mainland, and 
is a graduate of Vancouver Community 
College with a B.C. trade certificate. He 
is most proud of being B.C. born, raised 
and trained.

Ron, who now works at the Culinary 
Arts Training Centre at Thompson Rivers 
University in Kamloops, recently invited 
the Kamloops Division of the BCHPA to 
the University campus for their regular 
club meeting.  When asked about this 
invitation Ron admits he bribed them 
with good food. “I work evenings so it 
was hard for me to make it out to the 
meetings, so I got them to come to me.” 
Ron is new to beekeeping and keeps his 
two hives on the roof of the building 
where he teaches. Some of his first crop 
of honey is being used at the University as 
gifts for visiting VIPs, and for inclusion 
in special dishes. “Chefs have always 

used honey in cooking,” he says, “but to 
use your own honey is special.”

When asked how he got into 
beekeeping in the first place, he mentions 
that some friends of his who have hives 
got him interested in having his own. 
Since Thompson Rivers University is 
a school that promotes sustainability, 
he thought being able to use his own 
honey in the work he does seemed like 
a good idea. After taking the beginning 
beekeeping course that the Kamloops 
Division BCHPA puts on every spring, 
he started with the two hives in March.

“My experience so far with the bees 
has been fantastic. It has been very 
inspirational having a new aspect to my 
culinary skills to have the bees, in that I’m 
using food that I have produced myself 
(or more accurately have harvested 
myself). Or maybe it’s that 60,000 to 
90,000 females need me...(smile). I can 
see myself as an old man still keeping 
bees. At this moment it is not widely 
known in the school that I have the bees. 
I have been waiting until I have all my 
'bees' in a row before I say much, but the 
hives are on the roof of our building and 
you can see them from the entrance into 
TRU.”

Ron and his students showcased 
cooking with honey for the Kamloops 
club’s September meeting at the 
University’s Accolades restaurant.  
Members saw sauces flavored with 
natural ingredients and honey, tasted pork 

ribs with a honey glaze, enjoyed soft goat 
cheese topped with dates and honey and 
devoured his homemade ice cream with 
honey as a main ingredient. “We serve 
a Honey Ice Cream in our Accolades 
dining room but I’m keeping that recipe, 
sorry.” All members thoroughly enjoyed 
the evening which was followed by a 
behind the scenes tour of the kitchen and 
food preparation facilities. 

The recipe Ron has shared with us is 
one that the club members enjoyed that 
night, smoked baby back ribs with a 
honey glaze. 
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Ingredients

4 racks baby back ribs (pork), 
lightly smoked
100 ml salt
1 large leek
5 star anise
10 ml chili flakes
10 ml black peppercorns
8 thyme sprigs
1 medium onion, cut into chunks
500 ml carrots, cut into chunks
375 ml honey

250 ml red wine vinegar
cayenne pepper
black pepper
peanuts, toasted and chopped

Smoked Baby Back Ribs

Method
1. Cut each rib into 3-bone pieces 
and place into a large stock pot, then 
cover with water. Add salt and bring 
to a boil over medium heat. Skim all 
the foam that rises and discard.
2. Make a sachet out of the star 
anise, chili flakes, peppercorns and 
thyme sprigs. Rough cut the leek 
using only the white part.
3. Once there is no more foam 
rising, add the sachet, leeks, onions, 
vinegar, carrots and 250 ml of the 
honey. Simmer until the meat is 
tender but not falling off the bone. 
Let meat cool in the liquid.
4. Drain the meat from the liquid 
once it is cooled, discarding any 
silver skin, and dry completely.   
5. Place ribs meat side up on a 
prepared baking sheet. Lightly heat 
the reserved honey, cayenne and 
pepper together and brush the ribs, 
sprinkle on thyme leaves and bake 
in oven until caramelized and shiny. 
Place the cooked ribs with the meat 
side into the chopped peanuts, and 
place very briefly under a broiler to 
heat the peanuts, being very careful 
not to burn them.  
6. Serve and enjoy!

Honey and Spice Glaze

Ingredients
 
Honey 
Cayenne Pepper 
Chili flakes

Method

Mix honey and spice together in 
a small sauce pan and put on low 
heat for a few minutes. Reserve for 
service. Add enough cayenne to 
give a little heat and chili flakes for 
“appearance.”  ❀

*Thanks to Ian Farber for 
contributing text and photos to this 
article, and for bringing Ron to our 
attention!
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by Wayne Neidig, photos by Tamara Leigh
The 2011 Bee A Survivor Educational 

Conference and BC Honey Producers 
Association AGM was opened October 
21st by our President Stan Reist followed 
by the  Minister of Agriculture the 
Honourable Don McRae. 

Early in the afternoon the previous 
day 20 Beekeepers traveled to UBC 
to tour the Foster Labs as organized 
by Jaquie Bunsie. We Thank Leonard 
for this opportunity to see his Lab. On 
Thursday evening there was a well 
attended wine and cheese social where 
old acquaintances were renewed and 
new ones were made.

This year’s AGM saw the election 
of 3 new Executive members to replace 
those of us who completed their term. 
Elected were First Vice-President Eric 

Stromgren (Abbotsford), Second Vice-
President Butch Richardson (Pritchard) 
and Secretary Janice Bobic (Burnaby). 
Welcome.

On Saturday October 22nd the 
BC Bee Breeders Association had a 
breakfast which was well attended and 
speaker Pierre Giovenazzo gave a very 
informative talk on the “Evaluation of the 
Reproductive Characteristics of Honey 
Bee Queens” to those in attendance.

The first educational day commenced 
shortly after 9:00 and many informative 
talks were given by a variety of speakers, 
which incuded Dr. Steve Pernal, Dr. 
Leonard Foster, Janet Brisson, Dr. 
Timothy Lawrence, Susan Cobey, and 
Pierre Giovenazzo. 

The banquet followed at 7:00pm, 
grace was given by Steve Hasiuk and 
a great meal followed. Jennifer Greene 
Garrick organized the silent auction 
which saw lots of bidding wars for 
specific items.

A major auction followed with Blaine 

2011 BCHPA Annual General Meeting

Leonard Foster letting us in on some 
exciting news!

Minister of  Agriculture Don McRae gives 
a speech at the AGM.

President Stan Reist presents Eileen 
McCutcheon with a gift from the 
Association.

2011-2012 BCHPA Executive: Butch Richardson, Stan Reist, Pauline Thompson, Eric 
Stromgren, Janice Bobic, Gerry McKee.

Ralph Jones on business strategy.
George Hansen waxes poetic about his 
bees.
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Hardie auctioning off 4 items, and with Dr. Tim Lawrence 
acting as his spotter; between the two of them it became a 
lively affair! We thank these gentlemen.

The convention committee also wishes to extend their 
sincere thanks to all those who donated to the silent auction and 
the major auction items, and to those who were the successful 
bidders on each item.

The evening concluded with entertainment being provided 
by Blackthorn Band a Celtic Folk Group that played Irish, 
Scottish, English and French Canadian Music. There were 

many who enjoyed the dancing!
On Sunday October 23rd our second educational day 

commenced with Dr. Ramish Sagili, followed by Bob Liptrot, 
Dr. Elizabeth Elle, Dr. Dewey Caron, George Hansen, and once 
again Pierre Giovenazzo. We were fortunate to have such an 
amazing array of talks and those in attendance were glad they 

had made the effort to come and take part. 
The conference had several firsts: all of our speakers were 

introduced by members of the Association, the significant 
others program with exciting outings around the area, the 
honey contest and the breakfast meeting with the BCBBA.

Laurie Hasiuk put together much information into a 
spectacular convention program that is a keepsake. Thank 
you Laurie and thank you to Gordon Tasuk, CEO of Kirk 
Marketing, for printing this wonderful program at no charge to 
our Association.

The Trade Show attracted 20 Distributors from across 
Canada and the United States with virtually everything one 
needs in the honey bee industry. The trade show itself was well 
worth the price of admission alone (actually it was free to all). 
Gerry McKee co-ordinated the vendors and looked after their 
every need.

Thanks to all of the companies who supported us with 
advertising and sponsored the refreshment breaks.

Allen Garr handled our media, and for many days prior to 
the convention I was told by individuals that they had seen 
our advertisement in national magazines, newspapers and on 
television. We were joined by reporters from various papers, 
and there were television interviews with members and trade 
show vendors that aired on the evening news. 

Other Members of our group were Gordon Campbell who 
handled the registration desk, Janice Bobic who located the 
totes we all received, Sharon Lisette who led the way in locating 
the Delta Hotel, and those others that pitched in where required 
were Tricia Carpenter, Laurie Stamm, Matthew Thomas, and 
Rena Dumas. We the BCHPA Membership thank you all 
for your contribution no matter how big or small, you made 

Doug and Eileen McCutcheon accepting a gift for all their hard 
work on the history book.

Honey competition entries.

Maximize Spring Build-up 
and Colony Health

   Learn more at  www.globalpatties.com
    and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free

    or email  mike@globalpatties.com 
Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease 

GLOBAL PATTIES

Feed ready-made patties from

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate 
for good build-up and large honey crops.  

Feed patties to ensure colony health, 
fast build-up and maximum production.
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by Kent Bubbs Jr.
During 15 years of civil war and displacement in Liberia, 

West Africa, activities requiring stability, such as agriculture, 
were impossible to maintain and farming virtually stopped in 
Liberia for almost two decades. As a consequence, most agri-
cultural products currently sold domestically are imported.

The Liberian workforce is equally damaged.  The 15 year 
education gap experienced by most Liberian youth has created 
a significant gap of skilled workers in all sectors. The agri-
cultural sector, previously the largest employer in Liberia, is 
currently suffering a labor shortage and unfortunately young 
adults are not attracted to the slow pace and low income gener-
ated within this sector. 

Universal Outreach Foundation (UOF), a BC based orga-
nization, in partnership with West Africa Initiative of Liberia 
(WAIOL) is trying to change this by educating the local farm-
ers in the art of beekeeping. The integration of beekeeping ven-
tures will serve as an added source of income, and has potential 
to double the yearly income for a farmer. This would have a 
significant financial impact on not only the farmer, but on the 
communities that they live in.   

Currently, 125 beekeepers are engaged in active and sustain-
able beekeeping while others have abandoned their beehives, 
due to the lack of ongoing technical support. 

Presently WAIOL is training 60 new beekeepers in Bomi, 
Montserrado and Grand Bassa Counties. Liberia has great po-
tential for beekeeping, therefore the beekeepers/farmers of Li-
beria need to be educated and trained in order to enhance their 
productivity and improve their products, to meet both national 
and international market standards.

  The Geographical features and green vegetation with an 
abundance of flowering trees have made Liberia an ideal lo-
cation for a sustainable beekeeping venture. The WAIOL pro-
gram is designed to reactivate the beekeeping sector of Liberia, 
empower beekeepers to increase the volume and improve the 
quality of honey to meet market standards. In order to achieve 
this objective, three major activities are needed to be imple-
mented simultaneously. 

