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We have just recently returned from a trip to Quebec, where 
we were fortunate to be able to spend some time with fam-
ily and friends that we don't get to see very often. Ian grew 
up in a small town in the Eastern Townships amongst a close 
knit circle of families that have managed to maintain a special 
connection, throughout many years of not being in as close of 
proximity as they once were. Lives have changed, the kids have 
all grown up and are strewn around the globe, but it's easy to 
see that the links between them have remained strong. 

As we settled down to dinner one evening with a few of 
these fine folks, Ian's mom Ione, who was carrying the last 
bowl of food over from the kitchen, stopped in her tracks just 
as she reached the table. She laid her hand on her chest and 
spoke a single word - 'naches' (pronounced with a hard 'ch' as 
in Bach) - a Yiddish word which means joy. She took in the 
curious looks, and then went on to explain that her mother had 
often expressed her happiness this way, when surrounded by 
the atmosphere created by good friends and loved ones. She 
came from a Russian background and grew up on the Lower 
East Side of Manhattan where she spent a great deal of time 
with the Jewish families in her neighborhood. She worked in 
their homes and came to learn their culture and language inti-
mately, a collaboration that enabled her to survive a childhood 
that wasn't always easy and gave her an alternate frame of ref-
erence to see the world from. The influence she felt from them 
was so great that she managed to pass some of their ways of 
expression on to her own children.

That's the essence of joining forces - unexpected strengths 
or insights can be created when diverse points of view come 
together, and the knowledge that is gained can be passed along 
again and again. Within our industry it is an essential part of 
moving forward, and in this issue, we bring you a few instanc-
es of people coming together to share ideas, build upon exist-
ing principles, and in one case, head out in search of the un-

known. We have 
an update on the 
progress of the 
DAY project, 
as well as notes 
from the recent 
workshop which took place within the framework of the DAY 
goals. This workshop provided tools for breeders to aid in stock 
selection in regards to Varroa resistance and tolerance. Dr. Ste-
phen Pernal, who led the workshop, has also provided us with 
detailed background information on the technique.

The queen rearing workshops that were held by the BCHPA 
this spring are reported on here; many beekeepers are coming 
out to learn various methods of raising queens, and take advan-
tage of the benefits of association.

Here also is an account of a field day which took place in 
Grand Forks, the first of it's kind in BC. A grand attempt was 
made and the results were not as hoped for, but much was 
learned by those who came out and there is even greater enthu-
siasm for another attempt next year.

These and many more examples of the benefits of collabora-
tion can be found inside, not the least of which is the hard work 
that the executive of the BCHPA has done to put together this 
year's AGM. This is our best chance of the year to get together 
and make our association work the way it should; our partici-
pation and input are a vital part of what makes it a democratic 
organization. It's like coming together with extended family - it 
isn't always easy, and it often involves coming a long way to a 
space outside of our comfort zone - but in the end it somehow 
becomes clear that the connection is in many ways an essen-
tial part of who we are, and that we could not accomplish the 
things we do without that 'family' of people to work with and 
learn from.

We look forward to seeing you there!  ❀
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Well, this is July and all the hives are in pollination, at last. 
Juneuary is over but July seems no better; one of our growers 
said  ‘Stan, we will need bees but we just don’t know when.’ 
Our growers get a bit testy when it goes beyond the 1st of July 
for the bees to come, but of course not much we can do about 
that. So here it is the 18th of July and it’s not really looking 
good, can’t decide to go to the bar or just drink. Looks like the 
industry is going to get a lot of white juice this year, and the 
demand for craisins is phenomenal - Ocean Spray is putting in 
another line. Just need the berries.

The fireweed is only at about 2% bloom so it’s looking like we 
are still 3 weeks behind in some aspects of the growing season; 
pretty obvious when they are skiing on Mount Washington on 
the 1st of July and there is still some skidoo weather left. You 
can be standing in the valley and all of a sudden there is a gust 
of wind off the mountain and man, is that cold. It really cools 
down the area at night. 

The BCHPA have held another 3 queen rearing workshops 
this spring and they were all very well attended. John Gates’ 
workshop in the interior was full to capacity, and the others had 
only a bit of room left. So, even though we lost our funding 
from the Government this time around, we still made a slight 
profit on the workshops and we are continuing to plan for more. 
If any of you have ideas for these workshops please contact us.

There was a meeting with the Ministry of Agriculture at 
the end of April, at which time we met with Deputy Minister 
Lindsay Kislock, and Minister Don McRae also popped in for a 
few minutes. There has also been another conference call with 
the Ministry staff regarding the merging of the Bee Act along 
with the Animal Health Act.  These discussions are ongoing 
and more will come out at the AGM.

We are well into the planning for the AGM this year, 
and Wayne and crew are doing a fantastic job so far on the 
upcoming conference. There are going to be some changes to 
the way things are usually done so be prepared. You can now 
make reservations as it is never too early for that; it is very 
hard to give numbers for meals when people register at the last 
minute. 

It’s looking more and more like the Day of the Honey Bee is 

here to stay and as a result 
we are now applying 
for charitable status so 
we can issue receipts 
for donations that we 
receive for this occasion. 
This application is a 
16 page document that 
Pauline has worked on 
and submitted for us. We 
ran out of brochures this 
year and intend to have 
more available for next 
year; we are also looking 
for a chairman for this project. 

Barry is hard at work re-vamping the website (a bigger job 
than anticipated),  the new editor has done an excellent job on 
the first edition, so a big thanks to Heather and Diane and crew 
for making the transition work nicely. 

It’s nice to see that the federal government is passing out 
hurt money to farmers that really do need it after suffering huge 
losses, so the question becomes how can we help people in our 
industry to be considered for that kind of help? Quite a few of 
our members are also suffering huge losses and hardship. 

Well there is not enough time of late to get all things 
done. The grandchildren think things are great because their 
swimming pool is patched and full (even though it’s cold). 
The new sand filter is working well so Grandma is now the 
lifeguard to watch over them while they are swimming. Alex 
is still working at being a beekeeper even though it’s tough at 
four years old and a snooze comes in handy at times, as a few 
of the older beekeepers know so well. Right Doug? This report 
is late as usual and just maybe one day it might be on time. ❀

From the President

Stan Reist
BCHPA President

The BCHPA is seeking candidates for its 
Executive 

to be elected at our 
Annual General Meeting 

in Cranbrook  October 20 – 23, 2011
Positions open are: 
First Vice President, 

Second Vice President and Secretary
If you are interested in 

putting your name forward 
please contact 

BCHPA Secretary and Nominations Chair 
Brenda Jager 

bchpa.secretary@gmail.com

ELECTION NOTICE
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Beelines
News from the Ministry of Agriculture

PAUL VAN WESTENDORP,  Manager, BCMA Apiculture Program

Miticide Initial Screening
The Pest Management Regulatory 

Agency (PMRA) of Health Canada 
is involved in the approval process of 
chemicals used to control diseases which 
would then lead to a temporary Emer-
gency Use Registration or a permanent 
Full Registration. These processes often 
take a great deal of time because of the 
need to search for relevant information. 

It has been discussed in the past to 
streamline and improve the process to 
have future miticides become available 
to beekeepers faster than the current 
system. As you know the current system 
is pretty much handled exclusively by 
PMRA but PMRA does not have apicul-
ture specialists. An agreement has been 
made between the PMRA, the Canadian 
Honey Council, and CAPA's Chemical 
Committee to establish an ‘initial screen-
ing’ process, which is intended to allow 
initial evaluation of a proposed product 
in terms of potential suitability (of use in 
beehives), market accessibility, ease of 
application, general profile of toxicity, 
industry need, potential of resistance, 
potential of residues, etc. While PMRA 
would still have to go through the entire 
evaluation process, this system would 
greatly reduce their work load. The co-
operative arrangement will be beneficial 
to everyone, from PMRA down to indi-
vidual beekeepers. 

“Light Treatments”
At times, I hear beekeepers speak of 

giving the bees a “light drug/chemical 
treatment” after a few disease cells or a 
few mites were found in the hive. There 
is no such thing as a “light treatment” be-
cause it encourages the pest to develop 
resistance.  A “light treatment” is the 
same as under-dosing which means that 
there is not enough drug or chemical ap-
plied to kill most if not all the target pest. 
Instead, a sub-lethal environment is cre-
ated where all the individuals of the pest 
that are sensitive to the drug or chemical 
will be killed while those with a bit of 

resistance will survive. These survivors 
will be the only ones with a chance to 
reproduce. And again, most of its off-
spring may not survive either except for 
a few. After a few generations exposed to 
low drug or chemical exposure, we have 
essentially selected for the resistant off-
spring to survive. To prevent rapid resist-
ance development, make sure that after 
you have decided that treatment is neces-
sary, always apply full treatment accord-
ing to label instructions.  

Formic Acid (FA65) Fully Registered
On May 20, 2011, the Pest Manage-

ment Regulatory Agency (PMRA) regis-
tered Formic Acid 65% (FA65) with Me-
divet Pharmaceuticals of Alberta as the 
registrant. To appreciate the significance 
of this, a brief recount of the background 
is in order. 

In 1990, the Varroa mite was con-
firmed in Canada. Apistan (fluvalinate) 
became the only proprietary product 
available at that time, but beekeepers 
wanted a cheaper alternative. Formic 
acid had been successfully used in Eur-
ope and preliminary tests in Canada also 
showed promise. The Canadian beekeep-
ing industry requested PMRA to register 
formic acid but since it was not a pro-
prietary product, no corporate entity was 
willing to commit time and resources 
to volunteer to be its registrant. Various 
people including Kerry Clark of the Min-
istry of Agriculture put in great efforts to 
show PMRA the merits of FA and show-
cased the various application methods. 
PMRA agreed and “scheduled” the prod-
uct which enabled beekeepers across 
Canada to apply formic acid legally. 

For some 20 years, Canadian bee-
keepers applied FA successfully using a 
number of application methods, includ-
ing Bill Ruzicka’s MiteGone pads, paper 
towels, the Nassenheider dispenser, etc. 
When in 2010, a Canadian company 
challenged the legality of the scheduled 
formic acid, PMRA served notice to the 
Canadian beekeeping industry that the 

use of liquid formic acid would no longer 
be legal by January 01, 2011. Beekeep-
ers, producer groups and extension spe-
cialists across the country expressed their 
concern that the removal of formic acid 
as a Varroa mite control product would 
be a serious loss to Canadian beekeep-
ers. A full registration of formic acid was 
possible but in the absence of a corporate 
sponsor, the same problem arose as it did 
in 1990. 

This hurdle was overcome when Me-
divet Pharmaceuticals of Alberta volun-
teered to be the registrant of Formic Acid 
65%. It took many months of work and 
negotiation between PMRA, CHC, CAPA 
and Medivet to complete this registration 
process. Beekeepers across Canada owe 
Ursula da Rugna of Medivet a great deal 
of gratitude and many others who took 
on the task of making FA65 available 
to beekeepers without any commercial 
benefit or returns. 

Visit the PMRA website for more de-
tailed information.

Small Hive Beetle update
As mentioned in a earlier issue of 

BeesCene, the Small Hive Beetle (SHB) 
is expected most likely to be introduced 
through migration across the border from 
Washington State. U.S. beekeepers are 
contracted by blueberry and raspberry 
growers close to the Canada/U.S. border. 
I have been in contact with these bee-
keepers and other persons to assess the 
SHB status in Washington State. So far, 
it appears that SHB has not established 
itself as a viable, reproductive popula-
tion in the state. 

Meanwhile, we have also been mon-
itoring for SHB along the Canada/U.S. 
border in the Fraser Valley. No SHB 
presence has been detected. To solicit 
the support of beekeepers, a factsheet 
on SHB (www.al.gov.bc.ca/apiculture) 
has also been distributed to several bee-
keeper associations of the Fraser Valley 
and to several beekeepers who operate 
colonies near the border. 
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Increased awareness of the possible 
introduction of SHB has caused many 
Fraser Valley beekeepers to have a close 
look at their colonies. We have received 
quite few samples of beetles that bee-
keepers believed to be SHB. All speci-
mens were identified as Sap Beetles, a 
large and diverse group of scavenging 
beetles that are not harmful to honey 
bees.

Greater Wax Moth in BC
In 2010, Vancouver Island beekeepers 

expressed their opposition to the change 
of government policy of bee imports in 
part because of the threat of introduc-
tion of the Greater Wax Moth (Galleria 
mellonella). It was my position that the 
concern was unfounded because the pest 
had never been reported in BC or in the 
Prairie provinces. I was wrong. 

Recently, a sample of an immature 
stage of a wax moth was submitted for 
analysis which led to a further investiga-
tion about any records of previous wax 
moth diagnoses in British Columbia. 
The resident curator entomologist of the 
BC Royal Museum confirmed that the 
Greater Wax Moth had been sighted in 
British Columbia in the past. The earli-
est diagnosis of the Greater Wax Moth 
was at Nanaimo in 1904, over 100 years 
ago. Two other specimens were collected 
by beekeeper and insect collector Doug 
Knight in the Creston Valley in 1982.  

The Greater Wax Moth and the close-
ly related Lesser Wax Moth (Achroia 
grisella) were likely introduced to British 
Columbia from the earliest times when 
European honey bees were brought into 
the province. After more than 100 years, 
both species have remained incidental 
pests of damaging stored bee hive equip-
ment. 

The table shows the trends of BC’s 
beekeeping industry from 2001 to 2010. 
During this 10 year period there has been 
a slow but steady decline in the num-
ber of beekeepers. The widely reported 
declines of bee populations in the pub-
lic media has generated a great deal of 
public interest. It is of no surprise that in 
recent years this public interest has re-
sulted in an increase of beekeepers.  2011 
records so far indicate that this trend will 
continue. 

The number of colonies operated in 
the province reached a high in 2006 with 
over 49,000 colonies and a low of 36,574 
colonies in 2008. The sudden drop re-
flects the high winter mortality of B.C. 
colonies during these years. Current col-

ony numbers in the province are close to 
the 10 year average of 42,890 colonies.

While honey yields have dropped, the 
values of annual honey harvests have re-
mained steady. As shown in the details 
of the 2009 and 2010 production years, 
beekeepers have been selling their hive 
products increasingly through the retail 
market which fetches higher prices. 

During the last 10 years, there has 
also been a sharp increase in crop pollin-
ation services. The incomes derived from 
these services have not been reflected in 
the data. 

CFIA Drug Testing
The Canadian Food Inspection 

Agency (CFIA) has indicated this spring 
its plan to collect honey samples from 
domestic and imported honey for labora-
tory analysis. Honey will be analysed for 
the following residues:

ALAR
AMITRAZ
BENOMYL
BENZALDEHYDE
BUTYRIC ANHYDRIDE
EBDC(DC)
EBDC(EBDC)
EBDC(ETU)
FLUOROQUINOLONES
FORMETANATE
FUMAGILLIN **
GLYCOSIDES
IONOPHORES/NICARBAZIN
MACROLIDES
METALS

NITROFURANS
NITROIMIDAZOLES **
PENICILLINS
PESTICIDES-FPH053
PHENICOLS
PHENOL
SULFONAMIDES
TETRACYCLINES
THIABENDAZOLE

The ** indicate new analysis (added 
fall 2010).  In addition, the labs are now 
able to analyze honey for desmycosin.  
In order to determine compliance, any 
amount of desmycosin identified is add-
ed to the tylosin residue (if present) and 
assessed against the WRL for tylosin.

The CFIA is still receiving results 
from the previous fiscal year (April 2010 
- March 2011). Of particular interest 
is the finding of 3 positive residues for 
fumagillin (0.02, 0.0255, 0.0122 ppm; 2 
in Alberta and 1 in Man-Sask).  

The CFIA has also finalized the infor-
mation letters that will be sent to produ-
cers and packers when bee repellents are 
found at a concentration above 0.1 ppm, 
the default MRL for agricultural chem-
icals.  

The CFIA is collecting these samples 
as part of a larger monitoring program 
to collect information on the occurrence 
of chemical residues, food additives and 
microbiological organisms in the Can-
adian food supply. Samples are taken at 
random and from lots where the inspect-
or does not suspect a problem.  
Seeking a new Apiary Inspector – Koo-
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New Zealand 

Ladies looking 

to emigrate to 

Canada. 
Hard working, self 

supporting, like country 

settings or the burbs, 

prefer to take lots of 

flights with an eye for 

interacting with the flora 

and fauna, just go nuts

over flowers, all types.

 6124 Metral Dr., Nanaimo BC V9T 2L6         1-877-390-6890     Phone 250-390-2313    

Fax 250-390-5180      E-mail: flydutch@telus.net   Stan & Cheryl Reist

BEE SUPPLIES  •  PACKAGES  •  NUCS AND QUEENS
Vancouver Island Pollination Services

FLYING DUTCHMAN

Early 
New Zealand 

packages 
Vancouver Island 

and the Gulf Islands
 Sunshine Coast.  

tenays
For many years, Lance Cuthill of Cranbrook has been the 

Apiary Inspector of the Kootenays. Lance has expressed his 
wish to retire on a number of occasions in the last few years. A 
couple of years ago, approval was given to seek a replacement 
and the vacancy was advertised. We received four applications 
but before we could arrange for interviews, all four applicants 
withdrew their applications at once and expressed their hope 
that Lance would remain in the position for a bit longer. Since 
then, beekeepers have often expressed appreciation of the ex-
cellent extension and inspection services offered by Lance. 