1.) Beehives Rehabilitation
2.) Replication of Beekeeping Technologies in new Com-

munities

3.) Ongoing technical support for farmers/beekeepers

Program Targets: 

Universal Outreach Foundation is a family run foundation 
founded by Kent and Gerry Bubbs of West Vancouver, Brit-
ish Columbia.  The foundation started in 2003, shortly after 
the Bubbs retired. This entrepreneurial couple started the foun-
dation with the intention to help vulnerable and impoverished 
children gain access to an education.

Since 2003 Universal Outreach Foundation has touched the 
lives of thousands of children in Honduras, Central America, 
Burundi, Africa and Liberia, West Africa.  By focusing on chil-
dren as well as the communities they live in, UOF has been 
able to ensure supports are in place so children have the time to 
go to school and the access to physically get there.  This aspect 
of our work includes partnerships in infrastructure, community 
projects and economic development.

In Canada, UOF meets with school groups, clubs and in-
dividuals to create an awareness of developing countries and 
global issues. Our aim is to help the children and adults of the 
western world understand the struggles faced by those less for-
tunate. We believe that by manifesting compassion in children 
and adults we have the ability to change the world generation 
by generation. 

For more information about Universal Outreach Founda-
tion please visit our web site at www.universaloutreachfounda-
tion.org or email Kent Bubbs Jr. at kentbubbsjr@gmail.com 

Editor's note: it was through Kent that we heard about Lucy, 
whose story is on the next page. His family's organization works 
with the group that Lucy helped to create.

BC Based Foundation to Train and Support 
Beekeepers in Liberia

Kent Bubbs Junior and Senior.

Kent Bubbs and children in Liberia
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by Lucy Bondo
Women empowering women organization (WOEWO) is an 

all female organization engaged in sustainable beekeeping in 
Liberia.  WOEWO was established on November 22, 2009 on 
the campus of the E.J. Goodridge High School in Monrovia, 
Liberia where it still holds its monthly meetings.The mission 
of WOEWO is to encourage more women and girls participa-
tion in sustainable beekeeping as a means of income produc-
tion.WOEWO’s vision is to ensure that each of its twenty-five 
members will have five functioning hives in five years – the 
25-5-5 vision.The main goal of WOEWO is to bring as many 
women as possible into the art and practice of bee rearing.  In 
so doing, the hope is for the following:

1. Create awareness amongst the women of the need and 
importance of beekeeping.

2. Introduce and encourage beekeeping as a livelihood for 
self-employment, especially for women.

3. Adopt appropriate bee rearing practices in an attempt to 
increase agricultural yield through increased pollination by 
bees.

4. To produce, package and sell organic honey and other bee 
products on the Liberian market as well as the export market.

WOEWO was originally formed in 2009 by a group of 
women interested  and knowledgeable in beekeeping.  This 
small group decided that beekeeping should become part of 
the national poverty reduction strategy by providing alternative 
income, especially to women.  These women, mostly older, 
decided as well that younger girls (aged 15 – 25) could benefit 

from learning the 
art of bee rearing 
and ensuing busi-
ness options.The 
group has grown 
to a membership 
of twenty-five 
women and girls 
who meet monthly.  
The group current-
ly tends five hives 
in the Johnsonville 
area of Monrovia, 
Liberia.  With a 
mission to pro-
vide a livelihood 
to women, adopt 
appropriate best 
practices in bee 
husbandry in 
order to build a 
sustainable mar-
ket for honey and 
bee by-products, 
WOEWO has 

become much 
more than a group 
of apiarists.The 
elder women, 
with more knowl-
edge including 
trade, business, 
and management, 
are teaching the 
younger women in 
not only the care 
and management 
of the hives, but 
the interrelated 
skills of gardening, 
business and finan-
cial management.
WOEWO pro-
vides microloans 
to its members, 
structures much 
like the tradition-
al susuclub, with 
monthly payments 
and interest.  The 
women and girls 
practice financial 
management and 
are accountable to each other, thereby providing a stable pay-
back structure.  Besides honey, many have a market, whether 
in produce or other goods, and can both benefit themselves 
from such micro-loans, but also teach each others in the pro-
cess.The organization is currently planning on how to expand 
the number of hives tended in the near future as well as looking 
at possible options for other income producing activities. ❀

Editor’s note: we will be hearing more from Lucy and her 
group as their project progresses. If you are interested in sup-
porting Lucy’s group contact tontact Kent at kentbubbsjr@
gmail.com.

Women Empowering Women Organization 
A Profile of a Women’s Beekeeping Group in Liberia
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Ask the Buzzers...

Q:    I want to get started in beekeeping next year.  What 
advice do you have for me?

Signed B.B.

A:  Wow! This is a super big question.  Starting out with 
honey bees is not as simple as buying a hive  of bees and put-
ting them out in your yard, and then waiting for the honey to 
come in.  I would  strongly advise you to enroll in an Intro-
ductory Beekeeping course where you will learn such things 
as: where to place your hive, how to care for your bees, and 
how to get the honey.  If no such course is offered in your area, 
then contact the BCHPA (www.bcbeekeepers.com), Ministry of 
Agriculture (http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/apiculture/), your area's 
Bee Inspector, or a local  beekeeper. All of the above have 
both resources and valuable information to help you in getting  
started.

Q:  I am a new beekeeper. What do I need to do to help my 
bees survive the winter?

Signed J.G.

A:   Overwintering bees presents some challenges for the 
beekeeper and the bees.  The beekeeper must consider some 
very basic needs of the bees: winter honey stores, healthy 
queens, and healthy bees. First, one major cause of winter loss 
is starvation. The bees must have sufficient stores to survive the 
winter (1 to 1 ½ supers of honey depending on the severity of 
winters in your area.) Also needed is a queenright colony, pref-
erably with a young queen. Last and not the least important is 
healthy bees that have not been subjected to disease or pests.

Q:    I have seen tar paper wraps, cardboard sleeves, styro-
foam boards, and homemade blankets wrapped around the over-
wintering bee hives.  What do you recommend?
 Signed H.S.

A:   Wrapping your bees for winter has two basic purposes: 
one, preventing cold winter winds, snow and rain from getting 
in through openings in your equipment, and two, slowing down 
rapid temperature fluctuations, for example Chinook conditions 

that cause bees to break the 
cluster, and then are unable to 
re-cluster quickly enough as the temperature drops. Bees can 
survive very cold temperatures but cannot compensate very 
well for sudden temperature changes.  To wrap or not to wrap, 
and with what, depends a great deal on where you live and what 
type of winter you expect to encounter.  ❀

with Lance Cuthill, retired Bee Inspector 

This column is a place where all beekeepers are encouraged to both ask ques-
tions and give answers.  It has been said that if you ask three beekeepers a ques-
tion, you will get four different answers, so readers will have to take answers 
under careful consideration. Beekeepers are encouraged to respond to answers 
when their thoughts may differ.

Please send questions and responses to the editor at BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com. 
Names will not be printed in order to protect the innocent.

Tel: 778-990-2176
E-mail: info@urbanbeesupplies.ca
Web: www.urbanbeesupplies.ca

Beekeeping supplies and education for the urban beekeeper

Pick-up locations:

Abbotsford, Burnaby, Richmond, 

Tsawwassen, Vancouver and Whistler

We Ship 
Everywhere!

GloryBee
Beekeeping Supplies

GloryBee carries a wide selection of beekeeping 

supplies for everyone from the hobbyist 

beekeeper to the professional.

Shop with us online.

Equipment  ◆  Tools  ◆  Containers 

Books  ◆  Gifts  ◆  HoneyStix  ◆  Royal Jelly 

Bee Pollen  ◆  Propolis

Family Owned & Operated since 1975

www.GloryBeeFoods.com  • (800) 456-7923
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by Pierre Giovenazzo

In September 2008, Quebec provincial 
bee inspectors found SHB infested hives 
in a region located near the Quebec-
USA border. The initial survey found 
6 different infested beeyards in this 
isolated region, and different stages of 
the SHB life-cycle were observed (eggs, 
larvae, and adults) in one of the beeyards. 
Genomic analysis of SHB sampled 
from invasion sites has identified USA 
haplotype. This information suggested a 
northern expansion of SHB populations 
from the USA. Our provincial animal 
health division asked our research 
team (Centre de recherche en sciences 
animales de Deschambault, CRSAD) to 
investigate this new problem. The aims 
of our work were to monitor the SHB 
invasion, to verify their wintering capacity and to check if they 
can complete their life cycle during our beekeeping season.

At the beginning of July 2009, the CRSAD team placed 40 
sentinel hives in seven different sites along the Quebec-USA 
border. The sentinel hives were made from 2 frames of brood 
and bees, plus one honey-filled frame placed in a standard 
Langstroth hive. Sentinel sites were visited at three week 
intervals until November 2009 and were thoroughly inspected 
for the presence of SHB.

The first adult beetles were found in two of the sentinel 
beeyards closest to the USA border. Beetles were found 
running on the bottom board, on the frames and hidden in the 
corrugated Coroplast™ traps. From then on, adult SHB were 
repeatedly found in these two sentinel yards but their numbers 
remained low. We did not find any sign of reproduction (no 
eggs and no larvae) in the infected sentinel hives during the 
2009 survey period.

We also visited some USA beeyards near the USA-Canada 
border and visually inspected hives present there. We found 
SHB infestation in all of the USA beeyards visited. The owner 
of these hives informed us that they were brought there from 
the states of Florida and Virginia at the beginning of July. All 
life stages of the SHB were found in these USA beeyards with 
the highest infestations detected in abandoned hive boxes and 
weak hives. One of these SHB infected USA beeyards was 
about 1 km from two of our sentinels, through a deforested 
power line zone crossing the Canada-USA border. We propose 
that the beetles are brought near the Canadian border from 
southern regions of the USA via transportation of beetle 
infested colonies. This beekeeper assisted movement of SHB 
infested colonies in June and July causes yearly infestations of 
Canadian hives near the border.

Since May 2009, the CRSAD team has been checking 
all beekeeper operated hives in a 20 km radius surrounding 
SHB positive beeyards identified in the fall of 2008. Over 250 

colonies are examined each year for the 
presence of SHB. In all of the inspected 
beekeeper operated colonies we found 
only one colony (in August 2010) with 
one adult SHB.

Since 2009, two SHB positive sentinel 
sites have been maintained for research 
purposes. During the 2010-2011 outdoor 
wintering of these sentinel hives, we 
have found that adult SHB are capable 
of wintering with colonies and thrive the 
following spring. This confirms results 
from other researchers that have reported 
survival of SHB in winter clusters of 
overwintering bees.