This time, we have to try again to find a replacement for 
Lance. Interested individuals with the right qualifications and 
experience may contact our office for more details about the 
position and the application process. 

Lindsay Kislock, ADM – Moving On
After only a few years as Assistant Deputy Minister in the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Lindsay Kislock has taken on an ADM 
position at the Ministry of Health. We are sorry to see her go 
as Lindsay had put in great effort to nurture and improve the 
relationship between the ministry and the beekeeping industry. 
During the interim, Ken Nickel will be acting ADM until Vic-
toria has appointed a new ADM. 

Legislative Changes
As reported in the past, the old Bee Act was placed under 

the Animal Disease Control Act (ADCA) in 2003. At that time, 
there was a need to reduce the total number of ‘stand alone’ 
pieces of legislation. Since the repeal of the Bee Act was never 
ratified in the house, all its provisions remained in effect. 

During the last year, the ADCA has been targeted for a large 
revision with the aim to modernize and update the legislation 
dealing with animal health in all sectors. Principles of animal 
disease control are in many ways universal, regardless of the 
animal involved. Hence, honey bees will also be included 
under the new legislation which is expected to be called the 
Animal Health Act (AHA). The administration and implemen-
tation of the AHA will be under the authority and name of the 
Chief Veterinary Officer or his designate. The new Act will be 
enabling and provides clear guidance to government and pro-
ducers about actions to address animal health. The AHA will 
be complementary to federal legislation and similar legislation 
of other provinces. 

The new legislation will not have a specific “bee section” 
but provisions will be placed in relevant subsections. Specific 
references will be made to bees, beekeepers or bee diseases 
when necessary. Major sections include the listing and classifi-
cation of diseases, traceability, record keeping, quarantine and 
surveillance, and enforcement.

 Representatives of the beekeeping industry through 
the BCHPA will be provided further information in the near 
future and will be consulted on how the new legislation can 
best serve the beekeeping community.  ❀

Paul van Westendorp
Provincial Apiculturist 
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 UBC Research Update
Hello everyone! I hope that honey is 

flowing for you as quick as it is for us 
here! Blackberries seem to be very good 
this year. In addition to supering our 
colonies, we are gearing up for a new big 
project that I will share details of later. In 
the meantime, we have been involved in 
other small stories I will share. Together 
with a virology group that is also at UBC, 
we have found something extremely 
interesting with Israeli Acute Paralysis 
Virus (IAPV). You may recall that this 
is one of the viruses vectored by Varroa 
and it was implicated in many of the bee 
losses in the United States, although I 
believe that link is no longer certain. 
In any case, the virus can certainly 
kill bees and it does this with what we 
thought was only two genes, which is 
quite amazing. By comparison, humans 
have about 25,000 genes and bacteria 
typically have about 3,000 genes. Well, 
we have been able to demonstrate that 
there is actually a third gene in IAPV that 
was not previously known and that this 
gene seems to be functional. We don’t 
know what that function is yet - that will 
be the focus of some future work - but it 
definitely does exist and it redefines what 
we know about the virus.

We have also made a significant 
step in understanding another serious 
bee pathogen: Paenibacillus larvae, the 
cause of American Foulbrood. Despite 
AFB having been studied for decades, 
we still don’t really know why it causes 
disease in bees. At the molecular level 
we are curious about what machinery it 
contains that allows it to be so deadly. 

We have started to try to address this 
by sequencing the entire genome of 
the bacteria, in collaboration with BC’s 
Genome Sciences Centre, the USDA, 
and a group in Belgium. By doing this we 
found several factors and toxins that are 
very likely used by the bacteria to cause 
AFB. We have much more work to do 
to confirm this idea, but the sequencing 
effort was an absolute prerequisite for 
advancing our understanding of AFB, 
and hopefully will one day lead to more 
powerful methods of controlling it.

Research from the rest of the world
I know I don’t have to convince you 

that bees are fascinating! There are 
several aspects of their physiology that 
must rank among the most intriguing 
phenomena in the living world but many 
of these have already been described, 
such as the waggle dance. For me, the 
remaining Holy Grail of bee biology 
was a description of what influences a 
fertilized egg to grow into a queen bee 
versus a worker bee. A recent paper by 
Masaki Kamakura from Japan seems 
to have solved this riddle (Royalactin 
induces queen differentiation in honey 
bees. Nature. (2011) 473:478-483). 
Dr. Kamakura took royal jelly and 
isolated a specific protein from it that 
he showed was able to increase body 
size, enhance ovary development and 
shorten developmental time, as one 
would expect for a queen differentiation 
factor. Surprisingly, a similar effect was 
even seen in fruit flies treated with this 
protein! It is fair to say that this finding 
took the whole field by surprise, as 

there is substantial evidence that other 
molecules are responsible for the queen 
versus worker split. At this point it is not 
clear how to reconcile these conflicting 
observations but Dr. Kamakura’s work 
seems quite convincing in and of itself. 
For me, it was the most exciting thing I 
have read about in the bee literature in 
the last five years! ❀

From the UBC Research Lab

Leonard Foster, BSc, PhD
Photo by Brian Hawkes, Genome BC

 MITE WIPE
Safe method for applying formic acid

 to control bee mites in honeybee
colonies

MUNRO HONEY
Telephone (519) 847-5333          Fax (519) 847-5340

E-mail: info@munrohoney.com  
Website:www.munrohoney.com

Also available from Medivet Pharmaceuticals and Beemaid Honey

We could learn a lot 
from crayons: Some are 
sharp, some are pretty, 

some are dull, while 
others are bright, some 

have weird names, but we 
have to learn how to live 

in the same box.
 – Author Unknown
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Maximize Spring Build-up 
and Colony Health

   Learn more at  www.globalpatties.com
    and call 1-866-948-6084 toll free

    or email  mike@globalpatties.com 
Pollen in our formula is irradiated by Iotron for prevention of bee disease 

GLOBAL PATTIES

Feed ready-made patties from

Bees need both protein and carbohydrate 
for good build-up and large honey crops.  

Feed patties to ensure colony health, 
fast build-up and maximum production.

West Coast Bee 
Supplies

• Apistan Strips

• Fumagilin B
• Menthol Boards
• Hive Boxes

• Bee Suits and much more

Bob Fisher
Phone 604-272-1921    Fax 604-272-1928

Email:  bluebob@shaw.ca

Store Address:
9351 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.

Mailing Address:
9311 #6 Road
Richmond, B.C.
V6W 1E5

• Formic Acid
• Oxytet 25
• Bee Pro
• CheckMite

All Your Basic Beekeeping Needs:

We are pleased to announce that Doug McCutcheon’s BC beekeeping 
history book will be completed this fall.

As you may recall from last year, rather than rush things it was decided 
that we should take the time necessary to ‘do it right’, and postpone 
releasing the book.

The BCHPA Executive intends to thank and honour the tremendous 
effort that Doug and Eileen have invested in A History of Beekeeping 
in British Columbia from 1950 – 2000 at the BCHPA conference in 
Richmond this October.

Thank you to those who’ve already expressed an interest in purchasing 
copies of the book. A waitlist is being kept for advance orders.

Details of the final cost, shipping and handling will be available in 
October.

For further information or to pre-order 
please contact: 

Diane Dunaway
5914 Soda Creek Macalister Rd
Williams Lake, BC V2G 5A5

Tel 250.297.6399
Email: diane@dunawayranch.com

Just in Time for the Holiday Gift Giving Season
A History of Beekeeping in British Columbia from 1950 – 2000
       By Douglas M. McCutcheon
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It is the middle of July and we are 
still waiting for summer weather.  
The recent reports of winter bee 
losses across the country also do not 
boost one’s morale that beekeeping 
is going to get any easier. From 
our recent monthly Board 
Teleconference, I heard that the 
loss in Alberta is at about 30% with 
Nosema being the biggest problem. 
Outdoor losses in Manitoba are 
at 40 % and indoor losses are at 
30%.  They are looking at Agri-
recovery as possible assistance. 

Ontario’s late spring brought losses up to 43%. Quebec’s losses 
appear not too bad , though there were heavy losses in the 
fall.  The losses for the Maritime provinces seem quite low, 
and Saskatchewan stats are pending.  Provincial apiarists and 
beekeepers are perplexed with the sporadic pattern of losses, 
as some yards have low losses of 10 to 15% while other yards 
with the same management practices have suffered quite high 
percentages of over 50%.

In response to these increasing mortality rates over the 
past four years, a national bee diagnostic centre is to open this 
fall under the direction of Grand Prairie College’s Centre for 
Research and Innovation. This Centre will be Canada’s first 
laboratory dedicated to investigating honey bee deaths and will 
use the most effective technologies such as molecular DNA 
base techniques.  It will be situated at the Beaverlodge Research 
Farm in northwest Alberta.  Grand Prairie College is expecting 
to start their Beekeepers Technical program in January, 2012.

The Ontario Beekeepers Association’s (OBA) recent grant 
of $244,000 from Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada and their 
Ministry of Agriculture is for queen rearing and hive health. 
It will enable OBA’s Tech Transfer team to investigate 

management practices of queen bee breeding, integrated pest 
management and nutrition, particularly for pollination colonies.  
This is a three year program to improve honey bee breeding and 
colony management practices, to reduce the high colony losses 
that have occurred over the past five years.  Evaluating queen 
quality will include fertility and disease resistance testing. The 
University of Guelph and University of Manitoba are helping to 
lead this program and the information gained will be available 
to all beekeepers across Canada through published reports and 
presentations at conferences. 

Ontario is the only province operating a Tech Transfer 
program that provides fieldwork to test beekeeping management 
techniques, and the transfer of best management strategies to 
beekeepers.  This new funding to OBA  is expected to give 
beekeepers the ability to have better control of colony genetics 
and health enabling them to better compete with pressures from 
outside influences.

The Canadian Honey Council is proceeding with plans to 
organize a series of workshops and conferences in 2012 to 
gain a national consensus on issues of honey bee health, stock 
replacement and queen breeding. These meetings will include 
partnerships with provincial associations and the Canadian 
Association of Professional Apiculturists (CAPA).  Private 
sponsorships will be pursued to alleviate some of the financial 
resources the Council may require.

 The C-BISQUIT project for tracking and traceability of 
honey is on schedule and expected to be available for voluntary 
use next year.

The streamlining of the Seasonal Agriculture Workers 
Program and the Temporary Foreign Workers Program is 
progressing and should be available to all provinces by mid-
August.

Finally, the Council’s financial situation is on track and 
the production costs of Hivelights are coming close to being 
completely covered by increased advertising revenue.      ❀     

Canadian Honey Council Report

by Gerry McKee
CHC representative 
for British Columbia

Researchers at the University of Guelph, Department of 
Food, Agricultural and Resource Economics and the University 
of British Columbia¹s Department of Food and Resource Eco-
nomics are conducting a study on how production decisions, 
pollination, queen breeding, and preventative practices affect 
both economic performance of beekeepers and colony losses.

The primary goal of the study will be to provide beekeep-
ers with information on production portfolios and practices that 
help increase profits from their operations while maintaining 
healthy bees.

We hope that beekeepers will provide us with their invalu-
able expertise about their industry whose economic contribu-
tion to the Canadian economy is undeniably huge.

 If you are a Canadian beekeeper and you wish to participate 
in the survey, simply visit the website below:

http://www.uoguelph.ca/canpolin/Survey/English/honry_
beekeeper_survey_2010_en.htm

The survey will be open from June 20th through October 
1st, 2011.

You may also request a printed copy of the survey to be 
mailed to you with a return self-addressed stamped envelope 
by contacting:
       
Lina Urbisci
Department of Food, Agricultural and Resource Economics
University of Guelph
(519)824-4120, ext. 53428       hbsurvey@uoguelph.ca
       
If you have any questions about the study, please contact:
Almuhanad Melhim, PhD
Department of Food, Agricultural and Resource Economics
University of Guelph
(519) 824-4120, ext. 56319

Beekeepers Wanted to Participate in Beekeeping-Economics Survey
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by Diane Dunaway

After several seasons of beekeeping, it’s not often that one 
attends a Field Day with a new twist. On June 25 about 20 
beekeepers from the Kootenays and the Okanagan did just this. 
Veteran beekeepers Liz and Terry Huxter invited folks to their 
home in Grand Forks for a treasure hunt of sorts.

An accomplished queen breeder, Liz enjoys keeping up 
with research in her field. This past winter she came across 
some articles about the drone congregation area (DCA) aspect 
of honey bee mating. Her reading included articles by Dr. 
Jamie Strange of USDA-ARS Pollinating Insect Research 
Unit, in conjunction with Washington State University. Liz 
contacted Dr. Strange and learned more about his extensive 
work in France tracking down DCAs.

What is a Drone Congregation Area?
Drone congregation areas are the specific places in the 

sky where drones (male bees) from distant apiaries convene. 
This bee equivalent of a popular singles bar is imperative to 

natural honey bee procreation. It’s in these areas where in the 
warm (minimum 18 to 20 degrees Celsius) spring and sum-
mer months 12 to 18 successful drones (the estimate varies 
upwards) from some 200 plus colonies (more occurring in 
saturated beekeeping regions) will mate a virgin queen during 
her first, and depending on the results, possible successive 
mating flight. If things go according to plan, following mul-
tiple copulations, the queen will return to her colony with her 
spermatheca full of a lifetime’s worth of sperm. Whereas the 
drones will fall from the sky in their newfound penis-less state 
and die a certain death. Ah, but the price of love is steep!

More About DCAs and How to Find Them
Without going into the intricacies of Dr. Strange’s and oth-

ers extensive research, the Huxters briefed Field Day partici-
pants on the basic ins and outs of drone congregation areas.

We were told that established rendezvous areas have been 
known to exist for as long as a 50-year lifespan. Surprisingly, 
DCAs aren’t usually near beeyards. Typically the drones 
gather at tree height, approximately 10 metres, sometimes up 
to 40 metres, above the ground in small sheltered openings. 
They are most often located along the edge of a line of trees, 
not in the depth of a forest, nor in the centre of a field. DCAs 
are frequently found alongside river tracts; these tracts are 
thought to be used by drones for navigational purposes. Dr. 
Strange notes that drones have been traced as far away as 13 
kilometres from their hives along these winding routes. Five 
kilometers is the more commonly cited distance that drones 
are known to travel. 

DCAs are heard before they are seen. Once the drones hone 
in on their target they come at the virgin queen (or artificial 
pheromone-enticing bait equivalent) from all directions form-
ing what is called a Drone Comet containing up to 31 drones 
in each tail. Multiple matings proceed from this celebrated 
discovery of the queen.

Looking for Love in All the Wrong Places

In Hot Pursuit of Drone Congregation Areas

Lix Huxter briefing folks for DCA search sweep

Harry and Ken preparing to launch their virgin into the 
stratosphere
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Our DCA Field Day 
Anyone who’s ever hosted a Field Day understands what is 

involved in having a successful time. Liz and Terry Huxter are 
no exception. They put a great deal of thought and preparation 
into hosting the DCA event, including a few DCA search dry 
runs. The community of Grand Forks must have wondered the 
week leading up to our Field Day if Liz had gone off her rock-
er. She could be seen prancing through the countryside with 
her virgin queen dangling from a mitt-full of balloons! Kudos 
for the effort, and a reminder that there’s safety in numbers!

Our group met at eleven o’clock. It was an intermittently 
cloudy day with the threat of afternoon showers. We gathered 
in and around the Huxters' carport and enjoyed a presentation 
by Master Kootenay Bee Inspector Lance Cuthill. He gave an 
in-depth talk about the advantages of using screened-bottom 
boards in your Integrated Pest Management (IPM). Lance 
and his wife Bobby, in their usual conscientious manner, 
brought several screened-bottom board design examples. He 
went over the pros and cons of each model and emphasized 
the importance of monitoring Varroa mite counts throughout 
the beekeeping season. It was a really good idea to have this 
supplemental education opportunity at the Field Day, adding 
even greater value for participants and hedging the possibility 
that the weather-dependent DCA hunt might not happen.

Following the IPM presentation we broke for an early lunch 
then got together to hear our instructions for the DCA search. 
The participant ‘things to bring’ list for the Field Day included: 
fishing rods with lightweight (three-pound) line to secure the 
queen cage and flight balloons for luring the drones, walkie-
talkies and/or cell phones for communication between teams, 
GPS devices for hopefully documenting any DCA discover-
ies, and an afternoon snack to sustain those with low blood 
sugar. Supplied were: newly-emerged caged virgin queens to 
be used as bait, freshly filled helium balloons to launch the 

Our first drone finds the caged virgin at duck pond area

Terry demonstrates his warming technique.

Wind was a factor during our Field Day.
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said bait into the sky, and maps of the 
Kettle Valley area showing likely DCA 
locations. These locations were broken 
down into designated sections to avoid 
team overlap. 

We ventured out at about one o’clock. 
I joined a team of five keen DCA seek-
ers. We loaded ourselves into the car 
with our virgin, three balloons and a 
clear mission. Luckily we did have some 
insider information as Terry Huxter was 
with us. Given the inclement weather, he 
suggested that we stop by one of their 
nearby beeyards to check and see if the 
bees were in fact even flying. We made 
a quick stop and found that only a few 
drones could be seen venturing out of 
the hive.