We are still studying and monitoring 
the SHB occurrence in southern Quebec. 
Although monitoring suggests that the 
numbers of SHB remain low at this 
location and that the infestation is not 

spreading to nearby locations, we think that SHB may succeed 
in establishing a population in southern Quebec within a few 
years.  ❀

Carrying a full line of beekeeping
equipment from several manufacturers:
• Dadant & Sons Ltd. • Cook & Beals
• Mann Lake Supplies • Dakota Gunness
• Walter T. Kelley • Medivet • Maxant
• Perma-Dent Foundation • Pierco
• Cowen Manufacturing Co. Inc.
• Plus many more!

Whatever your requirements we would
be glad to help. Quality products for
the beekeeping industry, including:
• Beekeeping Tools • Woodenware
• Package Bees and Queens • Novelties
• Queen Rearing Supplies • Foundation
• Honey Containers • Beekeepers Apparel
• Extracting Equipment • Medication &
  Chemicals.

Proudly Owned by
Canadian Beekeepers

Alberta Honey Producers Co-Operative Ltd.
Box 3909 70 Alberta Avenue Spruce Grove, AB T7X 3B1

Tel (780) 962-5667   Fax (780) 962-1653

e-mail: djohnston@beemaid.com

Visit our website: www.beemaidbeestore.com

Small Hive Beetle Report for 
South-eastern Canada
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Materials and Instructions for Making 
Dipping Sticks:

All you need is a hard wood dowel 
from the hardware store that is 1/2” in 
diameter, a table saw, a belt sander, and 
a wooden bar to hold a series of these 
dipping sticks. Use caution on the table 
saw because these pieces are relatively 
small and it is very easy to cut yourself, 

or have pieces of wood fly up at your 
face. Use appropriate safety precautions! 
If you cut “chips” they will shoot out 
at you easily, so use a piece of tin or 
something to make a shield, and use 
a chop saw or better yet a band saw to 
make these pieces so that they fly away 
from you and not right at you, as might 
happen with a table saw.

This part of the project should only 
be attempted by someone who has 
experience with these tools and who 
is comfortable in operating them. If 
you are interested in building these 
sticks but don’t have the tool savvy, 
find someone you know who can help 
you. It is a quick and simple process 
for someone who has the proper skills.

Builder’s Corner: Dipping Bars for Beeswax Queen Cell Cups

Figure 1: First cut however many sticks you want to make by 
cross cutting them to about 4” long. I made a series of 12 but 
a good idea would be to make however many you can fit into 
your wax pot or how many you want on your cell bars.

Figure 2:  Next, I cut a shoulder into the sticks, by setting the 
table saw very low, so that it sticks out of the table only about 
1/32 of an inch. Take a pencil and mark the high spot of the 
blade on the table perpendicular to the blade. This is where all 
the cutting will take place for the shoulder. So, take a stick and 
roll it over the blade at this spot, and USE CAUTION! Don’t 
put your fingers too close. 

  by Ian Bissonnette
A few weeks ago we were fortunate to be able to attend the 

BCHPA’s AGM in Richmond. It was a great pleasure to finally 
meet many of the members that we have been reading about and 
talking to for years, and to take in the outstanding presentations 
during the educational days. A number of North America’s 
top bee researchers were there, and one point that came up 
repeatedly was that we are still not sure what is causing high 
bee mortality. We know it is occurring, we know by how much, 
and we also know what stresses have been added in the past 
two decades, namely: mites, pesticides, new viruses, Nosema, 
increased transportation of colonies, monocultures; there are 
more. These are difficult things to change. Also repeatedly 
mentioned was the poor acceptance and longevity of queens. 
Some commercial beekeepers are moving to re-queen twice a 
year! One item that has not been discussed is  the widespread 
use of plastic queen cell cups in queen rearing. 

I have no hard data which suggests that using plastic queen 
cell cups has any effect on queens, and I love them - they are 
cheap, quick, solid, and streamlined with many systems. I don’t 
have the resources to perform the necessary tests required, but I 
do see these cups as an easy thing to change. 

We all know bees prefer wax foundation to plastic. Given 
the choice they will always go to the wax foundation first, so 
why use plastic in rearing queens were there is no time for any 
delay? 

I became interested in making the beeswax queen cell cups 
that are mentioned in a few of the great beekeeping books. 
“The Hive and The Honey Bee” has a couple of pictures of 
beeswax cell cups, and “Contemporary Queen Rearing” goes 
into length about how to dip the cups on a small or large scale, 
but I have yet to read how to actually make the dipping sticks. 
So last winter I took a day  to make these sticks, and dipped 
about 300 cups. I found them to work well for queen rearing 
this past season. Again I can’t prove that they are better than 
plastic, but I was very happy with the outcome of my cells and 
queens.

The dipping process is simple. You heat some wax carefully, 
just to the melting point, and soak the sticks in water with a 
drop of soap for a release agent. Then shake or dab off excess 
water, and dip the sticks about 1/4 to 3/8” into the wax and 
remove. Let cool for a second and dip again, slightly lower on 
the sticks this time in order to have a very thin edge on them. 
Repeat the dipping three or four times, cool in some water, and 
remove the cups from the sticks. Then you need to attach all 
the cups to a wooden bar with  more wax, so they are ready to 
insert into a hive. I pulled all the cups off by hand, rinsed them 
in a bit of water, and mounted them onto 1/8 x 3/4 x 3/4” chips 
of wood with a dab of wax. The chips were first mounted to a 
bar with a dab of wax. This way they are easy to remove and 
have a solid bottom for handling. 
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Figure 3: Take the same stick and draw 
it back and forth across the blade while 
rolling it perpendicular to the blade. This 
goes against how you would usually 
use the blade, but because we are only 
cutting 1/32, a sharp blade will easily cut 
the wood out. This creates a stick with 
one diameter of 1/2” and the other about 
1/16 smaller, with a nice shoulder that 
gives the correct depth when dipping the 
sticks. It is not necessary to get the new 
smaller side perfectly round, as some 
squared sides actually help hold it in the 
bar. Repeat for however many sticks you 
are making.

Figure 4:  Finished shoulder.

Figure 5:  Next, clamp a piece of wood 
along the fence so that you can put the 
blade right up next to it, and cut a ring 
around the tips of the sticks so that 
they are down to about 3/8”. This cut is 
similar to the first part of the shoulder cut 
and gives us a adepth to go down to, to 
create a tapper on tip. I don’t know if the 
tapper is necessary but it is pretty easy 
and “Contemporary Queen Rearing” 
states that it makes removal of the wax 
easier. Also, mark the sticks at 1 3/8”, 
this is the zero mark for the tapper.

Figure 6:  Then I turned over a belt 
sander and twirled the shaft of the stick 
over the belt cutting the wood from the 
cut tip up to the zero mark. 

Figure 7:  This is all harder to write about 
than to actually perform, as long as you 
keep your fingers out of the way. Once 
the tapper is adequately smoothed in, it is 
a simple matter to twist the tip along the 
belt to create a nice rounded bald head 
shape. A quick touch up with smooth 
sand paper and you’re done.

Figure 8:  Cut a 1” x 1 1/2” bar about 30” 
long. Drill a series of perpendicular holes 
3/4” apart along this bar, the diameter 
should match the smaller shoulder end of 
your sticks and be close to 3/8”. It is a 
good idea to get these holes as straight 
up and down as possible, and a drill press 
would be great, but I just pushed my drill 
against a suitable wall with a flat floor or 
bench under it to keep it straight. Insert 
the sticks and you’re done! If your sticks 
are loose and you plan to put undue stress 
on them, you can glue them in or drill a 
small hole through the smaller shaft to 
keep them from falling out. 

Figure 11:
Cells removed from 
bar and ready to go.

Figure 9:  Finished cups.

Figure 10:  
Finished cells.
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ARMSTRONG APIARIES
James Macdonald
250-546-3237
jamesmacdonald@telus.net
Q N 

ASHCROFT HONEY 
Joe & Marguerite Lomond
250-373-2540
marglomond@gmail.com 
Q N

BARRY BEADMAN
barry&diane@telus.net
Oliver
250-498-3153
Q N

BARRY’S BEES 
Barry Denluck 
North Pender Island
bees@dencor.ca
250-598-1159
Q N P

BEE HAVEN FARM
Steve & Gail Mitchell
Duncan
beehaven@shaw.ca
250-746-9916 
Q N P
 
BEES ‘N’ GLASS
Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
Lake Cowichan
lindahls@shaw.ca
250-749-3800
Q N P S

FLOWER POWER APIARIES
Michael McLennan
Grand Forks
mdmclennan@gmail.com 
250-442-2933
N P B

SFLYING DUTCHMAN
Stan & Cheryl Reist
Nanaimo
flydutch@telus.net
250-390-2313 
Q N P 

GOLDEN EARS APIARIES 
Jean-Marc LeDorze
Mission
jmcshipley@shaw.ca
604-820-6924 
Q N C P

HEATHER HIGO
Langley
heather.higo@gmail.com
604-532-6904
Q N
   
HONEYBEE CENTRE
John Gibeau 
Surrey
info@honeybeecentre.com
604-575-2337
Q N P 

JINGLEPOT APIARIES
Sol Nowitz 
Nanaimo
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
250-753-9619
Q N P 
 
JOHN GATES
Armstrong
johngates@telus.net
250-546-6212
Q N C
   
KETTLE VALLEY QUEENS
Elizabeth Huxter
Grand Forks 
lizandterry@gmail.com 
250-442-5204 
Q N

British Columbia Bee Breeders Association

• B = Bulk Bees
• Q=Queens  

• P = Packages
• C = Queen Cells  

• N = Nucs  
• S = Shook Swarm

NEIDIG APIARIES
Wayne Neidig
Delta
wayneneidig@hotmail.com
604-591-1385
Q 

ROD JO MOODY APIARIES
Rodney & Jo Moody
Cowichan Bay 
rodjo@telus.net 
250-743-1939 
Q

SALISH SEA BEES
Brenda Jager
Gabriola Island
bzbees@telus.net
250-755-5834
Q C
   
SILVER STAR APIARIES
Richard Springborn 
Vernon
rspringborn@telus.net
250-379-2567
N 

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES 
Blair & Cheryl Tarves
Cawston
250-499-2555 
Q N

TUGWELL CREEK HONEY FARM & 
MEADERY
Bob Liptrot
Sooke
info@tugwellcreekfarm.com
250-642-1956
Q N
   
VAN ISLE APIARIES 
AND BEE PRODUCTS   
Grant Stringer
Saanichton
250-652-9834             
vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Q N B
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A new certificate program at GPRC Fairview will be the first 
beekeeping vocational program in Canada for the education and 
training of commercial beekeepers. The program, which is now 
filling spaces for a January 2012 launch, will prepare students 
for employment as apiary assistants and field supervisors 
with commercial beekeeping operations, technicians with 
government agriculture departments and self-employment as 
beekeepers.