Undaunted, we drove along a country 
road and arrived at a private driveway 
that ran parallel to some trees that lined 
the river. “Perfect” we thought, “Let’s 
try here!” Terry walked up the driveway 
to see if anyone was at home and to ask 
if we could please trespass in our pursuit 
of a DCA. It’s at this point, formulating 
a request to the property owner, that one 
realizes the wacky factor of this activ-
ity.

We proceeded with our first attempt. 
Much was learned. The wind was up 
and the temperature was cool. While we 
managed to keep our lines clear of the 
overhead electrical wires, hypothermia 
and motion sickness fell upon our poor 
virgin. Upon bringing her back down to 
earth, we found her listless. Cupping the 
cage in his warm hands Terry coaxed the 

virgin back to life. He was sure he over-
heard her say that next time she would 
only fly Air Canada.

Both disappointed and relieved, we 
carried on to a few more likely DCA 
sites. Weather continued to thwart our 
efforts. At three o’clock we checked in 
with the other teams. Enthusiasm was 
waning, so it was decided that the teams 
would break down into two groups. 
Some went back to the Huxters' for a hot 
cup of tea while the diehards including 
my team, went on to try one last possible 
DCA location near the Huxters' duck 
pond beeyard.

At this point we learned that not all 
balloons are made equal. Sadly, one of 
the teams had the unfortunate experience 
of losing their virgin’s mode of transpor-
tation. Her bubble popped when the dol-
lar store balloon bunch gave out. It was 
suggested that balloons especially made 
for helium might be a better choice in 
the future. Heavy-duty weather balloons, 
which are considerably costlier, were 
also mentioned as an alternative.

Bad weather and balloons aside, our 
day did have a happy ending. Besides the 
delicious potluck and fabulous company, 
lo and behold, the sun broke through at 
the duck pond yard. This easterly end 
of the valley was relatively warm and 
sheltered. 

We quickly launched our balloon 
above a tree-lined bank. After a few 
moments we were thrilled to witness a 
drone arrive at the virgin cage. It would 
be an exaggeration to say that a Drone 

Comet ensued, but with patience and 
time we did manage to attract a small 
shooting star of four visiting drones. 
This was just enough action to whet our 
appetites and get hooked into planning 
further DCA search days in the future. 
We will keep you posted!

Note: For further information about 
organizing Field Days see BeesCene 
May 2008 Volume 24 #2, Having a Field 
Day by Ian Farber.   ❀

Master Beekeeper Lance Cuthill sharing 
his wealth of experience

K e t t l e  V a l l e y  Q u e e n s

4880 WELL ROAD • GRAND FORKS, B.C. V0H 1H5

Queens ~ April - September            Nucs ~ April - June
Elizabeth & Terry Huxter  (250) 442-5204   Email: lizandterry@gmail.com

Breeding sustainable stock today for a brighter future

Tel: 778-990-2176
E-mail: info@urbanbeesupplies.ca
Web: www.urbanbeesupplies.ca

Beekeeping supplies and education for the urban beekeeper

Pick-up locations:

Abbotsford, Burnaby, Richmond, 

Tsawwassen, Vancouver and Whistler

We Ship 
Everywhere!

GloryBee
Beekeeping Supplies

GloryBee carries a wide selection of beekeeping 

supplies for everyone from the hobbyist 

beekeeper to the professional.

Shop with us online.

Equipment  ◆  Tools  ◆  Containers 

Books  ◆  Gifts  ◆  HoneyStix  ◆  Royal Jelly 

Bee Pollen  ◆  Propolis

Family Owned & Operated since 1975

www.GloryBeeFoods.com  • (800) 456-7923

Hardie Honey
PACKAGE BEES • HONEY • WAX • BULK BEES • QUEENS

4035 Robson Road, Duncan BC V9L 6G7
BLAINE & JAN

PH/FAX 250-746-4389
DUAINE  250-748-8471
hardiehoney@shaw.ca
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September 12 - 15, 2011

Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel, Big Island, Hawaii

State of Hawaii Beekeeping • Alternatives to Conventional Beekeeping
New Research (completed projects) • Recovery & Rebuilding Colonies

Excursions: Choice of two day-long visits to beekeeping operations
Registration: CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORMS MUST BE
RECEIVED, WITH PAYMENT, NO LATER THAN AUGUST 10TH.

Accommodations: The WAS Conference rate at the Hapuna Beach Prince
Hotel is $159 per night (+ tax & gratuities), buffet breakfast included.

Available through conference time.
Conference registration and hotel booking forms available from WAS

treasurer Jim Bach, PO Box 397, Selah WA 98942 USA,
phone 509-573-4245 or email jcbach@fairpoint.net

For more information, visit the WAS website at
http://groups.ucanr.org/WAS/Conference_Information

or contact one of the following:
Jenny Bach 808-640-0278 jennaloha@hotmail.com

Cary Dizon 808-966-7421 cpd@dfarm.us
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Clips from the Past
The submission I have is from the 3rd quarter BCHPA 
Newsletter of 1981. In those days the Newsletter (which 
predated BeesCene) was put out singlehandedly by Al-
lan King of Victoria who was editor and publisher. In 
addition to articles that he and other members of BCH-
PA would write, he often reproduced an article from 
the Times Colonist - in some issues there are several. 

One such article is from  the "The Colonist" of Feb. 
25, 1981 and is entitled "Angry widow battles Hydro" 
and is about farming property in the North Peace being 
threatened by the proposed Site C dam. Current pub-
licity regarding Site C suggests this is a new proposal 
which it is not - as it was around 30 years ago! 

~ Dr. John Boone

Ross Peck, Alene Peck's son, 
(her name was spelled wrong in 
the article), has been kind enough 
to update us on his mother and the 
family's situation at this time. 

'She is still going strong at 90 
and lives on her own in Fort St 
John. Her three children, of which 
I am the oldest, have taken over 
the family land, and we are on the 
forefront of this current battle with 
Site C.

My wife Deborah and I live 
on the Peace river near Hudson's 
Hope, and estimate roughly 1/3 of 
our farm holdings (roughly 1000 
acres) will be impacted one way 
or another by the project, either by 
flooding,  subsequent sloughing, or 

indirect effects like Highway relo-
cation. One of the big changes this 
time around is that the so called 
"Clean Energy Act" took Site C out 
of the BCUC (British Columbia 
Utilities Commission) hearings, so 
the taxpayers of BC have lost that 
process to evaluate the expenditure 
of 8 billion (and climbing) of their 
dollars for a project that we don't 
need.

I could go on, but have been in 
the hayfield all day, and more beck-
ons tomorrow.  Any support to stop 
this foolishness is welcome.

Guy and Mary have kept bees 
on our place in the past, and we 
love Hudson's Hope honey.'

❀

!"



      VOLUME 27, #3 FALL 2011   17

by Guy Armitage, Hudson’s Hope Honey, hhhoney@pris.ca

After completing the ‘Beekeeper Technician’ course 
at Fairview College in 1997, followed by a summer of 
apprenticeship, I started my own beekeeping operation with 10 
colonies acquired from a friend and 50 packages from Australia.  
The director of the Fairview program at the time, Dennis 
McKenna, told us that the three main rules of beekeeping 
are: location, location, and location.  He also thought that the 
Hudson’s Hope area was ‘marginal’ for keeping bees, and 
noted that bears had previously chased out a large commercial 
beekeeper.  But it was too late.  I had already fallen in love 
with this Peace River Valley.  With it’s numerous suitable 
microclimates, pristine beauty, clean environment, abundance 
of clover, alfalfa, and wildflowers as well as no monoculture 
crops, spraying, or any other beekeeping operations, I knew 
my bees would do fine.  After a year we added another 25 
packages, and with the introduction of 25 Chilean queens a 
few years ago, we have maintained our operation at around 100 
colonies.  Despite having this sustainability, I feel I know very 
little about managing these amazing creatures and give most of 
the credit for our success to luck and rules 1-3. 

During the first few years we experienced the usual 
challenges, panic moments, and constant head scratching 
that goes with the occupation, but my commute to and from 
the beeyards would take the edge off of any collection of bee 
stings that day. A couple of yards were located along our quiet 
valley highway and a couple more were just off a gravel side 
road (Farrell Creek Road) where, if you met someone, it was 
likely to be one of the landowners out for a drive.  Handshake 
agreements and lots of support for our endeavor from the local 
community made everything a whole lot easier.  I was living 
my dream of an independent, off-the-beaten-track lifestyle.

Around 2004 we found out that we were on top of one of 
the largest natural gas deposits in North America (so much for 

location),  shale gas that requires a huge amount of equipment 
and resources (especially water) to extract.  This energy would 
not be for heating our homes, but for the Alberta oil sands 
and export to foreign markets. Landowners formed groups to 

Site C dam proposal threatens 

small family beekeeping operation

This beeyard is located in a field next to the river in the area which 
would be flooded

Looking east from Farrell Creek Road at the Peace River, this area 
would essentially all become part of the reservoir. 

TM

Our family owned brand was founded in 1884! 
Honey contracts are now being made!

CONTACT 
Ed Stubson or Diane Stubson

Call our toll free number 

1-877-437-9757 
or e-mail kiddbros@telus.net

K.B. Honey Processors Ltd. 
5312 Grimmer Street, Burnaby

Phone (604) 437-9757 Fax (604) 437-6789

powered by honey

Kidd Bros. Honey



18     VOLUME 27, #3 FALL 2011 

Good things come in Richards Packaging...

RICHARDS 
PACKAGING INC.

(604) 270-0111
140 – 9200 Van Horne Way, Richmond B.C. V6X 1W3

www.richardspackaging.com

Glass and Plastic Jars
375ml (500gr Honey) Cylinder Jars
750ml (1kg Honey) cylinder Jars

Hex and Oval Hex 
Glass Jars
(Including 12oz Honey)

Plastic Pails
...and more!

Ask us for our stock item catalogue

address their concerns and question the ‘process’.  However 
the methods, scale and pace of these operations left little time 
for regulators to be effective or rights to be recognized. Our 
valley highway, Highway 29, and a newly paved Farrell Creek 
Road now carry a steady stream of oil and gas traffic year 
round. To avoid traffic, dust, and flaring, we moved all our bees 
down to spots along the river where as yet there is no drilling. 

The provincial government at that time then announced that 
they would be revisiting the proposal to build a third dam on the 
Peace River, known as ‘Site C’.  This would involve flooding 
our valley to create an 80-km long reservoir (location again).  
After several meetings, consultations and letters of concern, 
it is clear that there are many reasons why this proposal is 
questionable, not the least of which is what the the cost will 
be to B.C. taxpayers.  What is perhaps most disturbing is that 
the Campbell government removed the only independent 
panel of experts, the ‘BC Utilities Commission’, from the 
review process, thus eliminating any forum for presenting a 
case against this project.  I won’t rant about this now.  If you 
are interested you can go to the BC Hydro website for the 
smoke and mirrors show, or to the Peace Valley Environmental 
Association (PVEA) website, and although it’s too late this 
year to join us, check out our ‘Paddle for the Peace’ day. (www.
paddleforthepeace.ca). I have the option of choosing a new 
location and moving my colonies, but landowners who have 
been in the area that is to be flooded for up to three generations 
do not have that luxury. 

The beekeeping industry worldwide has been seriously 
threatened with various disease problems and pests.  We have 
been fortunate as we seem to be less affected by these internal 
hive problems.  I have been encouraged by the large amount 
of work being put into research and education to improve 
IPM systems.  Nothing like a crisis to create awareness, and 
there are definitely more people becoming interested in bees 
and beekeeping, some even younger than me.  Old school is 
great for wisdom and guidance, but we will need the energy, 
technological skills, and the vast communication networks 
of young folks to survive and prosper in this global village.  
Perhaps we will start looking outside the ‘bee-box’ to the 
environments that we put our bees in and observe what our 
neighbors and governments (local and otherwise) are doing 
that will negatively or positively affect the health of our hives.  
So let’s get back to the three rules of beekeeping. If anyone has 
an idea for a new location for us, let me know.  I can keep a 
secret, as I have kept this one for 13 years.         

Cheers, and best of luck this season.  ❀

Ross Rounds, Inc.

Round comb section
equipment and

Sundance pollen traps.
Contact your dealer for supplies.

PO Box 11583 • Albany NY 12211-0583
T: 1-518-370-4989 • F: 1-518-381-6370

www.rossrounds.com
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by Ian Bissonnette
This year I wanted to experiment with 

the use of virgin queens, and my goal was 
to hatch queen cells directly into cages to 
be introduced into nucleus colonies.

The potential use of virgin queens 
seems underexplored in North America, 
mainly because of the widespread belief 
that these queens are harder to introduce 
than mated laying queens. However, 
Kristen Traynor describes how Danish 
beekeepers routinely "buy 300 virgin 
queens, which they drop into their hives" 
(ABJ p. 137 FEB 2008 volume 148 no. 
2). More recently, Larry Connor illus-
trates how he is using virgins in his oper-
ation and educating others to do likewise, 
and has been using them since the 1970's 
(ABJ p. 941-943 OCT 2010 volume 
150 no. 10). Larry hatches his queens in 
wood emergence cages and leaves them 
in a queenless bank until needed. They 
are then marked and transfered to JZs 
BZs cages, introduced for 3 days with a 
cap on the cage, and then released manu-
ally or through the candy (use caution 
because virgins take flight easily.)

The real advantage to using virgins in 
this manner is the chance to mark your 
queens, and taking Mr. Connor's route 
gives you this opportunity. If you don't 
feel the need to mark your queens, or you 
just want one cage to simplify your life, 
then this cage might be for you. By hatch-
ing the cell directly into an introduction 
cage you save one step in the process. 

The cage is made as follows: 2 pieces 
of 1/2" water pipe are wrapped with a 2 
3/4" x 2 3/4" piece of #8 hardware cloth 
and tied together with 2 zip ties. The short 
pipe is 1/2" long and is used to hold the 
cell; plastic cell cups fit well, as do 3/4" x 
3/4" wood chips with beeswax cell cups 
that we started using this year. The longer 
pipe is 1 3/8" and can be used for candy 

or clean honey, and capped with a couple 
of pieces of electrical tape. (Please note 
that if your honey is too liquid the queens 
can get trapped in it)

 This year, I was successful 
(meaning I lost a couple of queens here 
and there, as in all queen rearing proce-
dures), hatching the queens in the fin-
isher colony. I left them banked there for 
2 weeks and then released them into the 
same finisher and nucleus colonies. 

Some advantages I see to using vir-
gin queens include:

- the chance to cull undesirable queens 
before the investment in mating

- you know the cell hatched and you 
are not wasting time starting the nuc for 
that queen

- virgins are a bit more robust for 
transportation compared to cells

- extra virgins can be sold at a reduced 

rate
- you can make up nucs more or less 

on your own schedule because the queens 
can be banked for a couple of weeks, un-
like cells

- you can make up nucs 2 weeks later 
which means 2 weeks' worth more bees 
from your 'support' colonies

- the queen will be mated and laying 
earlier in the nuc because she matured in 
the cage

Some disadvantages might be:
- it is not natural for the queen to ma-

ture in a cage but I do not know of any 
studies indicating problems associated 
with this

- cells provide a break in brood rearing 
which is a benefit in fighting Varroa; the 
break in brood rearing could be reduced 
using virgins in this way, so Varroa might 
need to be dealt with in other ways

A banking frame can be made from a 
standard deep frame with two 1 1/2" bars 
added to it, and two cleats on each side 
bar. The two bars have 10, 7/8" holes 
drilled to accept the cages. I would sug-
gest not drilling the holes right through 
or the bar is likely to explode. I left one 
of the zip ties long so as to be able to 
hang the cage between frames. The cages 
are a bit wider than JZsBZs but I can still 
squeeze them between frames with 10 
frames in a box. 

If anything, I hope that this adds an-
other possibility to your beekeeping op-
eration. There could be a time when you 
have to go away or you are short of time 
to make up your nucs and this cage could 
save your batch of queens. Or, more im-
portantly, maybe this article will inspire 
you to create a better cage or discover 
new options for queen rearing. ❀

New and Used 
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Mackay's ensemble 
Before opening ensemble restaurant in 

May 2011, Canada's first Top Chef Dale 
MacKay worked kitchen front lines and 
opened restaurants for top chefs Gordon 
Ramsay and Daniel Boulud.  

From the time he was 17 years old, he 
was focused on becoming a great Cana-
dian chef with his own unique culinary 
style and voice.  His experience runs a 
gamut of challenge and profile, from the 
anonymity of private chefing in Italy, to 
assuming the title of the Youngest Grand 
Chef in the World (at age 27, of 160 
globally) as Executive Chef of the Five 
Diamond, Grand Relais & Chateau Lu-
mière, in Vancouver, and most recently to a widely publicized 
battle for culinary supremacy on Top Chef Canada.

Ironically, his love affair with kitchens began in Vancouver 
just a few doors north of his ensemble address – at a chain diner 
where he worked briefly as a fry cook. Soon after, armed only 
with a fistful of dollars and unbridled enthusiasm, Dale set off 
to London, England – with no appointment, no formal culinary 
training and no resume - to ask Chef Gordon Ramsay for a job 
in his Chelsea restaurant kitchen.