Previously, a beekeeping course was offered at Fairview 
College, and a total of 271 graduates completed the program 
between 1981 and 1999. Industry interest and support for the 
renewal of a beekeeping program has provided this opportunity 
for GPRC to develop a program which will meet the future 
needs of industry and international growth in the bee/honey 
industry. The program is welcomed by industry and researchers 
alike.

“The program will provide needed training for those 
wishing to pursue a career in this industry and will provide an 
avenue for a new generation of producers to enter the industry,” 
says Steve Pernal, Officer-in-Charge and Research Scientist 
at Beaverlodge Research Farm. “Together with the recently 
announced National Honey Bee Diagnostic Laboratory located 
in Beaverlodge, and building on existing cooperation with 
Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada, GPRC is positioning itself as 
a leading player in training and applied research for the honey 
bee industry.”

Rodrigo Mendez, the northwest region representative 
for Alberta Beekeepers, agrees. “The Alberta Beekeepers 
Commission is looking forward to the new crops of beekeepers 
trained by GPRC Fairview. The beekeeping industry in 
Alberta and Canada has lacked the ability to formally train 
new beekeepers for many years,” says Mendez. “This is a 
rapidly evolving industry and having this course will give 
the opportunity for new people with different backgrounds to 
enter this vibrant industry with new ideas and points of view. 
This course will re-invigorate the industry and keep Alberta 
Beekeepers at the forefront of beekeeping.”

Alberta is the third-largest honey producer in North 
America, with an estimated $20 million annual contribution 
to the economy. The Peace Region, long known for its honey 
production, is quickly becoming an important knowledge and 
research base in the field of apiculture. International attention 
on the issue of bee populations is escalating, and there is an 
urgency to mitigate the negative impact of colony collapse 
on world food production. “No bees – we don’t eat,” as the 
researchers put it.

“The launch of the Commercial Beekeeping Certificate 
Program by GPRC is a significant step forward in the 
development of a successful and sustainable bee, honey and 
pollination industry in Canada. Canadian beekeepers will be 
the recipients of a more knowledgeable workforce to address 
the many concerns the industry is now facing,” according to 
Corey Bacon, Chair of the Canadian Honey Council.

“This program not only fills a clearly established need in 
North America and beyond, but it adds a key component to 
the work in bee research and diagnostics which is now being 
initiated in our region,” says Don Gnatiuk, GPRC President 
and CEO. “I believe that GPRC, through our partnership 
with Agriculture and Agri-Foods Canada and the beekeeping 
industry in Alberta, is poised to establish an apiculture centre 
of excellence which will be respected throughout the world.”

For more information about the Commercial beekeeping 
Certificate program at GPRC, contact Chris Laue, Dean of 
Trades, Agriculture and Environment, or visit gprc.ab.ca/
programs.  ❀

Ross Rounds, Inc.

Round comb section
equipment and

Sundance pollen traps.
Contact your dealer for supplies.

PO Box 11583 • Albany NY 12211-0583
T: 1-518-370-4989 • F: 1-518-381-6370

www.rossrounds.com

Van Isle Apiaries 
and Bee Products

Grant Stringer 
email: vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca

Tel 250-652-9834 Fax 250-665-6121
8183 Alec Rd, Saanichton, BC V8M 1S3

NUCS • QUEENS 
PACKAGES

K e t t l e  V a l l e y  Q u e e n s

4880 WELL ROAD • GRAND FORKS, B.C. V0H 1H5

Queens ~ April - September            Nucs ~ April - June
Elizabeth & Terry Huxter  (250) 442-5204   Email: lizandterry@gmail.com

Breeding sustainable stock today for a brighter future

Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing

Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill
Box 100  Phone: 306-725-4820
Bulyea, Saskatchewan  Fax: 306-725-3193
SOG 0L0  www.lambacres.ca

Parmak solar fencers reconstruction

New Commercial Beekeeping Program at Fairview College
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It is with great sadness 
that we say good-bye to our 
beloved Trudi, wife, daugh-
ter, sister, aunt, and recently, 

great-aunt. Trudi is survived by 
her husband Ron, step-daughter 

Laura, mother Verna, sister 
Josie (Rich), brother Wes 

(Jeanne), niece Erin 
(James) and Nephews, 
Tyler (Heather), Mark, 
Troy, Darcy, great 

nephews Emmett 
and Keaton. 
Trudi is pre-
deceased by her 
father, Joseph.

Trudi’s passion 
for life was evi-
dent in everything 
she did. She was 

an accomplished Pastry Chef. Her entrepreneurial spirit led her 
to many other endeavours in life; to quote her; "bookkeeping, 
beekeeping, candlestick-making."

She was a wonderful host and cook and everyone was al-
ways welcome in her home. Trudi loved her cats. She loved to 
cross stitch and garden. Motorcycle trips and fishing for trout 
with Ron were her favourite recreational activities. Undoubt-
edly, her claim to fame was her love of the colour purple. She 
wore purple every day of her life from the age of 14.

Ron and Trudi, along with a few other familiar BCHPA fac-
es (Ian Farber, Joe and Marg Lomond, Brenda Jager and Diane 
Dunaway, etc.) took the Bee Masters Short Course together 
back in 2001. Trudi was a very sweet woman, she somehow 
found time during the course to bake everyone a delicious cake 
for coffee break one day. She was always happy and easy go-
ing. When asked how things were going, she always answered; 
“Great!” 

Trudi served as Secretary/Treasurer for the BCHPA at the 
turn of the millennium. It was shortly after Trudi's term that 
the Association realized that the two positions needed to be 
separated, as the workload wasn't realistic for one person to 
perform. In hindsight Trudi was incredibly dedicated and brave 
to have taken on such a commitment, especially given that she 
had a full time day job in addition to growing her Purple Gold 
Apiaries business with husband and partner Ron.

Ron and Trudi did a fabulous job developing their beekeep-
ing and retail business. They brought all things 'bee' to their at-
tractive Purple Gold Apiaries displays at the Tsawwassen Ferry 
Terminal Market, the Lonsdale Quay Market, Granville Island 
and all the way up to Whistler. Trudi could usually be found 
behind the table, clad in purple head-to-toe with a big smile 
on her face!

As with many beekeeping outfits of late, both Ron and Trudi 
supported their passion with work outside of the industry. Tru-
di's last days were spent as General Manager of The Fort Wine 
Company in Langley where she was well liked and is sorely 
missed.  Her life was shortened by cancer but it was a life well 
lived. She will be dearly missed by family, friends, and work 
associates.  ❀

In Memory of Trudi Jean Simonson (née Todosychuk)
December 23, 1966 - August 31, 2011

In Memory of Cameron Hill Grant
Cam passed away quietly at the age of 71 on October 28th, 2011 after suffering for 5 years 

with cancer.
He was born and raised in Abbotsford, and he moved to Coquitlam 42 years ago with his 

wife Della.
Cam was a long time employee of BC Hydro Gas prior to retiring. Cam was also an avid 

beekeeper and a long time member of the Surrey Beekeepers Association. Within this orga-
nization he held positions on the executive until he became ill.

Cam will be sincerely missed by his friends in the beekeeping community as well as by 
his wife and family.  ❀
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by Jeff Lee

My wife Amanda and I are new 
beekeepers who were enticed into 
the romance of keeping hives by Bill 
Parchomchuk, a friend and commercial 
beekeeper in Kelowna. This spring 
we took the provincial Ministry of 
Agriculture’s basic beekeeping course, 
and in May put up our first two hives, 
housed on the south-facing second 
floor balcony of our garage in New 
Westminster.

Like dry sponges in a rainstorm we 
sucked up vast amounts of information 
from magazines and other beekeepers, 
making a few major and a lot of minor 
mistakes along the way. So it was with 
tremendous interest that we signed up for 
the B.C. Honey Producers’ Association 
conference, held Oct. 20-23 at the Delta 
Hotel Vancouver Airport in Richmond. 
What better way to find out what’s going 
on in the industry than to rub shoulders 
with experienced beekeepers, genetic 
scientists, bee breeders and suppliers? 
I won’t recount all the scientific 
information that emerged during the 
conference, but let me tell you what 
that conference turned out to be from a 
novice beekeeper’s point of view.

On the Thursday afternoon Amanda 
and I joined a group of other beekeepers 
on a tour of Leonard Foster’s lab at UBC 
and saw the spectacular progress his 
team is making in identifying hygienic 
behaviour in bees. On Saturday both 
Foster and Stephen Pernal, a research 
scientist at Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada’s Beaverlodge facility, gave 
lectures on APIS and its subsequent 
breeding study, with Pernal also dealing 
specifically with one particular disease, 
Nosema ceranae.

I spent Friday at the BCHPA business 
meeting, which gave me a good 
grounding on the state of the industry in 
B.C. and the challenges beekeepers face 
regionally. I found it astonishing what a 
very small group of dedicated volunteers 
could do, and wished that more people 
in the association would stick their hands 
up. Give me some time and I will join 
them.

The next two days could best be 
described as the equivalent of cramming 
for back-to-back science exams. I now 

know more than I could possibly want on 
the prevalence and problems of Nosema, 
the effects of pollen quality on honey bee 
physiology, and the role of nutrition in 
honey bee health.

Want to know what researchers in 
Quebec found when they looked into 
why queens tend to be less fertile as time 
goes on? Or how they conducted a study 
to help them decide that the small hive 
beetle could potentially establish itself in 
Canada? Or what they found was the best 
combination of treatment against Varroa 
destructor? For this, you should have sat 
through the engaging lectures of Pierre 
Giovenazzo, a Laval University biology 
teacher and researcher in apiculture.

Sue Cobey delivered lessons about the 
complexities that are leading to a world 
decline in bee diversity. Cobey kept the 
audience spellbound with stories of how 
she obtained drone sperm from Slovenia 
and remote locations in Georgia in the 
hopes of boosting the honey bee gene 
pool in North America. Her husband, Tim 
Lawrence, gave a talk about the human 
dimensions of CCD, presenting evidence 
that human beings themselves, in our 
beekeeping management and modern 
agricultural practices, have created an 

environment which has impacted the 
survivability of honey bees.

I can’t cover in this one article all 
the subjects of all the speakers of the 
conference. But it wasn’t all science.

If you wanted a historical grounding 
in mead, from the earliest days to what’s 
new now, Bob Liptrot of Tugwell Creek 
Honey Farm and Meadery entertained 
us with stories and facts about the drink. 
His passion for the craft is obvious and 
knowledge of the development of the 
drink thorough.

George Hansen of Foothills Honey 
Co. explained how he runs a 5,000 
colony commercial pollination service 
out of Colton, Oregon, and the military 
precision it takes to keep the hives healthy 
and productive. We’ve got our hands full 
learning with two; I can’t imagine what 
it takes to take care of 5,000.

My wife and I were particularly 
interested to listen to Janet Brisson, of 
Country Rubes Farms in Grass Valley, 
California. She is a devotee of both 
screened bottom boards and dusting with 
icing sugar to keep down mite levels. 
Her down-to-earth advice was a good 
reinforcement; we had already started 
our hives with both SBBs and sugar 
dusting.

We didn’t have a great production this 
year, just 30 pounds from one hive. So it 
was with a lot of trepidation that Amanda 
entered the honey contest with three 
precious pounds. More than anything 
she wanted the feedback on her dark 
amber honey. She was therefore stunned 
when she picked up second place in her 
category.

I spent a lot of time in the trade show 
next door, picking up ideas and advice. 
At the end of the conference I took 
home one of Propolis Etc’s new hives, 
screened bottom board and cover, and a 
box of Global Patties.

For us, it was a conference packed 
with a wealth of clearly understandable 
information. We’ll be putting a lot of that 
to use in coming years, I am sure.

Jeff Lee is a civic affairs reporter with 
The Vancouver Sun. He and his wife 
Amanda also write a newbie’s blog on 
beekeeping, www.honeybeezen.com. Jeff 
can be reached at jeff@honeybeezen.com. 

The 2011 AGM and Convention: A Newcomer’s Perspective

Jeff  and his new bees.
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by Abdullah Ibrahim 
and Andony Melathopoulos
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
Beaverlodge, Alberta

Methods of Application:
Acetic acid fumigation is widely rec-

ommended for the disinfection of comb 
and hive equipment contaminated with 
the honey bee pathogen Nosema apis 
and Nosema ceranae. Although this 
treatment has been recommended since 
the late 1950s, there remains some varia-
tion in the method of application (Table 
1). In spite of variation, all methods in-
volve fumigating boxes of honey bee 
brood frames from a reservoir of liquid 
concentrated acetic acid (~100 ml per 
brood chamber) situated above the fumi-
gated combs. An empty brood chamber 
is always placed on top of the fumigated 
stack, presumably to facilitate the evapo-
ration of the liquid acid. These stacks are 
typically sealed with a telescoping lid. 

There are some important trends that 
emerge from studies that have been con-
ducted with this method to date. First 

is that acetic acid may have difficulties 
turning to a vapour at low temperatures, 
and that efficacy is predicated on the 
liquid evaporating fully within a period 

less than a week.  The study by de Ruiter 
and van der Steen (1989) suggest that at 
lower temperatures an absorbent mate-
rial may facilitate evaporation. Our work 

Review of Acetic Acid Fumigation for the Disinfection of 
Nosema Contaminated Honey Bee Equipment

Table 1. Review of studies evaluating acetic acid to disinfect comb of Nosema sp.
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suggests that this may be overcome by raising the temperature. 
Beekeepers using a similar technique to the one we tested ob-
served that most of the acetic acid evaporated within 3d as tem-
peratures approached 40°C.  

Figure 1 describes the technique tested at the Beaverlodge 
Research Farm in more detail. The fumigation took place in a 
thermostatically controlled building with two electric heaters 
were set to maintain a nominal temperature of 30 °C over the 
fumigation period (A). We assembled vertical stacks of four 
brood chambers, whose interfaces were sealed with duct tape. 
A reservoir of 480 mL of 80% (v/v) acetic acid in styrofoam 
pan was placed on the top bars of the uppermost box (B) and 
covered by an additional empty box and telescoping lid (C).  
The airborne concentration of acetic acid in each stack was 
monitored every 12 h using Dräger tubes and was observed 
to range from 3 ppm at the beginning of the fumigation to 385 
ppm by the end of the fumigation.

Applicator Use Patterns:
The technique described by Ibrahim et al. is presently used 

by beekeepers. The pattern of use involve 7d long fumigations, 
in which a building like that in Fig 1A is filled tight with brood 
chambers. After fumigation the boxes are left to air-out for an 
additional week outside before being used or stored indoors. 

The fumigation building is typically restocked immediately 
with a new set of brood chambers as soon as it is unloaded. The 
loading often involves a forklift and stacks of brood chambers 
loaded on pallets. The total quantity of acetic acid applied to 
stacks of brood chambers in a building may be in the range of 
10-30 L. 

The typical protective equipment beekeepers use in the 
building or when handling the acetic acid is depicted in Fig 2. 
This includes coveralls, nitrile or butyl rubber glove, goggles 
or a face shield and a respirator fitted with an organic vapour 
cartridge.  ❀

References:
Pernal, S. F., Ibrahim, A. and Melathopoulos, A.P. (2010) 

Integrated management of nosema and detection of antibiotic 
residues.Hivelights 23 (supplement): 12-17.
de Ruiter A. and van der Steen J. (1989) Disinfection of combs 
by means of acetic acid (96%) against Nosema. Apidologie 20: 
503–506.
Bailey, L. (1955) Results of field trials at Rothamsted of control 
for nosema disease. Bee World 36(7): 121-127.
Bailey, L. (1957) Comb fumigation for Nosema diseases.  Am. 
Bee J. 1: 24-26.
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Figure 1. Method of applying acetic acid in Ibrahim et al. 2010.
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Is Your Honey Pure?
Werner Gysi has kept bees for over 30 

years applying a holistic approach, using 
timed management instead of chemicals, 

antibiotics, treatments, etc.

For more information look for 
Werner Gysi's book:

Harmonic Farming:
Bees

at www.goolymooly.com
Available at independent bookstores, 

Chapters, Indigo and Coles

Request an emailed copy of 

the BCHPA library holdings 

for timely videos and DVD’s 
on seasonal beekeeping 

information. 

Contact: Ian Farber, 

BCHPA Education Director • 
Ian_Farber@telus.net or 

Tel 250-579-8518

The BCHPA library has some new 

material to check out!

For kids
♦ The Honey Files: A Bee’s Life by the National Honey Board
♦ Plan Bee: The Sting is in the Tale  (animated)

For adults
♦ Pollen Nation:  a documentary on migratory beekeeping.  
Informative on the pollination industry in the USA. 

♦ A Year in the Apiary: an 8 part series that takes the viewer 

through a year in beekeeping.  This series covers everything 

from building equipment to harvesting the honey crop.

by Brenda Jager

The idea to create a cooperative assessment yard for queen 
breeders that would share the risks and costs of purchasing and 
assessing new stock has developed into the real thing. This 
past spring 25 packages were purchased and placed onto new 
foundation in our yard in Duncan. The Duncan Assessment Yard 
(DAY) has now traded out the original package queens with 
local benchmark stock and some very special queens fom Liz 
Huxter in Grand Forks. Liz has been working with researchers 
at Beaverlodge Research Station and UBC to develop disease 
and pest resistant bees for many years. We are very lucky to 
trial this excellent stock on the coast in a different environment. 
We are looking forward to next spring to see what happens.

In addition to the bees, the DAY project has offered three 

1-day workshops over the summer. They were: 1) “Measures of 
Varroa Resistance” - delivered by Dr. Stephen Pernal with guest 
speakers Dr. Robert Currie and Breeder Liz Huxter; 2) “Field 
Assessment Techniques for Choosing Breeders” - delivered by 
Breeder Brenda Jager; and 3) “Microscope Use and Assessing 
for Tracheal Mites and Nosema” - delivered by Bee Researcher 
Heather Higo,  Past University of Victoria Lab Instructor Steve 
Mitchell and guest speakers Apiary Inspectors Jaquie Bunse 
and Brenda Jager.

Seed funding for this project was provided by the BC Bee 
Breeders and the BC Honey Producers. Funding of $11,500 was 
provided by the Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada program 
through the Canadian Agricultural Adaptation Program 
(CAAP). In British Columbia, this program is delivered by the 
Investment Agriculture Foundation of BC.  ❀

DAY Project Review

Canadian 
Agricultural Adaptation 
Program
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Harmonic Farming: Bees by Werner Gysi
reviewed by Reg Kienast and Dianne Wells

Werner Gysi takes us on a jour-
ney through a year of Canadian 
beekeeping with his comprehen-
sive manual directed at the begin-
ner beekeeper. His book "Harmon-
ic Farming: Bees" covers all the 
necessities from bee anatomy and 
development to bee equipment, 
hive management and honey ex-
traction.  What is unique about this 
book is his emphasis on self suffi-
ciency,  including detailed instruc-
tions for not only making your own 
wax foundation but creating the 
mold for pressing the foundation. 
In his chapter on Integrated Pest Management he has several 
recipes for herbal teas using oak bark and horsetails that are 
natural antibiotic and fungi controls. He states that in his expe-
rience, valerian tea helps to control stress and lessens stinging 
behaviour. He also gives instructions for frame manipulations 
to control Varroa mites.

Woven seamlessly into his instructions, Gysi shares his phi-
losophy of "harmonic farming", his lifestyle of self sufficiency, 
the wonder of the unfolding of the seasons, and how honey 
bees have adapted and made our lives better. Gysi gives an al-
ternative perspective on tackling current problems in a small 
apiary.  Informative and inspiring! 

The Honey Bee Hobbyist, The Care and Keeping 
of Bees  by Dr. Norman Gary
reviewed by Ian Farber
This is a book that should be a fundamental text for the new or 
soon to be beekeeper.  The book’s author, Dr. Norman Gary, 
synthesizes over 60 years of experience with bees in a con-
cise, easy to read text.  He advises novice beekeepers to read 
the book, get your bees, and read the book again.  This book 

is like having an experienced 
mentor handy; the reader can 
find good answers to a number 
basic beekeeping questions.  
Gary writes in an easy to read, 
informal style.  He highlights 
his beekeeping advice with 
humor and his book show-
cases the knowledge he has 
gained from his lifelong work 
with honey bees.
The Honey Bee Hobbyist is 
a sequential, step-by-step in-
troduction to beekeeping and 
honey bees.  Many colour 
photos and illustrations high-
light key points in beekeeping.  

Gary’s book is full of time proven tips, techniques and advice 
for the new beekeeper and provides a starting point for more 

in-depth research.  Regarding the internet as a resource, Gary 
points out that, “you would have to be an expert, not a begin-
ning hobbyist, at the outset to understand and apply much of 
the beekeeping information available on the Internet.”
Topics are covered in detail.  The topic of bee stings, for ex-
ample, covers why bees sting, how a bee stings, how to defuse 
the sting, reactions, and how to behave near the hive to prevent 
stings.  Every essential beekeeping topic from 'would you “fit” 
with bees' to hive location, as well as swarming is presented.  
Much research based information is presented throughout the 
book.  The 4-mile range of the honey bee covers 32,000 acres.  
The 5-6 million sperm a queen receives after the mating flights 
would cover the size of a pinhead.  Gary explains that “bee 
activities are not directed by a thinking process…”  If capped 
brood is removed from a hive and confined to an incubator “…
the [emerging bees] soon spontaneously perform all the activi-
ties that their sisters are performing in their parent colony.”
To be a successful beekeeper, Gary states that “all you have to 
do is understand their predictable behavior and perform your 
beekeeping operations accordingly.”  This affordable book, at 
a list price of $15.95 from BowTie Press, provides valuable 
insight into beginning to understand bee behavior, and how to 
successfully manage your first colony of bees.  The book con-
tains a functional index, a glossary, and a list of good websites, 
resources, journals and organizations.  Highly recommended 
and very easy to read, this informative book should be a part of 
every beekeeper’s library.  ❀

Bee Reading - Book Reviews
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Hi everybody, I’m Court-
ney White regional rep for 
the Fraser Valley. I’m from 
Langley and have lived there 
my whole life. I’m currently 
a store manager for Benix & 
co. and enjoy photography, 
sewing and of course keeping 
bees!