As Ramsay’s protégé, he’d worked in London at Claridge’s 
Hotel and at the three-Michelin-starred Restaurant Gordon 
Ramsay, and in Tokyo at The Conrad Tokyo Hotel. Before re-
turning to Canada, Dale worked as Executive Sous Chef at the 
London NYC Hotel, overseeing Restaurant Gordon Ramsay, 
Maze Restaurant, private dining and room service.

Chef MacKay moved back to Vancouver in 2007 and 

worked as Executive Chef at Lumière. In 
December of 2008, Dale became Execu-
tive Chef of both Lumière and db bistro 
moderne Vancouver, and remained there 
honing his craft and his reputation for 
applying classical French technique to 
pacific northwest ingredients, until the 
restaurants closed their doors in March 
of 2011.

One week later, Dale announced the 
May 2011 opening of ensemble, and one 
month later, Top Chef Canada began air-
ing on the Food Network.  Having con-
solidated a career’s worth of lessons, 
mistakes, opportunities and successes 
into the previous 13 years, Dale knew 

exactly what he wanted for his first restaurant.   “My life as 
a Chef and as a single father to my young son Ayden taught 
me so much of what I need to know about people and opening 
my own restaurant … that is, surround myself with intensely 
talented, creative, disciplined, impassioned, authentic people I 
can trust, and empower them to shine as key players on a suc-
cessful team – a.k.a. ensemble. Finally, lead by example and 
work harder than anyone else.”  On July 4, 2011, Dale was 
named Top Chef Canada - the country's first.
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When Dale is not in the kitchen or on the floor at ensemble, 
he and Ayden keep busy doing homework, exploring the city, 
and visiting family and friends. He is committed to passing his 
good fortune forward, and working with aspiring young chefs 
at the Templeton Culinary Arts Centre in Vancouver.

History of a Little Cake 
The madeleine, also known as the petite madeleine, is a tra-

ditional small cake from Commercy and Liverdun, two com-
munes of the Lorraine region in northeastern France. They are 
very small sponge cakes which are baked in special pans which 
have shell-shaped depressions, which can be found in specialty 
kitchen shops and even sometimes in hardware stores. A gé-
noise cake batter is used. The flavor is similar to, but somewhat 
lighter than, sponge cake. Traditional recipes include very fine-
ly ground nuts, usually almonds. A variation uses lemon zest, 
for a pronounced lemony taste.

There are several conflicting versions of the origin of the 
madeleine. This is the most popular:

In 1755 Stanislaw Leszczynski, a Polish King who was at 
that time in exile in Commercy, Lorraine had a dinner without 
a dessert afterwards. He insisted to have one. Once the golden 
brown sweet cakes were presented to him by a young female 
servant, he was happy. Stanislaw was very fond of this servant, 
whose name was Madeleine, and thus the cakes were named. 
He sent a dozen to his daughter Marie who was married to Louis 
XV, and following that in Versailles, madeleines became very 
popular among the nobility. But it was Marcel Proust who truly 
made them famous. The french writer (1871 – 1922) writes in 
his most famous work, 'Ã la Recherce du Temps Perdu' (trans-
lated as 'Remembrance of Things Past'), several passages about 
madeleines. The character in this book puts a madeleine in a 
cup of blossom tea, the taste of which brings back memories 
from his youth. 

Dale and his sous chef Brad Hendrickson have kindly shared 
this recipe for the little cakes, which they are currently serving 
at their restaurant.

Honey Madeleines
Ingredients:
3 Eggs
2 Tbs Brown Sugar
½ cup White Sugar
1 cup Flour
1½ tsp Baking Powder
½ cup Butter
¼ cup Honey
 Powdered Sugar

Method:
1. Melt honey and 
butter over low heat, 
being careful not to 
burn it. Set aside to 
cool.
2. In a medium sized 
bowl, whisk togeth-
er eggs and both 
sugars until doubled 
in volume.
3. Add flour and bak-
ing powder to egg 
mixture and whisk 
together, scraping 
the bowl as you go.
4. Whisk in the 
cooled butter and 
honey.
5. Grease madeleine 
trays with pan spray 
or butter, making sure they are well greased or the cakes will 
stick. Sprinkle with flour and then tap the trays to remove ex-
cess.
6. Drop a generous tablespoon of batter into the middle of each 
prepared mold, leaving the batter mounded in the center. This 
will give the madeleines their classic 'humped' appearance.
7. Bake at 350 degrees for about 10 minutes or until golden 
brown.
8. Sprinkle with powdered sugar and enjoy!  ❀
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text and photos by Pauline Thompson
 The spring this year looks like it was good for royalty: 
lots of new queens and happy newly weds.

The BCHPA has been instrumental in making many of these 
happy matches by training another 50 beekeepers in the art and 
science of queen rearing. Over the past 14 months this brings 
our total to more than 100 beekeepers who have participated in 
the Integrated Pest Management workshops focusing on queen 
selection, rearing and breeding. Participants completed a course 
questionnaire at the end of the programs and most indicated 
that they will be raising their own queens, they will keep better 
records for selection and that they will share their new skills 
and information with other beekeepers.

These training and information exchange sessions are part 
of the strategic initiative on education of your association. 
Unfortunately, this year the courses were not eligible for IAF 
funding as they were perceived to be a repeat of last year’s 
courses (not a ‘new’ project), and that they were ‘educational’ 
in nature. This is also despite a long waiting list from 2010. 
Our efforts, in appeal, to describe this need in economic terms 
- identification and perpetuation of strong stock, sustainability 
and self-reliance of our beekeepers, opportunity to expand the 
income of beekeepers through sale of queens and nucs, and 
reduction of reliance on imports - were not convincing enough.  
Problem solved last year so we need a new problem!

The executive of the BCHPA, however, is very pleased 
with the response of the membership to the workshops and 
the results.  Education will always be necessary, whether it is 
business planning, marketing skills, new treatments for Varroa, 
or Integrated Pest Management. Our industry can only advance 
and thrive through the communication of better beekeeping 
practices.    

This was my second queen rearing course (Heather Higo’s 
last year and Sol Nowitz’s this year). Both were excellent 
but quite different. While I successfully grafted and raised 
queens last summer, I’ve had similar success this year using 
a completely different technique demonstrated by Sol. Lesson 
learned: beekeepers need to be able to fall back on a variety 
of proven techniques that fit their particular yard, weather 
conditions, the number of queens they are raising and their 
personal preferences. I am looking forward to spending a 

weekend, perhaps next year, in John Gates’ course. 
As a ‘small scale producer’ or ‘hobbyist’, as are the majority 

of our members, I appreciate that these skills will improve my 
yard stock, allow me to share better stock with local beekeepers, 

potentially generate some income from the sale of nucs (always 
sold after inspection!), and help in building up a locally raised 
stock that may be more suitable for our local conditions.

We would especially like to thank instructors Heather Higo 
and host Mike and Judy Campbell at Campbell’s Gold apiary 
in Langley, Sol Nowitz and his Jinglepot apiary in Nanaimo 
and John Gates and his host Bill Stagg at  Sweetacre apiary 
in Tappen.  Their wealth of information, years of experience 
and infinite capacity for answering questions made for very 
satisfying weekends for the participants. Our thanks and 
appreciation is also extended to Wayne Neidig for organizing 
and promoting the workshops and for his assistance in Langley, 
and also to Brenda Jager for her assistance in Nanaimo.  ❀

BCHPA Queen Rearing Workshops Spring 2011

'La reine du Québec '

Sol Nowitz and participants in Nanaimo

      Looking for the queen.
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by Brenda Jager
 One of the most important aspects of the BCHPA An-

nual General Meeting is the discussion of issues and the debate 
between differing opinions that arise.  Motions to make chang-
es to the constitution and bylaws require at least 90 days notice 
to members so that divisions of the association have adequate 
time to discuss motions at their club meetings. 

However, motions to change non-constitutional policy can 
be brought forth on the day. For example, motions to strike 
committees and spend money do not always require prior no-
tice. The BCHPA is a democratic organization and I would like 
to encourage the membership to bring forth their issues to al-
low dialogue and create momentum to continue to improve our 
organization. The executive require input and feedback from 
members to ensure policy development and programming 
meets the needs of membership. 

I would like to encourage motions that can be forwarded to 
clubs prior to the meeting so that club reps and regional reps 
have input from their areas before further discussion and votes 
at the AGM. 

Motions are easy to make. The format is to state “I move to 
…(fill in request)”. Another member can then second the mo-
tion to discuss the question made.” There are so many issues 
for beekeepers now it is important that we become more active 

in at least discussing these issues. The BCHPA CHC represen-
tative is given direction through these discussions for voting on 
questions of national importance. 

Do you have an opinion on opening the mainland Canada-
US border to package imports? You may be asked, yet again, 
to vote on this issue. 

Do you think we should be calling on government to ban the 
use of antibiotics in our hives in BC? Or perhaps you would like 
to force beekeepers to use antibiotics for EFB even though their 
honey will not be saleable if they do? Or perhaps you would 
like to encourage beekeepers to take hives out of production 
for treatment by providing an incentive payment through an 
insurance program in conjunction with government programs 
that cover agricultural losses? 

As a lobbyist organization, the BCHPA can work as a liaison 
to encourage government and members to move forward with 
the development of a multitude of projects. It all starts with a 
motion and discussion at our AGM. 

The Executive encourages you to forward your motions to 
the Secretary at bchpa.secretary@gmail.com or by mailing it 
to the address listed on the executive contact page. To enable 
other members to develop input before the AGM, I will ensure 
that they are distributed via email and listed on our website. 

❀

Motions for the Floor
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Set up and Measures of Varroa Mite Resistance Workshop
by Brenda Jager
The Duncan Assessment Yard (DAY) Project is up and 

running, and thanks to the seed money provided by the BC Bee 
Breeders and BC Honey Producers, our project qualified for 
$11,500 from the Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada program 
through the Canadian Agricultural Adaptation Program 
(CAAP). In British Columbia, this program is delivered by the 
Investment Agriculture Foundation of BC.

Early this spring the BC Bee Breeders sent equipment to 

Iotron in Port Coquitlam for irradiation. This was to ensure 
that our project would start with clean equipment. A great 
big thank you for the generosity of Grant Stringer of Van Isle 
Apiaries and Bee Products. Grant reduced our transportation 
costs by trucking our equipment to the Iotron facility. Grant 
also unloaded and reloaded the boxes on his own. 

Also this spring, DAY hosts Steve and Gail Mitchell were 
busy painting boxes and putting together frames and new wax 
foundation for the hives. A thank you to Stan and Cheryl Reist 
of Flying Dutchman for a donation of a box of wooden frames. 

Due to weather, the bees on the coast were slow to build up 
this spring. However, Blaine and Jan Hardy of Hardie Honey 
and Sol Nowitz of Jinglepot Apiaries were still able to provide 
our packages in May. Half of the packages have Austrialian 
Queens and half are locally bred. After hiving the packages, 
we had only one queen problem. This queen was replaced with 
a local queen that will continue for the whole project. The 
original 24 queens will be available for sale at the beginning of 
August after our official project queens arrive. 

After hiving, the bees were fed sugar syrup once a week 
to encourage the building of comb. A check on July 4th by 
myself showed that the bees had generally developed their 
first standard box of comb and had an average of 5 frames of 
brood. Feeding of the hives will now stop and the bees will be 
allowed to build using local nectar. So far there is little honey 
on the island this year due to bad weather during the first half 

of blackberry bloom. We hope the sunshine of late will improve 
conditions. No honey will be removed from the bees this year; 
they will be allowed to keep all of their collection. If necessary 
we will resume feeding of the hives to prepare them for winter. 

The official assessment queens should arrive in the first half 
of August. This is later than we planned, due to the weather, 

The DAY Project
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High tech microscope brought from Beaverlodge Research station 
to project images of Varroa families infesting brood cells.   
 photo- Brenda Jager

Dr. Rob Currie and Liz Huxter using an otoscope to check out a 
pupa.  photo - Brenda Jager
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but still in plenty of time to prepare them for overwintering 
with their own bees. Andony Melathopoulos of Beaverlodge 
Research Station is overseeing the choice of our queen stock 
and has informed me the mother is a cross between a Glenn 
Varroa Sensitive Hygienic line, and stock with consistently 
high hygienic behavior over multiple tests. I am excited to 
test out this stock that is rated so well and has survived harsh 
Canadian winter weather. 

The first of our workshop series Measures of Varroa 
Resistance was delivered July 16 at the Cowichan Exhibition 
Office in Duncan. The class was full with 15 participants from 
the Kootenays, the Lower Mainland and Vancouver Island. 
This workshop provided detailed assessment information for 
breeders to select stock that shows resistance and tolerance to 
Varroa mites. The workshop was led by Dr. Stephen Pernal of 
Beaverlodge Research Station who described VSH research 
and assessment techniques. Guest speaker Dr. Rob Currie of 
the University of Manitoba provided research information on 
grooming behavior of bees and described measures to identify 
hives that have been found to remove Varroa. Guest speaker Liz 
Huxter, also a queen breeder, described ways to identify hives 
likely to exhibit VSH behavior in the field, which merit further 
testing. A great big thank you to our presenters who traveled 
long distances to provide us with this valuable information. 

Another great big thank you to Blaine Hardie who came 

to our rescue at the last minute during our setup when a 
special steel microscope stand, that was purpose made for 
the workshop, required a larger hole drilled to accommodate 
the countersinking of a bolt. Without his availability and drill 
press, our workshop would not have been as complete. Blaine 
also provided us with keys to the building and two last minute 
tables. A thank you also to Steve Mitchell for the use of his 
table. This workshop really was a group effort.

The other two workshops planned for this year will be 
held August 20th and 21st at the Duncan Assessment Yard. 
On August 20th, I will be showing participants assessment 
techniques to use in the field for comparing hives and choosing 
breeders. On August 21st Steve Mitchell will teach the use 
of dissecting and compound microscopes and then our team 
will teach participants to identify tracheal mite and Nosema 
infestations. These workshops will be geared toward breeders, 
but any beekeepers with at least a year of experience can gain 
valuable information.

If these workshops are popular, they will be repeated next 
spring as part of the DAY project. Participants can sign up 
for the workshops by contacting me, Brenda Jager, at bchpa.
secretary@gmail.com or by calling 250-755-5834. These 
workshops are separate and we will take up to 18 participants 
per day. Cost is $35 for BCHPA members and $85 for non-
members. ❀
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 info@ferrisfencing.com  www.ferrisfencing.com

Sun Scorpion

Group learns technique for scoring Varroa infestation levels.
 photo - Liz Huxter

DAY host Steve Mitchell investigating brood frames with Liz 
Huxter and Barry Denluck in the background.   
   photo - Brenda Jager
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by Dr. Stephen Pernal – AAFC Beaverlodge
What is Varroa Sensitive Hygiene (VSH)?  

VSH behaviour is characterized by a disproportionate 
removal of sealed brood that has been parasitized by Varroa 
destructor.  Bees with this trait selectively remove pupae 
with actively reproducing mites, leaving cells containing 
mites which may be dead, have not laid eggs or have delayed 
their reproduction.  Through many years of research by Dr. 
John Harbo and Dr. Jeffrey Harris at USDA Baton Rouge, 
this trait has been demonstrated to be heritable and can 
be selected upon for improved overall Varroa resistance.  
This trait confers resistance to Varroa even when queens 
are outcrossed.  

In early years the trait was referred to as Suppressed 
Mite Reproduction or SMR.  More recently, the mechanism 
behind this trait has become better understood and it has 
been renamed VSH.

Though there are several reasons why mites that remain 
in the brood of VSH colonies may have lower reproductive 
success, the two key factors that are most highly correlated 
with the overall reduction in mite populations in VSH 
colonies are: 1) the overall reduction in brood cells that 
contain mites and, 2) the low levels of “fertility” of the mites 
remaining in the brood.  “Fertility” is defined as the ability 

of mites to at least lay one egg.  
How to do the VSH “Quick Test” Assay:

The assay consists of a seven day removal test to make 
measures of both removal of Varroa-infested brood as well 
as changes fertility of mites remaining in the brood.

1. Maintain a population of genetically unrelated 
colonies to act as mite source colonies for the selection of 
breeders.  Source colonies should have 10 – 20% levels of 
brood infestation.  Higher levels are preferred.

2.  Select a frame of capped brood that contains 
predominantly prepupae or white-eyed pupae. Frames 
should be chosen to have approximately 180 cm2 of brood 
(70 in2).  Avoid frames that have only small patches of 
brood.  For increased precision, queens may be excluded on 
a single frame, 9 days prior, though this is not a requirement.

3.  To determine base-line infestation rate, sample 
200 capped prepupae or white-eyed pupae.  This is 
accomplished by opening a straight transect of cells in a 

horizontal direction on the frame.
Photo credit: USDA

At the prepupal and white-eyed pupal stage, typically 
only a foundress mite, eggs and perhaps one female 
protonymph will be present.  For cells that contain mites, 
record the age (stage) of the host pupa, the number of 
foundress mites, as well as the number of offspring and 
extent of their development.

Typically a proficient individual can perform one 
baseline infestation inspection within 1 hour.  