Hive tool of choice?
Standard hive tool.

What is your favourite 
honey?
Blackberry

How and when did you get started with bees?
Well, I always thought honey bees were fascinating and I was 
thinking about getting a hive. My Dad mentioned this to a 
coworker that kept bees and within a week or so I had one. I 
was 14 at the time. Through trial and error, and lots of support 
from the Langley Bee Club I learned the ropes. I did the Bee 
Master’s course in 2009 and now at 22 I finally feel like a real 
beekeeper.

How many hives are you running?
12…..at the moment.

What is the main nectar source in your area?
Blackberry and blueberry

Smoker fuel used?
Dried grass clippings.

Best sting remedy?
Take a Benadryl right away or just carry on.

Preferred method of swarm control?
Making splits or pinching the swarm cells.

Do you run nine or ten frames in your brood chamber?
Ten

Do you use queen excluders?
Yes just during the honey flow

Best tip received or to pass along?
This is a hard one. I’ve received so many tips along the way. I 
can’t pick a particular one out.

Getting to Know Our Regional Reps

My name is Lewis Burkholder 
and I am 14. My favourite sports 
are mountain biking and skiing. 
I also like water skiing and mak-
ing movies. I work at Peter Mur-
ray’s corn farm in the summer.

Hive tool of choice?
Maxant 11’’ hive tool.

What is your favorite honey?
Mine.

How and when did you get 
started with bees?

I thought it would be fun and my parents inspired me.

How many hives are you running?
I have 8 hives.

What is the main nectar source in your area?
Strawberries at one beeyard and fireweed at the other one.

Smoker fuel used?
Burlap.

Best sting remedy?
Run around in circles screaming like a little girl.

Preferred method of swarm control?
Making splits.

Do you run nine or ten frames in your brood chamber?
I use 10.

Do you use queen excluders?
No I do not.

Best tip received or to pass along?
Always bee careful in your beehive and it will minimize your 
chances of getting stung!

Getting to Know a Young Beekeeper

AMPAK INC.
180 - 4611 Viking Way, Richmond BC
Telephone: (604) 273-9631  Fax: (604) 273-1865
tgabel@ampak.ca       www.ampak.ca  splester@ampak.ca

OUR BUSINESS.....

 ..... IS PACKAGING YOURS
We have a wide range of stock glass & plastic
containers including honey bears & bee hives. 

We also carry a variety of plastic and metal lids, including 
printed honey comb lids.

PLEASE CALL US FOR A QUOTE
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Regional Reports
Prince George
~ John Phillips

The club met on September 12th 
at its usual place, the College of New 
Caledonia.  Several new members 
showed up bringing the total paid 
membership to 27 and another 10 that 
drop in occasionally.

We viewed and discussed the dif-
ferent screening styles on inner cov-
ers and talked about several ways to 
absorb moisture.  Various types of 

winter boxes and wintering methods were also discussed.  A 
few beekeepers will continue to winter their hives indoors.

In August, the 99th annual Prince George Exhibition (Ag-
ricultural Fair) took place.  Our booth was a runaway success 
with its glass frame hive display and won the Directors’ Award 
for the Best Booth.  Thanks goes to Gerry Bomford for his 
many years of making sure beekeeping has a large presence at 
the PGX.  Further, Gerry reports that the public is very aware 
and interested in the well-being and benefits of bees. 

As for the honey crop, the yield was poor.  The rain and 
cold weather continued into July (the second coldest July on 
record) causing a “no fly” month.  Some beekeepers bypassed 
their normal pull date just to give the bees more time to store 
the honey.  Many estimated they got about 1/3 to 1/2 of their 
usual weight of honey.

There is a great line up of speakers for the education days at 
the AGM in October and we wish it much success.

South Okanagan
~ Blair Tarves

I thought for awhile this year that 
there were not nearly enough yellow 
jackets and hornets. Their population 
was incredibly low. The open-nest-
ing paper wasps (Polistes), barely 
appeared. Instead of the dozens of 
saucer-sized nests under the eaves of 
the honey house, in empty nuc boxes, 
and old rough boxes, there were just 
a few widely scattered small nests. 

One little nest was in the corner of a box housing the battery 
and fencer at an out yard. It’s common to find them in these 
boxes, but this was the first one I’ve seen with a black widow 
neighbour sitting in her web in the adjacent corner. The wasps 
and spider get along just fine, providing a nice organic security 
system for the fencing gear. Other than the occasional guard 
duty, I like having some wasps around for another reason, since 
their hungry larvae get fed moths. There was no dent made this 
year, and any unprotected pieces of wax, or bear damage, was 
quickly inhabited by the burrowing worms.

If the wasps suffered here this year, honey bees did very 
well. Queen rearing from mid-May to the end of July was ex-
cellent. Catching percentages were up over last year, and the 
mid-summer stress on nucs was negligible. A slightly cooler 
summer is helpful in this area.

Honey crops in this region ranged from low to average. 
Sweet clover yards did O.K. but alfalfa yields were low. The 
first cut was very late. Timing of cuts, flowering, and forag-
ing never really meshed. Milkweed bloom was less, and the 
birdsfoot trefoil bloom was way less than last year. Beekeep-
ers expecting a good crop at higher elevations were somewhat 
disappointed.

Going into winter, beekeepers report strong colonies with 
low mites. Treatments have been mostly formic acid and thy-
mol, though one meticulous and diligent bee man has had great 
success with powdered sugar dusting.

This afternoon I was at the nuc yard set out for the fall rabbit 
bush pollen flow. The bear that’s been hanging around is a drag, 
but luckily there are lots of yellow jackets, raising queens for 
next summer’s wax moth control.

Peace River
~ Kerry Clark

Summer in the BC Peace was re-
markably cool, rarely over 20°C, but 
the more than usual moisture helped 
the plants make nectar and I expect the 
region will have above average honey 
crops (as well as good hay and grain 
yields). September has turned amaz-
ingly warm (28°C) and with a forecast 
for at least 2 weeks of similar weather. 
Colonies in mid-summer were strong 

and rearing queen cells, so I used some of the brood frames 
with cells to make some extra 3-frame nucs.  The mother colo-
nies didn’t all have successful queen mating, and plugged up 
with nectar and pollen as they waited for newly raised queens 
to start laying. I was glad to have laying queens in the nucs as 
backup. With the egg laying delay, the main hive bee popula-
tions are smaller than usual for this time of year, but they’re 
still mostly filling 3 boxes, and produced 200 lb of honey each, 
so I can’t complain. For the first year in several years, honey in 
cool mid-August was too high (20%) in moisture to harvest.  I 
extracted the last boxes Sept 11 and was able to blend it to end 
up at about 17%.  I’m creaming it, hoping for a slightly soft 
fine granulation.

I was a bit surprised to find less than 1% Varroa, maybe 
because of the re-queening brood interruption. Maybe there’s 
another explanation. I’ll be attending the BCHPA convention 
and will have my ears open for some possibilities from the re-
search reports. And (you’ve heard it before): there is STILL the 
opportunity to have a professional farm financial analysis done 
on your operation, a $2000 value at a cost to you of only $100. 
I’ll have a table of information for the joint federal/provincial 
Farm Business Advisory Services program. Stop by and say 
hello, and consider taking advantage of it. Those who have, 
have said it is a very good value and has helped them in their 
business development.

East Kootenays
~ Lance Cuthill

Following severe winter losses throughout the Kootenays 
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(upwards of 50%), beekeepers in our area have enjoyed an 
above average honey flow. A cool spring with lots of rain pro-
vided the much needed ground moisture for our main nectar 
producing plants. In spite of a delayed and somewhat shortened 
summer, the beautiful mid-August weather in our corner of the 
Province has provided the bees, and the flowers, their needed 
time to work together to give beekeepers a good honey crop.

Many beekeepers in the Kootenays bought replacement 1 kg 
packages from New Zealand. For the most part, these packages 
did exceptionally well. Varroa populations have been unusu-
ally low, likely due to the heavy winter losses of the worst mite 
infested colonies, as well as the small populations of survivor 
colonies having low mite populations.  There have been more 
reports of AFB outbreaks than usual in this corner of BC so 
beekeepers have been advised to do a thorough inspection for 
disease when setting up colonies for overwintering.

I have had a very rewarding spring and summer teaching in-
troductory beekeeping courses in both Creston and Invermere.  
We now have a potential of 27 new beekeepers. As well as bee-
keeping courses we had a “fun day” at our place, with over 40 
visitors from the local BC Naturalists club.  This was a free 
Sunday afternoon event for families to learn about honey bees.  
Children ages 4 to 14 and their parents had an opportunity to 
listen to a talk on the “fascinating honey bee,” visit the bee 
yard, learn how honey is extracted, and see the result of pol-
lination of the raspberries and the apple tree. Both were loaded 
with fruit.  The day ended with all having a taste of honey…
lots of educational fun.

In closing, Bobby and I would like to express our disap-
pointment at not being able to attend this year’s AGM, and will 
take this opportunity to say a big thank you to all those who 
worked so hard to host the Richmond event.

Fraser Valley
~ Courtney White

The summer eventually arrived in 
the Fraser Valley with August prov-
ing to be busy for the bees. The bee 
exhibits at the PNE were a popu-
lar attraction featuring bee beards, 
live colonies, and honey bee edu-
cation. The local clubs are back in 
full swing after the summer break 
discussing colony health and honey 
yield.  Though some beekeepers are 
still in the process of extracting their 

honey, reports have varied from 20 - 80lbs per colony. Mites 
have run rampant this summer, forcing treatments earlier than 
normal, and the onset of cool weather has everyone preparing 
their colonies for winter.

Sunshine Coast
~ Allan Cobbin

The latest item of any importance 
from the Sunshine Coast is our an-
nual Field Day which was held on 
August 13th. We were fortunate in 
being able to have Jaquie Bunse as 
our guest speaker. As I’ve no doubt 
mentioned before, our club consists 
almost entirely of amateur “back-
yard beekeepers”, several of whom 

were present to hear the usual “words of wisdom“ from Jaquie. 
She gave the time-honoured demonstration on how to check 
for mites (ie. the alcohol bath and the sugar shake) which was 
of particular interest to our newer members. We also discussed 
the use of drone comb as an aid in the mite eradication process. 
Jaquie also provided a brief update on the overall status of bees 
in the province. 

Our club has about 20 or so members and we meet 3 or 
4 times annually. Our meetings generally focus on seasonal 
management and treatment procedures as well as decisions re-
garding queen purchases in the spring. Our more experienced 
members have been most helpful in assisting newcomers with 
their new hobby. I have been invited on several occasions to 
speak at schools and service clubs and other interested groups 
and do get a lot of personal satisfaction from this.  Addition-
ally, at least 3 members of our group do extract enough of a 
honey surplus to enable us to sell at farmers’ markets, craft fairs 
and seasonal events here on the coast. This of course allows us 
to initiate discussions about the value of and need for pollina-
tion, discuss the current local provincial and worldwide honey 
bee status and concerns. People are generally curious and have 
some basic knowledge of problems in general but are eager to 
know more. We’ve been able to recruit newcomers to our group 
because of this. Reading books and checking the Internet is of 
great value but one cannot beat a “hands on demonstration” !!

Lower Mainland 
~ Don Cameron

By mid-September in the Lower 
Mainland, work in the beeyards has 
normally started to tail off. Hives 
have been moved to the wintering 
yards, medication is well underway, 
and feeding, if necessary, has begun 
and extraction is done. This year the 
cycle of activity is running two to 
three weeks late. Spring and early 
summer weather was consistently 
wetter and cooler than normal with 

below average sunlight hours, resulting in delayed blooming, 
mixed nectar flows and some slowing in the build-up of hive 
populations. Despite the weather, blueberry pollination seems 
to have resulted in a good fruit set. Isolated reports on blue-
berry nectar flows have been mixed, ranging from below aver-
age to good. Raspberry flow appears to have generally been 
good while reports on blackberry flow suggest an average year 
at best. For those who pollinate pumpkins, flowering was late 
resulting in significant blossoming into late August and a good 
flow. Purple loosestrife and goldenrod blossoms were provid-
ing minor flows well into August as well. The late summer 
weather has been spectacular with the exceptional heat generat-
ing a good late season flow of clover nectar for those fortunate 
enough to have colonies close to set asides and pastures.

We have not had our September meeting of the Richmond 
Beekeepers Association at the time of writing so reports on ur-
ban beekeeping results are incomplete. Comments so far, how-
ever, indicate satisfactory production.

What is clear from the recent Delta Day at the Farm and 
Earthwise Society events is that the public interest in the health 
of honey bees continues to grow, and that support for local bee-
keepers is very strong. More importantly and most encouraging 
is the keen interest of young people in the issues related to bees. 
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BCHPA DIVISIONS
ALBERNI VALLEY HONEY PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
6219 Lamarque Road, Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson  davemikkelson@hotmail.com  250-723-6089
BC BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION
8183 Alec Road, Saanichton, BC  V8M 1S3
Grant Stringer    vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca   250-652-9834
CENTRAL CARIBOO BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 53, 4583 Ridge Road, Big Lake Ranch, BC V0L 1G0 
Sherry Benisch/Ann Carter  
anncarter@shaw.ca  250-338-5233
COMOX VALLEY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
3729 Island Highway, Courtenay, BC     V9N 9T4
Jim Hunchuk     jwhunchuk@hotmail.com  250-373-2625
EAST KOOTENAY DIVISION BCHPA
4300 Wilks Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 6S9  
Lance Cuthill   lcuthill@gmail.com    250-426-6049
KAMLOOPS DIVISION BCHPA   
Box 595, Savona, BC     V0K 2J0 
Ingrid Heeley      iheeley@gmail.com        250-373-2625
MAPLE RIDGE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
#501-1680 West 4th Avenue, Vancouver,  BC  V6J 0B7
Raena Dumas info@northfraserbeeclub.com  604-786-5245
NANAIMO DIVISION BCHPA
925 St. David Street, Nanaimo, BC V9S 2H8
Kathleen Silvey www.nanaimobeekeepers.com 250-716-0695
NORTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
331 Valley Road, Kelowna, BC V1V 2E5
R.W. Bob Chisholm    bobnkaye@shaw.ca   250-762-2203

PEACE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
BCMAL Office 4th Floor, 1201-103 Ave
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4J2
Kerry Clark    250-784-2559
POWELL RIVER BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
RR3, C26, Nassichuk Road, Powell River, BC V8A 5C1
Alan Cole   604-487-4181
PRINCE GEORGE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 725, Prince George, BC  V2L 4T3
Walter Steidle   beehappy2@lincsat.com   250-960-0360
QUESNEL BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Lorne Smith   gssds@shaw.ca   250-747-2294 
SHUSWAP BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
215 Salmon River Road, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 3E3   
Bill Lynch  wjlynch@telus.net     250-832-2732
SMITHERS BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 3504,  2175 Main St.,  Smithers BC V0J 2N0
Phil Brienesse smithersbeekeepers@gmail.com 250-847-1599

SOUTH FRASER VALLEY DIVISION BCHPA
26035 28th Ave.,  Aldergrove, BC  V4W 2W3
Rick Kreisch      rkreisch@kwl.ca            604-856-4438
SOUTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
RR#2, Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0
Ray Levesque   cindylevesque@persona.ca 250-498-4025
SQUAMISH DIVISION BCHPA
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish BC  V0N 3G0
Phil Ellis      ph-ellis@shaw.ca           604-898-5337
SUNSHINE COAST DIVISION BCHPA
2137 Lower Road, Roberts Creek, BC  V0N 2W4
Allan Cobbin   alcobbin@dccnet.com         604-886-7006
TERRACE DIVISION BCHPA
5112 Mills Ave. Terrace BC  V8G 1C5
Cynthia Ridler      akasamr@hotmail.com  250-635-9020
WEST KOOTENAY DIVISION BCHPA
3302 Village Road,  South Slocan, BC   V0G 2G0
Peter Wood  annpeterwood@gmail.com       250-359-7107

BCHPA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
CAPITAL REGION BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 43033, Victoria, BC  V8X 3G2
Nairn Hollott   nairnhollott@shaw.ca       250-744-4019
OTHER BEE- RELATED ORGANIZATIONS
COWICHAN BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 274, Cobblehill, BC V0R 1L0 
Mike Pauls    micpau@telus.net
RICHMOND BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Suite #9, 11131-No. 1 Road, Richmond, BC  V7E 1S6
Brian Campbell  604-277-9485
blessedbeefarm.1@gmail.com
STUART NECHAKO BEE CLUB
Box 595, Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0   
Jon Aebischer   sweet02@telus.net     250-567-5037
SURREY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
18060 29A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S 9V2
Horst Leidel   ha.leidel@3web.com  604-541-0374
TEXADA ISLAND BEE CLUB
Box 162, Van Anda, Texada Island, BC V0N 3K0 
Rhonda Johnston   604-486-0226
VANCOUVER BEEKEEPERS OF BC ASSOCIATION
#407-350 E 2nd Ave, Vancouver, BC  V5T 4R8   
Bryce Ahlstrom  bryceahlstrom@yahoo.ca 604-708-0313

Please contact the editor with any changes
BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com

Club Contacts
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Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________     Province ___________     Postal Code _______________________

Email  ____________________________________________

Phone (         ) _____________________

2012 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
BC Honey Producers’ Association

Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
www.bcbeekeepers.com

Membership dues are based on the number of honey bee colonies you keep.
BCHPA MEMBERSHIP DUES  
0 to 25 Hives  $40
26 to 50 Hives  $50
51 to 150 Hives  $60
151 to 300 Hives  $70
301 to 500 Hives  $120
501 to 1000 Hives  $130
Over 1000 Hives  $200

Please make cheques payable to the
British Columbia Honey Producers’
 Association or BCHPA:

BCHPA TREASURER
PO Box 1650
Comox, BC, V9M 8A2

New ❏  Renewal ❏   Please check here if renewing with an address change ❏

Membership includes a one-year subscription to both BeesCene and Hivelights quarterly publications. The BCHPA 
Liability Insurance Policy is the only one of its kind available in the province. By pooling our membership, we can offer 
this comprehensive insurance for a fraction of what it would cost individuals on their own. Members may attend the 
business day of the October BCHPA Annual General Meeting and the semi-annual meeting in March without charge 
(meals not included). Members benefit from the work of an active volunteer Executive including: Marketing (labels 
and brochures), Education (symposiums and website), and ongoing Advocacy (government and media relations). The 
BCHPA is a proud member of the Canadian Honey Council, working on our behalf.

Thank You for Supporting Beekeeping in BC!

$5 Million 

Coverage

for only $55 year!

Beekeepers understand that there’s 
strength in numbers. Our Group 

Liability Insurance Policy is the best value 
you’ll find. If you’re worried about stings, or 

bee smokers, or other related beekeeping risks 
– this is for you.

Note: coverage runs January 1, 2012 to 
December 31, 2012. Effective date of 

coverage is based on date application 
and payment is received at the 

BCHPA office. Insurer will 
issue certificates in due 

course.

* OPTIONAL $5,000,000 BCHPA
GROUP LIABILITY INSURANCE  ADD ON $55

** OPTIONAL Additional
$1 million Forest Fire Fighting
Expense Endorsement  ADD ON $100

*** OPTIONAL DONATION
BC’s Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund
for Honey Bee Research  ADD ON
(tax registered charity, receipts issued)

**** SUBSCRIPTION ONLY
Note: BeesCene is Included  $50 CAD
with Your  BCHPA Membership
(this is meant for out-of-province)

TOTAL $

Includes 
BeesCene & Hivelights

# of Hives _________
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As well, many of the people we have spoken to at events over 
the summer indicate they have increased their family honey 
consumption at the expense of refined sugar. This substitution 
is taking place based on environmental concerns, health issues, 
the desire to buy local product and, within reason, does not ap-
pear to be overly price sensitive.

West Kootenays
~ Dave Johnson

The honey harvest in our area 
was good to excellent, depending on 
the microclimate you were in,  and 
in some cases the experience of the 
beekeeper.  Results ranged  from 
50 to 180 pounds per hive.  Unfor-
tunately a lot of new/inexperienced 
beekeepers produced a lot of swarms 
and consequently no honey which 
was quite disappointing for them.

Our moist June and moist but 
warm July set us up for a good flow which continued into the 
much warmer August. In most cases, after the honey came off, 
the hives still had a good supply in the upper brood chamber 
which will make for limited feeding needs for winter.
 Bears in our district continued to be a threat as the lower el-
evation and alpine berry supply was not as abundant as usual, 
leaving the critters scrounging in the valleys where we keep 
our hives.