If testing is spread over several days, one precaution is to 
distribute the test combs to all stock types within the same 
day of testing.  If only one stock type is being evaluated, 
colonies being assessed should be randomly chosen 
throughout the apiary.

4.  Place the brood frame into the centre of the broodnest 
of the colony being tested for one week.  This colony would 
be a potential breeder.  Ensure the breeder colony number 
is written on the top bar with a paint pen along with the 
date and time placed in the colony.  Also indicate with an 
arrow what side of the frame that was examined.

5.  Examine the cohort of brood examined after 7 days.  
Ensure this is the same cohort that was sampled to measure 
initial infestation.  

After one week, the brood will predominantly be 
composed of pupae with tanned bodies and white to grey 
wing pads.  Normally reproducing mite families will contain 
all stages of development.

Examine a minimum of 200 cells, similar to that for 
the initial infestation measurement.  If 200 cells have been 
examined and less than 30 cells have been found without 
mites, continue examining cells until 30 are found.  If the 
colony being evaluated highly expresses VSH behaviour, 
the number of cells examined to find 30 infested cells could 
double.

Do not assess cells with more than one foundress.
The age of host pupae, the number of foundress mites, 

the number of offspring (including eggs) and extent of 
offspring development should be recorded.  

6.   For the VSH quick test only very basic data are 
required. These include the initial percentage infestation 
of mites in brood, the final (7 day) percentage of mites in 
brood, and the percentage of cells with mites that produce 
any offspring on the 7-day assessment (fertility).  

Calculate the following parameters:

How to Perform VSH “Quick Tests” for Breeder Selection
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Brood infestation:  Number of 
varroa infested cells / total cells 
examined.  Calculate for initial and 7 
day brood examinations.

Relative Decrease in Infestation:  
(Initial percentage infestation – 7 
day percentage infestation) / initial 
percentage infestation before 
exposure.

Fertility:  Percentage of cells with 
containing a foundress that produce 

any progeny, including eggs, in the 7 
day assessment.    

Select colonies to breed from 
that have large decreases in 7 day 
infestation rates and low levels of mite 
fertility.

A varroa mite (center) with her 
first egg (upper left).  The yellowish 

material below the mite is the shed 
larval skin from the prepupa, and the 
white material in the lower right of the 
cell is the mite feces.  First egg is laid at 
the end of the prepual stage or 3 days 
postcapping.  (USDA)

The male protonymph as seen 

during day 12-13 of the honey 
bee's pupal development (4-5 days 
postcapping).  This cell also contains 
two additional mite eggs (one above 
and one to the right of the male).  

(USDA)

The body of the pupa as seen on 

the 16-17th day (8 days postcapping).  
Notice that the joints on the legs 
are pigmented.  The white spots on 

the pupa's abdomen are mite feces. 
(USDA)

By the end of the 17th day (9-10 
days postcapping), the pupa has a 
dark tan or grey appearance. (USDA)

Patch of brood with tanned bodies. 
(USDA)

A mite family as seen on the 

Typical mite 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
relative to the 
bee's development 
(USDA).

➥

➥
➥

➥ ➥

Note: for more information on this 
and related topics visit the USDA website 
at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/br/bees/
index.htm.
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Beekeepers are invited to the Duncan Assessment Yard Project Workshops

John Niblock, a member of the Kam-
loops BCHPA for over thirty-five years, 
passed away on Saturday, May 7, 2011, 
in his 80th year.

John is survived by his three daugh-
ters: Jackie Niblock (Bruce MacKinnon), 
Rachel Niblock (Wayne Atkinson), and 

Jeanne Preto (Edward);  his two sisters: 
Ida Connaghan, and Beth Cruickshank 
(Forbes); and his three grandchildren: 
Sara-Jane Niblock, Anthony Preto, and 
Hanna Preto. He also leaves behind his 
best friend Bert Malfair, his surrogate 
daughters: Paula, Liesl, and Marianne, 
and numerous other relatives and close 
friends.

John was born in Kelowna and always 
held a soft spot in his heart for the In-
terior of British Columbia. He left Brit-
ish Columbia in 1951 to join the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police and soon after 
met and married Fern in 1956. John and 
Fern returned to B.C. and were posted to 
many communities within the province, 
making life long friends along the way.   

His final RCMP posting was Kam-
loops in 1974, where John and Fern 
bought their first and only house, and fin-
ished raising their girls. John FINALLY 
retired in 1987 with over thirty years 
of service. Following that career, John 

drove a school bus for 10 years  where 
he frequently gave the students ‘tickets’ 
for making too much noise. He truly had 
enforcement in his blood! 

John kept as many as fifty beehives, 
and was known for seeking out the most 
favorable spots for his bees.   Another 
local beekeeper, who had found what 
he thought was the best spot for his bee-
hives, contacted the rancher and was told 
“John the cop has already been here and 
is putting his hives there.”  His “Kam-
loops Honey” was the best.

In John’s memory, the Kamloops 
BCHPA has donated $100 to the Boone 
Hodgson Wilkinson Fund.  ❀

JOHN NIBLOCK
 October 15, 1930  -  May 7, 2011

Passings
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from a Wired.com post by Brendan Keim
Honeybees have become the first 

invertebrates to exhibit pessimism, a 
benchmark cognitive trait supposedly 
limited to “higher” animals.

If these honeybee blues are interpreted 
as they would be in dogs or horses or hu-
mans, then insects might have feelings.

Honeybee response “has more in com-
mon with that of vertebrates than previ-
ously thought,” wrote Newcastle Univer-
sity researchers Melissa Bateson and Jeri 
Wright in their bee study, published June 
2 in Current Biology. The findings “sug-
gest that honeybees could be regarded as 
exhibiting emotions.”

Bateson and Wright tested their bees 
with a type of experiment designed to 
show whether animals are, like humans, 
capable of experiencing cognitive states 
in which ambiguous information is inter-
preted in negative fashion.

Of course, unlike unhappy people, 
animals can’t say that the glass is half-
empty. Researchers must first train them 
to associate one stimulus — a sound, a 
shape, or for honeybees, a smell — with 
a positive reward, and a second with a 
punishment.

Then, by prompting the animals with 
a third, in-between stimulus, it’s possible 
to assess their outlook. Like a depressed 
person seeing hostility in a neutral gaze, 
pessimistic animals tend to treat that un-
certain stimulus like a punishment.

Such tests might seem simplistic com-
pared to the richness of human emotion, 
but they’re the most objective available 
tool for comparing cognition across spe-
cies. And pessimism is no mean feat: it’s 
a form of cognitive bias, considered in 
humans to be an aspect of emotion. You 
can’t be pessimistic if you don’t have an 
inner life.

Earlier research has found rats and 
dogs capable of pessimism. Bateson has 
also documented pessimism in starlings. 
But though honeybees have passed tests 
of pattern recognition and spatial mod-
eling, the idea of feelings occurring in 
their sesame-seed-sized brains is gener-
ally considered unlikely, if not downright 
laughable.

“Invertebrates like bees aren’t typi-
cally thought of as having human-like 
emotions,” said Bateson, yet honeybees 
and vertebrates share many neurologi-
cal traits. “Way, way back, we share a 
common ancestor. The basic physiology 

of the brain has been retained over evo-
lutionary time. There are basic similari-
ties.”

Until now, though, they hadn’t been 
tested. Bateson and Wright trained their 
honeybees to associate one scent with 
a sugary reward and another scent with 
bitterness. Then they shook half their 
beehives, mimicking a predator attack. 
Afterwards, shaken bees still responded 
to the sugary scent, but were more reluc-
tant than their unshaken brethren to in-
vestigate the in-between smell.  

Further analysis of the shaken bees’ 
brains found altered levels of dopamine, 
serotonin and octopamine, three neu-
rotransmitters implicated in depression. 
In short, the bees acted like they felt pes-
simistic, and their brains looked like it, 
too.

“The methodology is sound,” said 
Lori Marino, an Emory University evo-
lutionary neurobiologist who was not 
involved in the study. “I don’t think it’s 
a stretch to say that they are tapping into 
bee emotions. After all, every animal has 
to have emotions in order to learn and to 
make decisions.  And we already know 
from many other studies that bees are re-
ally cognitively sophisticated.”

But Bateson said the results could be 
interpreted another way. “Either bees 
have feelings, or cognitive bias isn’t as 
tightly correlated with feelings as we 
thought,” she said. “Maybe cognitive 
bias is not a good measure of emotion.”

In future studies, Bateson hopes to 
elicit from honeybees other forms of ap-
parent emotion, such as happiness. She 
also wonders about the mental effects of 
chemicals and disease.

“It would be interesting to know if 
pesticides were altering their cognition, 
creating states similar to depression,” 
she said.

Copyright © 2011 Condé Nast Pub-
lications. All rights reserved. Original-
ly published in Wired.com. Reprinted 
by permission. See the original ar-
ticle at: http://www.wired.com/wired-
science/2011/06/honeybee-pessimism/. 

Note: to see the original paper and a 
video of the researchers discussing their 
work, as well as an interesting com-
ment in response to it: http://www.cell.
com/current-biology/abstract/S0960-
9822%2811%2900544-6    ❀

Honey Bees and Cognition
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Dr. Stephen Pernal
Dr. Pernal received his B.Sc. (Spec.) in 
Zoology from Brandon University and his 
M.Sc. and Ph.D. in Entomology from the 
University of Manitoba.  His doctoral work 
concentrated on honey bee nutrition and 
the influence of pollen quality on foraging 
strategies in honey bees.  His thesis work 
was awarded the University of Manitoba 
Distinguished Dissertation Award in the 
Natural Sciences and Engineering for 2001. 
From 1998 to 2001, he was a postdoctoral 
fellow with Mark Winston at Simon Fraser 

University where he worked on isolating naturally produced com-
pounds from larval and adult honey bees, which serve as attractants and 
repellents for Varroa destructor.
Since the fall of 2001 he has been employed by the Canadian Federal 
Government as a Research Scientist with Agriculture & Agri-Food 
Canada in Beaverlodge, Alberta.  His work has focused on detection, 
control and residue issues concerning oxytetracycline-resistant AFB 
and food-grade therapies for chalkbrood disease.  Currently, he is 
involved in a project examining management strategies and therapies 
for Nosema ceranae as well as research that aims to evaluate and select 
for resistance factors to American foulbrood disease and Varroa mites.
He has recently served as Officer-in-Charge of Beaverlodge Research 
Farm and is Past President of the Canadian Association of Professional 
Apiculturists.

Dr. Leonard Foster 
Dr. Leonard Foster grew up in McBride, in 

the Central Interior of BC, and completed his 
Bachelor's in Biochemistry at Simon Fraser Uni-
versity, working during the summers with Mark 
Winston and Keith Slessor on queen mandibu-
lar pheromone. From there, he went to Toronto 
to pursue graduate studies in cell biology and 
biochemistry with Dr. Amira Klip at the Hospi-
tal for Sick Children. Following this, he moved 
to Odense, Denmark to learn about mass spec-
trometry and proteomics in one of the founding 
labs of this burgeoning field. He returned to BC 
in January of 2005 to start his own laboratory in 
the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology and the Centre for High-Throughput 

Biology at UBC. His group applies quantitative proteomics, biochemistry, and cell 
biology to understand host-pathogen interactions, including human bacterial patho-
gens and various honey bee pathogens. Dr. Foster is the Canada Research Chair in 
Quantitative Proteomics. 

George Hansen
George Hansen became a beekeeper after a first career as a teacher in a bilingual educa-
tion project. Since starting the Foothills Honey Company from scratch 30 years ago, 
George and his wife Susan now run 3,500 colonies in Oregon, Washington and Califor-
nia. Hansen is also a partner in a second beekeeping venture in Montana. George Hansen 
has served as president on several occasions in the Oregon State Beekeepers Associa-
tion, currently is on the Board of Directors of the American Beekeeping Federation, and 
the Foundation for the Preservation of the Honeybee. 

Robert Liptrot
Robert Liptrot has been a beekeeper 
for over 40 years and he, along with his 
partner Dana LeComte, opened Tug-
well Creek Honey Farm and Meadery 
in 1998, which is the first meadery in 
Western Canada. Bob holds a Masters 
in Entomology from SFU and is actively 
involved in several beekeeping orga-
nizations as well as in the community, 
teaching beekeeping courses and provid-
ing knowledge through gatherings at the 
Tugwell farm. 

Dr. Tom Lawrence
Tim Lawrence is the 
Washington State 
University Exten-
sion Director in Is-
land County. He has 
his Ph.D from Ohio 
State University in 
environmental sci-
ences with a focus on 
human dimensions. 

He has more than 18 years of Extension experience 
in both Community Development, and Agricultural 
and Natural Resources. Tim holds a Bachelors de-
gree in Apiculture and Pomology, was a commercial 
beekeeper for more than 20 years, and has an ad-
junct appointment in the Entomology Department 
and Honey Bee Health Program at Washington State 
University. He has been married to Susan Cobey for 
nearly 30 years.

AGM Speakers
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Dr. Elizabeth Elle 
Elizabeth Elle holds a Ph.D in Ecology 
and Evolution from Rutgers University 
and a Masters in Arts and Teaching 
from SUNY at Binghamton. Her re-
search program focuses on the impor-
tance of ecological selection pressures, 
primarily by insects, for the evolution 
of plant traits, and the determinants and 
impacts of variation in pollinator diver-
sity in fragmented ecosystems. 

Dr. Dewey Caron
Dr. Dewey Caron has authored 5 books, numerous 
book chapters, over 70 scientific publications, and 
over 300 popular articles on bees and insects.  In 
previous service, he has been Board member, Pres-
ident, Foundation chairman and Chairman of the 
Board of the Eastern Apicultural Society (EAS).  
In 2012, he will serve as co-program chair of the 
Eastern Apicultural Society (EAS) conference at 
the University of Vermont.  He is also the immedi-
ate past president of Western Apicultural Society 
(WAS).  Dr. Caron has a MS in Ecology from the 
University of Tennessee and a PhD in Entomology 
from Cornell University.

Dr. Pierre Giovenazzo 
Pierre Giovenazzo is a Ph.D candidate and teacher 
at the Université Laval in Québec City. Pierre’s 
main research topics are integrated pest manage-
ment against Varroa, honey bee stock evaluation 
and selection and more recently the biology of the 
Small Hive Beetle. 

Susan Cobey
Susan Cobey, a bee breeder-geneticist, shares a dual appointment at the Harry H. Laid-
law Jr. Honey Bee Research Facility at UC Davis and Washington State University. Her 
research focuses on identifying, selecting and enhancing honey bee stocks that show 
increasing levels of resistance to pests and diseases. Cobey developed the New World 
Carniolans stock, a dark race of honey bees, in the early 1980s by back-crossing stocks 
collected from throughout the United States to create a more pure strain.   Cobey teaches 
advanced courses on queen bee rearing and queen bee insemination, drawing students 
from throughout the world. 

Janet Brisson
Janet Brisson and her husband Mike have been self-
sufficient family and organic farmers for over 30 
years. In 1995 they were forced to become hobbyist 
beekeepers due to lack of pollination as bees were los-
ing their fight against the insidious Varroa mites. Hor-
rified to discover that even the most organic-minded 
beekeepers were driven to use some type of chemical 
to save their bees, the Brisson’s researched, and started 
building and using screened bottom boards, along with 
intensive drone brood management, to reduce their 
chemical use. After 10 years and various adaptations 
of SBB’s, they re-discovered using powdered sugar as 

an effective way of detaching Varroa mites and have been chemical 
free since the beginning of 2005. After one final modification of their 
screened bottom board to make using powdered sugar easy, the Bris-
son’s developed their product, the Country Rubes Combo Screened 
Bottom Board, that has become nationally available to beekeepers. 
Janet’s program “Healthy Bees & Environmentally Friendly Varroa 
Control” discusses how to monitor and manage your hives, bees and 
Varroa mites using screened bottom boards, powdered sugar, and 
drone brood manipulations, and has been given at Conferences and 
clubs throughout the United States.

Dr. Ramesh Sagili 
Dr. Ramesh Sagili is an Assistant Professor and a senior 
research associate at Oregon State University. His  re-
search emphasis is in Apiculture, specifically in honey 
bee health, nutrition, pheromone biology, and pollination. 
Ramesh holds a Ph.D in Entomology from Texas A&M 
University and a Masters in Agriculture from Andhra 
Pradesh Agricultural University in India.
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ARMSTRONG APIARIES
James Macdonald
250-546-3237
jamesmacdonald@telus.net
Q N 

ASHCROFT HONEY 
Joe & Marguerite Lomond
250-373-2540
marglomond@gmail.com 
Q N

BARRY BEADMAN
barry&diane@telus.net
Oliver
250-498-3153
Q N

BARRY’S BEES 
North Pender Island
Barry Denluck
bees@dencor.ca
Victoria
250-598-1159
Q N P

BEE HAVEN FARM
Steve & Gail Mitchell
Duncan
beehaven@shaw.ca
250-746-9916 
Q N P
 
BEES ‘N’ GLASS
Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
Lake Cowichan
lindahls@shaw.ca
250-749-3800
Q N P S

FLOWER POWER APIARIES
Michael McLennan
Grand Forks
250-442-2933
N P B
 

FLYING DUTCHMAN
Stan & Cheryl Reist
Nanaimo
flydutch@telus.net
250-390-2313 
Q N P 

GOLDEN EARS APIARIES 
Jean-Marc LeDorze
Mission
jmcshipley@shaw.ca
604-820-6924 
Q N C P

HEATHER HIGO
Langley
heather.higo@gmail.com
604-532-6904
Q N
   
HONEYBEE CENTRE
John Gibeau 
Surrey
info@honeybeecentre.com
604-575-2337
Q N P 

JINGLEPOT APIARIES
Sol Nowitz 
Nanaimo
jinglepotapiaries@telus.net
250-753-9619
Q N P 
 
JOHN GATES
Armstrong
johngates@telus.net
250-546-6212
Q NC
   
KETTLE VALLEY QUEENS
Elizabeth Huxter
Grand Forks 
lizandterry@gmail.com 
250-442-5204 
Q N

British Columbia Bee Breeders Association

• B = Bulk Bees
• Q=Queens  

• P = Packages
• C = Queen Cells  

• N = Nucs  
• S = Shook Swarm

NEIDIG APIARIES
Wayne Neidig
Delta
wayneneidig@hotmail.com
604-591-1385
Q 

ROD JO MOODY APIARIES
Rodney & Jo Moody
Cowichan Bay 
rodjo@telus.net 
250-743-1939 
Q

SALISH SEA BEES
Brenda Jager
Gabriola Island
bzbees@telus.net
250-755-5834
Q C
   
SILVER STAR APIARIES
Richard Springborn 
Vernon
rspringborn@telus.net
250-379-2567
N 

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES 
Blair & Cheryl Tarves
Cawston
250-499-2555 
Q N

TUGWELL CREEK HONEY FARM & 
MEADERY
Bob Liptrot
Sooke
info@tugwellcreekfarm.com
250-642-1956
Q N
   
VAN ISLE APIARIES 
AND BEE PRODUCTS   
Grant Stringer
Saanichton
250-652-9834             
vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca
Q N B
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Lamb Acres
Electric Fencing

Ab, Eva and Wyatt Gorrill
Box 100  Phone: 306-725-4820
Bulyea, Saskatchewan  Fax: 306-725-3193
SOG 0L0  www.lambacres.ca

Parmak solar fencers reconstruction

Phone 250-499-2555

SIMILKAMEEN APIARIES
2098 Ritchie Drive, Cawston, BC V0X 1C2

Blair & Cheryl Tarves
QUEENS • NUCS
BREEDING STOCK
April 15 - Sept. 15

Honey 
Equipment

Bees

Herb Isaac Sales Ltd.
New & Used beekeeping equipment

Honey

Ezyloaders (Beekeeper Model 300 now available)

✧

✧

✧

Ph: 204 662 4401   Fax: 204 662 4547

Come visit us on the web: www.herbee.com

Reprinted with permission from Catch the Buzz

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — A new study reveals how enzymes in 
the honey bee gut detoxify pesticides commonly used to kill 
mites in the honey bee hive. This is the first study to tease out the 
precise molecular mechanisms that allow a pollinating insect to 
tolerate exposure to these potentially deadly compounds.

The findings appear in the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences.

Previous studies have shown that honey bee hives are con-
taminated with an array of agricultural chemicals, many of 
which the bees themselves bring back to the hive in the form 
of contaminated pollen and nectar, said University of Illinois 
entomology professor and department head May Berenbaum, 
who led the new research.

"There are agricultural pesticides everywhere," she said. 
"They accumulate in the wax of bee hives, so bees in particular 
are exposed. And their habit of foraging very broadly across a 
staggering diversity of plant species also tends to expose them 
to many different types of habitats, which may also have differ-
ent types of chemical residues."

Other chemicals are applied directly to the hives, she said. 
For the past 20 years, beekeepers have used acaricides – chemi-
cals designed to kill mites but not bees – in the hive.

While evidence so far does not support the idea that expo-
sure to synthetic pesticides is a cause or significant contributor 
to colony collapse disorder, the massive die-off of honey bees 
first reported in late 2006, "it's abundantly clear that pesticides 
aren't really very good for any insect," Berenbaum said. "So 
we figured it was about time somebody knew something about 
how pollinators process toxins."

The researchers focused on cytochrome P450s, enzymes that 
are well-known agents of detoxification "in most air-breathing 
organisms," Berenbaum said. Other studies had shown that cy-
tochrome P450s in honey bees play a key role in their tolerance 
of pyrethroid pesticides, such as tau-fluvalinate, which is used 
to kill mites in the hive. But no previous study had identified 
specific cytochrome P450s in bees or in other pollinating in-
sects that contribute to pyrethroid tolerance, Berenbaum said.

In a series of experiments, the team identified three cyto-
chrome P450s in the honey bee midgut that metabolize tau-
fluvalinate. They discovered that these enzymes also detoxify 
coumaphos, a structurally different organophosphate pesticide 
that also is used to kill mites in bee hives.

"This suggests that these honey bee cytochrome P450s are 
not particularly specialized," Berenbaum said. "That raises the 
possibility that a nontoxic dose of tau-fluvalinate may become 
toxic if an enzyme that is principally involved in its detoxifica-
tion is otherwise occupied with a different chemical."

The evidence also suggests that honey bees were "pre-
adapted" to detoxify pyrethroid pesticides, Berenbaum said. 
Pyrethroids are similar in structure to naturally occurring de-
fensive compounds, called pyrethrins, produced by some flow-

ering plants. Honey bees have likely had a long history of con-
tact with pyrethrins, which are found even in some flowers in 
the daisy family. It appears that the same enzymes that helped 
the honey bees detoxify the pyrethrins in nature may also help 
them tolerate this relatively new pesticide exposure.

The new findings should enhance efforts to develop mite 
control methods that are even less toxic to bees, Berenbaum 
said.

Also on the study team were U. of I. cell and developmen-
tal biology professor Mary Schuler and postdoctoral researcher 
Wenfu Mao.  ❀

Researchers Show how Honey Bees Tolerate 

Some Synthetic Pesticides

Team investigates the physiological response of bees to certain chemicals
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HELLO B.C. HONEY PRODUCERS!

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR PACKAGING NEEDS!

We are looking for a company(s) or individual(s) on the mainland 
that would like to distribute D&G products. Bees ‘n Glass on the  
Island (250) 749-3800 carry our products. Local clubs can buy as 
a group to offset shipping costs. NEW 2 PANEL BEAR

(we also have 1 panel bear)

New Size (4”) Honey Sticks
Awesome for smaller jars, weddings, gifts. 

We also carry a 6” dipper.

COMING SOON!
  Nutritional Labels
  (late spring 2011) 

 D&G supports        Canadian manufacturers!

heather@dominiongrimm.ca   1 877 676 1914   www.dominiongrimm.ca

GET YOUR PRIVATE 
PRINTED T.E.  

CONTAINERS HERE!
500 g & 1 Kg

Hang Tag 
with

Nutritional
Facts

Bring along your significant other and they can enjoy: 

To enter the

Honey Competition
at the BCHPA AGM

 

October 20 to 23, 2011

Go to bcbeekeepers.com 

for more information

We Need 
YOU!

Bee a Survivor!
October 20 to 23, 2011
Early Bird Registration only $225. before September 15th

Educational Conference 
& BC Honey Producers 

Association AGM

Go to the Tourism Richmond website for more information: tourismrichmond.com
Check out the Tourism Richmond Guide and get some great coupons!

•	 Yoga	in	the	morning

•	 a	trip	to	the	Village	of	Steveston
Relax	at	sidewalk	cafés	at	the	pier	and	enjoy	fresh
21st-century	BC	cuisine.	Or	shop	for	native	wood	
carvings,	handcrafted	jewelry,	and	whimsical	
children’s	toys	in	Steveston	Village	boutiques	that	
rival	downtown	Vancouver’s	best	for	quality	and	
price.

•	 touring	a	local	winery	(with	tastings)

•	 winning	money	at	the	River	Rock	Casino

•	 visiting	the	Olympic	Oval	 
richmondoval.ca for guided group tours

•	 shopping	in	Richmond	

•	 taking	the	Skytrain	into	Vancouver	to	shop.	
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by Ione Bissonnette
I’m not a total stranger to beekeep-

ing. As young homesteaders in southern 
Quebec back in the 70’s, my husband 
and I had five hives in our field of 
wildflowers, extracting honey by hand-
turned centrifuge in our front hallway 
with the heat turned up. Still, reading 
The Magic School Bus: Inside a Beehive 
by Joanna Cole and Bruce Degen to my 
three year old granddaughter, herself the 
child of beekeepers, there was plenty for 
me to learn packed into this charming 
book meant for kids. 

The book is entrancing. Beautifully 
drawn with whimsical yet accurate draw-
ings that capture the attention of children 
and adults alike, it is the story of a spir-
ited teacher, Ms. Frizzle, whose magical 
school bus takes the class not only to see 
a beehive in action but to explore it’s 
interior. The children are  shrunk to a 
size where they can disguise themselves 
as bees, get past the guard bees at the 
door, fly to gather nectar and pollen from 
flowers and bring them back to the hive, 
watch a bee dance, feed the larvae, and 
watch one queen dominate the hive by 
stinging a rival to death. At the end of 
the story, a bear tries to knock the hive 
over and is deterred as the children make 
a trail of honey back to their bus, where 
they escape and the bear is left with a jar 
of honey of his own.

I’m not familiar with the other Magic 
School Bus books, but if this is an 
example of their approach to teaching 
science to children, the other books must 
be brilliant, too. There is something 
for everyone contained on each page. 
The format of the book is considerably 
more complex and dense than a usual 
children’s book and therefore it takes a 
lot longer to read, especially to a three 
year old. It took us three separate sittings 
to finish the book; an older child might 
have greater tolerance. Each double page 
spread is presented in a ‘story within 
a story’ layout. The tale of the school 
bus and the children’s journey is only 
one focus. Off to one side are small 
‘bullet points’ that declare: “Bee obser-
vant”, “Bee kind to flowers; pollinate 

them”, ”Bee curious about insects”, etc. 
The students’ conversation, appearing in 
cartoon-like balloons above their heads, 
is possibly the weakest part of the book. 
The interchanges are glib, expressing 
humor in verbal puns and sarcasm. Also 
there are fears about the adventure in  
kidspeak which is distracting, however 
realistic it may be.

On the other hand, I loved learn-
ing that adult honey bees fly, that they 
always have six legs and 3 body sections 
(head, thorax and abdomen), and usually 
have wings and antennae. Also that there 
are more than 20,000 kinds of bees, that 
bees communicate with pheromones and 
bee dances (the specific messages being 
described in the book), that they exude 
wax from their abdomens, and that comb 
cells built by the worker bees tilt up 
so the honey stays inside. I was also 
interested in the fact that the brood food 
comes from glands in the nurse bees’ 
heads, and that other chemicals from 
inside the heads of bees transform nectar 
into honey. The development and mating 
of the queen, the differentiation between 
queen, workers and drones, the laying of 
eggs, the nurturing of the larvae, and the 

tight co-operation of the community are 
beautifully depicted. Some of this infor-
mation is presented within the children’s 
conversations.

Along the edges of the pages are brief 
‘student papers’ on salient, if diminutive 
topics such as “What Are Social Insects?” 
“The Waggle Dance” and “Why Do Bees 
Sting?”. Snapshots of other characters: 
the beekeeper they are supposed to meet 
having his truck break down, and the 
marauding bear getting the scent of the 
honey and making his way to the hive.

The complexity of the format of the 
book both contributes to it’s charm and 
is also a drawback when it comes to 
maintaining the interest of a three year 
old. Still, the material is engaging and 
informative and I loved it! It would be a 
good book to have around for any adult 
or child asking questions about bees and 
honey production.

(Scholastic Inc.)
Editor’s note: The author and illus-

trator of the book acknowledged the 
assistance of Professor Mark L. Winston 
of Simon Fraser University for his assis-
tance in preparing the book.  ❀

The Magic School Bus: Inside a Beehive 

by Joanna Cole, Illustrated by Bruce Degan
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The second annual 'Day of the Honey Bee' was an amaz-
ing success all across the province of BC. Although the official 
day was May 29th, festivities and recognition of the honey bee 
occurred throughout the entire weekend from Friday through 
Sunday. Some 2,000 plus brochures were distributed by as 
many as 50 sites across the province. My personal thanks goes 
out to all the volunteers who made this event such a success. 
We at the BCHPA are updating the brochure again with plans 
to have some 5,000 available for 2012.

The accompanying photos say it all. Hundreds of volun-
teers across the province entertained and educated thousands 
of people on the importance of the honey bee to our lives. In 
addition to an educational day and celebration, Tugwell Creek 
Honey Farm and Meadery on Vancouver Island collected $400 
in donations to support honey bee research within BC. Well 
done Bob Liptrot.

A special thanks to the honorable Don McRae, Minister of 
Agriculture for taking time to personally deliver the 'Day of the 
Honey Bee' proclamation.

If you have any suggestions for next year's event please 
email me at 2ndVicePreisent@BCbeekeepers.com. Looking 
forward to 2012.

Barry Denluck
 2nd Vice Presi-

dent

Day of 
the Honey Bee • May 29, 2011

Richmond Beekeepers Association

We had a good time celebrating on the North Shore at the Lons-
dale Quay Farmers market. Our group was Ric Erikson, Trevor 
and Lianne Shyry and Sharon Lisette. The sun brought lots of 
folks out, and we were definitely busier than last year. Many 
people were asking to be educated on what's happening with the 
bees, great to see the awareness. We had an observation hive, 
educational posters, beekeeping equipment, Ric's mini hive, var-
ious color grades of honey, wax and much more! Many thanks 
to Ric and Sharon for the extra information on bumblebees and 
native bees.  ❀

All photos from the Tugwell Farm 
taken by Kerry O'Gorman.

Check out her photo blog at http://farmlass.blogspot.com.
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Kerry Clark and Fort St. John beekeeper Brian 
Brady holding Fort St. John City Council's Procla-
mation of Day of the Honey Bee.

Day of 
the Honey Bee • May 29, 2011
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August 20
Campbell’s Gold 
Honey Farm & Meadery Presents 5th Annual
Education & Family Fun Day (FREE) 
 at Campbell's Gold Honey Farm & Meadery 
2595 Lefeuvre Road, Abbotsford, BC 
There will be tours & education, door prizes,  bee races, face 
painting, a walk to the bee hive, and other fun activities for 
kids.  Contact (604)856-2125 or www.bchoney.com 

September 12 - 15
Western Apicultural Society
Annual WAS Conference
Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel, on the Big Island, North of 
Kona
http://groups.ucanr.org/WAS/

September 21 - 27
APIMONDIA International Congress
International association of beekeepers is holding their world 
conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
http://www.apimondia2011.com

October 20 - 23
BCHPA Annual General Meeting & Conference
Richmond, B.C.
Early Bird Registration - $225 before September 15
See details in this issue.

You can apply to the program 
by downloading the application form from the 

BCHPA website: www.bcbeekeepers.com 
Or contact:  Duaine Hardie:

2810 Fairfield St., Duncan, BC V9L 6B9 
Email: hardiehoney@shaw.ca 

Tel: 250-748-8471

The Certified Producer program is designed to assist 
BCHPA members sell their products by providing 

special labeling that customers will come to recognize 
as representing high quality honey, exclusively 

produced by local beekeepers.

BCHPA Certified Producer Program

Certified Producer:  
Registered 

Producers Only:  
Labels can now 

be purchased
separately 

$0.02 each 
for the lid seal 

and $0.02 
each for the 

100% BC hex label 
or $0.03 for both.  

All labels are in rolls of 2,000.  
Lid seals are now individually numbered for lot tracking.

Apistan® anti-varroa mite strips are an essential part of any varroa mite 
control program. 

®

varroa

varroa

AY 

WWW.APISTAN.COM
1-800-263-2740.

Calendar… Notice of Resolution for the AGM - 
Moved by Pauline, 

second by Meg Paulson

Move to change

7.3.1           The voting privileges of all ordinary 
members in good standing and each Life Member 
to require that they be members of record for 90 
days prior to the Annual General Meeting so that 
they may be entitled to vote on bylaw and constitu-
tional resolutions brought before the membership.

7.3.2           To permit all ordinary members in 
good standing and each Life Member to vote using 
attendant and non-attendance voting systems on 
constitutional and bylaw resolutions for Annual 
General Meetings.

To change 7.3 to
7.3.3           Each ordinary member in good 

standing and each Life Member attending the 
Annual General Meeting of the Association, or 
attending any general or special meeting of the 
Association, are eligible to vote on all non consti-
tutional and by-law proceedings.



      VOLUME 27, #3 FALL 2011   39

Technologies Corporation

Hive Contamination Management
Iotron provides a solution for today’s bee colony problems.  Iotron’s treatment program provides 
apiculturists with a cost effective and environmentally friendly solution for managing common beehive 

contaminants.  Iotron’s electron beam irradiation 
processing treatment is proven effective for treating 
comb, pollen and wax, Iotron’s processing method 
penetrates through materials like an X-ray, yielding 
superior results allowing beekeepers to reduce or 
eliminate the use of antibiotics and other interventions 
in the field.  Iotron’s electron beam irradiation 
processing technology is an advanced 
tool for working on today’s complex 
issues.