 Honey prices in the Kootenays tend to be somewhat higher 
than the Okanagan,  probably because of the lower per hive 
production we experience here. It may also be related to the 
fact there are more high production operations in the Okanagan 
who are competing with each other for market share.

 All the best and we hope everyone enjoys their experience 
at the AGM.

South Vancouver Island
~ Brian Scullion 

Hello beekeepers and friends.  
Wow, what a year of keeping bees, it 
is so hard to know where to start this 
report, so as I gaze out the window 
knowing I’m two days past the dead-
line for this, I must hunker down and 
get it done.  It is a cool start to this 
September Sunday morning, but 
promises to reach 22 or so.  It’s just 
warm enough now for those first for-
agers to rip out of the hive and work 

their magic.  I can see them from my kitchen window emerging 
with a cause as they cut through the morning sun with such 
speed, tiny pellets of gold shot from their home with predeter-
mined destinations. If only some of those folks that have not 
seen this miracle were with me now, it would make my day.  
We as beekeepers are so very fortunate to have these daily in-
timate experiences.  

Honey supers have been pulled and it is a mixed bag again.  
Everyone has a tale of bees and honey flows, and I love them 
all, except for the stories of no honey.  No honey is a fact for, 
should I dare to say, most beekeepers this year.  As you all are 
well aware, BC weather was not a very happy story for us this 
year.  We did what we could do with what we had and made the 

best of it.  For myself, I had my best year ever.  I have to say 
this out loud because it is so unusual.  If I gave them a honey 
super, they filled it.  One urban backyard with two colonies 
gave up five hundred pounds this season, and is heavy with 
honey, bees and brood for the fall.  I am so thankful!!  After the 
chaos in the past few years, perhaps there is a future.

Most of the fall fairs have come and gone now, but the com-
munity markets are still alive and well.  Honey sales have been 
good and people are willing to pay a wee bit more for a local 
product.  Please do not undersell your product.  Get the maxi-
mum dollar you can for your honey.  You deserve it, and you 
worked for it.  What is in that honey?  If you had fireweed, 
blackberry, salal, or blueberry honey, it would be so much 
easier to sell.  I sometimes have a tough sell, as folks can not 
comprehend that bees in the city produce some of the finest 
tastes you can imagine.  Bees in the city!! Just what are they 
foraging on?  Well it is a tough one to answer for sure, but I 
answer like this.

Honey produced in James Bay comes from a very wide va-
riety of nectar and pollen producing plants including crocus, 
heather, witch hazel, pearly everlasting, fireweed, thistle, wil-
low, apple, plum, cherry, peach, raspberry, blueberry, blackber-
ry, Allium, tulip, all laurels, bay leaf, cranberry, salmonberry, 
boxwood, dandelion, oregon grape, arbutus, clover, borage, 
vetch, cotoneaster, salal, black locust, ocean spray, thimble-
berry, holly, big leaf maple, kinnikinnick, snowberry, pieris, 
hawthorne, may tree, asters, goldenrod, smartweed, knotweed, 
sedum, hollyhock, all vegetables, lovage, fushia, alder, hazel-
nut, portulaca, sunflower, Escallonia, rose family, hot poker, 
wallflower, Rudbekia, all herbs, knapweed, buckwheat, catnip, 
chestnut, poppy, elm tree, Wisteria, hyssop, linden tree, sumac, 
Gaillardia, currant, gooseberry, pear, labrador tea, honeysuck-
le, virginia creeper, privet, magnolia, poplar, purple loosestrife, 
buttercup, Trillium, sea holly, english ivy, hyacinth, mallow, 
fleabane, primrose, snowdrops, Cleome, Campanula, lavender, 
crabapple, rain tree, rock cress, broom, Ceanothus, Clematis, 
mexican and mock orange, and lupine.  The consumer will 
pick their taste and let me know they did taste blueberry in the 
honey and would like to buy another jar.  Thank you, and have 
a great day!

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the AGM in Octo-
ber.

Cariboo
~ Ann Carter
The Cariboo has been without a reporter since last Winter so 
this will be a brief summary of Cariboo beekeeping in 2011.

A two day Beginner’s Beekeeping course was held in April 
with 21 enthusiastic new beekeepers attending. Most went on 
to buy equipment and bees. Bill Staggs, our inspector, gave a 
great Field Day in May.

May, June and July were extremely wet with 50% above 
average rainfall in July. Some of us experienced wet honey for 
the first time (“who filled this bucket with water?”)

Swarms plagued both beginner and experienced beekeepers 
and supercedures were prolific.

Despite all this, the honey harvest was good, with many re-
porting above average yields of up to 250-300lb/colony.

August and September brought dry sunny weather and a 
huge late nectar flow. Colonies that had been reduced to brood 
boxes were honey bound with no room for laying.  Fall pollen 
availability has been excellent.
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With honey harvested, mites managed and bees fed we are 
ready for winter preparation…perhaps with an oxalic acid driz-
zle!

Vancouver Island North
~ Larry Lindahl

The North Island experienced a 
very wet spring, followed by a wet 
beginning to the summer. Honey 
crops were a bust - it was too cold 
for the blackberries to produce 
nectar, and the nights too cold for 
the fireweed, although a few bee-
keepers in isolated areas managed 
to bring in a small crop. Lots of 

feeding will be necessary to keep the bees from starving. The 
last week of August and first two weeks of September brought 
us some very high daytime temperatures, but the nights were 
still cool, and it was too late for a nectar flow.

Happy planning for a bumper crop next year!
 
P.S. I find it absolutely amazing how a simple thing like bee-

keeping can get so complicated when politics enter the scene!
 
Cheers,
Larry

West Coast Bee 
Supplies

• Apistan Strips

• Fumagilin B
• Menthol Boards
• Hive Boxes

• Bee Suits and much more

Bob Fisher
Phone 604-272-1921    Fax 604-272-1928

Email:  bluebob@shaw.ca

Store Address:
9351 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.

Mailing Address:
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5

• Formic Acid
• Oxytet 25
• Bee Pro
• CheckMite

All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:

4 - 55 - 9th Avenue S.E.
High River, Alberta T1V 1E6

Telephone 403-652-4441  Fax 403-652-3692
info@medivet.ca    www.medivet.ca

From Bee Supply Dealers or
Medivet Pharmaceuticals Ltd.

Your First Choice

  For Healthy Bees

FUMAGILIN – B
OXYTET–25 • FOUL BROOD MIX

APISTAN/CHECKMITE+
FORMIC ACID • BEE-REPEL

SAFETY EQUIPMENT FOR OXALIC ACID
OPTIMISER APPLICATOR FOR O.A.

BEE SHAKERS

You can apply to the program 
by downloading the application form from the 

BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.com 
Or contact:  Duaine Hardie:

2810 Fairfield St., Duncan, BC V9L 6B9 
Email: hardiehoney@shaw.ca 

Tel: 250-748-8471

The Certified Producer program is designed to assist 
BCHPA members sell their products by providing 

special labeling that customers will come to recognize 
as representing high quality honey, exclusively 

produced by local beekeepers.

BCHPA Certified Producer Program

Certified Producer:  
Registered 

Producers Only:  
Labels can now 

be purchased
separately 

$0.02 each 
for the lid seal 

and $0.02 
each for the 

100% BC hex label 
or $0.03 for both.  

All labels are in rolls of 2,000.  
Lid seals are now individually numbered for lot tracking.
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BeeMaid Honey . . . . . . . . . . . . .29

BHW Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

Bees 'n Glass. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

BC Bee Breeders . . . . . . . . . . . .32

BCHPA Certified Producer. . . .46

BCHPA Nutritional Labels . . . .11

BCHPA Membership . . . . . . . . .44
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Dominion & Grimm . . . . . . . . .36

Ferris Fencing . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27

Flying Dutchman  . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Global Patties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25

Glory Bee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28

Great Little Box Co. . . . . . . . . . .8

Hardie Honey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Herb Isaacs Sales  . . . . . . . . . . .11

Honeyland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

KettleValley Queens. . . . . . . . . .33

Lamb Acres Electric Fencing . .33

Mann Lake  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .37

Medivet Pharmaceuticals   . . . .46

Munro Apiaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Richard’s Packaging . . . . . . . . .19

Ross Rounds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33

Scandia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39

Sherriff International . . . . . . . .17

Twin Maple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Urban Bee Supplies . . . . . . . . . .28

Vancouver Island Apiaries . . . .33

Wellmark International  . . . . . .  7

Werner Gysi Book . . . . . . . . . . .38

West Coast Bee Supplies  . . . . .46

Classifieds.....
KEEPING BEES HEALTHY WITH FORMIC ACID SINCE 
1994 A year in keeping: 500 hives Pollination, Bee breeding and 
stock producing Operation in Kelowna, BC. A must for clubs 
library and educational programs. $ 10- 90 min. DVD Ph/Fax: 
1-250-762-8156 E mail: billruzicka@mitegone.com

"Oh! that you could turn 

your eyes towards the 

napes of your necks, 

and make but an interior 

survey of your good 

selves."

 ~ William Shakespeare

Bee Culture
THE MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN BEEKEEPING

Get Digital Bee Culture Magazine 
On Your Computer

Save Lots of Postage 
and Weeks of Time

Or check it out on our web page at
www.BeeCulture.com
Do it Today and SAVE!

Send check to: 
Bee Culture Magazine

623 Liberty, Medina OH 44256 or call 
330-725-6677, Ext. 3220 with credit card

Only $15.00 US
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A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia
from 1950 to 2000 written by Douglas M. McCutcheon

We are pleased to announce that Doug McCutcheon’s BC 
beekeeping history book will be completed by year’s end. 

The history of beekeeping in British Columbia is as old as the province 
itself. Bees arrived as early as the first gold seekers.
The first century of beekeeping history was chronicled in One Hundred 
Years of Beekeeping in B.C. 1858 – 1958 by W. H. Turnbull after his 
retirement as Head of the Apiary Branch, BC Ministry of Agriculture. 
The History of Beekeeping in British Columbia from 1950 – 2000 is 
the result of retired provincial Apiculturist Doug McCutcheon spending 
more than 10 years of talking with beekeepers, inspectors and specialists 
around the province, and searching out records, reports and files. 
Doug with the assistance of his wife Eileen has created a book that is 
both a must-have reference book and a readable journey through the his-
tory of our industry, illuminated by delightful encounters with many of 
the innovative and resilient men and women who have chosen to make 
beekeeping a way of life.

Thank you to those who’ve already expressed an interest in purchas-
ing copies of the book. A waitlist is being kept for advance orders.

Details of the final cost, shipping and handling will be announced 
shortly. Please check the BCHPA website for details.

For further information or to pre-order please contact: 
  Diane Dunaway
  5914 Soda Creek Macalister Rd
  Williams Lake, BC V2G 5A5
  Tel 250.297.6399
  Email: diane@dunawayranch.com

COMING THIS 
DECEMBER