Please contact Iotron for more information
Iotron Technologies Corp.  1425 Kebet Way, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838  Fax; 640 945-8827  Email Iotron@iotron.com  Website www.iotron.com

Vanishing of the Bees takes a pierc-
ing investigative look at the economic, 
political and spiritual implications of the 
worldwide disappearance of the honey 
bee. This feature-length documentary 
also examines the current agricultural 
landscape and celebrates the ancient and 
sacred connection between humans and 
honey bees.

Among the highlights of this film ex-
perience is the beautiful use of quotations 
and photography throughout. Oscar-
nominated Ellen Page does a wonderful 
job of narrating the film.

From a beekeeper’s perspective it 
seems a pity that UC Davis’ Sue Cobey’s 
important work to increase honey bee 
genetic diversity isn’t explained or put in 
the proper light. Instead she is grouped 
as ‘one of the enemies’. It would seem 
that no one bothered to tell the laymen 
filmmakers that import protocols dictate 
that artificial insemination is the only ac-
ceptable means to introduce internation-

ally harvested drone semen.
It’s interesting to see militant Euro-

pean beekeepers protesting in the streets 
of Paris, burning hives and shocking 
the media into attention. Our politics 
pale in comparison!

Many private screenings have oc-
curred throughout British Columbia to 
date. If you or your bee clubs are inter-
ested in a viewing, it’s recommended 
that you contact the production com-
pany directly at: info@vanishingbees.
com.

A Hive Mentality Films produc-
tion, in association with New Black 
Films, Hipfuel. Written by Maryam 
Henein, George Langworthy, James 
Erskine.

With: Michael Pollan, Simon 
Buxton, Maryann Frazier, David 
Hackenberg, Dave Mendes, Marla 
Spivak, Dennis Van Engelsdorp, 
Gunter Hauk.   ❀

Vanishing of the Bees 

– documentary film making the rounds
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Provincial Government eyes ban on home use of pesticides
Growing body of evidence links insecticides, herbicides to 
cancer, leukemia
 by Randy Shore, Vancouver Sun, July 5, 2011

 
VANCOUVER -- The provincial government is working 

toward legislation that would ban home use of pesticides 
for cosmetic purposes, a practice that is linked to childhood 
leukemia and other cancers.

A bipartisan special committee on cosmetic pesticides 
headed by Vancouver-Fairview MLA and physician Margaret 
MacDiarmid will meet for the first time Wednesday at the 
Wosk Centre for Dialogue. The term pesticide is an umbrella 
for common garden insecticides, herbicides and fungicides.

Premier Christy Clark expressed support for the committee 
soon after taking power and on the heels of legislation 
introduced to implement a ban drafted by the New Democrats. 
The committee, which will make recommendations to the 
legislation, includes MLAs from both the NDP and the B.C. 
Liberals.

At least 38 municipalities, including Vancouver, have already 
enacted local bans on some common pesticides, but provincial 
ban would include controls on the sale of pesticides that are 
beyond the powers of local governments, said MacDiarmid, a 
cancer survivor.

Residential pesticide use is increasingly linked to cancer and 
in particular childhood leukemia, according to the Canadian 

Cancer Society. The society is among 20 environmental and 
health-related organizations that have called on the government 
to ban unnecessary pesticide use, including the Sierra Club 
of BC, the Suzuki Foundation, the Canadian Breast Cancer 
Foundation and the University of B.C. Faculty of Medicine 
department of pediatrics.

Over 100 epidemiological studies have shown links between 
various cancers and the use of pesticides on lawns and gardens, 
said Kathryn Seely, director of public affairs for the B.C. and 
Yukon division of the Canadian Cancer Society.

“The links are there and [pesticides] are reasonably 
anticipated to cause childhood leukemias, non-Hodgkins 
lymphoma, childhood brain cancer and prostate and lung cancers 
in men and women,” she said. “Children are more vulnerable 
and susceptible to exposure to pesticides in part because their 
bodies are growing and their organs are developing and also 
because they play so close to the ground, they lie on the ground 
and put things in their mouths.”

A web-based public consultation initiated by the province 
late in 2009 drew 8,000 responses, overwhelmingly in favour 
of stricter controls on cosmetic uses of pesticides.

Ontario, Quebec and Nova Scotia have already passed 
legislation to control the residential use of pesticides.

However, in June, Dow AgroSciences successfully 
challenged the Quebec ban on one common herbicide, 2, 4-D, 
on the basis Health Canada had already ruled it posed no threat 
to human health.

 Peter MacLeod, vice-president of CropLife Canada, 
an industry association of plant science firms and pest control 
product manufacturers, said in a statement that Canadians have 
received conflicting information about the safety of pesticides, 
which has led to unnecessary fear. ❀Ash Apiaries

Custom packed

“Creamed Honey”

• Any size or amount
• Your honey or ours
• Labeled
• Palletized and shrink wrapped

Call Bryan, Grant or Brent
Tel: 204-548-2036
Fax: 204-548-2112

www.ashapiaries.com

B.C. Considers Cosmetic Pesticide Ban

For the cost of shipping, 
choose from over 70 titles

BCHPA Librarian: 

Ian Farber

3249 Schubert Road, 

Kamloops, BC V2B 6Y4

Phone: 250-579-8518 

E-mail: ian_farber@telus.net

Señor & Señora 
Beekeeper 

If ‘GOING SOUTH’ doesn’t mean 
a holiday in the sun to you...

then perhaps it’s time to put our 
BCHPA library into action
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Regional Reports

East Kootenays
~ Lance Cuthill

Winter losses in our corner of the Province were a mixed 
bag with average losses being in the 50% range.  This left few, 
if any, of the area beekeepers having enough bees to make 
up nucs or packages for sale. Many of the local beekeepers 
purchased 2 lb packages from New Zealand and early reports 
are, in spite of a cold and wetter than normal spring, that these 
packages have done well. Our main nectar producing plants 
seem to be running about 10 days behind schedule but then so 
are the bees.  With the wet spring, our ground moisture content 
is higher than usual so all of us are expecting a super honey 
flow.

Two BCHPA curriculum based, Introductory Beekeeping 
classes were taught, one in Creston and the other in Invermere 
with a total of 20 potential new beekeepers filling the spaces 
left by retiring beekeepers.  Two field days saw more than 
40 attendees, with experienced beekeepers operating various 
practical demonstrations, e.g. controlling Varroa. This field 
day was the final component for students to complete their 
Introductory Beekeeping course.

The EKIPC (East Kootenay Invasive Plant Council) has, in 
consultation with the local bee inspector, agreed in their best 
management practices to limit herbicide spraying near apiaries 
during the honey flow.  Beekeepers in the East Kootenays are 
encouraged to provide GPS co-ordinates in order for their 
apiaries to be located. 

I have officially retired as the bee inspector for the Kootenays 
although I have agreed to stay on and help my replacement get 
started.  Being a bee inspector has been a super experience. 
Bobby and I have met and made wonderful beekeeping friends. 
Now I am going to take the time to finish the final chapters in 
my book “Tales of a Bee Inspector.”
Lance Cuthill
Bee Inspector (retired-sort of).

Fraser Valley
~ Courtney White

Beekeeping was off to a rough start 
in the Fraser Valley this year with some 
reporting losses over 50%. The unusually 
damp weather has been especially 
difficult for the bees. Chalkbrood has 
been a common problem in colonies, 
along with queen acceptance. There was 
such an overflow of blueberry pollination 
contracts that many of us were left 

scrambling to find enough bees. The demand was so high that 
in some instances two weak colonies were provided for the 
price of one strong colony. Those in blueberries say it was a 
good year, reporting up to 80lbs of honey per colony. Currently 
everyone is getting ready for the blackberry flow, and hope the 
weather will turn around before it’s over. The BCHPA’s Queen 
Rearing Course in Abbotsford was well attended by members 
throughout the Lower Mainland. Anyone with colonies near 
the U.S border are asked to “bee” on the lookout for SHB and 
report any findings to Jaquie Bunse. 

Prince George
~ John Phillips

On Saturday, June 11th, our local beekeepers enjoyed 
another great field day and BBQ with the B.C. Provincial 
Apiculturalist, Paul vanWestdendorp, as the guest speaker.  
He talked about IPM control and how important it is to plan 
months ahead of a potential mite infestation.  He suggested, 
if necessary, to temporarily remove the honey supers and do 
a flash treatment with Apistan or Apivar strips for a few days.  
Paul also showed us various methods to test for the presence of 
mites and he talked about the ongoing problem with moisture 
in the hive.  

We made Paul speak for nearly two hours (and apparently 
that is not a hardship for him) before allowing a break for 
lunch.  Of course we appreciated Paul’s time and his sharing 
of good beekeeping practices.  The Club hopes he will visit us 
again and soon.

 We had a cold and very wet spring that extended into the 
summer and so the bees took advantage of the few warm 
days we had to fill the frames with honey.  This suddenly left 
the queens with little room for laying and swarms occurred.  
Fortunately, most of the swarms were captured.

At our July meeting, Wally Steidle demonstrated the 
different equipment and methods used for uncapping honey 
cells.  Many of the local beekeepers have only a few hives so 
they use the capping scratcher and some prefer the scratcher 
with offset teeth.

Several club members plan to attend the BCHPA AGM 
in Richmond and while the beekeepers are interested in the 
education days others are looking forward to the different 
experiences of the city.  Also, they can take advantage of 
Richmond’s quick and easy access to Vancouver, Granville 
Island and the North Shore on the Canada Line/City Bus/Sea 
Bus transit system.  

We hope you had a good summer and honey crop.

Terrace
~ Yvette Favron

 A cool spring has given way to a cool summer here in 
the northwest. The glorious hot summers of the previous two 
years have made the weather this year seem worse. It is cooler 
than average, but not unheard of. Although we had three days 

Larry & Marilyn Lindahl
6456 Cowichan Lake Road  

PO Box 1491 - Lake Cowichan BC V0R 2G0

250-749-3800            www.thebeestore.com

Beekeeping Supplies, 

Equipment & Glassware
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in the mid-twenties last week, yesterday was overcast with a 
high of 16°C. That is normal for this summer. Two of our main 
nectar sources, clover and fireweed, are in bloom down in the 
valley and any beekeepers that take their bees to fireweed in 
the logging slashes at higher elevations may do very well if the 
temperature improves during the later bloom time. 

Sunshine Coast
~ Allan Cobbin
I know that I won't be the first to 

complain about the weather so suffice 
it to say we've also had more than our 
fair share of rain, clouds and lower than 
normal temperatures. Several of our 
club members, because of winter losses, 
purchased nucs and queens "offshore" in 
February and early March. The build-up 
of these colonies was slower than usual 

because of the weather but the overall results were satisfactory, 
and the earlier ones should provide some honey before too 
long. One positive feature has been that by starting over, as 
many of our members have had to do, Varroa mites have not 
been of too great a concern with these new colonies. Recent 
tests have proven this.   

Rob Haines was able to provide some queens and nucs 
for local beekeepers but again, these were delayed until late 
May and early June because of weather temperatures. He 
reported that his sales of nucs and queens has been above his 
expectations given the circumstances.

Caroline, our Bee Inspector, recently informed us that a 
Beginners Beekeeping Course was offered this spring in Powell 
River with an availability for twenty attendees. It consisted of 
six three hour classes over a six week period and was led by 
Ted Leischner, with Caroline's able assistance. In all, there 
were seventeen regular participants, and apparently many were 
new beekeepers. Another course is tentatively planned for next 
year.

Our initial honey flow has been slower and later in appearing 
although blackberry blossoms are everywhere and salmonberry, 
salal , huckleberry, dandelions and white clover are currently 
abundant. Fireweed has been slow in appearing to date but 
perhaps the current rains will assist in their developing.

Initial preliminary plans are underway for a field day/social 
to be held sometime next month. Although Lothar Hirschfelder 
has again graciously offered his farm, other sites are currently 
being investigated.

Some locals still have some honey for sale although 
amounts are rapidly diminishing. I'm pleased to report that Rob 
Haines still has a fairly large surplus from previous years and is 
currently selling it at an attractively fair price.

In spite of our current weather problems and other ongoing 
concerns, we should always remember that: "Kind words are 
like honey - enjoyable and helpful. Happiness is not how much 
we have, but how much we enjoy "

That's it from the soggy Sunshine Coast for now........

West Kootenays
~ Dave Johnson

The West Kootenay area has been receiving more than our 
share of moisture this season.  No news to some other districts 
I am sure.  The spring was quite variable in terms of good bee 
flight weather but the bees did not suffer from lack of pollen.  

What they did not get in sufficient amount was nectar so there 
was a lot of feeding to do just to keep the hives populations 
progressing. 

It was touch and go waiting to get the hives out into the 
yards.  Not sure whether to keep them home and feed or move 
them out and hope the nectar started to come in.  As it turned 
out, early July was quite warm but a little damp.  The nectar 
started flowing and with timely rains and warmish days it kept 
going for most of July.  The recent quite wet and cooler weather 
has slowed them down but when the weather warms up, there 
will be a continuation of the flow as there is quite a lot of 
moisture in the ground and plenty of flowering plants out there.

There was a field day in Harrop which was well attended 
with a good number of beginner beekeepers listening to the old 
timers telling stories (fibs).  Great to see young faces behind 
some of those veils.

This past winter was not a kind one to a lot of beekeepers 
in the Kootenays and there were a lot of losses.  Local nucs 
were in short supply and there was an arrangement to get some 
New Zealand packages and queens.  We distributed around 
200 packages in the East and West Kootenays with very good 
results.  Hopefully, there will be better wintering results come 
the spring of 2012.

Vancouver Island North
~ Larry Lindahl

Well, summer has arrived and it's 
still cool as of this writing. Bees are 
swarming as usual due to confinement 
and not enough room for expansion.

There has been a keen interest in 
beekeeping this past spring, with lots of 
new beekeepers starting up.

The nectar is now beginning to flow 
from the blackberries and salal, and if the 

weather co-operates, we, as always, look forward to a bumper 
crop this coming summer.

We're keeping very busy, as usual - such is life on the farm.

Vancouver Island South
~ Brian Scullion

Hello beekeepers and friends.  I’m 
just back from our Capital Region 
Beekeepers Association monthly 
meeting and I can report that all is well.  
The attendance was probably about the 
same as other months, about seventy 
folks turned out.  It was a very good 
meeting and we were fortunate to have 
the brass from the BCHPA in attendance.  

President Stan Reist does attend every month with his wife 
Cheryl, and 1st vice president Wayne Neidig dropped by to say 
hello and to promote the October AGM.  It was very nice to 
see Wayne attend our club meeting and I think he took a few 
notes too, as his pen was very busy on the paper.  2nd vice 
president Barry Denluck was there, he is our audio visual tech 
guy and assists in many other roles in the club. Also, BCHPA 
secretary Brenda Jager is with us most months and is a very 
valuable source of information, advice and inspections for all 
beekeepers. Brenda’s excitement for the bees and the projects 
she is involved in is infectious for sure.  A big thanks goes out 
to the Capital Region Beekeepers and the BCHPA for many 
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BCHPA DIVISIONS
ALBERNI VALLEY HONEY PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
6219 Lamarque Road, Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 8X1
Dave Mikkelson  davemikkelson@hotmail.com  250-723-6089
BC BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION
8183 Alec Road, Saanichton, BC  V8M 1S3
Grant Stringer    vanisleapiaries@shaw.ca   250-652-9834
CENTRAL CARIBOO BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 53, 4583 Ridge Road, Big Lake Ranch, BC V0L 1G0 
Sherry Benisch/Ann Carter  
anncarter@shaw.ca  250-338-5233
COMOX VALLEY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
3729 Island Highway, Courtenay, BC     V9N 9T4
Jim Hunchuk     jwhunchuk@hotmail.com  250-373-2625
EAST KOOTENAY DIVISION BCHPA
4300 Wilks Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 6S9  
Lance Cuthill   lcuthill@gmail.com    250-426-6049
KAMLOOPS DIVISION BCHPA   
Box 595, Savona, BC     V0K 2J0 
Ingrid Heeley      iheeley@gmail.com        250-373-2625
MAPLE RIDGE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
#501-1680 West 4th Avenue, Vancouver,  BC  V6J 0B7
Raena Dumas info@northfraserbeeclub.com  604-786-5245
NANAIMO DIVISION BCHPA
925 St. David Street, Nanaimo, BC V9S 2H8
Kathleen Silvey www.nanaimobeekeepers.com 250-716-0695
NORTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
331 Valley Road, Kelowna, BC V1V 2E5
R.W. Bob Chisholm    bobnkaye@shaw.ca   250-762-2203

PEACE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
BCMAL Office 4th Floor, 1201-103 Ave
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4J2
Kerry Clark    250-784-2559
POWELL RIVER BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
RR3, C26, Nassichuk Road, Powell River, BC V8A 5C1
Alan Cole   604-487-4181
PRINCE GEORGE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 725, Prince George, BC  V2L 4T3
Walter Steidle   beehappy2@lincsat.com   250-960-0360
QUESNEL BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Lorne Smith   gssds@shaw.ca   250-747-2294 
SHUSWAP BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
215 Salmon River Road, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 3E3   
Bill Lynch  wjlynch@telus.net     250-832-2732
SMITHERS BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 3504,  2175 Main St.,  Smithers BC V0J 2N0
Phil Brienesse smithersbeekeepers@gmail.com 250-847-1599

SOUTH FRASER VALLEY DIVISION BCHPA
26035 28th Ave.,  Aldergrove, BC  V4W 2W3
Rick Kreisch      rkreisch@kwl.ca            604-856-4438
SOUTH OKANAGAN DIVISION BCHPA
RR#2, Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0
Ray Levesque   cindylevesque@persona.ca 250-498-4025
SQUAMISH DIVISION BCHPA
Box 1069, 2274 Read Crescent, Squamish BC  V0N 3G0
Phil Ellis      ph-ellis@shaw.ca           604-898-5337
SUNSHINE COAST DIVISION BCHPA
2137 Lower Road, Roberts Creek, BC  V0N 2W4
Allan Cobbin   alcobbin@dccnet.com         604-886-7006
TERRACE DIVISION BCHPA
5112 Mills Ave. Terrace BC  V8G 1C5
Cynthia Ridler      akasamr@hotmail.com  250-635-9020
WEST KOOTENAY DIVISION BCHPA
3302 Village Road,  South Slocan, BC   V0G 2G0
Peter Wood  annpeterwood@gmail.com       250-359-7107

BCHPA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
CAPITAL REGION BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 43033, Victoria, BC  V8X 3G2
Nairn Hollott   nairnhollott@shaw.ca       250-744-4019
OTHER BEE- RELATED ORGANIZATIONS
COWICHAN BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Box 274, Cobblehill, BC V0R 1L0 
Mike Pauls    micpau@telus.net
RICHMOND BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Suite #9, 11131-No. 1 Road, Richmond, BC  V7E 1S6
Brian Campbell  604-277-9485
blessedbeefarm.1@gmail.com
STUART NECHAKO BEE CLUB
Box 595, Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0   
Jon Aebischer   sweet02@telus.net     250-567-5037
SURREY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
18060 29A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S 9V2
Horst Leidel   ha.leidel@3web.com  604-541-0374
TEXADA ISLAND BEE CLUB
Box 162, Van Anda, Texada Island, BC V0N 3K0 
Rhonda Johnston   604-486-0226
VANCOUVER BEEKEEPERS OF BC ASSOCIATION
#407-350 E 2nd Ave, Vancouver, BC  V5T 4R8   
Bryce Ahlstrom  bryceahlstrom@yahoo.ca 604-708-0313

Please contact Wayne Neidig with any changes:        
1stvicepresident@bcbeekeepers.com

Club Contacts
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Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________     Province ___________     Postal Code _______________________

Phone (         ) _____________________

Fax     (         )  ____________________

Email  ___________________________

2011 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
BC Honey Producers’ Association

Promoting and Encouraging Beekeeping in British Columbia since 1920
www.bcbeekeepers.com

Membership dues are based on the number of honey bee colonies you keep.
BCHPA MEMBERSHIP DUES  
0 to 25 Hives  $40
26 to 50 Hives  $50
51 to 150 Hives  $60
151 to 300 Hives  $70
301 to 500 Hives  $120
501 to 1000 Hives  $130
Over 1000 Hives  $200

Please make cheques payable to the
British Columbia Honey Producers’
 Association or BCHPA:

BCHPA TREASURER
PO Box 1650
Comox, BC, V9M 8A2

New ❏  Renewal ❏   Please check here if renewing with an address change ❏

Membership includes a one-year subscription to both BeesCene and Hivelights quarterly publications. The BCHPA 
Liability Insurance Policy is the only one of its kind available in the province. By pooling our membership, we can offer 
this comprehensive insurance for a fraction of what it would cost individuals on their own. Members may attend the 
business day of the October BCHPA Annual General Meeting and the semi-annual meeting in March without charge 
(meals not included). Members benefit from the work of an active volunteer Executive including: Marketing (labels 
and brochures), Education (symposiums and website), and ongoing Advocacy (government and media relations). The 
BCHPA is a proud member of the Canadian Honey Council, working on our behalf.

Thank You for Supporting Beekeeping in BC!

$5 Million 

Coverage

for only $55 year!

Beekeepers understand that there’s 
strength in numbers. Our Group 

Liability Insurance Policy is the best value 
you’ll find. If you’re worried about stings, or 

bee smokers, or other related beekeeping risks 
– this is for you.

Note: coverage runs January 1, 2011 to 
December 31, 2011. Effective date of 

coverage is based on date application 
and payment is received at the 

BCHPA office. Insurer will 
issue certificates in due 

course.

* OPTIONAL $5,000,000 BCHPA
GROUP LIABILITY INSURANCE  ADD ON $55

** OPTIONAL Additional
$1 million Forest Fire Fighting
Expense Endorsement  ADD ON $100

*** OPTIONAL DONATION
BC’s Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Trust Fund
for Honey Bee Research  ADD ON
(tax registered charity, receipts issued)

**** SUBSCRIPTION ONLY
Note: BeesCene is Included  $50 CAD
with Your  BCHPA Membership
(this is meant for out-of-province)

TOTAL $

Includes 
BeesCene & Hivelights

# of Hives _________
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jobs well done.  Our guest speaker for the evening was John 
Gibeau.  John was very well received and gave some attention 
grabbing insight into his world of the honey bee and the value 
added services he offers.  Thanks very much John, I’m sure the 
CRBA will have you back again.

The Cowichan Valley Beekeepers are alive and well; 
president Mike Pauls and his wife Laurie hosted the Cowichan 
Valley Beekeepers picnic at their “Sweet Pickins” farm.  
About forty folks enjoyed Mike’s roast beef and lots of other 
goodies.  Good times and fellowship were had by all.  The 
Valley Beekeepers meet every 3rd Thursday of the month, 
and invite all to attend.  You can have a closer look at www.
cowichanbeekeepers.ca

There is so much bee activity happening on the South 
Island, I’ll try to cover what I can, keeping it short and sweet.  
The nectar flow - well it has been a bumper spring crop for 
some, and others have been feeding all season.  I can tell you 
from experience: do not try to lift honey supers from hives that 
are seven feet in height without a step board of some sort, or 
your back will pay a hefty price. The fireweed is probably 2-4 
weeks behind this season, but for those with bees in the bush 
right now, the salal and wild flowers are keeping their colonies 
strong.  By the looks of things, in the bush the fireweed will 
peak at Christmas this year. Just kidding, but you get my drift.

Bob Liptrot, owner and operator of Tugwell Creek Honey 
Farm and Meadery, again hosted the CRBA field day and 
celebrations for the Day of the Honey Bee.  Bob does such a fine 
job at these events, he raises money for bee research programs, 
educates people, and really brings around some excitement for 
folks that have little knowledge about the fascinating world of 
the honey bee.  Thanks Bob for your commitment to the very 
best in honey bee husbandry, and for sharing your knowledge 
so willingly with others.

CRBA member Heinz Kaemmerer hosted a queen rearing 
session at his apiary in North Saanich this spring.  Heinz’s 
approach for those that do not want to graft, or do not have 
the eyesight to do so is a perfect alternative for the small scale 
beekeeper to raise quality queens.  About a dozen beekeepers 
attended, and all were very pleased with his knowledge and 
love for his bees.  You can read more about Heinz and his 
very innovative and practical inventions and products at http://
members.shaw.ca/orioleln/contact_us.htm

Many beekeepers including Grant Stringer and Keith 
Mathers also opened their bee yards for beginners to come and 
have a look see.  This is very important as it gives newbies a 
wealth of information, and a good idea of what keeping bees 
is all about.  Community Markets are alive and well on the 
South island as many members from the Cowichan Valley and 
Capital Region clubs are busy producing value added products 
that the public are snapping up.  “Supporting your local 
beekeeper and producer” are words that the general public have 
a good understanding of, and it shows by their purchases at our 
community markets.

Brian (that’s me) gave his first all day educational day at 
Foxglove Farm on Saltspring Island.  I brought a hive of bees 
along with me and we were with them all day; I would do it 
again in a heartbeat.  Now I just need Canada Post to deliver the 
pay cheque...ha ha.  It will probably arrive when the fireweed 
peaks.  Looking forward to the workshop Dr. Steve Pernal will 
lead in Duncan in mid-July.  We look forward to Brenda Jager, 
Barry Denluck, and Bob Liptrot reporting back to the clubs 
with this newly gained knowledge for all to try and digest.

Don’t be fooled by the Varroa mite, as it will rear its 
ugliness when you least expect it.  Monitor your- bees and 
take appropriate action when needed.  New beekeepers should 
understand threshold levels and best treatment methods.  Let’s 
do our part and help the newbies out, as it really benefits all 
beekeepers.

Wishing everyone the very best of the summer season.

Metro Vancouver
~ Don Cameron

For beekeepers, it is hard to remember when we last had a 
“normal” year and 2011 for those of us in the lower mainland, 
particularly those who do some commercial pollination, has 
presented us with some weather related challenges. Average 
high monthly temperatures for February through June, with 
the exception of March, were consistently below the long term 
averages. As well, total monthly precipitation was significantly 
higher than long term averages from March to May. As a result 
hives went into blueberries a week to ten days later than normal 
and a full two weeks later than a year ago.

June provided us with close to normal precipitation 
and average high temperatures, resulting in good flow for 
those with hives in raspberries and the promise of a decent 
blackberry pull. As of mid-July we have not experienced the 
usual prolonged summer spell of warm, dry weather. It would 
be a most welcome way to finish the last 6 weeks of our season!

Urban beekeepers report fair to good nectar flows with 
fewer swarming problems than a year ago.

The popularity of farm markets in this area continues to 
grow as consumers aggressively seek out local produce. Honey 
has become a sought after item with consumers becoming 
increasingly aware of the quality and varieties of locally 
available nectars as well as the benefits of shifting away from 
refined sugar. 

Toll Free 1-800-661-3377

www.greatlittlebox.com

Free artwork and one free plate 
for all new custom label orders!!
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Bring along your significant other and they can enjoy: 

To enter the

Honey Competition
at the BCHPA AGM

 

October 20 to 23, 2011

Go to bcbeekeepers.com 

for more information

We Need 
YOU!

Bee a Survivor!
October 20 to 23, 2011
Early Bird Registration only $225. before September 15th

Educational Conference 
& BC Honey Producers 

Association AGM

Go to the Tourism Richmond website for more information: tourismrichmond.com
Check out the Tourism Richmond Guide and get some great coupons!

•	 Yoga	in	the	morning

•	 a	trip	to	the	Village	of	Steveston
Relax	at	sidewalk	cafés	at	the	pier	and	enjoy	fresh
21st-century	BC	cuisine.	Or	shop	for	native	wood	
carvings,	handcrafted	jewelry,	and	whimsical	
children’s	toys	in	Steveston	Village	boutiques	that	
rival	downtown	Vancouver’s	best	for	quality	and	
price.

•	 touring	a	local	winery	(with	tastings)

•	 winning	money	at	the	River	Rock	Casino

•	 visiting	the	Olympic	Oval	 
richmondoval.ca for guided group tours

•	 shopping	in	Richmond	

•	 taking	the	Skytrain	into	Vancouver	to	shop.	

A brief survey of local supermarkets indicates little change 
in honey pricing over the past few months with 500 gram 
bottles selling in the $8.00-$8.50 range and one kilo at $10.50 
to $11.00. Discount pricing of $0.50 to $0.75 is frequent.

Most unusual swarm of the season: Allen Garr capturing 
one from the wingtip of a private jet at YVR! 

Good harvest everyone!

Peace River
~ Kerry Clark

The heatwave of 2011:  record highs 
near 40°C in a “heat dome” over much of 
Canada? Not in the BC Peace.  Here we 
have the La Nina hangover: cool ocean 
conditions that gave North America 
a relatively cold 2010-11 winter have 
dissipated, but the flow of air that gives 
us wet conditions below 20°C, remains. 
The 58th (!) annual Beaverlodge 

Beekeepers Field Day (3rd Friday of June) even with rain, was 
well attended and a great event as usual, with visiting speakers 
and demos of the cutting-edge research going on through Dr 
Steve Pernal and his fine team. 

After a favorable May, June and the first half of July have 
been not great for bee foraging. My hives have lots of bees, 
but cool or windy weather has kept them from gathering what 
I would expect in mid-July.  The crops are waiting; all that rain 
has created fields full of blossoms, so we’ll hope for some good 
weather and at least an average crop.  I have included this photo 
showing a prickly pear cactus on the North bank of the Peace 
River, nice and plump and in bloom, the first time I've seen this 
cactus blooming in the region.   ❀

The inclement weather this year has been the 'perfect storm' for 
swarms in some areas!   photo Diane Dunaway
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Advertiser Index
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Dominion & Grimm . . . . . . . . .34

Ferris Fencing . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25

Flying Dutchman  . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Global Patties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

Glory Bee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14

Great Little Box Co. . . . . . . . . .45

Hardie Honey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14

Herb Isaacs Sales  . . . . . . . . . . .33

Iotron Technologies . . . . . . . . . .39

KettleValley Queens. . . . . . . . . .14

Kidd Brothers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17

Lamb Acres Electric Fencing . .33

Mann Lake  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24

Medivet Pharmaceuticals   . . . . .3

Munro Apiaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Richard’s Packaging . . . . . . . . .18

Ross Rounds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

Sherriff International . . . . . . . .29

Similkameen Apiaries . . . . . . . .33

Twin Maple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

Urban Bee Supplies . . . . . . . . . .14

Vancouver Island Apiaries . . . .25

Wellmark International  . . . . .  38

West Coast Bee Supplies  . . . . .10

Classifieds.....

KEEPING BEES HEALTHY WITH FORMIC ACID SINCE 
1994 A year in keeping: 500 hives Pollination, Bee breeding and 
stock producing Operation in Kelowna, BC. A must for clubs 
library and educational programs. $ 10- 90 min. DVD Ph/Fax: 
1-250-762-8156 E mail: billruzicka@mitegone.com

FOR SALE: 2.5 Gallon feed pails c/w screen insert $2.00 each 
Contact: old_rifleman@yahoo.ca

New Column for the 

BeesCene!

We're going to start a new question and 
answer section, similar to the one done by 

Jerry Hayes in the ABJ. 
The column was suggested by the 

venerable Lance Cuthill who is willing 
to take part, on the condition that a few 
other knowledgeable beekeepers agree 

to participate as well. Anyone interested 
in contributing questions, or being on the 

'on-call' list for providing answers, can 
email the editor at 

BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com.
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Fabulous Survivor Speakers include:

Bee a Survivor!
October 20 to 23, 2011

The Hive has spoken!

Early Bird Registration only $225. before September 15th

Register now for the British Columbia Honey Producers Association - Richmond BC
Educational Conference and Annual General Meeting - October 20 to 23, 2011

Early Bird Draws (before Sept. 15, 2011)
•  upgrade room to mini suite       •  2 - 2012 Queens

Delta Vancouver Airport
phone: 604-278-1241  alt. 1-800-268-1133    
www.deltahotels.com
Ask for the special BCHPA Rate when registering 
$119.00 plus taxes

Name of Registrant: _______________________________

Accompanying Spouse: _____________________________

Mailing Address: __________________________________

________________________________________________

Telephone: ______________________________________

Fax: ___________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________

Send registration form and payment to:
BCHPA 2011 Conference
101-12080 Nordel Way
PO Box 84548
Surrey, BC  V3W 1P0
Cheques made payable to the   
BCHPA 2011 Conference

Registration Fees: Advanced Full Registration
(includes 3 Lunches,Wine and Cheese, Banquet and  
2 Educational Days and eligibility for early bird draws). 
 $225. x _____ = _______

Full Registration Fees: After Sept. 15, 2011
includes 3 Lunches,Wine and Cheese,  
Banquet and 2 Educational Days $260. x _____ = _______

Educational Days October 22 and 23, 2011:  
Comes with 2 lunches $180. x _____ = _______

Wine & Cheese Social Event 
includes 1 free glass of wine $30. x _____ = _______

Extra Banquet Tickets $60. x _____ = _______

Extra Lunch tickets:  
(Friday Oct. 21, 2011) $25. x _____ = _______

  Total:   _________
Yes I would like to attend the tour of Leonard 
Foster’s UBC Lab (maximum 20 people)

Educational Conference 
& BC Honey Producers 

Association AGM

r

r
Come see the Trade Show Exhibitors and the exciting items in the Silent Auction

• Dr. Leonard Foster
• Dr. Dewey Caron
• Sue Cobey
• Tim Lawrence
• Dr. Pierre Giovenazzo
• Dr. Ramish Sagili

        Yes I would like to enter the Honey competition! Go to www.bcbeekeepers.com

• Dr. Elizabeth Elle
• Dr. Steve Pernal
• George Hansen
• Bob Liptrot
• Janet Brisson

Come and bid on some great hidden 
immunity idols such as a:
• Fishing Trip to Haida Gwaii
• One day golf pass  for 4 people
• Night at Whistler; and many more items....

Take a tour of Leonard Foster’s UBC Lab (max 20 people)

For further information contact:  
Wayne Neidig by phone: 604-591-1385
email: wayneneidig@hotmail.com
www.bcbeekeepers.com


